DENT HONOGRAPH
Advanced Infentry Officers Couwrse
Clags Mr. 2

196554

DEFERSIVE ACTION IN MOUNTAINOUS R2RATH

narerl Durack

Gogter e, 7L

F oy &
WLl







s e
{ Februsy |

whfwawise nobed, the naveative of bthe histeoricnl combat ow um;"j{;

sy

B 2 of the Diswasgion ts based on deseriptions of this aobion

SORPCEE:

The Firsd Dopeommalth divisien - (Chaptor 7 and Aspendiz D)

3
by _;:,
—

he Bdge of the Swerd - Part ¥, pp 11

Howr Thrdive tﬁ? Em*xmzve"*ﬂ - (Ghmﬁers VT bo X0

g ol and

¥ L’ﬂe 9%h, 238 ard 30th Tnfantry
seng River - 16 Yoy Lo 2 June IS

Yiography and may be found in The

! _,ﬂ%;ﬁ Fmﬂeasedm this paoer is thad of the avther - wob

Zy ﬁ, 4 o ‘the.lri‘anf:fxy Sehool or the Te parvieitt of the *‘ﬁmve

7 .




BETEOH

aotvbeved only through offensive action.  The mis-

the offensive to suceessfully achieve ita ul-

Toofd glosing with the enowmy and, by Qire and wapenver, desbroying

i, wever, bhe Zryy, and every infanbry unidb in partiowiar, wili al one
e or another be peguired to defend. The reasons for this are many:
Amiddiaddy, the propotine influence wey be the familier cne thot pub us
nobhe parly wonbhs of Yorld ¥War I1 and Horen: To giwve
vy mwe;stm mgthe fivat blow a chence to regover,
ats mugeles.  Wey as 01(’!3.,(’3?8 » st always remsmber Lhcx‘h

Py does not s‘sartwavq it Just ends them,

wired to peinbsin t,he ﬁefenswe for pelitieal ressons.

t time i’r-cu o "torm ok, marentil.y we are not to oens-

d.the OffenSlV(. ablility necosgory -

required, insbead, bo aceent alsub-

= Hr' opgaiives,

i hites -é::ﬁ:‘c—f’gisréj‘fn_,,
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and other terrelin festures lmpose difflenlties on the
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L34 ikere are wones which are either dmpassable or exbremely difficwly

Py the enewy o oegobiate,

ki The lagl, or seareity, of roads pluges restrietions on the use of

& or other eombat vehiclos, and renders bhem extrenely vulneralsle.®

&% Tenyt one ¥ird of the land surface of the earth is setually monn-

Phous Lerraln is divided inte bty cabegories: "Alpine

me changes in westher and have slopes
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v L ey offessive fovees within obeliing disbenes of tho wesbern
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f ol the yibed Watiens forees. Tn view of the reported strength of

wheme enmy forees, four Mopdh Yorean Cerps and nine Chinese Oommnist Arales,
breve way Yibble the Bighth frmy could do bub to tiy and strengthen the new

wt bhey Held and brace bvhemaelves for the resumption of the enemy

72 April 1951 the Chinese Commuists starbed theiz

vy, The front at the beginning.
ot Kapsong, Choistan and Kumhwa. (10246)
ve wag from the Sireetion of tnesong

novthef Seanly

Lear- quieldy and

o lat Bavtaldon; -«
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G bhe madtalion approaches Drom the

i

wosr shbuatied aiong a Wigh widge above

Feom Goptle WAL bhe Infln Wver and The

Fiopd aorens bk owere mder divect observation.  This ford was

sho had Dyproved 34 and had ¢leardly macked the
Cte Ah. A8 Ly us they kpew, 1t was bhe only cvossing site in

P amor « T bhe yegr of the bathalion headguarters the }ii“:up@e:\zﬂ; st

sibiag fi o s secondary ridge, HiEL 235. The i“:_?!_x;uac‘.:;*mrsz n@ld
bivkh ,-;'Ez;m@ﬁfzs exme,a A5y
'im@n? m@‘te- el patrols had dig-
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Tensive sres, vas in Chinose
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A dmmn on b 23rd, the Shinese were in Ghokwong in esbimabed batbalion

Ther wore aleo Diredy established on Castvle ML Lrom whove they

%mﬁf&é%@ﬁm% by the vempants of A Company. (Ammex ) The Chinese

yapeiied

#% this i }ammmy belioved that even though behind scehedole they eould

o thelr mlgam’} pilam. I-Emwe_ver-, 23 April dis 3t

emer Bs;tﬁ:a?i.idn?:irtg- ms St. George
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Tave hewrvs bho magdas the wlatelo of abbaokdy

el across the Irent. Oply alber susbaimlog preabt losses did thay

o

oWy Yine of assaull aad @rection of abbaolk,

The Ohlvgse, with theiy tobal dlgvegord for the value of buamsp 1

Pomasaed Yhuman sea® forsabdows. Thws, by takling heavy casuaibles, bhey

Asain pavd o0 Qoppary and seized the hdph pround in the company sector.
A% gbowt U300 hours on the 2htH, they eoubrolled the valley in which the

mpnd posh was @(}ﬁ'&‘tﬁﬁa The battalion commander tool dnstant

GESE. .Ika ordered bhe

o} '""“hca r»zmre m;"inbe the ‘Fmrﬁ Line c@mpéi"'_' g

' 'ﬂhesge-;sac-tiam __ ;-.rﬁr'e AGEON
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fop dram mwjer sounded reveille and A Cowmpany

Lhon adivbunt, coupberabbtocked and veutored the

af ddr stedbes and by 4

on commander recelved a mes-

Hie mission. ‘The United
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sidevable peviods of tlwme withoul bedny resupplisd,  Feabhor ond bewradn,
in addition to the enemy cepability of owhilanking ard survounding the
ghyrengpulnt, make this onalidy mandatory, If the defending shronppoing ia
also orpeanized in depth, a breskithpeugh by the enemy In ope seobor of e
rerbmeber does pob offer him mach opportunity for exploitalion.

One of the wmost diffieult, nebulous avd Awmportant tasks facing the com-

mander of a surrounded foree is the prevention of a lowering of worale snd

Mseipline witlin his command. He and bis Jeaders must sel the exapple in

mﬁi‘menw, @n'bl‘msmvm emn mxwage ginee Lhe fyoops will generally, and

G iears.
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Bhese ingballatlons aod bhe sauy wousted weps moved,; duripg dackooecs, and

in aboub three howrs, into the front iine positiona for protestlon.

The third wight the Glevcegters held and fousht agslngt ovopwhe Lalng

oddg with aobhing in thelr favor ot Thelr personal courage and thelr wals

ot be disregarded as a factor In il

tradition., This wolb tradition o
encing the acblonsg of the bettelion. Bvery man in the reglwent worve o po-
minder on bis eap that his predecessors had, in sinllar clrommstances, seb
i examhle for him to follew. In 1001, &t the Dattle of Alerandeia, the
Gloneesteors were gurrounded by the French Army which then abhecked then Lo
their fropt &nd rear simulbaneously. The rear i‘i’f!.e-g of the vegirpnt did

an avout facp: the regiment defénded against attack from all sides, 8o

vigorous was the daiﬁﬁ'@n‘s@ $ha t’iwl*‘trench twrere defeabed, Yor this bhatble

the Gloucesters bﬁiﬂ:ﬁ;goﬁfﬁﬁfﬁéﬂ upon: ther the sigoal honey of baliy ordered

bo, henceforthy ¥ 4uo-badges on thely caps, one in frond and one o hueh,

gelc apsinst treméndous odds.

e of ‘these Brltish soldiers and

bant sebillery and.

- casualbics

thig . come

onplishing their
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a.he oooegions the habia

arshin and coura

armed with o pifle and grenades, personnlly led ssssdb groass

ol the Vietovis

hack the swemy and saved imporbant situebions.  Four aw

uwards Tor valoer,

Cross and twe of e George Cross, the

were wade to men who sgrved in Koven. (1:217) Three of those were glven to

HI»

af flgerys of the batbalien for their aetions during, or hmedistely - "y

Lhe battle of the Fjin Wver, Two of the three were posthamous wwer

{Annexes B, © and D)
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The First Sbep of the Chinese Fifth Phase Offeusive had token place ab
the western end of the Biehbh Ay ldne. The migsdon wons the caphuce of
Sevul and the encirelemsant of Unibed Nations treops in that area. This
Fimah Step, which lasted aboub eipht days, fsiled Yo accomplish iits mission,
aad by 1 My 1981 the intensity of the enewy attack subsided, Howsver, the
auemy, oven though he had Jost enormous mumbers of men, had nob exhmusted
ﬁi&.affehsiva.ea@abi&iﬁies.

The Ghinese ed alms*b :.vt otoe Lo preparations for Lho ,Sacnnd b*i;m

i I"Icliln effort 4 this abtack was to L’%E

front. The plan now called for (4 hr‘

éﬁnﬁeﬂtriﬁéﬁpmanp@wer) ﬁhe.@eﬁﬁﬁ?&*
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bo the nome]l sapplies -o rabions, eans of weber and smmiwit
cudied alzhd Kerean men bo corry one fovpasse dvus vy Ghe Bill; one mon
aould carry a roll of barbed wire or a box of rabienz. A rovnd Lrdp ook
hres or fouy hours,” {(41:178)  The oxen were neoed primerily to brangport

a sesticn of L2 inch rortars and to stockpile mortar ammuition.

The bettallon prepared Lto defensive sector. The men labored painstal-
ingly to meke thedr positions the ghrongest they had ever cccoupded. The
Bavbalion commanderty defonse plan included the uvse of frlendly air burst
mmi}i?m:*y fire on Hig own pogibions 1L 1t should become nepsessary. He
fovced lis comparies to gongtroct bunkers strong ensngh to protect them
feom thte fire. WO0n 10 Yay the commander
4. Van Fleet) and the comander of X Corps (04, Gen. T M. Admond) dandes
by heldconber on M1l 800 and declewsd the Jrd Babtalion's prepavations bs

be the nest fowild |
. 5 Lo the porth o 1L gen )
tne vaualﬂ*}eag:r ravine, = .gmooth seddle sonpédte
5 mefshl’tkfly sneny averne of APPPOEGT.
& :a'tc;mgs'}'.ﬁi'h;ts encl of the saddlo and
' g5 betwean‘lheaﬁmrm. On bop ef
erg. Obher company pesibioms

vped down te the soubhwest and

51 the mnenwmunr;hgﬂ the Seeond Shep, il

tartod W twenbysone Chinsse Oo
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bhe ooliph of W

gneonap, wWith the U obhe artillery Dorward obsevver,

i,

25 bBhe oneny abback began az expected, aleopg the sade

fremb of ML 800, As bhe Ghinese resthed the firest wive a

VT,

S
1,
&

vived yords Drem the Line of B Gompany bankers, they opened fire.

held fbs fire wpbdl the enewy reached the second wire barrier.
The noppany copmander tried to bring iv artillery fire, bub the telephone

Tive bebween his cowmend post and he artillery forward ehsapver®t bunker

oy o Pow rlrtes afier the athbaek started. Alwost siwalbaneovs.-
Yy, the cowpany compmnder's lines o his st Platoon and do hatbellion failed.

- wapre ook ellber by enemy soldi ers or by the Chinese mertar arst ardbil-
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wy Tive whith had beoome intense. The company had not buried ibs

- H é‘o?:::“ny' & maohis

e gun and 75w reeoiless rifle platoon
. | "‘Tﬁgé@l-:ﬁe-zi wers in positions on hop of bthe
' iﬁ@"mﬁz__s- {¥st and 3rd), from which they .
';r_em‘.té of approach, The M Corpary

panic, gave the order o hin

shider had no cowmmicvations at o171,

of the break in hig

Mm‘f;rﬁ‘::;;:;aim‘%}i-cm.,_ W
wmmm? post bunbor,

Hhe e

5 opesl o,

wgmathen Bas
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Iy

ey nondd adiust artiiery Dive wheve they hnew

 anderstording bhat because of ‘ne cond

‘n

by ouged so that ne rounds Fell on the battle positions.

with no previous ceperlence in the adjastment of aytillevy,

aesl off the babdle pesibion fyom D

©adiushed O

o anemy e inforeomanbs.

the company copmander hmvried to the comand vost of the 3rd

Goan.  This bumker still bad communications with batbelion headquarters.

spiled the babtalion commander, reported the loss of the point of his

and regrested permission to use his 2nd Platoon, the reserve, in a

mpattock. The colonsl grenbed this request and the caplain moved 4t
into position fav the abtack.

The ecounteratbacking force was composed of the conparny commander, the
wiabotn lesder, ensthor company officer and thirty-six enlisbed men., Ti
siarved {orwerd in a Mre of skivwishers, and although unsupported by avtil-
lewy Tire, advanced steadily. The Chinese tried to stop them with machine
gun fire and grevadesy bub the platoon, guided by the three officers and
Piring steadily, continued one By 0130, 18 Hay, the counber attacking foroo
had rebalen W11 80, -Company X dnmediately reorpgardised and consolidated
ibe pozition. 'Communications were restored and srbillevy and h.2 ineh

mertor Dire wag eoncenbrated on the saddle leading to Hi11 916, Mothing

ae hmppened on HAI1 B00 for the rest of the nipht,?" (1:188)

WAL daylight on 18 May, Company X soreened and gleared M1 800G, They
found a censldopable mber of Chinese bodies and wary enemy wespoms aud
wheses of oouipnent.
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ot and the labter too slow ho uso.  Wiee, the posd reliable mpaos, smab

be bpoked we by opadio and vigual sigoeliog.  Oreat offort wmust be meds to

1 mhould

et bhe wive Yebays dn®. In the defense, commmiesntion wi
be buried desp enough so bhat 1t will pob be cul Ly surfase [vapments op
spenmy patrels.  Yhere must be bwo or more Lines, laid over different routes,
compeeting fleld telephones to switehbeards. I8 a pesildon is iwportand
erwgh bo have a phone, bthen it is worth bthe work on the wire recessary to
ingare that the phone will be available when it 1s needed most,

For a sucgessiul defense in mmz'ryi:s;iim; especially doring darkness, a
andd wost have streng, determined la'aidefx‘rs, partionlarly at the Lower levels,
en o smell wdt lesder foile in & gituation where control is .deeenrlmaliéﬂ_éd ,
the effects.on the deéfense can be ‘ver); Bserious.

Hownbain: wapfare ‘offers gmat o;mt'wmt;sr for guccess to the agpresaive
. behe egneny 's failures, even bhough

appressively led and well execubed

strong defensive position, e’
18, in both the planning Lor and
& coumembmch reshar ed fiﬁllj@_’:f,_

cmy K began to ﬂmctwn iﬁ _




CORNCHIBLON

Tha war in Reyes did not tesch us awy cowplebely new wilitary lessons

¢ defomse lo wonpbains.  Hather, the well known tactical eopgider-

i

PR T
abions were oned apain prover o be gerrect. Wwen defending in mountoins,
e copmener musb foree himself to observe the fundamentals of defense ag
opposed Yo trying 4o cever his whole fromb with men and fire,

He resh wee the bterpvain as camiﬁﬁl@y a8 he uses his waapqmso In mewns

‘-t, if- mot ':mga sable ta ’Lraclwd and wheeled V@hlcl(}&, the key to

Lerpain affectca hm Jugh as it (xmf,u'

g

g ,mbo account. when gelelcut tmmn{,
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aral offensive designed to encirele and desiroy I Corpo. Thess

soldiars would pot retrent. 4s they were comprogeed tighber and tighier

s

in thelr perimoter defense, they called fov olose-in aiyr sbeikes o

in holding firme  Complebely surrounded by tremendous mwbers; these imlons

Leabile; vesolube, and tenacious soldiers fought back with wnswrpassed fop-

Gitade wnd cotivage. &y mmmition ran low and the advencing hovdes moved

eloser and ¢loser, these splendid soldiers fought back viciously to srevent
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LIESTBRAND -QULONEL JAMES POWEK CAMNE, D.5.0. (3364%)
The Floveestershire Replwend

Op the night 28nd/83ed Apell, L9581, Lieubenant-Coloncd Carne's balinl-~
loty L Glosbers, was heavily atbtecksed and the enemy on the Imjin River wers
vepulsed, having suffered heavy casualties, On 23rd, 2hth and 25th Aoeil,
1951, the Batbalion was heavily and incessently enpaged by vestly superior
muwbers of onemy, who repeatedly leunched mass atbacks, but were stopped

at close guarters.

and’ 25tk Aprils 3951, the Batbalion was complehely oub

; bt remained s fighting entity, in fuce
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b was apparent that hiz Satbolion would et be pelieved

n orders from higher anthorily, he orgeuized his Battalion inbo swall,

offioer-led portdes, who then broke oub, whilab he himsell in charge of a
smadl party Tosght his way oul, bub was capbured within 2l hours.
Tdenbenant-Colonel Carne showed powers of leadership whieh can seldom

heve beer surpassed iv the hisbory of our Arey.

He inapired his officers and men to Lfight boyond the norms’l Timits of
fmman endurance, in spite of overwhelming cdds and ever-increasing casual.-

ties; shortage of ammunition and of water. -~ London Gazetle, 27th Qotober,

1953,
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o el the Vleboria Cregs to Ldenbensnt ¥hilip Eennedh Bdward Oov

{ drey

had %hey dene so, ibe eventuol withdrawsl of the conpary might well have

P odmmsossid

Hentenant Curbls's conduet was mapnificent throughout this bitter bate

Sl - London Gagetie, 1st December, 19%3.




5

2y IR ' SR SR L Sy
v Torence NEayd Pobor i—,z?}

3 M‘i’t&ﬁx e iztﬁxumw mréﬂn b
{Poalhnuons )

wrs wan capbured subsequent to the Bebtle of the Tmjiu
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Riwes , 22nd-20th dpredld, 1951, By this time he had sngbained a sorious
woand An the top of e bead and yeb another most painfl wound in the awm
ag & vesull of this sction.

n the lourngy to Fyongyang with other captives, he sel a magnificent

ensnle of o cand fortitude in remaining with wounded other ramks on

the mare) C el -:lt--.iiﬁ;;sf;c?lfxﬁy' +to gare for to the best of his abilily.

g a Jourhey of Anmense hardship and privation, the:

i ch*bhey Werehefhd captive. They
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e i oan effeord bo save

bhelr lives, This he

iidy giving the necespary dngbrvebions o Lhe sendor obher rank Wil

a.-,

British parby, Serpesnt Hoper, b the mem would po upon his order withend

a3l

soaet would save the lives of his e

Whilat yeallaing that Hh

refuped to go Wihsell, sware that ‘the bash of melwbaining Beitish pedd

was vesbad in hime



