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oPERATTOMINOF THE 3D BATTALION, 503D$£A’GHUTE

- INFANTRY REGTMENT IN THE TANDING ON CORREGIDOR,

~ P.I., 16 FEBRUARY - 2 MARCH 1945 ,
(LUZON CAMPATGN)

(Peraonal Experiences of a Battalion Staff Offioer)

' ORIENTATION

* INTRODUGTION
_ ~This monograph is an account of the. operations of 3d Battalion,
. 503d Paraohute Infantry Regimont, in the landing on CORREGIDOR
_ PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 16 February to 2 Maroh 1945,
| In order for the reader to be given an appreoiotion of'the
aituation,prior_to_tho'airborne assault against CORREGIDOR, it
‘will De nooessary to disooso briefly the major events,which led up
to this operation, o | o
) Organized resistance on the iglands or IEYTE and MINDORO had
ceased by the end of Deoember 1944s On 9 January 1945, forces of
_United States 81xth Army landed at LINGAYAN GUBF, LUZON ISLAND,
- quiockly secured a beachhead and puahed_inland. By 3 February 1945,
apearhoads of theso fofoes_had'feaohed the northern and eastern
l'outskirta of MANILA (See_ Map A) (1)
| United States Eigh‘bh Army units in this seotor, were the 1lth
Airborne Division and XI Gorps.- The former,making an amphibious
on BATANGAS and advanoing upon MANIIA from the south; the latter,
after ‘ianding porth of SUBIC BAY, had pushed south and was now
::driving ealt aorosa BATAAN PENINSULA with the misslon of outting
| the troopa, looated here, off from the rest of LUZON. (_gg_ﬂgg_é)_

- (2) . _ _ ,
As soon as the city of MANILA Was libderated, it was imperative
[tc seoure promptly.the_entrohoe_fo'MANIIA BAY, whioh was goarded

(1) A-l, pe 1



by OORREGIDOR IQ.ND, if the Port of Manila‘as_ to be utilized.
X Corps, Eighth Army, was essigned the mission of oapturing
this-island objeotive; howover, this mission fell to 8ixth Army,
after zones of aotioo-for both Armies were'aliooated,prior to the
. operatiooe The overoll plen contemplated an overland gttaok south,
' to'olear the east coast of'BATAAN' an amphibious assault on
'MARIVEIES and ‘@ oombined airborne-amphibious assault on the island
of GORREGIDOR. (See Map ) (3)

THE GENERAL SITUATION
| ~ With the landing of I and XIV Corps, the eneny combat units

were all oaught-in movement)with the exception of the 234 Inrantry
' Division to the southeast of the beachheed, in the Central plain
- of'LUZON; and the 58th Independent mixed brigade - tweﬁty five
miles n-'or'th of LINGAYEN GUIF, The Jepenese 10th and 105th Infantry
'Divisions were 1n the MANILA area, (See Map A) (4) '

| Elementa of the U.8. Eighth Arny approaohins MANIIA from the
south and U.S, Sixth Army-units from the north and northwest, had
- glven early indioation toward liberation of tho oity. In geining
control of and olearing IUZON -- the PHILTPPINE ISLANDS would |
| provide oases forofuture ope:ations against:the Japaneée homeland, -
(5)

~ on 29 January, troops of General Hall's XTI Corps, under |
strategio direction of Eighth Army, landed on the west ooast of
LUZON, near SUBIC BAY, meeting 1ittle opposition. They drove
east across the neok of BAEAAN PENINSULA as 1t was believed the

Jepanese .troops, in ‘this erea,would ‘endeavor to follow-the

(3 A-2, D 1
LY A~3, p. 78
(5) A‘ls Pos



identioal o_oure‘dopted .by the hard preese‘roop uﬁdor General
_Wainwright in 1942, This course had been a general withdrawal of
-troops from BATAAN and MANILA to the fortress of CORREGIDOR ,with
a ooneequent inoreaee in the defensive strength available to the
commanderjon_GORREGIDOR. (See Map &) (6) (7)

' ',_Preoeded-by heavy air and naval bombardment, elements of the

38th Division, XI Corps, landed on 15 Pebruary at MARIVELES on

. the tip of BATAAN, (See Mep B) Resistance was slight es our

. eoldiere'advanoed_rapidlY;along'the perimeter:road weet:of MANIIA
BAY, while battle for.the oity still raged;tGeneral-MaeArthur
moved to open MANILA BAY and begin preparation to use this as a
major base of operations for Ues. foroes, (8)

cn 3 February 1945, 503d Paraochute Regimental Combat Team was
_‘alerted_rorla parachute misslon,to capture NICHOLS AIRFIELD in the
vieinity of MﬁNILA;;however, due to the'rapid advance of ground
'fereeeon_ruzom,'tnis mission wes cancelled on 5 February. The
rollowing-day, the_unit was agaln alerted -= this time - for the
- mission of seizing and seouring CORREGIDOR ISLAND! (9) |
DISPOSTTION AND GENERAT PLAN |

The 5034 Paraohute Regimental combat Team was located at

't_snm JOSE, MINDORO where 1t hed been since the amphibious assault

of 15 Deeember 19hh‘ (ges Map A) The regiment at this time,waa
undergoing unit problems and keeping in shape for a pending
mieeion, whioch was always in the offing. Field Order Number 48,
T from Sixth Army headquarters, was delivered & February to 503d

RGT headquarters. (10}

(6) A=3, D. 78

: {7) A-l, ps 2
8) “A=3, Pe 78 _
{(9) A=7, Pa 1 . :
(10) Personal knowledge



In meking 196 plans for the assault ,upg GdRREC—IDOR,_ the

- oommander of the "Rook Force® (officer in oharge of all units

- on the islend of Corregidor,-otherwis? known as "The Rock"™) had
to take into consideration thé,topography of therisland'a'terrain.
The 5th Airforcé_waa called upon, to obtain photos of GORREGIDOR,
end a_tdpographio rellef model of the island, mede by a GHQ
Enginee:_topographio'unit,_was set up near Regimental heedquarters
and oonstantly remained upder guerd, (11)

Firét, the regiﬁental ataff, elong with the battalion com-
manders, were briefed on ell points known, regarding the mission.
Eaoh battalion commander briefed his staff and oompahy commenders;
and the letter, briefed company officers. A time schedule was put
.into effedt,'whereby, each platoon leader ocould brief his platoon,
- on all detalls pertalning to the operation, In thié mahner; every
officer and man was thoroughly indootrinated,as to the mission, (12)

At this_time, it is'best t0 give a desoription of the island.
The-island is approximately one square mile 1n arees and ia‘divided
 1nto two main sectors -- "Topside" and ﬂﬁottomside". "Topslide” --
on the ﬁestern end'of the'island,-ia the highest terrain featufa.

"Bottomside" ~- is that portion of the island lying just west of .
MALINTA HIIL. (See'map_- C) MALINTA HILL rises to a height of 350
rfeet and is the dominating terrain reature,on the eastern part

of the island, The l1sland is hounded by shesr oliffs and in meny
places rise to 500 feet from the wabers edge., The only open
terrein on the 1slend is on "Topslde", which ocompriges the

‘perade ground and the golf courses (13)

(11) Personal knowledge-
(12) Personal knowladge
(13) A-6, APP. A - Annex 1



Aeriél reco!a:].ss'ance flights_ were.made)..l.n order to mske &
oiose study of the lsland,for possible drop aresas. By studylng
the maps of the island and the results of flights,it was disolosed
there were three possible landing areas, Two possibilities were
on "Topside" whioh were the parade ground and the golf course.
The'rormer ﬁas approximately 250 yards by 150 yaxrds, and the latter

~a little longer, but of the same width as the parade ground, (14}

Another feasible drop area,was an unused emergenoy.field,
known as KiNDEEY, towards the tail of CORREGIDOR or the eastern
end and juét north of MONKEY POINT. (See‘Map ¢) This was
eliminated as a'ppssible parachﬁte landing zoné; aé it wOuld
achieve nothing more than ocould be achieved by an amphibious
asaault} The explanation.qf this was, if troops were dropped here,
théy would be exposed to enemy fire from high ground athDNMEY

mﬁE;L,and MATINTA HIIL; elso, attack from this area would havé to
move agalnst hedvily prepared positions. (15)

The deocision tq'drop-on the parade ground and the golf course
‘wes made; The former was designated as "Field A" and the lattér |
desisnated'as'"Fiald B*. Neither field was or'obuld be classified
as an appropriate Jumping field; besides, both were too small to
pro#idé édequate space for landing, JIn addition, these areas were
littered with wreckage, bomb-craters and tree stumps. Another
hazard which presented itselfrwére the steep cliffs which
bordered-fhe drop zones. (16)- The two combined provided the

‘smallest area into which.an air drop of ocombat troops, in any
number,‘nas yet been made., '(17)
(14) A=5, D
- {15) A-5, p.

(16) A—Z-, Pe
(17) A-5, Ds.
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- During thi.reparatory phase, ell off‘rs and noncommissioned
officers, who were to be Junpmasters, mede reconnalssance flights
-~ over the islan@_in B-24's, whioh were on their regular bomb run in
fhis:area. “In this manher,_eaohljumpmaster was able to acqualnt
himself to some degree, with the terraln and to obtain a view of
his partioulaf "go=polint® (a distinguishing terrﬁin feature-uéed
by the Juumaatér as a guide)., (18)

It was now'necebsary to coordinaté with the air and navy
poweré,in regards to softening up the island prior to the aiiborne
assault, Thé air support phése of CORREGIDOR hed started on 23
Januery and by the day of the alrborne aséault, 16 February,

3,128 tons of bombs were dropped. (19)

GORREGIDOR was subjeocted to the heaviest and most extensive
aerial'pounding,to which any area of oomparable 8ize (less than
one square milei had been subjected during the entire wer in the
Pacifio. (20)

On the day of fhe assault; oontihuous alr pounding was set
up to precede and cover the parachute drop -- scheduled for 0830,

. An indication of elr support,given the morning of the drop,was a8
v.followa: from 0745 to 0800, a group of heavy bombers dropped 260
pound frgémentation bombs -~ each plane cerrying 40 bombs, After
0830, the support was confined to areas outside the drop zones
‘and east of the established 'bomb-line'; from 0830 to 0930, two
groups of Apzb's covered therunrestriofed areas, DBy this time,
the 3d Battaiion”was to be.on'the grdund,and the.air gupport was
then limited to three squadrons of A-20's on the air alert; onme

| prepared to rly smoke missions on call,”and the other two -- to
support the second parachute'drop; (21)

(18) Personal knowledge

(19) A-3, p. 78

(20) A-h, DPs 59
(21) A-2, De 2



The troop oarrylug phase of the CORREGIDOR operation was
.abdompliéhed by the 317th Troop Cerrier Groups (22) This same
group, oommandéﬂ by'Liaufenaﬁt Goional John Leokey, hed oarried
thassosd Baraqhufe Infantry Reglment on previous missions,and the
,taraehuta personnel were all glad that this group, again,wes going
to put us'euf»over the target! (28)

There wére not'enough Uérriér planaa to fly the entire regi-
mentvover the’target”oﬁ-one flight ==~ therefor, the Roak Force
Qommander adopted a plen employing three 1iftss Bach 1ift to
1noludé-a Battg11§n mehat Teame This wss necesassry to imsure
the troops,on the ground,woﬁid have the support to continue opera-
tions,whilé the remalnder of the eirborne foroes were being droppeds
In planning en aiiborne_operaticn,three mejor faotors muet be con-
sidered: (1) number of planes availabls, (2) mumber of troops to
be tfénapgftéd. {3} the distance from the "take-off" point to the
1aﬁaing areas (B4) -

Within the B17th Troop Oerrier Group were & total of 56 O-47's,
which waro a#a11ab1ea (286) fThe first and seoond 1ifts were to be
compoged of bl 0-47'3 aend the third 1ift waé-to have 43 0=47'g,
Rach 11ft_was cepsble of dropping epproximetely 1,000 troops plus
- necessary bﬁhdlesinontaining supplies and equipment,whioh coulé_
not be cerried by the individual soldiergs (26) 1In addition to
the three lifts, 18_0-47'5 were gllooated for deily resupply and
.éa the situetion ceme under control, supplies were to aome in by

boaﬁ from MARIVELES, (827)
R Eelyontyaowl edge
(B4) A-~1l, p. B2; personal knowledge
(26) A=B, Pe 3 '

(26 A'ag pi 4



L Tha firet 11t wes to teke off at 0716 16 Pebruery from
MINDORO and was to oontain the 34 Battalion, b034 Paraohuta

_quantryi reinforeed._ The units to make up the roinforoementa

. were; ‘Battery A and one platoon Battery D, the latter armed with

450 Gal. BMG, were from the 468& Paraohute Pield Artillery Batta-

' -110n,_5d Platoon, Company g, 161at Airbornq Engineer 0¢mpany.

- Détédhment.Headqua:tera.'ﬁosd_Rem gnd D9taahment Hgaﬂquartern.

| 4624 Parachute Field Artillery, The seoond 1ift wes to take off
at 1100 15 nebrﬁary,oemp¢neazef 2d Battalion; reinfarcéa._ The
third 1ift wes to take off at 0715 17 Fobruary,oaﬁpdaeﬁ.of the
1st Bsttalion,reinforoeds (28) |

_ BATTALION PLAN FOR THE DROP-

Mo utilize the two amall drop zanoa, it would be noeeslsry

',xfbr the planae to fly in column. The deaision Bo use eolumn
formation was oauged by 8everal fﬁctors,ef which one. hed alreedy
;Been'méﬁtioned_gpﬁ_the direotion of wind and the velooity of
aamao»'in-farmulafidh'or ﬁhe-flight rlan, 1t was decided té :
: diviﬂe'fhe rlanes into two eoclumns -~ one golumn over each field.
(see Map Cj They were to aome in frem the ﬂeuthweut. with the
leoft eolumn flying over rialﬂ A and the right ealumn flying over
Field B+ Night men were to be dropped on esoh pass of the plane
_gnd‘ﬁhen this phase was oompleted, the planes would ocirele to the
| 1e£t (left oolumn) end right'(right oolumn) and swing around and
join the tail of the eolumna-anq‘aantinue a8 before until all
twenty~four men (fotal in each plane) had Jumped . (39)

| By flying and Jumping in oelumn. to drop the entire Battaiienﬂ
would take spproximately ome hour for the Jump to be eompleted.
IWhoq the pilot of oaoh plane had reached the "gowpoint", a green
iight wonld be turned on, inﬂibating to the jumpmester in the

(ae A."sg PE-'!'d 5
‘ (89 A-E, Pe 4 peraonal knowledge
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- | B ,-w"
rear of the plano?that‘they'-were over the "go<point" and he
oould ju@f.aﬁ anybimes Prévéiling winde had made instruotions
“:ne&pssary ﬁo overy jnmpmaster,to count thrge'atter pasaing his
-f"ge-péint“ and then Jump his mens This "geo-point™ hﬁd been
'vdeeiaed npon in a oonferonno betwoen the troop narrior end para-
- chutse. ntaffsa _
4 control plane was o be on mtation about the drop zonems

@hiu_ﬁlahe'emplbysa voloe redie in the olear with the troop

_qurierg,anﬂ.wqﬁ'éharged with the mipsicne of correcting. the line
”  91 flight, or sltering the count of the jumpmesters. Theae faotors
f'based apon observation of paraohutiata alroady dropped. (%0) ,

| Jumping altituae waa set at 1150 feot above mes 1evels ;Eﬁe two
| arop zones were 580 feet above gea level . »- theroforo,.the'aotual
'__jumping altitude wad 600 feat, ;(31) | |
TEB HNBMY STTUATION o
. Informatiqn,irpm higher intelligence estimated the enemy

~ strength approximately 880; however, no information wes availsble
a8 %o hie soheme 0of defenme. Had the enemy been prepared for a
parachute asaauli, our troops would heve met ptiffer yeaistanoe
"ﬁpﬁn landing: (38) Tater 1ufbrmaﬁion reeeiv6d £rom a agpanead'.

Ldiqrj qﬁd one of the fow priaéna:fg of wer, definitely abated that
"tha;dapanqaé commsnder of all the foraes upon the islend, had besn
warned of the possibility of an sirborme ssesult, This intelligence
|  1n£ermatidn kad been reaeived from higher hoadqnartors. therefore,
€he caﬁmhndor ﬁadi-ahveatimato of'ﬁhe pituation and oamb td the
oonoluaion that auah an attack was not pesalble -=- mainly, duo to
~the terrain, (55)

- (80) A~By Pe
(81) A~B, P
(3R) '.5*5’ De

O o
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, | | | ‘.’

. Aa'iate: eng!Lmed, the enemy's strength was approximately
6,0004 0f this number, half were dimposed on the'defonqe pori=
ﬁetor of "The Rook" awsiting an smphibious assault. mho other
half were loosted in and around the MALINTA HILL sree. With
~ this situation in mind, it oould be oorreotly assumed thet the
_anomy waa adequatelj prepared for an amphibious aﬁaault, but, in
all probability, would be caught tlat-fodted by an airborne |
~esssults (34) |
Another oxample es to what little our intolligonoo foroes had,
- regarding the enemy»on_eonaEGIBOR,waa the oslose comperigon of
! inﬁtallqﬁions on the island in reeent photos with photos of prew
:wg:appiaianoo--e eloarly shows that 1ittle attempt had heen made
to_fqrtify during_tho_Japandgo ooonpation. The Jepanese were

mastera ab gsmouflaging and this waas snother point in their favor
| 5felative'tb'oaneealment} ad they had been alever in aondealing |
., thi development of their defensive organizatien; (36)

Ehe 11ne of departure wculd be from ELMORE ana HILL air-

"'_atrzpn st BAN JOSH, MINDORO, ov15 houra 16 February 194B. (Bee

uap 4)

- The ilight required sbout one haur and fifteen minutea for

8 distanea of 140 miles from MINDORO to CORREGIDOR!I 24 Battselion
- was to aemmenee dropping on tho terget at Field 4 and Feld B at
6850 hourg, D pluﬂ_l. Both drop aress would be properly geooured,
1n'o§ﬂ§r'to_givp prqteotion to the 84 Battalion eoming in at 1816,
A perimeter was'tp be get up goﬁirally;aleng-the 500 feot-oontenf
line of "Mopside". (§se ¥ep ) On D-Day, the 3d Battalion, B4th
Iniaﬁtryiaegimeni reiufoieedrbi 34 Platoon, AT uompany'ana 24

o 34:’ A"s' Pi g
) A+6, App. A - Annex 1
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P;atoon, Csnnon Gompeny of the 34th Infantry Regiment wonld sacom~
L pany 151&tlaq1 when it-ontorqd3the MARIVBLES area; however, the 34
wonld romain sboard landing araft in the HARIVELES'aroa'#nﬂ make
" the amphibioua landing on OORREGIDOR, D plus 1, aftor the airborne
 assault had atgrteﬂ. (36) A bamb and atrafing line was established
' ‘and'not-to:be efossad bafprefioso hours by 5d Ba£ta11enftroops,
' (8ae Hsp 0) The 38 Bettalion wes to support by fire the amphibious
lahding-éf'thaISG Battalion, 34th Infantry at 1080 hours and upon |
iolief of the defeuaiva perimqter by 24 Béttaliqn, BOEG-RGT, tg;
drive eastward towerd MATINTA HILL to effeet contaet with amphibious
‘troopa. (37) _Alab; to advaﬁéo'and“naize the high_gréund appro:;a'
mately 706fyé£ds northeast of fhe old hospital site (sébénhﬁ”ﬂiﬁ
ané the eémﬁanding ground sbout 1000 yards esst of tﬁé'holpitai
sites (3ee Map 0) (28) |
Battalion headquarterl. Haadquartera eompany and H Oompany |

wore to drop on Field A qompany G and Gompany I wers to drop en
Pleld B. (See Map 6) Ae already stated, each field would be
geoured torprefedt_péraehntiqts'ooming in the sesond 1ift at 1£16.
@he.Battalion Command Post ias to be the old lighthéuaa,which wae
iitusted east of tho.pﬁrade grounds., (See Map Q) Immediately,
upon landing and whdn the lighthoumse was roﬁohed' battalion
aommuniaation personnel weuld atart #tringing wire to the "Topaide”
barrecks, north of Field A, whoro headquarters of the Roek Forae
was to be looateds (gee ¥ap 0) (39)

~ * Bech man dropping on the target was to aarry one unit of

'qmmnnitien on hia person,.a¢oordins to the type woapon he was

(55) A"l. Pe 51

(B7) X=6; parsonal knowledga
(28) A=6, pe B '
(59) Iersonal knowledge
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® o
armed with, four *K"'rations-plua two oanteens of water. Ammunie
tion for ﬁhe orew served weapons were to be dropped in bunﬂlgsi
‘Medicsal ald men were to drop with their platoons and the Battalion
Ald Station was to be set up near the Battalion GPy A Portable
Sufgioa; Hospital Ueit waé,to oome in amphibiously, after "Popside"
wag seoured., This unit to be under the supervieion of reéimentalﬂ
surgeon. (40)
| Until the road from the SAN JOSE 1anding beach to "Topside"
_Jwas opened, supply plans eslled for aerial drops, (5ee Mep C)
A8 moationed 1n general aituation. 18 0-47 planes were allotted
~ Zor the anpply missions. -
MOVIMENT TO TE8 LIVE OF DRPARTURE AND PINAL PREPARATIONS YOR THE

The battalion had reveille'at 0500 16 Fobruaryi 4 good hot
breakfast wad served by each of the oompanies kitohena, Last
‘minute cheok-up Of smmunition and fitting ofrthe_paraohuté was
done:by every paraohhtiat.' Truagks pulled into the battzlion ares
-'and moved out with loaded personnel for the airatrips, EEMORE and
HILL; at 0630. Take off time was 0716 and the persomnel loaded
‘gboard the planes at 0700, Eaoh plane's para-racks (equipment
holders under the fﬁaalago) were loaded with artillery sontainers
or ammunition aontaiﬁexa; The lead plane started down the-fuﬁway
at 0715 with the other plenes following suite Eh‘y rendezvoused .
abavé MINDORO and then atsrfed northward following the oogst line
towards thelr db;ootivo. Approximately 8lx miles out £from the
abdebtivé. the pianaa.began_tq fall into their rempeotive flight

dolumna -~ oﬁe for Field A and one for PFleld B, (Bbb gg§i0)' (41)

- (40) Personsl knowledge

(41 Poraonal knowledge
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NARRATION
.'TEE AﬁSAUIT. FIRST DAY AND HIGHT

The two csolumns of planes were ooming in on the abjeotivo

" from a aoutheaaterly direction ( See mag 0) and were over their
targets -~ A and B fielda =~= when the paraeh&tiats began Jumping
at 0880 houra 16 Eebruary 1945. Ax 08e9, tho Planes whioh were
pombing,and strafing the island had lifted their fire from'tho
lgnd;ng arees and began to bﬁmb-and strafe the MALINEA.HIIL areﬁ
wﬁioh woa esst of the éstaﬁlisheﬂ bomb line, (See Map ) (48)
| | On the 1nitial drop,the rogimental sommander, in the eontroi
‘plane, ‘notioed seversl paraohntiatu drifting over the atoep cliffa
and;aomo into the ocean. He immedistely notified the planes fly=~
'1ng’1n columf, to lower the jump sltitude to 600 feet sbove the |
| drap_zanes and for the’jnmpmasters to oount'six =~ instead of
fhree n- afﬁor yasaing the "go-PO1nt"s This was osrried eut and
oahsequéntiy. the persqnnel'hit their landing zoness This 18 the
first timo:our unit had ever used a oontrol plahe, af ﬁuqh, and
it provéd 1te valﬁa a numhor of times, (43) | _
}” A8 mentioned before, Battalion headquartera, Headquarters
Gompany and H Oompany landed on Fleld 4; G and I Oompanien landed
: en Field By H Oompany aeeurod Pield A end I Gompany @ecured Field
| BQ Battalion'headquartera perdonnel moved quiekly as possible to
fha]lighthéuse'to set up the CP., € Oompany moved through the |
;Pﬂriﬁétor‘set up by I cnmpany,,eéatwérd to také’up.poait;ons on R
| ﬁﬁersidgﬂ-te sover aﬁa gupportjthe'ad Béttalion. 24th Infantryﬁf:\
'-ﬁeéimeut;}whkoere ﬁaking an amphidious landing at sAN”Josn begdh

ab 1030 hours. The orew served weapons used to suppcrtjﬁﬁig

{43; A~8;, pe 60 _ N
43 A-B. Ps 63 peraonal knowledge
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| landing were 650 oal. maehine guns from Battery D vlatoon and
 one 76 mm howitzer from Battery A, 4624 Field Artillery Battalion.
- (44).

Taking in all oonsidarationa regarding caaualties on & sombat
Jnmp, it waa eatimated the jump aasualties, on this partinnlar
mission, would run olose to 80 per pent - mainly baoause of the
hezerdous térraiﬁ; however, the aotuasl figure was only 10.7 pei
oent for all personnel who jumped, OFf thie percentage figure -
_ﬁhe 34 Battalionvhad "6 per aent of the cssualties. The faet
that fha aontrdl.p;ane cerreoted the time when iaaving the plane,
and the ﬁind had aubaideﬂ te a Jeaser veléoity, résultoﬂ in 1oss_
_.jump injuries in the seaond 1ift, (4B)

‘ Te effect proper naval snd air suppert, after the asmault had
hwon committed, a detaohment of JASCO (Jaint Asgault Signal Gompeny)
and SAP (anpport Ai:oragt Party) had jumped with the 34 Battalion
and sét' ﬁp. aommﬁniéation immediately with the naval units 1y1ng |
»'6£f shoro and the airorsft in the air and the rear base, (48)
Oompany H, after aeauring tho field, proaeeded to oloar out |
’_ the few enemy looated iIn the enlimted men 8 barrgcke Juat north
of the parade grounds (See Map D) In ono of the roome, one
patrol-diaoovared maﬁy easas.of liquor and sski. A gudrd was
1mmediately put ﬁpqn thié diaéaveryl Up %0 thiam time,engmy oppo=~
sitien in 8ll seotors of the line e&mpanies was slight. The air
| -and naval bomhardmont had foreed the Jepanese to ‘bake cover and
1mmediatoly, upon these. firee being lifted, the paraahutiata

1andoﬂ - effacting oomplete aurpriae.

(44) Pergonal knowledge
-{45) A~7; permonal knowledge
146) A-B, Ps 19} A~7; personsl knowledge
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9ome of the mén in I Oompany had drifted over the steep
| ol1ffs, southesst of Fleld B, (Sea Mep D) They sssembled snd
atarﬁed to movevalong a trail, whieh led to "Topside™, to join
their ﬁnit quickly ss possible. At & turn in the tréil, west of
-~ Breakwater Point, these men snsountered s small group of Japanese =~
smong them e captain.Ijn‘Itagaki. Naval Offioer, who was oommander
of 81l Japanese foroea.upon.the igland, It was sald that he left
_MALINTA TUNNEL, in order to view the 1noeming emphibious landing
'frﬁm Breakwater Point, (See Mag D) The Jepsnese were quiokly .
'deatreyed,with only & alight caaunlty among I Gompany peraonnel{ (47)
At 1030, the emphibioue forces landed on SAN JOSE BEAOH,
-(sdé“magin) @ and I Oompanies supported the landing with heavy
machine guns assigned to them for this mission. (48) Enemy fire,
from the oaves in and around MALINTA HILL and BREAKWATER areaé,
wae quite intensified at the initisl landing, With Naval fire
ﬁéing direated at.enemy poaitions, whioh were facing south and the
&d Battalion g paraohutiata firing towards wostern part of MALINTA -
HILL, the amphibioua ware able to meke & successful landing SAN
'JOSE BEACH had besn mined with 130 mines whioh osused a few
oésﬁaltisa snd loss of some equipment. (49) Pushing forward, it
.wéa not long_befére their objeoctive, M};INTA BI1L, was takene All
ent¥ances to MALINTA TUNNEL were covered with sutomatio fire,

. The 24 Battalion begen dropping at 1215,and by 1230 the drop
wag éempleteda Aa.previously atated, the mission of the 24
BQttalionrwas to relieve the 34 Battalion. fb socomplish this |
with the most expeditious means -- the Battalion S~3 and exeoutive

C(47) A~B, pe T3 A9, p. 178; personal knowledge

{48) A=D, Ds 7° peraonal knowledge
(49) A*la | ,
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officera of eaoh ooﬁpany in the 8d-Battalion aooompanied the 34
Battalion on their drop, thus being able to know the up to date
situstion and aeﬁu@int their oommanders with such and, too, they
‘could effeet the reiief of the 3d more quiokly, | ,

| H Compeny, upon being relieved by 24 Battalion units, imme~
distely gained access to the high ground northeast of the hospital
sites (See Mep D) They were met with 1ittle opposition and
patrbls(wére sent out to'the'west and esst to maintain enemy con-
tacts Slight skirmishes ooourred throughout the afternmoon, with
‘the Oompany fealing.out_the enemy. H Oompany was withdrawn to the
rear of regimental headquarters, and went into a perimeter for the
~nights It is well to notq = @vaery night spent updn the igland,
the companies of 3d Battalion went into perimeter defense. ({50)

@ Oompany had supported the amphibious landings from ppéitibns
_wesf of the bomb lines At 1630-hours; @ Company oommander effaotaq
‘oontaot with 3 Battalion, 34th Infentry, and had his Company im the
old gun poaitions hetween_Sputh_bebk aﬁd Ho:th Dook and to the |
' norths (gee Map D) G-Oompanj do@ménder did not wish to be osught
in the gﬁn_peéiﬁioné at night; therefore, it wes agpanged.far G:
Compeny to withdraw to the high ground, to rear of‘gﬁn poaitions,
(Se9 Map D) and the sres left'vaeant by this move would be aovered
by_bpth G dompany end 3d Batt@lion,_54th Infantrys (61) '

B | OOmﬁany's machine guns helped support the smphibions land=
ing from the.zéo foot oontour line. After being relieved by 24
Bgttaiioq units; I Company, les& one plathon. took up voeitions

“uertheast eibFieid B and generally along the 260 feot contour lines

(50) Personal knowledge
(Bl) 8tatement of Oaptain Jean P. Doerr.
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"1st Flatomn, uompany I, was betwaen F and D Companies, aa Battalion
with misaion of oovering enemy approachas leading into aouthwest
portion of Field B. ‘(aee_Mag-D) Towards dusk, I 00mpany a5 &
Whﬁlei was withdrawn to_within the perimeter set up by ad Battalion;
This was done in order to give I Uompany a little rest, as the
- battéiion_QOmmandei had them scheduled foi an early morning attaok
téwa:da Breskwater Poiﬁt;' | |

- The battelion oommender called his sompany aommanders to
report to_the aP at 1700 hours, in :agardn to orders gnd misslons
“for the following dayes G Qompeny was to hold their ground, send
out patrola and hely aupport the landing of the lst Battalion, |
505d Parachute Infantry, whioh was msking an amphibioua landing at
;1345 haurs 18 Februery. The Rook Foroce Gommander had requested XI
',Gorps for permiaaion to bring his lst Battalion in amphibiously, |
g8 the 24 and 34 Battaliona of the 5034 and the 3d Battalion, 34th
Infantry had the mitustion in hand, and 1% was no use inourring
more Jump injuries if it ocould be mavoided. His request was manc~
tioned, (52} H Qompany was to have as 1ts objeotive -- MORRISON
'EIZ%. (See Mep'H) In the attack, Gompeny B, &0 Battelien would

' support by fire from their positions. I Oompany would abtaok

towarda BREAKWATER POINT areé and glear out all enemy; slso, to
-saallall caves with hélp from the demolition sesction from regik
ments (Hee Map W) (53)

Hafasﬂing fire'&uring'the night wes mainfained by our
. artillery, in poaition on the parade ground (Pield A, fee May D).
en 11k91y avanuos of appreaohes leading into G and H pasitions.

(53 A=g, s 7-8; personal knowl edge
.(55 Pergonal knowledge
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The two navy destroyers, supporting the ground troops, illuminated
~the entirs island oa oall, ﬁith illumination shells., (64) @
Qompany ooocupying the high ground astride the road, k1l1led sii of
._thé enemy who were tryiﬁg to infiltrate their positions. (55)
H Compeny also had enemy trying to infiltrate their positione
and had undergone enemy mortar fire gpasmodically during the night.
EVENTS DURING 17 FHBRUARY |
' H Company took off at dawa, 17 February, and launohed a ooﬁf

ordinsted attack against the queotivg -= MORRISON HILL area.
Compeny E supported H OOmpany with machine sun'fire,until the
latter oompany reached the objeative. This important terrain
feature would well héva aided the enemy defenses, but, it wes
only 8lightly defended and by 1000 hours E Company had_seaured
the aress (56) | |

 Due to the rugged terrain end the few trails svailsble, I
Company made their attaak with oombat patrols «- one patrol on
thé:high gfound running parallel with t%qiﬁig;}g,and another
- patrol following the trails. The trails led generally to the
goutheast end to the #1oin1ty,af Breskwater Point. All day 10&3.
ikirmiahea‘wegé'hald and even though the enemy's total casnalties
werb'muoh greater =- I Oompany had inourred a number of cassualties

in and around the entrances to the meny oaves they came Upon.

.. The jrocpers found, while they were aovering entrances to oaves,

i they would be firad npon from another dirédtion. This meant,
~ when attacking e nﬁmber of oaves, they must look around for other

exita., Also, they found out that the oaves in many instances were

(54 1*5" P 8 . : '
{BE ftatement of Captain Jean P. Doerr

B6) A-2, p« 10; personal knewledge
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~ 80 located that one osve covered snother, It beocame S0P to expest
& oavs or porition of'some type at every Peﬁd_in s trail. Then
'againg'itwéa found thet the Japanese wquld sgerifioe 1engifields
of fire,in order to géin oencéalmentg At 1630 hours, I Oompany
took up position on the perimeter between B and D Qompanies, B
' Bﬁttaliona | | o | |
| At approximately 1345 heura, the lat Battalion. 505&. ‘which
had flown over the ialand earlier in the day, dropping their aupply
bnndlea. oontinnsa on to aeirfields in the EATAAN area where trang~
poitatiqn met ths personn91 and Joaded them on,Aﬁtaok Personnel
Dehtroyera, As the LOVR's ‘approaohed Sen Jose Beach, they were
“fi¥ed upon by.enemy'automatiq weapons faoing seeward from the caves
amongst the eliffs, The ships withdrew out in Osbello Bey,and the
| navy destroyers fired &t these point targets and'olé§¥;d tho way

for the battelion's lending, During the landing,G Company and the

o 33 Battalion, Z4th Infantry supported the landing by firing at

'.'tdrgeté which_preaehted themselves. The 1lst Battalion moved into
the gene:al:area.whero G Qempasny wes ﬁnd @ Qompany moved towerds
-g&bpsidoq'to take over i,QOmpany'a position where they went into a
perimeter defense. H Oompany went into a perimeter defense in
Eafrison'ﬂill area for the night; ‘Outside of the uaﬁal'infiltra-
tion tactics during tha night, all was fairly normal. (57)

EVENTB DURING 18 _FEBRUAR _ . ,
on $he moruing of- 18 February, the lst Battalion, which had .

gone into a perimeter defense juet north of San Jose Beach, started-
. glong tha_:oad loading to "Topeide™. 'Baaistanoe»was met and de~
" gtroyed and by 1200 houre hsd reashed "Popside™, With the three

(87) -1, p. 64; A~6, Overlay 9
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battelions now obﬂﬂ.‘opéide““, Colonel George M. Jones, Rook Foroe
Gommander; divided areas of raqunaibility gs_fbllowa:“ 18t
Battalion was given the_séuth'and gouthwest; 84 Battalion given

the aroe west and ﬁorth; 5d Battelion given area northesst and
| gouthesst. (Soe Msp E) = | |
Therfirst of mumerous explosiong, to be experienced on the
1sland,hap§ened at 0130_19 February, while I Oompany was in periw
meter defense and the explosion went off while the Company was
over an underground ermensl. Csgualtien were inflioted ubon both

gides, I Oompany had three killed and nine wounded; avidantly

- all the Japanese, who were in the cave~like tunnel, were killed,

a8 therelwan not any atteok following the explosion, 'Iater.'l
Oompany confirmed the faat that 23 Japaneae had deen killed.
_EEEQES DURING 19 ang__;g

On 19 February, H Gnmpany was given the miaaion of knooking

out a Jepanese strong point, whioh wes loeated 1n a deep ravine
Just dovth'of Nofth Dockg_.(ﬂebiﬂag E) The Japanese had eonterted
an 01d power asnd refrigerator plant into s formidable fortresa;
From this fortréaa, the enemy was able to commend & view of the
road leading from the besoh to "mopaide”, deliver fire upon troeps'
- of 34 Battalion, 24th Infantry on top of HALINTA BEILL and also
deliver fire upon G ﬂompany troopss This point was raﬂuoeﬂ,by
leying fire upon the gun ports, thus,kpoping the enemy oocupied,
while gnother foroe manenvered sround fhe flank and rear of the
: Euilding. ‘In thig position, thej.managed to olimd up on top of
the ob:aotive and'pbur oaptured gasoline and 0il down the venti=
'lating shafts. With the deatruotion of this strong-point, the

| -road from the beaoh ta "mopside“ wes now opened, whioch meant that

2
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'¢ur-dead and wounded could be evacuated by the navy; and water
oould be brought up to the troops. (568) With the oap?dre of

this point, 24 Platoon of E Compeny reaeived fire from s large
0aves In.the process of forming & manenver,to refuce this posi-
.tion, the_Japéneéa knowing‘all was lost, set off a powder magazine
whioch kllled .one offioer and three men and wounded five others,
The bodies of the four men killed were never found.

G GOmpany still maintained contaot with 34 Battalion, 34th
Infaﬁtry by having one platoen straddling the boundsry between
the'two unita, .

EVENTS DURING EO IEBRUARY

3d Platoon. Oompany I, waa given the miaaian, on 8O February,

of olaaning up & hazardous seotor below where the exploalon had
teken place in the oompeny's erea the previoua-morning. Thig
seeto: had been under héavy destroyer fire,but. still the Japanese
wdre'lined along the steep‘oliffa;bringing fire upon the platoon
as 1t édvaqoedi A seotion, from the demolition platoon et regi-
ment, had ecoompanied the rifle platoon. Under oover of the
'automatio fire from the 3d Platoon, the demolition orew advanced
upen_the oaves; In destroying these oaves, the following method
was used: Two or three WP's (white phosphorus grenades), & three
gooond bﬁrat-from the flame thrower and a twenty pound dynamite -
'aatdhal put the_finiahing touohes on each oave by olosing the |
ntranoea In two days, the demolition platoon working with I
dompany. aealed a8 many a8 49 caves! (B9) | |
It wes at this time,that one of I Oompany'l patrols disoovered -
five large cavet along the waters edge, southeast of South Dook.

f58) A*E. Po 10
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Haoh oave poasessed Jepanese MQ" boats {aulclide boats). There

; were & total of 19, and some of them were in excellent eondition.
(50) w1th1n eaoch cave were traoka,whioh when laid down to the
water, would_easil& launoh thé_beatd, Theae'badts were made of
ply-wood and would have the Bpace between the hmll and the engine,
rigged up for oharges.of dynemite., The objeoct was to launoh'thasé
bOats frem QORREGIDOR or surrounding shores, and have them ram into
any . naval ships whioch would presont a8 point target. (61)

 BVENTS DURING 21, 22, B3 FEBRUARY

The following three days were uled by the battalion 88 e

| "mopping~up"® phaae._ Patrols from all three line compenies were
wdrking allﬂday - eléaring out small poéketa of enemy in the
: over presant caves. . )

The Rook Force Oommanéer aoeided the resistance on: the western
eod of the island had been suifioiently reducpd,to permit the egst=
ern portion of the island to be oleared of all enemys The Plan was
to let'the'ad'Battaiion remein on "Popslde™ snd adntinue "ﬂeppingd
up"; and to have the lat and &4 Bettalions attack the eastern end
of‘tho islandy Becsuse of the narrowness of this portian of the
ielend; it wes decided to have the battalions attaek in column.

: EVEHTB DURING 24 EEBRUIRY ,
Early on the ‘morning of 84th February. the two battaliona,

with the let lesding, pasaed through the lines of 24 Battaliqn,‘
34th Infantrya' Artillery began supporting the drive frpm their
peaitions on the perade greund, If point tergets presented them» '
éalvea iﬁ éuoh & menner, that it waa»impesaible‘fer'the artillery |
to fire upon =~ the .ever present navy, off ghore 800 to 1000 yarda, :

would support the ground atteaqk.
(60) Personal knowledge

(61) Peraonal knowledge o
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By'1§00 hJQ!L; 24 February, lat_Battalion had estah;ishedh'd
thelr line, generslly running from Inf@qtgyggipt_to_ﬁamP_EQiﬂt.
ThGISG Battalion, who had'beanr"mopﬁing-up“ behiﬁd the 1lst d
Battalion, was to thelir rear.abéut'ﬁoo yards. EH, I ard @
_Qompanies were,in thét order,sorcas the western pert of the
"Peil® and_@ll tying in,to form = perimeter defense fdr the .
night, During'thé dey, numerous enemy were killed in their ocaves,
which were on the waters edge, between Malinta Hill and Osmp Point
on the gouth side and between Melinta Hill and Infentry Point om
the north sides (8ee an F) only eneny actionuin the 34 Battslion
area wore & few Japaneae trying to infiltrate the perimeter; alao,
- below the cliffB in the north sector, one could hear the ensmy
- "Jabbering' aways They were endeavoring to build rafts, in order
| fé esoape from the 1§1anﬂ-and over to Bataan; however, the navy
- were patrolling the waters and the following morning, the navy
~and the air oorps killed maﬁy in the water who would not surrender.
It is not known whether any enamy ever escaped the 131and. (68)
EVENTS DURING 25, 26, 27 FERRUARY = -
By 85 Fehruary. 1st Battaliou had advanaed approximately 800

'yards and eatabliahad their line generally from Oavalry Point to
Monkey Point. (8o Mep F) Juat north of Monkey Point was an under=
géound network.of'tunnels;and it was here that they had met strong
reaistance on Bé February == mainly Prom sutomstio fire, lat
Baﬁﬁalioa“puﬂhed forward and drove the enemy underground, Immedi~
ately; a ﬁér1meter'waﬁ thrown arnund-the antire_ﬂankey Hill'knoil -
oovering all entrsmoes. The Japsneme, knowing they couldn't

esicepe, met off an underground srsenal ~~ which was right ﬁnder -

".463) Personal knowledge
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the entira_lat_g!%talion; In the explosion, lst Battalion

N

The 34 Battalion, which hed been following cloaely the 1st,

'sufferea 196 casusltier ~Q bf these b4 were kiiled; (63)

1mmediatdly. pushed through the 1lgt lines, end pressed the attaek
sgeingt the enemy in vioinity ?f KINDLEY airfiold,whioh was
oleared of mines before the 4ay endeds On R7 Februsry, G Company
' w#e_given the mimsion of olearing the area north of the airfield,
- down tq the waters.édge‘and baqk towards Qevalry Point; H COompany
~ hed the mission to olear érea gouth of the alrfield, down to the
‘weters edge and bsok towsrds Monkey Polzt; I Qompeny's mission
wea to continue eanst and oclear the enemy frbmlthe "pgil® of the
- island. (8ee Map F) I Oompany followed the high ridge line,
Wwhich ran the length of the "ail"s In doing this, they had %o
foilow the anly trail, conaeduentiy. a fow ocasuslties weie
received; however, driviug the enemy from the high ground to
their oaves along the waters olge on both sides of the islandl
It-waa-doa;deﬂ to eplit & platoon and mend helf down the south
ghore end hﬁlf dawn'thé north shore., As thé.plaﬁoon proceed ed
: éaat. Japaneae:90161éra were killed in caves, whish bordered the
- waﬁara.adge. Gut from East Point is a little island knoewn as
‘Hooker Point, A group of the enemy had gone over to this island
at low tide. (Seé Mep ¥) The 1lst Platoon, upen reaching the tip
of the island, ewsited for low tide iy orossed to Hosker Point
R qna.déstreyad'the last pf the enemy resistance on east part of
GORRBGIDOR! | |
. EVENTS DURTNG 2B mnvmr - ® waRon
| During the pariod 8& February o 2 Mareh ~ "mopping-upﬂ

operationa oontinued over the entira igland. 3 March. 001one1_
(63) A~7, p. 3; paraonnl anW1edso
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';Goargg-M.IJOnea met-General MaoArthur and party, at Seuth Doek,
snd esoorted them to "Topside”y Outdide of the neoéaaary‘prqaaue
tions béing teken foriseeuritj; médority of the troopers were
present in formstion when the General ordered the fleg to Dbe
"raised. This was & fitting olimex,to & well coordinated essault

by all arms, whieh began 16 rebruary and ended 8 Maroh.

ORITIOISM

mﬁe-fact that eaeh and every man in the Battelion had been
well orianteﬂlin the.eperation, helped greatly for the initisl
- phese to be successfully oompleted, Assembly points were gone
over and over agéin,untilvthere_waﬂn't any doubt in any person’s
| m;nds .Troopi after'landing,quiokiy went to designated pointérand'
comenced their pert of the show.
-8 O E OF SMALYL oNiTs
The deolsion to drop 8 men . at a time on Flelds A and B was

'Vmadé_~~ even thaugh these 1anding zones were anything but auitabla,
_'as they were-liﬁta:eﬂ with rubble, tree stumps and bomb-orsters.
Whén paraochuting firs#_came into vogue,as a means of oambgt,'the
ﬁain idea or miéaibn wes tbrland small units in enemy held terri~
tory -~ deatroy tho enemy. 1nata11ations and then await for rein-
ioroemantﬂ. However, during Werd War II, airborne treopl were
| bomﬁipteﬁ on laerge 8c0ales,with very few belng onmmitted oq a
‘Battalion lavel.; It 18 in ﬁy'opinion..that smgll unit operatilons
will be uged ta a greater degree in sny future wara, |
s ooean:namxon | |

- 'The elese eoordination between the navy, sirforae and our

ground.ferqes._in & small operation suoh g8 this, is without
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parallel. Goorg!!ation from the time operation was planned,to_&
thé time it was ocompleted, is an exeelient example how our armed
foroes aan cooperate to the advantage of all oconcernsd,. Thé
presence nf.JAsco personnel on the island went a long way 1in-
establishing this well coordinstion operation. The fact that
this was JAS00 personnel first jump from a plane is well in
their favor,

. 4. BENEMY INFORMATION
Intelligenoe had informstion of enemy strength to he apﬁroxi-

mately 850! When operstien was completed, at least 6000 enemy
were destroyed! Aerial photogrephs, taken prior to the assault
“and after oomparison.with\pré#war photos, olearly showed no
ohgnges taking plece,and it wasn't until the troeps had landed
| that the presbhoe of a large forbe of enemy was discovered, With
very little information avallsble relative to the enemy == the
aggault plan for the 34 Battalion wag e¢lesar and eoncise, After
1anding_anﬁ exploiting to north and northeast, & more complete
plan was put into effeot,as oontact with the enemy was mesintained.
6+ SURPRIJE

The element of surprise, which is the perschutists main
sdvantage, worked to perfeotion in the 34 Battalion sssault, The
heavy bombing,which had preceded the assault,had driven the énemy
'1nto,théir caves, thereby, 6auéing the sirborne sttack to be that
ﬁore suocésafui. It was at least an hour before gny form of
organiged resistance wés contaoted By our unita,
| The enemy had adequately prepared for an emphibious lending
and even though warned, had not anticipated an airborne landing

on the island, The Japanese Commander, in meking en estimate of
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the situation, regarding the posgibility of an airborne atiaok,
made the inexousable error by ignoring this possibility. If he
'hﬁd prepared defenses for an airborne landing -- the mission of
Hoapturing Gorregidor might have taken a little longer,
7. ~ SUPPORT FIRE

The enemy entrenched in their caves, awaiting the lending of
amphiblious troops,were not antiocipating fire from "Topside"
‘therefore, with the 3d Battelion, 503d supporting the 34 Battalion,
34th Infantry by fire from "fopside"™, the landing was successful,
8, USH OF CONTROL SHIP
| It was eftimated, in the prewplanning phese, that 20 pef

oent daﬁualtiea would be experienced by the RCT; however, in the
abtual Jump, this per aentageifigure was lowered %o 10.7 per cent,
The use of tha'contr01 ship proved its uaefulnésa,and wes the maln
'_ factér in'lowering the oagsualties 6f the 34 and B4 Battalienﬁ§

9. LOSE OF FNEMY COMMANDER

The Japanese Commander, leaving his command post 1n Malinta

Tunnel,in order to view the amphibious assault and soon afterw=
wards being killed by our men -~ greatly enhanced our éuooesa,
aa'it took thé_enemy 8 long time afterward to become again '
_organizad.
10, REOONNATSSANCE FLIGHTS

The morale faotor was greatly advanced among the btroops,
wheﬁ evefy Jumpmaster waa_given'the opportunity to fly over the
target ares on a raconnaieéance misaion; 6n regular bomb runs,
to view the terrsin and his established "go-point" .
1, gEenosoNs | | | |
| Ax.various times during_the_proceaé of the attack,or when

in a perimeter defense -~ the enemy, belng fanatical, would set
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_off'undefground argenals situsted under our troops. These
violent explosions would cause many csBualties among bu: troopg
4 causlng the attack tp be slowed down to somé degraé.

12. ENEMY FIELDS OF FIRE

It Was found that the Japanese would 1nvariab1y gacriflece

fields of fire in order to obtain gonealment, 1In doling this, he
would let our troops sdvaence up to his position,and then set off
an explosivé charge causing many ossuslties among our troops,
When attacking these oaves, the troopers constantly.had to look
for other exits and cover them,while the demolition orew worked
on the main entrance.

13,  EVACUATION

In the early stages of.the Operation, 1nju:ed and wounded
persohnel at'Battﬁiiqn and Regimentai Ald Stations could not be
.evacuated,until'the road leading from the beach to "Topside".was
bﬁened.- With such o =mall area;containing both our troops and
the énemj, it is quite conoelvable o0 understand that our ~wound ed,
injured and mediosl personnel were under fire & good deal of the
times Upon operning of the road, water could now be taken up to
the troops. o
14 PERIMEYER DEFENSE |

Some pérsons,unddubtediy,would question the withdrawing at
timesof our ‘foroes 1nto ‘& perimeter for the night -- and the
following day push forwerd and retake the ground taken the previous
days BReason for this motive was,Whoever had oontrol of "opside" --

 more or less,oontrolled the situstion.
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16, WP GRENADES - .

7 WP grenades were oarried by all’ personnel who were on comhat
patrols. Ehese werse favorqd over the hand grensdes and were used
1ndividualiy,or in oonjunotion with flsmethrowers and sutomatio
Weapons, | o

16. ORITICAL TRREATN

The enemy feiled, in meny oases, to oogupy, organize and

defend s oritionl terrain festure, Thlg was exemplified in the

"Qarly atages of the opefation -=» efpecially, in the norﬁh seator

of_H'oémpany. |

17, AGGREBBIVENESB | | |
The aggreasivenesa of patrola by always advancing and pushing

- forward, esrrying the fight to the enemy, clearly showed the

oharaoter of the American soldier who possessed the drive, detere

mingtion and skill of men who were doing the aotusl fighting.

LESBON

/ 14 Supervilion is definitely raﬂuoed. a8 a problem, to an
- ea8y task == provided every msn in the organization is well
aoquainted.with the complete situation. -

2. ZXending drop zones, no matter how small or how rﬁggeﬁ,
ean be used suepéséfullyrby airborne troops.
B Tt is recommended, thet speoisl units, such as JAS00, be
f_trained-as'ai:borne pergonnel,in order for thém to anooﬁpany air
asaault.units upbn operations like Qﬁrregidor.' Glose liaison is
neaesaary,hetween ground personnel and aupporting arms (navy and
:airferoa) 12 00ordinstion is to be auoaaaaful.

44 Do not be optimistio,when information regarding the enemy

~ strength is o diminutive figure and with photos not showing any
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notioeabie ochange in terrasin festures -- for the enemy had

’ utilized'his'oamouflage-training to ﬁerfeotien.
| Airborne treepe oan be sueeeesfully used upon smsll
drop areae and effeet oomplete surprise, 1£ air euperiority 18

ained and the drop is adequately oontrolled, waever, upon
1anding, they must expeet enemy eoetaot,Ibr even though the tar-~
- get sres had undergone a tebrifio’bembing ~-= the Japsanese Juet
holed up 1o their oaves 2nd were unharmed, f
/ | -Sa Gommandere, enemy or U.8.; should never make the error
\// ein-ignoxing the possibility of any method of atteak == be it
lend, eea:or aire | |
" In an airborne operation of this type, iE‘EEmggyigable
// to employ airborne troepe to support amphibious troopa in the
 latter's initisl landing phase,
 8¢ Whenever possible, it 1s recommended = control ship be
- utilized -~ espeolielly,if drop aree is. small and preveiling winds
a:e_preeent¢- Recommend carrying 10 per ceut overstrength on an
operstion such as Corregldor. | |
9, A commender, in & defense situstion, should be in immedis
. ate vioinity of his GP,where he oan control all troops under his
v oemmand; Be ocan eetimate the situstion snd formulate his plan ab
‘the OF, by haﬁing.1nformation.oom1ng into him,
| 10, It is reoommended whenever situastion presents itself
v and you heve sir superiority, to have jumpmasters fly over and
view the targets. |
11. It 1s recommended it our troops are up ageinst a |
fenatioal enemy 11ke the Japanese. that they oover enemy caves "
‘and positions from a distanoe rather then closing 1n olose and

8itting on top of & pessidle arsenal.
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1ig. IOur combat patrois. when coming upon trails or oaves,

should be aware, when not reseiving enemy fire, of a possible

'-ebnaealed ambush, or explosives being set off,

13: 1In order to evaouste the casualties, it is advissble to

meke & pribrity on a certain route to be cleared,of enemy,as soon

a8 possibles

14, In terrain,such as Oorregidor, it is advisable %o withw

draw at night and go into a perimeter defense,to insure possession

G Pana e

of the main terrain feature,from which to operate,

16. It wes found out that WP grenades were much better to

'uke,than orﬂinary”ygﬁd grenadeg,when throwing_into shallow caves -~
thus driving theé enemy oﬁt.énd fo destruotion,
16« A force which does not take advantage of a oritioal
terrain festure, only hastens 1taH§e£9at, |
| 17 _Aggfesé;%éﬁésé éhénld be stressed in all phases of

t:aining,aﬁd by commenders to their combat units.
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