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"INTRGDUCTION

Much heas been written and much more will be written

~of the action of large units in wars past and in wars still
- to ceme but it is hard to find authentic accounts of

daction of the smaller units, such as companies battalions

and regiments which go to mske up the corps and armies of

history. Nevertheless, it is the successes or fallures of

:_these small units that make the successes or failures of

| the armies. The small units may be likened to tha

: materials and tools used by ‘the’ skilled artisan in building
ta_masterpiece, if they are not of proper quality, the

f.masterpiece is doomed to failure.

~In studying any event of history, military or civil,

'u.the student must- go back of the avent at hand in order
_that he may krow the governing background and in the
'"partiCular-oase at'hand he will be better able to grasp

ifully the story of action of the regiment being stuiied

-safter a short: survey of pertinent points in its history.

_The Elst United States Infantry was_a_regular army

: regiment' born-on the scene of Pickett's'charge at Gettys~
:'hurg,_Pennsylvanis, on June 10, 1917 by transfer of men
" and officers from ‘the 7th Infantry. (1) There were few of

'the offioers, and the few hundred men were almost en-

tirely recruits._ (2)

This was at & time when the War Department apparently

'crhad hopes that Bryan‘l proPhecy of B "million men to arms
.overnight“ Wbulﬂ gome true,‘f but by November 1917 there

l were only about eighteen hundred of the thirty—seven
:hundred necessary for the full quots, : ‘and they were

: W"recruits. (3)

—e=ONB ===
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The regiment.wgerfilled in late Januerﬁ;'igls; by the
addition of two thousand drafted menefrom:eastern depots, the
military equipment and training of whom consisted of their

uniforme and incomplete packs._(4) They were mostly from the

" slums. and industrial dietricte of 1arge eastern cities, and

_icomparatively few were native Amerioane of netive parentage,

it requiring in many inetancee two or three interpreters to

talk to a man. (5)

The_officers of thie regiment below field'gredee were
almost entirely from the firat-and.eecond-officera_training

camps, withﬂthe;majorityffrom-the eeQOndroamp.-(S)

i Theftraining of the regiment did noi reslly begin in

'eerneet-nntileetrnary, 1918. (7) 1t reedily follows that
such.a regiment, even though in name Regular Army, would not
be up to'the:etandard'of & great many national army or

- national guard regiments. -

' The 61st Infentry wae7eesigned to the 9th Brigade of

'the 5th Divieion, and its bettle training prior to the last

phage of the Meuse-irgonne Offenelve coneleted of: two

tours of approximately one month sach in the gquiet sectors

| along the.Aleece-Lorreine front, four-deye in the St. Mihiel

action{'and@hfrom'October’iath'to'the 18th in the front lines

'in.the ﬂeuae Argonne Offenéive. fB) Caeualtiee in the gquiet

fronts and St. Mihiel were negligible but the results of the

action in the Argonne ‘should be mentioned more fnlly. Battle

: oaeualties here were fortyheeven officers and nine hundred

ani seventy-one men,'and in addition, during the period
Ootober 18th to 26th while the regiment was in 5th Division
and Third Corps'Reeerve, hnndreds of{men_endimany officers

were evacuated sick, while many other hundreds were treated by

_the'dootore; (9) Colds and threatened pneumonia from exposure,

e LWO =



and diairhoea and dysentéry;from bad water and excess of
:canned-foods,.caused aﬁout'half aé msny casuélties as did
(IO)EK ' wounda, and left many othars in we&kened condition. (10) |
It was during the eight days sPent in raserve that the regiment
_got its_rast before the last phase of the Meuse- Argonne of- |
(11)PK ~ fensive. (11) Rest, in cold rginy'weather without sufficient
| | shelter, 51eéping oh wet ground,lin woods and old trenches;
rest, hafassed by long range_artillery and_aériél bombing;
rest, aﬁout the solé virtue'of_whiéh'was plenty 6f hot food.

(12)PK . But in spite of drawbacks, morale improved some. (12)

| Near:nooﬁtof Qctober 26th3approximatélj.sii hundred re-

VI(lBJPK' plﬁceﬁents arrived,.after gn.gil_morning‘hike.,(ia) The

- | writer:pe:sonaily'met and assignéd these'replacements to units -
of the'regiment. No recofds_qtherfthap a iist of nemes ac-

~ companied these.mén, aﬁd'ﬁhe'state Qf.their'tfaihihg could

(14)PK - be determined only by guestioning them. (14)'Few of them had

been in the service over three months, those were the veterans,

" and many of'them Said'thay'had'first'gone'to camps only six
(15)FK weeks before that time. (15) Most of the men said that they
| ::had never firad a service rifle. Many aia not have bayonets.

(l6)FK (16)

A1l thpée ﬁho admitte¢'sufficiént'training.and knowledge
of the use of the rifle werelassigned to rifle cOmpanies-
of the balande twelve went to each COmbat company as litter
bearers, twenty—five or thirty to the machine gun company
train and about two hundred were attached to the Supply

{(17T)PE | Company to be used as carriers. (17)

 Less than thrae_hours after'theéé men arfivad, the regi-
ment started_its move to the front liﬁes wherse that night,
‘Octobef 26th-27th, it was to take'o#ef its front line sector
from which the last offensive on thé Bbché was to be launched.

(18)PK (18 e threeem—
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November 1st.fdund the fegiment a3 c¢an be pictured from
the.foregoing: about two-thirds strength ineluding zix hundred
greén recruits; extremely short of officers, most companies
having only one officer and only two companiés with the company
commander who led them beginning October 12th: men at low
physical efficiency: in all btut little improved-frOm the last

combat except in morale. {19)

THE SITUATION ON NOVEMBER 1, 1918
The First American Airmy had been generally on the offen-
sive since September 26, 1918, in its sector north of his-
toric Verdun, between the lMeuse River and the Argonne Torest,
having reached a line generally eanst anl west throuzh Eanthe-

ville by Oectober 234, (20)

No attempt was made at a genersl offensive aftzr this
time, but the time was spent in preparation for the new genersal
attack, which was finally set for November 1lst, (21) The
Third Corps with the 5th and 90th Divisions in the front line
from right to left,held the right of the army sector from thre
Heuse River 1o include EBantheville, and on the right of the
5th Division was the 17th Prench Corps. (22) The 9th Infantry
Brigade Waé next to the 90th Division wifh the G0th Infantry
on the right and 6lst on the left, with boundaries as shown

by the map. (23)

The 6lst held Aincreville with the right of its front
line extending to opposite Clery-le~Grand along the Andon
River facing the enemy in his outpost positions of the ¥reya

Stellung along the Bardcourt Heights. (24)

The 1st Battalion had been turned over to. the 90 th Di-
rision for use a3 needed. (25) The 34 Rattalion held the
front line and the 24 Battalion was in support in vicinity of

—mmfOUr---
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DETAILED PLANS AND OEERATIONS _
- on Ootober 31, 11918, D-Day was announced a3 Hovember 1st,
and H-Hour was, announced as b: 50 A.M. (34) The_slet Infantry

- Was charged with the.epecific task of teking_thehBoisede—
| Babimont, and clearing the ridge beyond to the 90th Division's

sector, eterting'theladVance at H-plﬁs-four-hours.r(sﬁ)

Accordingly, at 9. 30 A.M. of the lst of November, Company
"I", with a etrength of less then one. hundred men, commanded

by Captain R. S. Fieher, gnd one platoon of GOmpany "D', l4th

Machine Gun7Battalion;'edVanced on Bois-de-Babimont from & line

 Just north of Aincreville, where they had gone in_nosition'

the night befqre.:(as)

Advancing across the valley between Aincreville and Bois-

'de-Babimont they met a heavy resistance of rifle and machine
fgun fire both from along ‘the unimproved road to the . north,

‘and from the woods iteelf By a flanking movement on

'e_-the road, Captein Fisher cleaned out the force there, taking

(37)FPK

: fifty prisonere and some machine guns relieving pressure at

that point. (571 Again teking up the advance on Bois-de-

"Babimont he met and captured without resistance an infentry

(38)PK Mc.

(39)H-~5
191

(407K

191
B 161

(41)H-5.';

company of eixty men entrenched about four hundred meters from 7
this wood, but due to very heavy and effective fire from the
woods, and frcm vicinity of Villers on his left was pinned to
the_ground in that vicinity, and forced to dig in. (38) His

‘losgas were eight killedfand twenty wounded. (39) Company "I"
- was ordered tO-remain here“untilfthe gdvance of the 90th

~ Division on‘the left:would}relieve the flaﬁking fire. (40)

_During the'action_of Company "I" on BabimOnt, the 60th
Infantry entéred c1ery+1eaorana ufthflittle'reeietance and

fcleared the weetern slope of Hill 261 and the 90th Division

on the left nad cleared the ridge southwest from Andevanne {41)*
RS PSR
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34 Eattaiion north of Aincfeviile, (42}

. from Dun-sur-Meuse and back of Dun-sur-Meuse .

_ The 1st Battallon had operated slong the right flenk of the
g90th_Division@~and‘had_oonneoted up'with flank patrols of the

The 24 Battalion

ha&gremaine& in_poSition in sapport.

"

The attack of the army hed been so successful on the

first day that the belief began to grow that the Germans were

due for & break and plana for'pureuit'were insugurated. (43)

At the request of the Colonel of - the Glst Infantry, General

caetner, commanding the 9th Brigade, asked that the 1st
Battalion be returned to regimental control as soon as possible,
that it might be used when ‘the time for pursuit came, and was

promlsed that aotion would be teken. (44)

On'ths nightgof'ﬂofember 1et7-2d, Company "L" joined
COmpany "I" in front‘of”Bois-de-Eabimont and supported by
Companies "K™ and "M" and fire from the attached machine com-
rany, they swept the woode clear on the 24, against a somewﬁat
leeeened'resistanoej and pushed along the weste:n-rim-of the

Punch Bowl. (46)

| Howeﬁer theee oompaniee still'got'some flanking fire

from i1l 243 and the ‘vieinity of Villers-devant-Dun until the
90th Divieion and 1et Battalion of ‘the Glet (still with the 90th)
drove through and cleared the anemy out of that vioinity.(éﬁ)

The 60th Infantry.on the right took clery_leaPetit driving

two machine gun . companies toward Douloon, ar patrols of the

od Battalion, Glst oonneoted up with the 60th aleng the suthern

rim of the Punch Bowk. (47)

'-Eneny ehelling:inoreaeed:during the day, most of it coming

Avistors re-~

‘ported thatgthere_seemed to be a considerably increased move-

ment of-traneportation to the Tear on the'east side of the

indicating that the enemy Was beginning a withdrawal
----seven---
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of materiel., (48) The enemy met by the regiment on this day

had been from unitsyof the 88th German Division. (49)

Early the morning of November 3d, the lst Battalion was
returned to regimental control and was ordered to clesan up
the large saucer-like area west of Dun=-sur-lMeuse, called the
Punch Bowl, the entire area of which was now included in the
sector of the 6lst. (50) This battalion chenged direciion east-
ward from its position on the right of the 90th Division,
passed through the 3d Battalion, and swept down the esstern
glope of the ridge they then occupied. They were met by a
withering fire as they struck the lower élope. Artillery in
bun-sur-lleuse; one pounders from Dun-sur-Meuse sand Doulcon,
maphine guns from Doulcon, FPme-de-Jupille, and Pme-de-la<Eriere
all opened up. (51) The lines were thrown into momentary con-
Tfusion, and but for the personal leadership of Captain ieritt
E. Olmstead, who was commanding the battalion, might have
been slopped completely. THe led them on, however, and under
pressure, the resistance leésened. (62) The advancé of the
90th silenced the fire:from Tme-de-Jupille, the Boch leaving
of their own accord, and as the battalion advanced, the enemy
left Tre-de-la-Briere, (53) The Boche -in Doulcon, seelng ihat
the Americans were not being stopped, and being fired on by
machine guns of the 60th Infantry from the south, reslirzed their
rrecarious pogition, and got out under cover of the railroad
yards, withdrawing to, Dun. Company "C" of the 61st, under com-
mand of Lieutenant E. A. Smith, entered and occupied the towm

of Doulcon about 11:00 A.M., HMopping up s few remaining sniners.

(54)

In this town there were large military stores including
several million feet of lumber,extensive railway yards and much
rolling stock, and the souvenir hunters were in their glory.(55)
Also, there were many gardens of fresh vegetables, includ ing

~--eight--=
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flat to the canal to begin work there, wading mud and water

up to waist deep, and,soratohed-bj thorny'brush'in'going

.across,gthe two "I" Companles following'01osely}‘(85)

" The work on the canal bridges began Withoﬁt.undue_dis-'

turbaﬁceﬁfrom the-enemy.ffHe was somewhat suspiéious of the

_ whole'area,shOWn by desultory machine gun fire, bursts of

(B4)a 1

(86) A1

o (86)A 1

which struck near.the_bridgingjparties;_ It-wasda'rery dark
night and one.bridge'ﬁas'completed by's-so A.M., and sbout
31xty men- of the two regiments were across, when faint dawn
and probablj noise led to its disoovery. (84) About éight

enemy machine guns opened up an accurate fire from the bage

of  the west slope of Hill 250 shooting,out_the bridge almost

‘instantly, and inflicting a_few'casualties on the men (85)

actually-crossing} Those across took cover under hedgss
near the bank and apparently escaped the notice of the gunners
for the moment: while those on the. west bank got good gover

under the high cansl dyke or bank. (86) As the men who had

' orossed'began to pick np-these guns, they oPened;sniping;

(E?)A.l

(BB)PK Mc 2
H-5 215 .

(B9)PK A 1

(90)PK Mo 2

fire and.drewgthe fire-to_themselves.for the time being. (87)

- The situation was dangerous for the group across the canzl and

called for“heroie action"on'the Part'of'somebody, Captain.
T*“J.sher of COmpany I, Sixty-First and Captain Allworth of
Company I GOth, calling on volunteers to follow them, swam the

canal about twenty-five meters wide..(BB) Two men were

_drowned in the attempt to fellow but enough went scross that

Ulth whatwsra already there they‘were able to~clean out <he

closest guns. (B89) Then: by means of ropes which had been thrown B
'across and the partially repaired bridge, more men cameé across,
thoge of the 60th attacking Hill 260 and those of the 61st the

slope toward Hill 292, elearing,a space around_the-bridge S0

that iticouldﬁbe_fhlly‘repaired..(90)_

The engineers salvaged boats from the bridge that

---thirteen—~~



d-. S hadﬁneuer been‘finiehed and with them repaired the other

l'(9l)PK:Mc 2 one, (91) Soon after that the rest of the two 34 Battalions

(92)PK'M0.2 crossed and joined thoee parts already across. (92) With this
'impetus the attack progreeeed ‘more rapidly and the foothold

on the.eaet,bank of the_Meuse was-made_secure;'

The 24 Battalion of the 613t now orossed tha river and
(9B8)PK Mc 2 canal,, following up the canal behind the 3d. (93) Colonel -

Poyton of the elst took command of the mixed regiment gast

(94)PK of the Meuse. (94)
H-5, 219

The 3d Battalion of the 6lst pushed on up the gouth and

weet slopeSOf Hill 292 assisted by air_burets of shrapnel fire - -

: _(96)PKl. from the artillery neer Clerylle Grand.ffzt—the.erest—o;*thét(96) .

- hill the battalion was stopped by machine gun and artillery _ |

{97)Mc 2 fire from the other eide. (97) Lt. Colonel Moclure COmrandlng;

| '. ~ made a personal reconnaiesanee toward the enemy and locating
maahine gun neste and two 77-gune eent a company around each
flank. These companies captured a large number of machine gung,

_ _ the two 77's and killed . and captured several Boche driving

(98)PK Mc 2 the ‘rest toward Milly—deVant-Dun (98)

 In the me sntme the 2d Battalion had gone on up the river ___.
_ - paet the west side of Hlll 292, ani took Dun-sur-~-Meuse ahout
é99)PK Mo noon, driving several hundred of the enemy toward Milly. (99)
: H-b"

2197 H=-61 Jajor Stark said that if he hsed had machine gans he could
P 22 Ch IV o : S _ :

- _have'killed scores from the heights in Dun, but the carry
'aoroee the foot hridges wag well nigh impoesible for the

machine gunners.

'ofhere were many evidences of theneurprieeiofithe Germans
{100)PK - at Duneeur—Heuee. (100) Valuable personal belonginge were
| " seattered everywhere;' An officers' mess had the food on
the table ready to sit down to eat, and importent maps and

documents were left behind.d The Boche had.not,intended to

--=fourteen---
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leave the east bank of the Meuse. Captured orders read as
follows: "The enemy's crossing of the Meuse is to be prevented
abgsolutely. Should he succeed, he 18 to be thrown back into
the Mense &t once. The enemy must not get = foothold on this
side of the Meuse under any circumstsnces." (101) Von Iuden-
do:ff's "0wn 3tory" shows that the line of strategic retreat
was to come only to the Meuse. (102) Nevertheless it had been

croased,

The 2d Battalion reorganized at Dun-sur-Meuse anid followed

. up-the'engmy across the flats toward Milly-devant-Dun, taking

that town. (103) This advance was made under seemingly impas-
sable machine gun fire from the south base of Cote St. Germain,
but with 1ittle hesitation by the men. It is worthy of record
that this was typical of this regiment at this time. (104)

Men properly led would sdvance almost unflinchingly in face

of machine gun fire, but would stop for minutes for a couple
of shell bursts, Thia_waé-no doubt due to two things, namely,
that they hsd not had enough experience against machine guns
to realize that the fumny noises they heard were bullets; and
to the fact that so many of their casualties eafiier had been
from shell fire. It is believed that the first reason is

nearest correct, especislly as regards the replacements.

The 34 Battalion apent & busy afternoon in mapping up the
area they had taken, and part of the woods on the east base of
Hill 292, consolidating their lines on the Milly-devant-Dun--
Pountaines road, with a battalion of the 11th Infantry of the
10th Brigade on its right flank extending southward. (105)
Part of the 1lth had gome north that morning after the 10th
Brigade oompleted crossing the cansl at Brieulles. They had
passed by the battalion of the 60th east of Hill 260 in a drive
on Dun-sur-Meuse, not knowing that the river had been crossed
by the 9th Brigade, and had connested up with the 3d Battalion

--=fifteen--=
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the steady dOgged sdvanea broko the nerve of tho enamy on

the aoutnweat end of tha hill and by night the battalion

'held the hill to tho-middlo of the laddle, Joinud up on the
I_right wlth the 60th Infantry near the base of the east slope.
‘{132) ‘ B

' Company A had moved totard”iion-defént-ﬁun at the Same

tima the attack on Cote St Gormain started and after

‘¢clearing the enemy from tha woods southwant of Lion, patrols

entered the town,-bnt failed to hrogk through the eneny de-

- fenses on-the_nbrthérn edge of town. (123) Soon after these

patrbia entered, thu enemy lsid & heavy'bombardmunt on the
town which forced the patrola to withdraw to the southern

,-edga and dig in, wher e the company stayed for the night.(124)

The 24 Battalion covered the 1eft flank to the canal for
the night but waa atill not 1n liaisan with the QOth
Btviaion, thongh gseveral patrols had gone out dnring the day

,in attempts to ‘connect up with them. [125] The regiment
-_had met new enemy troopa on this dqy. In addition to
_priaoners of the béth Maehine Gnnnera, they got prisoners

_from & unit of tha 20th Garman Division. (126)

During the afternoon of the Gth the enomy avionS-

had been the moat active of any day the ragiment had ever ex-

tperienced (127) They were everywhere, and at such low al-

titudés in meny cases, that onn.canld plainly'see the faces

othha pilots; They swopt troops with machine gnns. and
threw small hand bombs and hand gronades where tr00ps were

geen, Only the faot that troopa were well soattered saved

-many oasualtios. The bridgc at Bun-sur-ueusc was bombed but
~not hit (128) EVGn so everybody conaernei rested easier

- when darkn-as came ana these gentlemen headed for home,

On the evening of the 6th ths regimsntal comﬁand post
---eighteon--—
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moved to Milly-devant-Dun. (129) Soon after dark the combat
trains came up with ammunition and what seemed far more
important to the men, hot food. (130) The sBupply situation
had been bad at all times sinee the 1lst, especially as to hot
food for front line units, but after tfoops croased the river
they had had no hot food until the 6th. (131) The 24 and 34
Battalions went from the night of the 4th on reserve rationss
the 3d being fed & hot meal during the day of the 6th, and the
24 getting one that night. The strain was telling, too. lany
meh had to be evacuated sick on the 6th and 7th, so weak they
could hardly stand. (132) The lack of proper food, the exposure,
bad water, and the fatigue of hard fighting had reduced

the physical efficiency of many more men to an extremely low
point. A company of seventy effective rifles was & large
company. (133} There were two companies in the regiment with no
officers, and no rifle company had more thaq one. (134) The
colonel had, besides the surgeon ani the supply officer, one
gtaff officer. (1356)

fighting spirit left. (136)

In spite of all this, there was still scme

During the night of the 6th patrols were very active,
keeping in touch with the enemy and his activities. Thirteen
men of Companiea B and D got lost in the fog behind the enemy
lines on Hill 350 (the north end of Cote St, Germain), and were
captured. (137) The officer with them was wounded in the
thigh, but got away and crawled down the hill to Company A's
lines by morning. Lines were thinly held and Boche patrols got
behind the line of the 24 Battalion, causing a litfle nervoug-
ness., A patrol of Headquarters Company sent out by the orera-
tions officer, éaptured four prisonersljust west of Milly and

drove several of the enemy out of the area. (138)

There was much speculation about this time as to what would

happen if the Boche shomnld counterattack.
L : ~-=nineteen~---~
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touch with the anemy; Positiona ‘were 1mproved snd organized

3far defense, (144) Outpoat 11nes were pushed out fram one to

one and one-half kilometars further to the front kaeping con=-

tact with the enomy. (145) Units weTe reorganized and fresh

.suppliea of ammnnition end resarve ‘rations 1aaued to all troops.

"~ Pive or 8ix offiners of the regiment who hed been attending

corps schools Joined the rogiment this day, and wers received

with great welcome as therewme.uough of them to glve at least

" one officer per. aompany. (146)

on tho'evéning‘bf the Bth-'the'ﬁlst wes brdéféd to go out

of its sector to the 1eft along the rivar také'Chateau
Chamois snd Mouszay, thus oovaring the arossing of the 90th

Division to the eaat hank of the Meuac. (147)

Ganoral Castnor aommanding thu 9th Brigado, ordered two
companies and 8 platoon of macnina guns to accomplish this
task and tha job fell to the 3d Battalion, thoy having had the
longeat rest Lt 0010nel MaClure wanted to @aend the whole

battalion, but. Waa voted down and Companies L and M were

ngsignated. ‘These.two compqniea and.a platoan of Company B,
'14th Machine Gﬁn"Battalion under Captain C.B. Mertin of Company
L, pasaed through Milly about 4 00 A.M., ware issued extra

| rations and given final instructions by the ragimental com-~

mander. (148) They‘claared Lior about dgylight, teking up

3advance guard fbrmqtioh‘withtstrang flapk patrols on elther
‘side, merching left of thotLioh—de#ant-nun--uoﬁsay road to

avoid ambush from Foret de WDevre. (149) although patrols Tre-

_ portad that wood evaauated on this édge.

The first reaiatance waa struck 1n Bois-da Lion where the .t

detachmsnt wag foraed to alaan out two machine gun neats, kill-‘

ing nine and oapturing one of the enomy; (150} From there to
-the unimproved road between Ghsteau chamois apd the gansl , they

---twenty-une---. '
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-advanaed on Mouzay..(lﬁﬁ)
‘brigade
_leaat hia words oontained some truth.‘

(158) PK
'was the bridgehead for the 90th Division made secure.

_hundred French citizens 1n the town of Mouzay.

‘order for the pursuit of the anemyiwas inaugurated.

found the Bbche'antrénéhad5behiaﬂ wire:entahgieménts, facing
the eanal whare they expectad crossings by the 90th. (151)

Caught 1n flank behind their own wire, most of them ran, going‘-
north. {152) The fow who did resist were wiped out to the -
man., - Some resistanoe was met at Chateau Chamois, but wes goon
ended A detachment waa 1e£t at chateau Chamois and ths rest

“Sharp roaistanoe was met at Mouzay

E atﬁfirat 'but-the Boche, adeording:to gome priBoners‘captured,r-'

tnought these troopa were the advance guard of at least a
‘and the battalion holding the twun retreated to the
"The Americans are

(155) At

nurth. (154) One Garman prisonar said
sach foola we do not know what they will do next™.

At 1:45 P. n;-word of
the capture of Mouzay was aent back and outpest linal estab—
lished 500 meters north_and eagt of - the villags. (156) Thus

Pris-

'onara'éaptured had been from the 20th-Garman.Division and
‘again from units of 117th Germen Division, who had been met
in thetPundh'Bewl and anlcon'on-tha-sd. (157)

' The action against MOuzay had netted a great gain at
very Bmall cost ten belng kille& and one wonnded and in

'_addition to the material gain, had libaratad about seven

(158) Companies

+I and X were sent to Mouzay 1n the aiternoon with rations

for the half starvad French.'(lﬁs) _There waa_considerable

_shellinggof_tha road but they passed without mishap.

With the capture of Mouzay the action'unde:'tha latest
This

'_ordér'called for the eﬁtire 3d700rpa to turn eastward and

drive hard against the enemy toward Luxembourg and deatroy

tlso) -Ihon the 5th Division had crossed

his demoralized army
the river and gone 80 deeply 1nto enemy territory, 1t had

'---twenty-twa---
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| _ xireliavéd tha ebsﬁacloa 1n frant of the Frennh Gorpa on the _
{1611E-5 ﬂgright anﬂ these haﬁ already aloaed ‘the gap en the ‘right. (161)
'“239 =-'.;_"How the Qoth Bivinian was tﬂ oross the. river and attack on thef
_; ﬁlett.; ?hn 1nmediate task of tha 61st Inrantry was  to march L
| ';with adva.nee guard threugh ths rerat-de-mevra, deploy on tho

o  ea5t side, annneet np with tho satn Infantry.which was to go
| there on the right and with_th-m take Juvignx, penetrating

i

”~1;I153)5f=d _thn plntasus beyonﬂ as far as peasible. (163) The regiment 1ess o

‘ ﬂ;?°j??r5f?5” the 84 Battulion was to marcﬁ until 1:00 AM. Hovember 10th, -
f-1  rast until daylight and then procesd to the attaek The .
”'.’:Sd Battalion was to remain 1n Mouzey until tna 90th Diviston
o '1_crosaaﬂ and covered thsir own bridgehead ana then follow the
 f:_£1g:;£K-'_.rog1ment.(163) At thu latest thuy were to leave Mouzay at
;f’ a£1§g%EK; ~ noen’on the 10th ragardlosa of progress by tha 90th- (164)

R R, ;;mha rogimnntal aammand post movad to. Chateau Chamois &bout
‘““f:(lsbjzgf__ dark ths ch. (165) Thg anpparting artillery moved into |
G _"lpeaitign 1n vicinitr of chatenu Qhameia aoon aftsrward  and’

:'iifabout nine P.I._the lat and 2& Battalions 1n the arder named

: f165)m .v_..p&ﬂﬂ.ﬁ 1nt,~° th_e WOO&E& fl&s)

. 2ha going on this m&rch was axtremoly hard.\ There were -
' *no roada, ‘a8 such through the woods. The map shewed a - |
o |  “;;f’iew picapatha' but thay were almeu£ oomplotsly avargréwn.
!' £}§?131£{ _(1591 It had: been raining and the ‘awampy 3rcund turned into
| , f“*,a sen. ef mud nndwr fbot.} Thesa troapa drow maahine gun
.:_;:}{:;”"”firc ulang tho Ror the Tr edga of the wooda, delaying the march -
S emdst i :00 P,u.-tn. halt was: madt ‘sbout four- Eilometers '
'”f g1§9i§§?ﬁE aast of Houzag.- (168) at daylight ‘the 1st Bsttalion founa
_;;;,1tsalf efr its road to the left and was qaught in flank by
'?.;}maehine guas to thn north and faraed to dopley aut of the
L  ““T2regimsnta1 seotﬁr facing north. while a unit of the Ed -
:;Jg;gg}g[ .i:Batta11on protncted its 1eft flaﬂk. {169) Th& 99th Division
?'f- | rjg;naa orossed tha river—during thc night but had not Badvanced
\:-fé;§2%3§¢é]”£ar eneugh to reliave the p:oasnrg on.tha north {170)
E].BB . - ---twenty-thzee---



The 24 Battslion moved on eastward behind the sereen of the
lst, and got out-posts along the eastern edge of the woods
connecting up with the 60th by night of the lOth(f:’Tjhe 2d
Bgttalion cama from Mouzay on the morning of the 10th and took
(171)PE  up position behind the 2d. ¥EEE) (178) The 1lst Battalion was
?l?B)H-B held by the enemy at.almost the same point it had been rinned
248 that morning, due to the slow advance of the 90th through the
(173)PK woods east of Mouzay. (173) Enemy shelling on the 10th was
?i?g)%ga worse tham any dsy spent east of the Meuse, (174) showing

that the "seremy was not entifely through with war.

The night of the 10th, fresh instructions were added to
the previous order issusd. The central theme of these in-
struetions was to tske Juvigny and go a3 far as possible, and

(176)PK do 1t the next morning. (176 fPhis advance started very
ggn7é slowly, but had gained the Remoiville-Bsalon road bsfore it
(176)PK  was called off. {176) Word of the Armistice was telephoned
to the regimental commander at 7:30 A.M., was relayed by
telephone to the 34 Battalion and the sttack stopped a little
(177)PK past 8:00 A.M., (177} It was none too soon. The frevioua
night had been freezing,and this added to the other hardships
had about killed what 1ittle physical resistance the troops
had. Ko man had more thesn one blanket and many of them hsad
none. There is little doubt but that the physicalrhandships

él?%)EK had about overcame the spirit to go forward. (178)
e : : '

Company E took over the outpost line of the regiment
on the afternoon of the 11th, and the balance of the command
8lept under a roef for the first time since October 4th, for
but even then :

many of them; /it was only the sirplsne hangars south of

Mouzay. A muster by pfocess of donnting noseg held on

the 12th,showed the total strength of the regiment st that
(178a)PK  time to be approximately twelve hundred and fifty. (178a)

Hegl p 2
Ch & Officisl battle casunalties are reported as four hundred asnd one

for this period, btut the casualties of sickness, just as
: : : ~=-=twenty-four---
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get where they wanted it with animala and it teek too many
men to move it.' Theae guns were rsturned ta their battery
on the 6th. (183)

'Ehé sﬁpporting artillery'waﬁ not used for barrage‘firing'

at any time during this aation. (184). It'waS'usod to fire
on dosignated targets sueh 88 pcintl of speeial registance,

'sensitive points and retreating anemy troops. The cooperation'

of the artillery was splendid, even though they ware not of
the Divisional Artillery. Tha guns were kept well to the

' front and there wasg never & time but that some guns were in .
firing position exaept during the time from crossing the Meuse
‘on the Bth until th.ehea._v_y_brid.ge opened onthe 6th. (185)

2. HOWITZER wrarors.- The assignment of these weapons

.:within the regimant heg been given. Resulta_of-their use in

this sation is almost unknown. The sfckga mortara and 37-mm,

gun with the 34 Battalion were naed some in the attaek on

‘Boisz da Bab -imont, but with unknown results. (186) Because
ot the aifficulty of transportation, the Stokes was not used
'on the east side af the anaa. (187) The laek of results ob-
 tained with tho Stakes ney ‘be further due te the fact that the
" only officer syecialiat-waa killeddprior to Hovember 1lst. (1aa)r'f

The 57-mm. guns were uaed eaat of the river, but ware not used

'with their - assigned battalions, going more or less on their

own._(lag) Tho only kncwn result is that one gnn disabled two

ftruaks-an the~Houzay--Brandaville read on Norember 7th, (190)

GMMUHIC&TIOHS.- The- commnnications personnal of
aombinad signal sorps’ and infantry aoldiera funetioned ‘wonder-

" fully well. Ehere was no signal aorps offieer with the regiment
and the only offiear apeeialiat ‘had bean killed on’ Datober 12¢h,
_laaving a signal-eorps sergsant in charge working under the
-aupervision of the Operatians offiaer. {191) Eheae men ‘carried

talephone wirea fbrward behind aaaault battaliona on all

—--twsnty—six—--
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occasions and carried fhe regimental lines forwsrd when the com-
mand post moved. The.regimental command post was always in
communicsation with higher author1ty and usually in touch with
the asganlt battslions when they halted a few hours. (192)

Pwo notable achievements were following the 24 Battelion into

Milly with a telephone line on the afternoon of Rovember 5th,

and carrying a line to Mouzay on the 9th, arriving there about

two hours after the capture. (193)

Telephone and runner formed the principal means of com-
munication, no pigeons being furnished and the T.P.S. being
impracticable to use because of distances. The radio was a
®ne-way instrument, outgoing only, and was not used exospt
on the occesion of the march through the Foret-de-Woevre when
it was sent with the leading battalion. (194) During this
migssion on the morning df Hoveﬁher 10th the radioc instrument
and its crew were caught under the machine gun fire directed
at that battalion, and the instrument destroyed and the crew
of six men all killed. (195)

4, INTELLIGENCE.- The intelligence section of the

regiment also operated without an of ficer, the only specialist
being evacusted sick at the start of the action. (196) These
men did good work, however, in guestioning prisoners and es-
teblishing observation posts, turning in much valuable in-
formation. Observation posts were established on Hill 299
west of the Meuse snd in Dun-sur-Meuse and on Hill 350 east
of the Meuse. (197) The men also accompanied patrols in meny
cases. (198) |
AFALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The operations of fhe 6lst Infaﬁtrj that have }ust been
described were highly successful.on the part of the Americans,
and the enemy demonstrated again here as he had at other times,

--=twenty-seven--=



_ elements. Staadiﬁg'on either bank and-looking'to-the other
this foat looks woll:nigh i@poﬂaitlofagainat an enemy of any
| atrongth st all, and tharo_wora'ae?eral hundred men-in the
. viginity of Dunsaur-ﬁeuae'aa hes been‘snOin. ;Tho capture of
Monzay againat numerically Buporior forces is apother typical
csse of the gseme kind. Ths prinoiple of mass was violated
‘,1ﬁ thé'isgiment on the pirst ‘day in the attack on Bois-de-
Babimoat The Bd Battalion attaeking es a whole,would have
._-insured the aapture of thiﬁ woods. Howevor, thia maey have
aided later aotion in making commanders raalizo that the

'-enemy at thia time was atill strong._

_4; BCONOMY OF YORCE.- The principle of scomomy of force

was usaally_otéervéd. In almoat evary‘oaae'battalions were
kept intast when sent on'a.misaioﬁ;latrikihg_as'a unit, and
'_the'miaaions'given theﬁ-wefo'atout comﬁeﬁsurate'with their

“_ atreﬁgth.' The outstanding violation was the nge of the l1lst
Battalion on COte 8t.. Germain and Lion-devant-Dun on the 6th.
There is very little doﬁbt but that if Company A had been with
the battalion on the hill and'let'the Bd Battalion tske Lion,
that both attacka weuld have been oompletely suoceasful the
first day. It might be said that the attaok on Bois de Babi-

| mont and on-Mouaay.were violations of economy of force. The

: latter workad, howovef,.andifor that roason.oannot be harsh-
1y oriticiéod. Had the ehemy put up & detexminad.fesistance
‘with.tha_foroes ﬁo had, these companies would hata.been squan-

dered with'-no_ gainat Mouzay.

5. MOVEMENT .- The whole operation in this study is
one of movement against & moro and ‘more dafeated enemy. No
opportunity to move forward in oontact with the enemy was loat,

and hence 1t may be aald that this principle of War was con-

tinually observed and illuatrated.

l._a, SURPBISE.— An outstanding violation of the prin-
. -~-th1rty---.



ple of surprise was the'attempted croesing ofothe-Meuse on

the afternoon of tne14th;r_Thie operation'invited failure
fromtite inoeption;"lt-ie-true that the enemy.did'not fire

on petroleralong:the rirer that.day; but this could not be
teken at face value, because any sen51ble enemy would refuse
to be baited in such a manner. The_great pressure from higher

command seems to have led to thie take-a-chance action.

'Two verﬁ fine_examploe-of-the oomplianoe with the prin-
tciple of surprise were the actual eroseing of the river the
night or Hovembsr éth-ﬁth and the taking of Chateau Chamols

| and Mouzay. Neither oould poeeibly have ‘sncceedesd on other

 terms,

. SECURITY.- The. principle of security wae well com-
plied with by the Amerioens at all timee. Patrols were active
'daily and nightly,_and the regimental commender always had
sone foroe aveileble as a reeerve. The failure to get in
touch with the 90th Division on the left on November 5th and
E 6th counld herdly ‘be oellad a flat violation beoeuee it was
.known that they occupied the weet benk of the river while our
left flenk reeted on the river though not in eotual contact

The rear guard aotion of thn Bochs wag in itself 8 0Om-
plienoe with this principle though he violated it when his
flank of the foroee guarding the - river south of Mouzay was

surprised and driven in,

8. SIMPLICITY.- Plana were kept eimple and direct
within the regiment and unity of oommand maintained throughout
thereby oomplying with limplioity. Houaver within the
:brigade it sppears that the use of a battalion of each regi-
ment_under_general command of an offioer_of one regiment was
'.a violation. On the whole'it eppaare thaet this could have
‘been asrried out more expeditiously by turning the job over

w~=thirty-one---
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to one regimont - on the other hand there is a question 6%
morale and of oompetitivo spirit between two sister organ-
izatione.o For example, it is donbtful if either of the two

oompanies would have gono to the river on the afternoon of

the 4th if they had not been pittod againet eaeh other in
_grim.oompetition. This spirit was again manifested on the
_morning of'tho_ﬁtn, inrattaoking the heights_after crossing

the-rirer;' There is no reason to believe that there was in-

termingling of-the troops of the two unita;

9 GOOEEHATION.- The spirit of cooPeration hence the

' complete observance of the prinoiple,-waa one of the out-

standing featureo of the whole operation. The artillery was

_alwaya well up and begging for targets exoept aa no ted, when
lit was beyond their powers-'not once was & request for fire

- gnawerad with "We can't get fire on that area®., {199) Engineers

did their ehere in the matter of bridgee. The regimenta
cooperated in'oroasing'the river.' Tho 6lst Infantry cooperated

with the 90th Division in the matter of a bridgehead for the

latter. ~The 24 Battalion cooperated in assisting the 1st

by flank proteotion on the morning of the 10th when the
let got caught on the left by the enemy north of them.

The communioatione personnel oooPerated most heartily
in their maintananoe of tolephonea. Supply unit- did every-
thing poasible in a diffioult situ&tion. This spirit went

" far townrd the smoceases of the regiment as a whole.

_ IB330R3- -
1._Untreinedfreplaoements do.not“fill-tne gaps.in

' 'ranka, and an organization that mugt be refilled to'go'into
 battle should ‘be allowed timo at least to orient the replsce-

- ments they receive.

2. Training in teehnique of rivor orosaingp should be _
| ‘ ---thirty—two--- 



' gifen.all_cembatltroepe; with enough actnal practiee that they

know how to meke & erossingteheﬁi& the necessity arise.

"5; PerSonel leederehip rather then'direeting alone in

- thoge sbove the platoen or eempany cemmanderl, 18 often neces~ -

'sary in combat to get beet rosmltva. _'

4. Mere time in training er eombat treops in hygiene and

o -peraenal aare will be time well spent and will save many men

with whom to faae the enemy_when tney are moat:needed.

5. The'ﬁﬁiritnal of ﬁorale element of the human being is

far in excess of the phyeioal in ovorceming obstacles and

'hardehipa.

6. The limits of human enduranee are almeet unknown if

-men are led enﬁ have the deaire to advanee.,

‘ 7, rhe_apirit o: veegeanee cen;often he-usedtte-further

_”the_ende_of a commandortihfhattle;a»

8 Competition between nnite can. be utilized in battle

','as well a8 on the drill greund.

9. The eeeompanying gnn frem artillery hae n little'value

: in eemhating a rear guard aetion.; It is too enmberbomq,not

mobile enaugh, rebe the main body of artillery of that many

guns and will nmot naually get mueh further forward than will
its own battery. '

10 Detormined infantry, almost nnaided can wreet ground

from an enemy of lower merale.'l

11. irtillery barragee are nnnecesaary in open warfere,

coneontrations eerving the purpoee bettcr.

'-Er-fhixtj-three~--



12, Commnniaations by telephen. ean be kopt up down : \f@V\

to the ‘battalion under almost any oircumstanuas. B Ei‘

1

15. Gaoperatian between arma, betwoen nnits. and within

~:nn1ts w111 gain results far heyond the affnrt expended.

po



