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OPERATIONS OF THE TUYEN DUC SECTOR INTELLIGENCE PLATOON
(ARVN) IN THE AIRMOBILE REINFORCEMENT CF TAHINK, REPUB-
LIC OF VIET NAM, 818 DECEMBER 1967. (PERSONAL EXPER-

IENCE OF A ASSISTANT SUB-SECTOR ADVIBOR.)

INTRODUCTION

In the late fall of 1967, guerrllla activity had
inereaeed to such an extent in the 11 Corps Tactleal
Zone that the Republic of Viet Nam Armed Forces sup=
ported by Free World Military Forces were heavily en-
gaged in a varlety of counterinsurgeney operatlons 1ln
support of exlsting pacificatlon and revolutlonary de-

¥elopment programsa.

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The 234 Infantry Division (ARVN) with headquarters
in Ban Me Thucot, Darlac Sector, wae widely dlspursed
throughout its DTA with the misslon of supporting re«
volutionary development operatione. The mission implled
a general defenelve role down 0 and ln¢luding company
level throughout the DTA thereby limiting the Division'e
capability to conduct large scale offenelve operations.
Free World Military Forces assumed the offenslve and
possessed the capabllity of provliding brigade slzed
reaction forces to the DTA. Advisory Team 34, wlth
1tes headquarters co-located with headquarters 234 In-
fantry Division (ARVN) in Ban Me Thuot, was actlvely
engaged in advisory and asslstance dutles within the
233 Infentry Division (ARVHi and throughout the DTA.
(8ee Map “A")



THE SPECIAL SITUATION

In late November 1967, Tuyen Duc Sector was
engaged in military, para-mllitary, and civil assls-
tance operatlons in support of revolutlonary develop=
ment and paclflcation programs. The dlsposition and
misslon of the Reglonal and Popular Forces ere gener-
ally defenslve 1n nature. Offenslive operatlions were
limited to Popular Force squad slzed night ambush oper-
ations and occasiocnal Regional Force company slzed
search and destroy operations. ARVN units lncluded
three 105 mm howltzed platoons and one intelligence
rlatoon. At the time, there were no other Free World
Military Forces in the Sector. Statlc securlty and
revolutlonary development support misslons prevented
the ten Reglonal Force Companiees 1in the Sector from
conducting search and destroy operatlone and greatly
reduced the Province Chlef's capabllity to conduct a
joint battallon sized operation. (8ee Map "B")

Early in December 1967, Loecal and Maln Force
Viet Cong actlivltles 1lncreased. Platoon and company
elzed attacks against popular force outposts occured
frequently throughout the sector. HRevolutlonary de-
velopment teams were harrassed dally. Local elections
of ¥1llage and hamlet officlals continued desplte
Viet Cong threats, occasional kidnappings, and assag=
inatione. The Viet Cong attacks occured at nlght and
were characterlzed by well planned small unit raids
deslgned to demoralize rather than to destroy RF and

PF unlts.

At 0800 hours 8 December, the Hamlet Chief from
| 4



Tahlne Hamlet, Don Duong Sub-sgector, appeared at Duc
Trong Bubsector Headquarters and reported that a Viet
Cong force had attacked his hamlet at 0100 that morning
k11ling 55 of Tl popular force soldlers comprising hise
two popular force platoons, and burned his hamlet. The
survivors of the two popular force platoons had fled.
He further stated that the Viet Cong force was still

in the vlelnlty of Tahine and had indlcated to him

that they were part of a battalion slze foree and would
walt for a reaction force and destroy it. Hls life was
spared, he eaid, so that he could report the incldent.
The information recelved from the Hamlet Chief was re~
layed by radlo to Sector Headquartere in Dalat and Don
Duong Bub-Sector Headquarters in Don Duong. The Hamlet
Chief was then transported to Sector Headquarters for
further gquestioning.

Further questioning of the Hamlet Chief at Sector
Headquarters revealed that the Viet Cong force had
attacked the hamlet and adjacent outpost during a
funeral ceremony. The Popular Force had lelft one squad
in the outpost and the remalnder of the force had at-
tended the funeral ceremony. The majorlity of the male
population of the hamlet including the Popular Forece
that attended had congregated in the center of the
hamlet and 1incapacitated themselves with rice wine
during the celebration. According the the Hamlet Chlef,
one platoon of Viet Cong had entered the hamlet from
the north and south, avoilding the outpost, and exe-
cuted the Popular Force in the hamlet. 8ome civilians

had been killed and wounded during the attack. When

5



the Popular Force squad in the outpost moved to the
hamlet to asslist, it was ambushed and destroyed. Ale
though the Popular Force had an AN/Pre-10 redlo in the
outpost, they had been unable to contact Don Doung Sub-
sector. The radlo had been confiscated by the Viet
Cong together with the weapons, smunition and equlp~
ment of the Pdpular Force. The remailnder of the Viet
Cong force occupled the high ground to the south and
east of the hamlet and had indicated they would walt
for a reactlon force and destroy it at any cost. The
majorlty of the hamlet population had evacuated the
hamlet and were congregating in the southern portlon

of Due Trong Sub-sector. (See Map "C")

THE SECTOR PLAN

The fact that Tahine Hamlet was accesslble only
by foot and alr and was located well beyond the range
of the artlllery platoons in the sector had made 1t
vulnerable to Viet Cong harrassment. The succese of
local electlione, the above average size of hamlet, and
the presence of two Popular Force platoons made Tahlne
a formidable target.

At 1000 nours on 8 December, LtCol Lloyd Mlchaels
Senlor Advisor of Tuyen Duc Sector, and the Province
Chief, LtCol Trung Blch consulted with members of the
Sector Staff and decided that the locatlen and size
of Tahine Hamlet made its exlistance of vital importance
to the success of the pacificatlon and revolutlonary
development program in Don Duong Sub-sector. Major
Charles Wilkie, Senior Advisor in Don Duong Bub-sector,
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agreed. The impact of the destruction of Tahine and
two Popular Force platoons would have a demoralizing
effect throughout the SBector.

Plans to reconstitute the force that had been de-
stroyed at Tahlne were hastlly begun. LtCol Michaels
reasoned that previous Viet Cong hit and run tactlcs
had been generally successful throughout the sector and
reaction forces had seldom been successful 1ln locating
Viet Cong foreces. At 1015 hours 8 December he dlrected
a Sector FAC to conduct an amerial reconnalssance of
Tahine Hamlet and the surrounding area. The results
confirmed the destruction of the hamlet but revealed
no trace of a Viet Cong force in the area. Clvillans
were observed leaving the hamlet with thelr llve stock
and personal belongings. The hamlet was stlll burning.
The results of the aerial reconnalssance further cone
vinced LtCol Michaels that the Viet Cong platoon that
had attacked Tahlne was not organic to a battallon and
that no battalion silzed force lay ln ambush at Tahine.

LtCol Michaels, LtCol Bich and Maj)or Wilkle eval=-
uated the forces avallable to reconstltute the defense
at Tahine Hamlet and concluded that the: capabllities
and avellabllity of the Sector Intelllgence Platoon
(ARVN) made 1t well sulted for the mission.

The inaccessablllty of Tahlne and the need to
qulckly provide protection and asslistance to the pop=
ulation brought about the possibllity of conducting an
alrmoble operation. At 1100 hours 8 December, LtCol
Michaels submitted a report by radlo to the Senior Ad-
visor, 234 Infantry Divislon (ARVN) and requested six
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UH~ID helicopters and an armed helleopter escort to
transport the 36 man Intelligence Platoon to Tahlne.
At 1130 8 December, the 234 Division Tactical Oper-
etions Center replied by raedio that the hellcopters
were avallable with one light armed hellcopter fire
team for an escort. LtCol Michaels confirmed the alr-
moble concept with LtCol Bich and Major Wilkie. At
1145 hours 8 December, a radlo message from the 23d
Divislon Tactlcal Operatlons Center stated the helie
copters would be provided by I Field Force Headquart-
ers, Nha Trang, and would arrive st Dalat Army Alr-
field at 1500 hours 8 December.

The Sector Plan was to alrlift the Sector Intel=-
ligence Platoon from D_lat Army Airfleld to Tahine
Hemlet prlor to darkness, occupy the hamlet outpost,
and¢ conduct an investigation of the Viet Cong attack.
Intelllgence information gained during the operation
was to be reported by radlo at regular intervals.
1Lt Frank Moore, the Sector S8-2 Advisor would accom=-
pany the Intelligence platoon. The 266 RF Company in
Due Trong Bub-sector would move from ite outpost to
Sub-gsector Headquarters and be prepared to move on
foot to the viclnity of Tahine and conduct a search
and destroy operation. As Assistant Sub-sector Ad-
viser, Due Trong Sube-sector, I was directed to accom~
pany the 266 RF Company. BSector FAC would be avalle~
able during daylight houre to act as & radio relay and
dlrect tactleal alr support if required. MNo further
instructlons were glven to the Sector Intelligence
Platoon or the 266 RF Company.
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LtCol Michsels, Sgt Robert Ames (Bector Com-
unications Chief), Major Wilkle, Captaln Trung Qui i
(Sector Operations Officer), Captain Le Luan (Deputy
Province Chlef), 2Lt Van Tuy (Sector Asslstant £-2
and 2Lt Lo Cuc (Aseistant Sectorls—h) would accompany
the Intellligence Platoon to Tahine, conduct lnspectlon

and return to Sector prior to darkness.

THE PREPARATION

1Lt Tln Van, Sector Intelligence Platoon Leader,
recelved hls misslon orally from LtCol Bich at Sector
Headguartere at 1200 hours 8 Dgcember. I received my
mieslon orally from Major Ceclil Wallls, Senlor Advisor,
Duc Trong Sub=-sector at Subesector Hesdquarters at
1300 hours 8 December. After receiving my misslon, I
called Bector Headquarters on the radic and requested
g2 FAC to land at Lien Khong Alrport and plck me up
ABAP. At 1330 hours 8 December, the FAC and I departed.
Lien Khong Airport and flew to Tahine where I began
an serlsl reconnalssance of the area surrounding the
hamlet.

‘The 266RF Company arrived at Duc Trong Sub-sgector
Headquarters at 1530 houre 8 December in four 2} ton
trucke provided by the Sector RF/PF Training Center in
Duc Trong Sub-sector. Upon arrival, the 266 RF Company
establlahed securlty positions around Sub-sector Hezad-
quarters and awalted further instructlons.

After recelving his mlsslion, 1Lt Van instructed
hls platoon esergeant to feed the platoon, draw 2 days

rations and amunltlon and be prepared to move the ouHi:s~
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platoon to Dalat Army Airfield at 1330 hours. 1Lt Van
went to the Sector S~2 Sectlon, drew maps of the Tahins
aree and recelved a brief intelllgence brlefing. At
1330 hours 8 December, the platoon loaded two 2/ ton
trucks and moved to Dalat Army Alrfield. Upon arrivel
at 1345 hours, 1Lt Van briefed the platoon on the mig=-
slon and awalted the arrival of the hellicopters. At
1430 houre 8 December, LtCol Michaels and hie inspec-
tion party arrived at Dalat Army Alrfield. (LtCol Bich
wag unable to accompany LtCol Michaels on the operation
due to & prior commitment). At 1445 hours 8 December,
LtCol Micheels conducted final co-ordination with 1Lt

van and the FAQ.

NARRATION

The troop lift helicoptere and thelr armed helicop=-
ter escort arrlved at Dalat Army Alrfleld at 1600 hours
8 December; one hour late.

LtCol Mlchaels briefed 1Lt Van, the helicopter
flight commander, and the armed hellcopter team leader
on the alr movement plan. The Intelligence Platoon
would utlillize five UH-ID hellcopters with seven troops
in each helicopter. LtCol.Michaels and his inspection
party of seven would utilize the sixth 1ift helicopter.
The movement would consist of one 1lift of six helicop-
ters. The two armed hellecopters providing escort dur-
ing the movement to Tahine, at the LZ, during the in-
spection, and during the return flight of the lnspec-
tion party helicopter to Dalat Army Airfield. The
five 1ift helicopters would return without escort to
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to Dalat Army Airfield after unloading the Intellligence
Platoon at the L2, refuel and return to Nha Trang. The
1ift and lending at the LZ would be executed in a column
formation with the command helicoptsr leading. The LZ
would be the dry rlce paddy area at the south-west cor-
ner of Tahine hamlet. The 1ift would follow Highway 1
south from Dalat to the 305 RF Company outpost, turn
eact, approach the LZ and land in an easterly directlon.
All hellcopters would return to Dalat using the same
route. The flight time from D™lat Army Airfield to
Tahine Hamlet was estimated to be 25 minutes. The Lz

was assumed to be secure. (See Map "D")

THE AIR MOVEMENT AND LANDING

The air movement began at 1630 hours 8 December.
In route to the LZ, LtCol Michmels recelved a radlc =
message from the FAC flying over Tahline that the sit-
uation on the ground had not changed. The alr movement
was executed as planned and without an lncldent. At
1700 hours 8 December, the slx 1ift nelicopters with
LtCol Michaele' hellcopter leading, landed at the LZ
in column formation. The two armed hellicopters ex-
scuted low-level orbits to the north and south of the
hamlet. The inspection party dismounted thelr hellcop-
ter and stood in a group in front of it. The Intel-
ligence Platoon was slow in dismounting and began to
walk towards the outpost. At 1701 houre, the LZI wae
engulfed in small arme and automatle weapons filre.
Pive mortar roundes exploded in the vielnlty of the
| 11



11ft helicopters. The enemy fire came from the out-
post and all along the wood line on the high ground to
the south and east. I told the FAC we:were recelving

hite on our alrcraft from automatic weapons fire.

THE VIET CONG AMBUSH

Sgt Ames was wearing an AN/PRI 25 radio. LtCol
Mlchaels transmitted to the FACIthat they were recelv-
Ing mortar fire. The hellicopters on the LZ immedlately
began to 1lift off whlle receiving heavy enemy fire from
the outpost. Their direction of flight took them be-
tween the outpost and the high ground to the south and
east at low level. All six helicopterse departed. ?our
hellcopters began to malfunetlon in flight and reported
to the flight commander that two crewmen had been wound-
ed. The fllight commander declded to land his flight
at Lien Khnong Alrfield adjacent to Duc Trong Sub-sector
Headquarters. At 1735 houre 8 December, the six heli-
copters landed at Lien Khong. Two helicopters were on
fire.

As the nelicopters departed the Li, the FAC and I
observed the Viet Cong assault the LZ from the high
ground to the south. We estimated the assault consls=-
ted of two Vliet Cong companies. We estlmated also that
another Viet Cong company occupled the outpost. The
inspection party remalned in a group and ran for the
nearest cover at the southern edge of the hamlet.

The Viet Cong small arms and automatlc weapons
fire from the outpost and the Viet Cong asszult on the
LZ separated the Intelllgence platoon from the .:i-
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inspectlion party at the southern edge of the hamlet.
1Lt Van managed %o dlrect the Intelligence Platoon to
a dralnage ditch on the northern edge of the LZ. The
time was now 1730 hours, 8 December. It was nearly
dark. {See Map "E")

The F4C attempted to call LiCol Michaels on the
radio but recelved no answer. At 1735 hours 8 D@cember,
the armed helicopter fire team leader radloed the FAC
that he had attacked the outpost with rockete, recelved
heavy automatlic weapons fire and had made a forced
landing one km east of the outpost. The remaining
armed helicopter monitered the transmission and the
pilot stated he would land and rescue the crew. He
furtner stated he had expended hls ordnance and re-
quested that FAC destroy the downed hellcopter follow-~
ing the rescue. The rescue was successful and the
FAC destroyed the dowﬁed helicopter with two WP rock-
eta. The time was now 180% houre. It was dark. Fur-
ther attempte by the FAC to contact LtCol Michaels by
radio falled. At an altitude of 5000 feel above
Tahine Hamlet, tracer rounds from enemy automatle -
weapons burned out just beneath ocur alrecraft. The
FAC and I estimated the heavy enemy machine gun firing
at us was a .50 ealiber weszpon.

At 1815 hours 8 December, the FAC radioed Sector
Headquarters in Dalat and submitted a current situation
report. 1Lt Van and the Intelligence Platoon had last
been observed withdrawing north from Tahlne Hamlet
with one Viet Cong company in pursuit. Communicatlions
had been lost with friendly forces on the ground. The

exact dleposition of the platoon and the lnspectlon
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party was unknown.

The FAC and I returned to Llen Khong Alrport and
landed. The three damadged UH-ID helicopters had been
gecured by one platoon from the 266 RF Company. The
flight commander had returned to Nha Trang with the
three remaining hellcopters and the one remalning srmed
hellcopter. The three wounded helicopter crewmen had
been glven medical aid at Lien Khong for small arms
wounds and evacuated by the helicopter flight command-
er to the 8th Field Hospital in Nha Téang.

At 1815 hours 8 December, Major Edward Vaughn,
the Deputy Sector Advisor, submltted a situation report
by radlio to the 234 Infantry Division Tactical Opera-
tibns Center and requested an armed flare ship (dragon
ship) to support the ground operation at Tahine. The
request was approved and the armed flare shlp arrived
at Tahlne at 190C hours 8 December.

With no communications with the friendly forces
on the ground at Tahline, Major Vaughn made the assump-
tlon that if LtCol Micheels, the inspectiion party and
the Intelligence Platoon had survived the Viet Cong
aembush at Tahlne, they would have attempted to secure
and defend the outpost. He,therefore, directed the
armed flare ship not to fore into the outpost.

Illuminatlon of the area detected no movement
or ground actlon, friendly or enemy. Contlnued attempts
to establlish communication with LtCol Micheels wers
unsuccessaful. At 2300 hours 8 December, the armed
flare shlp reported that it had expended lts ordnance
and was departing Tahlne for its base in Pleiku. A
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second armed flare shlp requested by Major Vaughn
arrived at Tahine at 2400 hours 8 December and re~
mained at Tahine until 0400 hours 9§ December with
negative results.

Aerisl observation of Tahine contlnued through
the night. Two Sector FACs were used to meintain
continous observation. Attempts by the FACe to
esteblish communicatlons with LiCol Michaels were
also unsuccessful.

At BMRT (0530 hours) on 9 December, Major Vaughn
requested two alr strike eortles attack the area of
Tahine; again excluding the outpost. A Bector FAC
directed the air strikes snd reported no friendly

or Viet GCong activitiy in the area.

THE RETURN AND DEBRIEFING OF THE INTELLIGENCE PLATOON

At 0830 hours 9 December, the SBector Intelllgence
Platoon appeared at Duc Trong Sub=-sector Headquarters
witn all platoon persone. The Platoon Leader, 1L%
Van and the platoon sergeant, Sgt. Trung, were gques-
tioned separately by Major Wallle and I. Thelr
accounts of the ground actlon at Tahine coinsided and
confirmed what the PAC and I had observed prlor to
darkness on 8 December.

After organizing nlse platoon and taking cover in
the drainage ditch on the northern edge of the Lz,
1Lt Van had observed the two Viet Cong companies moving
tb his right and left 1n an obvious attenpt 8 @A®elop
his position. The Viet Cong company in the outpost

was in & position to support the envelopement and
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ruled out any attempt by the Intellizence Platoon to
move to and oceupy that position. 1Lt Van, therefore,
directed hls platoon to execute an involuntary wlth-
drawal to the north and attempt to break contact with
the Viet Cong 1in the Jungle. Darkness would provide
concealment for the platoon during the withdrawal.

1Lt Van further stated that LtCol Michaels and 3gt.
Ames had been kllled on the LZ by Viet Cong small arms
fire. Nelther 1Lt Van or Sgt. Trung knew what had

happened to the remainder of the inspsctlon party.

THE SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION

Aerial observatlon of Tahine continued with no slgn
of enemy or friendly activity in the area. At 0900
houre 9 December, Major Vaughn and LtCol Blch arrived
at Duc Trong Sub-gzector Headquarters to further debrief
1Lt Van and the members of the Intelllgence Platoon
and formulate a plan to deteramlins the fate of the in-
spectlon party et Tahine. Although the armed flare
shipe had saturated the srea around Tahlne all night
and the air strikes at BMNT had also devastated the
area, Malor Vaughn considered it a gamble to send the
266 RF Company on an operation in the area around
Tahine. LtCol Bich sgreed. At 1000 hours 9 December,
Major Vaughn sent a message by radlo to the 234 Divl-
slon Tactical Operatione Center requesting the assls-
tance of US ground forces to conduct a search and de=
etroy operation in the area surrounding Tahine.

At 1200 hours 9 December, the lat Brigade, 10lst
alrborne, operating in Lam Dong Sector to the south,
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received instructions to conslder the employment of
ites reserve battallon for the mission at Tahlne.

Meanwhile LtCol Bich moved the 105 mm howltzer
platoon (ARVN) from Duc Trong Sub-sector to the
305 RF Company outpoet using the 266 RF Company mounted
in trucks a8 a convoy escort. The convoy arrived at
the 305 RF Company outpost at 1100 hours and the 105 mm
howitzer platoon (ARVN) registered 1ts two guns on Tahilne
A sector command post was established at the 305 RF
company outpost. At 1300 hours, the Deputy Brigade
Commander of the lst Brigade, 1Clst Alirborne arrived
at the 305th RF Company outpost to began coordlnatlon
for the employment of the brigsde's reserve battallon
in a search and destroy operatlon at Tahlne. At 1345
hours 9 December, a plan for the operation had been
formulated and approved by the Brlgade Commander.
At 1530 hours 9 December, a 105 mm howlizer battery r
from the 1st. Brigade arrived by hellcopter and a
battalion fire base was established three kllometers
south of the 305 RF (Company outpost along Hlghway 1.
The 266 RF Company was employed to secure the battery
position. The battery began registrstion of lts guns
on Tahine. At 0700 hours 10 December, the assault
elements of the 23 Bn. 327th Infantry (ABN) landed
on multiple landing zones and secured Tahine and the
surrounding sarea. No enemy resistance was encountered.
(5ee Map "F")

At 1730 nours 1C December, LtCol Michaels, Major
Wilkie, 1Lt Moore and Sgt Ames were found desd in

Tahine Hamlet.
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The 24 Bn. 327th &onducted company slzed zearch
and destroy operations in the area surrounding Tahlne
from 10-17 December with negative results. At 0900
hours 11 December, Captaln Quil and Captaln Luan were
found dead three kilometers north of Tahlne. At 1330
hours 12 December, 2Lt Tuy and 2Lt Duc were found
dead two kilometers south of Tahine. On 18 December
at 1700 hours, the 24 BN, 327th Infantry (ABN) was
extracter by ailr from Tahlne by the lst Brigade and

returned to Phan Rang.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. LtCol Michael's analysis of the situatlon at
Tahine and subsequent concept for the alrmoblle oper-
ation were influenced by the followlng factse:

A. Viet Cong activity in the Bector had been
characterized by small unit night raids conducted a-
gaingt Popular Force outposts.

B. SBector reaction force operatlons had sel-
dom been successful in locating Viet Cong forces.

C. Aerial observation of Tahine Hamlet and
the surrounding area on the morning of 8 December had
produced negative results.

LtCol Michaels was not influenced by the follow-
ing factel

A. Local force Viet Cong possessed the cap-
sbility to conduct a battalion size operatlon.

B. The inhabitants of Tahlne were evacuatlng
thelr hamlet.

C. The Viet Cong were proficient in the use
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of camouflage, cover ané oonceslment.
D. The Hamlet Chlef from Tahlne was sonsld-
ered a rellable source of intelligence informatlion.

2% The Bector plan included a search and destroy
operation to be conducted on order by the 266 RF Com-
pany. Although the company was repositioned, ite as-
sembly area at Duc Trong Sub-sector Headquartere was
not close enocugh-to Tahlne Hamlet. Consequently, the
time-~-dlistance factor involved precluded the rapld em~
ployment of the company when the Intelligence Platoon
vwas ambushed on the LZ at Tahine. Although the 266RF
Company did not constitute a reserve force, it could
have been used as such.

3. The Bector Plan d4id not include the use of all
avallable fire support. The 105 mm Howitzer Platoon
(ARVN) located at Duc Trong Sub~sector Headquarters
coulé have been repositioned to provide prepatory flres
on the LZ and support a ground tactical plan. The 266
RF Company could have been used ag an escort force.

The 305th RF Company outpost, located three kilimeters
north-west from Tahine Hemlet, was a secure fire base.

Tactical alr support was avallable upon request
with the capabllity of executing pre-planned, lmmediate,
and combat alr patrol missione in support of the alp-
mobile operatlon.

4. LtCol Michsels' declslon to land his command
and control helicopter at the LZ with the assualt hel-
lcopter 1ift:idespardized the success of the operatlon
and the llves of eltht key sector personnel. Ae Senlor
Sector Advlisor and Commander of the alrmobile operation
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he had the responsibllity to locate himself where he
could best control the operatlon and influence the
action.

5. Although 1Lt Moore had planned to use an AN/PRG
25 radlo for communications during the ground operatlon,
he 41d not select a member of the Intelllgence Platoon
to canry the radio and act as his radio operator.
Consequently, the platoon and the radlo became separ—
ated oﬁ the Li. Furthermore, 1Lt Moore 414 not accom-
pany the platoon 1n one of the 1lift helicopters. When
the platoon was anmbushed on the LZ, 1Lt Moore was cut
off from the platoon by Viet Cong ground fire.

6. The aseault landing at 1700 hours allowed the
Intelllgence Platoon and the inspectlon party less than
one hour of daylight to secure the outpost and mzke
an inspection of the namlet and surrounding area. Con-
sequently, darkness 1In the latter stage of the ambush
concealed the actlons and movement of the Viet Cong
force and prevented aerlal obeervation of the ground

action.

TRAINING IMPLICATIONS

1. When planning an operation, a thorough and
oblectlive analysis of all avallable intelllgence infor-
matlon ls required to lnsure the successful accomplish-
ment of the misslon.

2. Landlng 2zones are never assumed to be secure.

3. A deserted hamlet ls usually an indication
that there are heavy forces in the area. Civilians
will normally leave thelr homes and hamlet only to
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protect thelr lives.

4. The capebllities as well as the limltations
of the enemy must be glven equal conslderation 1ln an
intelligence estimate.

5. The plen for en alrmoblle operatlon must pro-
vide for the use of zll avallable fire support. Prep-
atory fires on LZe are co-ordinated and dellivered by
artilliery, tactlical air and armed helicopters.

6. The command and control element of a airmobile
operation can best control the operation from the air.
Once landing zones are secured and the ground tactical
plan ls executed, the commander may land and establish
command and control on the ground.

T+ An advisgor %o a unit conducting an airmobile
operation must accompany the unit during the assault
1ift.

8. The small unit leader must not become separ-
ated from hls communicatlions equipment.

9. The time of execution for the alrmoblle op=-
eratlon muet be glven careful conslderation. An air=-
moblle operation conducted during hours of darkness
make command and control more difficult and restrict

the abllity to observe and zdjust supporting fires.
W”W

Major Willlam A. Blashfleld
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