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THE OFIQTIONS OF THE THIRD PLATOON, c:‘w E
7TH INFANTRY REGIMENT (THIRD INFANTRY DIVISION),
EAST OF OSTHEIM, IN THE COIMAR POCKET, ALSACE,
22-23 JANUARY 1946
: (ALSACE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Platoon leader)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph is the story of en Amerlean rifle platoon that
fought %o help elear a part of Alsace, Franoe, of a foroe of Germans
who held oontrol of a bridgehead on the western bank of the Rhine River
around the olty of Colmer in Januery 1945. These enemy foroes had held
tightly to their bridgehead since late November 1944., when e lements of
the'Amei'ioan Seventh Army and the First Frenoh Army, together on the
north, and elements: of tha'F:l.:ja'b French Army, alone on the south, had
olosed to the Rhine River on both their flanks. (See Map C.) (1)

Constrioted on the Colmar plains and in the bordering mountaein
country to a pooket gbou'l: 30 miles across at its widest point and 50
miles long at its greatest length (la), with its heart itself in the
olty of Colmar, its farthest outposts dug in smong the snow-oovered
‘.mounta-inoua terrein edging the flat pleins, and its supply route
across the Rhine River eest of Neuf Brisech firm and secure, this
hostile foroe held tenaociously to its bridgehead~---through the end of
November and early December 1944, when all the allied armies were
rolling toward Germeny, and theﬁ through the rest of December 1944 and
early January 1945. During the oritiocal days of the Battle of the Bulge,
this enemy pooket oconstituted a grave threat to the right flank of e
thinned-ocut ‘Seventh Army wh:loh'had had to extend its left in order to
- take over an area of responsibility .from the Americen Third Army when
this latter foroe was ubilized to thrust north into the underbelly of
the German ﬁeaWard.smash into the Ardennes. (2)

(1; A=1, pe197, p.200; p.506; (la) A-4, pp.505-508;
(2) A-4, p.495; A-9, par.138a(1), par.146; 4-10, p.d4
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The actions to be described took place 22 Janug through the night

of 28-2¢ January 1946. The platoon to be followed was the Third Platoon
of Company E, Seventh Infantry Regiment, of the Amerilcan Third Infantry

Division.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In January 1945 the Third Division was in ocontact with an enemy
with whioh it hed been continuously angaged for more than five months,'
ever since its assult landing across the beaohes of Southern Franoe on
15 August 1944, In those five months the division had fought its way
from the Rivlera up the Rhone Valley to the foothills of the Vosges
Mountaine, and then across these mountains in a bitter winter ocempaign
to the Aleatian olity of Strasbourg on the. Rhine River, from where, in
tha letter part of December 1944, it moved to relieve the American
Thirty-8ixth Infantry Division on the Colmar perimeter. (See Map A.)
For the rest of December and the early days of Janﬁary 1945, the
| division ocoupled defensive positions opposite the German forces ihioh
had been built up inside this bridgehead. (3)

In its five months of sustained oembat, the Third Division hed
moved from'the near tropioal weather of Southern France to the ohill
of autumn around Besancon, France, and eventually to the rain and sleet
_ and snow of winter in the Vosges Mountaing. Bitter fighting, partiou-
larly in the approaches to the Vosges Mountains and in the ocrossing of
that diffiocult barrier, hed depleted its front-line companies of most
of the men am officers who had landed with the division in Southern
France. Filled with replacements in the mountaine on several ocbaaions,
the division hed lost many of these men also, (4)

The Third Platoon of Company E, Seve_nth.:[m?antry, was typical of
the rifle platoons in the diviston. By 3 Deocember 1944, after a fieroce

struggle to olear holding forces of Germans fram the western side of

(3) A=1, pe199, pp.126-204; (4) A=5, p.281, Table of Casualties.



the Rhine River in Stresbourg, this platoon had 1o’ in ite ranks
sxaot ly two men who had been with the phtoon on D-Day~=eand one of
these had returned from the hospitel since the platoon moved into
Strasbourg. (6) The platoon sergeant and aoting platoon leader was
 8/8gt. Eugene B. Adams, who enjoyed the honor of being the only
original member of the D=Day plat‘oon not to hafre been wounded or killed |
or to have beoome & cesualty to the weether up to this date. On thie
day, 3 December 1944, three other non=ocumi a84 oned officers of the
platoon returned from the hospital---8/8gt. Rickles, Sgt. Heskitt, and
Sgb. Blum. s/ggt. Riokles immediately took oharge of the platoon,
which had squads of four and five men each. (6) |

Until 20 December the platoon remained in Strasbourg in positions
aleng the Rhine River. During this period the platoon strength was
built up by men returning from the hospital. Most of these men had
beenl replacements at one time or another in the Vosges Mountains. A
number were "retreads®, not at 4a11 pleased at having been moved from
the safety of some base seotion to the harshness of a combat rifle
company. 8till others were middle-aged men, who found the Aléatian
winter hardships of a fexhole almost beyond their physiocal endurance.
An extreme ocase was the returned "veberan", just out of the hospital
for wounde, who approached one of the aquid leaders and asked to be
shown how to disassemble his M1 rifle. This man had been sent in as a
rifle replacement about & month earlier, hed been wounded, and now, baok
in his unit again, had to be taught the rudiments of the weapon whioh
was being placed in his hands a second time. (7)

'-The.ph'boon, although belonging to a regiment old amd experienced
and ocombat-wiee, with many days of fighting behind it, actually was
not a seascned unit itself. Tts non-commisesioned of f1gere pulled the
load of work. (8) .

(6,6,7,8) Personal Knowledge
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Expecting to be oetapulted across the Rhine Rivex.n the vioinity
of Strasbourg, men of the platoon instead were surprised when they were
sent to relieve elements of the Thirty-8ixth Division and beceme a part
of the French foroes. Onoce again the platoon wes back in the Vosges
Mountains, high, snow-laden, blesk, cold. For almest e month the platoon
engaged in the dirty attrition of defensive mountein warfare. (9) It
lost a few men, but in turn geined a few others who returned from the
hospital.

B& 17 Jenuary, when a platoon from a spanking new engineer oompany
relieved it, the Third Platoon had built up its strength to about 24 men,
It had lost its piatoon sefgegnt and acting platoon leader, Sgt. Rickles
(now a technical sergeant), who was sent to Epinal to receive a ocommission
'and several weeks training. Its new leader was $/8gt. Blum; ite plafoon
guide, 5/8gb. Adams (still umwounded, but not long to remain so); its two
rated asquad leaders, 9gt. Heskitt and Sgt. Fox. In addition, two other
men had proved themselves in the mountein patrol clashes and were coming
to oooupy roles in the platoon leadership--~Pfo. Glifford L. Hubbe and
Pfe, Dean W. Spaeth, Of thess men, Blum, Adems, Fox, Hubbs, and Spaeth-

were to be the actuasl leaders when the attack date in Colmar came., (10)

ATTACK PLANS

The General Plan

The attack of the United States Third Infantry Division was part of
‘the oomﬁined efforts of all units under control of the First French Army
to wipe out the German bridgehead in Colmar. Two main efforﬁs ware to be
made. On 20 January 1945 the Mrst frsnoh Corps was to open the assault
with e thrust from the south, in the vieinity of Mulhouée. This oparation-
was to be followed two days laber by a night attack from the nortiwest,

to be launohed by the Second French Corps, of which the American division

(9) A-1, pp.197-204, p.289; (10) Personal Knowledge
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iras_ a part. The initial night asgault in this last ,oa would be followed |
the next morning ﬁy & new blow, when the Premlere Division Infantrie
Marooain (11) jumped off in an attack against the northern Plank of the
pooket, The prongs of these thrusts, with the totel weight of the First
Frenoh Army behind them, were aimed at Neuf Brisach and the German supply-
escepe routes aoréaa the Rhine River in the neighborhood of that town. (12
(8ee Map C.)

The Third Division, in ite asector, waa ordered to foroe orossings of
the Feoht and the 111 Rivers and then to pivot for a slash to the south
aoross the Canal de Colmar, with the view (1) to 1solate the oity of
Colmar 1tself and (2) to seize and hold important terrain features to the
east of Colmar oity, preparatory to a continued attack. (13) (See Map
0s) The Seventh Infantry and Thirtieth Infantry were selected ae the
assault regiments. Plans called for thel Seventh Infqntry to foroe oross~
ings of the Feoht River at Guemar and then %o fight south towards Colmar
olty between the Feoht and Ill Rivers, the regiment to keep its right
flank on the Fecht, its loft on the Ill. (8ee Map B.) The Thirtieth
Infantry, on the left flank of the divisfl.on, likewise was to oross the
Feoht at Guemar, but would continue on east to the I1ll River, whioh it was
also to foroe. The Thirtisth planned then to pivot to the right and sWweep
south, seizing essigned objectives in 1ts zone. (13a)

This, then, was the diviaion plan of attack: the Seventh Infantry
to foroce orossings of the Feoht River at Guemar and pivot south, sweep=
1nlg the area betwsen the Feoht and the I1l Rivers; the Thirtieth Infentry
to oross the Feoht River also and then to ocontinue on east to the T11
River, whioch it would force and then turn to abttack south. (Ses Maps B
and D,)

(11) First Moroocan Infantry Division; (12) A~1, p.204; A=d, ppe626-830; .
£=7, ppe12-13; (13) A-1, p.204; A-5, p«302; (13a) A=B, p.303; A-8,p.308
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. Seventh Infantry Plan .

The attack of the Seventh Infantry was an envelopment. All three of
1ts battalions (initimlly two 4in assault, one in reserve) were to oross
the Feoht River at the same point (Guemar), where they would pieroe and
plunge through the German lines on & very narrow front. Onoe this
penetration was mede, the battalions were to wheel to tho.right, deploy
on line, and then roll south, orumpling the German winter defense line in
an assault made upon that line's flank and rear. i)uring this operation,
the regimental left flank would be proteoted by the Ill River and by the
Thirtieth Infantry on the other bank of thé.t stream; 1its right flank
would be protected by the Fecht River. (14) (See Map B.)

‘i'his was a simple plan, with oﬁious advantages in that powerhouse
envelopment, which it was planned would roll down the Germen lines like a
stesl tape measure that was being wound up or its reel, But if the plan
insured that the Ameriocan reglment would smash into the Germen defenses’
from the flank, it also insured that in the path of these same foross lay
every enemy position, every enemy weapon, and every enemy soldier that
hed been placed on the eastern banks of the Fecht River in two months of
defensive warfare, Men of the Second Battalion (Company E) were told
that the number of enemy would be about 400, a considerable under-
estimation, as events proved., (15)

The First and Third Battalions were dosigmted assault units for the
Feoht River orossing, whioh was scheduled for both battalions on the
south edge of Guemar during the night of 22-23 January. (16) Prior to
H~=Hour, whioh was set at 2100, eaoh of these batta lions was to move ‘one
assault platoon aocrocas the river in order %o seize and secure bridgsheads
for the crossings and t§ furnish protection for bridge-building parties
from Company A, Tenth Engineers, The engineers would erest two foot-
(14) A=1, pp.204~205; Personal Knowledge; (15) Personal Knowledge;

(18) A-1, pp.204-205,
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bridges ("Red" and glue"); and when these were ocnnp’:ed, the First and
Third Ba'bte.liénn were to oross the river and then attack south and southe
east, ‘the ﬂr‘st Battalion to be the right battalion, with its flank on
the Feoht, the Third Battalion to be the left battalion, with its lef¥
flank on the Ill River. (See Map B.} The attack was to be made by
stealth. The Second Battalion, initially in reserve, was to oross the
Feoht River on regimental order and attaok south, taking its phée in
the oenter, between the other two battalions. (17)

Main objeotive for the Firet Battelion was the town of Ostheim,

This was an important mission, inasmuch as Ostheim was to bs the sito: for
s vehlicle bridge, (18) Until Ostheim was seoured and this bridge
built, the fighting battalions would have no armored support in their
ranks, After Ostheim was seoured, the First Battalion was to send nt.
loast one qampany about thres-guarters of arx_nils south, where this oom-
pany was to set up a strong roadblc;ok north of the Chateau de Sohoppen=
wihr. 1In this position the Firat Battalion company would (1) protect its
vwn battalion from any enemy movement from the south snd (2) protect the
right flank of the Second Battalion, which would be passing through the
Rothleible Woods, just east of this roamdblock, (19)

The Seoond Battalion, once it was ordered to oross the Fecht River
behind the First and Third Battalions, was to attack south through the
thi'okly wooded Colmar Forest fo a point Just east of Ostheim, where the
forest ended. (See Mep B.) Here the battalion was to ocross a flat, open.
plain and enter the Rothleible Woods, a long finger of new forest running
south and southwest and occmprising at this point the battalion's zone of
advance. When the southern edge of tho Rothleible Woods was seoured, the
battalion was to have one oompany dig in ard hold this posltion, while
with the remainder of its foroes it attaoked west fram the woods in order
to take the Chateau de Scﬁoppemihr from the rear. (20) 1In its attaok

(17) A=, pe206; Personal Knowlsdge; (18,18) a~1, p.208 o)
anlodg. 8 ) Pe208; (20) Personal
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against the chatosu,hioh Was & lnown enemy atrongh., the battalion was
to receive supporting fires from the Seventh Infantry Battle Patrel and
two medium tanks. (21) These last forces were to be located in the
vioinity of a reilroad bridge orossing the Feﬁht River northwest of the
oh'atc.au. Onoe the chateau wes stormed and taken, the Second Battalion
was to move south again, seiging Rosenkranz and certain important road
Junctions just outside the suburbs of the oity of Colmar. The battalion
was to organize these final positiom; against any possible enemy attaock
and algo was to send strong oecmbat patrols south into the outskirts of
Colmar oitir iteelf. (22)

The Third Battalion, one of the two original assault battallions in
the orossing at Guemar, was to swing southeast through the Colmar Ferest,
| seizing objeotives in its zone. (23) The route of the battalien
oarried it oompletely through the Colmar Farest, Brunmwa 1d (a wooded ares
just east of the southern edge of the Rothleible Woods), the town of
Housgen, and suocessive objeotives to the south, until its final positions,
like those of the Second Battalion, were jusﬁ outside the suburbs of the
city of Colmar. The Third Battalion was to set up blocke against any
enemy armored thrust fram the oity and also was to send strong oombat
patrols to the south, The battalion was responsible te the regimental
oexmander for a report on all avallable orossings over the Ill River in
its area, as well as for malntaining oontact with the Thirtieth Infantry
on the left, on 'ﬁhe far banks of the Ill,

As can be seen from the information above, the three attacking
battalione would have with them no armored suppert initially. The bridges
at CGuemar were footbridges only. The regiment intended to get its
vehioles and armored .ﬂuppor'b across the Fecht at two points: (1) the
site at Ostheim and (2) a second site on the road between Rosenkranz and
S8igolshein, a poitioﬁ which was to be seized and seocured by the Battle
Patrol after the oapture of the Chateau de Sohoppenwihr, (24)(See Map D,)
(21; A=1,p+205; A~8; (22) Personal Enowledge; A-1,p.205; (23) A~1,p.2053

(24) A~1,p.206



During the first phases of the night attaok the rogl‘tal forward
oonmand post was set up in Guemar, near the river, Other elemente of the
regimental oammaﬁd group were stationed at first in tha town of Beblen-
heim, west of Ostheim .(25). This latter group was moved eventually to
th; west banks 6f the Fecht, in a part of the village of Ostheim on the

friepdly side of the river. (26)

g§eoond Battalion and Company E Plans

The broad outline oconoerning objeotives and missions of the Seoond
Battalion has already besn ocovered briefly in the oonsideration of the
regimental plan of attaoke At the time they were to be brlefed on this
asoo.'i:lt, men of the Seoond Battalion were in billets in the town of
Kaysersberg, to whioh they had moved after being relieved (on 17 January)
of ‘thelr early January defensive ;positions high in the enow-laden \foagos
Mountaines weat and south of Ribeauville, (27) (3ee Map B.)

Thege men knew that their stay in Kaysersberg ﬁas %o be short-.-
probably only three or four days---and that at the end of this time they
would bogih a new attaocke Their activity, however, showed surprisingly
1little oconcern for the future, They busied themselves with other things,
All of the men had been quartered in buildings and an attempt was made
for rest and oomfort and rehabilitation, (28) Gas-protective ocapes
had been sacrifioced for window-panes in the bomb- and shell-torn struc-
tures; fires were started whers possible in salvaged stoves; seourlty
guards were limlited to a single sentinel in eaoh platoon or billet and
the rest of the men were encouraged to sleep. Company ldtohens were |
brought up and the men wers fed three hot meals s day~--meale whioh

honest-to«God cooks had ocooked---with the result that nine men eut of

—

-

every ten aoquired a case of "bellyaohe' and the "runs" and had to make
hurried trips to the battalion aid station for a strong dose of paregorio,

(26) A-1, p.207; (26) A-1, p.208; (27) Personal Knowledge; (28) Personal
Enewledge
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e dose which prwedQeffeotive and immediate oure .lost oases. (29)

8o that all these home-c;mforts would not stale the men for the work
whloh everyone knqw lay ahead of them, a limlited training and ponditioning
program was undertaken during this period. (30) Files of men plddded
westward from the town every morning and noon, to muscle-loosening hikes
along the snow= and loe=-covered roads or to small sonle maneuvers and
fire—fighﬁs on the vineyard~stepped hills outside the village,

The Third Platoon of Company E was engaged on some such program also,
(31) It was billeted on the second floor of a large building that had
suffered only slight damage in the battles whioh had torn and soarred and
burned a large proportion of the neighborhood. Its non-;ummissioned
affioers used up many a bottle of insectlclde and many a Ce=ration ocan of
gun oil in smokey attempts at candle=light for their oard game of Casino,

. at whioh partners were changed frequently enough to keep everyone happy and
about even in the won-and-lost solumns. Members of the platoon were re-
laxed: thaj were satlsfied with the warmth and the food and the limited
training and the long nights. of untroubled sleep. '

As a platoon, they were mirthful over an incident which ooncerned
themselves and a platoon aid-men who had earned for himself a oconsiderable
reputation for fearlessness---a hard-won reputation, inoidentally, to which
the man added in subsequent motions. (32) The entire platoon, except
for bne guard, was sound asleep the second night of thelr stay in Kaysers-
be{g when one of the ehemy shells which usually plumped hollowly into far
neighborhoods in search of a 4.2 chemical mortar unit, pounded instead te
an ear=-splitting detoration just oﬁtside the platoon quarters. All the
gag-oape windowepanes were blown in and shrapnel tore ohunks out of the
oellings of all rooms faoing that one side of the building, In the darkness
end confusion whiuﬁ followed, high above the hub-bub rang out one voice,

beginning in the vioinlity of the ald-man's bunk on the floor and

(29) Personal Xrowledge; (30) A-1l, pe204; Pergonal Knowledge; (51)
Personal Knowledge; (32) Eyuwitness
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moving miraoulouslyg into the dark hall and down t.myaterious black
well of the stairs, from which the last syllables floated up to the seoond
fleor;

"The aid station'll be in the basementi®

That no man needed the services thus offered merely made the incident
more lssting ss a bit of anecdote and folk~history of the platoon, ocapable
of drawing & laugh months later,

The afternoon and‘evening of 21 January brought the thing for whioh
everyone was waiting. (33) A1l of the offlcers and non-commissioned
officers were otlled to the oompany CP and oriented as a body on the |
ooming attack. Following tﬁis meeting, the platoon leaders alone remained
behind to receive maps and the detailed oompany plan. In his orientatiﬁn
to the large? group, Captain James F. Powell, commanding the oompeny, out-
lined these points (34) conoerning the battalion plan of attack:

1. The battalion, when it orossed the Fecht River at Guemar and
swung south to teke up its position between the First end Third Battalions,
would attack in a oolumn of cempanies.

2. Company E'ﬁ;u]d be the leading oempeny in this formation.

3. Company E would be the assault company as far as the southeastern
tip of the Rothleible Woods, where it would hold up and dig in until other
elements of the battalion attaoked and reduced the Chateau de Schoppen-
wihr, (See Map‘D;)

4, Upbn oapture of the ohateau, Company E would launch en attack
against Rosenkranz, possibly in coordination with another oompany from the
ohateau area.

5. Ceampany E would continue the assault to the final battelion
objectives south and southwest of Rosenkrans.

At the mﬁeting.of platoon leaders, Captain Powell led them in =
detailed map sbtudy, since no sctual physical reconnaissance of the terrein

was possible. (35) It was agreed that little could be told oonoerning

(33,%4,38) Eyewitnese
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the density of the cgar Forest and of the RothlelbldWoods or of the
obstaoles, German-made or natural,.whioh would be énoogntered. Captain
Powell ordered (36) that initially, upon entrance of the Colmar
Forest, the Third and Seocond Platoons attaok abreast, eaoh with two squada
forward., If possible, this formation would be maintained as far as the
finel objeotive. |
’—_The Third Platoon was assigned the left half of the sector of

advance. (37) To it was attached the company seotion of light machine
guns, with orders that these guns were to be carried well forward end in
a spot to cover best the left flank of the odmpany when it beocame engaged
with the enemy. The platoon was to guide oﬁ the Seoond Platoon, whioh
would be on its right. Upon reaching the southeastern edge of the
Rothleible Woods, the Third Platoon was to maintain defense of the ocom-
pany's left flank and left front, tieing in with the Second Platoon, which
would be in position to its right and right rear, and with the First
Platoon, which would set up a rear defense in the oompany area. In addi-
tion, the Third Platoon at this time was to send a strong patrol soutlwest
into Rosenkranz. |

When the Chateau de Sohoppemwihr fell and the ocompany received the
battalion order to oontinue the atback, the Third and Seocond Platoons,
gti1ll attaocking abreast, were to take Rosenkrans, definite seotors of
whioh were allotted to each platoon, (38) Opoe Resenkranz was seourse,
the same two pletoons were %o advance to the last two objeotives southwest
of Rosenkranz---important road Junotions. Besides taling its part in
formation of a strong roadblock with the rest of the ocompany on the seoond
of these last objectives, the Third Plaﬁoon agaiﬁ was to send out a strong
patrol--~this time south along a main road into Colmar city as far as the
patrol ocould go, with the mission of obserﬁing any enemy aotivity either

outside the oity or inside the oity itself, if the patrol were fortunate

(38) Eyewitness; (37, 38) Personal Knowledge
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enough to get thet g. .

In addition to the section of light machine guns, the Third Platoon
was given control of its 2,38 rooket-launcher team, which at this time
normally was under control of the oompeny cocmmander of Company E. (39)
Sinoe the attaok was to be made initially without any a:imor support,
Captain Powell ordered that a full loed of rockets be carried and that
the rooket~launoher tesms be charged with anti-tenk profootion of the
platoons and of the oompanys In addition, rifle grenadiers were to carry
& maximum mnn‘ber of AT grenades. Riflemen were to carry a full belt of
amunition, plus four extra bandoleers. Every man in the platoon was %o
oarry four hand grensdes~e-three fragmentetion and one white phosphorous.
One day's K-ration would be issued to each man, gas masks were ox;dered to
be ocarried, and white cemouflage suits (known as "spook sui‘bs") were to
be worn, (40) |

Weapons in the Third Platoon inocluded two carbines (carried by the
platoon sergeant, who was also the aoting platoon leader, and by his
‘messenger), four Thempson sub-machine guns (oarried by the platoon guide
end the three squad leaders), and one automatic rifle in each squad,
Everyone else oarried the M1 rifle, with one riflemen in e;oh squad aoting

as rifle grensdier. (41)

THE ATTACK

Dewn of 22 January found members of the Third Platoon of Company E
eating their last breakfast in the safety of bemb~shattered Kaysersberg,
A good part of the morning was spent in thorough orientation of the squad
leaders and their men. (42} Ammunition loads were distributed and the
men spent scme time centriving to meke their leads campaot and transporte
able. To give greater freedom to the individual, both the pack and
oartridge belt were worn on top of the "spook suits", a method whioh
(39) Personal Knowledge; (40) From notes teken on 21 January 1945,
(41, 42) Personal Enowledge
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~saorifioced something of camouflage to the greater ne’of a8y &00eB8S to

»

weapons and ammunitioen. For e like reason, it was deoided not to wear
the hoods of these suits, as it had been proved in the Vosges Mountain
posltions that the various type hoods lasued for protectioﬁ againat the
weather worked a very dangerous disadvantage in hearing ability to the
woarer. = (43)

By noon everyons had stood in the chow line one last time and was
ready for thﬁ move to a oonoentratiop area around Riguewihr, northeast of
Keysersberg. (See Map E.) The platodn was to make this move about 1400
hours, when the Second Battalion moved out behind the other two
hattali.ons. (44) |

Kaysersberg was the initial point for all three bettalions, their
ordef of march being: First Battalion, Third_ Battalion, and then Second
Battalion. (45) While the Third Platoon of Company E was still making
last minute preparations for its meve, troops of the Red (First) Battallon
at 1000 hours orossed the IP on schedule. | Leaving Kaysereberg behind
them, these troope moved east, toward the front lines, as far as road

Junction 229._5 on the edge of Kientzheim, where they turned north towards

. Riquewihr along an unimprwéd road whioh crosses a saddle between the

wooded mounteins of the Bois de Kientzheim and Mont de Sigolsheim. (See
Wap B.) Their movement up this road, whioh in seme places had high banks,
was deteoted from the south by enemy observers, who immediately brought
down artillery fire on the road, covering it from the vicinity of the

junction to the point where the roed disappeared over the firet rise,

‘Despite this fire, the Pirst Battalion moved its troops up and cver the

(45

hill sucoesafully, '

' less fortunate was the Third or Blue Battalion, whioh followed
behind the First at 1230, (46) The enemy, now aware of troop move-
ments aleng the road up over the saddle, were walting and unleashed heavy
(45; Personal Knowledge; (44) Personal Knowledge; A1, _pp.aoe-zo'?,

A=1, pp.208-207; (46) Persenal Knowledge; A-1, p.207
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ﬂre upon the Blue Battalion troops as they struggled up the hill. Most
of the shells landed on either side of the road, eamong vireyards; but a
few fell in the road itself, causing casualtles and same oonfusion, befere
the laat man had passed the danger zone and dlsappeared over the hill.

The 8econd Battallon was delayed seme 1ittle while by the acoident
whioh befell the Blue Battalion (47); but finally it also moved out of
Kaysersberg, to bé subjeoted in its turn to the same interdiotory fire.
The troops hurried up the hill, struggling in the iey tracks left by
vehioles, orouching low as each shell went overhead to plump into the
vineyerds and snow, ocoaslionally hitting the banks as one ocame exception- .
21ly olose. In this fashion man after man successfully ‘negotiated the
8lippery track, past the spol where red blood marred the snow and the
white ﬁamouflage suits on the bodies of Third Battalion men who had been
caught and mangled by shell fire earlier in the afternocon.

Company B, with its Third Platoon in the lead, passed auooe_asi'ully
.up the shelled road and closed into its concentration area in Riquewihr
about 1800. (48) it was already dark b& the time the ocompany reached
this area. | The night wes exceedingly cold and the men had found the
dengerous trip over the Kienbtzheim-~-S8igolsheim saddle wearing on both their
strength end nerves. (49) They sought warmth close to the walle of
buildings and in cellars, small groups finding their way into basements
f£illed with old 'ﬁottles and wlne-casks and straw and the stale smell of
animals and manure. The platmlm moved out about an hour later, when the
bﬁttalion began the maroch to 1ts forward assembly area southwest of
Guemar. The long trek aleng the ioy roads to this assembly area was
oomp letedwithout further mishap, and by 2100 hours the battalion had
closed into ite pesition.

Company E found itgelf dispers:od in a field oovered with lumber. (50)
The Third Platoon began its wailt among the piles of boards, in tho. BNOW,
Eggg ;;:;::;:.sfnowledge; (48) A-1, p.207; (49) Personal Knowledge;



However, the ocld ewgtually led all three squads 'onek sholter ina
huge, hanger-like bullding filled with the lumber. Here the men found
some proteotion, although not much. Four hours were to be spent here,
waiting, while the oold bit desp and deeper. Some of the men finally
slept, gtretcohed out on the beard plles.

H-Hour, 2100, orept past, with few men marking the slow drag of
seconds and minutes. In the blaockness towerds Guemar a few shells fell,
but all else wae silent. Apperently the two assault battalions were
being successful in thelir stealthful orossing of the Feoht River. It was
not unbil nsout 2130 that shelling in the vieinity of Guemar intensgified,
At thig time also an antleairoraft half-track, of whose exisgtenoce et a
nearby position the men of Company E had been unaware, blasted the night
wide open with light. and the orack of its guns, firing 1ong‘range haress~
| ing fire aoross the Feoht, (51)

Gradually, the thump of shells around Guemar fell off=w-there was
left only an ocoasional sound of far-off amall arms fire, craokling faintly
for brief perlods and then dying away. |

Tt was about 0100, already into the new dey of 23 January, When
Captein Powell returned to his company and passed word quietly for the
platoons to get ready to move outs (52) 1In a column of two's, with
five yards between men, the company filed out of the lumberyard behind its
commander and a gulde. The troops orogsed some rallroad tracks and,-
trudged silently down a tree~lined, ice-oovered road. They had barely
swung into the outskirts of Guemar 1ltself when they turned to the right
and, follewing a high, old-fashiened stone wall, were guided by white
engineer tape to one of the two footbridges whioh had besn erected aoross
the stream. The Third Platoon orossed on this bridge, in an eerie silence
unbroken by either ermemy or friendly fire. (See Map D.)

Onoe on the other bank of the Fecht River, the platoon found itself

(51, 52) Eyewitness |
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eonfronted by low-rogs of concertina wire, easlly ordksed, and by an
anti-tank mine field, in which the mines had been hastily laid on the
surface of the ground; where the snow covered them. (63) Dark splotohes
against the snow in this fleld showed where shells or mines had already
exploded that night. The platoon ploked 1ts way eautiously but rapldly
across this mine field and oovered the rest of a wide meadow, to enter the
fringe of the Colmar Forest. Se far the platoon had been following snow-
traoks made earlier in the night by men from the other two battalions and
here in the edge of the woods found trece also, in the silent ferma. of

one or two dead Ameriocens, of the earlier crossings. (54)

Inside the woods, the platoon threw cut two squads on line, tied in
its right flank with the Second Platoon, which had foarmed a like forma-
tion, and began ploking its way through the slosely spaced trses., (68)
Control was diffioult in the thiek woods, Where the snow was deep, the
bushes and small trees demase, and visiﬁiiity poors When the platoon had
progressed about 2560 yards, the men ecrossed a woods road which cut jmmedi-
ately acz;oa their front. (8ee Map D.) It was evident by this time that
e skirmish line of two platoons was impraotloable., The Third Platoon was
having difficulty keeping ite own two squads on a slow-mbving line and
- had completely lost conbact with the platoon on its right. (56)

The platoon leeder immediately contacted the company cemmender and
requested -permiséion to shift his platoon by itself out in front of the
ocmpany, whioch ocould then advance in a column of platoons: This permission
was granted; and the Third Platoon, taking up its new position, switohed
to one squad forwerd and two echeloned to the rear. (57) The forward
squad pushed two soouts out about 15-20 yards, the limit of visibility,
while the rest of the squad kept a closed squad column behind these
soouts, The two rear squads maintained much a column of files, finding

thia the simplest means to advance. As the platoon progressed in a

(63, 64, 55, 58, 57) Eyewitness
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direction almost due south, the forest continued to be as dense as at the
point of entry and the men stumbled frequently among the.snow-covered
-bushes and logs and gullies on the forest floor,

— Sounds of an intense emall arms fight, off to the east in the woods
where the Third Battalion zone lay, broke out. (58) The crackls of
rifles came éharp and olear, with the swift, sudden rap of German auto-
“metic weapons ansgwering, while in the lulls of firing oould be heard the
_eries of Amerioanlleadera shouting,orderé. Explosions and flashes of
* 1ight split the dark off in this area. The Third Platoon soouts showed a
tendenoy at this point to slow down, to find enemy in every half shadow
and snew-bent bush; but the squad leader, Pfo. Spaeth, moting immediately
behind his soouts and sometimes even taklng their place, pushed his squad
on under the trees, unti’i eventually the sounds of oombat were ooming
from the platoon's left rear. A sudden, flerce ocrescendo came finally to
that fir:l_ng—--and then an lnstant, oomplete ailence from the same area, a
silence that told neither of suocess nor of failure for the friendly unit
on the leoft,

Even in a olosed ocolumn, the men of the leac1 squad oould not see moré
than four or five of their companions at one time, while the two irregular
files drifting like ghosts through the trees to the left rear and right
rear were indistinguishable, only a man or two being in vieww---and that
not all the time. FEach man's shoepaos, orunohing in the snow, made the
only gound in his world, until he atopped, when he could hear the same
subdued orunching from the man or men nearest him. - (69) The sense of
being alone in that vast woods was strong upon them all, There was nothing
in that slow-moving handful of shadews to indicate that through all that
lenelineas a battalion was following bthem.

The platoon leader and his runner moved constantly baok and forth in

the lead squed, sometimes with the squad leader and his soouts,; sometimes

(68, 59) Eyewitness
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"in rear of the squad, (60) The men of the platoon did an excellent
Job of teamwork and oontfol ali this time and good progress was made.
About 0400-0430 the lead scout ceme out among the trees along the edge of
a iarge field, (s‘ee Map D.)

The squad leader immediately gave the signal to halt and waited for
the pla'l:ooﬁ leader to join him, (81) The two then made their way up
to the scout, who was kneeling ﬁilently beside a tree leoking out into e
white gloom that gave no indication of definite size, just simply a feel-
ing of emptiness and vastness. The advance asquad was brought up and
deployed on the edge of the wooda, Beocause of the poor vieibility, flank
men were warned te remain silent and to listen for any sounds of possible
enemy. (62) One man was then sent caubtiously out into the gloom ef
the field as forward security; he took up a pesition about 50. yarda away
frem the 'troes, where he was aiready lost to view, 4 second man, going
forward to reconnoiter, returned %o report that there were no enemy to
the immediste front in the field.

This report was received just in time to be given %o Captain Powell,
who had come forward to learn the reason for the halt., (63) He
approved the measures which had been taken so far. The other two squads
of the Third Platoon were bi-ought uf: at this time and deployed on a long
line among the trees and bushes, extending the security etill farther to
the flanke. While this deployment was in pregress, the eompany oommander
and his platoon leader mﬁdo a brief reoconnaissance. |

The result of this reconnaissance was an agreement that the platoon
had emerged on the southern edge of the Colmar Forest a little east of
the point whioch had been intended. A blob of darkness which was a 1little
deeper than the rest of the night in the southwest was 1ﬁont1fied a3 the
Rothleible Woode., To the west, from beyond the woods, oame u&unﬂs of a

battle, which was taken as the atfuggle by First Battallion troops fer the

(60) Eyewitness; (61) Personal Enowledge; (62, 63) Eyewitness
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town of Ostheim. The firing in this seotor was sporadio, with lulls,
gtray shots, and oooa§10m1 fieroes outbursts. (See Map D.)

Major (new Lt.-Col.) Jack M. Dunoan; commanding the battalien,
arrived; and he and Captain Powell held a oo‘nferenoo t:he_x;e on the edge
| of the woods. Someone provided a blanket, and with their heads under
‘bhis light-oonosaling oover the two oommanders got out a flashlight and
oonsulted their maps. (84) A phase line ran through the center of the _
field faoing them, and it was decided to hold at the woods edge. (85)

The Second Platoon of Company E, under the cammand of First Lieu-
tenant Willis B'. Conklin, moved up mearwhile and took over oontrol of the
right flank of the company. (66)

In the Third Platoon, the squad leaders and platoon leader made fre-
- quent inspooﬁions aioﬁg the line of men spread among the trees and bushes
in .tho gnow. Their progress to this point had been se simple and easy in
its unepposed advance that some few emong these men, despite the sounds of
oonfliot in Ostheim te the west of them, were inclined te relax and give
in to the feeling of tiredness and mmbing oold which hed by this time
begun to grip them all. Suoh men dozed; and so their leaders had to keep
moving emong the positions, warnlng the lazy and assuring themselves as
well 'bha'b- the walkeful remgined alert.

Some minutes after 0600 hours Captain Powell centacted the pla‘boon
leaderr of the Third Platoon and erdered him to move his platoon about 250
yards bo 'bhé west, to where a corner of forest out out toward ﬁhe south
-and the Rothleiﬁle Woods, (67) It had been determined earlier, in the
‘ oﬁnferonoen under the blanice‘b, ‘l;hat this oorner or polnt of weods provided
the shertest route aorocas the open plain inte the ether tree belt, a dis-
tance of about 450 yards over the snowy tableland. (See Maps D and E.)
The pletoon was told to tie in with 1&. Conklin's platoon for a twe-
platoon attack across the field, Each plateon was to have two squads on
-,‘, skirmish line, with the right flank of the Third Platoon guiding on,

and extending, the left flank of It. Conklin's Second Platoon, The ID was

(64,66) A~3,Lt.=Col.Duncan; (66) Personal Knowledge; (67) Eyswitness
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to be the edge of the woods; Jump-off time, 0630, (88)

The tiﬁe interval allowed the Third Platoon to gather in 1ts seourity
from the front and the left flank ﬁnd then te move to the LD proved too
ghort. (69) Some difficulty was experlenced also in contaoting It.
Conklin's plaﬁeon, which had been warned earlier than the Third and so
had moved out elready to the ID. By the time the Third Platoon pulled
into position to the left ‘of the gulde platoon, it was already past H-
Hour., (70) The Seoond Platoon was not ready either, hoﬁever, one of
‘its squads having been on the receiving end of an artillery oonoentration .
eome minutes before. (71)

Captain Powell, impatient at the delay, used this opportunity to
inform the Third Platoon leader that the rest of the battalion was follow-
ing the ltwo attack platoons aoross the epsn field and that if the platoons
were fired upon they were to go right into the assault---that the support
platoon of Company E and the oompanies behind Company E would be following
right in, as a sort of second wave. (72) This word was passed to the
squad leaders and their men as they fanned out into formation in the desp
snow just outside the edge of the woods,

“Farmatlon for the atteok oonsisted of two squads on a skirmish line,
the right squad being in contaot with the left-most man of a similer line
formed by the Second Platoon., (73) - The remaining rifle quad in the
Third Pletoon was placed just behind the rifle squad on the right, whioch
it was to follow at 20 yards di_stanoo: The sectlon of light machine guns
was placed on the very heels of the left squad, with instruotions to the
sectlion leader thet he was to swing up on line to the left of this squed,
get up his guns, and fire %o the frent, the leﬁ front, and the left flank
if the platoon hit epposition. (74)

© It was 0650 by the watoh of the Third Platoon leader when the quiet
word oeme from the right that the Seoond Platoon was moving out. (75)
(68, 89, 70) Personal Enowledge; (71) Personal EKnowledge; (72,73,74,75)
Eyewitness
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His own platoon moved out also. |

The men were trudging through deep, powdery dry snow whioh had-a
frozen orust. In the misty gloom of the night up ahead, they could make
out dimly, somewhat to their right, a dark bleb of woods, their objective.
The men stumbled often where snow-covered weeds tripped them or e dip in
the ground provided an extra-deep pocket of snow,

About midway across the flat plain, the skirmishers began to olose
to the right. (78) Intervals which had been ten yards between men
ghrank to five yards and in some cases two men would be btrudging through
the snew almost shoulder te shoulder. It had become apparent by this
time that the Seocond Platoon, on the right, would enter the Rothleible
Woods first, since the dark line of trees drifted back and away fram the
geotor fronting the Third Platoon. (77) (See Map E.) |

Men anxicus to edge over Loward the safety of the trees were hard to
correct when they began closing to the right. The piatoon leader ranged
freom one end of his skirmish line to the other, ordering the men to open
again to the left., Under this urging, the interval between meh'widened
aomewhat, although still remaining dangerously under the five-yard mark
in many cases. The dark line of trees ahead and %o the right front grew
taller and bolder against the night sky. -Tha only sound was the faint
orunch of the dry snow crust aslthe men trudged through it, The plateon
could almest feel the dark trees reaohing out and-over thﬁm with new
~ cever and conoealment.

This quiet world was suddenly  broken.

To the right, from the snowy obsourity in front of the Second
Platoen, rang out one word, ﬁEElEi“. The veice gounding it began on a
low, hailing note~w-~but wounﬁ up on a loud, stertled, questioning chal-
lenge that hung in the air. (78)

The whole line in the Third Platoon quivered and stoppad at the

(76, 77, 78) Eyewitness
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shook of that word, as though a barrier had olsmped down ghut in front of
it, (79) One or two voioes shouted unintelligible werds over in the
darkneas obacurihg the other platoon. A rifle shot expleded in the night,
and then two, and then a regged volley, Almost immediately a German
hoavy'maohiﬁs gun burst into a flaming chatter about 50 to 60 yards in
front of the point where the Second and Third Platoons joined. This gun
was firing to 1t§ left front and so away from the Third Platoon, directly
into the bulk of Lt. Conklin's men. (80)

A bedlan had suddenly broken loose. All up and dewn the Ameriocan
line rifles cracked and spgt » squad leaders and platoon leaders of both
platoons were shouting to their men to push on in upon the enemy. Fire
from the one German héavy machine gun set af'lame an acoompanying line of
angry rifle splats and flashes to either side of it and quiekly mwoge, for
'aver.in front of the Sesond Platoon's right flank, a seoond enemy machine
gun bthat splutt;red onoce and then settled dewn to fierce, savege bursts of
prolonged fire. (81)

) Hvﬂh'At this peint the smericans did an awful thing---almost to a man,
they hit the flat, open ground as though they were on a rifle range and
began & duel with the enemy line in the darkness to their fremt, (82)
The.plateon leader of the Third Platoen ran along his line of prone men,
gsoreaming to them above the firing to get up and move forward. His
shouts.and the ories of the squad leaders ocaught the enemy's attention;
and for the first time since that initial startled ohallenge and the
following shots, the nearest German aﬁtamatiu weapon turned its fires
squarely upon the Third Platoon, ooncentrating fire towards its leaders'
hoarse uhouté. (83) Traocer tore across the snew knee-high, raking the
area, A mﬁn 1yihg on the snow a little to the right rear of the platoon

A laader received the full impact of one burst of enemy fire which tore

past the platoon leader's kness. (B84)

(79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84) Eyewitness



Men of the platbon remained glued té the ground. In the desperate
belief that the men would rise and follow him, the platoon leader moved
forward and out in fromt of his platoon. (85)

Despite the horrible din, he caughtwe-or thought he caught--=the
voices of at least two of his squad leaders answering him. 8o, orying
for hie men to follow, he moved forward. About ten yards out he sudden-
ly stumbled into a shallow ditoh, falling to his knees when the ground
disappeared from under his feet.

Discovery of this ditch, whioh wes about four feet wide and one foot,
deep, seemed a godsend. The firing to his immediate front was still only
weak rifle fire, and the German machins gun to ﬁia right front had again
changed its tactios end was making the mistake of firing at any and ell
ereas to its front end flanks. (85) The enemy defense on this flank
seemed weak. He devoted his attention to an effort to get his men up to
the ditch, where he now felt there was a good chence to orgenize e smalle
group assault on the enemy's weak right flank bhat would not only be
suocessful, but which would provide a positlion for enfilade fire down the
.enemy's line toward both hostile machine guns,.

Darkness was rapidly feding awey. (87) The added light was most
apparent when he reelized that he now not only gew the German meohine gun's
flashes but could aotually see olouds of emoke billow up with the shatter-
ing light and noise. He faced towards his platoon end shouted for the
men to oome forward--~that there wae protection in the diteh with him,.

One man ren up and threw himself into the ditoch«w~Pfo. Stephen Indlam, =
rifle grenadier. (88) Iudlam was told to oonocentrate on the enemy
macshine gun to the right front, to keep the gun silent at all costs.

The soldier fired all of his rifle gremades at this gun and then,
when none of these was suococessful, lgid down s steady, rapid fire upon

the enemy weapon with fire from his Ml. He wes firing too fast, howeverw--

(85,86,87,88) Eyewitness
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- eight shots of rapid fire every time he loaded & olip. A single shot from

an enenmy rifleman emashed into his forehead and kllled him. (89)

A BAR mane--Pfo, Emmett R. Teague---d;ahad up %o the ditoh and threw
himself forward into 1%, reoceiving, even as he fell, s death wound that
mede him grunt and go lax. (90) His body hit the snow bank on the
o'Eher side of the nerrow ditoh with e thud and lay still. Two of the
aquad leaders=~--Pfo. Spaeth and Pfo, Hubbg===~ mp to their plﬁ.toon
leader also, both entering the ditoh about ten jgrds te his right. Each of
these men carried a i‘hampson sub-machine gun--.-nei_ther of whioh was funotion~
inge (91) Nor could the two men remedy the malfunctions.

The only men whom the platoon leader had with him at this time were
two squad leaders, the dead rifle gronadier, and the dead BAR man. Of the
three men liﬂng, the platoon Iea.de;-." had the only weapon which worked=w= a
oar'biha, for which he had left one méazino thet he could reach, ‘the.‘others
having been dropped and lost in the snows (92) He had used up his hand
grensdes, in throws that did not reach the hostile maoh;ne guﬁ. His fingers
froze to the 1fon of the grenades when he held them in his bare hand. Af’ber.
Indlem's death, the platoon leader himself directed 'an oocoasional aimed shot
at the enemy machine gun to hié right front, Perhaps partlsr because of this
fire, blut mostly because the American ekirmish line which had at first
existed in front of 1t gradually vanished in withdrawals of individuals
back aoross the field or in- the deatha of those who were st111 left, tﬁis

gun no longer fired as often or as rapidly as it had during the first hot

minutes of surprise.

But the atbtack had falled. In the fast-growing gray light of dawn ne
'living, effoctive members of Company E remained in the flat, open field. (93)
The platoon leader and his two squad leaders qus”ﬁ-ione. All three

now kept their heads low in the ditch, which they discovered was a stream or

irrigation ditoh, covered with los about two to three inches thick. The

(89,90,91,92,93) Eyewitness
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bank:a were from & foot to eighteen inches high. Pfo. Spaeth, one of the
two squad leaders, retrieved the ﬁl belonging to the dead ILudlam. An
effort, made Just before daylight, to make use of the BAR belonging to the
other dead man, had been unsuccessfuls (84) The weapon would not fire .

American artillery began to fall in on the field, artillery that was
meant for the Germans in poaition about 30 yarde away fr.om the frozen
gtreem-bed in which the three Company E men were trapped. (95) The
danger from this friendly fire was as greet as had been the danger earlier
from enemy smallearms firge--and it was a danger that was to last over a
longer period than hed that other,

Lylng flat in the stream bed, the platoon leader dregged a rumpled
map from his pooket and he and his squad leaders orawled together and oonw
sulted the map. (96) They deocided to orawl farther toward the sast. In
this direoction the stream ocurved in to meet the woods, in which Germans

" oould now be expeoted; but the thres pooled their ideas oconocerning the
German resittance and agreed that no fire hed been ooming from this seotion
of the woods sarller., Hand grenades were retrieved from both the dead men,
;and Pfo. Spaeth gathered up what M1 ammunition he could from Iudlam's body:
there were only a few ¢lipse. |

During this time two more men were discovered in the ditohe=-~a rifle-
man end the seotion leader of the light machine guns. Both were a short
distance to the emstw=-and botil hed weapons which had jemmed, an M1 rifle
and & Thompson sub-mechine gun. (97)

Bullets oracked across the top of the stream without letup, their
sound oonstituting a constant reminder tﬁat there were still Americans on
one side of the field and Germans on the other side, The trapped men were
themselves 80 olose to the German positions that the.y oould hear enemy
soldiers talking. (98)

All five of the survivors were exhaustedw~-mentally and physioanlly. (99)

The ioe often oracked under their weight and they lay in ioy water an inoh

4

(94,96,96,97,98,99) Eyswitness
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| deepe They orawled% of one bad spot only %o slide into another, until
they were so tired and wet and cold that they frequently stopped and lay
where they wsre, water or no. They took off their gloves in order to rub
snow inte their fingers and to massage thelr hands, in an almost hopeless
effort to restore oiroulation, Their toes and feet were a ¢old numbneas
in sweat-wet shoepaos. To crawl was an exhausting struggle, The men
atdpped often and rested on their sides or backs, in order to relieve straine
ed, ocold muscles. Small arms fire oconatantly orissorossed Jjust over their
heads above the ﬁtream; and artillery fire orashed and crﬁnched on elther
side of the narrow ditoh, sending pleces of hot shrapnel flying into the
snow about thsm.r

Their prdgresa was snall-like. In an hour they had covered perhaps
50 yards. (100) 1In two hours, they had not moved more than 100 yarde
from their original positiens. They were disocouraged, too, by the disoovery=--
from the small arms fighte--that the Germans had moved over bo bolster that
weak‘right flank and that probably édiready the enemy stoodrastrido the point
where the stream turned and entered the tree line. .

~About 1000 hours all of the small arms firing inoreased in intensity,
fellawiﬁg an unnsually hqavy ooncentration of- friendly artillery. Shortly
thereafter, Pfo., Hubbs maﬁo the disecvery that pmericans were in the stream
bed to the west, in approximately the positions from whish the fivé men
had spenﬁ all moerning escaping.

These‘men whom the squad leader saw proved to be the left flank of
aﬁﬁattanking force formed by Company G end a reorganized Company E.  {101)
When this yelling line of men lsaped out of the ditoh and olosed with the
enemy, the five men left from the Third Platoon of Company E joined in on
the charge---keeping their position about 100 yards to the left of the
larger force. {102)

They overran several Germans in a ditch paralleling the Ostheim road

(100) Eyewitness; (101) A-1, p.209; Eyewitness; (102) Eyswitress
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which ran aoross the front of the woods. Three of the men remained in this
ditoeh, whilé the platoon leader and Pfeo. Spaeth, who had the only two weapons
funetioning, pursued en esoaping Germen machine gun orew aoutheastﬁnrd. (103)
Twioce this group stopped and attempted to set up the gun, but each time
acourate 30 oaliber fire from the M1l and carbine broke up their effortg.

The orew of about six men lost several members, either wounded or frighten-
od into wild plunges for sscape., This enemy orew eventually disappeared |

in some Bushes among, the trees. By the time the two Ameriocans had approach- |
ed this position eautiously, no trace of the enemy was there,

The two men were now exaotly on the northeastern oorner of the Roth-
leible woods, from where they oould look south down the huge open fisld
whioh lies to the east of this woodse. (104) (See Map E.) They were in an
exocellent position to fire upon anything or anyone breaking froem the east-
.ern edge of the woods away from the assault forces, so threw themselves
against a mound of earth and watched. They were rewarded slmost immediately.

Approximately 400 yardes away, about 30 men broke from cover of the
forest,. (1055-» A mumber of white~camouflaged figures among these Germens
were misteken for Amsrioan prisoners and so the group was not initially
fired upon., The two Americans soon saw that these white figures were also
enemy, however, and took the group under fire with both the carbine and Ml.

The oarbine proved useless at this range, whioh rapldly grew as the
enemy soldiers ran eoross the field away from the woods. Onos‘under fire,
many of these Germans hit the ground and erawled in the snow., Several were
knooked down by the r;fle fire; but muoh the greater numbsr simply ran,
until they oould take shelter in what was either an irrigation ditoh or a
sbream about 400 yards out in the field. Here they took ocover and were
ooncealed from both view and small-arms fire.

All this while, shots and ories had been ocoming from the interior of

the woods. Noffurther enemy lssued out into the open field on the eastern

{103,104, 106) Eyswitness
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® ®
fringe, however, and so eventually the plgtoon leader ahdrhis squad leader
returned to the point where they had left the other three men. (108)
Thus reunited, the small band set off west along the Osthelm road in
gearch of Compeny E.

One of the first persons encountered was thdr Dunoan, by the side of
the road just outside the woods. (107) All about the major lay eyidence
of the terrifio pumnding glven this area by Americaen artillery. Torn trees
and limbs littered the snow-covered ground, the snow itself was ohurned up
and beaten aboub in wlld disorder, the debris from a routed enemy lay
soatteer about, and out in the field itself lay the human jetsam and debris
left by the battalion.in its two assaults aoross the field.

Company G, in shouldering the main load of the daylight attack, had
| suffered sévere casualties; and men of this company, inoluding the oompany
radio operator with his SCR 300, lay on the field in numbers greater even
than those of‘dompany E men, (108)

Me jor Dunoan himself was seeking to oontact the oompany commanders of
E and G Compahies and aﬁ this time knew only the general looation of these
units, whioh had plunged into the woods, where their men engaged in any
number of small, isolated actions. But the major pointed out the area where
Easy Company had crossed the field this second time; and after e few minutes
goaroh the five men had relooated Captain Powell and scattered elements of
the compeny, ineluding 8/Sgt. Adems, Third Platoon guide, and five other
men of the Third Platoon. (109) These six, with the four who had been
trepped in the stream bed (the fifth man in the stream was the machine gun
gseotion leader, it will be reoalled), made a total of ten survivors of the
platoon which had orossed the Feoht River the previocus night.’

8/8gt. Adems was glad to reunite his six men with the four from the
stream bed. Tﬁe sergeant had had the diffioult task of reorganizing sur-
vivors in the‘que of the Colmar Forest that morning and of leading this
(108,107) Eyewltness; (108) Eyewitness; A-1, p.302, 2325 Januery 1945
KI4 liste; (109) Eyewitness
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emall group back across the field in the daylight sssault. (110)

A hasty reorgenirzation was necessary. The platoon atill had ell
three of its squad leaders, as well as 1ts platoon gulde and its platoon
aergeg.nt-leader. But the small band of men wee short on ammunition; e num-
ber of weapons, partioularly sub-machine guné, were still not funcltioning
in good order; and no one had eny food. All of these deficiencles were
replenished by & quiok salvage trip back out to the fleld among the dead
and wounded. (111)
| The platoon, even while still in process of this reorganization,
joined with the rest of the ocmpany in & movement %o the eastern edge of
the Rothleibie Woods, to where the southermmost of four fingers of woods
jutted out from the mein forest itself., (112) Here the oompany was
looking out over the same open terrain whioh the Th:lrcll Platoon léader"and
nis non-oommissioned officer had fired aeross an hour earlier. The company
was ordered to dig hée:ty shelters here., {See Map E) |

Progress of the whole battalion was held up at this peint, while
Company F wae :sent on a mission to olesr the zone behind the battalion of
large numbers of enemy who had infiltrated from the flanks. (113) This
delay enabled the Third Platoon of Company E to reconstitute itself in all
supplies, both weapons and emmunition. The ories of several wounded Germans
in the woods_ behind them were especially wraoking during this entire period,
but nething ocould he done for these wounded. The battallion medios and
oempany ald men were all busy with Ameriocans in the field some 600 yards
to the rear. (114) |

By approximetely 1430 hours Company F had reported its mlssion
acoomplished., The battallon ocommander geve the order for the battallon
to continue on south through -tflle Rothlelble Woods, with the task of olsar-
ing all enemy from the timber, (115)

The formation ,i‘e,;u this ettack consisted again afrE and G Companies
(110) Personal Knowledge;(111,112) Eyewitness; (113) A=1, p.209; (114) Eyewitness
(115) A-3, It-Col. Dunoen; . ,
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abreast, with E on the left and G on the right. (116)

Company E placed all of its riflemen on a single skirmish line, whose
lef't flank guided on the emstern edge of the woods., The right flank of
the compeny tied in with a skirmish line formed by Company Ge
~ In this formation, the Third Platoon of Company E ccoupied the center
of the line in its compeny, with Lt. Conklin's Second Platoon on ite left
end the First Platoon (which had lest its platoon leader that morning) on
the right. (117) Thus, as part of a huge dragnret ocast maross the
eastern half of the woods, the Third Flatoon moved out in the attaok onoe
more.,

The sky was the gray overcest of winber; the light, clear and bright.
Visibility in the woods, which had less underbrush than the Colmar Foraa£
to the north, wes excellent; and the trees were once again tall glants
against the wintry sky.

The long skirmish line movedsteadily forward. About two-thirds of
" the way to the southern tip of the Rothlelble tree belt lies a house, the
‘Maison Rothleible, situated on the sastern edge of the trees. (See Map E.)
This house, faoing south, nestles back under the shelter of the high trees.
,As they approéohad this bullding, the Amerilocan riflemen discovered sghead

of them under the trees huge log end earth shelters, with scme enemy. The
ekirmighers opened fire on these hostlile troops and on the doors and win-
dcw; of.the rude shelters, Everyone was tired, so the line simply eﬁployh
ed maroching fire, moving in et a steedy walk. Enemy were seen to turn and
run améng the.trees up shead, away from the log sheltera toward the Maison
Rothleible and past it aoross a road and ec out into the woods beyond.

The Third Platoon hed the log shelters and the house directly in its
path. (118) Tte men closed in on these shelters, to each of which the
pletoon leader sent on® or two-men es clearing partiess The mein line of

men continued on to the road fronting the Maison Rothleible. This roed oub

(118,117,118) Eyewitness
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the woods from west to emst on almoet a stralght line. Captain Powell of
E Company and Captein Ieonard D. Henney of G Company contacted each other
here and agreed to hold up at this road. (119)

The Third Platoon moved on soross the road to several barns., (120)
Here the men were posted to cover the front to the scuth; and security was
sent out into the woods itseif, whioh here became a rough growth of wild
underbrush end small trdés, with only a few tall trees like those through
whioch the platoon had been advancing. Visibility was out to a minimum
in this underbrush.

German forces in the heart of this wllderness could be heard shouting
to each other, (121) Numerous fresh snow trails, beginning at the road
end heading straight south; showed where a oonsiderabie'body of enemy
troops had esoaped Just sahead of the battalion, The platoon CP was
looated inslde one of the barns, which the Germans had c¢leverly used as
oamouflage for two small, dirt-reinforoced rooms which could have withstood
any smount of artillery fire, no matter what happened to the outer shell
of the barn itself. Double bunks along the walls of these two rooms pro=
vided living aocommodations for about 16 men altogether. Abandoned German
rations, including the enemy's sour soldier bread, were salvaged and ocone
sumed by Third Platoon men.

 The platoon spent about a half hour here, when a runner from Captain
Powell brought werning that E and G Compenies were to move ocut again and
finish olearing the southern third of the woods. (122) Because of the
wild jumble of underbrush immediately to the front, the two companies
-swung to the western half of the woods, to the other sidse of an unimproved
north-gouth road that out the embtire length of the woods. The lef; flank
of Easy Company guided on this north-south road. (123)

In this seoctor, the forest onoe more took on an open, clear aspect,
under tall trees. *

The Third Platoon again was the middle element of a skirmish line

oonsisting of all three platoons abreast, The men had scarcely begun to

(119,120,121,122,123) Eyewitness



move south when enemy artillery begen %o lay unobserved harassing fire into
the woods, where tree bursts high in the ailr sent shrapnel whistling and

_ orackling down teo the ground. Unaware of the exact loocation of the
American troops, the enemy scattered this deadly fire indiscriminately
aoross the length and breadth of the woods. Some omsualties wers suffered
from the tree bursts which oocasionally hit in the vioinity of the advano-.
ing oompanies (124), and there was a general t&ndenoy for the advance %o
slow downy nevertheless, the men continued to move forward until they were
within 20 yards of the southern limits of the woods., Here, looking south
from the trees, the men could observe German troops in the fleld hetween
the woods and the town of Houssen. A oompany order was given for the men
to dig in where they stood.

A long half ocircle, with its left flank the Sooﬁnd Platoon of E
Company nsar the north-south road through the woods and ite right.flank the
fatthest elemente of G Company, was the defensive formation now set up by
the Seoond Battalion. (Ses Map E.) 1In this defense, the Third Platooﬁ
of B Company cocupled position§ to the right of It. Conklin's Second
Platoon., (126) The men paired up and set to digging twomman fighting
holes. They dug holes of a standard type in the platoon, holes which had
an open and simllar to the field-manual type fighting hole for two men but
which had alsc a portion that could be covered for overhead protection.
With logs or tree limbs for oross-pieces, oovered with a blanket or gas-
proteoctive oape and topped with the dird exoaveted from the hole itgelrf,
thes§ standard holes gave a maximum of protection and a strong bhoost in
morale to the owners. Such holes also took a long time to build. They
began with a shallow shelter from whioh twoe kneeling men could fight and
were then enlarged as time permitted. (See Appendix A.) |

| By midnight men of the Third Platoon all had completed scme such hole,
digging it in ground which proved to be sandy and surprisingly easy to work
once a shallow frozen orust of earth whs p&nstrated. (128)
-{124,125,128) Eyewitness



About dusk, the southern edge of the woods was lashed by & storm of
enemy artillery.  (127) Ear-splittiﬁg tree bursts whipped the area with
shrapnel, osusing oasualties in G Company and also in It, Conklint's platoon
in E Company. This artillery continued for some while, ceased, and then
wae pioked up egein spasmodiocally until about 2000 hours, when it stopped.

The night itself ceme olear and cold. Dead tired, the men wsre
allowed to have half their number sleep; but one man was kept awake in
each hele all the night, The platoon lesder, whe had lost his runner in
the morning attack, shared e foxhole with his platoon guide---and these two
men alternately caught fitful sleep throughout the night. The waksful
member prowled through the platoon ereas, keeping sleepy men aweke and alert.

| After dark, word-was received that the First Battalion would take over
the missien of oapéuring tyehchatoau de Schopperwihr; and during the night
these troops moved through G Company and out into the country to the west,
- where they met stlff opposition from enemy sutomatioc weapons, tanks, and
artillery. (128) 41l night the side of the woods facing towerd the
chateau was kept fitfully alive with the light end noise and sounds of
battle, |

The Third Platoon of Eesy Company had no attack to make. The area
immediately in front of it, south towards Houssen, was quiet thils nighﬁ. « s e

For purposes of this ﬁonograph, no effort will be made to desoribe the
‘aptions of the platoon past the period already oovered, which ineludes th§
night 23-24 January. Mention must be made, hewever, that the platoon played
a prominent role in all subsequent sctions of the company snd battalion---
and once, in Wihr-en~plaine, tesmed with 1t. Conklin‘'s ﬁlatoonswith the
regimental Battle Patrol, and with elemente of the battalion OP group to.
fight off a combined tank-infantry counterattack by an overwhe Iming German
foroce, At one time the platoon was down to four effeotives. Two privates

of this plateon, killed in action during the Colmar Pocket attack in the

(127) Byewitness; (128) A~-l. pp.209-210; Personsl Knowledge
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period 22 January through 8 February 1945 , were awarded the Distinguished

Servioce (ross pesthumously. (129)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In en analysis of the performance of the Third Platoon during the
period oovered by this monograph, two major factors must be considered as
importent: (1) the manpower problem end (2) the leadership problem. Both
of these problems were the result of the five Jong months of combat which
the division had fought,

As has been brought out in the marration, the Third Division had been
in the line over a long period of time that seaw its smaller unitg=-w
plateons and companies---whittled down to the bone, The dearth.of well=
trained reinforcements is evidenced best by the replacement system in-
augurated in the latter part of 1944 by the Seventh Army, when a training
depot to convert service troops into infentry replacements was set up., (130)
At the same time, Seventh Army gave priority for juniqr-dffioor replaocements
to the Third, Thirty-8ixth, aﬁd Forty-Fifth Divisions---because these
divisions, with about two years combat each, had virtually exhausted their
stooks of offioer méterial from non-commigsioned ranks, (131)

The Third Platoon of Company E, Seventh Infantry, was in prooéss of
finding new leadership for itself. The non-commissioned offiosrsew-- and
the aoting non-oommissioned offioers--- actually oomposed a fine nucleus
around which e strong platoon organization could be built., They lacked
experienae, however. The Colmar Pocket was to gilve them this experience,

Platoon tactios were not ill-ohosen, Ths shift in formation just‘in—
gide the northern limits of the Colwer Forest wag justified by ocircumstances
and in acoord with good infantry dootrine. Even the movement moross the
flat snewy tebleland to the Rotﬁleible'Wbods, with ite weste of one squad
in support, was s formation whioch, in similar situations before a;d-after-
werde, was successful, On the outsldrhs of Nurnberg, Germeny, the night of |
(129) a-1, p.311; (130,131) A4, p.530
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17-18 April 1945=--in a situation analegous to this RothleibleJWoods
attack almost detail for detalle--two squads shook off the effeots of an
enenmy's surprise automatio fire and olosed in to drive a supsrior foroce
back and so seocured a foothold emong houses and buildings. (132) The
eiements laocking on the morning of 23 January 1945, *in front of the Roth-

leible Woodas, was the knowledge by all men that an attack, when it ha

pushed itsslf inside the assault line, must be pressed home.

Likewise, when a unit is within esseult range, its leader must adopt
a formation which will enable him to deliver a maximum of fire power and
strength at the enemy. He ocannot afford, particularly in a night attaok,
to wagte one of his squads by dubbing it "the reserve" and having it
trudge on the hsels of the aséault squads, in whioh position it oan help
neither itself nor the rest of the platoon in the actual assault. Sound
taotiss would have diotated the use of all three squads on line in the
Third Platoon attack.

The three days of training in Kaysersberg actually had not fitted the
platoon for combat on terrain that was as flat as a billiard table. The |
platoon had spent those dayé attaoking up the vipeyard-stepped hills with
which the Kaygersberg vioinity abounds. For 14 days in Colmar, the Thimd
Platoon did not onoe atbtesck up & hille-it attacked aoross some of the
flgttsst terrain the unit has ever seen,

During the training, emphasis had also been placed on fire and man-
suver---of squads laying down a base of fire and of othsr squads maneuver=-
ing to knook out the enemy. In attacks across the flat terraiﬁ it en=-
countered in the Colmar action, such as on the morning of 23 Januery, the
platoon had to put all of its power and striking force into one punch—--
and had to deliver that punoh as quickly as possible, in a straight line.
Flat open fields are not terrain in which a flatoon can employ fire and
maneuver. (133)

(132) First Platoon, Company @, Seventh Infantry; Eyewitness
(133) A=1l, p.38,par.40b(12)
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In front of the Rothleible Woods the two platoons of Company E gob
within\thirty yards (the right platoon was closer even than that) of an
ensmy who apparently hed posted ne seourity. This enemy force had every
eppearance of a hagty effort to stem any Amariﬁan suocess in Ostheim, Its
strength initially was almost ocompletely along the flank olosest to
Ostheim, The positions its men ocoupled were deep ditohes on either slde
of the Ostheim Road, Just outside the tree line.

The leader of the Third Platoon of Company E---as well as his oompany
ocmmander-~~used poor troop-leadership prooedure betwe;n 0430 and 0800,
when they both allowed the Third Platoon to become engrossed in protécting
the front and flank.of the head of & oolumn of oompanies whioh did little
more than relax and rest behind it in the Colmar Forest, The Third Platoon
was to be used ag a striking foroe that night, by earlier oqmpan§ order,
The platoon lsader should have remembered that, eventuelly, his men were
going to abttaok towards the Rothleible Woods and then through those woods
to even other objeotives; and he should have ettempted to hold hie platoon
together, in order to be eble to move out in the attmok quiokly upon order,
end mearnwhile to give his men some rest, There were other”units in that
column-~~even the support platoon in Company E=--whioh oould and should
have been seourity during that long halt.,

Thé diffioulty the Third Platoon hed in attempting to gather in its
seourity and form up on its 1D shertly after 0800--~-and its fellure to do
80 on time---pointe up this mistake to use the platoon eoconomically and
effioiently in oonjunotion w;th the other units in the oompany and battalion,
The effeot 1in dulling the vigilant senses and reaotions of the men ocan only
be guessed et., Men oannot be kept at key pitoh for more than four hours
without suffering a oonsiderable letdown. Their disastro;s hegitation later
when faced with enemy fire at point blank renge in the darke--~their failure
to reaot under stress just cnce more to their leaders' orders---these things
might all be traced baok, at least in some measure, to the poor judgment
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whioh kept them straining ell of their senses, with fingers on triggers,
from the moment they orossed the Pecht River about 0200 hours until that
mement, about 0700, when they threw themselves on a flab, ooverless
piece of greund within grenade-throwing distance of an enemy who chepped
them up.merbilesslj.

The ple'boo:i—--and oompany«-=violated many of the prinoiples deemed
necessary for a sucoessful night attack. (134) Theee mistakes will be

brought out under the lesscns which were emphasized by the aotion.

LESSONS
- Legsons emphasized by the operation include;
1, In a night attaok the plan muat be simple; usually, there should

Sriibee bbb

be juat a single, limited objective. (135) The regimentel, battalion,

and oompany plans in this cperation called fer the units to cover extensive
distences and to reach a series of objectives-=--all in an area which ocould
reagonably be expeoted to be defended spiritedly and even fanaticelly.
Heinrioch Himmler, 88 leader, had earlier been oredited as leader behind the
German resistanoe in COImnr. (138)

2. A night attaok should, if possible, be preceded by a rehearaal.

P2 L R R e T

There was no such rehearsal in the thres daye in Keyeersberg. The Third
Platoon practioed attacks, in daylight, up eteep hillg. The conflict itself
found bhe‘pletoon attecking---not in daylight ard not up hillge~-but always
et night (throughout the Colmar campaign) and always aoross flat plains.

3. A sound platoon formatien for a night asseult aoross open terrain

ig one in'whioh all three lquads are abreast. Elimination of maneuver ie a

Wttt o STENMAL

reoOgnized ocharaoteristio of night combat.

4. If a daylight reoonnaiesanee of the oampany zone of advance is

o S L T S by R T S B e TR e B e e e
Y PR RN ATE

impossible and dependenoe must be made upon e map study, planned formationa
s A oS sEee trpee

and mavemen‘l:s of pla‘boonl for a nigh‘b attack should be flexible. Suoch

- i e el S i e gt A o

R T J%

R i it
(134) A=11, pp.31-40; (135) A~11, p.32, par.38%(1); (138) A-4, p.523
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flexibility was incorporated by the commanding offioer of Company E in hie
plan for traversing the length of the Colmar Forest.,

5. An atbaock during the last hours of darkness should begin in time

to oomplete oapture ‘of the objeotive at least one-half hour before daylight.

(137) Suoh a ouehion of time allows for the reorganization of the aeeault
troops under cover of darkness and for preparations to meet ocounterattack.

8. Night attacks place inoreaeed importance upon olose oombat and
e M AR RS §yn i I et R A TRT S AR en e D e IS S

upon aggressive leadership by squad and platoon leaders.

J”Aw'?;m “Night attaoke aoross open terrain avoid heavy losses which would

b A LIS 8 T b g e Ly et bl s e ; PPERL AP
be suffered by daylight attacks aoross the same areas. lhe daylight
assault of the Second Battalion, while successful, actually cost the

battalion more oasualties than had the unsuccessful pre-dawn attack.

8. In cases where enemy and friendly troope may wear eimilar

e it T, Rt TR e

oamouf lage olothing---as, for example, the white suits in this campaign---

st sien et

a means for identification of friendly personnel must be provided. On 23
Jadt;r;migdéizodsuoh means were provided. Later, Seoond Battalion troops’
were ordered to ocut off their white hoods and to wear these around their
‘helmets until a ocertain designated phase in each attack, when these oloths
were removed. Friendly troops could then be identified both by the design
of the helmet end by a distinotive green-camouflage net which oovered their
helmets, |

Be Night training}i} e unit must be kept up-to-date. Even an
organiZatioZT;:;;H:“;;;g history of suocessful night operations behind it
must be alert to this nsocesgsity.

10. Onoe & unit is within assault dietanoe of an enemy, v1goroue and
ot T T il e st e 5, o Lt a2 i

aggreaeive aotion to oloee W1th the enemy muet be the order and deeire of
SEVEL L SR AR MG L e
s i . e

every individual.

11. The prinoiple of seourity oannot be violated. The German foroes

B e TS P T

on the edge of the Rothleible‘Wooda had no eeourity to their north. In

oonsequence, they were aurpriaed by two Ameriocan platoons. The Ameriocans

(137) A=11, p.34, par.40b(2){b)
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failed to press home their initiel advantage, however, a misteke whioh
emphasizes the next lesson,

12, The principle of surptiee, even when atteined against an enemy,

loses its value unless inetant unheeitating, ooordinated aggressiveness
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is employed to drive home the advantage'won.
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13, Troop-leading procedure must be emphasized. The Third Pletoon,
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as has been pointed out in the analysis and oritioiem, suffered from poor
Judgment of 1ts leader between the hours 0430-0800,

4. Training in the oare of weapons for partioular climates ‘oannot

e

be ignored. Generally, weapons funotion better in extreme oold if kept dry

‘SEAZIIfMMﬁf?sa) A point perhaps worth noting here is that the platoon-

leader's carbine, whioh habitually was kept "dry," functioned throughout
. the engagement, while the automatio weapons-=--partioularly Thompson sub

maochine guns=--which were often kept drenched with oil; deve loped mal-"

funections and jammed.

15, The loss of experienoed small-unit 1eadere---on squad and platoon

SPTE
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level---should be an important ooneideration for commanders of organizatione
which have been in oombat long periode of time. 7

16. In extremes of olimate, troops whioh are to make an a.ttaok should

R et ¥

not have to move 1ong dietanoee on foot before neaching the Iine of Depar~

tu;e;r For exemple the long move from Keyeereberg to Guemar---in bitterly
f:;ld weather and, at one point, aleng a etretoh of road open to enemy obser-

vation and artillery fire---was taxing upon the strength of men who were

expected to make an attack in sub-zero weather against a bitter enemy.

17, Tranemieeion of sound is inoreaeed markedly by cold air. (139)

o e 1w o

Security outpoets at night can make good use of thie phenomenon---and, at

the same time, must be warned not to make nolse themselves,

18, Training must be objective,

W—
19. Reorganization is a oontinuing prooeee throughout an engagement.
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(138) A~2, pp.1,3,77,80; .(139) A-2, par.lagj
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20, The preaen‘b Quartermaster-issue glovo with its leather pa]m

b

and heavy s‘bi‘bohing .’m the i‘ingera, ia awkward and inei‘i‘ioien‘b :ln winter

oumbat where 8 aoldier must have a glove supple and plient, through whioh

M e,

he oan attain the sense of touoh necessary for suoch tasks as loading small

rounds of ammunition in ocarbine magazinesg---at night, for exampls, when

- guoh leading must be done largely by the sense of touch alone. A‘knittod
glove or a simple wool-oloth glove-~~though perhapn‘ not as long-wearing es
the leather-reinforoed item---does not demand of a rifleman that he remove
hiﬂ‘ gloves in sub~zero weather to perform simple aots upon which his
military effioienoy and even his very own safety depend.

21, There is need for a snow-oamouflage suit 'bha'b oan be worn wit‘.h-
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ou'l: donning i‘!:---like a Mother-Hubbard dressn--ocrmpletely over all of a

A,

soldier's equipment. Some German mountain troops in Go]mar hadvén exoeilent
a:ﬁ;:::::;;;:m::ﬂ: uniform, These oonsisted of separate light-weight
garments for trousers and Jacket; and these garments were equipped with
pockets., Such uniferms, when worn, 414 not out the individual off from

éhoi'ag‘a places for his maps, ammunition, and other eamall equipment.




