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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 5TH DIVISION DURING THE &RED PHASE OF
TEE MEUSE-ARGORKE.

INTRCDUCTIOR.

(1) Personal (1) In the latter part of November, 1917, the Fifth
Pearticipation. - ‘
Division was organized, on paper, for "immediate service
overseag,” Its wnits were individuslly equipped and
trained in the United States, until the last of larch,
when embarkstion orders were received and they proceeded
to France. |
Tﬁe division was agsembled in the Bamsur-Aube sector
the first of Msy, 1918. Tﬁere it underwent & period of
training and on the first of June it was hurrisd to the
Voages Mowntains to relieve the Pwenty-first French Di-
vision, which was needed on the Marne. It remained in
the Voages dwing the summer and on the 17th of August
carried out its firast operation of the war, when it at-
tacked and seized the town of Frapelle in the St. Die
gectar. _ | _ .
During the St. Mihiel Offensive it was the center
division of Genersl Liggett's Pirst Corps. It was relieved
on the 17th of September ané, after a few days rest, was

gent to & point'sonthwest of Verdun to take part in the

great Meuse-Argonne Offensive.
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It was agsigned to the Third Corps in the early
part of October end entered the line during the 3econd
Phase of the battle. During this phese 1t suffered
many losses. The division commander end two regimental
commanders were relieved, The majority of the battalion
commanders were either killed or wounded, and numbers
of 1ta.best Junior officers and enlisted men Were sent
to Corps and Army Schools, and even back to the United
States as inptructorgs. So that, though raflacementa
of many officers and over three thousand emlisted men
were received, the division was still far below strength

in both officers s&nd men.

(2) The His- (2) The genersl situation at the end of Uctobver
tory of the
AE P, = wag very favorable to the Allies. Om the extreme north

Thomas p«338.
the Belgian Army had regained Ostend, Lille, Douai and

Bruges and had cleared the Belgian Coast. %he Franco-~
Bripiah drive was sweeping forward. <The Itelians had
ygéﬁ guccessful and Austria had sued for peace. OUn the

(3)History of f/EOth of Uotober an armistice was conoluded with Turksy.

the Great War

Vol,IV,p.408, Germany stood elone, (3) Iudendorff had gone and the
Supreme Command was out of commission. The mutterings
of the gtorm of revolution were growingIIOuﬂer in Ger-
many, and the morale of the German Army and nation was

breaking down.
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(4) The Americans between the Meuse and the Ar-
gonne had pushed forward through part of the Kriemhilde
position and on the Zlst of October the dmerican Army
held the line Grand Pre = Champigneulle -~ Landres et
St. Georges - Aincreville, thence along the high ground
gouth of the Andon creek to the Meuse, along the Meuse

through Brieulles to the Bois Cote de la Lemont where

it joined the Seventeenth French Corps.

(B) The Fifth Division was the right flank divi-
sion of the Amerioan Army. Fhe Ninetieth Division Was
on its left, the Fifteenth French Divigion on its
righte (6) The division, with the Ninth and Tenth Bri-
gades in line from left to right, had been in its sgectlor
for five deys, having relieved the Third Division on the
o6th of October, These five days had been spent in
meking reconnaissances for the expected offensive and
in exploiting the ground to the fromt, The division
line ran from Aincreville eastward to the Memse, then
it turned southward following the Meuse to the Bois
Cote De La Lemont on which its right reasted.

(7) Just in front of the northern arm of the line
wag the Andon, a little stream about four feet deep,
winding through & wide muddy valley. Clery~lLe=Grand
and Clery-Le-Petit, two towns situated on this stream

were still held by the Germans. About & kilometer north
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of Clery-Le-Petit is Hill 261 and & kilbmeter north of
it is the little town of Doulcon. Just northwest of
Dowlcon is the Punch Bowl, & bowl like aree from two
to three kilometers in diemeter with round topped Cote
216 in 1its center. It ig completely shut in by high v
hille except on the east where it opens to the'Meuse.
On the heights of its northern edge is the Bois de 3Sas~
gey, on the southwest is the Bois de Bebiemont, while
on the south the steep rising slopes of Andon Creek
whieh form the gouthern rim of the bowl, are but slichtly
wooded. |

The southern arm of the line faced the Meuse River.
Along this entire front the Meuse flows in a valley from
800 to 1500 neters in Wwidth. From the western edge Of
this valley the hills rise in a gradusl slope, bare of
trees mtil the summits are reached. From the foot of
these hills the plain of the Meuse streiches esgtward,
level as a billiard table, and slightly marshy. The
prlain is cut by two water obstacles: The Meuse River and
the Canel de L'Egt. The Meuse River is at this point
& stream aboutleighty feet wide and from four to eight
. feet deep, With a light fringe of bushes lining the banks,.
The Censl lies from three to four hundired meters east of
tha.river. It riges sharply sbout ten feet above the

level of the‘plain, with its western bank bearing an oc-
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(8)History
of the 5th
Division.
P 287.

(9)#.0. Noa
44, 3rd Corps.
30 Oet. '18.

oagional clump of bushes. The oanal itgelf is about forty
feet wide and ten feet deep. 1I1ts eastern bank rises
abruptly for sbout twenty fbé¥ and then continues in a more
gradual slope to the Heights of the Meuse. This sicpe is
wooded and furnishes execellent cover for a defending force.

The Heights of the Meuse, in the sector opposite that
occupied by the Fifth Division, consists of a range of
gteep Wooded hillg extending from the Meuse to the Woevre
lowlends. (8) Dun is the northermmost height of the
range. From that em;nence; in a line running eastward the
Meuge Heights terminate in a series of serrated bluffas.
This escarpment riées from sixty to a hundred asnd fifty
meters sbove the river basin which, on the north, opens
uw into a brosd rolling plein partly covered by the
Woevre'Forest. There is one northern outguard for these
heights, for rising sbruptly out of the plain s kilometer
north of the escarpment and three kilometers east of the
river, is Cote St. Germain, a spaddle shaped ridge three
kilometers .long sparsely dotted with woods.

(9) In the drive which was to commence, on the lst

of Hovember,'the mission of the Third Corps was to advance

" in the general direction of Stenay amd to agsiat the Seven-

(10)?.0. Ho.
45, 3rd Corps,
1l Hove. '18.

teenth Prench Corps, on the right, in the prompt occupation
of the Heights of the Meuse. (10) The Fifth Divieion
wes ordered to hold its line, protect the right flank of
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{11)History
of the A.E.F.
Thomas.pe«334.

(12)Statement

of BrigoG'e.Il.
Jo.C.Cagtner,9th

Brigade.

(12 )Stetement
of Capt.E.D.

Patrick.l4th

Hl G..Bn‘

(14)Statement
Of Gapt .R. c .
Hemilton,60th
Inf.

(16)Higtory of
6lat Inf-P. 16.

the Ninetieth Divipion, with which contact was to be
mainteined, and to make & recormsissance along the Meuse

River with a view to formulsting plans for & orossing.

NARRATIVE.,
(11) 4t 5:30 A.M,, November 1lpt, following the

mogt dense protective barrsge that had ever been put

down on the front of the Ameriecan Army, the seven front

line divisions moved forward in the attack, and were
successful a]ll 8léng the line.

(12) Keeping in touch with the Ninetieth Division
on its left, the Binth = Brigade attacked on its front
with regiments abreast, Sixtieth Infentry on the right,
Sixty-first Infantry (less one battalion, which was
attaghed to the Ninetieth Divigion) on the left. {13)

The Sixtieth Infantry, attacking in & northernly direc-
tion with artillery support, took Clery=~le~Grand, driving
the ensmy in disorder over hill 261 end (14) effectively
mopping up the town with phosphorus grenades. (16) While
the attack on Clery-le-Grand was in progress & company of
the Sixty-first Infantry with a platoon of machine guns
moved forward against the Bois-de~Babiemont, Covered by -
heavy overhead machine gun fire they forced their way to
the edge of the wooda.. Here they were stopped and were

forced to dig in.
G



{16)Statement of {(16) In the afterpoon, that part of the Sixtieth

Capt. E.D.Patrick.

14th M.G. Bn. Infantry vhich had teken Clery~-le-Grand, atded by machine
gun barrages from the high groumd gsouth of the Andon,

attacked snd sbout dark succeeded in reaching the creat

of Hill 261, v
(17)Personal " (17) On the right of the sector, which was held by
Participat ion,
the Tenth Brigade, with the Sixth Infantry in the line
and the Eleventh Infentry in reserve, there was no action,
This bi'igade simply stoocd fast, keeping in touch with
the troops on the right and left, and constantly making
reconnaisssnces for the erossing of the river.
(18)History (18) During the night of November 1st-2nd the
of the 60th
Ini’gtry. Sixtieth Infantry had pushed forward under cover of the
P .
. darkness and at daylight, following & short artillery
preparation, took the town of Clery-le=Petit mnd the
eastern slope of Hill 261. Immediately after the town v
was taken, the enemy barrage from the helghts aoross
the river, fell upon it end meny casunalties resulted.
However, the troops dug in end remeined in this position
which was one of the key points to the cro gsing of the
river.
(19)History of (19) During the morning the Sixty~first Infantry
the 5th Div, ‘
p. 1956, continved its sttack on the Bois-de~Babiemont., Over-

coming scattered machine gan resisteance, 1t took the
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woods and advanced to the rim of the Funchbowl., On
account of flanking fire from The left they were umable
to advance further so they dug in.cexrpimg=tichk{ pon-
tebns. The Pifth Division now held €11 of the high
ground west 0f the Meuge within its sector.
{(20)Statement (20) The Tenth Brigade'made no movement during the
LtQGOIQGOHO
Hodges,6th Inf.day of the 2nd of Eovember. That night, however, orders
were received for the Sixth Infantry to send a patrol
of not more then two companies acrose the river. About
3:00 AJM. two companies, wWith a detachment of engineers
carrying the light ponthan bridge equipment,fmoveqwdown
to Brieulles and started the laying of the first bridge
across the Mesuse. The bridge wes completed at dawn and
one rifle company with the engineers sterted across.
At this instant the movement waa discovered by the
enemy and heavy machine gun fire Was opened on the bridge.
The engineers and the company then on the bridge, dashed
forward acrose the open river bottom to the cover af-
forded by the canal bank. The other company took cover
behini the railroad bank near the foot bridgse.
(21)Operation (21) On the 3rd of November Corps orders extended
Raport of C.G.
6th Div, 21 the division zone of sotion to include the Funchbowl and
Hove. 18.?&1‘. : :
40, algo returned the First Battalion of the Sixty~first
(22)Statement
CaptsM.E.Olm= Infantry, which had been attached to the Ninetieth

stead,blst
Infantry. Division. (22) %his battalion, advancing from the west
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(23)P.0. No.
49, 3rd Army
Corps.,

(24 }5tatement
of Lt.Col.
C.H.Hodges,
6th Inf,

mopped up the Punchbowl anl captured the central mount
and Doulcon. The front- of the Division -sectdr now
faced the Meuse from one fiank to the o‘chez:.

(23) In the efternoon orders came directing the
division to twn eastward, force a crogsing of the Meuse
River, seize the heights beyond snd esteblish a bridge
hea.d‘ for the orossing of the rest of the Army. (24)

This order had been anticipated by the Division Commander
when, on the preceding night, he ordered not more than two
companies of the Sixth Infantry to cross. He now mithorized
the use of the entire battalion for the attempt.

During the day the ocompany, under the cansl bank, re-
mained pinned to the ground, the troops west of the Meunse
being unable to give them any assistame. As soon as darke-
ness fell, & compsny wes semt across the Meuse to reinforce

them, smother was put in position along the railroad bank

' pesr the foot bridge, while a third, with the machine gun

compsny, was placed in Brieulles. Engineers with more
foot bridge material joined the companies at the cansl bank
end two small foot br jdges were quietly and rapidly pushed
across the cenal at a point about two hundred me ters north
of the bridge across the river., The Germans permitted the
work to go forwsrd without interruption and not until one
bridge was completed amd the units had started across, aid
the German fire open up. Then it opened in earnest. Every

machine ganner on the bank turned his weapon on the crossing.
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(26 )Statement

of Col,F.B.

The range was exact and all of the mern on the bridge were
killed. It was out of the question to sttempt to eross
in the face of this fire. The men fook cover & ong the
canal bank aml opened a heavy fire witd rifles, automatic
rifles snd even with grenades, attempting to sileme the
machine guns. Dur own machine gons amd light mortars in
Breinlles combed the slopes of the hills opposite, tut
the Germans could not be silemg. Another attempt to cross
later in the night proved equally futile, and day found
the little group agaln clinging to the bamk of the canal,
not forty yards awsy from en overwhelmingly superior force
of the eneny.

(26) The bridge material for the Ninth Brigede did

Hawkings,60th not arrive dwring the night of the 3rd-4th of Hovember and

Inf,

(26 )Mono-
graph, S5th
Div. Capt.
J.W.Viner,
r. l4.

(27 )History
of bth Div,
P. 211,

no attempt was made by this brigade to cross. (86) The
equipment begen to arrive after daylight on November 4&1,
but it was not until afternoon that sufficient material for
the construction of a bridge had arrived. The enemy across
from Clery-le-Petit was very quiet, patrola were sent along
the river bank to feel him out and artillery anl mschine guns
fired on possible enemy positions. Xo enemy fire could be
drawn, As it appeared that the Germans had abandoned the
hills on the other side it was decidsd to cross in broad day-
light.

(27) At 4:00 P.M. the sslected hour, a8 company of en-
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(28)History of
6th Inf. p.18.

(29 )Statement
" of Lt.Col.C.H.
Hodges,6th Inf.

gineers carried forward th® canvas pomtoons just nor th
of the point where the river 1s Joined by the canal. One
battalion of the Sixtieth snd one of the Sixty-first,

took positions along the shore to protect the'engineers,

end to ereoss as soon as it was possible to do so. Our
artillery =nd machine guns searched the slopes across tle
river to keep down possible enemy fire.

The enemy had not left! No sooner had the engineers
started floasting the pontoons than all kinds of hostlile
fire came down on the working parties and the protecting
troops. As fast as the canvas boats were put into po-
sition, they were cut awey and sunk by artlllery and ma-
chine gun fire, Casualties were terrifies. The commarder
of the protecting battalion from the Sixtileth Infantry was
killed. By dark the sirply of boats was exhausted and
the forces hed to desist until more pontoons arrived.

(28) Up the river opposite Brieulles the two com~-
penies of the Sixth with the detachment of engineers,
orouching behird the cansal bank, were unable tb Mmove.
Throughout the day they remeained there, while our sartile
lery directed by an officer in the belfry tower in Brleul=-
les pounded the eastern bank of the caneal .

(29) Under cover of approaching darkness & platoon
of machirne gans was moved gcross the river to the ceanal,

and the battelion again prepared to attack. Careful plans
' 11,



(30)Statement
of Capnt.G.L.
Hor tman, 6th
Inf.

(31)His tory
of the 5th
Div.p. 215,

were made md detachments were placed at the ends'of
the bridges prepared to rush them. Suddenly the canal
bank wes manned, and a burst of fire was opened with all
availsble wespons. Under cover of this fire, the de-
tachments rushed scross, being quickly fbliuwed by the
rest of the men in the two companles on the bank. PFir-
ing as they advanced, the unnits deﬁloyed end pushed for-
werd clearing up the ground to the front and to either
flenk. The machine gun nests were wiped out armd a bridge
head was established. We had gained oﬁr first foothold
across the Memse.

(30) Wnile the enemy's attention and fire was being
drawn to the foot bridges, another battalion crossed the

river asnd equipped with lmprovised rafts and telegraph

poles, lashed together,it quietly crogsed the canal szbout
four hundred meters above the other crossing. Moving
to the right it took up a position for an attack on Boisg-
de=Chatillon at daylight., The remainder of the Sizth,
crossing at the foot bridges, was alosely followed by the
Eleventh and by daylight the entire Tenth Brigade had
crossed ani was established on the eastern side of the
caﬁal.

(31) 1In the Ninth Brigade sector when darkness fell
the battalions of the Sixtieth amdl Sixty-first, which

had been so badly shot up in the afternoon, were relieved
12,



(32)0peration
Report of the
C.G. bth Div.
Par, 48,

(33)History of
Gth Div. p.213.

(34)Personal
Participation,

' . "4

by fresh battalions ef the two regiments éﬁﬁ these were
moved up the river sbout a kilometer to continue the ate
tempt to cross. The Colonel of the Sixty-first was
placed in direct commard of these troops and was charged
with the crogssing. (32) During the night more pontoons
were gsent to Clery-le-Petit and one bridge was thrown
across the river and two more thrown across the cansal,
(33) The enemy was still present in force, &nd as soon
as the englneers were discovered bridgling the cansal the
whole area was drenched with fire from the heights,
Between bursts of fire the engineers continued to work
on the bridges and by dawn parts of two companies, one
from the Sixtlieth and one fram the Sixty-first were a-
eross the canal, while a battalion of the Sixtieth and
two companies from the Sixty-~first were between the canal
and the river in a very exposed position., Both bridges
had been broken or sunk and there was no way to cross
the canal, A captain of the Sixtieth Infentry, seeing
the situation and observing & part of his company across
the canal, celled upon his men to follow him, Jumped
into the canal ani swam across. He jolned those of his
men who were alreedy acrcss, and moved forward driving
the enemy over Hill 260, while the men of the Sixty-first
on the left advanced on Hill 292, |

(34) Thus the morning of November 5th found the

13,



(35 )History
of the 6th
Inf.p.22.

{36 )History
of bth Div.
P 217,

division across the river attacking in a northeasterly
direction. The regiments were abreast in the following

order from right to left: Sixth, Eleventh, Sizxtieth, and

Sixty-first. (35) During the day the Sixth Infantry at-

tacked with one battalion through the Bois-de-Chatillon and
overcoming machine gun resistance, tock Cote 2562 and Hill

~ 228. The regiment reached the Liny-Vilosnes Road 2nd there

dug in, sending a strong combat patrol toward Vilosnes to
cover fhe flenk of the division.

(36) The Zleventh Infantry, which had érossed behind
the Sixth, advanced northeast on Liny and the town was
enveloped and captured. The garrison of Liny, retiring over
Hi111l 260 was followed up and the Eleventh connected up -
with the Sixtieth on the hill. At Iiny the Colomnel of
the Eleventh Infanftry reéeived a message from the Brigade
Comnander directing him to disregard previous ingtructions

and to take the stronghold of Dun which was the all import-

- ent objective. It wes not known, at the time the message

wag sent, that the Ninth Brigade had succeeded in its

~ crossing. The regiment was immediately faced to the north

and started toward Dun. It passed to the west of Bois~

de=Bussy and Bois=-de=Chenois, When it reached the vieinity

of Dun it found the town ocoupied by the Sixty-first In-
fantry so it sgain feced to the east amd atarted toward
Murvamx. It 4id not proceed far however, &s it weas

14,



stopped sbout a kilometer east of Dun by heavy machine
gun fire =znd wes foreed to dig in.
(37 )History of (37) The battalion of the Sixtieth, which h=ad

60th Inf.p.40.
driven the enemy eastward over Hill 260, remained in

position on the hill throughout the day. Ithwas Joined
in that position in the late afternmoon by another bat-=
talion of the regiment. ‘
(38)History of (38) One battalion of the Sixty-first attecked and
6lat Inf.P. 23 .
took Hill 292, while snother battalion of the regiment,
passing to the west of the hill advenced on Dun amd took
the town about noon. After Dun was taken the Sixty-
first continued its advance in & northeasterly direstion
across the wide, flat river bottom toward Milly, This
advance was opposed by srtillery and machine guns on
/Gote St. Germain and ‘the hills to the esast, but was con-
tinued, and before night Milly was teken.
(39)History of (39) The end of the first days fighting across the
6th Div.p.221.
Meuse found the banks and the first series of heights
gsecure to our troops from north of Dun to Just above
Vilosnes. ‘
(40)History of (40) During the night of the 5th of November &
5th Div. p. 223.
heavy pontoon bridge, capable of supporting trucks and
heavy artiliery, was thrown across the river at Dun and
by daylight was open for traffic.

(41)0peration (41) At eight ofclock the following morning the
Report C.G.

5th piv.Par.b5. : . : 15,
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(42 )History attack was resumed., (42) The direction of atteck was

of 5th Div.p.228.
northeast and the mission was to cleer all the heights
in the sector. The division was "going it alone,™ for
the French on the right ahd the Ninetieth Division on

(430P.0.$51, . the left, had not yet crossed the river. (43) The One

drd Army Corps

&% Operation Re- Hundred and Twenty-eighth Infartry, of the Thirty-

port C.G.6th ' : _

Div, Par. 58, second Division, had been attached to the Fifth Division
the night before. It was used to protect the right flank.

ggéégggfement {44) The Sixth Infantry,,with the Iiny-Vilosnes
Road as the line of departure, attacked toward the Bois=
de~Sartelle. In this attack, made by the First Battalion,
excellent use of marching fire wes made. This merching
fire i not fire from the hip or fire executed while the
firer advances, as many people erroncously belleve, but
1s & method of fire in which the riflemsn, after each
roﬁnd, tekss about twenty steps forward, stops, aims, and
fires. The attack progressed favorably amd by noon,
Bois-de-Sartelle and Hill 284 were takén. The battalion V'
gstopped on Hill 284 to reovganize, and & passage of lines

was executed by the One Hundred and Twenty~eighth Infantry.

(45)Stetement of (45) Vilosnes and the high ground to the east of
Capt.G.S.Hartman,
6th Infeptry. = 1t was a menace to the division, as it was strongly or-

ganized by the enemy which was opposing the French on the
weat of the lMeuse. The Sixﬁh therefore sent a detachment

to the south to drive the enemy out of Vilosnes. Ap=~
16



proaching the town from the northeast the detachment
took the Germana in the rear and captured them. The
French were now sble to cross &nd Vilosnes wad occupled.

étglgigf;igsff (46) The One Hundred end Twentyfeighth Infantry,
which had passed through the Sixth at noon, encountered
resistance from the morth amd the woods in the fromnt.
It made very slow progress until the advance of the
Eleventh on the left drove the enemy from‘the,woods.
They were then sble to sdvance through Bois-de-3ivry
and before dark reached Hill 358.

(47)History of (47) On the left of the Sixth the Eleventh ad-

5th Div.p.229.
vanoed on & three kilometer front with three battalions
in the line. 'The line of departure was the Bois-de~ v
Dun and the Bois-de-Chenois. This gdvence swent east-
ward, overcoming artillery and machine gun resistamce and
by night was on a line through Boig~de~Corrol and Boigw
de-Fontaines. Though this regiment with a very wide
front made exceptional gains, the resistance it was
forced to ovércome was by no mesns faint, a8 is shown by

the fact that on this dsy it slone gaptured three six~

inch guns, six seventy-fives aml over a hundred machine
gunsg.
(48)History of (48) In the left part of the division sector the
5th Div.p. 231i.
3ixtieth and Sixty-first attacked, each wi th one bat-
telion in the line. The Sixtieth advanced toward Mur-

vaux and the Sixty-first towsrd Iion. These regiments

17.



(49)Statement
of ¥aj.J.A.Das,
l4th M.G.Bn,

(60)History of
5th Div.p. 233.

(61)3tatement of
Maj.Jd.A.Doe,l4th
Inf.

were to make a concerted attack on Cote 35t. Germailn,
which 1ies between the two towns. (49) Aided by the
direct overhesd fire of machine guns, placed in Milly
end on the heights east of Dun, these regiments ad-
venced over the open plain to assanlt the hill. They
were met by heavy machine gun anml artillery fire, but
continued forwasrd, the Sixtieth Infantry asdvancing
from the south and the Sixty-first fram the west,
This hill was well organized and was an extremely
strong position. It would have probably held out for

g considerable time had there not occurred omne of those

peculiar incidents which somstimes take place in battle.
(60) A combat patrol of Co. "RY  Sixty-first Infantry
lost its direction in the fog end ended up at the Cemp y
des Romains at the extreme northern end of the hill.
This seeming encirclihg movement cesugsed consternation
among the enemy, which withdrew to the north and per=
mitted our essaulting troops to advence. The patrol

was ceptured, but the essanlting bsttelions now had s
foothold on the hill, They were unable to advance,
however, past the narrow neck of the ridge where they
were forced to dig in.

{561) While the battalion of the Sixty-first was
meking its sttack on Cote St. Germain one of its com-
panies attacked towsrd Lion. Soon after this attack
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started the advance was. stopped by light machine gun
fire from Lion. This town was apparently held by a
company of Infantry. While the attacking troops am

. “machine guns from the vicinity of Milly poured in a

(B2)History of

61st Inf.p. 24.

(63)Personal
Participation.

(64)0peration
Repcrt C ™ G'.5th
Div,Par. 60.

heavy fire a rifle gection was worked around to the

right rear of the enemy and caused them to withdraﬁ.

This encireling movement by the section was made in rushes
of about twenty-five'yards over flat terrain. A wounded
prisoner later stated that the Germans were mnable to

stop the section because the men rose and moved so
rapidly it was impossible to aim and fire,

(62) After Lion was taken it was heavily shelled
by the enemy. This caused the compﬁny which had captured
it to withdraw to the edge of the town where it dug in for
the night. 7 |

(63) During the afternoon German Avietors gave a
great deal of tronble in attempting to bomb the hesavy
bridge across the river and‘in maahine gﬁnning the trafa
fic on the roadg. It was fiﬁally necessary to send the
Pivisionel Machine Gun Battalion to Doulcon for anti-
aireraft protection.

(54) The task of clearing the heights continued on
the 7th of November. The Sixth Infantry remained in
reserve consolidating its position in ﬁha_right rear of
the division. The Ome Ehndred and Twenty-eighth, which

was opposed by fresh troops that had been brought up
' 19.
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to stem ths rush of the Americans, was able to ad-
vence about a kilometer when the machine gun resistance
became so great that further advance could not be

made end the regiment dug in. On its left the Eleventh,
still on a perilously extended front fought through the

southern edge of the Bois de Brandeville and the Bois du

(55) Statement Corrol. (55} When the northern edge of the Bois du

of Capt.G.W,

Gréngr,lSth Corrol was resched the hattalions were reorgenized and the
Mo .nQ

attack continued, ‘the left battalion attacking La Senti-
nelle. This battalion was unable to advence further
than the ravine in front of La Sentinelle during the day.
When night fell another battalion was moved up on the
right for the attack the following mofning.
(56)History of (56) The Sixtieth Infentry sdvanced up the valley south-
6th Div.p. 237,
east of Cote St. Germein driving the Germans into the

Woevre PForest.

(67)History of (57) The Sixty-first Infantry on Cote 5t. Germain

5131.'- Infcp .25.
attacked in s northeasterly direction. The enemy waa

driven off of the hill and it was organized for the de-
fense of the front and 1gft flank of the division.

(68)History of | (88) On November 8th the Tenth Brigade completed

5th Div.p. 237. ‘ .
' its task of conguering the heights. The Sixth Infa try,

covered by artillery moved forward on the right flank'
and took hills 388 and 378 overlooking Brandeville amd

(69)History of organized the ceptured ground. (59) The One Hundred
d2nd Div.p.l2l.

and Statement 20.
of Lt.Col.Hodges,6th Inf. .



(60)Statement of
Capt qGowoG’rinﬁr'
15th M.G.Bn,

(51)Personsal
Participation.

(62)0peration
Report of C.G.
5th Div.Par.67.

and twentyeeighth pushing forward on the 1eft.of the
Sixth met heavy resistance on the heights west of Brende-
ville. This was overcome and the town occupled. The
regiment then reverted to thé regerve and the Sixth

took cver its part of the line,

(60) The two battalions of the Elevernth Infantry
which were facing La Sentinelle attacked straight forward.
Machine guns which had been placed in the Bolis du Corrol
delivered overhead fire across the ravine onto the
western slope of La Sentinelle, The Germans placed most
of their strength against the right battalion and the
left battalion covered by machine gun fire pushed across
the ravine and tﬁok the height. The enemy resistance
now slackened and while the left battalion pushed forward
the right battalion swung to the south and connected
with the Sixth Infantry on the eastern edge of the
heights.

(61) The Finth Brigede svent this day in organizing
its sector, extending its line to the river, aml in

sending patrols out on the left flenk and into the Woevre
Forest. The patrols on the left estsblished liaison

with the Ninetieth Division, which had not yet crossed
the rivér.
(62) Reconnaissance on November 9th established the

fact that the enemy on the right had withdrawn. DPursult

in the zone of action of the Tenth Brigade wes immediately

2l.



(63)Statement
of capt .G.‘w.
Grirer,15th
H.G. 'Bn.

(64)History of
the 6l1lst Inf.
Pe 26,

ordered, The Eleventh Infantry led the advance with
the Sixth in support. The One Hundred and Twenty-
eighth was ordered to rejoin its own division which was
then relieving the French on the right.

Advenoing rapidly the Eleventh encountered the rear
guerd of the enemy near the Bois de Moncel. About dark
this was forced across the Loison River and Remoiville
and Louppy were taken. (63) The rear battalion of the
Eleventh, swinging to the right at the road Junction
in the Bois de Remoiville proceeded toward Jemetz. At
sbout midnight, afte: forcing a crossing of the Loison
in the face of resistance the town was taken,

(64) In the Ninth Brigede sector the Sixty-first
Infantry had been ordered to send a detachment from Hilly
nor thward along the Meuse to capture Mouzay and es-
teblish & bridge head for the Finetieth Division. 4%
daybresk two companies sapported by & platcon of machine

"guns proceeded on this mission. No serious registance

- wWas encountered until Chatesu Chsarmois was reached.

At this point the enemy resisted, but after a sharp fight
was driven out and the advance continued. At Mouzay,

the Germsn position, which was orgenized to prevent

the crossing of the river and canal was teken in the
flank end rear and the town was teken. The remainder of

the battalion was sent to Mouzay at dusk and the town was

22,



(65)0peration
Report of C.G.
5th Div.Par.71l.

(66)History of
5th Div.p.243.

(67)History of
60th Inf.p. 43.

(68)Statement
of Capt.E.D.
Patrick,l4th
M.G.Bn,

{69)Higtory of
6lst Inf.p. 28.

organized to defend the bridge.
(656) On the night of the 9th of November btoth
regiments of the Ninth Brigade were directed to push
forward through the Woevre Porest. (66) This forest
proved to be a Jungle of trees, heavy underbrush
and swamps with all trails knee deep in mud.
(67)

midnight. Throwing out a small advance guard, the

The Sixtieth Infantry started forward about

entire regiment asdvanced in single file as fast asz

the muddy rosd would permit. (68) At 8:00 A.M,, Fov.

10th the Sixtieth was at the junctién of the forest

road and the northern voad through the woods. Pa-

trols were sent to the right amd left to establish

liaison with the Eleventh and Sixty-first, but

without result. The advance was continued until about

noon, when at the edge of the clearing in the north-

eagstern edge of the woods just west of Juvigny elemy

resistance, probably on dutguard, wes encountered.

A strong attack drove the Germens from the forest,

but was unsuccessful in ;:gching the high ground in

the vieinity of Juvigny/it wes necessary to pull

beck to the edge of the woods and dig in for the night.
(69) On the left the Sizxty-first hed swung

eagtward from the Chatesaun Charmois toward Juvigny.

an approaching the hillg probably a guarter of the

23.



(70}History of
5th Div., P .245 .

(71)History of
5th Div.P. 247.

(72)History of
5th Div.p. 251.

. *
~

way from Chatesu Charmois to Juvigny the advance troops
were forced to helt by a murderous machine gun fire
from the left front. (70} At daylight the attempt to
advenoce was continued and was successful after one batw
talion had deployed on the left, facing north on & line
running.east and west. With this protection the rest
of the regiment was able to push on over the hills
t0 the east. By night the line ran along the east-
ern édge of the Woevre Forest, comnecting up with the
Sixtieth Infantry on the right.

(71) 'The TPenth Brigade had made no atfempt to
advence during the dsy. A battalion of thes Sixth
had relieved the Eleventh 1n:J§mgﬁg-and was organizing

the right of the sector while the.Eleventh orgenized
Remoiville and Louppy. &Latrols sent out from each
regimeﬁt found the Germans well organized mnorth of the
Loison. |

(72) Fovember 11th found the Fifth Division in
position along the line Jemetz-Remoiville-Louppy amd
the eastern edge of the Woevre Porest prepared to push

forward toward Montmedy and Longuyon. This contem~

plated movement was never made for early that morning
the following order was received by each unit of the

'division:

24,



" Hq. 5th Division,
11 Fovember 1918.
B8 Hours.

FIELD ORDER,
Ko. 76. @

1. Pield Order #75, these hesdquarters, is revoked.

2., Hostilities will cease mlong the whole front at 11
hours, 11 Fovember 1918, Paris time.

3. No sllisd troops will pass the line resasched by them
~at that hour and date untll further orders. |

4, Al]l communication with the enemy, both befores and after
termination of hostilities, is absolutely‘forhidden. In case
of violation of thils order, the severest disciplinary measures
will be taken, Any officer offending will be sent to thess
headquarters under guard.

5., Every emphasis will be laid on the fact that the ar-
rengsment is an armistice only and not a peace.

6. There must not be the slightest relaxation of vigilance.
Troops must bhe prepared 5t any moment for fuether operations.

7e 'During the armistice shounld any one from the enemy's
position approach our line with a white flag, he will be received
by an officer, blind-folded, and conducted to the nearest bat-
talion P.C., where he will be detainsd and the fact of his ar-
rival communicated as @ omptly as possible to these headguarters
for instructions. Pending reoeipt of these instruetions, no

conversation will be had with the person, or party, who has thus
25,
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pregented himself, except by the officer who has re-
ceived him, and his conversation will be limited to
.finding out_the purpose for which he was sent.

8. Speciasl steps will be tsken by sll commarders
to insure the strictest discipline, anl that gll Troops
are in readiness and fully prepared for any eventualities.
Brigade commanders will personally inspect all organiza-
tioﬁs with the foregoing.in view. "

The war wes ended.

The division during the last eleven dsys of the war

hed tsken thirty-seven pleces of artillery, four hundred

machine guns amd over eleven hundred prisoners. It had
forcad two rivers and m canal in the face of opposition.

It hed driven a stubborn enemy from one hundred and ninety
(190) square kilometers of territory and had pushed forward
snd for two days and nights it had held a line of twenty
Xilometers with the enemy on the right, left and in front.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM.

This was & highly successful operation, hence any
criticism must necessarily be wesk, for no one can s5ay
that it would have certainly been successful had it been
conducted differently. However, during the study of the
operation, certain features have impressed themselves on
the mind.

Tt 1s diffiocult to understand just why higher command
26.
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decided to attempt the crossing in this sector. Fof miles
down the river from Dun end up the river from Vilosnes the
eastern bank of the river ig fairly open while between these
two towns the ‘terrain is excellent for defense, belng covered
with rugged hills‘aﬁd woods. It would seem that many lives
would have been saved had the attempt been made in the french
gector or that of the Ninetieth Division.-

Phe genersl plan of the division was a good ons. It
delayed in attempting the crossing until its troops occupied
all the high ground in the seotor west of the HMeuse. It
planned to sénd over small detachments in several places and
then to rush the rest of the division over protected by their
fire, It planned to use its entire artillery supplemented
by the borrowed artillery of the Ninetieth Division, to search
out the enemy artillery snd machine guns on the heights and to
pin the enemy on the sastern bank to the ground. That this
was not entirely successful, was due to the excellent defen~
give terrain rather than to lack of efficiency on the part
of the artillery.

The technigue of the crossing was not of the best. Frob=-
ably no officer or m;n directly interested in the crossing
had ever had one minute of training in the technigue of river
orossings. There was no time to take the men to the rear

areas end train them as the Germans were able to do on the

Marne. It was necessary to make the crossing at once, con=
' 27,



sequently methods of crogsing had to be improvised. _

When the Ninth Brigsde committed two battalions to the
crossing in broad daylight, it invited failure. It is true
that all day the enemy had been baited with patrols and hed
refused $0 give its position away. However, it is not be-
lieved that the feilure of the Germans to reply to fire during
the day was sufficient evidence that they had withdrawn from
the heights. The brigade could sasily have delayed until
darkness when it might have crossed with very few casuslties.

The plan of the brigade to alternste battalions of each
of its regiments in the crossing and that of the Colonel of
the 3ixty-first, who was in direct control of the crossing
to alternate the companies of these battalions cauged con-
fusion. It would seem that had the brigade followed the
rlan of the Tenth Brigade and crossed one regiment to cover
the crogsing of the other mits would hsve remained intsct
‘and no confusion would haeve resulted.

4fter the river was crossed, & regiment of artillery was
aftached to each brigﬁde, and acted directly under the orders
of the Brigade Commander, This disposition was soung, as 1t
saved much time in getting fire put down When needed by any
unit.

A% the beginning of the operation sn aceompanying gun was
attached to each infantry battalion. If the sccompanying
gun, &8 now used by us, is feasafle thig was an idesal
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