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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "PF", 4110H INPANTRY (103RD
INFANTRY DIVISION) NEAR CLIMBACH, FRANCE, (ALSACE),
14 DECEMBER 1944

. (RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
. (Personal Experlence of a Rifle Company Commander)

QRIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the Operations of Company "F'",
411th Infantry, 103rd Infantry Divislon 1n the attack near
Climbach, France, (Alsace), 14 December 1944, during the
Seventh Army drive to the Slegfried Line.

To properly orient the reader, it will‘be necessary to
dlscuss, briefly, the major events which led up to this action,

In August 1944, the 3Seventh United States Army success-
fully made aﬁphibious landings 1In Southern France and commen-
ced 1t's drive to the North. (See Map A) (1)

During the night of 10«11 September 1944, an Armored
Reconnalssance Group of Seventh Army operatlng west of Dljon
met a patrol from the 2nd French Armored Division of the Third
Unlted States Army. This meetling at Somberron linked the
Normandy front with that of Southern France. There was now
g continuous front In strength from the Engllish Channel to the
Mediterannean Sea. (2)

On 18 November 1944, ﬁI Corps, part of the U, 2. Seventh
Army, 1lssued Fleld Order Number 8 outlining the direction of
the drlve generally eastward through the Vosées tiountalns to
Strasbourg on the Rhine Rlver, (3)

On 23 November 1944, the Corps drilve reached through the
Saverne Gap in the Vosges Mountalns and up to the Clty of

Strasbourzg. (4)

(1) A-1, p. 145-1571
(2) A-1, p. 271, 272
(3) A-2, p. 425
(4) A-2, p. 457
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On 24 Noveﬁber 1944, General Elsenhower changed the
Seventh Army's directlion of advance from eastward to horth-
sastward, with.the main force astride the Low Voages Mountalns
and up the Rhine River Valley, When 1t had cleared the enemy
out of 1t's zone, which was bounded by the Rhine River, the
Siegfried'Line, and the Sarre Rlver, the Seventh Army, in a
coordinated action with the Third Army, would break across
the Siegfried Line into that part of Cermany known as the
Saar-Palatinate, OCn 5 December 1944, VI Corps was ready to
launch the offensive to the North as part of the Jeventh
Army. (5)
THE GENLRAL SITUATION

The change In the Beventh Army's dlrection of advance,
wnich forfeited the possiblllty of a short-cut Into the heart
of Germany, meant glving the enemy time to Increase the strength
of the West Wall (Siegfried Line). (86}

The Germans had on their side the advantages of weather
and terrain, December in Alsace i1s a cloudy mon th wlth low
ground fogs and drizzling rains. On only five days of the
month was the Tactlecal Air Force able to glve close support
to the Seventh.Afmy Drive., The ground was cold wlth frosts,
but not sufficlently frozen to suppoft heavy vehlcles, Both
the softnegs of the ground and natural terrain obstacles slowed
up Amerlcan armor and put the burden of the advance upon the
Infantry. (7)

The Germans were to utlillze the natural obstacles of
both the Alsace Plaln and the Lower Voages Mbuntains in thelr

withdrawal to the North. To the north lies the rugged country

(BY  &-2, D. 457
(6) A-2, p. 459
(7) A-2, p. 459



of the Hochwald Mountalns, and north of the Hochwald Noun-
tains the Lauter River {lows to the Rhlne River and forms the
German Border. On the Alsace Plain and through the mountains
the Germans werse to defend road blocks and towns and, when
forced, would withdraw behind mineflelds and blown bridges to
the most defensible polnt. Seventh Army G-2 antlcipated the
plans of German defense and predicted that the enemy would
make a stand elther at the Maglnot Line or at the Slegfried
Line. (8)

During the firat few days of the month the enemy had
organized his forces above the Moder River, Defending the
Algsace Plaln were the 245th Infantry and the 20668th Volks-
Grenadier Divisions, which had been added to the 361lst Volks-
~ Grenadier Divlsilon, now operating in the eastern part of the
Hardt Mountains._ On the western slopes of the mountalns were
elements of both the 130th Panzer and the 25th Panzer-Grensa-
dler Divisions. (9) (See Map B)

On the VI Corps front four dlvislonal lines of advance
developed. On line were the 45th Infantry Dlvislion, the iOSrd
Infantry Division, the 14th Armored Division and the 79th
Ihfantry Divigién, (10)

The 103rd Dlivision, with the 45th Divislon on 1t's left
and the l4th Armored Divlslon on it's right was to attack
north toward Wissembourg, and 1t's target became the high
ground north o¢f Berg-Zabern in the Saar~Palatinate. (11)

At 0530 hours on 10 December the 1l03rd Division attack

jumped off.. The 410th Infantry Reglment crossed the Zintzel

re; <2, p. 459, 460, 461
(9 A-2, p. 462

(10) A4-2, p. 463~ 477

(11) A-2, p. 473
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River over improvlised footbridges, swept into the northern
half of Mertzwliller, and assaulted enemy stronz points in
the houses, By the end of the day the 410th Infantry had
cleared the town. On the left of the Divlision zone, northwest
of Mertzwiller, the leadlng battalion of the 411lth Infantry
Regiment, the 2nd Battallon, had mat little opposition in 1t's
crossing of the Zintzel River, (12)

After hls defense of Mertzwlller the enemy fought no strong
delayingactlons agalnst the 103rd Dlvision untll he had backed
up to the German border, Plastic mines, demolitlons, road-
blocks defended by small groups, and rear guards in several
towns along the way slowed the drive, but falled to stop the
advance. As the Divislon approached the border, however, it
met strong rear guards. On 14 December 1944, one of the stiff-
ost battles of the entire month was fought at Climbach. (13)

DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS QF THE 4111TH INFANTRY

On the morning of 13 December, 1944, the Regiment was
ordered to continue the attack, Z2nd Battallon on the left, lst
Battalion on the right. Company "F" was selected as lead com=-
pany of the 2nd Battalion, which was employed in a column of
companles astride the road leading North to the Hochwald Moun-
tain, Durlng the day scattered enemy resistance was met In
the form of hastily felled trees across the road, defended by
delaying parties of squad and platoon size., Anti-tank and
anti-personnel mines were encountered 1n and around these road
blocks. Two enemy soldlers who were planting mines In the
road were surprlsed and captured, after a brief flre filght

with supporting clements, just before dark, Coincidentallj

A '

3
(13) A-2, p. 475. 4-3,
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with this action, the Regiment was ordered to halt and pre-
pare defensive poslilons for the nisht., (3ee Map C). Several
small pill-hoxes, a part of the Maglnot Llne were within the
area occupled by Company "F". Utlllizing these positlons, a
defense zgalnst possible enemj attack was organized. On the
night of 13-14 December, 1944, the 411th Infantry Reglment

wag dlsposed as follows: the Znd Battallon on the left,
appfoximately 2 mllss north of Lampertsloch on Hochwald WMoun-
taln, the lst Battalion on the right abreaﬁt of the 2nd Batta-
lion In the Lampertsloch Woods, and the 3rd Battallon 1n IHegl-
mental reserve in the vicinity of Lampertsloch, (14)

Plans to continue the attack the following morning were
formulated by the Regimental Commander and hils gtaff., These
plans inecluded the continued attack by the 1lst Battallon on
the right In a northeastwardly directlion astrlde the crest
of the Hochwald Mountaln to the Gorman border near Weiler,

(1 1/4 miles northwest of Wlssembourg), maintaining contact
with the 409th Infantry Regiment on the right. The 3rd
Battallion was ordered to pass through the 2nd Battalion on

the left and continue the attack through Lembach Woods to the
German border near Bobonthal, maintalning contact with the
45th Infantry Dlvision on the left. The 2Znd Battﬁlion, less
one company, reverted to Regimental resorve, A4 task force
conslsting of one rifle company (reinforced), one platoon of
tanks, one platoon of tank desbLiroyers (towed), and necessafy
medical personnel was to be organlzed, Divlslon and Corps
Artillery were to be in general support and available on call,
An artillery llalson party was to be attached to the task force.

The misslion of thls task force was to strlke quickly northeast-

{147 A-10, A-ll, Personal Knowledge.'
. -7 -



ward to seize and hold CLIMBACH. This French (Alsace) border
town was the center of the road netwcork used to supply‘defend-
iﬁg enemy troops to the west.

The area occupied by Company "F" was desipnated the forward
agsembly area for the Task Force. Final orientation and orders
by the Task Force Commander were to be lsaued at Lhis point. (15)

THE TASK ["ORCE ORGANIZATION AND PLANS (18) (See APPENDIX I)

In an orientation conducted by the Commander of the Task
Force, Lt. Col. John Pope Blackshear, for all officers of the
Tesk lorce, the assigned mlsslion of seizing Climbach and the
plan for 1t's accomplishment was discussed. Rellable reports
on enemy activity indlcated that only scattered resistance
could be expected, It was antlclpated that this realstance
could be neutrallzed by leading armored elements, and the
employment of infantry would be unnecessary untll after the
objective had been reached. The main body of the Regziment was
to follow the Task Force on foot utilizing the same road, or
parellei roads for it's advance. Contact would be resumed at
a time not specified, but was generally agreed that 1t'as accom-
plishment would be posalble during the night of 14~15 December,

The order of march was outlined which included the M-8
gscout car preceeding the columm, to be followed by the assipgned
tank platoon. One platoon of Infantry was ordered to rlde the
- decks of the tanks for local securlty of these vehicles. The
Tagk Force Commander was to be located immedlately behind the
tanks, to be followed by the Commander of Company "F", one
platoon of Tank Destroyers with the remainder of Company "p"

following in elght two and one-half ton trucks. (For Task Force

(157 A-10, A-I1, Personal Krnowledpe
(16) A-2, p. 476. A-3, p. 48-50., A-4, p, 3-6.

-8 -
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order of march, see APPENDIX II}.

Suffilclent rations, water and ammunltion were to be taken
wlth the troops to sustaln theﬁ for one day. It was anticl-
pated that resupply would not be necessary before the néxt day.

Wire communications was to be provided by an accompanylng
construction team from Regimental Headquarters Compeny under
the personal supervlsion of the Reglmental Communications
Officer, Captaln Osborn Cooper. The Task Force Cbmmander was
in direct communication by radio with the Reglmental Commander
utilizing a SCR 284, In addltlon the YTask Force Commander was
provided with a, SCR 300 with which to contact Company "F" and
the AN/VRC 3 radios of the tanks, and the tank destroyer's M-8.

Flve addltional enllsted medical ald men and one medical
administrative offilcer provided the medical support for the
Task PMorce,

THE SITUATION AND PLANS OF COMPANY "Rt

At 0800, 14 December, the Company Commander of "F" Com-
pany was appriged of the Reglmental plan for the continued
attack and was ordered to prepare hls unit to accompany the
Tagk Force. The efficlency of Company "F" had been materilally
reduced by the casualties sustained in the preceding thirty
days of combat, and the Cightlng strength was approximﬁtely
seventy-five men. One platoon from "E" Company was attached
to "F" Company for this mission to increase 1t's fighting
efflcliency. General information concerning the Task Force
composition, commander, time of expected departure and avail-
‘able transportation were discussed by the Battallion Commander
with the Company Commander of "F" Company at thils time. Spscific

instructions to Company Commender "F" Company were to be gilven
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by the Task Force Commander,

shortly after daylight the rellef of the 2nd Battalion
by the 3rd Battalion was accomplished. Company "F" was
assembled and necessary recorganization was Initiated, The
second and third squads of the 2nd platoon were combined.

This consolidated squad from the second platoon was moved to
the flrst platoon, thus providing the first platoon with

three squads of nilne men each. The Iilrst platoon consolidated
thelr three understrength squads into two squads of nine men
sach in'an offort to maintaln tactical Integrlity. The men
remalning in the second platoon were moved to the third pla-
toon providing approximate balance between the lirst and third
platoons. The wesapons platoon was undsrstrength, but no
replacements were avallable and no changes were made In 1its
organization at thils time., The attached platoon from "E"
Company became the second platoon, and wag designated "XO
Platoon. Flrst Lt, Zarl H. Spracklen, the Executlive Officer
of "F" Company was given command of "X" platoon since no
officer was sent by "I" Company for its command. T/Sgt.
Lawrence E. Mether, orlginally platoon leadsr, second platoon
"F" Company, was assigned to asslst Lt. Spracklen. (17)

It was planned by Company Commander, "F" Company, that
the third platoon would be used to ride the decks of the tanks
in accord&ncé with 1nastructions received from the Task Force
Commander. The remalnder of the Company was to‘bé agsligned
to the two and one=-half ton trucks used for transportation.

(3ee Detalled Composltion of the Column, APPENDIX III)., (18)

(17)  A-9. TPersonal Knowledge
(18) A-9, Personal Knowledge

- 10 -



NARRATION

PHASE I: MOVEMENT TO CONTACT

At 1023 hours the Task Force, minus Company "F", departed
Preuschdorf for the forward assembly area arriving at approxl-
mately 1100 hours. Upon his arrival, Colonel Blackshear lssued
the final orders previously mentloned. The Torward assembly
area was cleared at 1130 hours. No line of departure was
designated.

The movement of the column from the assembly area (Point A)
to Point B wus uneventful. At Point B an undefended roadblock
waz encountersed. The roadblock conslated of several heavy trees
‘felled across the road., No bypass was available., No mines or
booby-traps were present. Tanks were employed to reduce the
roadblock, using tow cables to drag the tress clear of the
foad. The clearlng of Lhis obstazle requlred approximately
thirty minutes.

The eolumn proceeded quickly from Foint B to a poilnt
two hundred yards north of Pfaffenschlick Pass (Point C).

It was here that the First fire was received from the enemy.

The crossroad at Pfaffenschlick Fass and the road for
gome dlstance north of the Pass was under observation by the
enemy. Direct flre weapons apparently had been previously
re;lstered on this target. The enemy allowed several vehicles
to proceed beyond the Pass belore making any attempt to stop
.them. The first indication that the enomy would contest the
uge of the Pass was ten or twelve rounds of high explosive
and armor plerecing shells striking in and around_the column
slmiltaneously. Several casualties were sustained at bLhis

point, amond them was Captain James J. Barda, 5-5 of the

- 11 -
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Fagk Force. ‘'he one-quarter ton truck in whleh the Company
Commander, "F" Company, had been riding received a direct hit
and was completely disabled. "The Company Commander joined the
Task Force Commander in his vehlele and accompanied him for
the remainder of the motor march., After a brisf halt at this
point, the Task ﬁorce was ordered to regsume the march at in-
creaged speed, Sporadlc artillery fire was rccelved by the
Pask Force from Point ¢ to Polnt D, but much of 1ts efflectlve~
- ness was lost bervause of the inecreased speed and dispersion
of the vehicles., The M-8 scout car which was leading the
column halted at the edpge of the woods (Polnt D) alfording it
some concecalment firom the enemy. 4An cnemy artillery concen-
tration was belng lald down just beyond this polnt. Troops
diamounted from the tank decks and personnel carriers and sought
avallable cover and concealment, It was belleved by the
Taszsk Force Commander that the village of Cllmbach was un-
occupled by foot troops, and that the artillery [lre was
belng uséd by a delaying force to harass and impede the
forward movement of the Task Force. He ordered the troops
to mount the vehlcles and ordered the commaners Lo proceed
In column as before. This being accomplished, the column
advanced approximately one thousand yards before it was halted
abruptly. As the M-8 scout car topped the hlgh ground lmmed-
lately to the front (South) of Climbach, a mlne planted 1n the
road exploded which’disabled the vehlecle, and antl-tank f{ire
was Ilmmediately placed on it killing or woundlng all of I1tas
ocecupants, {19) The road leading to Climbach was a two-lane

road, and the scoul car was stopped in the center of 1t%.

(19) A"'S’ p. 3. I‘L""s, pu 5. A"Sc

- 12 -
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The shoulders of the road were cxtremely muddy and made
vehlele passage exceptionally difficult. The drivers of
the tanks were not wllling to attempt passage of the disabled
vehicle and continue the attack on Climbach becausé of the
presenée of mines and dlrect {ireo anti-tank'guns st111 fir-
ing on the approach to the vlllage,

PHASE IL: CONTACT WLTH THE ENEMY, THEZ FIGAT, AND PLANS JOR
THE ASOAULT

" As the column came to a halt, the troops dismounted from
the personnel carriers and were assembled near them, awalting
orders for the continued attack on the objective. The Task
" Force Commander and the Company Cormander of "P" Uompany moved
forward to the vlicinlty of the M-8 scout car., Their reconn-
aissance revealed the presoence of enemy foot troops defendling
the town aupported by banks and self-propelled guns on the high
ground behind (Worth) of the town.

.Personnel carrlers had been releaszsed by thé Task I[orce
Commander chortly after his roconnaissance. The platoon of
Tank Destroyers wus ordered to go Into positlon on the for-
ward slope of the ridge and elimlnate enemy direct flrs weapons
inflleting casualties on our troops. One platoon of infantry
was ordered to gupport the employment of the Tank Destroyers,
and provide local securlty for the guns. The third platoon
of Compeny "F" was employsd in thls mission. A brlef reconn-
algsance was made by the Tank LDestiroyer platoon leader, and
one positlon was found suitable for the employment of one gun
on the left of the road., The remalning three guns were ordered
forward -and were placed in zction on the exposed forward slope
of the ridge on the pight of the road, The guns were toﬁed

-over the crest of the rldge and onto the forward slope as far

- 15 -
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. as the mud would permit, The guns were then manhandled into
position by the crews. |

The movement by the Tank Destroyers and infantry tovthese'
forward slope positions began at approxlimately 1330 hours.

Although submltted te Intemse mortar, artillery and small
arma flre the gun crews of the tank destroyer platoon success-
fully posltioned thelr guns and were in action for sometime
before they were neutralized. The three guns on the risht
side of the road were 1In actlon approximately an hour berfore
being silenced. (20) The gun on thé left side of the road,
having some protection, remalned in action most of the remain-
der of the day, albthough, the crew suffered severe césualties.
The third platoon of "F" Gbmpany moved into positlon around
the guﬁs they were to protect, Throughout the afternoon they
improved thelr positlons by digglng., The sgquad led by Sgt.
Charles Henrikson was charged with the security of the left
flenk to include the support of the three inch guns in that
gsector, He led hils squad from thelr positions near the tanks
to posltlons near the puns. One of the ocoutstanding Individual
perfbrmances of the dﬁy occeurred in thls sector. The report
of Sgt. Henrlkson 1s as follows; (21)

"A few yards ahead was a CGerman machine gun nest, But
they weren't expecting us from thils directlon and we surprised
them. They ﬁere going to open ﬁp ﬁhen Myers (PFC. Righard
Myers, BAR man} gave a burst, There were two on the gun,

One wag dropped and the other took off with a 1light bipod
machine gun. Well, this was just the beglnning. The German
went for reinforcements. MNeanwhile, Myers and I jumped in

the hole left by the Krauts, This was located just outslde

géog A-Z2, p. 4786, &-3, p. 49. A-D, p. 5. AL-6, Dp. 5.
21) A-9 D14 -




the woods., I saw action in the woods and a couplé of Krauts
came out and surrendered. I sent Myers to the rear with the
prisoners, I was now left alone and some Germans noticed this
and saw thelr chance, so they thought. They started to set up
another gun in the woods and each time I saw them setting 1t
up I let them have it, It was getting twillipht and no one
around except two negroes with their legs off.at the knees.
The anti-tank gun was knocked out., One German I shot in the
arm came out of the woods with "Kamerad", Well, I kept tak-
ing my ammunition out of my bandoliers and putting it in fromt
of me because I Chought this was my last moment, Fach time
the hrauts_set up I shot the machine gunner, A couple of
‘them came running at me from the left obligue and I killed
one and got the other in the head., I guess he dled later,
Anyhow, I kept firing as fast as I dared wlthout using up

all of my asmmunition, By thig time elements of the company
were entering the town".

The Task Force Command Post was eztabllished approximately
one hundred ard twenty-five yards behind the crest of the
ridge shortly after the employment of the tank destroyer
platoon and the rifle platoon of Company "F". In order that
the Tagk Force Commander could maintaln dlrect communication
with the Reglmental Commander, he returned to the Command
Post.

The method of continulng the attack, and the 3UCCes88=-
full completion of the assigned misslon were delegated Lo
the Company Commander, "F" Company.

The wire conatructlion team from Regimental Headquarters
had been able to mal ntain pace with the column as 1t progressed,

and dlrect telephone communication with that Headquarters was
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available throuzhout this sction. (22)

Equipment failure causged a breakdown in radio communi-
cation between Company "F" and the Task Force Commander,
who were using SCR-300 radios. The radio equipment in the
armored vehicles performed as required, and were used to
adjust artillery fires. The Company command net falled to
function becauge of equipment failure and necessitated the
use of foot messengers for communication withlin the Company.
The SCR-536 radios used within this net falled shortly after
the M-8 scout car was knocked out.

An ald station was also set up at this time near the
Task Force CP by the medical.adminisﬁrauive officer. Covired
routes of evacuation were not available, and the aild men
worked tirelessly and courageously under fire, Numerous
examples of herolsm by the medical ald men were dlsplayed
during the battle. (23)

The company command post was established near that of
the Task Forc¢e. A company observation post was establlshed
on the crest of the rldsge to the risht of the road leading
into Climbach., It was here that plans for the aasault were
made by Company Commander, "F'" (owpany.

['our main proBlems were faced at this tlme:

(1) Neutrallze enemy fire superiority.
(2) Resume forward motion of all troops,.
(3) Coordihate supporting flres.

(4) Dissemlnate informatlon to troops of

plans to accompllish the above,

(22) A-10. Personal Knowledge
(23) A-9. Personal Knowledge
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A map and terrain study indicated the likliest posltions
for enemy direct fire antl-tank weapons as hills 435, J76 and
578, Some defensive posltlons could be determined by visual
obaervatlon of enemy Lroops. High ground to the southeast
of Climbach appeared to be unoceupiled by the enemy, and off-
ered excellent positions for the support of a frontal assault.

In a conference with the artillery lialson officer,
the Company Commander requested that artlllery support be
lent to effect the neutralizing of enemy flres. Lxcellent
result; were obtalned by the llalson officer who recelved
three bgttalions of Corps Artillery to support the organie
medlum artillery of the Divislon and the one battalion of
light artillery 1n dlrect support of the Reglment. The Corps
Artlllery was given targets on hills 435, 376 and 378. The
medlum battalion was assipgned the rear (northwest) section
of Climbach, and the direct support battillon was ziven the
forward (southeast) section of Climbach, All flres were to
be brought down on order and all tarzets hit slmulteneously.
The direct support battallon was to 1ift'on call, the remaln-
der of the other battalions, after all guns had fired five
volleys. WNo smoke screen was to be employed. [Fire ¢commenced
when ordered by the Company Commander, "F" Company.

The first platoon of "EF" Company was ordered to occupy
positlons on the high ground to the east of Climbach., A
measenger was to be dlspatched to the Company Commander when
the platoon was in position to support the attack. One

gsecltion of heavy machlne guns was attached to the first

prlatoon.
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The third platoon, which had been commltted with Che
tank destroyer platoon was engaged In a Clre {ight with the
enemy. S3Since thelr advance to positions near the tank des-
troyer guns, they had attempted to dlp foxholes, bﬁt the
goggy conditlon of the ground prevented more than slx or
elght inch dltches., Zsepage at this point made thelr clforta
to dig deeper unsuccessful, The temperature was approxi-
mately thirty-five dezrees, and scme casualties from expo-
sﬁre were susbained. ihe dlspersion of thls platoon wmade
control dlfflcult at best and precluded the possibllity
of using Ctheze men in the Initlal phases of the aas:ult,

The seoond (X) platoon thon, wis used as ths assault
platoon, passing throuzh the positlons of the third plabcon.
tYhe third platoon w=2g used Lo suppert the second platoon,
by (lre, inltially, and join the assault as the second (X)
rlatoon paggsed throush., One secltion of heavy machlne juns
was abtached to the second (X} plaloon {or employment after
the captﬁre of the objective. The weapons platoon was to
accompany bthe third plaboon into Climbach for defense against
posslble coﬁnter—ahtack. Tentative posltions for wmortars
and machlne suns wers :lven the platoon loader._vThe 81 mm
mortars, from posltiong hehind the rid ¢, were lven [lirat
rospongibility to support the second (X) platoon, second
responsibillty to zupport the flrst platoon amd third to
fire on targets of orportunity.

It was assumed that the platoon of tanks would parti-
clpate, but the Invitation wasg, vehemently, declined by the
tank platoon leader.

This plan was submitted to the Task Force Commander by




the company commander, "F" Company. I'he time of attack was
dependent upon the recelpt of Information that the first
platoon had occupled posltions as ordered. [he plan, as

submitted, was approved.

PHASE TII: THE ASSAULT, CLEARANCE AND SECURITY OF CLIMBACH

The arrival of Pfe. 3hane k., Rlordan, the messenger from
the first platoon, at 1500 hours, saw plans complete and.every-
thing in readiness for the assault, The artlllery fire was
dropped to perfectlon; the second platoon moved out at 1530
hours, supporting {ires from the first and third platoons
were well placed; Tlire from the 81 mm mortarsz left little to
be desired. The assault was under way. The firat rounds of
the 92¢th I'leld Artillery Batbttulion were dropped approximately
75 yards in front of the poslitions occupled vy the third
platoon. The llaison offlcer lifted these fires 1ln one hundred
yard increments as'thg troops advanced. Very little fire was
received by the assault troops after the initlal artillery
preparation. Foot troops followed closely behind the recedlng
artillery, and were not delayed by enemy fires, The firat
heouses In the outskirts of Climbach were reached at approxi-
mately 1540 hours. The defenders of Climbach were taken from
thelr defensive posltlons on the outsklrts by the second (X}
platoon, disarmed and were sent to the rear to be collected. by
the third platoon and weapons units. Vicious artillery [lire,
followed closely by Infantry unlts had broken the defenses
of Climbach and had convinced the defenders that continued
resistance was suiéide. The artillery concentration had
accomplished the purpose of inflleting casualtles on those

exposed to 1t, and forecing others to seek shelter. Before
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those who tock cover ccould reorganlze for the defense, they
were zreeted by the business end of an Infantryman's weapon.

Shortly after arrlval 1in the vlillage, é company command
post was established, and a message was dlspatched to the
Task PForce Commander to the effect that resistance had ceased
In Climbach, and that the remaining lew enemy'soldiers were
being collected. The ﬁime was approxlmately 1730 hours. The
messengers who were sent to the Task Force Commander were
ordered to contlinue to the flrst platcon poslitlons, and notify
the platoon leader that he was to clear that portion of town
southeast of the main road¢ junctlon. The messengers were to
gulde the platoon leader to the company CP when the asslgned
pprtion of town was cleared of enemy personnel, Thess
meagengers faiied to reach the flrst platoon; However, a
messenger from the first pldtoon arrlved In the Company CF
at 1745 hours and 1ldentlcal Instructlons were lssued. The
. delayed entry Into town by the flrst platoon untll after dark
caused considerable dlflficulty In the clearing of those houses
assigned In its sector.

The Task Force Commander arrived in Climbach at appro-
simately 1900 hours, Frior tolhis arrival 1n town the
attached armor and tank destroyer units had been relcased to
Reglimental control. Nclther of these unlts advanced 1nto
Climbach, The "F¢ Company.CP was moved shortly after the
Tagk Force Commander's érrival‘to a mere central positlon iIn
Climbach to facllltate conlrol,

The mlssion of séizing Climbach and cutting the enemy
supply route was accompllshed by 2000 hours, 14 December 1944,

The Task Force Commander was notlfied that the 1lst and ard




battalions were abreast of this position, and that lateral
cdntact patrols would be establlshed. These patrols were
selected from the weapons platoon. The patrol sent to ccntact
the 3rd baittalion returned in about one and one-half hours
and reported their fallure to contact troops from that unit.
The Battalion Commander of the lst Battalion returned with
the other patrol in about 45 mlnutes,

A conference with the Regimsntal Commander was held by
telephone shortly after the 1lst Battalion Commander's arrival,
and plans for the continued attack were discuséed.

PHASE IV: MISSION CHANGED, A NIGHT ATTACK

Company "I was ordered to continue the attack immediately
to the Northeast to the German border and cut the road from
Wlssembourg throush Weller to PBergzabern, ‘The 2nd Battallon,
which was advancling along the same route Task Force Blackshear
had taken earlier In the day, was ordered into Climbach to
secure the town as Company "F" made 1ts departure. The platoon
leaders of Company "F" had been assembled, and were i1ssued the
order to continue the attack shortly after the message from
the Task Force Commander had been recelved., Company "F", minus
all ettachments, with only a fighting strength of approximately
fiffy officers and men guickly assembkled to contlnue the attack,
and moved out prior to the arrival in Climbach of the 2nd
battalion. Using the road leading northeast from town, "P!
company advanced to the viclnity of the cemetery. TFrom prepared
positions the enemy subjected the company to heavy-small arms,
wortar and direct fire artillery. Iwln pillboxes? one on each
slde of the road ssemed to deliver the bulk of the fire, The

difflculty of reducing these positlons and neutrallzing enemy
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fire was Increased by darknesas and the absence of armor and
tank destroyers. Two messengers were dispatched to the Task
Force Commander requesting permlasion to pull baok into the
town after the attack was halted, and one unsuccessful flanking
maneuver to the right had falled mlserably due to the zrazing
machine gun. fire recelived. These messengers dld not return,
nor dld the next ones dispatched by the Company Commander.
Company "F" was ordered to withdraw to tho protectlon of the
bulldings In the outskirts of Climbach by 1ts commander, who
then returned to the ‘Task Force Command Post, At the same
time the Commander of "F" Company arrlved at the Task Force
Comnand Post the Reglmental Commander also arrived, and, when
apprised of the situation, ordered Company "F" (o establlsh
~ defenslve positlons and loeal security at l1ts present loca-
tion and prepare for the continued attack on 15 December.,

In summary, the mlsslon asslgned Company "“i", 411lth
Infantry, the capture and holding of Climbach, France was
succeasfully completed at 2000 hours 14 December 1944,

ANALYSTS AND ORITICISM

1, INTELLIGENCE

In and around Climbach were [found twenty={lve to thirty
dead Germans, and there were approximately twenty-five pri-
‘aoners.taken throuzhout this actlon. It is not known how
many of the enemy escaped., These fizures, plus the numerous
defensive positions found, iIndlcated that & greater [orce
than anticipated held the town agalnst our attack. The
Information that the village was not heavily defended, was
obtained by prisconer interrogatlion and was not accurate,

More definlte inlorwation regarding numbers, types, and
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dlspositions of enemy troops could have been obtalned dur-
ing the hours of darkness 13-14 December by the employment

of a patrol from the Regimental I & R Platocn., 'The failure
to so employ & patrol of this nature delayed the movement of
the Task force al Polnt 2 {roadbleock}, and prevented crossa-
country movement of the btanks and tank destroyers, and nec-
essitated hasty declsions by the Task RForce Commander rezard-
Ing employment which could have been anbicipated before the
T#sk force was commltted, The route selected for the atbtack
on Climbach was Lhe most direct and was, also, the most ex-
posed. The surprise flre at Pfaffenschlick Pass and other
exposed points would have been evident by map reconnaissance,
and an alternate route which aflorded more concealirent and
cqver cPuld have been used. The rapid commitment of the tank
destroyer platoon and the platoon of Infantry can be directly
attributed to the lack of Information avallable to the Com-

mander,

2. EMPLOYMuNT OF TANK DESTROYERS

A nasty evaluation.of the situatlon by the Task Force
Commander convinced him that rapld emplacement of supporting
weapons could reduce the enemy resistance. The three 1inch
runs were ordered forward.to be emplaced on the exposed slope
of the rldge. The zun crews were Immedlately subjJected Lo
a bllistering hall of ['lre which caused excesslve casualties
in men and equipment, Three of the four gunsg were lost within
an hour of thelr employment. These gﬁns could have‘been_used
to greater advantage by employing them laterally behind the

ridge. These partially def'lladed positions would have afforded
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cover for the men and suns, and would have vreduced materially
the number of esasualties sustained., The flre from these wea-
pons, had they been avallable during the assault phase, could
have been used bto aasist the movement of foot troops Into ths
town at an earlier hour.

S, INPANTRY PLATOON IMPLOYMENT

One rlfle platoon was ordered onto the exposed forward
slope of the ridge as local security for the tank destroyer
platoon. The positions of all four sung were exposed, well
within small arms supporting range, and the danger 6f capture
of these weapons was nezligible, The employment of this pla-
toon in such a manner greatly weakened an already depleted
rifle company. It may have been advisable to employ this
platoon along the crest of the ridge or slizhtly behind it,
protecting the zuns by fire, 1f need be, Jhe company comman=
dsr could‘then have dlsengazed these troops at any time for
any purpose i1f he so desired. Control of the platoon could
have 5een easily maintalined, and the casualty rate suffered
zresaltly reduced.

4, COMMUNICATIONS

Wire communlcation was exceptiénally good throughout,
because of the perscnal offort of the Communicatlon Offlicer.
The construction crew maintalned pace with the column during
the motor march and direct wire communications was avallable
cat all times.,

The sltuation which exlsted 1In radlo communicabion was
altozether different. All batteries for 3CR 536s and 3CR 300s
were replaced early on the morning of 14 December, The per-

formance of these radios was disappolnting, and thelr failure




hlndered the control of the company and reduced the speed

in resuming the attack. None of the sets worked at any

tlme during the operation. Neither extreue distances between
the 5CR 5363 nor the line-of-slght characteristlic of the SCR
300s appeared to be the reason for the fallure. Thelr failmi
ures to operate were directly attributed to a bad shipment

of batbtterles received through normal supply channels; jadlo
communication at company level had besn adeéuate prior to
thls actlon and when new batteries were received after thils
actlion the radiocs again functloned proﬁerly.

5, TANK-INFANTRY COORDINATION

The lack of tank-infantry coordlnation in thls actilon
18 elearly evident. The refusal of the tank platoon comm-
ander to accompany the infantry into Ciimbach greatly jeo-
pardlzed the success‘of the attack. A coordinatedcounter-
attack against the assault troops after their arrival in
town may have resulted 1n the fallure of the misslion and
the loss of personnel, Mlnes were not encountered by troops'
of "F" Company 1in thelr assault on Climbach and the fears of
these obstaclés expressed by the tank platoon leader were
unfounded. Anti-tank weapons were eliminated during the
artillery preparatlon. There seoms Lo be no reason for
tho refusal of the.tank platoon leader to accompany.the
edvancing troops except thit thls was the flrst ﬁission
thls platoon was agsligned wlthlin the 41lth Infantry Regl-
ment and no prior tralning or coordimation had heen effec-
ted between elements of the 47th Tank Sattallon and the

411lth Infantry Reglment,
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6. ARITILLERY SUPFQORT

The plan for the uvae of artillery and its Implementa-
tion was extremely effective. Map reconnalssance, together
with personal observation, allowed the artlillery forward
obgerver and commander of "F" Company to determine the 2ppro-
ximate firing pos%tions of enemy zuns, probable troop con-
centration areas and prepared defensive positions. The amount
of artillery emplpyed a}lowed sufficlent fire to be placed on
several enemy poaitlions without disclesing the plan of fire.
The employment of the light artillery in front of bhe advan-
cing infantry clearly demonstrated the deslirabllity of such
a method.,  The falllng artillery prevents the exposure of
énemy troops, forces them to take cover, and allows attack-
ing forces to close and destreoy or capture them before the
shock of intensive fire has worn off.

7. THE NIGHT AVTTACK

It 1s felt that the decislon to contlnue the attack at
night with "P" Company In ibts depleted condltlon without any
attachments br support whatsosver was unwise., If the enemy
had chosen to allow "F" Company to pass throush thelr pcsi-
tions without resistence and then attacked Climbach 1t would
have spllt the Regimeht with the lst Battalion on the east,
tﬂird battalion on the west and the 2nd battalion (minus) on
the soufh. This would have disrupted the entire plan of the
Legiment, If """ Company had been successful in the assigned
missicen of cutting the road from Wlissemboury to Cergzabern,
which was more than three milss from (Climbach, they would
have been vulnerable to a counter-attack or belng cut off

from the Reglment. fThere was no known plan for "I" Company

.
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to be reinforced or relieved from this mission at any speci-
fic time by any elements of the Regimenf.
LESSONS

1. Lyvery effort must be made to obtaln complete infor-
mation and Intelligence of the terraiﬁwﬁna enemy brior to an
attack.,

2. DLven though speed 1f of the essence, careful selec-
tlon of pértially defiladed pun vositions should be madel
rather:thén expose guns and crews to direct enemy fire.

3., Positions selected for infantry troops should
arford thémmaiiﬁﬁﬁ-cover aﬁd concealment availabloe. .

4, Newly drawn radlo batteries should be tested alter
installatlon and prior to theilr use in aéflon.

5.. Tanks and Infantry should have prior tralning
together before bolng committed to action.

6, Infantry troops should rollow their supporting
artlillery fifeé éé closely as ﬁossiblelto gain haximum
surprise. o

7. TI'resh infantry troovs should be utilized in making

nlght attacks only after detalled planning and reconnalssance,
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APPENDIX I
ORGANIZATION OF THE TASK FORCE

COMMANDER Lt. Col, John P, Blackshear, Regimental

Executlive Offlcer.

S8=3 ‘ Capt. James J, Barda, Assistant Reglimental

D=3,
Company "#", 411th Infantry (reinforced)
lst Platoon, Company "C", 47th Tank Battalilon

3rd Platoon, Company "C", 614th Tank Destroyer

Battalion

928th Fleld Artillery BRattalion (light) in
direct support, with the Asslstant S~3 as

Lislson Officer and forward obaerver,

VI Corps Artillery support "on call" through

the 928th Field Artillery Battallon

Regimental Communications Offlcer to lay

wire immedlately behind the task force.
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APPRNDIX II

TASK FORCE ORDEER O MARCH

M-8 scout car from Company "C", 61l4th Tank Destroyer

Battalion,

lat. Flatoon, Company "C", 47th Tank Battalion wlth one

Platoon from Company "F" riding on the decks of the tanka.
TPask Force Commander and S-3 in one 1/4 ton truck.
Company Commander of Company "E" in one 1/4 ton truck.

Third Platoon, Company "C", 614th Tank Destroyer Battallon.

Company "F", (reinforced), minus one platoon on tanks, riding

in elght 2% ton trucks.
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APPENDIX IIT

DETAILED COMPCSITION OF THE COLUMN

M-8 scout car from Company "C", 6l4th Tank Destroyer

Battallon.,

1lst Platoon, Company "C", 47th Tank Battallon wlth the
Third Platoon of Company "F® riding on the decks of the

tanks,
Task beoe Commander and 8-3 in one 1/4 ton truck.
Company Commender of Company "FM in one 1/4 ton truck.
Third Platoon, Company "C", 61l4th Tank Destroyer Battalion

Company "F", (reinforced), minus the third platoon on tanks,

riding in eight 23 ton trucks in the following order:

Truck #l = = = = = = =« - = 1lst platoon
Truck #8 = = = = = = = = = 1st platoon
Touck #3 = = = = = = = = = Company headquarters and

part of the weapons platoon.

Truck #4 = = = = =« = = = Weapons platoon

Truck #5 - - = = = = « = Flatoon of heavy machine guns
from Company "H"

Truck #6 = = = @ = = = = = Platoon of 8l mm mortars from
Company "H"

Truck #7 = = = = = = = = = “Platoon "“i"

Truck #8 = = = = = = =« = = Blatoon "X"



