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I. SECURITY: BASIC PRINCIPLnS

L. INTRODUCTION.--The basic principles of
security, under which the two exauwples covered in
this manuscript will be analyzed, are perhaps best
expressad by the following stateuents:

ms fundamental factor in security is the
maintaining of contact with the eneuy at all times.
buring an attack, wnen battle huas Leen broken ofil
temporarily, it is of ﬁital importance tnat securltiy
groups, pushed well forward, maintain this contact
until passed over by the leading aittacking elements
wvhen the advance is resumed., It is not enougn to kKnow
that a certaln commanding feature was not occupied at
some time prior ﬁo initiating a battlefield maneuver.
This information must be of the lutest possible moment
before the contemplated maneuver begins." (1)

It is at once apyarent that the efiectiveness of
security depends on contact with the enemy with a view
towards obtaining accurate and complete information
rélative to his dispositions and movements, Embodied in

this statement is the implied, but nevertheless extremely

“important, principle_or continuous anq uninterrupted
contact with the enemy., The most disastrous conseyuences
have in the past been attendant upon ignorznce of tnis
ramification of the general principle and, under the saie
conditions, identical results may be expected 1n the
future.

(1) Mail, p. o



II. TFAULTY SECURITY: WORLD WAR EXANMPLE.

2., OPERATIONS, 2ND BN

.+—-The first
historical-example %iich wiil be anadlyzed under the
basic principles of security is that of the 2Znd
Battalion of, the #8th Infantry at Womagne (Jct. 9-10,
1918) during the World Var. (¥ap No. L.)

On October 5th the 2nd Battalion, 38th Infantry,
srd Division, consisting largely of untralned und
untried recruits, arrived at Cierges, two and a hall
miies south of Romagne, and went into bivousc. (Wap
No. 2.) Here the battslion remained in division
reserve for the succeeding four days, being continually
harazssed oy enemy artiliery and aircratt. The artillery
fire, consisting of tear-guas ana hign explosive, Ccawe
down on the position tor ten minutes every nhour, buth
day and night, and caused wmany casualtlies, cinilefly among
the men of Company "H". Tacn @man in‘the batialion
prowptiy sfarted construction on a ioxhole and_would
enter it just prior to the expected snelling. "When
tne fire ceased the dirt woulo Ily frow every nole..,
Gradﬁally the ..(@en)...wuuld desist frum Uig,inNg...
Toward tne end of tne time in this position hotnina
but the flying dirt could be seen.....Rezurdless ol
now well his hole protected him no soldier was
satisfied with it imwedliately following a burst of
enemy shelling. " (2)

In October 3th at 4:62 P,¥W, orcers were receivea
by the commander of the 2né Battalion to inmmealateiy
ﬁove out of bivouac at Ciérﬁes, pass thnrough tne 1st
and 2nd Bavtalions of.the &8th Infentry wihica were
then nolding the Hamelle Trench, and capture tne nigh
ground in tre viecinity of Bantheviiie., (Lup No. 2.

Tne battallion comuwander, with an hour znd a nslf of
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daylight left and four uwiles to go, acted with
commendable sromptness, moving his oaitalion out in
attacx order with Companies "gh, "FE0, and "G" abreast,
and in that order from right to left. Coupany "H",
naving sustained heavy casualties Irow artillery Ifire
the day before, followed in rear as the buttalion
resérve. Fach comp#ny merched in coluwmn ol platoons
with the objeet of ueploying into a coliwn oi

sections in the assault. (&)

During the ap.roach march irum Clerges nortn to the
fumelile Trench the battalion received considerable enewy
artillery fire and were Tinaily forced to aeploy the
leading two platoons in each cowmpany into skirmish iines,
and the foliowing two platoons into sqyuad coluwns. Tae
result was a decline in the rate of mazrcrn, the batialion
just covering the two miles up to the iamelle Trench

wien oveftuken by darkness. Here orders were received

to halt the atuack, and to relieve thne lst and 2nd
Battalions in the Trench. In expectation of concinuing
the attack the next morning, patrols were pushed forwvara

as far as the Romagne-Cunel Road, and into the villiage

of Romagne., (4)

At some time during the nizht of Jctober ¢-10 the
expected attack orders arrvived. (It is not known whether
oT not any information was received as to enemy locat.uns
and friendly supporting fires.) The zist of these orders
wvas that tne 2na Battalion woulid juwp ofi at 7:80 A%,
the foliowing morning with the sume objective--vicinity
of Bantheville. Units of the 3Znc Division were on the
battalion's left, dnd a battalion oi the &0th Infantry
on its right. (¥ap No. 2, The zone of atback was about



1039 yurds in width ana the pattalion comuznder electea

to move forward witn the same formation as vas used

during the approachn march the duy before. This

resulted in three cowpanies in line, each company

‘being formed in column of sections, ecach section M"as
skiraisners™®, and with apout 100 yards vewween sections. (3)

. CLOCURITY PATRILS.~-The night passed .uietly

with no contact with the enemy to the front and the
patrols, winich reported Hill 255 and Romagne clear of

the enemy, were ordered withdrawn just before dayli:zht.

Yan No. 2.) (3

4, THE ATTACK,--0On the morning of Jctober 10tn

the battalion formed at the Mamélle Trench in columns of
sections 1n line giving, as the battalion com..ander
expressed it: "a rol.ing barrage of troopsh eignt lines
deep, It must be aszsumed that the battallion comiander
directed this formation in the belief thut if the
enemy neld up the leading elements, tne following
troops would automatically continue forward and bresk
up any such fesistunce by sheer welgnt of numbers. Vhac
might have been tne unit reserves were tnus comacitted to
acilon pefore the enemy was encountere@. The bautaiion
;uffered no interference from eneuy fire while taking up
tnis initial formation since tne ¥umwelle Trenca -as on
the reverse slope of Hili 225 and the troops were thus
defiladed fros enemy observation and fire. (Overlay to
Map No. 2.) (7)

At 7:00 ALY, the battal.on moved forward and,
thrdugh some error in coordination or supervision by

higher headgquarters, witnout artiilery supyort, and

;5) wich, Ji. 3.
6} Tich, »n. 3.
{7} wmich, p. 10,
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alone, The scouts, unoy;osed, pazsed the crest ol the
nill forward of the lamelle Trench, snd were fol.owed in
all confidence by the "parra,c of troops", with cne |
hundred yards between succezsive waves, (8)

5. COMMENTS ON SECUAITY hisaSUnino.--Now, witn

reference to the patrols, winich had returned just
before daylizht, and wiieh had reported the keypoints
to the frunt clear of the eneuy, a yuestiun Sresencs
itself. .

G. Was the battalion cowmsanaer correct in oraering
the patrols t@ withdfaw prior.to actual aayligﬂt?.

A. Tne answer 1is obvious--the patrois shoula nuave
been continued until after daybreak or the battalion
commander snould have outposted Hill 255 and Romagne
until his attacking elements had passzd through. Current_

regulations and taought cover this ivein most cumpletely,

viz:

F.R.R. In proximity to the enewy,...z resting

208 force,.secures itseli...by an outpost.
In combat, each unit provices for its ovn
security by tne employwent oI cuwbdat
patrols,

F.S.R. «..The nizht is utilized to extend tne

471 advance; strong patrois...are sent 1orvard

to occupy advanced positions....
"Barly contact with the enemy...wust be wade, and
once this contact is gained it must never be lostt, (9)
. &
ny fundamental factor in security is the meintaining
of contuct with the eneuy at all times...it is of vital
izportance that security groups...maintain tnis
contact... ™ (10)
In otner words, wioelbher contact wiuh: bne enewy 1s

efiected turough the use of couwbab putruls or outposts,

it, as has been sentiuvned before, uvust oe continuous sand

- (3Y =ich, o. 19,

3y tee, p. 2.
(17 ~sil, 0. 5.



“uninterrusted to be efiective,

Tnis mistake in withdrawing the pacrois so early
was a most serivus one, since it aliordea Tne enewy an
opsorbunity to place, unuetected, nls autoumatic weuapouns
aﬁ xeypoints in frunt.of the American l*ne.  The Germans,
in the early morning darkness, capllaili-ea on'this

error and juletly seb up tneir machine guns on Hill =205

and at, and to the vest of, Nowsgne. (Dveriuy to ey No.2.) (11)

6. RESULTANT FATLURE OF TN ATUACK.--fs the first

wzve reached the crest Jorward or tne Monelle Trgnch it
was pinned to the-sréund b7 & murderosus obligue filre
from the enewy machine zuns and by wn encuy artillery
carraze registeted on the forwerd siope oI the nill.
wave follovwed wuve'until the ehtire battalion in a
confused, unconbrdl;ed_maa;, was ticd to the Cresy ol
tie nill by the enemy fire, most of which "as received
from Hiil BoS. AL 72D £,F, The battzlion comancer
ordered_a \Lcnara"ul to tne cover silorasd by the
“mmelie Trench. (Overlay to "ap No. 2.) This TS
acc@mplished by the men indiviuualij, cach crawling
back over tihe zrezt of tne niil, Tine CcOSUL to tne
battalion of an oversisnt in one oI the buslec principles

\
of security wus 507 of 1its strength in tventy minutes. {12)

"\'.,

TII. FLULTY SECURITY: 4 WORE WODLDN BxalPLb.

7. DULDATI NG, JAPAN;SL 5T7H DIVIZION.--The second

nistorical éxamyle covered in tais mqnagrarh'déals-witn
units of the Jupasnese 5th Division st Nankow, Hortn .
China, on August %-24, 18a7.

on July 7, 1937 toe so-called "Cnina Incicent®

broke oUut and ohe Japsiese iuaedletely reinioreed thelr

garrisons im Pexing and Tientsin. Toe 5th Tivision

11) 3ich, p. L1,
12) Rich, pw. 13, 1L,



ccounsisting of tne lltn, 2180, 4158, allu 42nd Reglucnis

of Infancry arrived in the cisputed area vefore tne end

oi July, and took part in asny Small enga el ents 1n toe
vieinity oi Peking. (Uep Yo. 3.) (1)

In August lst tné‘Cnlnese partiaily subwittea to tie
Jaranese clsaims, and started evacuatling Eneif_troups in
Peking. These units, consisting oi Lwo regiments of u©ne
Chinese 1s8nd Divislon, retired To the vest Lorou.n cie
pountainous pass at Nunkow, an important cerrain iesture
26 miles northiest oi Peking. (Fap No. 4,) it tﬁis tine
tnere vere no Jialnese wroups in the vicinity ot Nankow
Puss, Tils cefile dominatea tie afea west of TeKing onc
was Lne logical Jutewsy Lo Gihe west, but the Jupanese
hisﬁer comuand failed to outpost ic. (1<)

- on Aﬁgust Srd & regiment ol tne Cihlnesé &9tn Division,
consisting ol about G Loousand iscl, TouCod Tig Vicinaity

of Nangow, Just cust ol tne pass und enirenciced Toskiedlves.

8. OMISEIONS TIfl SLCULITY,--This zction on toe purt
of the Chinese now makes LU Limedlately apparsnl Lhat
the Japunese, in tnis action, diu not fuily obLserve Lne

following fundaientel principies of security, viz:

B oiietta Tnioriiacion 1S e DasiS.eeeal 14NS
2325 of operation.

na funcawventel foctor in security ls tne wmalntulning
of eontact with the eneay 4t sll Tiues.....t is ol vital
importance that securliy groups...waintain this contact...”

(15)

F.2.0. In ProXiisLTy LU BhG ENCGYeseozil
233 GAVANCILNE IoTCe....3ecures 1tsell...

Dy an outpost.
"farly contact with thne encuy....oust D€ sake, wid

once tils contact is cained it wust never e tost." (17)

) Caina, pp. &, 8.

2 Chins, p. 8.
China, p. 8.

Y zail, p. o.

) Sec., p. 2.

(1)



. THdE ATTACK.—--"ith the Chinese holdins MNankow

-~

Pass, the Jajanese had no slternative, Their conced, lated
nove southwards irom Peking ¢ou.a not e menaced by

such & tnreat in tneir rear., The only recourse then wes
to capture anda, at the very lezst, nold thne pass a;ainst
any such tnrezt.

By August 1l0th the attscking Jepanese troops nud
been rounded up and neacec towardas Nankow, ‘These units
consisted of the llth, 2lst, 4lst, anc 42nd Inraatry
Peglments, reiniorced by ¢ balterles oi 100 bk guns,
by 2 batierles ol 70 mm guns, and oy 25 ligat and
mediwn tanks. (Map No., 4.) (nverlay to Map Yo. 4.) (18)

- ¥hat the tunks were expecited Lo aCcunylisn in sucn
difricult terrzin is unkpown, but they zctbaliy did
notning. Ghortly after the muvement :at under way, the
late suiner rains cuwe uovn vitn a vengeance, Tne entire
area over wanich the Japanese vere torced to atticr vas
S00Nn a4 qUaghlre, witn tne roads two feet under waver. HNo
Tanks couLd move UNUEer sucn circamstunces.. (1)

Tne Japyanese artillery, wiiie in action Ior tvwo weeks
starting August litn, wa: also well—nibh wbrchless. Tne
f'ew Jninese aelenuers nud arranged Laessedives in tne
rocKky holiows so tnat, even 11 & uirect nlt vas sCcured,
onlj & single wan woudd ve nits  Tae Japanese Inlfanory
wefe repulsed ggain ana again by the Cninese lignt s
heavy machinejgun fire, znd tanough the Ju.unese captureo
the »alled town or Nanxowfﬁﬁ*ﬁugust lath, it ves not until
tne 24th that the Pass feli: Thnls wag avconilsned oy
tvo denleted bagtalicns, rvhich mace 2 fiank maren through
the mountains to the soutnwest and the Cninese, Gslenaing
tne Puws, Tetr=zieu :n lear ol belng cut ofi. "ne iiznt

at Wunxow retultiu in o victvory lor tne Jupanese, put

i8) Cnina, p. 3.
12) Chdna, . &,
20) “nina, p. 3. -5~
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10, COMBENTS I Ledunlid vpsdsuido.—-—In commenting

on tnis action, it musi pe admitted that 1t was poor
generalsnip on the paTt ol the Japanese to overlook
tne importance of MNankow Pass, Inforaation reiative To
Cninese uroop movements was lacking but tuat onLyrm;de
the outyposting ol the Pass 41l the more Luperacive,

A serious mistake which tie Jupanese wade =l

Nankow was, of course, tneir isilure vo mzintain Culliact

witn the units of tne Chinese leina Division rutirinD
througn Nanko& Pags LTon Pekin;.. Hud tiils contect peen
maintained, the Japaneze would huve foiiowed taem taroush
‘the Pass to the Yest and tnus would hsave been a;yrised

of tae apyroacn oi the Chinese Unit wnlch woved in znd
entrencned Nankow on the srd. Tne result v.oulc have

been an easy victéry for tne Jupanese w.ih no time,

and few lives, lost,

IV,  RECAPILULATION OF LICiCoNs

Factors in Security.

Jutposis Neither the 2nd Battaiion ¢&ta Inlaniry
at Tonme,ne nor tie Japanese ol Nansow
secured thegselveg Dy oulpost

Patrols The “nd Battalion &8tn Iniantry sent out
patrols at Romugne, 1t is urue, vut not
rvioh the idez of navang Ghem oteupy
advanced positions or actively l'eel out
the eneiny.

Tnformation If the Japanese &t Nonkov had naG wore
information as to tne Chinese plans biey
would, in &aix probdo;th,, nave besn tne
first ones to resch ana nola 'the Pass.

Continuous
¢ontact This factor is perhaps the wost Liportant .
one ot &ll, and wmay De described us Tne
parpose for which patruls ana outposis
are needed, Both tae American unit at
Fomagne z2na tne Japanese unit &t Nankow
voiuntarily relinquished contact with
trnieir respective enemies--with tThe
disastrous resulis previously debCTLb 2d .



