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THE OPERAT].S OF THE 3D BRTTRLION, 12’[‘ INFANTRY,
(8TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK ON PLEURTUIT,
FRANCE, AND DEFENSE OF AN AREA OUTSIDE OF PLEURTUIT,
o 7 -« 12 KAUGUST 1944
(NORTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGN)
. (Personal Experlence of a Rifle Company Commander)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations pf the 34 Battallon,
121st Infantry, 8th Infantry Division in an attack on PLEUR-
TUIT,‘FRANCE and defense of en area outslde of PLEURTUIT 712
August 1944, during the Northern France Campalgn.

In order to orlent the reader 1t will be necessary to
discuss brlefly the mein events which led up to this actlon,

On 6 June 1944 successful alrborne and seaborne land-
Ings were accomplished by Allled American'and British forces
in the country of FRANCE., (See Map A) This Allied invasion
force consisted of the United Stetes First Army and the British
SGGOnd Army under the command of the Rlst Britiah Army Groupe.
The link up between airborné and lend forces wes made and a
foothold_had'been secured on French soil., (1) By 6 August
1944 (D £60) Allled forces had made substential gains into
enemy held EURQPE., (See Map B) The Uhiteq Stetes Third Army
hed beéame operationsl on 1 August 1944, (2)

On 4 July 1944 the S8th Infentry Division, efter six months
training in Northern IRELAND, lended in FRANCE, The dilvislon
was assigned to VIII Corps, Firat U.S. Army end was committed
to action on 8 July 1944 ﬁhen 1t passed through elements of
the 824 Alrborne Division end elements of the 90th Infantry

'(1) A=, p. 48
(2) A3



Division in th.iicinity’ of La HAYE DU PUIQ-.- (See Map B) (3)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

By 6 August 1944 the 8th Dlvision (=) was located at
RENHES, FRANCE, The 1l2l1st Infanury Combat Teamrwith the 56th
~ Field Artillery Battalion attacned was placed in VIII Corps
reserve in the vicinity of ST. JAMES, FRANCE, (See Map B) f4)
The VIII Corps was now part of the Third U,S. &rmy.(5) oOn
- 6 August 1944 1t was estimated by Third Army intelligence
| that the enemy.would withdraw to fortified ports with contin-
uing sporedic resistgnoe to delay the-Army'skadvance.. on thé
‘eastern front of the Army the enemy was expected to.combine a
defense east of the MAYENNE RIVER with a counteratback in bhe
MORTAIN area with.the'intent of serving the Army's north end
south forcés and make the latter untenable logistically. (See
Mep B) (6) |

Oon 6 Augusﬁ, Third Army was directed by 12th U.S. Army
Group to edvance from the line of the MAYENNE RIVER to secure
croesings on the SARTHE RIVER from ANGERS to LE MANS and be
prepared to pusn strong armored forces in the direction of
‘the ORLEANS-PARIS gap. NANTES end ANGERS Wwere to be occupied
end the south flank of the Army was to be watched for possible
enemy crossings over the S0iRE RIVER;‘(See,MaQ B) (7) |

In the VIII Corps area armored spearheads had reced:across
BRITTANY and reached the outskirts of BREST and LORIENT.. Iﬁ-
'dicationé were that BREST was being prepared for a determlined

(3) A-2, p. 26,27
(4) A-2, p. 31
(5) A=3

(6) A3

(7) A=3
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.defense. (See‘ap B) (8) .

On 6 August 1944 the Regimentsl Commender, Colonel John
R. Jeter received orders attaching the 12lst Infentry Combat

. Team to the 83d Infantry'Division. The 83d Divislion was then

engaged in an attack on the fortified coasﬁal toﬁn of ST,
MALO, The. lzlst Combat Team was given the misslon of attack~

——

ing the town of DINﬁRD scross the'bay from ST. MALO from
vhich fire of enemy coastal guns and artillery was greatly
impeding the attack of the 834 Division. (S8ee Map G} (9)

\The 121st Infantry,had euffered_heavy casualtlies during lts

_thirty days of fighting. A few replacements had been received

‘but meny key personnel had been lost, Rifle cOmpanywstrengths

were from 90 to 100 men., In splte of thls situation morale

'was excellent., The Regiment was adequately supplled and equip-

peds (10}
‘The enemy confronting the 85d Division at 8T. MALO end

DINARD were elements of the German 77th Division, & high

“caliber German unit, well stocked with aemmunition and food.

(11) At 0600 hours 7 August the 121st Infantry Combat Teem

was motorized end preceded by the 83d Reconnalssence Troop

and the Regimental I & R Platoon moved. towerd the town of
DINARD. (See Mgp C) The combined reconnaissance unit en-

oountered an enemy patrol near PLOUER. (See Map ﬁﬂ) After ex-
change oft fire the enemy patrol withdrew, and ‘the motor merch

" continued. The reconnaissance unit was again met by fire

emaneting from. the town of TREMEREUC. (See Mep C) This fire

" was of such volume‘that’therreconneiseance outfit could not

Lke) e

" (9) a-2, p. 33

fll) A=4

(10) Personal knowledges; Statement by Lt. Bels Kersey, then
" Asst Reglmental Adjutant 12lst Infantry, on 22 Feb, 1950



overcome 1t an,the Reglment detrucked at QESLIN_. - (8ee
Map C) (12) |

© DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF 12187 INFANTRY

The‘Regiment after detrucking at PLESLIN moved out on
the rbad in a column of‘battalidna; 3d, 2d and 1st taward the
 town of TREMEREUC and the Regimental objectlve, the city of
DINARD. (See Mep C) (13)

. THE BATTALION SITUATION

The 3d Battalion'moved out in a column of companies,
L, I, ¥ and K with the Battelion Commend Group at the reax
of L Company, (14)

NARRATION-

About 500 yards from the town of TREMEREUC the leading
' elemants of L Company were flred on by rifles and machine
guns, soon followed by mortar fire, . Through ths:subport.of -"
artillery and_mortar fire, L Company gained the town end the
enem&'withdrew._ (See Mag D} Orders were recaived to ocoupy
-the town and halt for the nlght and continue the ettack at -
0700 hours, B Auguat. (15) The town of PLEURTUI? had been
aelectea a8 an initlel Reglmental objective, to be followed ,
“by the. capture of DINARD the final objactite._ The Regimantai
. plan of attack wes with the 3d and 24 Battalions astride the .

highWay with the 34 Battalion on the left end the lst Battalion .

(12) A-2, p. 33

(13) xStatement of Lt Col ‘Re W, Hogan,National Guard then
" Mejor, Executive 0fflcer, 3d Battalion, 1218t Infantry,

_ on 22 February 1950

(14) Personal knowledge;. Statement of Lts Gole Re W. Hogen,
' (NG) then Major, Executive 0fflcer, 34 Battalion, 1218t

: Infantry, on 22 Februery 1950 : _

(18) . Personal knowledge :




in reserve to .1low- the 2d B_attalien. (’e Map D). (16)
Patrols were sent out that night-ann'they reportedra net

work of conorete pillboxes and iog bunker emplacements,‘iron

rail obstacles and eoncertfgg wire in the 3d Battalion'e zZone-

. of_attack; Intermittent artillery and mortar fire was received

during the nighte (17) JL}[’)kﬂ‘ oW

///ﬁ At 0700 hours, 8 August the 3d and 24 Battalions jumped

. off in the attack with the lat Battalion in reserve. The 2d
Battalion was stopped:cold when they ceame up_against direct
fire'trom concrete plllboxes, protected by mines, The 34 Bate
‘taiion, commended by Lisutenent Colonel Gordon Eyler, had
1ittle'more anccees untii around noon 1t succeeded in bregk-
ing through an lron rell road block flanked by log bunker |

~ emplacements on the 1ert flenk. (Sog Map D)} After the bresk-
through the battalien moved down the road in & column of com-
panies, L, I, M and K toward the town of PLEURTUIT, (See Map D)
_The terrain waa generally flat‘typical-French hedgerow'country.
The. advance continued uninterrupted. Firing could'be heard'off

~ on the right flenk. (18) o .

| | Leading olements of Company L entered the outskirts of

' PLEURTUIT without any resistance or any noticable sign of enemy
activity or presence. The Battalion Gommander_eame up to'L
Comp eny Gomnander and told him to move on into the town that

the battelion would spend the night here end walt for the rest
of the Regiment to catch up. Company L'continued to move on

' into the town. The remainder of the battalion was still 1n

"oolunn on the road. Still there were no signs of enemy exlst-

ence which had begun to arouse a suspicious uneasiness, Lead-

(16) A=2, p. 96
{17} Personal knowledge
(18) Personal knowledge



ing elemehta_ o& Company came t-o the mainoad; the one which
the Regiment had attacked astride of that morning, and turned
“left toward the city of DINARD with a column on each side of
the istreet, (See Map D) ‘The Battalion Commsnder end L Com-
pany Comm@hdef were standing ebout 100 yards from the road
iﬁtersection where L Goﬁpany was turning toward DINARD, end
L.Company Commegnder was recelving instruotions for the defen-'
siVe\organizat;on of PLEURTUIT for the night. About two pla-
toona of L Company had made the turn toward DINARD and at this
point the quletness was broken and the town became very much
glive. A Germén_tank came out from behind a building and moved
toward the head of L Compeny firing as 1t moved. Machine gun
and rifle fire started coming down from upstair windows and
-doorways. The tahk came on down the street, firing as 1t moved.
- Upon reéohing ﬁhe road intersection where L Company had enteied'
the town and turnea loft toward DINARD, 1t stopped, traversed
its 88 mm gun in the direction of the Battalion Commend Group
" and let go with three rounds. Two men were killed and two
wounded. The Battalion Commender then ordered L Company Com-
‘mander to pull his two platoons back out of the town, The L
Company withdrawal was far from an orderly, well executed move-
meht,r Four men haﬁ been killed.and three men wounded, dom-
pany.L finglly got out of the town and j}olned the battallon.
The:Germané mede no effort to follow up L Compeany's withdrawel
. from the town. The Battalion Commander then ordered the bat-
talion to teke up a défensive position gbout 400 yards southe
‘éast of the rallrosd track'astride-the road the Battalion had
 used to advance on PLEURTUIT, (See Mep D) (19) The balance

. of the battalion closed in including e sectlon of Regimental
. (19) _Personel knowledge ' ' '




" Anti-Tank gunsgxat were attachéd_. to the Bgt'alion, also the
A & P Platoon with a German truck that hed been captured some
_ time before and used to heul extra smmunition, The Battalion
S-4 was sent back to bring up the Batt#lion Surgeon and his
A1d Statlon. The Battelion Commender plenned to attack the
‘town i_;he next morning. Around 0500 hours, 9 August, the anti-
- Tank Platoon Leoader sent two men with a jeep and.tfailer to
the'réar for more ammunition for his Anti-Tenk guns, As they
apprbadhed ﬁhe~roﬁd block the;battalién héd:bréached yééﬁerday '
they saw that_iron raiis hed been replaced across the road_and
sevéral men eround the roed block., They identified the men as
Gormens and slmost 1mmedi&£ely thej were fired on, They were
forced to gbandon the Jeep &nd made thelr way back to battelion
~and reported to the Battallon Commender that they thought we
hed been cut off from the rear, The Battallion Cormander
nqtified'Regiment by radio and sent a patrol to verify the
report. The,patrdl was driven back end also reported the road
.'-block.had been réplaced gnd was strongly defended, It was also
:leafned from Regiment that the Bﬁttalion Surgeon énd Ald Station
”had found the road block closed end were not able to get:
throughe The Regimental Commander ordered the Battalion Com-
mandex to_organize end hold his present position. (20) The
" Battallon Commander then orgenized the battallion in a peri-
meter defehse with L Company on the left of fhe ‘roed, I Com=-
pany on the right and K Gompany eround the reer. M Gompany's
g machine guns were attached to the rifle compenies and the Anti«'
'Tank guns (two) were put 1nto position in L,Gompany's area -
,covering the Tosd toward PLEURTUIT, (§QQJQEL§) The Battallon

artillery limison offlcer immediately boxed in: the Battalion

(20) Statement of Lt Col R.W, Hogan (NG), then Major, Executive
: . 0fficer, 34 Battalion, 121st Infantry, on 22 Febrhary 1950
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p‘erimeter withWefensive fires, (21) . |

“Around 0800 hours that morning, 2 August, K Company re-
celved small arms fire from the rear. This was 'an enemy
patrol that soon withdrew, after s short exchenge of fire, -
(Soe Meap E) -

-Around 1000 hours about fifteen Germans were seen crawl-
- ing-nlong the ditches of the road coming out of PLEURTUIT;

.(See Map E) The Germens had pieces of grey blanket tled on

thelr backs.extending from thelr shoulders to thelr feet;. This
effort to cemouflage feiled bompletely:to blend 4in with the -
surrounding vegetation and color scheme., Compenies Lfond I
withheld.their fire until the enemy was sbout 200 yards away.
‘Three Germans were killed and aeverallwounded end they witn-
drew back toward the town, About"thirt?lninutea later a heavy.
‘artillery and mortar barragefnit the battulion ares., The Bat-
tellon CP located near the-middle of the area in & smell one
- atory French nouse, (See Msp E) recelved two direct hilts which.
killed the Battallon S=3, the Battallion Motor Officer, one
Battalion runner end wounded the Battallion Operations Sergeant.
_Immediately following this artillery end mortar barrage 8 Ger--
man Herk IV tank with about twelve infantrymen came - out of
PLEURTUITldown the road toward the battalion. The_tank 0pened
fire at about 400 yards rangeuwith the Infantry keeplng to the
‘rear oi‘ the tank. At about 300 yard range the 57 mm Antl-Tank
guns, located In L Company s area, opened up and soored two
hits on the tank. Upon being hit " the tank pulled off into the
ditch and the crew abandoned it. The tank was later set on
: fire by our artillery fire. The infantry deployed in front of

.L Company end after about a twenty minute fire 31ght withdrew
(21) Personal knowledge

”_10‘



back towara tiown of PLEURTUIT. (See & E) By this time

wounded casualtles were beginning to add up. As previously
Stated the Battallon Surgeon jand Ald Statlon were unable to
_get through to the battalion, The Battalion Commander took
the medical ald men'from the pompanles and had them set up

an Ald 8tation in a French fapm house located to the reer of

 the Battalion CP. (See Map E) Medical supplies and equipment
were limited to just what the ald men carried with them. The -
‘Battalion Commender then called in all the SGR 300 radlios from
the companiés to‘GOnserve thejbatﬁeries for communication wlth
‘regiment. The battalion artillery llalson officer also had.
radio communication to his battalion and regiment, |

The balance of the day, 9 August, passed with Intermittent
artillery end mortar fire coming into the battallion area.

Around daybreak on 10 August a patrol hit the flank of I
Company but was driven off and two wounded prisoners were cap-
tured. Wpon interrogation they stated they had been sent to
,PLEURTUIT from DINARD 1n the evening of the previous day. No
‘other information was gained. (22) |

Information from regiment revealed that the lst and 2d
Battélions had made little or no progress and ordera were to
hold the present position, '(25)

Around 1500 houré, 10 August, a heavy artillery pounding
“ceme in, followed by the sound of tanks off L Company's left
' flenk, Two Germen banks with sbout thirty infantrymen attacked
L Compeny's flank. (See Map E) The tankallaid off at a distance
of about 200 fo 300 yards and fired while'the infantrymen ad- 

vanced, A& heavy fire fight was engaged and the enamy‘attack was

(22) Porsonal knowledge )
(23) Statement by Lt Col R.W. Hogen (NG) then Major, Executive
Officer, 3d Battalion, 1213t Infantry, on 22 Feb, 1950 '

11



finelly broken’p by our artillery fireanp,withdrew. Two
officer.platoon leaders of L Company were killed during this
action, one by the preceding artillery barrage and.the other
| by-sﬁall erms fire, (24)_ .

| Dufing the night of 9-10 August the 3315t Infentry of
the 834 Division with an attached company of tenks and a
company of tank destroyers were pulled out_of.the actlon at
ST, MALO snd moved around through DINAN and commltted to
the left of the 3d Babtalion. (25)

The next day, 11 August, the nnmbef of wounded had in-
creased and medlcal supplies were bqumihg critical, Arrange-
ments were made by redio for two llalson planes from the 56th .
Fleld Artillery to fly over and drop blood plaesma and other
medlcel supplies, That afternoqn two lieslson planes came over
and clrcled the ares, While circling and maneuvering to come
in low over the selected drop zone the two planes locked wings
end ceme down to earth in a flaming crash, Three Flrst Lieuteh-
énts and one Second Lieutenant, two in each plane were killed,
(26)

Aroﬁnd 2200 hours, 11 August, a patrol hit I Company's
flank, (See Map F) Company I fired on the patrol and 1t im-
mediatély withdrew, The Battallon Commender became & llttle
suspicious since this hed been the second patrol to hit I Com=-
peny and strengthened the flenk of the company wlth a sectlion
of heavy machine”guns,1 His sﬁspiciona were correct for around
2400 hours thé Germens launched an attack against the flank of
Coﬁpany I. (See MaE_F) The Germans used no supporfing fires

prior to this attack which waes estimated to be of Battalion {=)

(24) Personal knowledge
(25) A-2, pe 35
(26) Personal knowledge
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| in strength. Heavy fighting_followed for_the next two hours:

' with some fire being exchenged almost at polnt blank ranges

The Battalion Commander ﬁobk two squads froﬁ K Gompany and

held them as a mobile resefve. The Germens made.a penetration

into I Company at one po;nt end I Company fell back ebout fifty‘

yards; Thé Battelion Commender reinforced I Company withtthé‘

© two reserve squads of K Compeny and I Company'é line was re-
atdred. Around 0200 hours the enemy withdrew, leaving their
dead and.many wounded behind. =.The nexﬁ morning around 1100
hdurs, 12 August, s patrol from K Company was sent out fbrtha
left flenk in hopes of contacting eleménts of the 33lst Infan-

Ctry, 'After two days of hard fighting fhe ESiat broke through
the German fortificatlons end the K Compeny patrol contacted
Company A of the 331lst Infantry. (See'Mép F)' Compeny A was
'Qommandéd by MajOr.Barbour,'then Captaiﬁ Baibour. Contect was
then establlished with our own regiment, (27)

To sum up the results of this action, although the 3d
Battalion, l2lst.Ihfantry hed not captured the town of PLEUR-
TUIT, 1t had successfully carried out 1ts assigned misslon of

- holding the groﬁnd that 1t hed gelned, From 8 to 12 August
the battallion hed w1thstood four coﬁntergttacks, two of which
were supported by tanks. The battalion had talen & merclless
pounding_bj_ehemy artlillery and morters, Proper medical cere
was not availablé for the wounded. Retions conslsted of K
fype that the men carried on thair.persoh_and.fhat:which hap-
penéd to be on some vehicles. Many men had hed pothing to eat
for two dAys; .Water was avallsble from a:well at therFrénch

farm house which served as en aid station, Very few rounds of

(27) Statement of Lt Col R.W. Hogen (NG) then Major, Executive
'~ Officer, 3d Battallon, 121st Infantry, on 22 Feb 1950
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emmunition of any caliber remained in the battalion, The bat-

‘talion had five offlcers killed-and two others wounded and

ninety some men killed and wounded,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

.1, SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

Due to the situation and clrcumstances, supply and'evaeu- '
-aﬁien did not exist and although‘enpply byrair was attempted

1t 1s felt that the batﬁalion.could have been supplled by alr
with rations, ammunition and medical supplles. Had the cap-
tured Germen truck which the battellon carried extra ammuni-
tion on not been preeent, the bettalion could not have held

-its'positlon.

2. FAILURE TO EXPLOIT A BREAKTHROUGH

It 1s felt thmt had the reserve battallonh been used to
‘follbw'up end explolt the breakthroughlmade by the 3d Battelion

- on B August, this costly siltuation might not have happened.

-3, ANTI-TANK WEAPONS

.At the time when Companj L had two platoons in the town
of PLEURTULT and the Gorman tank. rolled down the street not
one single anti-~tank weapon was present in these two platoons,
'Had a bazooka or antl- tank grenades been present and utilized
;the tenk could have_been knocked out at closse range_and would_
-haVefprobebly changed'the entlre course of comlng events, 2
4. PATROL3

Although the battallon was short of personnel and under-

-l4



strength it is felt that much more active and vigorous patrol-

ing could have been conducted from both the 3d Battalion and

he remalnder of the regiment, : .. ; :. - 7~ N

5., PAILURE OF ADJACENT UNITS T0 ADVANCE

Through the 1lnabllity of the balance of the regiment to
“advance placed the 3d Battallon in a projected position and

loss of flank contact.

6. LACK OF INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION

Intelligence information of the.enemy was S0 Vague or
faulty that 1t was initielly planned that one battallon of
the 121st Infantry would be.able to také the town of DINARD
and was planhed to the extent of dividing the town of DINARD
Einto company sectors. Two infantry regimenfs; a company of
‘ .

&anks and & company of tank destroyers were emplbyed in the

capture of the town of DINARD.

7. FAILURE OF GERMANS TO ATTACK IN FORCE WITH ARMOR -

‘Had the Germans followed up the withdrawal of L Company
from the town of PLEURTUiT with armor ahd'infantry 1t would
heve hit the battalion in a vulnerable condition and somewhat
_disorganiﬁed. | |

Other_Gefman attﬁcks, except_thé one nlght attack against
.Gompany I, lacked force and aggresslveness, especlally in the
emplojment of armor. |

1, Keep Aid Station well up with the Battallon.

15
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2. A breakthrough or success must be exploited.

-3. aﬁ%i tank weapons must be available at all times,

| .4. Vigorous patrolling mnst be conducted when contact

. with friendly units has been lost.

e, Failure of adjacent units to advance can result in a

costly projection by a unlt that ‘advances beyond contact.

e T

6. Intelligence information of the enemy ehould be ac-

curate and ccmplete.

7. Failure of the Germane to employ their armor and in-

g

fantry aggressively and in force was tc our advantage.
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