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THE OPERATIONS OF THE S508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY
(82D AIRBORNE DIVISTICN} NOKMANDY, FRANCE, 5-10
JUNE 1944 (NORMANDY CAMPAION)

{Psrsonal Experience of a Regimental Demclition Officer)

INTRODUCTT ON
This monogiaph covers the operaticms of the 508th

Paraohute Infantry Regiment, 824 Alrborne Division, during
the Normandy, Frence, cempaign for the perlod 5 - 10 June
1944.

The participation of the Reziment was as an assault
unit of the "Second Front™, this latter being consldersd ths
final, and knookout, phese of the grand strategy to eliminate
Hetional Soclalism and Hitler, and to reducs and return
"Fortress Buropa® to 1ts originael end less war-like tenentas.
(1)

The demands for a oross-cheumnel invasion of the Continent
had bpeen heavy, oonetant and urgent elmost from the mament
Germeny completed her cumquest or France. (2) Postponenente
of this invasion himd commenced in 1942 when the Allies, notably
the Americans and British, felt that en adequate force was
not avajilable, in addition to en mnhility-’; to .pféﬁe'rly mount
ths forea for the sea-borne movement. Almost simultaneously
with the preceding ractors, politicel preseure that oould nmot
be dissipated was appearing, oalling ;‘or an invasion of the
"soft under-belly” of Europe. (3} The assumption of the
Italian ommpaign foroed a setbaock to s channel-coast D-Day
tut within & short time the Joint Chiefs of Starf realized

thet furthsr delays would only make the task that muoh moTe

{1) A-1, p. 1; {2) a-2, p. 28; (3) A-2, p. 316.




difficult, hence the Spring of 194# was seleoted as the
time to produce the all-out effort. {4)

Selmsotion of the target area posed memy problems, not
the least of which were estimates of enemy capabilities and
actions to the vast logistical hurdles. Likewlise, & target
dete thet would allow for proper preparation, yet not waste
& moment, wea required. The deoision finally agreed upon
made the Cotentlin peninaule of Normandy, Franoe, the scene
of the execution of the comencement of Operation OVERLORD,
with Y-Day selected as 1 June 1944 and D-Day to be shortly
thereafter. (5}

THE GENERAL PLAN OF ASSAULT - FIRST U, S. ARMY

The initial assault seross ithe beaches between Cherboursg
and Le Havre wes to be made with the First U. 5. Army on the
right {west) mnd the Second British Army om the laft (east}).
The two armiea would be under the 2lst Arny Group British,
commanded by General Bernard L. Montgomery. ILisutenmant Gemersl
Qmer N. Bradley would commend the Firset U. S. Ary. {6)

For purposes of contimuity, the plans and actions of only
the First U. 5. Armny are discuseed, and that phase of Operation
OVERLORD, NEPTUNE , which consisted of the establisment of
the beaclLhead end the opening moves toward the capture of
Cherbourg. (7!

First U. E. Aruy was composed of V Corps and VII Corpe
with their landing zonee generally northeest to southeast
of Ste. Mere Zgliss, and labelled Utah and Omaba beaches

respectively. The [iret wave of troops wae scheduled to go

(8) &-3, . 2, 5; (5) A1, p. 2, 5; (6, 7] &-3, p. 3, 5.




down the ranps of their asssult oraft at 0630 hours on
D-Day with the 4th Infantry Divisiun leading the VII Corps
sffort acd the 50th Infentry Division in the Corps follow-up
position. {8)

The 82& Alrborne Dlvision, to be attached to the ViI
Corps upon Jlanding, had as its gena&al mission the task of
clearing and securing spscific inland, operational aress,
protecting the flenxs of VII Corps as it came inland and
turned north to Cherbourg, and preventing enesy reserves from

reinforocing their coastel defenses. {9)

THE ENELY SITUATIGN

In the general operational area of the 82d Airborme Divi-
sion, north <f the lins Coutances - Carenten in the Cherbourg
peninsuia, lntelligence sourcee placed the total number of
eLemy troops &% approximately 75,000, {10)

Three infantry dlvisions were rellably ldentifled as
being the 9lst, 243d and 799th. The rewainder of the forcea
was made up of marine, neval, coast artillery, airfield, flak
and assorted corps end ground force troops. In additionm,
there were apprximately 10,000 Oryganization Todt workers. (l0a)

The general guality of the enemy wag mized as to age,
morale, physleal caondition, nationality and battle experience,
but these people werse expeoted to fight weil, at ileast as long
a8 they were menning guns and positionms. The three divislons
located in the area were clasplfied as stetic and were composed
of older amen and men wifit for arduous fleld duty. Forslgners
apd prisoners of war comprised & large percentege of the total

strength. The divieions were immoovile and intended for coastal

{8) A-1, p. 6; (9) A-1, p. 1} {10) a, A-8, intelligence
annex.




defense. {10b)

The Germen plan of defsnae called for the coastal
1ine to be haaiily Tortified with concrete emplacements,
strong points, underwater cbstacles, eto. BEehind thls line,
from 50 to 200 miles from the coast, were the moblle reserves.
The Key to the Geruan scheme of defense was the rapid counter-
attack commltment of reserves. (10a)

It was accepted that every unit would heve & definite
anti-alrborne plan, with personnel designeted and appropriate
trensportation, arms spmd squipment amllotted and held in

readlness.

THE REGIMENTAL WISSTON AND PLAN

with a sufficlent baokground knowledze of First Ariy's
plans epd desires, the HZd iirborne Livisionm outlined its
missicn as follows:
nTy lend astride the Merderet hiver emd to seize, c¢lebr and
secure the general ares Neuville au Plain - Ste. Mere Eglise -
Chef Du Pont - Etienville - Amfreville. In addition, it was
to destroy the crossings over the Douve River snd e prepared
t¢ edvence to the west on V11 Corps order.” {11} (See Mep A)
A8 one of the assmult regiments of tLe 824 Airborne
Division, the 508tn Perschute Infantry Regimental Combat Team
was ordered on D rinue 1 - D-Dey to lond by parachute to:
{1) Seize and destroy the erossings of toe [ouve River at
Beuzeville-Le Bastille end Etienvilie.
{2) Eeize, organlie and defend the general area Renoul -

Etleaviile.

{10, b, ¢} A~-8, intelligence anmex; (1l) A~4, D. 2.
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{3}

(4}

(5}

hspembie one battallion without dalay in the viecinity

of Guattovilie ag Foree A reserve. (Force A oconsisted

of all perachute elementE ocommlitted hefors dewn of

D-Dey; Foree B, glidar elements committed before and

after dewn of D-Day, end Force ¢ to be commltted by eea

to land between D plus 2 end D plus 7.)

Clear and secure the regimentel sector and msintaln

aggressive patrolliog to the limits of that sector.

Be prepared on Divislon order, to advence to the west

to the line of the Douve River. (12)

CT 508 consisted of: 508th Parachute Infantry less
detachments;
Corpany B, 307th Engloeer Battalion
{A/B}, less one platoon, attached
upon landing of Force A;
Bettery B, B0th A/B AA Bmttallon,
attached upon lending of Force B. (13}

To accomplish the preseribed tasks, the Regiment assigned

mlsalcne as followr: (See Map A)

(1)

(2}

{1z,

ist Battallon, with demolition section mttached, will
conetltute Force A reserve &nd wlll move to area generally
south of Guetteville.

34 Battellon, wlith demclition eection attached, will
selze, olear, organize and defend the area gensrally

eapt and scuth of Renouf. One company will De designated
e8 Regimental reserve and will not be ocormitted without
aﬁthority of Reglmental CO. Upon arrival of 24 Battalion
in Regimentei reserve arsa, this company will be relesased
to Battallon CO.

13) &=5, p, 1; parscmal knowledge.



(3} 2d Battalion, with demolition section and Company E,
307th A/B Enginesrs less one platoon, attached, will
destroy the bridges scross the Douve River at Etlenviile
and Beuzevills~Le Bamtllle. Upon completion of demoli-
tione, the Battalion, leas attachments, will: (a) Rsvert
tc Regimental reserve; clear the Raéimantal area, less
the 3d Battalion sector, ¢f mell enemy resistance snd
occupy and prepare for defense; (b) Designete one company,
under Bettaiion control, to protest the southern flank
of the Regiment by ssizing and defendling Picauville
and preventing reconstruction of blown bridges at Etien-
ville and Beuzeville-La Bestille,

{4) Battery B, 80th A/B 44 Battalion, will place gune in

direct support of Regiment at predetermined positionse. {14)

Y-Day, the day by which all plenning wes toc be completed
and troops Leld io readiness, had besn established ms 1 June
1944. The briefing of Rezlmentsl staffs was accomplished on
Y mious 60 and Battailon steffe on Y minus 0. {15)

Force 4 plabmed to approsoh the Cherbourg penlneulg
from bthe west, Tlying between Alderney and Guernsey Islands,
-end makipg e lendfell in the wlelnity of Surtelnvilie. The
Forrce wes to d:op betwaen 0100 and 0315 hours con the night
of D mlinus l-D-Day on thres drop zones. The broed miseions
a@f the twc otbsr parachute apsault regiments were as followe:
{a} The 505th Parsmchute I:fantry was to land east of the
Merderst River about 1000 yarde northwest of Ste Mere Egliss

{14} A-5, p. 1; {15} A-4, p. 1, 3.




and secure the gsoeral area Neuville Au Plein - Ste Mere
Eglise - Chef Du Pont - Le Port; (b} The 507th Parachute
Infertry was to land west of the Merdsret River about 1000
yards porth of Amfrevllle and secure the general aresm
Arfreville - Gourbesville. Force A Headguarters wes to land

with the 508th Parachute Infantry end locets wlthin the
Reglmentel sector. {16}

D-DAY MINUS :

On or aebout Y-Day, the Regiment, less toe base end
Seaborne echelons, moved to the speclal carps establlshed
on the airfields from which the troops would enplens. The
lst and 3d Battellons; were situsted at Folkinghem, £ud the
%d Battalion and Regimental Headguerters Compeny at Selthy.
Also at the latter rield wers Force A Headquarters and Company
B {~), 307th 4/B Engineers. These airfields were located
in the midlapds of Englend in the vicinity of Nottinghem. {17)

411 personnel were guartered within hengars, and the
messing and houseikeeping facllitias were handled by Quarter-
master companles purposely allocated For these dutie=. With
the exceptlon of 1iaison perties, all persomnel were sealad
within their areas and striet guard and counter-intelligence
mausures were in effect. (18)

It waa at these ailrfjelds where enlisted peracmnnsl
recelved thelr briefing on the varicus missione. Situation
rooms had been set up in large tents, contalning eand tebles,

asrisl photos, maps, eto., Parsonnsl were brisfed and oheoked,

Rot only on their own particular mlaslons, but were aocquainted

{16) A-4, p. 1, 3; (17,18} Personsl knowledge.




with missions of surrounding units. ' {19}

Mapa were issued and detsils memorized, English pounds
exchanged for French francs, escape kits distributed, weapons
Inspected and oiled, and the meny hundreds of details necessary
to the succesa of the mission were gone over, agaln and again.
Planes were lomded with the heavy bBundles contalning radios,
englneer squipment, heavy weapcns and ammunition, ratlons,
modlenl supplies, etc. In mdditlion to the racks utillzed
underneath the plemes, bundlea were placed ln the cabins of
the plenes to be thrown out of the door with the first man
to jump. {20)

By 4 June 1944, a1l was in reasdiness for the invesion
but the Allled D-Dey was pestponed for 24 hours dus to weather
conditions, and at 2315 bours, 5 June 1944, the flrst planes
of the Regiment were winging thsir wey to France. One helf
bhour prior to the takeoff of thas maln body, the Regimental
pathfinder team had departed to precede the Reglment and mark

the drop zone to be used. {=21)

D-LiY

The planes of the Troop Carrier fleet ef}ectad the
rendezvous with their sir cover near the southern tip of
Englapnd end, &8 the planes wers to pags over the asaborne
Inveslion fleet, the cabin end wing lights of the planse werse
left on for identificetion purposee during this periocd in
order to avoid the traglo misteke committed in a pravious
eirborne aesault when American parachutists were shot down

by friendly neval and ground forces. (22)

119.20,2;}'Poxqopll knowledge; (22} A-b, p. 33,




Most of the personnel in the rlanes alept during the
fiight to the French coast. The rflight across the channel
was 8% low level to avold alerting enemy rader as much es
peasible. In this oonne¢tion, there were misg dlversilonary
Tiighte ana dummy drops to Turther attempt confusion. Tha
- woather was extremely clear and viaibllity was excellent.

A wlde awlng was mede eround the tlp of the Cherbourg penin-
sula and through the intervel hetwesn the Channel Islands,

It was 2~ this point that the Regiment hed its rfirst taste

of enemy mction throuzh his attempts to bring down planes
wlth machine gun fire from Alderney Isleand, Fortunately, hia
renge was very short. At this time-tha parachutiste were
alerted and the command was glven to "Stand'up and hook up®.
Ag the landfall was made the planes dropped to 700 feet and
passeed over the town of Surtaloville, the town being easlly
ldentified with the help of a bright moon. Up to thls point
the visibllity had besn excellant and the formation of the
planes nad been a tight and well-controlled V of ¥'s. However,
between this landfeil and the drop Zones, a heavy cloud forma-
tion tended to separate the elements of the flight and this
scattering was further azgravsted by the evasive sction taken
by the indlvidual plenes when heavy antielrcreft firs and snemy
nlght righter activity iag.encouutered. By the tlme the ares
of the drop zones was reached, the plenes were well soattearead
and were flying at axcessive spesds and ualtltudes, higher and
lower than those idesl for Jumping . {23)

Despite the fact that the majority of the planes dig not

583 eay marked 4rop zones, when wast was thought to be the

{23) Personal knowledge.




drop zone wes reached, the green light and signal to “go*
weE given and the Regiment lended in FPrance betwesn 0208 and
0220 hours, 6 June 194k. (24)

The Regiment now faced the most diffionit accomplishment
B parachute unit encounters - a night assembly. The Battalions
had planned to effect their assemblies throwgh the use of
lights, but due to the nature of the terrain obecuring any
light iese than 40 feet high (the Regiment's were only 25 faet)
plus those lights lost and smashed, only one light was known
to be erected and utilized snd that wes from Regimentel Heed-
querters Company., {25)

Initial enemy rsaction to the lunéing was prampt and
gevere, and feirly heavy small arms and machine gun fire on
the ground made & proper Treorganization impossible. An upusual
and slgnificent feature developed in that after the lending of
tke tivope, except for those Germens actutlly sngaged with the
verachutists, the mejority of the enemy attamrted little
aggressive action until daybres: . _{25&} ihe Heglment had
been scattered widely in the drop wlth the bulk of the foroe
landing east of the planned drop zone, snd some personnel
dropping aimost in Cherbourg. Little or no equipment was
recovered [ram the contalners dus to the resistence on the
drop and because much of the equipment had lended in the
Merderet River and its swamps and tributaries. {26)

The Begiment was divided into wmeny mmall groups, each
of which began to fight its way lndividually to assemblies.
Cospany G had besn dropped practically intaot and recrgeaized
with most of its personnel ana equipment in the vioinity of

Pcrlon]. knowl o&co.

{%z‘ A—-?. P+ 1; personal imowledge; (25,25a) A-9, p. 6, 13;




Ste Yere Eglise. There bad been vory little resistance on
the ground in their particular area to interfere with a
prowpt reorgenization. (z7) Due to the coneiderabls
dispersicn and error in the drop, the sc¢complishment of the
essigned mission of the Regiment beoame stelemated. With
thiz eiroumstance in mind, motions were directed towerd
acconplishing whet was considered the next most irportent
mistion, the securing of u crossing over the Merderet Hiver. (28)
The Reglment generazlly asserbled in four groups (see
k&p A) - Group L commended by Colonsl Lindguist, Regimental
C0; Group W commanded by MaJor Warren, lst Battalion Executive
Officer (leter Bettalion CO when it. Col. Batcheller was KIA);
Group S5 commanded by Li. Col. Shenley, 24 Battalion CO and
Group G, which was Company G under Capteln Novaek. Hach &roup
waAE & composite unit consisting of parsacomtists from esch
Reglment of both airborne divisions, with the ma jorlty being
members of the 508th. {29}
Group L asserbied in the vicinity of La Fiere, fought
ite way south elong the railrosd embamkment to where the
highwey crossed the reilroad 2500 yards weat of Ste Mere Eglise.
It then turned southwest along the nighway to oross the Merderst
Hiver and move to an aree northeast of Etienville with the
hope of contacting other slements of the Regiment ond carrylng
cut the mission essigned, However, tone Group encountered a
Serman strongpolot defending the bridge across the Merderet
kilver 500 yarde west of ths railroad. (a} with some essistence

{a) This positicn contelned 18 men, and civilian reporta
stated that the night of 5-& June wes the first time
tbe position was manned auring the entire German ooau-

Pltd.m-
(27} Personal
G orl wlwl e

:Stdtluln
gy -

nowiedge; ‘of Captain Frapk Novok, .
ovLedge; b of Ceptain Frank Novak,
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from membera of a company of the 505th (whqse original mission
was to selze this bridge), the Group wiped out the Germen unlt
but was unable to eroes the river due to heevy enemy fire
from the western approeches to the brldge. It then retraced
i1ts steps, captursd Le Flere ebout 1300 hours, and baving
made contaect witi the Comnending General of Force A, was
relisved by the lst Battelion of the 505th. The Group then
took up a defensive position mround the railroad vieduct end
the crossing of the Ste Mere Eglise road. The enemy, later
identified as the 91lst Infuntry Divisicn, generally held
positions along the west bankm of the lMerderst River. {30)
Group W, originally 25 strong, orgenlzed south of the
planned DZ and fought its way north to & point about 500 yards
east of Picauville where the strength was inereaaed to about
50 when it pleked up the 508th Pathfinder team. (The team
stated that their equipsent had been smeshed on the drop and
they were unable to function properly.} The Group then con-
tinued moving north, seizing a pysitlon on high ground south
of Guetteville with the Intention of attacxing the town. By
now, oniy 100 stroog and heving no weapons other then carbines
end ¥-1's, the plen for &n attsux was sldetracked when & force
of Germens, estimeted mt ¢ battalion mmd reinforeed with light
tenks end self-propellied guns, attacked out of Guetteville.
The etteck was beaten off and the Group continued to saipe
at the snemy until sbout 1900 hours when the ehgagement was
broken off and tihe Group jolned Group 5, with whom it hﬁd made

contaet, ambout 1000 yards east of Plcauville. The ground

(30) A=4, P. 6; A-7, p. 1.
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formerly held south of Guettevills bad been the area previcusly
designated for the Force A reserve (lst Battalion). (31)
Group S, originally of platoon strength, assembled north
of Plceuville, fought off a &roup of Germans reinforeed with
four light tanks end & battery of light artillery during the
morning. {This was apparently tha same force engeged by
Group W.) About noon, Group S broke off the action and moved
east, plcking up about 150 more officers and men, and oocoupled
& defensive position sbout 1000 yards east of Picauville where
it was later jolned by Group W with whom 1t had made contact
by SCE 300. The eombined &roups now totaled about 350, with
thres IMG's, one BAR and one 60mm mortar tube, plus ilndividusl
ArmS. With 80 few heavy wespons and sSo large an enemy foroe
betwesn them emd their vlsslon {civillans reported thet Picau-
ville was a Gerien bivouac ares with a present strength of
500 and that Etienvlille contained over 500}, Group S/W movsd
off tu acgomplish the 026 rission 1t thought possible - sgcure
& crossing of the Merderet River. At nilghtfall, the group
mo¥ed unqer cover of derkness to H1ll 30, Juet west of the
Merderet River snd southeast of Guettevliile, and orgenlzed
for alli-around iefense. {32} During the initisl actions
of Group S, the OOREARAiLZ general of the Germen 9lst Intantry
Division, Lieutensnt Gensral Felley, wms killed by an officer
of tbe group. (33) He had left his CP in a chatesu in Pioau-
¥ille, with his driver, with the intent of procesding to Ste
lere Eglise to get an astimate of the situation there. This
knowlsize was gained frow the driver wbo was taken FW.

(31) A~7, 9. 1, 2; hek, p. 6; A~9, p. 6; (32) A-7, p. 2;
Aeley po &i s P+ 8, personal knowledge; {33) Personal

knowledge; statemeat of Captain Maloolm Branmeu, jd Ba, 11
June 194, _ e ' o '




Group @ moved from its assembly ares near Ste Mers
Egliss &and secured the sast end of the OBUSEWREY BOTroSs the
Merderat River at Chef Du Font and cccupied pesitions
defending the bridgs thers after routing about a company of
Gercans who had been defending the town end the bridge from

well dug-lo positioms. | 34)

D PLUS 1

From its position &t the railway underpass, Group L
was ordered north toward Neuviile Au Plein to olear the ares
and protect the Divicico's north lenk agalnst penetration,
The Uroup rexsined in a defensive position from 0630 hours
tarcugh the orming until it was again ordsred by Divislon to
move to Chef Du Pout, jolnlng end consolidating with Group G
and mopping up numercus “ermean strongpelnts surrounding tioe
town. At 2330 hours, a patrol from the Group, headed by Lt.
walter Ling, ecroessed the lerderet River, weds contact with
Group S/W ani retumed to Group G, now the lozetion of the
Regimental CP.  (35)

Group 5/W hed compieted the arganization of Hili 30,
and cooustant patroliing resulted in the imociking out of ensmy
mortar acd ertlllery posiiione and ithe destructlon of oom-
sunicatlon lines running west. Approximately ten eguipment
bundies wers recovered in the vicinlty out none contelned
badly nseded Heavy weapons, ratlons or medical supplies,
Radioc coataot was estebliished with Group G at Chel Du Pont.
A roadblook consisting of two reinforced plakoons was set up
on the west end of the causeway from Chef Du Pont and mede

tae contoot wita the pubrul from Group L. By 2000 hours,

() a-7, p. 2 (35) A=k, p. 8; A-7, p. Z.




the complete ares surrounding #4511 30 was under control and
the enemy probing which had xept up ell day wes halted and
pushind back. (%)

By 2400 hoyrs, the strength of the Reglment was raported
to be 25 pur.ount.

At 1000 hours, elements of ths division, other thenm the
508th, nhad made contact with advance unlts of the ,Lth Infantry

Division just portn ead east of Ste Mers Eglise.

U PLUS 2
In an attempt to cont.ac; the 10lst Alrborne Division,

patrols were ilspatched south rrom Group L (Regt CP) at 093C
hours to the towns of Le Port and Carguebut. The two pairocla
encountsred strong reaistance at both locailties, so a foroce

of two companies under the ecormand of Captair Royal Taylor
' was sent out early in the attermcon. bBoth companies were sble
o move iato Carquebut because of the lnacourate Germen fire
buzzing high over their heads, ige enemy toved lnto poeltions
withio bulldings, but, a= the troopa prepared to agssult, toe
Germans ceme out with their hands ap. The force killed 15 and
captured 6 officers, 7 NCO's and 102 privates, m much stronger
urnit vhen Laptain Taylor's. vne half of thes farce was then
sent {0 mop up enemy resistance 1n Le Port and the other half
to Eturvilie. Approximately 50 more prisonsrs werse teaien in
both towns and oontnot wae wade with elements of the 10lat
Just north of Bloavills, Group L was now redisposed ami oocou-
pied positions east of the Merdere:t River from Le Port to a
polat ons kilowster north of Chef Du Pont. (37)
{ 36) ""’:ﬂ&." ‘-7. P-.25 {37) A~ky Ds 10} A-7, D. 2,

Personal ledge; Butounu of L—apt.a;ln Barry Albright. md
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Group /W, on Hill 30, was heavily sngeged on three
sides by German iafantry. The enemy attacked the roedbloek all
day with about e battaliom, plus tanks, mortars and artillery.
Javeral sharp tack counterattacks wers repulsed. Contact
with Group L was denied patrois dus to excessive aneﬁy activity
and obssrvation. The enemy forces were finaliy driven off
a:ber darik by a night attaok made by Lisutenunt Woodrow Millsaps,
Lieutenant Lloyd Palette {later KIA} and & 30-man group.
Severe fighting eosued and about 30 Germans were killed in
band-to-hand action, Aand the remainder withdrew. No prisoners
were taken. At 1600 hours, the Division artillery was in
position with ssven 75mm peck howltzers on the aast side of
tne Herderet River between Chef Du Pont and Ste ¥ere Egllse,
snd through SCR 300 communicatlon relayed from Group S/W to
Oroup L to the artiiiery, well ad Justed fire was placed on
essaulting enemy troopsB. Lilsutenant Berry Albright was able
to call fires, almost down upon himself, that wiped out a
battery of ememy howltzers that were bunched up on 8 road

preparing to vceupy firing positicns, (38}

D PLUS 3
Acting on Division orders to defend in plsce, Groups L

and SA%-had:ac. sotivity-worthy of mote duriag the morning
sxcept the destruction of small enemy groups by patrols. At
1130 hours, Group L received verpal orders by phone to move

& group of at least Battellon slze north to La Flere to asslst
in esteblishing a bridgehead across the Merdsrst River by the

cauzewny south of La Fiere. Group L moved out, crossed the

(38) A-4, p. 10; A-7, p. 2, 3; Personal Knowledge; Staiements
g; Captaln Barry Albright and Ceptaln Woodrow Millsaps, 15 Dot
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river snd wopped up the mree between Hill 30 aad Guettaville

and ocoupled & position on the right flask of Group S/W. The
Reglueat now hed a bridgehead protecting the two crossinga

of the Merderet River. 4 provisional grouyp of Service Compsany
personiel and the rear CP remained in Chef Du Pont with the
torward CP on Hill 3. Company K was pleced in Le Port to
protect the Division's soutn flank. Spasmodic ertillery fire
was placed on the esst bank or the Merderet River throughout
the night.

Group S/W, along with Group L, repulsed a sharp suemy
counterattack from the direction of Amfreville betwesn 1930
and 2100 hours. At noon, Lieuteusant Colonel Mendez, 3d Batta-
1ion CO, with ten men, reported into the posiiion. He had
oeen on the move with this emall group sincs D-Day, ambushing
Germans and desiroying communicatlions as far west as La
Bonneviile, eight kllometers away.

At 1900 hours, the Reglment received the plaus of the
358th lnfantry Regiment, 90th Infantry Division, to pass
througn our lines at 0400 hours, D plus 4 (10 June) io am

attack to selze Etienville. {39)

D PLUS 4
Tha 358th Infantry Regiment attacked through the Regi-

mental poaltion around Hiil 30, at 0500 hours, encountering
no initiel resistences. At 1700 hours, the rear CP moved up
to Hiil 30, and with the exception of Company H at Le Fort
and a demolition detachmsnt at Chef Du Pont, the 508th was

for the first time lssomhling e a Ragiment in one area sinoce

{39) &k, p. 11; A=7, p. 3; Perscnal. knowledge.




teking off on 5 June.

The Division was relieved within the Merderst bridgehead
by ths 9Gth Division. The &rea Neuville Au Plain - Ste Mers
Eglise - Chef Du Pont had been securad in addition to the
Merdsret bridgehead desplte severe Tighting and resistance.
Losses had been heavy but the Germnan 9iet Infantry Division

had been virtuaily destroyed from top to bottom. {iD)

ANALYSTS ANy CRITICISM
In an analyasls ang oritlque of the operations of the
Heglment, certain phases shall be touched upon that mjght be
termed peculilsr 8olely to parachute organizations. ]

1. The prior plancing, preparations and orders, bot&
by higher end lower echelons, were exmct and gomplete. How-
ever, toe status of development of Speclalized equipment fcf
parachute unita was not sufficlently advanced to provide Jor
bstter and more comaunlcation facllities; praﬁ.t.ic&l and #ork-
able individual homing devices ror night assembly; methods of
controlling the dropplng or 8qulpment containers to assure
thalr safe recovery in good conditlon, and last, but wot least,
riner‘coordination and training with tha Alr Corps to assurs
the delive;y of the troops over the proper drop zomes at the
oroper times in good Tighting condition.

2. Lack of surfislent numbers of Gutomatic weapons and
mortars creatad great handlcaps and resulted in meny avoidable
casualties; however, the uafailing tourage, aggressiveness
and ioteliigsncs displayed at all times by all troops oopen-
suted for thess hendicapn,

3. Despite the scourate knowledge of the terraiz and

{40) Personal knowledge.,




dralnage system of the operatlcnal area befors D-Day, & true
ploturs of the difficuities presented by the hedgzerows and
flooded banks of the rivers could only be understood by thoss
who wers forosd to assault thessc hedgerows and those who
landed in five feet of water whers none was supposed to exist.
The proximlty of these seme rivers, the Douve and Merderet,
2lso accounted 1o part for the scattersd droppling of the
personnel due to the confusing of their landmaris by boih
pilots and jumpmasters.

4. It was fortunate that senlor officers of the
Regiment were entirely familiar with all the detailed missicns
of the Division which enabled them to quickly and deoisively
direct their groups and efforts toward the accomplil shmeat of
missions other them their own in the most likely and possible
priority of importance.

7. The enemy initialiy indicated his mettle as evidenced
by persistence and stubbornness whers feasible and an unwilling-
ness to give ground easily and cheaply. However, had ho been
able to follow his geiseral techaoigues succesafully, the estal-
lishment of the bridgehead might have been more costly and
delayed. His losses in men and materiel greatly exceeded our
own,

6. Colonel S, L. A. Marshall, GSC, Himtorlcal Officer
for ths Eurcpean Theatre of Operations, stated this concerning
the prelimlnary operations around La Piers; "In all of the
airborne operations of the ET0, the Merderet bridgehead opera-
tion by slemente of the 82d Airborae Division was the one

attended by the greatest diffioulties and handlcaps, & lerge




measura of whioh was direotly due to ths feulty ciroumstances
of the drop aud the inordinate handicaps of the individual
assembiien.®

7. TYor extraordinery heroism end outstanding per-
formance of duty in action in the fnitial asseuit on the
norta coast of Normandy, France, 6 June 1944, a Presidential
Unit Cisaticn was awarded the 508th Parachute Infantry Regi-
me0t under the provisions of Gemeral Order No. 26, Heedquarters

First U. S. Army, 17 June 1944,

LESSONS
Tae lessons learned and emphasized duriug the operation

WoTe;

DR —

1. The value of ?ff;i anit leada;;;IQ cannot be
over-emphasized in trainlng.— In perachute operations particu-
lariy, where szall, isolated STOUpE are compelled to funetion
Toir extended periods\or time without relisf or assistence,
the full end exacting exercise of leadership is essential,

2. It is most importent thet every officer, regardiess
of grede, and NCO's end enlliated men where practicabla and
possible, be briefed on tne misslon of the Division as & whole
and understand in a Zdeneral way the priority of importence
of the Division's objectlves, and how the subordlnate units
of the Division Intead to selze these objectives.

3. Prompt, agzressive action by each individual 1is
impsrative, regardiess of enemy interference, end wust be
Insisted upon in training. An individuel or unlt that "holes
up™ and does nothing 18 doomed. An airborne unit has the

initiative upon lending; 1t must retain it.
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4, A knowledga of artillery and its adjustment of
Tire ie & "must" for aly officers and, irf possible, to key
NCO's. Even with o s-al) percontage of weapons in action,
the support avallable more than Justifies any lmcking fires.

5. It is essentisl and mo8t lmportant that the hourg
Of darkness be used for the selzure of key points and objactives.
Enemy reaction bacomes lnereasingly vlolent with dayiight.

6. Adeyuets and Tfunctloning communicatlon facilitles
are vital to the rapid amd suocessful accomplishment of the
mission.

7. The elament of surprise presents the possessor with
& heavy advantage. In operatlons of this size and scopa, ths
possassion, or lacgk, of 8urprise may well be the balence of
power,

€. The uature or the terraln made the BAR, with 1ts
mobility, FPive power, range and welght, a highly dssirable
Weapon. More of them shoula heve been available with et least
two to & squad and Jumped on the indlvidual,

9. Tralnlug policles for the opsraticn were sound,
apd the use of all opportunitises for the injeation or realism

paid dividends. This was particuiarly true of nlght operationa.

)
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