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On 8 Deocember 1341 (Philippine Islands time) a unit whioch its Corpa
Commander, General Jonathan Waimwright, referred to as "this great Battalion"
went into the fiold.A 4t every point where the Battalion was committed it
met an enemy superior in numbera, equipment and supporting arms. Despite
this disadvantage its aggrus:lvé spirit carried it through to aocomplish
whatever mission it was oharged with, and to set a glowing example for other
units, For all of this enviable regord, its leader and Commander, Major
Dudley G+ Striokler, Infantry, was solely responsible. All those who were
near him.until'ths time when his luck ran out belleve this. They believe,
too, that 1n eet quive two months of war~time duty in Batean Maejor Dudley Ge
Stri.cklelr completely balanced things up for sny peace=-time shortoomings he
had, He wes killéd in action at Quineuan Point near Aglaloma Bay about 1
Februsry 1942, (1)

This narration is recorded by Major Stricklerts former Exeoutive Officer
in the 3rd Battalion 45th Infantry (Philippine Socuts)e Though five years
have passed since the events took place, the inspiration left by & atrong

war~time letder remeins fresh.

¢ Louls Be Beabeck
¥ jor, Infantry {

2l Jenuary 1647

(1) ‘Ref's No. I page 66
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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 3RD BATTALION 46th INRANTRY(P.S.)

AT THE HACIENDA AT MT. NATIB, LUZON, 16-~26 JANUARY 1942
(THE BATAAN CAMPAIGN)

(Personal experience of a Battalion Executive Officer)

INTRODUCT ION

The entire opersation took place in Jdanuary 1942, All dates refer to
that periods The recording of the operation took place months and years
after ocourance, Consequently slight discrepancies of time, dates and
locations may orop ups In its larger picture, however, the aooouht is as
correct as cross~checking with available persons and records can make it,

This monogreaph oovera the operations of the 3rd Battalion 45th Infantry
(PeSs) in the defense of the Bataan Peninsuls from the move from Bageo 16
January, through the oounter-attack at the Natib Haclenda, the conduct of the
defense on the labangan River-Natib ﬁsciendi position, and the z'etiremeni;'to
‘the Bagao-Piiar Roed 26 Januery.

A brief summation of the situetion in Bataan 6 - 12 January will provide

the reader with the necessary background to orient hims

- THE GENERAL SITUATION ON LUZ0ON, 6 JANUARY 1942

The strength and agressiveness of the Japaneﬁe Forces which attacked
Ingon Islend 8 December 1941 forced Headquar'bera United Stetes Armed Forces
in the Far Eest to an unpleagant decision about 25 December 1941, :(2)\

In acoordance with the long—stand.l.ng lagt=diteh defense plan, War Plan
Orenge #3, the desperation withdrawal was ordered. The Americen-Filipino
forces of North Luzon and of South Luzon converged et Sen Fermendo,
Pempangas, and descended intc Bataan peninsula by the morning of 6 January
1942, Japanose forces then controlled all the remainder of lugon, and
~continued heavy pressure on Bataan, (8)

(2) Ref. No, I page 36
(3) Refs No. I page 46
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A TWO CORPS ORGANIZATION FOR THE DEFENSE OF BATAAN

The area of the peninsula was divided for defense purposes into the
Weost Seotbr, oalled the I Cdrpa under Major General Jonathan Walnwright;
and the East Seotof, called the II Corps under Major General George M,
Parkers The boundary between sectors was Mount Natib - Meldica - the
Pantingan River (all to the West Sector). (4) |

The main battle position followed the geperal line Abucay - Mt, Natib =

Moren. The reserve battle position followed the general line Orion - Mt.
Samat - Bagao. (5)

TEE TROOPS ON THE MAIN BATTLE POSITION

The strong 57th Infantry (P.S.) was on the right of theIl Corps where
the Jepanese main attack was expected. The remainder of the'troops on the
main battle positlon, except for e few thousand trajined FPhilippine Army
gsoldiers, had been under mobilization or Philippine Army recrult training
when the war began Juet a few wesks before., They werse lacking in orgaﬁiza~
tion and training, end were woefully deficient in aquipmant and vital
supplies. Due to lack of food and quinine, hunger and glcknegs were soon
to be added to their prcblems. (8)

THE PHILIPPINE DIVISIOK

fhere wore three well-trained infantry regiménts in the Philippine
Division. These were.the 3lst Infantry Regiment (U.S.) with American
‘officers and American soldiers; and the 45th and 57th Infantry'Regiments
(P.8.) with American Officers end dependable Pilipino Scout soldiers. (7)

The 3lst Infantry (U.S.) and the 57th Infantry (P.S.) were assigned
to General Parker's II Corps on fhe East. The 46th Infantry (P.S.) was
assigned to General Wainwright's I Gprpa on the West. The 3lst Infantry
(U.8,) was in II Corps reserve; the 45th Infantry (P.S.) was in I Corps
(4} and (5) Ref. No. II page 18

(8) Ref, No, II Introduction
(7) Personal kmowledge and eyewitness, self,
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regerve., There was no real Army reserve organized as such. (8)

Because of the road croasing Bataan Peninsula from Bagac to Pilar
between Mt, Natib of 4200 feet elevation, and Mt. Semat df 4700 feet
elevation, Bagac was oconsidered especially vulnerahle to enemy landings. (9)

The 45tﬁ Infantry had been organiging the beach.area at Bagac Bay for

defenase since 15 December 1941. (10)

Occaslonal bombings took place, one burning out the center of the town
of Baggc. Jap obeervation ships were regularly overhead morning and after-
| noon. (11)

THE ORGANIZATION AND EQUIPMENT CF TEE 38D BATTALLON
Z5TH TNFANTRY (P.5.)

The 3rd Battalion, like the other two Battalions of the 45th Infantry,

had a strength eof negrly 600 men and Offioers. These inoluded 161 men in
Company M, the Heavy Weapons Company, and 139 men in each Rifle Company.
Plus the Battalion Headquarters and a Battalion Medical Détachment. (12)
Officers, ail Americans, included the Battalion Commander Major Dudley
Gs Strickler; the Battalion Executive Officer Captain Louis B. Besbeck;
Captain Bethard the S-4; Captain Clifford Croom, Lt. Mc Carty and Captain
Henry Plerce commanding Companies I; X and L respectively; Iiesutensnts George
Moore and Anthony Ulrich platoon leaders; and Captain Ralph Berkelhamer and
1t. De Backer the Battalion surgeons. This totalled one Ma jor, four Captains,
three lieutenants, and two medical Officers. The non-commissioned offiocers
and men were all loyal Philippine Scouts with from sim months to twenty years
service. - ﬁoat of them were graduates of Philippine High Schools and all
spoke English fluently. Thelr equipment included late model light -machine
guns, though‘the mounts had not arrived for the guns; 45 caliber automatic
pistols{)ﬂkiGarqnd rifles; latest g;s maskéz 18-30 Caliber heavy Browning‘
.mabhine guns; one 81 milliﬁeter morfar without ammunition; ome 50 Caliber

€8) (11) (12) Personal knowledge and eyewitness, self.
(9) (10) Ref. No. II pp. 18 & 23, and self.
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air-cooled Browning machine gun; clinometers, oompasses, field glasses,
lategt web equiﬁment, bed rolls, and unlimited emmunition, except for the 81
millimeter mortar. They wore fine leather shoes made in the States for their
spocial last, woolen Olive Drab clothing and the steel helmet from the last
war. Their morale was excellent., (13)
It was announced on § Jammary that due to the Jap blookade all forces
would be provided only half the normsl ration, (14)

12 JANUARY ~ THE ALERT

(n 12 and 13 January parties of key non-commissioned officers and
officers of the Regiment went on reconnalssance to the area North West of
Bani., Mission: +to select positions from which to launch a counter-aﬁtack
in case a tﬁreatened breakthrough developed in II Corps. (15)

n 15 January it was snnounced that "Soon the sky will be black with
. planes, and they will be.oural" It helped mcrale -~ for a while, but some
woeks later soldiers étopped scanning the sky at the sound of a mottgr, as
they gave up hope. (16)

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

| Though the mountains in the part of Bataan that now concerned the

Regiment dq not quite reach 5000 feet in elevation, they, and their approaches
are qulite rough. Many streams flowing generally to the East cut acroass thp
pafh of the move to the North., Thelr channels were rocky ravines of
precipitous sides requiring slow and oareful traverse., The cane fields on
the approaches to Mt, Natib were oultivaeted lands which were easily orossed.
But the bamboo thickets in the same vlicinity required considerable chopping
in order to advence even one yard, §17) |

The ground attacked over was of a varied nsture, There were groves of
Mango trees in and around the Hacienda, with several open fields, and one

“(18) (14) (15) (16) Ref. No. III, and self.
(17) Self.
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.bald ridge. But most of the terrain was of tall sugar cane of a height
greater than headhigh. There was little concealment, and no cover from
enemy small-arms fire. The many ravipes made possible enemy infiltration
into the position using the concealent of the high banks. The enemy-held

: high ground on the upper slopes of Mt, Yatib provided excellent ocbservation
of all.importﬁht terrain features to the East to Menile Bay. {18}

THE RF.GIMENTAL MOVE TO BANI JANUARY 1516

The Regiment was ordered to Bani, from the bivouac area near Bagesc,

at K P 153, during hours of darkness. At 1900 the 45th Infantry moved out by '

bus, by truck, and by marching to K P 149 on the Pilar-Bagac Road, then
‘Nofth on the Baock Road té Bani. Arrived and bivouaced early morning 16
January. The day was uged in recoﬁnoitering for positions Nbrthwast of Bani.
A few small Japanese artillery shells fell in the vieinity. They were
believed to ooﬁe from an unlocated Jap mountein gun spﬁewhere‘behind frieﬁdly
lines. {19)

THE BREAK-UP OF THE 51ST DIVISION 12 - 16 JANUARY

That portion of the Main Battle fosition running astride of Mt. Natib
between the occupied portion of the West Seotor to the occupied portion of
the East Sector of approximately QOQO maters was not organized for defense,
but was covered by patrols. The tef;ain was extremely diffiéult, fravefsed
.Aby deep gorges and covered with deﬂée jungles. It took two days to ocross it.
Contact between sectors was never.satiafaotorily-established. The 5lst
Philippine Army Division ocoupied a part of this area in a defensive
position which extended approximately 5000 yards West of the Haclenda into
the heavy undergrowth on the approachea to Mt., Natib., (20)

(18) self,

(19} Ref. No. III
(20} Ref. No. I p. 20
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On 12 Jenuary the enemy atﬁacked the postion of the blat Infantry
Division (fhilippine Army). A gap was opened, but a counter-attack closed
it up., On 14 January the Division withdrew to the South bank. of tﬁe;
Ihbangan River under continued enemy pressure. By 15 January all the
Divigion reserves had been committed and Headquarters II Corps was notifisd
of the critical nature of the situation. On 16 January the 5lst Division
{P.A.) had disintegrated, the troops utterly routed. Thus the left of the
unit on the right, the 43rd Infantry (P.A.), had been exposed. The 43rd
Infantry then refused its left flank from its Mein Line of Resistance to
its Reserve line of Resistance, (21)

THE PHILIPPINE DIVISION ORDERED TC COUNTER-ATTACK

In danger of having his left flank enweloped the Commanding General
IT Corps (Major General Parker) ordered the Commending General Philippine
Division (Brigadier General Maxon Lough) to bounter-éttaék at daylight_l?
January to regein the WMIR within the 5lst Division Sector. (22)

Since the 57th Infentry (P.S5.) was already committed on the East, .
the only Infantry avaeilable in the Philippine Division were the 3lst
(U.s.) and the 45th (P.5.).

About 1700 on 186 January Headquagterslrlt Corps issued an order over
the telephone to Regt'l S-3 46th Infantry thén with the Regiment at Bani
"to proceed to the area Southwest of the labangan River and Northweat of
the Capitengan Valley to be in reserve behind the 3lst Infantry QU.§.)-" (23)

Shortly before dark the Heavy Weapons and some personnel loaded up
and . the 45th Infentry started marching to the Capitangan Vailey. The
route was generally Nofth, following & road-%racks The night was partic-
ularly black, with no moon, no sters, no signs, and in places, no road.

(21) Ref. No. I pp. 31 & 32
(22} Ref. No. II pp. 20

¢23) Ref. No. III
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About 2300 the track turned sharply East and was lost in a maze of small
tracks. Artillery nearby to the North was firing at a fast rate; meking
splashes in the inky darkneas.

The column was lost. It stopped. 4 uniformed figure appeared at the
slde of the leading wvehinls. Thé Battalion Commender and the Executive
Officer went to hinm wifh questions about roads that might be available to
thé column to reach the battle position. He was & General, the Commander
of the 4lst Division (P.A.), and was still under the effects of battle
shock., All he could say was to repeat, "It was awful. They Jjust faded
away., It was awful,"

An Amerioen artillery officer appeared out of the dark, and began to
tell of avtrack that led North. As the group moved away ths other figure
followed babbling. (24)

The Hegiﬁent was hearing its first heavy artillery fire. Action seemed
imminent. Tension increased.

_Slowly advancing until daylight, the column went into a widely
dispersed bivouac at daylight in the Capitangan Valley., Séven feet high
Cogan grass and a few tail Mengo treess cut the visibility down. The
Regiment less the lst Battalion and a few spare parts was present. The lst
Battalion was lost somewhere Northwest of Beni in the Capitengan Valley. (25)

As the day broke enemy bombers and obgervation planes became actlive,

On the morning of 17 January 31st Infantry (U.S.) attacked in a
Northerly direction with the 2nd Bettalion on the right and the lst
Battelion on the left, to restore the line of the 5lst Division (P.A.). - (26)

The 3rd Battalion 45th Infantry still had some six thousand yards to
go over rouéh country to arrive at the battle position. A telephone call
placed on a line that happened to run through the areg, went through to the
(24) (27) self.

(25) Ref, No. III and self,
(26) Ref., No, II p. 32
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VGommanding Officer of the 3lst 'nfantry (U.S.). He plotted his general
position on the map, then requested utmost speed in Joining him. (27)

At approximately 1100 a conference took place between the' Commanding
Officer of the Régiment, the Commanding Officer of the'Srd Battalion and
the ngimenﬁal $-3. Known at the time: The 31st Infantry was to the North-

west and needed help. Observed enemy artillery fire on the Abucay«Hacienda

Road denied that road to our vehicles and troops. No other East-West routes

were known. Rough, broken country lay ahead. Speed was of the utmost
importance. (28)

The Cammanding Officer 3rd Battalion made a short reconnal gsanes, then
returned at 11;15, His order wag: The battalion would move North at 1200
from the clearing., Cross country, by hand. The Battalion Commander would
go on aheed as rapldly as possible with the faster-moving three Rifle
Companises in the leading‘column. The Battallon Executive Officer weuid
follow with the slower-moving Heavy Weapons Company and Medical Detachment.
‘Futire emmunition supply indefinite-carry everything possible. Weapons
carriers were to be sent buck to Service Comﬁany. Direction of advance
3530 Magnetic Azimuth. In case of any later change of direction by the
leading column a messenger or sign would be found. (29}

THE MOVE CROSS~-COUNTRY TO THE HACIENDA 17 JANUARY,
4

At 1200 the Battalion point moved out, the 2nd Battalion a half mile
to the East, ths lst Battalion lost far to the West. For the next seven
deys the 3rd Battalion had no contact with any other combat unit of the
nsgimenﬁ. (30) |

At 12:05 a Battery of truck«drawn 76's 6ame'wheeling into the clwaring

In & hurry to fire trails were dropped, trucks scurried into the high Cogan

grass., Then a Jap observatlon plane glided in and leisurely circled over-

(27) self.
(28) Ref. No. III and self,
(29) self. l

(30) Ref. No. IIT & self.
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head, No firing took place.

The 3rd Battalion was a singing outfit., The soldiers liked to sing
the Filipind rice~planting sbngs‘as they marched. But in the second column
for the following 24 hours,)across rbugh hills, dry rice paddies, rocky
streams, eaoh soidier carried eighty pounds of machine gun ammunition,

"Normally, with all his equipment, he weighed up to 140 pounds. There wes
no singing then with that increasingly heavy load on his back, and an empty
stomech,

Aé_the second column soon lost sight of the faster mbving Battalion
Commanaer and the riflemen, the compass became the guide on the anncunced
azimuth. While orossing thé southern side of the Caepitangan Valley the
Reglmental Commmnder and the 2nd Battelion Commander, marching unescorted,
joined‘the column from the southeast at about 1530. At 1600 the 3rd
Battalion was united again, as the Battalion Commander and his group were
waiting at the oldynative trail which paralleled the East-West ridge between
the Capitangan and the Santa Cruz Rivers, Here the emergency rations were
ordered to be eaten, but the soldiers to a man had already eaten the .
emergency ration from their packs without orders. They weré very hungry. (31)

After a short rest the oolumn changed direction and marcﬁed due West
along the old native trail. At about 17:30 the head of the column started
seross the deep, wide and steep-sided gorge of the Capitangan River.
8lowly, in single filé, the column worked 1ts way across the stepping stones
aﬁd collected in a Mango grove on the north side. Again the Batﬁalion
Commander hurried on té the West as soon as ﬁoat of the riflemen had arrived.
His instructions to the Exeocutive Officer were to follow a trail leading
West out of the grove when all the slower eolements had gathered. (32)

It wag 19:30 and dark when the last m#n finally erossed. The column
moved out, but encountered a fork in the trail at 20:30. Nc sign or marker

was evident in the pitchwblack night. 8Security outposts were set out, the

(31) (32) self.
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@ o
men were told to go to sleep on the trail. The Battalion Executive Officer
took his runner and went on reconnaissance. An outpoat of a Philippine Army
unit was discovere&,-butyno information about aﬁything was forthcoming.
Throughout the early morning hours the sound of 166 mm. artillery pro=-
Jectliles going north into enemy tarritor& from behind the traill was most
reassuring. (33)

COMMANDING OFFICERS 46TH INFANTRY (P.S.) AND 31ST INFANTRY
(U.5.) CONFER 18 JANUARY

About 02:00 guides from the 21st Engineer Unit (P.A.) met the losding
oolumn and escorted th;ee 45th Infantry dfficers, the Regimental Ccmmender,
the Rogimentel S-3, and the 3rd Battelion Commander, to the Commend Fost of .
the 41st Division. Colonel Steele, Commending Officer of the Slsf Infantry
(v.8.), and Colomel Fortier of the 41st Division (P.A.) were there. The
46th Infantry (P.S.) was requested to bring up the remainder of the Regiment
with all speed to the area South of the 3lst Infantry (U.S.). It was
expected that the entire Regiment would attack on the right of the 3lst
Infentry. The Commanding Officer and the 8-3 45th Infantry departed at
04100 to bring up the other two Battelions. (34)

The map used during the conference was an Engineer blueprint map having
no coordinates and showlng no detail. Neither the definite location of the
41gt Division Command Post ner the definite iocation of the 3lst Infantry
troops could be plofted on the map. (35)

THE ARRIVAL OF THE 3RD BATTALION 45TH INFANTRY (P.S.)
AT THE HACIENDA 18 JANUARY

The leading column of the 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry (P.S5.) moved to
an attack position to the rear of the 3lst Infentry and 1000 yards East of
the Hacienda, (38)

The second column on the trail was awake at daybreak to see two P-40's
(33} Self.

(34¢) & (35) Ref, No. III
(38) Self.
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jump three Japanese planes and shoot one down over Abgcay to the East. The
Air Force was visible for tﬁﬁ first time, and things looked brighter. As

the sky brightened a warker was found; a piece of toilet tissue was discovered
ten yards along on the North Fork of the trail.

The column was almost light-hearted Qs'it moved‘off. But the trail
gradually asoended a long, narrow ridge which had curved'to the northeast and
led into intensely thick vegetation on the lower slopes of Mt., ¥abib. Four
hours marching toward known enemy térritory where everything was awfully,
awfully quiet, brought a feeling of concern. Then a foghorn North Carolina
voice roundly cursing its.luck about gomething, turned the column toward a
heavily wooded slope 500 yards to the ndrtheast.. The voice belongaé to the
Commander of Company I. The Battalion was on fhe other side of the Santa
Cruz River. When the attack was made two hours iater, 6nemy fire came from
1500 yards farther up the trail.

The Battalion Executive Officer crossed the Santa Crusz River, chopped
through baﬁboo for half an hour, and discovered the three Rifle'Compénies
sprawled out in the sugar cane patch, resting, and eating the sugar cane,

The Battalion Commander was crouched in the road at the edge of the cane
field, 1000 yﬁrds Bast of theAHacienda, studying a map. The Battalion
Executive reported that all the Heavy Weapons Company, the Medical Detachment,
and a few riflemen of Company L were then crossing the river 1000 yards away.
The Commander wented to know how soon they could attack from where we were.
They oould not be ready for an hour. (37)

THE DANGEROUS SITUATION OF THE 318T INFANTRY (U.S.) AND
TEE CHANGE OF PLANS 1B JANUARY

On 18 January the 3lst Infantry (U.S.) failed to make any advance. (38)
The 31st Infantry's left flank was about 500 yards east of the Haciends,

| end 150 yards north of the mein road, The sugar oane extended several hundred

§

(37) Self,
(38) Ref. No. II p. 33.

15

JCef



yards east and north where a bare nose of a low ridge showed above the cane
‘ about a thousand yards short of the tree-lined river bank. Two large gullies
curved about the cane field and then northeast toward the river. With this
vhry vulnerablé flank the 31lst Infantry was receiving aiutomatic and smali-
arﬁs fire from the east and from the north. Though the plan had been to commit
- the three 45th Infantry Battalions on the right of the 3lst, enem& pressure |
mede it necessary for the Commanding Officer 3lst Infantry to send the 3rd
Battalion 45th Infantry to the left. (39)

The decision of the Commanding Officer 3rd Battalion 45th Infantry was:

To attack immediately without the Medical Detachment and Company M, which

TN

wore atill crossing the Santa Cruz River: To use instead, the Medical
Detachment of the 2nd Battalion, which had become lost from its own unit and
was at hand: To attaock at 12:00 (in thirty minutes) West toward the
Heciende along the Road in extended approach march formation: Order of
March; Companies L, I, K. The leading elements were to reaoh and clean out
the seven one-atory buildings of the Hacienda: Then all three companies were
to turﬁ 900 to the right and attack due north on a total front of about 500
yards. Company K on the right was to maintain contact with the left unit of
the 3lst infantry. Objective: +the curving labangen River Bank 1800 yards
North. (405 ‘

THE ATTACK FROM THE HACIENDA BY THE SRD BATTALION 45TH

INFANTRY (P.S5.) AND THE SRIZUNE OF THE LABANGAN
‘ RIVER

The attacking Battalion moved out at 12:00 as planned. The point had

moved out about 300 yards aoross open fields when a single shotffro? the left
front brought the point man down with a hole in his head. (41)

The point pulled baok. A flénk petrol was sent out. The point moved
out again and completed the occupation of the buildings without resistance,
The three Rifle Companies faced north and attacked in that directiocn.

Company K on the right found its men climbing the backs of the left gompany
(59) (40) & (41) Self.
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_ of the 3lst in the heavy sugar oane, The attack halfod end was called baoks

| Qompany K moved earound from the 3rd Batialion right flank to the left,
meking the order left to right K, L, I. |

By this time (13:00) the Medical Detachment and Cmp@ M had errived and

were resdy to join in the attaok, The Senior Medical Officer of the 3rd

Bettalion Mediocal Detschment insisted that thet was his party, S0 the 2nd
Battalion Detaolment was relieveds Ome platoon of four (ompany M Heavy

Hl/aohino Q&ns » 30 Caliber, was attached to eaoh Rifle Company, The 50 Caliber
Mechine Gun and the 81 mm ﬂof‘lﬁr were set up at the Line of Departure with

| 360° peotors of fire, The two weapons constituted the sole Battalion Reserve,

Shortly after 13500 the entire Battslion jumped off, Under the impetus
of eighteen firing Meohine Guns and epproximitely five hundred fifty determined
Fil:l.p:l.nd Scouts the Battallion had gained its obJeotive by 165304 Then the
three Rifle Companies spread out to the right and left to seourely hold ebout
1400 yarde of labengen River Bank. (42)

Contact on the right wes m\de with Company C $lat Infsntry (U.8.) by
Company I 46th Infantry (PeSe). (43)

Compeny K on the left had an exposed left flank but oould cover much}of
it by fire fram the river position. (44)

' The 3rd Battalion 45th Infantry (P.5.) attacked to the left of the 3lat
Infantry (U.S.) and reached the Main Line of Resistance, It was in oontmot
with the Blgt Infantry (U.S.)s (46)

The cost had not been light, Heavy Jap Maohine Gun fire from the left
flank and.loft front knooked out most of the men and weepons of the Heavy
Maoh:h;w Gun Pletoon attached to Company L. Meny snipers in the grove of Mango
ﬁrbea to the front of Campany K were shot down by the lhoh:l.no Guns attached
to thet Company, but only after the snipers had caused numerocus oasualties
(42) & (44) delf.

(43) 48 telephoned to Bn C.Ps by C8pte Clifford Croom CeOs I Cos
(45 Refs No. II Pe 33, . ‘ -
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‘among troops who had not yet learned to look into trees.

Ooming of darkmess soon after the firefight delsyed the finding of meny
wounded in the thiok sugar cane until the next day, |

Forty five casualties were treated at the Battalion Aid Station. (48)

Shortly after the oomsolidation of the River Line & memi-perimeter defense
was set up.

Because of the Japanese infiltration methods the Battalion Commander
wished to burn the extensive cane patoh whioh oovered the ocenter of the
Battalion Defense area, He oould not do so because of the Filipino wounded
who might yet be alive in the canefield, |

The first meal in 36 hours arrived about 21300, Approximately eleven
more me2ls reached the Battalion in the next seven deyws.

THE SECOND ATTACK OF THE 8$18T INFANTRY (U.Se) AT
THE HACIENDA 19 JANUARY

During the morning & Company atteaok wes made by & unit of the 3lat Infentry.
Attacking from the Hacliemds Road; from behind the positions of Companies L and
I 46th Infantry; in a northeast direotion, The attack failed to gain,

THE DEFENSIVE POSITION ON THE IABANGAN RIVER

The 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry (P.S.) was attached to the 31lst Infentry
(U.84), on the 19th January, and was the left element in the Abucey-Mt. Natib
line, Their left (West) flank was exposed, The oountry wes very broken, and
woodeds (47)

On the squth bank of the river Compenies K, L, and I, 46th Infantry, were

‘dug in in oontaot with the left unit of the 3lst Infantry (U.S.) Rifle and
Machine Gun positions oovered the river and the opposite bank for & Battalion
front of about 1400 yards,

On the exposed hill to the South of Company K's dangling flank Maohige-

Gun positions were occupied at night only. During daylight hours the area

(46) As told to self by Bn Surgeon Captes Berkelhamer 19 Jamuary 1942
(47) Ref. Foe II pe 52

18

367



> _
wes oovered by fire by Machine Guns from the left rear and from Company K's
position,

Four Machine Guns oonstituted the main defense of the left rear, with
riflemen proteoting them, Riflemen to the rear and right rear oococupied 2-
man fox-hbléa. Battalion Headquarters Detaclment personnel oooupled & ring
of one-man fox~holes around the hole where the Battalion Command Post wes in
the open space between two buildings of the Hacienda,

One telephone wire to Campany I connected the Front line with the
Battalion Cammend Post, Another wire _eonnected with Headquarters 45th
Iofentry (P.S.) several thousand yards to the Bast.

The Japs used harassing measures nightly., &Small groups infiltrated to
about theA center of the Battalion area and fired trecer bullets from auto=
metic weapons during t'.hta~ night, Other Japs to the rear of the position then
replied with more tracers, emulating a fire fight.

They disoharged large firecrackers which produced the hollow sound of
discharging mortar projectiles, (48)

The Japs blew bird whistles all night long. Fires started up in the
_sugar cane to the rear. Long range Maochine Gun aﬁd Mortar fire fell on the
rear areas, Long strings of Jap fireoraokere dropped by atrplane with delayed
fuses, would start popping &t different times from all parts of the position.
The firecraokers duplicated the oraok of the Japanese small-bore ammunition, (49

The Filipino soldiers were disturbed by these trioks the first night.
But by the second night, the veteran garrison galdiers had becoms battle
veterans. Fireorackers and bird-calls were wested on thems (60)

The first known deserter was recovered by a patr§1 to Mt, Natib; 5. 8ix -
month recruit from compahy L. (581)

The Japanese fired many red flares at night fro:g all about the Battalion
position, Whenever they fired a flare, Company I fired several more, (62)
(48) gSelf.

(¢8) =~ (52) All reforences perasonal knowledge and oonversation with persons
ocncerned,
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& heavy Maohine Gun of Company L burned outs One of M.compa.ny'n from
the left rear was sent to the Rifle Compeny on the kitohen truok ﬁhat night. (63)

Most of the old 3" mortar ammunition proved to be duds, (54)

All these were the small matters of light houskeeping.as the 3rd
Battalion 46th Infen try sat in a deangerous defensive position with ita flank
wide open in air and with & half dozen avemmes of penetration which a olever
enemy ooulfl find tolgain surprise in a day or night attaock, But, nothing
heppeneds (55)

& Filipino rifleman of Company I on the river line sat up scmewhat
too ereot in his fox~holes A Jap bullet went through his foroﬁead. (68)

Uging the Battalion telescope of about three inoh lens cirounmference,

a Battalion Headquarters soldier viswed the enemy position across the river
from the roof of a building of the Haoiende hundreds of yards from where any
Jeps should bes A single shot struck the lens of the soope. (57)

Enemy movement was seen oooasiénally in _thel distanoe across the river to
the lo £t flank, (68)

A lone Jup soldier stealing to the river for a oan of water at duak
didn't make ity A Jap observer with a telesoope was shot out of & tree aoross
the river from Company I. (59)

But nothing happened, _

Then, & patrol of three Fhilippine Soouts to Mt. Netidb returned with the
information that as they hid near & trail on the mounf.ain, a regiment of Jap |
soldiers had marohed past them going South around the left flank, ({60)

JAP ACTIVITY IN THE ABO-RBO RIVER VALLEY 17:-24 JANIIARY

Hoatile raiding patrols moving South and Eeot elong the Abo«Abo River
Valley haressed the rear aress, Omnoe Philippine Army Reglment secured the
Guitol-Hacienda trail until 21 January at 21500 when it was attaoked by Japs

(63) = (66) All refersnoes personal knowledge and conversstion with persons

concerned,
(57) (58) (59) Self, eyewitnsas, J
(80) The patrol from 3d Bn 46 Inf, Told to self by Bu C. Os.
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from the East and North, Several attaoks and counter-attacks on both sides
took place in the area until 24 January and the w:l.thdrawa\l to the Southe The
threat to the rear was sericus, but it was kept under control, (61)

THE REFUSAL OF THE FIANK FROM THE LABANGAN RIVER POSITION

21 Jamuary & Lieutenant Colonel from the General Staff of Headquarters
II Corps &rrived &t the Battalion Command Poat 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry
at t.hé Hacienda, The Commanding Officer 3rd Battalion 31lst infantry (UeSe)
discussed the withdrawal from the position, A Jap dive bomber dropped one
bomb seventy-;-fiva feet from the group. The confersnce ended with the
irmediste diamppearance of the representative from II Corpss (62)

N 0n 22 January the sifaﬂtion on the left flank grew worse. Repeated
attacks and counter-attacks were made » but no material gains were made, On
the oontra.ry. the let Battalion 31st Infantry (U.S.) was foroced to withdraw
from the Main Line of Resistance to & position south of the Abuoay-Hnoi;ndn
road, and faolng Mt. Natibe (63)

At 1800 22 January the Captain Commending Campany I telephoned the

Battalion Command Poat to report thet men of Company C 3lst Infantry could be -

' ~ geen withdrawing South; that a patrol he had sent to the Baat to oontsot the
31st Infantry reported that nobody wes on the poeition; that the Japs were
not attacking; that all was quiet., (84)

In the sbasnce of the Battalion Commending Offioer the Battalion
Executive ordered the Commhnding Officer Company I to send Seourity detach-
ments to his right flank; to advise Commanding Officers of Companies I and K
that & change might be imminent; and to hold the position, (65)

At 13445 Commanding Officer 3rd Battallon 45th)Infantry returned to 3rd
Baftal:l.on Command Post. A withdrawal from the Labangan River Line had been

ordered; to refuse the extreme left flank at 14200, (66)

Ref, Nos II PPe 3b5=38,.

61

262; Self, eyewltness,

(63) Refs Nos II ppe 34.

264 & (66) B8elf, Personml telephone conversation.
86)

Self, Personal oconversation and observetion.

<l

376



® @

At 14300 the 3rd Battalion 45th Infmn try withdrew south-emst from the
labangen River to orgenize & position behind the 3lst Infantry. Company 1
etreamed &cross the open ridge in the center of the Battalion position;
Companies K and L through the sugar cans to thé West. Contact with the
enemy was broksn easily, The Battalion Commander led the Compinies to their
new ponitionse (67) '

At the extreme left flank the Battalion Executive Officer with four
michine gans and & squad of riflemen formed & soreen until all units of the
Battalion had passed through the 3lst Infantry position. (68)

At once the preparation begen of orgeanizing the Battalion position 100
yarda behind thet of the 3lst Infantry. The new position extended from a
point 1000 yards east of the Haoiendn at the Hacienda Road, to the south and
southeast &bout 1000 yards through the sugar cane. (69)

Enemy air sotivity became intense as observation and bombing planes
droned overhead continually for the next two days. (70)

Enemy 106 mm artillery fire braoketed tho Battalion Command Post at
two hour intervals for‘ the next two days, Hot fragments showered in all
direotions. A fire waa started in the sugsr oane threatening the entire
position, With a Jap observation plane oiroling just overhead the emtire
Compeny M came out of oonoealment md extinguished the blaze im &n hour, (71)

Heavy ocutbursta of delayed fuse fireorackers popped on all sides day
and nightes The hostile rifle fire to the left front and the fireormokers in
811 direotions sounded almost identical, (72) | |

A Filipino driver repofted- that ‘while his half-ton Weapons Carrier
was parked in the Mango grove at the extrems right of the Batitalion position
it had been stolen, An American soldier of tha 3lat Infantry walked up,
Jumped into the truock, and rapidly drove away to the east, Neither the
truck, the load of smmunition or the soldier were ever seen again, (73)
(87) Belf. Personal oonversation and ocbservation.

(68) = (73) Al)l references after observation or oconversation with persons

ooncerned, . o
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The 3rd Battalion 45th Infentry (P.S.) had beer on:the ¥ L R and on the
‘extreme left; tt was withdra'n\ through the gap between the 3rd and lst Bat-
talions 3lst Inta;ntry (UeS.) and placed in 3lst Infantry reserve, It made
seversal counter-attacks to stop the enemy who wes making determined efforts
to penetrate the gap. (74) |

It was now evident that the M L R in the 5lst Division (P.A.) Sector

oould not be restored by the Philippine Division, (76)

THE WITHDR&ML FRG[ THE LBUGAY H&CIEND& POBII‘ION T0

On 22nd Jenuary Ma jor Gemeral Sutherland, Chief of Staff USAFFE,
discussed the situation with General Parker, deoided that withdrawal fram
the Abucsy - Mt. Natib pos:lt:loﬁ was essential,

The resesons for the withdrawal at this time were apparents |

(1) Disintegration of the 5lst Division (P.A,) had left & gap in the
main battle position for six days. |

(2) Failﬁre of the counter-attack of the Philippine Divisien to
re-es'bablish the M L R within the blst Division (P.A.) sector,

(3) Unknown strength of the enemy that had penetrated into the Abo-dbo
river corridor through this gape |

(4) Loas of contaot between I &nd II Corps.

(6) All reserves of the I and II Corps had been committed except
elements of the 3lst Division (Peka)e

(8) Possible enemy envelopment of the Abucay-Mt. Natib posttion tims
mking & later withdrawal impossible,

(7) The enemy wes in the rear of the Main Battle Position in the I
GCorps Beotors (76)

The II t;.:orps plen of withdrawal waas

(1) Heavy artillery and servioe installations to start withdrawal the

(7T4) & (76) Ref, No, II ps 34
(78) Roefy Nos II pe 37
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night 23«24 January, to be ocompleted daylight 26 January,

(2) & oovering force to be established along the general line Wawa =
Cupang = Banl =~ Guitol. Withdrawal of covering foroe troops to this line
to start at 19100; from this oovering force line to the new battle position
at 231303 to bé completed by daylight 26 January,

(3) A shell oonsisting of one rifle oompany end a platoon of machine
guns from each front line Battalion, and & battery of 76 mm, guns from ,eaoh
front line regiment to start withdrawal at 03500 26 January, (77)

During 23rd and 24th January the 3lst Infantry reported inoreasing
pressure ooming from south of the Haclenda, All morter smmunition was
exhausted. 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry mortar developed & cracked collar
olamp, so the remaining twenty rounds of morter emmunition were taken to
Company H 31st Infentry. (78)

One Battery 24th Field Artillery reported to Commending Officer 3rd
Battalion 45th Infantry, and fired several missions on 23rd and 24th
January. (79)

THE 31ST INFANTRY (U.S8.) PIAN OF WITHDRAWAL 24 JANUARY

During the mid=afternoon 24 Yanuary Cammending Offioer 3rd Battalion
46th .Infantry was called to the Commend Post 3lst Infantry. A withdrawal
wep ordereds

In accordance with general withdrawal ordered from the Abucay-Mt.
Netib battle position to the Reserve Battle Position on the Bagae = Pilar
Road the 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry would organize & soreen in its present
area, The two 3lst Infantry Batt&lions in the front of that area would

break contact with the enemy and withdraw through the screen at 203500 that
| night 24 Jenuary. A soreen oonsisting of tenks only would be in position
8000, yarids to the east. The 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry would pess through
the tanks, and proceed to.busea which would be waiting, by 05:00. After

(77) Ref, Noe II p. 38
(78) & (79) 8Self, Personal kmowledge and ocbservation
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03300 the tanks would fire at anything that moved. (80)

Orders from General Wainwright's I Corpe Heedqusr ters were reoeived
23 or 24 January, The 46th Infantry Regiment would revert to I Corps upon
withdrawal, and would proceed to Bagac. (81)
Notez Though it is used ordirerily in a somewbat different manmer, the
term "Screen" wes used by the Hetdquarters and persons concerned, to desoribe
the delaying force in this action,

SRD BATTALION 456TH INFANTRY SP.S.! PLAN FOR WITHDRAWAL
OF THE SCHEEN = THE RETJREMENT 24-25 JANUARY

The Commander 3rd Battalion 45th Infantry decided to use two companies
in ths gereen. The order was givens

Companies K, M, Battalion Medicel and Headquértera Detachments, &nd
all trucks, at 21400 would prooeed Eest on the Hacienda Road from the meerby
Mango grove, then to the former bivouac éroa near Kilometer Post 147 on the
Filar~Bagac Road. _

Company + ‘on the left and Compeny 1 on the right would orgsnize &
screen axtending to the ieft and to the right of the existing Battalion
position,

At 20400 3lgt Infentry troops would withdraw through the Battalion
position,

The 3rd Battalion 45th Infentry, less the retiring Column, would slowly
withdraw fighting & delaying aotion until 03:00, At thet time the Battalion
would pase through a soreen of tanks 3000 yards to the emst, Buses walting
on the other aide of the tanks would oarry the troops to Kilometer Post 147
where the Battelion would bivouac, (82)

| About 16500 24 January Japanese pressure became heavy along draws
leading into the position from the weste A substantial fire fight was in
(803 Self, Informed by Bn ¢ O at the time,

(81) Ref, No. III
(82) Self.
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progress, At 18100 & hot meal of ocooked f:l.oe was fed the 3rd Battalion on
the positic;n. At 19300 troops began to leave the 3lst Infantry position,
running to the rear through the troops of the 3rd Battalion 465th Infantry.
At 20400 the 3rd Batialion 46th Infantry had taken over the fire fight almost
as planned. Same Compeny K troops could not break contact as & full Jap
night attack was launcheds At 21300 the Battalion Executive Officer led the
retiring column to the Pagao-Pilar Road rendetvous, the truoks by way of the
Eagt Road, and warching troops by way of the Back Road. (83)

Burning straw piles and Nipa huts dotted the area for miles:as

infiltrating Japanese sought to disorgenite the rear areas. (84)

| In the dek ying foroe, the partioularly dark night, flurries of“;heavy
firing,._and similarity in height and uniform between the Japanese and our
own Filipino soldiers presented problems in controlling the maneuvers of
the two Campanies. But the solid defense of the sharp-shooting Philippine
Soouts slowed down the Jap rushes, . (86)

Armed only with a pistol, and wearing an old khakl ocap instead of his
helmet, the Batislion Cammander worked up and down the soreen and kept the
two Companies working together. About six hours later he brought his entire
foroe through the temk position to the east. (86)

The promiged buses were not available., The retirement by marohing by
wey of the Baok Road and the Bagac=Pilar Road was & forced mirche The miles
of road were oovered with retiring troops, but no bawbing was seens The lmst
of the 3rd Battalion troops reached the bivouao at Kilometer Post 147 by
10500 25 January, (87}

" "The withdrawal which had to be effeoted by the morning of January 26,
had an obvious PjrpoBe, It moved the I and II Corps back to less mountaincus

ground, relieved:the pressure on Parker, and got us away from that infernal

83) & (84) B8elf,
86) & (86) As told to melf by C O Co. I 25 Jamuary 1942
Belf, Personal observation,

(87
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_mountain whioh separated our Corps in the first position on Bataan," (88)

(88) Ref. No. I p. 62

ANALYSIS, CRITICISM AND LESSONS LEARNED

For analysis the operation mey hest be d:ITvi.dod into two phagess First;
the move to the bettle position 16~18 Januery, and second; the oountere
attaok and the defensive maneuvers at the battle positions The first phase:

I, About the delay in diapatohing the 46th Infantry Regiment to Mt,
Natib, Though it must be noted that the threat of a Jap landing on the West
Coast of Baﬁan, whioh aotﬁally materialized about 22 January, could have
beor't‘:a'e'bsrmining faotor in keeping the 46th Infantry et Bagac until 15
Jamuary, the reocord must show that the Reglment was f:l.ntll} dispatoched to
the II Corpss The conolusion must be drewm, then, thet the dispatohing
a.\ithority was either unaware of the situation on the M L R or, being .awa.re
of the need for the Reéiment in two different pleces at the same time, was
unable to came to the correot decision until quite hté.

LESSON LEARNED - Promptmess. A good decision made too late had already

lost value even before sotion is taken,
Iis Then, when the desperste need for help wes recognized on 16
Jamary, three-and-2-helf days were spent traversing the comparatively
. short distAnce to the battle positions The attempt to maintain the secreocy
of night march¢s over unfamilier, ummarked, broken country, was :jinally
ebandoneds The lest frantio march to the actual battle poaition gave up
all pretense to cecrecyes One notes that:l‘}n.paneae Air Foroe was not inter-
ested im bombing marohing foot troops 17-18 January in the I corps._\
This abandened plan for seorecy cost the 46th Infantry ocounter=
attacking foroce two dayb time and the loss of & possible cow~ordinsated atteck
of two regimente, instead of pileceameal sattaoks, Had ths Regiment lef't Bagao
by daylight 16 January and reudezvoused with the 31st Infantry (U.S.) prior

to the attack, a coordinated counter-ettack of possible succees oould have
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been made by noon 16 Jamuary., The following might have been avoideds |

gl) The piecemeal desperation attacks of the 3lst Infantry Regiment
on 17 Jamuery, of the 3rd Battelion 465th Infantry on 18 Jlnuary,' and of the
lpt and 2nd Battalions 46th Infsntry on 19 January,

(2) The bogging down and frittering awey of the units of the 3lst
Infentry prior to the arrival of any assistance on the battle position, When
help arrived the 3lst wes spent.

The advantages of ordering a night march over a day march when the
enemy controls the sky are obvious. But .:l.n an emergency the logistics table
mugt be oonsulted. The deo:l.a:l.qn, now, is not so obviouss The decision to
permit troopas to slewly creep fomrdl at night when extended marohing order

during the day would save precious time, proved faulty.

LESSON LEARNED - When emergenoy dioctates, handbooks must sometimes be

pushed agide and risks faken.

e o BT

III. The appro&ch march was made in & vecuum from informetion of the
enemy. By mere chance two hundred members of the 3rd Battalion‘'s second
oolumn were diverted from the tragedy of walking into an ememy position on
18 Jenuery,

The abasence of markers, signposts, or human guides in the II Corps
&t the time that large organizations of troops were blundering about overl'bhe
unfemiliar terrain, proved & costly and serious hendieap, It ahoulf:l not be
o.-;oo great demand on & Corps headquarters to provide a helf-dozen guides
with aié;na s Or to provide one guide in a jeep to lead the way,.

LESSON LEARNED = Efficient troop movemente require preplanning, and

close oo=aperation with the moving units while on the Lo

T i

IVe A good map e:r::l.lrl_;ed. Coples had been issued to a few units of the
Philippine Division, But most units had mere sketches, bBduewprints or
gasoline road meps. The difficulty of co-ordination between units, due to
other osuses of terrain and situation, wes inoreased by this laok of a

stendard, reliable map. The possession of adequate maps by higher head-

28

990



quarters alone is not suffioient.

LESSON LHARNED = It is a reaponsibility of oomnand that a.dequata neps

be availabla for all eohelons ~down to. the platoon.

[

The seoond phase, the oount.or-at'taok and defensive maneuvers at the

E’.attle positions

Ve Desplite the laok of information of the ememy or of the terrain, the
initial counter-ettaok was ‘mide with no reserve against ean eﬁcmy whioh could
have been in position on the ground for four days or mores The Battalion |
Commander used every man and weapon in the organizetion in one strong push’
for the objeotive, the first tim? the troops saw aotion,

The gemble sucoeeded handscmely.

LESSON LEARNED = When oonfuaion existn, with no informetion available,

e P

L quiok energetio attﬁck with everything available somotimn oarriea) 'bhrc‘ugha

VI. The withdrawu.l of lCcmpany- C 3lst Infentry from ths battle poaition
one hour before the established time without advising the adjecent unit on
the left fortunately osused no damage. There was only & loss of oonfidence
in any future olose liai.son.

LESSON LEARNED = The Golden Rule should exist on the battlefield, but

protect yourself at all times, )

Vile The refunal- of the extreme left flank during deylight hours when
enemy pressure wia not heavy oan be oritliocizeds A& withdrawal after dark six
hours later would have kept the enemy uncertain as to the diaposition of
troops for sixteen hours longer, and would have provided a breathing spell,
a8 it worlﬁad out, the enemy wes pressing on the refused line the same after=
noon of & mid-afterncon withdrawal, troops unprepared.

LESSON LEARNED = When at all possible hold in the position until dark=-

ness, then withdra.w.

o A AT S

VIII. The lerger-than-ordered delaying foroe worked out as ordered.

The force was ready 8nd took over the acreen function shortly before sohedule.

29

J7¥



Several decorations were won during its operation. The officers and men
ooncerned deserve high commendation for executing & diffioult but suocessful
operation gnly six days after their first being committed to battles

Two other 'Batbalions which were in another part of the nsme operation
(Cota C and F of 45th Infantry) had organized screens of only one rifle
oompany each, The Japs infiltrated through them and out them off behind
the Jap lines, The Commending Offioer of the 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry
brought baok his troopse

LESSON LEARNED = (1), Troops of high morale amd good training require

but one good firefight to emerge as oombat veterans of considerable resource,

(2)e The problem of the number of tr60ps to use in & given operation
mey be solved most economically by occmmitting more troops and by having &
greater percentage of them return te fight again,

IXe The! 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry attaoked at the Natib Hacienda
without any support whatsoever. There was no Artillery, no Air, no Engineer,
no Navy, no Tanks, no G=-2, no Corps, no Diviasion, no Regiment, no food,.

The Battalion had to attack to reach its assigned Line Of Departure,

While attecking to the front it was vulnerable to the rear, |

The ordered frontal attack wes made in mid-day, through suger cene over
has;d-high, whioh gave a false sense of seourity to & unit in its first
skirmish, againat en invisible enemy whioh had had control of the terrain for
four days.

The troops were hungry and tired, the last meal was eaten 25 hours before.

The Battalion Jumped off, met resistance, pushed on to gain its
obJective, taking casualties as it edvanoced 1800 ymrda,

The lack of long~re&nge pre-planning on a higher levsk; the ocongequent
laock of olose co-ordination between units of the seme attacking foree; the
confusion &nd final gresping-at-straws as & result of ordered missions which

were impossible of acoomplishment in the time ordereds All these cumulative
30
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shortoomings oan be overcome on the battlefield itselfs

During the three-and-one~half days lesding to ite first battle a2otion
the 3rd Battalion 46th Infantry had been under orders from five hoa.dquarters!.
The 45th Infantry Regiment, The Philippine Divisien, The I Corps, The II
Corps, and the 3lst Infantry had all told what to do. When the Battalion
reached the attack position it wes finally being run by one RESPONSIBLE
headéuarters. At Battelion level it was posaible, finally, to have order;s
glven and to see them ocarried out without having to submit them to the
killing detachment of offiojeal lialson,

The dependability of the worthy Philippine Soout in & emell unit;
under the'agres:l.ve leadership of & low-ranking Field Officer; in but little.
mere than three hours cf viotoriou; combat; made_up_ j.n some mesgure for
the .mmbling about of the prewious three days. |

LESSONS LEARNED = Small unitas win the battles. |
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