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BasedBa ed on officialoffioial recordsrecordarecord and personalpersonal-
experiences.

pers-
onable

personal-
experiences.

pers-
onable

personal-
experiences.

pers-
onableexperiences.experiences. The writer had many opporoppor-copperoppo-
rtunities

oppo-
rtunities

oppo-
rtunities
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officer

intellig-ence intelligence-
officer

intellig-ence intelligence-
officer
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nsidered
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nsidered

Co-
nsidered
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INTRODUCTION-

The

Introducti-

on

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION-

The

Introducti-

onThe GemanGertianGermanTertianGe n ArmyA in its effort to breakbreak-

through

break-

through

break-

throughthrough the Allied linoslineslimos and reach Paris had drivendriven-

a

drive-
n(1)1( ) 1stlot Div.DivDiv.-

P
Di-

v
. a deep pocket between SoissonsOrisons and Rheims.RheimsReins. (1)1(1)-

This

1-
This

(1)-
F

1-
F

( l )

PF 99.99.
This pocketpocpock et had been widened and deepened untilwlt11 thethe-

town

thr-

own

the-

town

thr-

own

the-

town

thr-

owntown of Chateau-ThierryChateauThierryChateau-ThierThierTheoryTheir- had been occupied and thethe-

Mame

he-

mmed

the-

Mame

he-

mmed

the-

Marne

th-

eatreMameMarneNameArne river crossed.crossed. TftenTbLenFattenBlendT en the arrival of AmericanAmericRAmericaAmerican-

troops
Amer-

ican
Americ-

Rtroops

American-

troops
Amer-

icantroops hadbad strengthened the Allied lines , the dede-

fense

de-dede-

fense

de-

fense

¬-

fensefens stiffened and the enemy'senemysenemy' forwardfo vardWard movementmovement-

was

movem-

entwas halted.halted. Our attacks on Chateau-ThierryChateauThierryTheory- andand-

Belleau

A-
delle

and-

Belleau

A-
delle

and-

Belleau

A-
delleBelleauBelle Woods were successful and the Germans nownow-

found

new-

found

now-

found

new-

found

now-

found

new-

foundfound themselves wedged in a salient that could bebe-

made

be-

aded

be-

made

be-

aded

be-

made

be-

adedmade untenable by closing it or partially closing itit-

at
t-

at

it-

at
t-

at

it-

at
t-

atat the upperup er part.partpart.-

Marshal

patr-

iarchal

part.-

Marshal

patr-

iarchal

part.-

Marshal

patr-

iarchal

.

Marshal FochOuch decided that the surest way toto-

check

tr-

oche

to-

check

tr-

oche

to-

check

tr-

oche .check a further enemy advance was to attack the enemyenem-

yflank

ene-
my

eneReneenem-

yflank

ene-
myflank at the base of the salient , either west ofof-

Soissons

ob-

sessions(2)2( ) 1stlot Div.DivDiv.-

P
Di-

v
. SoissonsOrisons or east of Rheims.RheimsBheima.BheimaReinsBema. (2)2( ) He elected to attackattack-

P
attac-

k
attack-

west

attac-

kers
P 99-9999.-.

west of SoissonsSoissons.OrisonsSoissons.-

General

Soissons.-

General

*.

General PershlngPershingPerishing had tendered Marshal PochFochPoochOuchPoch-

the

Proc-

ter

Foch-

the

Oc-
tet

Foch-

the

Oc-
tetthe servicesservioes of the American troops for any task thatthat-

might

ham-

ming

that-

might

ham-

ming

that'-

might

that-

might

ham-

mingmight'might' be assigned them.them. The First and Second AmericanAmerica-

nDivisions

Americ-

anization

America-

nDivisions

Americ-

anization

America-

nDivisions

Americ-

anizationDivisions were chosenohosen to attack with the FirstFirst-

Moroocan

Fire-

storm
First-

Koroocaa

Fire-

storm
First-

Moroocan

Fire-

stormMoroocanKoroocaaMoroccan Division between them , on the western sideside-

of

sid-

e
side-

of

sid-

e
side-

of

sid-

eof the salient.salientsalient.-

The

salient-

.he

salie-
nt

.

The!he German High Command was well aware ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

off-

the

t-

hethe sensitiveness of this point and had taken thethe-

1

. , . . " , . , . .
.

. ,
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precaution to place along the SoissonsOrisons front sosom.esomesom.-

eof

so-
me

some-

of

so-
me

aeae-

of

ae-

ro

.

of itsi s bestbeat troops.troopstroops.-

"At

troops-

At
troo-

ps
.

"AtAt" the most criticalor1 ticsltics, point , southwest ofof-

Soisaons

B-

ostonians

of-

Soissons

ob-

sessions

of-

Soissons

ob-

sessionsSoisaonsSoissonsOrisonsSoisaonsveOrisons, \vevewe\ had placed a division that had foughtfought-

Vol.

foug-

ht
fought-

with
fou-

ght
fought-

with
fou-

ghtVol.VolViol. IIII-
Ludendorff's

II-
Ludendorffs

I II-
Ludendorff'

I-

Ludendorff
with special success in the East , and which hadhad-

Ludendorffs
had-

always

hal-

lways

had-

always

hal-

lways
LudendorffsLudendorff'sLudendorff'LudendorffEludedLudendorffsO-
wn
Ludendorff'sO-
wn

!' ss-

OwnOwn Story , always met the demands made upon it in the West.WestWest.-

P
Wes-

t
West-

.This

W-
est

West-

.This

W-
est

.
P: 307-313.307313.307313.307-313313- .

This divisiondivi3ion had not taken part in the Mayiuiayunitaryy "battlesbattles"battles-

and

battles-

and

battl-
es

"

and therefore was as much rested as could be allowedallowed-

to

allowe-

dto any division"divisiondivisAvis i on"on" .

"OurOur" infantryiufantry had not stood firmfinn at allall-

points

bal-

lpoint

all-

points

bal-

lpoint

all-

points

bal-

lpointpoints and in particular the division southwest ofof-

Soissons

ob-

sessions

of-

Soissons

ob-

sessions

of-

Soissons

ob-

sessionsSoissonsOrisons thattl1at had been considered so reliable , hadhad-

given

ho-

agie
had-

given

ho-

agie
had-

given

ho-

agiegiven way.way. The gap rapidly widenedespecially, towardtoward-

Soissons"

towar-

dSoissons

tow-

ards
toward-

Soissons"

towar-

dSoissons

tow-

ards
toward-

Soissons"

towar-

dSoissons

tow-

ardsSoissons"SoissonsOrisons" .

This was the situation on July 151; , 1911918$ whenwhen-

the

whet-

her

when-

the

whet-

her/ the l8th18th Infantry entruckedentl.uckedentluckedentrancedenlaced. at JuillyJuly and proceededproceeded-

to

proceed-
ed

'( to the GompeigneCompeigneGimpingCompeting Forest , near PalesnePales , where it ar-arar-
x

ar1-

1
Mar-

x
ar-

rived

ar-

rived

-
.

..x1-111-

1rived
.-

rived late that day.dayday.-
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PRELIMINARYPRmLIMINARYParliamentary ORDERS AITDANDAIDA1 D MOVEMENTSMOVEMEUTS210VMMNTSMOVEMENTS-

On

MOVEMEUTS-

On

210VMMNTS-

On

Movemen-

tsOn the night of July 16-171617- , the First andand-
Tycs

An-
dy

an-
dmorl

ca-
ndor

and-

Third

Ga-

ndhi
/Tycs/-Tycsmorl-morlToysmoralmorl-

Third
north-

ward /Tyc-
sThird

* /"-e*e-

fontaine

f-

ontanel

-
Third Battalions inarchedmarchedpinnacled to the vicinity of Ue&UeKIste-KIsteKIteKIste-

fontaine.

eta& -

fontainefontaine.fontanel,. and from there marched on the nightni ht ofof-

July

so-

ftly
of-

Ju17

of-

July

so-

ftlyJulyJu17 17-181718- to positions in line fromfr which the attackattack-

was

atta-
ckwas .launched.launchedaunohed.aunohedlaunched.. . The SecondSeoond Battalion marchedmarohed fromfrom-

Palesne

fro-

ntals(3)3( ) 18th Inf.InfInfo. PalesnePales to the line on the night ofot July 17-18.1718.1718.- . (3)3(3)-

2

3-

2

(33( )

' ''' ' '
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Orders were received froufrofrol.ifrolifrolic. l Brigade HeadHead-Hea-

dquarters

Hea-

dquarters

Hea-

dquarters

¬-

quarters on the afternoon of July l6th16th directingdirecting-

that

directingt-

ha.t
directi-

ngthattha.t. a reconnaissancereconna.issance. "bebe"

madernadegrade that night by companycompany-

and

compa-

nyand battalionbattalio commanders.commandersco=nanders.nandersmeanders. This reconnaissance ofof-

front

af-

front

of-

front

af-

front

of-

front

af-

frontfront line positions and routes of approach to themthem-

waa

the-

m
them-

was

Tho-

mas

them-

was

Tho-

maswaawasWada ordered to "bebe" completed by daylight on July 17th.17th17th.-

The

17th-

The

17th.-

The

17th-

The

17th.-

The

17th-

The

.

The Brigade Order prescribed that companycomvany commanderscommander-

sassemble

comma-
ndeers

commanders-

aSBe

command-

eers

commander-

sassemble

comma-
ndeersassembleaSBeaBe bleable at the Brigade C.C. P.P. at eight P.P. M.M. where aa-

truck

t-

ruck

a-

truok

p-

artook

a-

truck

t-

rucktrucktruok would be spotted to convey themthetlEthel to CoeuvresCoeuvreaOeuvresOeuvreCoeuvres-

where

Oeuv-
res

Coeuvrea-

where

Oeu-
vre

Coeuvres-

where

Oeuv-
reswhere guides would neetI:1eetI1eetmeetnet: them and conduct them to thethe-

positions

tem-

pestuous
the-

positions

tem-

pestuous
the-

positions

tem-

pestuouspositions they would occupy for the jump-offjumpoff- on thethe-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

ongingmorning of July l8th.l8th18th.18th. The trucktruok did not report andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe oowpanyoompanycompanycowpony commanderscownanders waited at BrigadeDrigade HeadquartersHeadquarter-

suntil

Headquar-
tersuntil eleven P.P. M.M. when the brigade commander'scommanderscolwnander'scolwnanderscolonnadesc , nder'sndersAnders' autoauto-auto-

mobile

auto-

mobile

auto-

mobile

¬-

mobile drove up to move the C.C. P.P. to a new locationlocation-

in

locatio-
nin Coeuvrea.CoeuvreaCoeuvred.CoeuvredOeuvre. The senior captain of the waitingwaiting-

group

wait-
ing

waiting-

group

wait-
ing

waiting-

group

wait-
inggroup , appreciating the urgencyurgenoy fortortore the reconnaissancerecomlaissance ,

commandeered the brigade commander'scommandersco n der'sdersdears' car and tooktook-

with

too-

lkit
took-

with

too-

lkit
took-

with

too-

lkitwith him the company commanders ofot the l6th16th and l8th18thl8th-

Infantry

18th-

Infantry

18th-

InfantryInfantry Regiments whosevthosethose companies were to make thethe-

initial
te-

ntacle
the-

initial
te-

ntacle
the-

initial
te-

ntacleinitial assault.assault. It was several hours later beforebefore-

the

beforet-

ime

before-

the

beforet-

ime

before-

the

beforet-

imethe remaining company commandersoommanders obtained transporta-transportatransporttransporta-

tion

transporta-

tion"

transport-

ation

transporta-

tionau

transpor-

tation

-

tioniontion"tiontionauionTina","MHk'MHkMk*' consequentlyvtheirconsequently.theirconsequentlytheirconsequentlyconsequently .their reconnaissancereoonnaissance was hastilyhastily-

made

hast-
ily

hastily-

made

hast-
ily

hastily-

made

hast-
ilymade and not as completeoomplete as it should have been.beenbeen-

.French

been-

.Frenoh

been-

.French

.

FrenchFrenoh guides met the reconnaissance partiesparties-

at
artie-

stat theth western exit ofot CoeuvresOeuvres and successfullysuocesstully ledled-

them

Le-

the
led-

them

Le-

the
led-

them

Le-

thethem in intense darkness through the ruined villagevillage-

O

village-

V

villag-

e.. , . .
, ; :1.1.1: . . ', ' " 1'1' . . .

. ; . . ,
.

.
.

. . 1; -"" -'; ,
' I.I. : . .

. , , -
II,3'

. , , , \ "

.
"
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into the areas they worewere to occupy.occupy. PromFrom thisthis-

reconnaissance

this-

reconnaissance

this-

reconnaissancereconnaissance , hastily made , under many difficuldifficul-difficultdifficul-

ties
difficult-

ies.
difficul-

ties
difficul-

ties

¬-

tiesties.ties,. the company commnderscommanderscom.com. ndersAnders gained all the informainforma-informalinforma-

tion

informa-

tion

informa-

tion

¬-

tionion they were to have to aid them in getting theirtheir-

troops

helio-

tropes

their-

troops

helio-

tropes

their-

troops

helio-

tropestroops into line.line. It has since remainedrer.1ainedrer1ained. a mysterymystery-

to

myste-
ryto these officers how they were able to retrace theirtheir-

steps
thirs-

tiest
their-

steps
thirs-

tiest
their-

steps
thirs-

tieststeps the following night.night. Battalion commanderscoirmanderscorianderscommander-

scompleted

comma-
ndeers

ccoirmanders-

completed
coria-

nders
r ndersAndersnders-

COIlpletedcompletedCOIlpletedColleted! their reconnaissancereconnaissace during the forenoonforenoon-

of

foreno-
onof July lth.lth17th.17thlathlth.-

Before

ther-

efore
17th-

.Before

17th-

Before

17th-

.Before

17th-

Before

? .

Before daylight , July 17th , thetnetine regimentalregimental-

C.

regimenta-

lC.C. P.P. had "beenbeen" established at Coeuvrea.CoeuvreaCoeuvres.CoeuvresOeuvreOeuvres. Owing to aa-

scarcity

s-

carcity
a-

scarcity

s-

carcity
a-

scarcity

s-

carcityscarcity of maps showing boundaries , objectives , etcetc.,. ,

envaqeden909c4enviedenvaqed-
the

en909c4-
the envie-d en a9C /
the operations officer was ,,,practicallyraot1cQllYpractically the entireentire-

day

entir-
ety

entire-

day

entir-
ety

entire-

day

entir-
etyday in making sufficient copies so that all companycompanyr-

n&.jo
compan-

yrnjo
comp-
any

company-
mo.

compan-
yrr

compa-
nyrn&.jornjoRenorn&.-

joofficers
rnjo-

officers
ru-noff
mo.morr C&... p.spsp.-

sofficers
p ss-

officers
o-

fficers
. <>

officers could have a copy of the map.map. TheTheseseA, provedproved-

invaluable

proved-

invaluable

proved-

invaluableinvaluable later in the operation when , after severesevere-

fighting
se-

vere
severe-

fiShting

ever-
lasting

severe-

fighting
se-

verefightingfiShtingfiSting , troops of several organization became interinter-inter-

mingled

inter-

mingled

inter-

mingled

¬-

mingled,,,. and further attacks were ordered.orderedordered.M-

OVEMENT

ord-
ered

ordered.M-

OVEMEllT

ordered.M-

OVE

orde-

red

.

MOVEMENTMOVEMEllTMOVE MITIT INTO LIKELINELIKE-

The

Li-

keThe long march of ten kilometers into lineline-

on

line-

non the night of July 17-l8th17l8th17-18th18th- will probably never bebe-

forgotten

b-

efog
be-

1st

be-

forgotten

b-

efog(4)4( ) 1st Div.DivDiv.-
p

Di-
v

. forgotten by those who
.
made it.it. (4)4( '

) A heavy downpourdownpour-

of

downpou-

rp

downpo-

ur
p 10510 , ; ;, ' _rsThomasC-
p
Thoma-
s
'l'homatj'I"lhomatjIbloatThomas'
Thomas/CThomasC'l'homatjlhomatjbloat' , /

-
-'I"'I"I- '

" of
. rain came at dusk just asae the troops left the asas-

sembly

as-asas-
p

as1-

1

¬-
141H'141H: *'p 141.141. f (11( --111111-111-

1'seLbly
1-

1seLbly
-/

.f/v-A/.fvA/ - / I /semblysellbly'seLblyseLblyseemlyShelbyshelly' areasarea.s. in CompeigneCompeting Woods.Woods"oods.oodsodds" . Thunder and blindingblinding-

lightning
blin-

ding
blinding-

I

blindin-
g

blinding-

lightning
blin-

ding
, . {

I lightning accompanieda.ooompaniedaooompanied. the torrents that fell.fell. EveryEvery-

4

Every-

1f

' . //-1f1f//- \

-4-4- 4-

into

4-

f'

4-

f

-

f'f' "I"I" " " . . . , . ' ," ' , "
. . " . ' . , r , , ' , II , "

. . , . , ' " . ' \ , W f'f' . , f"f" ' " ,
' 0'-0'00-

'into

0-

into

''- . "



road , everyeve J track , and.gndgndnd. every field was filled withwith-

trucks

wate-

rbucks

with-

trucks

wate-

rbucks

with-

trucks

wate-

rbuckstrucks , wagons , artillery , tanks , or columnscolucool ansHans ofof-

men.

o-

men

of-

men.

o-

men

of-

men.

o-

menmen.men. The congestion and confusion was beyond dede-

scription.

de-

scription
de-dede-

scription.

de-

scription

de-

scription.

de-

scription

¬-

scription.scriptionascription. Often the columnsco1 umJ.1SumJ1S.
' of men would be haltedhalted-

by

halte-

d
hal tcdcdtcd-

by

Co-

dyby the congestion and it would be necessaryneoessary to adad-

vance

ad-adad-

vance

ad-

vance

¬-

vance through small openings in single file to reformreform-

when

refo-
rm

reform-

when

refo-
rm

reform-

when

refo-
rmwhen opportunity permitted.permitted. Grim determinationdetedente inationinaction keptkept-

them

ke-
ttle

kept-

them

ke-
ttle

kept-

them

ke-
ttlethem going amidst this tanglet glegale of humanityhwnanity , animals ,

and transportation.transportation . Every delaydelaDella r was agonizing toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe unitw1it commanderscOJmnanders who needed every available minuteminute-

to

minute-

stto reacheach the line , formfo n for the attack and issueissue-

necessary
iss-

uances
issue-

necessary
iss-

uances
issue-

necessary
iss-

uancesnecessary instructions.instructionsinstructions.-

Guides

instruct-
ions

instructions.-

Guides

instruct-
ions

instructions.-

Guides

instruct-
ions

.

Guides met the columnscolumnacolumnar at the western edgeedge-

of

ed-
ge

edge-

of

ed-
geof GoeuvresCoeuvreaOoeuvresOeuvresOeuvre , led them through the ruins , over creekscreeks-

which

cre-
eks

creeks-

which

cre-
eks

creeks-

which

cre-
ekswhich had been gassed daily withwi th mustardt1ustard.t1ustardmustard.. gasga.s. , up thethe-

steep

th-

ese
the-

steep

th-

ese
the-

steep

th-

esesteep slopes , past the regimental C.C. P.P. to their jump-jumpjum-

poff

ju-
mp

jum-

poff

ju-
mp

jump-

oft'

jum-

poft

ju-
mp

-

offoft'oftoft'positions.oftpositionsHotpoint' positions.positions. Only one path existed and the rainsrains-

had

ravis-

hed

rains-

had

ravis-

hed

rains-

had

ravis-

hedhad made it so slipperyslip eryvery that it was with greatestgreatest-

difficulty
gre-

atest
greatest-

difficulty
gre-

atest
greatest-

difficulty
gre-

atestdifficulty that the men , laden with their rain soakedsoaked-

clothing

soa-
ked

soaked-

clothing

soa-
ked

soaked-

clothing

soa-
kedclothing and equipment , could negotiate the last fourfour-

or

fur-
oror fiverive feetteetteeth ofor the siopewhichslopewhiohslopewhichslope, was particularlypartioularlyparticularly-

steep

partioularly-

steep
particul-

arlysteep , and gain a footing at the top.toptop.-

The

toot-

hed

top.-

The

toot-

hed

top.-

The

toot-

hed

.

The operations officer was posted at thisthis-

point

high-

point

this-

point

high-

point

this-

point

high-

pointpoint and checkedohecked each unit as it passed.passed. As a unitunitc-

ommander

unito-

ommander

unitc-

ommandercommanderoommander arrived with his column the operationsoperations-

officer

operat-
ions

operations-

officer

operat-
ions

operations-

officer

operat-
ionsofficer gave him the correct time which had been ob-obob-

t
ob-

0.

ob-

0

ob-

it

ob-

tained

o-
ba'

o-
ba

o-

b
-

0.0*a'a< . t' .-

tainedstained at midnight when-He-whenHewhenHeTOOwheretowhen-he- TOOwas oallallgal1ed.-gal1ed.gal1ed.togal1edtod-todto.-- to BrigadeBrigade-

5

:

-5-5-_ 5-

road

5-55.-

w

5-

w

-
5I'5I

. . .ww'. '' '' . . ' .
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Headquarters.HeadquartersHeadquartel"S.HeadquartelS" . This waswa.s. done to insurei116ure a simultaneoussimultaneous-

attack
simultan-

eous
Si1Uulsimultaneous-

attack.

simultan-
eous

taneCUBtannedtaneCU-

Battack.attackattack..

It was exactly 3:553553:535: ; A.A. i'.I.iIM.M'. . when the last unitunit-

passed

cuir-

assed

unit-

passed

cuir-

assed

unit-

passed

cuir-

assedpassed and only forty minutes remained before thethe-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

at

thr-

eat

the-

attack

hea-

rtacheattackat ackJack was to start.start. There was, still a kilometer toto-

march

st-

omach

to-

march

st-

omach

to-

march

st-

omachmarch before it reached itsitaKita position.position. "HwHw"H"H" " hour forfor-

the

fo-

rte(5)5( ) 1st Div.DivDiv.-
p

Di-
v

., the attack had been set for 4:35435: A.A. MM.M,. (5)5(5)-
p

5-
p

(5)-

The

5T-

he
(5)-

p111.
5p-

111
( )

pp111.p111111.111.
The Division Orders prescribedpresoribed that the attackattack-

be

attacka-

blebe launched with brigades abreast , the 1stlet BrigadeBrigade-

on

Briga-
deon thee right ; each brigade with regiments abreast.abreastabreast.-

Each

abre-
ast

abreast.-

Each

abre-
ast

abreast.-

Each

abre-
ast

.

Each regiment except exterior regiments to be organorsan-orsanorgan-oranorgan-

ized

orsan-

izerl

organ-

izer

organ-

ized

¬-

izedizerlsizedvizier with an assault battalion , a support battalion ,

(6)6( ) E.EF.F. 0.0o.o. 127# 27 and a reserve battalion.battalion. (6)6( ) The l8th18th Infantry beingbeing-
Hg

bein-gHg , litlilt Div.DivDiv-
.July

Div-
.Jul

Div-
.J'ul

Div-
Jul

Div-
ulge

.
JulyJulJ'ulJuly' l616 , an exterior

,
battalion , furnished a battalion as divi-dividivdivi1-

918.
divi-

1918
divi1-

918.
divi-

1918
divi1-

918.
divi-

1918
-

1918.19181918.1918.
sionscion reserve.reserve. The regiment had on itaitsKita right the 1st1st-

Moroccan, , MoroccanMorocoan Division ; on its left the l6th16th Infantry.InfantryInfantry.-

The

Infant-
ry

.

The 3d.3d. Battalion was given the mission ofof-

inaugurating

of-

inaugurating

of-

inauguratinginaugurating the assault ; the 1stlot Battalion was inin-

support

un-

supported

in-

support

un-

supported

in-

support

un-

supportedsupport and the 2d Battalion in division reserve.reserve.

22-2-

The '7-de*d-

eThe

d-

eath

{

TheThelEthelia-ll-L and 3d Battalions were supported each by aa-

machine

m-

achine

a-

machine

m-

achine

a-

machine

m-

achinemachine gun companyoompany of the 2d M.MU.U. G.G. Battalion.Battalion. TheTh-

e1st

Th-

e1st

Th-

e1st1st Battalion was supported by the regimental machinemachine-

gun

machi-

negun company.companyoompany.oompanycompany-

.In

oompany-

.In

companyi-

ng

.

In order to make the1e attack a completecon leteLethe sursur-slursur-

prise

sur-

prise

sur-

prise

¬-

prisepraise , the artillery was not permitted to make adad-

justment

ad-adad-

justment

ad-

justment

¬-

justmentdustmen shots or to fire a preliminary bombardment.bombardment.

(7)7( ) 1stlot Div.DivDiv.-

P
Di-

v
., (7)7( ) At "H"H" " hour the rolling barrage was to start andand-

p
an-

dp 111.111.

_ .
.
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the infantry1nfant tot o follow it.itit ., At the same tinetime thethe-

heavy
t-

hee
the-

heavy
t-

hee
the-

heavy
t-

heeheavy howitzers were to placeplaoe heavy concentrationsconoentrationsconcentrations-

on

conoentrations-

on

concentratio-
nson the ravines and enemy positions.positionspositions.-

The

positio-
ns

.

The last unit had hardly reached its positionposition-

for
positi-

onfor the jump-offjumpoff- when a red rocket went up from thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersmanGerman front line and a heavy defensive barrage fellfell-

in

felli-

ng

fell-

in

felli-

ng

fell-

in

felli-

ngin front of his trenches.trenches. The "barragebarrage" lasted only aa-

few

f-

ew

a-

few

f-

ew

a-

few

f-

ewfew minutesminutes.,. NotNot.NotNot.aOta§. a shot was fired from our lines.lineslines.A-

TTACK

lines.A-

TTACK

lines.A-

TTACK

.

ATTACK 0OOF? JULYJVLY l8th18thl8th-

At

18th-

AtAt 4:35435: A.A. U.U!i ., our barrage fell in front ofof-

our

fl-

our

of-

our

fl-

our

of-

our

fl-

ourour lines and as it moved forwardfo vardWard the 3djd BattalionBattalionf-

ollowed
Batta-

lion
Battalionf-

ollowed
Batta-

lion
Battalionf-

ollowed
Batta-

lionfollowed it closely.closely. The infantryinfant J advanced to thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy first line before the enemy realized that anan-

attaclc

ca-

nasta
an-

attacl

ca-

nasta
an-

attach

un-

attachedattaclcattaclattachattack was on.on. Then rockets ofor all kinds from thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

Ge

th-
ee

the-

German

ste-

ersmanGermanGe n trenches signalledsignaled the artillery and in a veryvery-

short

ove-

rshot

very-

short

ove-

rshot

very-

short

ove-

rshotshort time batteries were firing on our advancingadvancing-

troops.
advan-

cing
advancing-

troops.
advan-

cing
advancing-

troops.
advan-

cingtroops.troops.

The ground over which the advance was mademad-

eoffered

man-

euvered

mad-

eoffered

man-

euvered

mad-

eoffered

man-

euveredoffered splendid opportunity for enemy machine gunnersgunners-

to

gunne-

rsto fire from their positions in rear of their frontfront-

lines

fron-

tline

front-

linea

fron-

tline

front-

lines

fron-

tlinelineslinealineal and our casualtiesoasualties from this fire were considconaid-conaidconsid-considerConradconsid-

erable.

consid-

erable

conaid-

arable.

consid-

erable

consid-

erable.

consid-

erable

¬-

erable.erablearable.arable. Their machinemaohine guns locatedlooatedlooted in the trenchestrenches-

were

trenc-
heswere kept out of actionaot1n, by our artillery until ourour-

infantry

ur-

inate
our-

infantry

ur-

inate
our-

infantry

ur-

inateinfantry waswa.s. upon them.them. However , machinemaohine guns concon-con-

cealed

con-

oealed

con-

cealed

con-

cealed

¬-

cealedoealedcalledpealed in trees along the Pris-SoissonsrisSoissonsParis-SoissonsParisKrisOrisons- road to thethe-
poure

te-
mpore

the-

oure4
the-

Po
th-

eopourepouredPooure4vre9"vre9oure4-
right

vre9-
"right

vre9-
right

<jj-right
r-

ight
"

right of the loth18thcloth Infantry zone of action g r&drd&d aa-

7-7-7-' 7-77'7-

w

7-

J'

7-

J
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withering fire into our troops.troopstrootroop a.a. Our own machinemachine-

gunners

mac-
hine

machine-

gW1ners

machine-

gunners

mac-
hinegunnersgW1ners soon discovered theiiithemtheca and in a shortahort timetime-

were

times-

erver

time-

were

times-

erver

time-

were

times-

erverwere able to silence them and our advance "becamebecame"became-

more

became-

more

beca-
me

became-

more

beca-
me

became-

more

beca-
me

"

more rapid.rapidrapid-

.Just

rap-

id
rapid-

.Just

rap-

id
rapid-

.Just

rap-

id
.

Just before reaching the Paris-SoissonsParisSoissonsOrisonsParisSoissonsh-

ighway
ParisSoissonsh-

1ghway

ParisSoissonsh-

ighwayr

-

highwayh1ghwayhighwayr, the 1stlet Battalion passed throughlroU8h the 3d.3d3d-

Battalion

.

(8)8( ) 18th Inf.InfInfo. Bat'talionBattalion'
,,,, and continued forward.forward. (8)8( ) As the leadingleading-

troops
lead-

ing
leading-

troops
lead-

ing
leading-

troops
lead-

ingtroops reachedrea.ched. the highway theVia.Viatb . GermansGer1a.l'lSGer1a.llSGer1allSGerm:m; nlsnulls. ' could "bebe" seenseen.see-

nretiring

sen-

sitizing
seen-

.retiring

sen-

sitizing
see-

nretiring

sen-

sitizing

.

retiring through the wheat fields to the ravine leadlead-lead-

ing

lead-

ing

lead-

ing

¬-

ingKing down to ChazelleChandelle Ravine.RavineRavine.-

On

Ravi-
ne

.

On the right the MoroccansMorocoans were halted westwest-
yrevancor

west-
brevanLon

wes-
trrevanonyrevancorbrevanLonrrevanonreactorprevalentreasonbrevanLon-

of
( rrevanon-

of reaso-n (_ ?

of GrrevauconGrevatteovatevauoenvacuolen Farm whichwhich10.0which100was\10.010.0\ . located close to thethe-

"boundary

the-

boundary

the-

bounda

H-
ebron

the-

boundary"boundaryboundaryboundary-boundaboundboundarybetweenboundary" .- between the l8th18th Infantry and the Moroccans.MoroccansMoroccans.-

The

Morocca-

ns
.

The continued advance of the l8th18th InfantryInfant permittedpermitted-

it
permitte-

d
per DlittedFlittedDlitte-

dit

Flitte-

dit to outflank the enemy at the farm and reduce thethe-

resistance
h-

eresies
the-

resistance
h-

eresies
the-

resistance
h-

eresiesresistance whichwhioh had been holding up the Moroccans.MoroccansMoroccans.-

About

Moroc-
cans

MoroccMoroccoMoroccans.-

About

Moroc-
cans

s.ss-

.About

s-

abot

.

About a kilometer farther to the east the MoroccansMorocc-

ansi

Moroccans-

were

Morocc-
ans

i,

were held up west of the village of Chaudun.ChaudunChad. AgainAgain-

the

Agai-

nle

Agai-

nst

Aga-

inthele 18th Infantry assisted their advance.advance. One companycompany-

of

compa-
nyof the 1st Battalion entered the village and afterafter-

severe

after-

shave

after-

severe

after-

shave

after-

severe

after-

shavesevere hand-to-handhandto- - fighting cleared it of the enemyenemy-

who

ene-
my

eneReneene-

who

ren-

ew

enemy-

who

ene-
mywho took cover in trenches that were between the towntown-

and

Town-

send

town-

and

Town-

send

town-

and

Town-

sendand the ChazelleChandelle Ravine.Ravine., Our troops followed themthem-

so

them-

esso closely that before they could organize in thethe-

trenches

T-
erence

the-

trenches

T-
erence

the-

trenches

T-
erencetrenches they were all taken prisoners or were killed.killedkilled.-

Later
kill-

ed
killed.-

Later
kill-

ed
killed.-

Later
kill-

ed
.

Later that day the MoroccansMorocoans made two attacks ,

(9)9( ) l8th18th Inf.InfinfoIn! . the last one at 8:00800: P.P. M.MK.K. (9)9( ) Both were stopped byby-

8

by-

8

by-

8-8-8- 8-

(8)

8-

8

8-

withering
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Iresistance

i-

rresistible

...
.
.*....

resistance ini11 the ChazelleChandelle Ravine.Ravine. They withdrewwithdrew-

a

withdrew-

a.

withdre-
waa.. short distance and connected up with the l8th18th InIn-

fantry
In-InIn-

fantry

In-

fantry

¬-

fantrygantry whose line at the end of the day'sdays' fightingfighting-

extended

figh-
ting

fighting-

extended

figh-
ting

fighting-

extended

figh-
tingextended northwest from Chaudun.ChaudunChad. The l8th18th InfantryInfantry-

had

Infant-
ryhad reached its objective and now organized its pop-

osition

po-pop-

osition

p-

osition

¬-

sitionsitting for defense.defense. Patrols were pushed to the frontfront-

to

front-

onto oreventreventprevent any surprisesurpr1ae counterattack.counterattackcounterattack.-

The

counteratta-
ck

.

The operations officer was directed to personperson-person-

ally

person-

ally

person-

ally

¬-

ally check the left of the regiment'sregiments' line to determinedetermine-

that

determ-
inethat no gap existed "betweenbetween" it and the l6th16th Infantry.InfantryInfantry.-

Before
Infa-

ntry
Infantry.-

Before
Infa-

ntry
Infantry.-

Before
Infa-

ntry
.

Before dark contact had been niademadesniden de with the Moroccans.MoroccansMoroccans.-

On

Morocca-
ns

.

On such missions the "battalionbattalion" runners were invaluable.invaluableinvaluable-

.It

invaluab-
le

.

It was almosta.lmost. uncanny the way they would start throughthrough.through.-

the

thoug-

ht
,.

the high grass in intense darknessdar 1e3s and head directlydirectly-

for
direct-

lyfor the unit which one desired to locate.locate. On manyman-

yoccasions

malo-

cclusions

man-

yoccasions

malo-

cclusions

man-

yoccasions

malo-

cclusionsoccasions failure on their part to quickly find aa-

C.

a-

C.

a-

C.C.C. P.P. might have resulted in attack orders being dede-

layed

de-dede-

layed

de-

layed

¬-

layedclayed too long.longlong.-

Throughout

long.-

Throughout

long.-

Throughout

.

Throughout the day telephone communicationcommunication-

had

communicat-

ionhad been maintained with great difficulty betweenbetween-

regimental

between-

regimental

between-

regimentalregimental and brigade command posts.posts. No wire communiconnuni-connunicommunecommuningcommun-

ication

conconnun-

ication

commun-

ication

w1i-w1iw1-

ication

¬-

cationcaption was had with the battalions.battalions. Radio sets bebe-

tween

be-bebe-

tween

be-

tween

¬-

tweenteen regiment and battalion were not used.usedsed.sedseed. SoonSoo-

nafter

So-
nata

Soo-

nafter

So-
nata

Soo-

nafter

So-
nataafter the attack was launchedlaunohed the regimental commandercommand-

erand
command-

eered
command-

eranti
comma-

nder
command-

erdid
comma-

ndedandantididandm-
oved

And-
over

antim-
oved

anti-
novel

didm-
oved

di-domoved forward with the support battalion.battalionbattalion.sMbattalionsMbattalions....,HP.. tooktook-

with

too-

lkit
took-

with

too-

lkit
took-

with

too-

lkitwith himhiaia the regimental intelligence and gas officers.officersoffioers.offioersofficers.-

The

offioers.-

The

office-
rs

.

The regimentalreg1Jnental executive later moved forward and

. . - . . - . . .. . .. .. . .

- 9-99-
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.....

iltgilt

selected an advance C.C. P.P. The operationsoperationaoperation officerofficerr-

emained
offi-

cered
officerr-

emained
offi-

cered
officerr-

emained
offi-

ceredremained withwit'-wit'witwit'1wit1wi t'- l1 the French liaison officer at the oldold-

C.

ol-
dC.C. P.P. untilw1til wires were connected with the new one.oneone-

.This

mon-

otheism

one-

.This

mon-

otheism

one-

.This

mon-

otheism

.

This method of establishing and maintaining C.C. Ps.PsP's.Ps.-

was

P's.-

was

Ps-

was

Sw-

abs

P's.-

was

Ps-

was

Sw-

abs

!' .

was followed throughout the entire operations whichwhic-

hlasted

chitc-

hatted

whic-

hlasted

chitc-

hatted

whic-

hlasted

chitc-

hattedlasted for five dadaya.dayadays.daysday. ro.ro. The regimental adjutant rere-

mained

ra-rare-rera-

mained

re-

mained

re-

mained

¬-

mainedmaimed with the rear echelon throughout the actionaction-

of

actio-
nof thisth10 day and for the following days except forfor-

daily
fr-

ailly
for-

daily
fr-

ailly
for-

daily
fr-

aillydaily trips to the front lines at the end of the day'sdaysday's-

fighting

days-

fighting
da-

ylight
day's-

f1

days-

f1

day's-

fighting

days-

fighting
da-

ylight
'

fightingf1 htinghating when he aoughtsoughtought to determinedeterrainedetrained the casualties.casualtiescasualties.A-

TTACK

casual-

ties
casualties.A-

TTACK

casual-

ties
casualties.A-

TTACK

casual-

ties
.

ATTACK OPOFO
_

JULY 19th19th-

Alarmed

19th-

Alarmed

19th-

AlarmedAlarmed by the rapid advance of the AlliesAllies-

the
Alli-

es
,,,

the Ger-iiansGeriiansGerLiianeGearixiasGeorgianGerGear - ! .ansansHans. during the night of July l8-19thl819th18-l9t18l9t18-19thw19thw- , reinrein-rein-

forced

rein-

forced

rein-

forced

¬-

forced their lines and strengthened both the artilleryartillerya-

nd
artillerym-

anand machine gun defenses of the sector.sectorsector.-

About

sec-
tor

sector.-

About

sec-
tor

sector.-

About

sec-
tor

.

About 1:30130: A.A. M.M. orders were received fromfrom-

an

frogm-

anan officeroffioer of the Brigade staff which directed thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe attack be renewed at 4:00400: A.A. MM.M,. The receipt ofof-

this

O-

tis
of-

this

O-

tis
of-

this

O-

tisthis order was not unexpectedunexpeoted and the battalion comcom-corn-corncom-

manders

com-

manders

cor-

nmanders

com-

manders

¬-

mandersmaunders had been instructed to be prepared for thethe-

attack.

th-

eatric

the-

atta.ck.

th-

eatric

the-

attack.

th-

eatricattack.attackatta.ck.. . Runners: from eacheaohLeah battalion were at thethe-

regimental

tem-

peramental

the-

regimental

tem-

peramental

the-

regimental

tem-

peramentalregimental C.C. P.P. waitingwa1tlns to guide the staff officersofficers-

who

office-
rswho were to deliver the orders to the battalion comcom-com-

manders.

com-

manders

com-

msndera.

co-

mmander

com-

wanders.

com-

manders

¬-

manders.mandersmsndera.msnderawanders.wandersmaunderssander. The operations officer personally delivereddelivered-

the

deliver-
edthe orders for the attack to the commandingoommand1nl officeroffioerofficer-

of

offioer-

of

offic-
erof the leading battalionbattalion'' and the intelligence officerofficert-

ook
offi-

cer
officert-

ook
offi-

cer
officert-

ook
offi-

certook the orders to the other battalion commander.commanderoommander.oommander. TheThe-

10

The-

10

. ' . . . . " . .

. . ." . , . ... . . -
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regimental orders were penciled on field messagenlessa-enlessaeunlessmessage-

blanks
mes-

sage
messamesanlessae-

blanks

-ee-

blanks

b-

lanksblanks , the runnernernear guide carrying a duplicate copj'copjcopycopcopj'-

to

copj-

to
Co-

pt

copy-

to

cop-

y
copy-

to

cop-

y
'

to deliver in case an accident befell the officer.officerofficer.-

Passing
off-

icer
officer.-

Passing
off-

icer
officer.-

Passing
off-

icer
.

Passing throughthrougn wheatwl1eat fields that were beingbeing-
j

being-
s

bein-
g

being-

swept
bei-

ngs
being-

swept
bei-

ngs
js.

swept by machine gun fire , in the blackness of nightnight.night.-

aB

nig-
ht

night.-

ems

night-

ies

.*.*.

-aBaB-emsems-a d over unknownunknO\1nunknO1nunknot\ terrain , with orders for an attackattack-

that

attrac-

tant
attack-

tha

atta-
ck

attack-

that

attrac-

tantthatthathant was to open withinwi thin an hour or two caused muchT1uchmuc-

hanguish

mu-

lching
T1uc-

hanguish

muc-

hanguish

mu-

lchinganguish to the officer for fear he would not be onon-

time.

on-

etime

on-

time.

on-

etime

on-

time.

on-

etimetime.time.

The ground over which the attack was to bebe-

made

be-

aded

be-

made

be-

aded

be-

made

be-

adedmade this day was a rather high plateau which extendextend-extend-

ed

¬-

ed from the ChazelleChandelle Ravine to PlPlsisy.PlsisyPalsiesPlsisy.-

The

isy.isyMissyisy.-

The

scy-

the

.

(10)10( ) F.O.FOF .0.0.0. . #2828-

Hg.

28-

Hg
28-

Hg.

28-

Hg
The attack started at 4:00400: A.A. M.M. (10)10( ) As onon-

Hg.
Fo-

ng
on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte
Hg.Hg. 1stlot1 s t Div.DivDiv-
.July

DDiv-
.Jul

1'111' ' .
JulyJu1lJulJuly 19 >, the previousprevtous day a rolling barrage precededpreoeded the ad-adad-
1918

ad-

vance

ad-

vance

-
19181915 ;

1st Div.DivDiv.-

lJ

Div.-
p

Di-
v

. vance of the assault battalion.battalion. The successsuccessuccess'*' of thethe-
p

th-
e

the-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtache
plJ 409-409409.-.

attack on the l8th18th of July was attributed largely toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethe closenessolosenesslooseness with which the troops followed the barbar-bar-

rage.

bar-

rage

bar-

rage.

bar-

rage

bar-

rage.

bar-

rage

¬-

rage.rage. SoonSo"onSo ," , on July 19th the infantry advanced promptlyproclptlypromptly-

on

proclptly-

on

prompt-

ly

:

on signal from the battalion commander and "hugged11hugged11"hugged"hugged"hugged1-

1the

hugged11-

the

"hugged"-

the

hugged-

the

hugg-
ed

" "

the barrage.barragebarrage.-

The

barra-
ge

.

The high ground in front ofof'' the 1stlet Battalion ,

which was the leading battalion in the attack , andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe ravine on the right were excellent positions fromfrom-

which

Ro-

maic

from-

whioh

fr-
om

from-

which

Ro-

maicwhichwhioh to pour machinemaohine gun fire on our troopstroop and durdur-dourdur-

ing

dur-

ing

dur-

ing

¬-

ingKing the night the enemyenemwenema had thickened this part of thethe-

line

he-

mline

the-

line

he-

mline

the-

line

he-

mlineline with his guns.guns. The advanceadvanoe of the 1stlet BattalionBattalion-
so

Battaliono-
'Al

Battaliono-
Al

Battalio-
ns
Battali-
on

Battalion-
,5ow

Battalion-
5ows/oso/o'Al-o'AloAl,5/ow-,55ow,/-Aol,5owt-

hrough
5owt-

hrough
/o'A-

lthrough
oA-

lthrough
alt-

hough
' / *->

through thiRthiathistheirthai terrificterrifio fire vaswasa necessarilyneo8aear11y afrwafarof *. TheThe-

11

The-

11

The-

11

, . .

. . . . . . . . . - . ' - " ' . . . . . . - -- . . " "
%. '

.

-

-11-11-11- 11-
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most stubborn resistance was overcome androldold our casualcasual-casua-

lties

casua-

lties

casua-

lties

¬-

ties were very heavy.heavyheavy-

.Late

hea-
vy

heavy-

.Late

hea-
vy

heavy-

.Late

hea-
vy

.

Late in the afternoon the 2d Brigade on thethe-

left
hel-

met
the-

left
hel-

met
the-

left
hel-

metleft of the division sector attacked in conjunctionconjunction-

with

conjunct-
ionwith the lJ3d1,3d13d153d, French Division to clear the PlSisyPuieyPalsiesPietyPlSisy-

Ravine

PlPuiey-

Ravine

isyMissyisy-

Ravine

distr-

ainmentRavine which had been giving them considerable trouble.troubletrouble.-

The

troub-
le

.

The 1st Brigade , which had been compelledcon elledbelled to refuserefuse-

its
refu-

se
refuse-

ita
refu-

se
refuse-

its
refu-

seitsitaKita left flank , conformed to the movement of the 2d2d-

Brigade

2d-

Brigade

2d-

BrigadeBrigade and it soonaoonanon advanced until by 8:00800: P.M.PM. . thethe-

entire

th-

eatre
the-

entire

th-

eatre
the-

entire

th-

eatreentire division had reachedreache its objective for the day.dayday.-

The

dayt-

ime

day.-

The

dayt-

ime

day.-

The

dayt-

ime

.

The attack of the l8th18th InfantryInfantrJInfant had advancedadvanced-

about

advan-
ced

advanced-

about

advan-
ced

advanced-

about

advan-
cedabout one kilometer.kilometerkilometer.-

During

kilom-
eter

kilometer.-

During

kilom-
eter

kilometer.-

During

kilom-
eter

.

During the night of July 19-20th1920th- , the areaarea-

of

are-

a
area-

of

are-

a
area-

of

are-

aof the regiment was consolidated.consolidated . ThisThi3 was a diffidiffi-diffdiffi-

cult

diffi-

oult

diffi-

cult

diffi-

cult

¬-

cultoultout task.task. During the fighting on this day menraenraven of thethe-

1st

the-

1st

the-

let
hel-

met1stlet and 3d Battalions had become mingled and practicalpractical-practical-

ly

¬-

ly all officers had become casualties.casualties. Only about

500,0000, men remained of the two battalions.battalions. Every efforteffort-

was

effo-
rtwas madeuadeJude before dark to have the men rejoin their ownO\TnOTnow-

nbattalion

co-

nnotation

OT-

nbattalion

Co-

nnotation

ow-

nbattalion

co-

nnotation

\

battalion part of the line.line., This waswaaWada partially accomaccom--Tacomaaccom-

plished

accom-

plished

accom-

plished

¬-

plished,polished, but it was impossible to reform platoonsplatoons-

and

platoo-
nsand companies , therefore , the defense organizationorganization-

consisted

organiz-
ation

organization-

consisted

organiz-
ation

organization-

consisted

organiz-
ationconsisted of placing heterogeneous groups of menmen-

under

ma-

nner
men-

under

ma-

nner
men-

under

ma-

nnerunder available N.N. C.C. 0.0O.O. in depth through the regiregi-Regisregi-

mental

regi-

mental

regi-

mental

¬-

mental area.area. Security patrols were sent forward.forwardforward-

.Regimental

forward-

.Regimental

forward-

.Regimental

.

Regimental staff officers assisted in the organizationorganization-

for

organizati-
onfor defense.defense4etense.4etense.

-12-12- 12-
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12-
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Overlays showing the approximate dispositionispositiondisposition-

and

ispositiona-

nd
dispositi-

onand strength of the regimentreg1n nt wereviereverge prepared and sentsent-

to

San-

to

sent-

to

San-

to

sent-

to

San-

toto Brigade Headquarters.Headquarters. These necessarilynecesnieces arilyaridly couldcould-

not

coul-

dn't

could-

not

coul-

dn't

could-

not

coul-

dn'tnot "bebe" accurateaccurate.accurate.accurate.. ,,*.., as the informationirlformationfiltration obtained "byby" thethe-

staff
th-

eta
the-

staff
th-

eta
the-

staff
th-

etastaff officers waswa secured mostly under fire andand-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ingin darkness.darkness.

ATTACK OF JULYJJUDY FP20.t20t?
4;0th4.44-

.Commencing

4-

Commencing

. . h-hh-

Commencing

C-

ommencing

h_-
Commencing ata.t. twelve o'clockoclock' noon , for twotwo-

hours

tow-

nhouse

two-

hours

tow-

nhouse

two-

hours

tow-

nhousehours , alle.11e11. the division artillery placed its1 ts firefire-

ll
Farr-

ell

fire-

for

freef-

orm(11)11( ll ) G-3G3G-3.G3.3.- s,. 721721-

1st
??1 for destruction on the town of Berzy-le-Sec.BerzyleSec.Berzy-le--Sec.BeerySec- --- . (11)11(11)-

The

11T-

he
(11)-

1st
11-

1st
( ll )

1st Div.DivDiv.-
p

Di-
v

.
p 410.410. The French troops had been unablew1able tot o take .. this towntown-

and

Town-

send

town-

and

Town-

sendand it hadha.d. been placed in the sector of the 2d BriBl"i-Bl"iBliBri--BrieBaliBri-

gade.

Bri-

gade

Bl"i-

e

Bli-

e

Beli-

e

Bri-

gade

" ¬-

gade.gade,gladee ..dd. . At 2:00200: P.PP ., M.M. both the let1st and 2d BrigadesBrigades-

attacked.

Brig-
ades

Brigades-

attacked.

Brig-
ades

Brigades-

attacked.

Brig-
adesattacked.attacked.

In the l8th18th InfantryInfInfo ntlJIntel zone cfOf action the remrem-rem-

nants

rem-

nants

rem-

nants

¬-

nantsNantes of the 1st and 33d<1 Battalions were in the assaultassault-

and

assaul-

ted
'

and went forward in groups under/fCunderfCunder /,d'd' CC.C,. 0.00 .; ratherrathert-

han
rath-

er
rathert-

han
rath-

er
rathert-

han
rath-

erthan as platoons.platoons. The terrainterl"ainterlain" over which the regimentregiment-

attacked

regim-

ental
regiment-

attacked

regim-

ental
regiment-

attacked

regim-

entalattacked this day was most difficult.difficult. In its pathpath-

was

pathw-

ays

path-

was

pathw-

ays

path-

was

pathw-

ayswas the ChazelleChandelle BavinelavineRavineBovineLevine , very deep and with steepsteep-

slopes

stereo-

scopes

steesteedstee-

slopes

stere-

oscopes

steep-

slopes

stereo-

scopesslopes ; the valley of the CriseCerise with itsitaKita thick brushbrush-

md

brush-

ed

brush-

ind

brush-

ing:; mdindd boggy sloughs ;: and the Chateau-Thierry-SoissonsChateauThierrySoissonsChateau-Thierry-SoiasonsSoiasonsTheoryOrisonsChateauThierrySoissons-

railroad

ChateauThierrySoiason-

srailroa

- -

railroadrailroa andaxede d highway , the latter two of very greatgreati-

mportance

prec-

ipitance
greati-

mportance

prec-

ipitance
greati-

mportance

prec-

ipitanceimportance to the enemy.enemy. On its1 ta right frontfror1t was theth-
ef

the-

N

the-

ft
the-

plateau

te-

mplate

the-

plateau

te-

mplate f/fNf-plateau
p-

lateau /plateau of Buzamcy.BuzamcyBuza.cy.BuzacyBuoyancyBuzaacy.Buzaacy. .

.
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Moving through the wheat"heatheat" fields on the highhigh-

ground

hig-

hroad

high-

ground

hig-

hroad

high-

ground

hig-

hroadground the troops approached the edge of the ChazelleChandelleChazelle-

Ravine.

ChazelleP-

.avine.

Chazelle-

Ravine.Ravine.RavineP.avine.PavinePaine. . The two machineL"lachir.1eLlachir.1eLlachir1e"

. gunBun companiescompa.nies. supportingsUPPol"'tingsUPPolting" ' thethe-

"battalions

the-

battalions
te-

arstains
the-

battalions
te-

arstains
the-

battalions
te-

arstains"battalionsbattalions"battalionsverebattalionsverebattalions"

\vereverew'erewereverge\ ' put into positionsposiposit tionsions which permittedpermittedt-

hem

permit-
ted

perrlipearl; ttedtedttedt-

hem

tee-

thethem to fire into.ntonto;. the ravine.ravinera..tiratiratio.. ! e.e. The effectiveness ofof-

this

O-

tis
of-

this

O-

tis
of-

this

O-

tisthis fire soon silenced the enemyenergy gunners.gunners., One groupgroup-

of

grou-

pof riflemen passedpe.ssed.pessedpressed. . through the ravinel"le..vinellevinelevine"

.. whilevlhilevehicle the othersothers-

skirted
oth-

ers
others-

skirted
oth-

ers
others-

skirted
oth-

ersskirted its edge.edgeedg-

e.BerzyleSec

edg-

e.BerzyleSec

edg-

e.BerzyleSec

.

Berzy-le-SecBerzyleSecBeery- - had not been talgentagentalenttangentta ] n "bybyb" l the 2d2d-

Brigade

2d-

Brigade

2d-

BrigadeBrigade in its attackatte..ck.atteckattack.. .,, and as the line of the l8th18thl8th-

Infantry

18th-

Infantry

18th-

InfantryInfantryInfantry-InfantryadvanceInfantry- advancedadvanceacvancedsadvanced! - its left flank waswa.s. exposed to mostmos-

tdisastrous

ma-

sticators
mos-

tdisastrous

ma-

sticators
mos-

tdisastrous

ma-

sticatorsdisastrous machine gun andp d artillery fire from thethe-

knoll

ph-

enol
the-

knoll

ph-

enol
the-

knoll

ph-

enolknoll to the north on which the town was situated.situated.

(12)12( ) 1stletlot Div.DivDiv.-
p

Di-
v

. (12)12( ) This fire causedcausec'causeccaused.cause'
.. manyLiE.nyLiEnyLw.nyLwnyLiEnWiny. casualtiescasual ties , "butbut" did notnot-

p
no-

t
not-

hal

mot-

hball
p 128.128.

halthal: t the advance of the regiment until it reached thethe-

ParisSoissons

the-

FarisSoissons

the-

ParisSoissonsParis-SoissonsParisSoissonsFaris-SoissonsFarisOrisonsFarris- railroad latela.te. in the afternoon.afternoon. HereHere-

the

Hea-

rth

Here-

the

Hea-

rth

Here-

the

Hea-

rththe men were subjected to direct fire from a batterybattery-

of

batter-
y

battebate JJ-

of

O-

fof Austrian 88's88s' in position to the leftleft.left,. and to firefiref-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

frontfrom machine guns on the BuzaicyBuzacyBuoyancyBuza'cyBuzacyBuoyancy(' Plateau.Plateau. This mademade-

the

mad-

dest

made-

the

mad-

dest

made-

the

mad-

destthe task of finding sheltered positions along thethe-

railroad

th-

ermal
the-

railroad

th-

ermal
the-

railroad

th-

ermalrailroad embankmentembanlanentembalmment most difficultdif'ficuldifficul' t.t... and the line waswas-

advanced

was-

advanced

was-

advancedadvanced "byby" infiltration aa.. short diatancedistance east of it.itit.-

Here

dit-

hered

it.-

Here

dit-

hered

it.-

Here

dit-

hered

.

Here the men dug in.inin.-

The

In-

tec

in.-

The

In-

tec

in.-

The

In-

tec

.

The failure of the 2d Brigade to take Berzy-BerzyBeeryBerz-
yleSec

Ben-
zyls

Berz-
ylaSec

Ben-
zyls

Berz-
yleSec

Ben-
zyls

-

le-SecleSecla-Secla- resulted in its line "beingbeing" halted aboutabou 400400-

yards(13)13( ) 1stlet1 s t Div.DivD 1 v ., yards west ofot the village.village., (13)13( ) A big gap had beenbeen-
P

bee-
P

been-

oreated

exen-

terated
P 129-129129.-.

createdoreatedorated between the loth16thcloth Infantry and the right ofof-

19

of-

lJ

f-

l
ofl-

.4.

of-

l4

. . . . . .- ' --
' . .

.
" , .

"
, . . . . . . , . ' .

.
. .

. "

,

.
,

,

' '' - -
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the 2d Brigade.Brigade. This required the l6th16th Infantry toto-

close

To-

ulouse

to-

close

To-

ulouse

to-

close

To-

ulouseclose the gap and protect its exposed flank.flank. AnA-

nofficer

N-

ovice
A-

nofficer

N-

ovice
A-

nofficer

N-

oviceofficer of that regiment ordered troops on the leftleft-

of

le-
ft

left-

of

le-
ft

left-

of

le-
ftof the line to withdraw into the gap.gapgap.-

The

apot-

hem

gap.-

The

apot-

hem

gap.-

The

apot-

hem

.

The "brigadebrigade'brigade"' commander (1st1st( BrigadeBriEadeBreaded ) hadhad-

viewed

ad-

visee

had-

viewed

ad-

visee

had-

viewed

ad-

viseeviewed the attack on Berzy-ie-SecBerzyieSecBerzy-lc-SeclcBerzy-le-SecleBeery- - from the l8th18th InIn-

fantry

In-InIn-

fantry

In-

fantry

¬-

fantrygantry observation post.post., Soon after the attack hadhad-

stopped

ha-

rdtop
had-

stopped

ha-

rdtop
had-

stopped

ha-

rdtopstopped he observed menraenraven withdrawing over the crestcrest-

of

Crest-

onof a small knoll in the left of his "brigadebrigade" sector.sectorsector.-

Not

sect-
or

sector.-

Not

sect-
or

sector.-

Not

sect-
or

.

Not knowingknowinc the purposepurpose or causeca.use. of thisthithins v/ithdravalvithdravalthdl"ar.'al.thdlaralwithdrara1withdrawalhuddlervithdraval-

he

withdrara1-

he

withdraw-

al

'wiwi' / thdl"ar.'al.-

he

thdlaral-

he

" :.' .
he directed the operationso erationsrations officer , l8th18th Infantry , toto-

investigate

O-

livetti
to-

investigate

O-

livetti
to-

investigate

O-

livettiinvestigate and , if possibleposG1ble , to halt the troops ,

reform theny-thenytheythenyandAthenathem,- and send them forward.forwardforvlard.forvlard. The enemyenenlY , obob-

serving

ob-obob-

serving

ob-

serving

¬-

serving the movement to the rear , placed a heavy arar-

tillery
ar-arar-

t111ery

ar-

tillery

¬-

tilleryt111erytiller concentration on the knoll.knoll. The operationsoperationeoperationoperations-

officer

operat-
ions

operations-

officer

operat-
ionsofficer reached the hill and learned that when thethe-

men

the-

me

the-

men

the-

me

the-

men

the-

memen of the l6th16th Infantry , who had been ordered to fallfall-

back

fall-

back

fall-

backback behind the hill and move into the gap , had startedstarted-

to

starte-

dto withdrawwithdraw0-withdraw0withdraw0they- they had been joined by several MoroccansMoroccans-

and

Morocc-
ansand some l8th18th Infantrymen.InfantrymenInfant en.en. HowHoc these Moroccans haphap-hap-

pened

hahap-

pened

¬-

penedpenned to be there is not knownknown.known,. but there were aboutabou-

tthirty

blood-

thirsty

abou-

tthirty

blood-

thirsty

abou-

tthirty

blood-

thirstythirty or forty of them.them. Thee heavy shelling had pinnedpinned-

the

pinn-

edthe men to the ground on top of the hill.hill. This apap-

peared

ap-apap-

pea.red

ap-

peared

ap-

peared

¬-

pearedpea.redpearled. aa.. fortunate happeninghappenirlg: as it temporarilytemporal'tilytemporaltilytemporality' haltedhalted-

farther
hal-

ted
halhalted-

farther
hal-

ted
tadtad-

fjrther

ad-

justerfartherfjrtherfurther withdrawal and made it possibleossiblepossible to restorerestore-

order.

resto-
rer

restore-

order.

resto-
rer

restore-

order.

resto-
rerorder.order. The operations officer located a N.NF.F. C.C. 0.0O.OO-

.who

B-

owshot

0.-

t

0-

t

.
.

, ; J'Jt( /' 1"1y1"-

t

1-

t
/

" who was commandingcorm aandingbanding the menriie'--.WhOriie'riie.WhOBrieWhOmen
';;

--
who were to be the connectingconnecting-

15

t
'

:

_ . . ,

.
,

- . " . . . -' . '

" ,

-
,
. .

.
. . ,

, . " .
.
. _. .., . . .JJ.

.

.-

Jt'

J-

t
" ro , .

d, )

t't( .

'

:
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0'0' . . ......_ . '. . .

/bbI/I-group
G-

roup /00/ 0-groups
b-

group
g-

roupgroupgroupsas..*. close the gap.gap. He was directed to gathergather-

what

gat-
her

gather-

what

gat-
her

gather-

what

gat-
herwhat men of hiehishide regimentl"egimentlegiment" he could reach on the hillhill-
and

Holl-

and

hill-
and

Holl-

and

hill-
and

Holl-

andand then to carrycal"rycalrycary" out his mission.missionmissimiss on.on. Going fromtromtromp oneon-

eshell

on-

eself

on-

eshell

on-

eself

on-

eshell

on-

eselfshell hole to another the operations officer mademad-

econtact

mal-

content

mad-

econtact

mal-

content

mad-

econtact

mal-

contentcontact with the remainingreraainingrefraining Lienmenl en on the hill , explainedexplained-

to
explain-

edto thenthem the reason that certain wenmenrienrein; had withdrawnwithdravm ,

organized them into groupsgroups..,,, and ordered themthere forward.forwardforvtard.forvtardfortiwward.fortiwwardfrontwardforward.-

One

forvtard.-

One

fortiwward-

.One

forwa-

rd
frontw-

ard

.

One Moroccan understood English sufficiently well toto-

realize

m-

oralize

to-

realize

m-

oralize

to-

realize

m-

oralizerealize what was wanted.wanted. He explained the situationsituation-

to

situatio-
nto fifetee-teeteeMoroccantremor*- Moroccan soldier whovThoTheo apparentlyapparentlJTapparent wasWgSWags a corporalcOl"poralcOlporalcorporal-

and

cOl"poral-

al1d

cOlporala-

l1d

corpo-
ral

"

,

andal1d they moved forward fromfro1fl the hill withllithlithe our troops.troopstroops.-

As

troo-
ps

.

As soon as the troops left thetretaret e hill the artilleryartillerrartillery-

fire
artille-

ry
artillerr-

tire
artiller-

ist
;,

firetire on that spot stopped.stoppedstop ed.ed. The brigade commanderconnianderc01M nderender wasweswas-

very

wa-

ver
wes-

very

we-

aver

was-

very

wa-

ververy much relieved when he learned that the line inin-

that

in-

tact

in-

that

in-

tact

in-

that

in-

tactthat part of his sector was still intact.intactintact.-

The

inta-
ct

intact.-

The

inta-
ct

intact.-

The

inta-
ct

.

The division commanderconzaandercon anderLander ordered v/hatvhatwhat/ was to "bebe"b-

ethe

be-

the

be-

thel

be-

the

be-

thel

be-

the

be-

thel

"

the final attack in the operation for the morningmorhingraorhingmorphingroaring of

(14)14( ) 1st Div.Div. July 21st.21st. (14)14( ) These orders were received duringduring-
P

durin-
gP 411 ;

G-3G3- , P.PF.F. 0.0O.O. the afternoon of July 20th.20th. It was impossible at this
# 2929-
Hg.

29-
Hg

29-
Hg.

29-
Hg

29-
Hg.

29-
HgHg.Hg. 1stlet Div.Div., time to ascertain the number of men remaining ini thethe-
July

text-
ually

the-
July

text-
ually

the-
July

text-
uallyJuly 20 ,
1918.19181018.1018. assaulting.a.ssaulting.

. battalions.battalionsbatta.lions.. . Up to this time the 2d BatBat-Ba-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

¬-

taliontalon had beenheenhen held in reserve , part of the time asas-

division

R-

adisson

as-

division

R-

adisson

as-

division

R-

adissondivision , and part as brigade reserve.reserve. Its casualtiescasualties-

had

casualti-
eshad been comparatively few.fewfew.-

The

feat-

her

few.-

The

feat-

her

few.-

The

feat-

her

.

The regimentalregimenta.l. commanderCOlUrnal1dercomrandercoriander believed that thethe-

depleted

te-
epee

the-

depleted

te-
epee

the-

depleted

te-
epeedepleted ranks of the 1stlet and 3d Battalions wouldwo ld notnot-

US

not-

es.
. . . . . . . . , . . ..-USUS.1..61.616-. .1..6-

0

.. ,



have sufficient strength to overcome the elaborateelaborate-

machine

elabo-
rate

elaborate-

machine

elabo-
rate /'

machine gun defenses on the plateau of EuzamcyBuzacyBuza-acyBuzaacyExultancyBuoyancyBuzzardachy,- , whichwhich-

had

whi-
ch

which-

had

whi-
ch

which-

had

whi-
chhad caused so many casualties during the past fewfew-

days.

free-

ways

few-

days.

free-

ways

few-

days.

free-

waysdays.days. AlsoAlso.,. he knew1ieyl ew, that "beforebefore" going onto the plapla-planpla-

teau

pla-

teau

pla-

teau

¬-

teaueau it would be necessary to pass over several ridgesridges-

in

ridg-
esin the CriseCerise valley which were covered with thickthick-

vegetationand

thick-

vegetation.

thick-

vegetationvegetationandvegetation.vegetation,. and to cross a fairly deep stream in thethe-

valley.

the-

rmally

the-

valley.

the-

rmally

the-

valley.

the-

rmallyvalley.valley. He sent his operations officer totD the officerofficerc-

ommanding

officerc-

OIJInanding

officerc-

oi
offic-

ercommandingcOIJInandingcoilandingoriginatingcollaringcoicoif -landinglanding- thet 1e 2d BattalionBa.tte.lionBattelion. . , still in reservereserve.,. toto-

find

co-

ffined

to-

fin

co-

ffin

to-

find

co-

ffinedfindfin out if the battalion coioaandcrc01.mandcl"c01.mandclc01mandclo..mandcromandcrcoriandercommanderc .;.. " wouldVlouldLoud give himhilPhilhi !=: twotwo-

companies

w-

oodman

two-

co

Tos-

co

two-

companies

w-

oodmancompaniesco paniespansies for the July 21st attack , these two companiescompanies-

to

compani-

esto be replaced by the 3d Battalion whichhichhitch now had onlyonly-

one

nyl-

on
only-

one

nyl-

on
only-

one

nyl-

onone officer and seventy-nineseventynine- men in the line.line. TheTh-

eregimental

T-
herein

Th-

eregimental

T-

herein
Th-

eregimental

T-

hereinregimental commanderconmander agreed to assume all responsibilityresponsibility-

if
responsibili-

tyif the exchange waawas-wasWadawaJ.made.waJmadewasmade.wayside: .- nade.nademade.made. With little hesitationhesitetion thethe-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstain
the-

battalion

te-

arstainbattalion commander expressed his willingnessandwillingness.andwillingness,. onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe night of July 20-21st2021st- the relief of the 3d BattalionBattalion-

was

Battali-
onwas made by G and H Companies.Companies. WhatW1 t remained of thethe-

3d

the-

3d

the-

3d3d Battalion then joined BE and F Companies as reserve.reserve.

2.1212.1-

ATTACK
21-

ATTACK
21-

ATTACK
./

ATTACK OPOF L'-QL-QJULY' _MetStsSATsMet-

The

Men-

the

. ttt-

The

t-

ithe

.

The attack started , as ordered , at 4:4-54:44454:454454:444: -, A.A. MM.MM-

.The

M-

athew

M-

.The

M-

athew

,.

The rolling barrage was placed in front of the lines.lineslinea.linealineallines.-

The

kinesth-

esia

linea.-

The

limew-

ater

lines.-

The

kinesth-

esia

.

The two companiesoompanies , G and HH.H,. which were in the assaultassault.assault.-

for

assa-
ult

*.**

for the first time during these operationsroperations, added thethe-

necessary

te-

ndencies

the-

necessary

te-

ndencies

the-

necessary

te-

ndenciesnecessary power to the attack and , following the barbar-bar-

rage

bar-

rage

bar-

rage

¬-

rage closely , reachedreaohed their objective.objectiveobjedt1ve.objedt1ve. The artilleryartillery-

fire
artille-

ry
artillearticleartille-

fire

artille-

riesfire was keptk pt in frontfront.frontfront.offront.
of thisthis.thisthis.objective

.
objective for an hourhour-

17

hour-

17

hourf-

.

hou-
r- . , - . _. " - " . . -f.f.- f-

.17

f-

17

. , -. - - - . . . . . , . . . .- -

-17-17-17- -
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... . :.. ... _ . "" " . .. . .

to protect the organization of the area.areaarea.-

The

wrea-

the

area.-

The

wrea-

the

area.-

The

wrea-

the

.

The ravine of the CriseCerise had teenbeen crossedcrossed-

with

cros-
sed

crossed-

i

crosse-

d

crossed-

with

cros-
sed

,.;
with much difficultydifficuJ.tdifficuJtdifficult. r and the heights of BuzamcyBuza.cBuzacBuoyancyBuzzardBuzamcy-

reached.

BuzaacyBuzaacy-

reached.

. rr-

l"eached.

r-

leached

l-

eachedreached.reachedl"eached.leached" . On this high ground German machine gunnersgunners-

remained

gun-
ners

gunners-

reme.ined

gun-
ners

gunners-

remained

gun-
nersremainedreme.inedremeined. at their guns until our advancing ; troops ,

in several casescases.cases,. were able to charge them with baybay-bay-

onets.

bay-

onets

bay-

onats.

bay-

onets

bay-

onets.

bay-

onets

¬--

onets.onetsonats.onatsonsetsoats. This ground was given up only after mootmost severesevere-

fighting
se-

vere
severe-

fighting
se-

vere
severe-

fighting
se-

verefighting as it was of particular value to the enemy.enemyeneroy.eneroyemeryenemy-

.Enemy

ene-
my

eneroy-

.Ene

ven-
ery

enemy-

.Enemy

ene-
my

.

EnemyEneRene artillery shelled the heights terrifically fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe timetire our troops first gained a footing on themthecathem-

until
Hel-

mut
them-

until
Hel-

mut
thec-

auntil

th-
ecauntil Berzy-le-SecBerzyleSecBeery- - was capturedcaptured.ycapturel.capturelcapturec'tcapturectcapture.' . \.y.yl.yly\.

.y the 2d BrigadeBrieadeBreaded atE'"tEtat-

about

cat-

amount

E'"-

tabout

Et-

about

T-

albot

at-

about

cat-

amount

'",

about 10:001000: AA.A*. M.MM-

.Some

M-

.Soma

M-

.Some

.

SomeSoma men of the l8th18th InfantryInfa.ntl"InfantlInfant. " 7 reached thethe-

Chateau

th-

ecae
the-

I

thei-

r

the-

Chateau

th-

ecaeChateau ofof BuzaucyBuzaucyand
. . ',

and? d in a deep cave there tooktook-

about

to-
ok

took-

about

to-
ok

(

.. .... .

-

(
I

I

about 200 prisoners.prisonerspr-siners.prsiners.sinnerspr -s ners.nersnears. This group , off less than a hunhun-hun-

dred

hun-

dred

hun-

dred

¬-
i

dreddared menmeIlNeil , representing the 1stlet Battalion , was nownoVlnovelnow-

commanded

ne-

wswoman

noV-

lcommanded

nob-

lewoman

now-

commanded

ne-

wswomancommanded by a first lieutenant who , at the openingopening-

of

openi-
ngof the attackatt..ckattckattMatt . ,. ck on July l8th18th , was the battalionba.tta11onbatta11on. intelirltel-irltelintel-iratelyintel-

ligence

irltel-

l1gence

intel-

ligence

¬-

ligencel1gencelicence officer.officerofficer.R-

ESULTS

offi-
cer

officer.R-

ESULTS

offi-
cer

officer.-

FSV

offi-
cer

.

FSVFPSRESULTS_ S OF THE OPERATION.OPERATION. JULY 18-22.1822.1822.1822.-

The

1822-

The

1822.-

The

1822-

The

- .

The advance on to the Plateau ofot BuzawcyBuza.cyBuzacyBuoyancyBuza'cyBuzacyBuoyancyAIA-
IThe

Ai-
tches '. hadhad-

succeeded

ad-

duced
had-

succeeded

ad-

duced
had-

succeeded

ad-

ducedsucceeded in cutting the enemy communications fromfrom-

Soissons

from-

Soissons

from-

SoissonsSoissonsOrisons into the salient.salient. The iSth18thSeth InfantryInfInfo ntryentry hadhad-

taken

har-

dtack

had-

taken

har-

dtack

had-

taken

har-

dtacktaken the Paris-SoissonsParisSoissonsOrisons- railroad and actually hadhad-

troops

har-

dtops

had-

troops

har-

dtops

had-

troops

har-

dtopstroops on the Chateau-ThierryChateauThierryTheory- highway and to the easteast-

of

ea-
st

east-

of

ea-
st

east-

of

ea-
stof it.it.

. ' . ' . ---- '- " . -_... , . - . . . . ,
:- .-- . . . . . .-18-18-lS-lS- 18-

to

lS-

to

Als-

ton

- -



On the night of July 21st the Germans werewere-

evacuating

were-

evact

w-
ere

were-

evacuatingevacuatingevactevict ting the salient.salientsBlient.sBlient. This was apparent from thethe-

many

ten-

ancy

the-

many

ten-

ancy

the-

many

ten-

ancymany fires that they started for the purpose of dede-

stroying
de-dede-

stroying

de-

stroying

¬-

stroyingstraying the supplies thatthRtthirst, could not "bebe"

removedreovedre iiOYedrioted: : inin-

their
i-

nter
in-

their
i-

nter
in-

their
i-

ntertheir retreat.retreat.

ATTACK OF.OF. JULY 22d22d-

Under

22d-

Under

22d-

UnderUnder heavy "boLibartimentboLibartimentb01.ibardrner1tb01ibardrner1tboi.ibardrnerntboiibardrnerntbombardmentbombardier"

. our troops spentspent-

the

spe-
nt

spent-

the

spe-
nt

spent-

the

spe-
ntthe nightni lt of July 21-22d2122d- organizing foror defense.defensedefense-

.July

defe-
nse

defense-

.July

defe-
nse

defense-

.July

defe-
nse

.

July 22d22 was devoted to strengtheningstrengthenistrengthenb thethe-

position.

the-

rmosetting

the-

position.

the-

rmosetting

the-

position.

the-

rmosettingposition.position. The enemy air service wasw s active throughthrough-through-

out

¬-

out the day and harassed the positionspositionsvithpositions\vithvithwithitch\ machinemachine-

gun

machi-

negun fire.fire. Early in the day an advance detail of ofof-

ficers

of.ofof-of-

.ficers

of-

ficers

of-

ficers

¬.-

ficersfilchers fromfro the Scottish regiment that waswa to relieverelieve-

the

believ-

eththe l8th18th Infantry arrived to makema.1ma1. e a8J reconnaissance.reconnaissancereconnaissance.-

The

reconnaissan-

ce
.

The operations officer gave them the l8th18th InfantryInfantry-

plan

Infantry-

man

Infantry-

plan

Infantry-

man

Infantry-

plan

Infantry-

manplan for defense and mapsnapsL pS showing the dispositions.dispositionsdispositions.-

He

dispositio-
ns

.

He conducted the operations officer of thethe-

Scottish
h-

ectic
the-

Scottish
h-

ectic
the-

Scottish
h-

ecticScottish regiment over the area and completed the arar-

rangements

ar-arar-

rangements

ar-

rangements

¬-

rangementsOrangemen for the relief.reliefrelief.-

About
rel-

ief
relief.-

About
rel-

ief
relief.-

About
rel-

ief
.

About eleven o'clockoclock' that night the reliefrelief-

of

reli-
efof the regiment was completed and at midnight JulyJuly-

l
Jul-

y

July-

2223d(11(15)15(l ?; ) 1st Div.DivDiv.-

P
Di-

v
. 22-23d2223d- command passedpasoedparsed to (11(15)15( ?; ) the commanding officerofficer-

P
officer-

of

offic-
erP 138.138.
of the Scots.ScotsSoots.SootsSots. On the wayw out of the area the roadsroads-

were

road-

ster

roads-

were

road-

ster

roads-

were

road-

sterwere "bombedbombed"

"byby" enemyeneRene planes and shelled "byby" artillery.artilleryartillery.A-

TTACKqgJTJLY

artillery.J-

ULY

artille-

ry
.

ATTACK-qg-JTJLYATTACKqgJTJLY!!" X ,
- JD - JULY1_ ._ gjd&cc&gdsgjd-

In

jadi-

ng

2 dd-

In

!.

In thet le earlyear1y.ear1year1y.h.Q.J.rsear1yhQJrs
.,, fcoursh.Q.J.rshQJrs1aursfours?. ). . ;

. ofof.. July'ulyuly,' 2J&2J41&
. . . thet : . ,;regimentregimen-

tl6)

regimen-

tl6

-gg-, r.r. .

'

(1'6)16( l6)l6
'

6)6) 1stlot Div.DivDiv.-

P
Di-

v
. arrived In the Villers-CdrtteretsVillersCdrtteretsFillersCritterV111ere-CV111ereCVilleVile rs-CatteretsrsCatteretsCaterers- teretathereto Woods (16)16( )

'

nherewhereinherenhere-
P

inher-
e

where-

19

where-

19

P 13130.130$ .

-19-19- 19-

(1

19-

1

19-

On

-



' ''- - -- -. . ......... .

kitchens had been established in areas set aside forfor-

each

fo-

re
for-

each

fo-

re
for-

each

fo-

reeach regiment.regiment. At each kitchenki tchenchen onlyonlonly r small groupsgroups-

remained

gro-
ups

groups-

remained

gro-
ups

groups-

remained

gro-
upsremained of the full companiescompaniesthatcompanies-thatthat-, , five days previouspreviousTprepreviousT-

ly

previous-

ly

vi OUSTOUS-

T1y

?

ly1y , had} d entered the line.line. Late in the day FrenchFrench-

trucks
Fre-

nch
French-

trucks
Fre-

nch
French-

trucks
Fre-

nchtrucks transported the regiment to the vicinity ofof-

Juilly

lo-

ftily
of-

JuiJ.ly

of-

Juilly

lo-

ftilyJuillyJuiJ.lyJuiJlyJulyJuicily. where a much needed rest was taken until JulyJuly-

29th.

July-

29th

July-

29th.

July-

29th

July-

29th29th.29the.

ANALYSISYSISSIS AND_ CRITlCISiCRITICISI.ICRITICISIICRITICIST.1CRITICIST1CriticsCRITICISMCRITICISI.-

IThroughout

CRITICIST.-

1Throughout

CRITICIST-

1Throughout

.

.:

Throughout five days1days'days' offensive fightingfi htin6 ,

tinet'hethetI' 37 MMlQIM[ gun and stokes nortarDortarrsortarmortarDotardsorter were not used exceptexcept-

to

exce-
ptto "bebe" placed in positions when the line had haltedhalted-

and

halt-
ed

halted-

and

halt-
ed

halted-

and

halt-
edand the area was "beingbeing" organized.organized. Many favorablefavorable-

opportunities

favorable-

opportunities

favorable-

opportunitiesopportunities were presented for use of the 37 MM1MIMM-

Mgun

Im-

mune

1M-

gun

IM-

gun

Igu-

ana

{

gun in particular.particularparticular.-

The

particul-
ar

.

The lack of communication between regimentregimen-

tan

regiment-

and

regimen-

tal

regimen-

tedanand* battalions , except runnerrW1ner , was a serious handicap.handicaphandicap.-

Though

hand-
icap

handicap.-

Though

hand-
icap

handicap.-

Though

hand-
icap

.

Though equippedequipiJed with other meansmeans.theymeanstheymeansotheymenthemastery. they were not used.usedsed.sedseedused-

.Orders

sen-

ores
used-

.Orders

sen-

ores
sed-

.Orders

end-

orsers

.

Orders from higher headquarters , except onon-

one

io-

none

on-

one

io-

none

on-

one

io-

noneone day , reached regimental headquarters only earlyearly-

enough

ea-
rly

early-

enough

ea-
rly

early-

enough

ea-
rlyenough to be complied with after great effort.effort. MoreMore-

time

Mort-

imer

More-

time

Mort-

imer

More-

time

Mort-

imertime should have been given for distribution of orders.ordersorders.-

Attacks

ord-
ers

orders.-

Attacks

ord-
ers

orders.-

Attacks

ord-
ers

.

Attacks canan be launched and successfully carriedoarriedparried outout-

on

Mou-

ton

out-

on

Mou-

ton

out-

on

Mou-

tonon very briefly written orderoordersorder , or when necessary , onon-

verbal

no-

nverbal

on-

verbal

no-

nverbal

on-

verbal

no-

nverbalverbal orders , however , the danger of misunderstandingmisunderstandingt-

hem

misunderstand-
ingthem isia too great to follow this means as a practice.practicepraot1ae.praot1aepractice.-

Reconnaissance

praot1ae.-

Reoonnaissance

praot1ae-

Reoonnaissance

practice.-

Reconnaissance

.

ReconnaissanceReoonnaissance arrangements must be carefullycarefullyf-

ollowed
caref-

ully
carefullyf-

ollowed
caref-

ully
carefullyf-

ollowed
caref-

ullyfollowed up.up. Only the initiative of a companyconpany commandercommander-

20

ccmmcmon =derdeerder-

20-20-2020-- 20-

kitchens

20-

kitchens

-



can be credited with the reconnaissance of the nightnight-

of

nig-
htof July l6-iyth.l6iyth.l6iyth.l6-1th.l61th.1th.1th16-17th.1617th.1617th.17thitch- ? . Had he not teenbeen alert , seriousserious-

happening
ser-

ious
serious-

happeni
seri-

ous
serious-

happeningshappeninghappeningshappenihappen gs might have resulted when going into positionposition-

on

positio-

non JulyJulJ'JulJJuju' 7-l8th.7l8th.7l8th.l8th17-18th.1718th.1718th.18th17-18th7l8th.-
An

7l8th-
An

1718th.-

An

1718th-

An

! - .,

An assistant to the operationsopera.tions. officer apap-

pears

ap-apap-

pears

ap-

pears

¬-

pears necessary in combat.combatco bat.bat. Particularly is this truetrue-

if
tru-

e
true-

if
tru-

e
true-

if
tru-

eif: the regimental adjutant remainsre.1B.insre1B.insre1Bins!. . with the rearrear-

echelon

ear-

ache
rear-

echelon

ear-

ache
rear-

echelon

ear-

acheechelon which is believed to "bebe" his correct station.stationstation.-

There

stati-
on

6tstation.-

There

stati-
on

tion.tioniontion.-

There

iono-

sphere

.

There is little el&eeleelsedele& that can be criticizedcriticized-

adversely
critic-

ized
criticized-

adversely
critic-

ized
criticized-

adversely
critic-

izedadversely in these operations.operations. Throughout the drivedrive-

of

driv-

eof the division the l8th18th Infantry led the attack ; itita-

dvanced

in-

tendance

ite-

.dvanced

in-

tendance

ita-

dvanced

in-

tendanceadvancede.dvancededvanced. over 11 kilometers and took all its objectives.objectivesobjectives.L-

ESSONS

object-

ives
objectives-

.m

objectiv-

es

objectives.L-

ESSONS

object-

ives

.

LESSONSLESSONS-

The

Lesso-

ns

m SONSSONS-

The

Song-

sterThe successfulsucceasful advance of the l8tfcl8ttt18th Infantry ,

particularly on July l8th18th and July 19th , was to aa-

large

a-

nlagen

a-

large

a-

nlagen

a-

large

a-

nlagenIfJrJ large degree due to the leading elements followingfollowing-

closely
follo-

wing
following-

closely
follo-

wing
following-

closely
follo-

wing, closely to the barrage.barrage. This permittedpe ittedbitted the troops toto-

overrun

st-

opover

to-

overrun

st-

opover

to-

overrun

st-

opoveroverrun the enemy in positions before they couldcould-

recover

could-

recover

could-

recoverrecover from the effects of the artillery.artilleryartillery.-

In

artiller-
y

.

In the outflanking of GrevaconRevcoGrevRev 8#*
,

con Farm and thethe-
x

he-
x

the-

town

thr-

own
> x\

towntom of ChaudunChad , both of which were in the sector ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe Moroccan troops , their advance was assisted.assisted. UnU-

nless

Un-UnU-

nlese

Un-

blessed

U-

nless

¬-

lesslese they could have advancedouradvanced, ownO\vnOvn\ troops must havehave-

halted

avi-

ated
have-

halted

avi-

ated
have-

halted

avi-

atedhalted to avoid exposing our flank.flankflan.flanflank.P-

RINCIPLES

flank.P-

RINC

fla-

nk
.{ .

PRINCIPLESPRINCIPLES-

ffba

Principl-
es

PRINCPRINCE IPUSPUSS

ffba_
offbeat, Pi;,_PrinciplebJ-noile.bJnoile.Nile- plepale)) .. piof thet e ObjectiveObjective-

The

Objecti-
ve

Obje'ObjeObject0bb eotlveevolveeotlve-

The

Bethle-

hem

' tlvelavetlve-

The

telet-

honThe Principle ofcf the Objective was illustratedillustrated-

21

illuatTGillett tedted-

21-21-21-2-

1IfJrJ

21-
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in the attackatta.ck. for five days.days. The Paris-SoisoonsParisSoisoonsParia-SoissonsPariaSoissonsParis-SoissonsOrisonsPariahParisSoisoons-

railroad

PariaSoissons-

railroad

ParisSoissons-

railroad

-

railroad and Chateau-ThierryChateauThierryChateau-ThierIJ'ThierIJ'ThierIJTheoryTheir- ' highwayhighv/e.yhighve.yhigh/ . were the GernansGerl'lans'GerllansGermans'GermansGarlandsGerl'lans-

'principal

Gerllans-

principal

Germans-

'principal

German-

sprincipal
Ger-

mans
' *'

principal means of communicationCOl11TllUnication from SoissonsOrisons IntoInto-

the

Inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

ate

:into-

the

inst-

atethe salient.salient. This1is objective was driven at untiluntil-

finally
nutrit-

ionally

until-

finally
nutrit-

ionally

until-

finally
nutrit-

ionallyfinally taken and the GermansGen! n6 started evacuatingevacuatineevacuative thethe-

salient.

tes-

tament

the-

salient.

tes-

tament

the-

salient

tes-

tamentsalient.salient.,
The Principle of SurpriseSurprise-

The

Surpri-
se

Surprise-

The

Surpri-
seThe Principle of Surprise was exemplified "byby"b-

ythe

by-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

"

the fact that in the initialinitia.l. attack on July l8th18th ourour-

troops

ou-

tcrops

our-

troops

ou-

tcrops

our-

troops

ou-

tcropstroops were in enemy positions before resistance waswas-

met.

war-

mest

was-

met.

war-

mest

was-

met.

war-

mestmet.met. OfficersOfficer were captured in dugouts only partiallypartiallyc-

lothed.
parti-

ally
partiallyc-

lothed.
parti-

ally
partiallyc-

lothed.
parti-

allyclothed.clothed.

No bombardmentbovfuardroentbombardrnent or artillery adjustment firefire-

was

freew-

ays

fire-

was

freew-

ays

fire-

was

freew-

ayswas permittedpe ittedbitted thereby addingadd1n to the surprise.surprisesuprise.suprisesupervisesurprise.-

The

suprise.-

The

surpri-
se

Super-
set

; .

The PrinciplePrincivle of poopogoCooperationCooperation-

Ho

Cooperation-

No

Cooperati-
on

eratiopratioeratiop-

Bo

rati-
oHoBoNo more outstanding example of cooperation cancan-

be

ca-

ne

can-

be

ca-

ne

can-

be

ca-

nebe found than that of the commandingcomrnanding officer of thethe-

brigade

he-

rring
the-

brigade

he-

rring
the-

brigade

he-

rringbrigade reserve battalion giving two of his companiescompanies-

in

compani-

esin exchange for a few battle-tiredbattletired- men.men. This exchangeexchang-

econtributed

exc-
hange

exchang-

econtributed

exc-
hange

exchang-

econtributed

exc-
hangecontributed largely to the success of the commoncornmonMormon mismis-milsmis-

sion.

mis-

sion

mis-

sion.

mis-

sion

mis-

sion.

mis-

sion

¬-

sion.sionscion.

The!he Principle of the OffensiveOffensive-

The

Offensi-
veThe Principle of the Offensive was carriedcarried-

out

carri-
edout throughout the operations.operationso erations.erationsrations. For five days in sucBUC-BUCsuc-suchBCsuc-

cession

BU-

Ccession

Un-

ceasing

suc-

cession

¬-

cession the regiment attackedattacked.attacked-

22

attacked.-

22

*.
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QPBSglOITSQ.UESTI01QUESTI011VE. IOTSyBitsyS MID.tUlltUlltulle.;; ANSWERSANSWERS-

1.

ANSWERS-

11.1-1.- . Why did Marshal FpchPh attack the salientsalient-

west

alien-
ates

salient-

west

alien-
ates

salient-

west

alien-
ateswest of SoissonsOrisons ?

A.A. To check a further advance of the enemy.enemyenemy-

.Drive

ene-
my

enemy-

.Drive

ene-
my

.,

Drive hinhilJ.hilJhiiichinPhil: . froKfroDfrogfrockfrond the salient if the attack could notno-

tactually

int-

ractably

no-

tactually

int-

ractably

no-

tactually

int-

ractablyactually prevent the enemy escaping.escaping.

2.2. W hat wasw s his principal objective ?

A.A. The Paris-SoissonsParisSoissonsOrisons- railroadra.ilroad. and thethe-

ChateauThierry

the-

ChateauThierry

the-

ChateauThierryChateau-ThierryChateauThierryTheory- highwayhighway.,.

33.3., In what way did the artillery contributecontribute-

to

contribu-
teto the element of surprisesurpriRe obtained in the attack ofof-

July

so-

ftly
of-

July

so-

ftly
of-

July

so-

ftlyJuly 18th ?

A.A. By firing no adjustment shots or prelimiprelimi-prelimprelimi-

nary

prelimi-

nary

prelimi-

nary

¬-

nary "bombardmentbombardmentbODbardment.bODbardmentbombardment." ,.

4.4. What infantry weapons were not used inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe l8th18th InfantryInfant attacks ?

AA.A*. 37 MMNU gun and Stokes mortar.mortarmortar.-

Were

mor-

tar

.

/

5.5. Were all available meanst ansHans of communicationcOLwlunicationcoiamunicationcommunication-

used

cOLwlunication-

used

coiamunication-

used

communicat-

ionsused ?

A.A. No.NoNo .

6 & 7.7. Was mutual assistance given adjacentadjacent-

'units

adjacen-

tunits

adjac-
ent

adjacent-

'units

adjacen-

tunits

adjac-
ent

adjacent-

'units

adjacen-

tunits

adjac-
ent'unitsunits' ? If so , where ?

A.A. YesYes.Yes,. at GrevauconGrevaucGrievanceon Farm and again at ChaudunChaudun.ChadChaudun-

23

Chaudun.-

23

.
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8.8. Were flanks properly protected throughoutthroughout-

the

througho-

utthe action ?

AA.A*. Yes.YesYes.-

How

.

A.a.

9.9a.a. How much ground was taken in these operoper--doperoper-

ations

oper-

e.ti

oper-

atic

oper-

An

opera-

nd

¬-

ations?actionse.tietietui. onscons ? a.A.

A.A. An advance of 11 kilometers.kilometerskilometers.-

Was

kilomet-

ers

.

10.10. Was there hand-to-handhandto- - fighting duringduring-

the

duri-
ngthe period ?

A.A. YesYea j, at Chaudun.ChaudunChadChaudun.-

24

Chaudun-

24

.
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