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) THE OPERATIONS OF THE 57TH INFANTRY (PHILIPPINE SCOUTS)
PHILIPFPINE DIVISION IN THE ABUCAY - BATAAN DEFENSIVE
JANUARY 1942
(Personal experisnce of a Company Commander)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph eovers the operations of the 57th Infan-

try (P.S.) Philippine Division in the Abucay Betaan Defensive,

from 1 January 1942 to 25 Japuary 1942,

I think it well to orient you as to the strength, or-
genization, and backgrouna' of the 57th Infantry (P.S.) and
the events that lead up to the focal point of this operation.

The 57th Infentry (P.S.) consisted of American trained
Philippine soldiers known to the Army as Philippine Scouts.
They were a complement of the United States regular Army, but
restricted to duty in the Philippines, ' _

The officars of the Scouts wore United States Army
of ficers whé served a normal tour of overseas duty and re-
turned to the States.

The Scout soldier was a produet of a highly selective
recruiting system as it was considered an‘hcnor to belong to
this orgaenizetion, His servige to the United States datad
from the first World War,

The Philippine Division consisted of two Soout Regiments,

the 57th and 45th plus the 3ist United States Infantry, the
latter made up of American soldiers who served & normsl tour
of duty in the Islands, 'However, the Regiment has been a

permanent part of the Philippine division since 1919.
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The 57th Ipfantry (P.S.) at the outbreak of the war
was about 55% strength in offieers and Wbout 95% T/0
strength in enlisted men. The authorized strength was 114
officers and 2,162 enlisted men. (1) |

Many officers and men had been placed on detached ser-
vice ﬂith the Philippine Ammy to train the newly inducted
troops, t0 act as advisors and assist in training, not to
command. waevér, during combat these men exercised command,
(2)

Qur regiment had bessn expanded in the early months of
1941 from a stirength of epproximately 1100. (3)

Since the serviee of the scouts ranged from 9 months to
30 years it is apparent these men wsre professidnal soldiers.
They were well knmown to the rest of the United States Army
for their proficiency in marksmenaship and their love of
soldiering,. Court-Martials were rare and venersals unhsard
of. Their standard of diseipline was emong the highest in the
Army. Their willing and immediate obedience %o orders pro-
vided inspiration to their American officers in combat,

We recrulted to a strength of 2,162 men by & highly
selective basis and the general calibre of our reeruitstﬁéié
high, (4] |

Siﬁcé nearly all of tha company obmmanders had gone to
the Philippine Army, the compeanies of the rsgimeni were com-
manded)wiﬁhoux exception by young officers with little
experience, mostly reserve officers with an average of six
months to one and one-half years serviece. (&)

Fortunately, two of the Battalion commanders were oom-

manded by older experienced officers of World War I servioce.

{1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 4-1, p.1
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They were Lt, Col. Philip T. Fry and Lt. Col. Frank E,
Brokaw. It. C.. Hal C. Grandberry was to.oin us soon.
The last battalion was commanded by & young captain, Royel
Reynolds. Ths Regimental Commander and executiye officer
had seen serviece in World War I. The ipexperience of the

- youthful company eommanders ﬁé%é in a large part balanced
by the experience of aur senior officer. (&)

Bifle men were armed with the Ml Garand rifle. Our
organic mortar eguipment consisted of 81MM and 60 MM mortars,
however, we fired three inch stokes ammunition in the 81MMs
end no smmunition for the 60MMs wes ever recaived;. Wo were
armed with both the 1ight end heavy machine guns. (7)

Qur organle transportation consisted of new all.iive
aﬁgﬂ vehicles, however, it was fer short of the number neces-
sary io move the regiment. The organic equipment of the
regiment eoculd be moved by overloading. Personnal cafriars
were secured from commercial bus companies. (8)

Raedio and wire ocommunication was adeguate for the most
part. (9) o

For Anti-tankfﬁa had three M3 (37) in the regiment, the
remainder were model 1916. (10)

OQur mediecal detachment ﬁas:inaaaquate for combat needs.
Months before)men were selected from the compenies and ade-
quately trained ss aid men. Iater they were augmented by the
band who served ass stretcher bearers. Two doctors were |
assigned to each battalion, one captain and one first lieutenant,
three medical men to each company as aid men. The medical |
detachment was sorely overworked the entire campaign.

The orgsnization of the regimental staff and battalion

(6, 7, 8, 9, 10) A-1, p.1
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- oommalders at the stalt of vhe Wal welt.
Colonel Ge‘e S, Clarke Gomma:'ng
Lt, Col. Edmund J. Iilly Kxecutive
ist tiaut. John £, Olson S-1

1st Ljeut. Franklin O, Anders S-2

Capt. Harold K. Johnson - 8a3
Major George IKisher S-4
Capt. Roysal Réynolds Commending First Battalioq}‘
Lt, Col. Frank Brokaw Commanding Second Battalion
Lt, Col. Philip T, Fry Gommen ding Third Battelion

The regiment wes alerted early 8 December 1941 and moved
into an area a_djacent to the post where groves of trees fur-
nished gover from air observation. (11)

Oux first days of action consisfed in participating with
the 45th Infantry (P.s.) and the 14th Engineers {(P.S,) in fir-

ing at all sirplanes, friendly and enemy; our total for the day =«

- wes two low flying American airplenes. Fortunately, the pilots
~and observers were able to parachute out. One of the observera,
First Lisutenant Al Fangman, had been & member of my regiment
some months befors and had trensferred to the Air Corps as an
observer, He had bullet wounds of a nature serious enough %o
place him on the one hospital ship se';\:h out. -I@et-acecounte
Lieutenant Fangman was very grateful to his old outf1% for
'ssrctrcing paésage for him to Australis, something that was to
besome very hard to get as the war progressed, (12) |

© On 9 December 1941 Nichols Field was bombed by large
numbser .of Japanase bombers, and 6ne sparggwas dropped directly
on top of the radio tower at Fort MeKinley. Incidently this
put doubt in the minds of a féw paoPia about the inaccuracy of

Japanese bombing. (13)
(11, 12, 1) Eye witness, self.
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o o un LY Pecember LlV4l i@ reglmeniy was orgered w0 move
to Arayet, Pamp'a and capture Japanese pe.troopers. Per-
sonnel was inoved'by comme reial buses. Civilia.n'drivarsis!&p-
plied with each bus. (14) |
The 57th Infantry.(P.s.) was assigned no mission at this

' ~time. local security measures were taken and the training of

oo

I -

personnel against aerial observation was conducted. (15)

On 12 December 1941 the Third Battalion wss detached emd
sant to Abucay Hacisnda, Bataan to destroy Japanese paratroopers
in thet area. We assaulted the Abucey Hacienda and found noth-
ing but seurrying dogs and a few ohildren playing in the area.
The paratroops proved to be leaflsets. (16)

On 19 Decamber 1941 the Third Battalion was sent %o Olonfapo
to repsl a reporied ememy landing in Subic Bay. This report
proved to be false and the battalion rejoined the regimant about
5 kilometers south of Angelaﬁ. I think it worthy of mention that
I  made a landing in that exact.'area three ysars later when the
ship I was on engaged fifty United States Navy dive bombers in
combat. I dwam in, however., d*;;éting party oonsisted of Japanese
Marines oécn.pying the former United States Marine Base there. {(17)

On 30 Fecember 1941 the 57th Infemtry (P.S,) was ardered
to move to Abucey, Bataan} and occuxﬁy the right of a maip Battle
position that was to extend from Manila Bay on the sast eoast
%o Mauhen on the west ocoast. The 57th Infantry was to occecupy
the M. L. R.from Manila bayjﬁe;stri de the east road extending
through Barrio Mahatang in a general east, west direction.

The 4lst Infantry (P.,A.) was on the left. The first Battalion
occupled the right of the line and the Third Bataiion occnpiaﬁ
the left ‘saetor. The Second Battalion was to occupy the regi-

mental reserve line. Thﬂ Seaond Batalion was directed to

(14, 15, 16) Eye witmess, serf; (17) &-1, p. 2



iormnlis te o0 unG attack plans and %o del tae pbeacd on tae
‘right flank of ,.;16 57 th Infantry (P.S.) s:!r. (18)

The position was heavily wired, the Barrio of Mahatang
razed and fieslds of rire cut. (19)

The front of the right (First) Battalion was secured by
artificlal fish ponds =and were not.vulnerable to tank attack,
in faet, thg water was so deep and the walls of the fish ponds

- 80 steepi;his obstaclé would tend to discourage an attasck by
foot troops. {(20) '

The open field in front of the Third Battalion constituted
a parfect tank approach,'ﬁhe field was open ground for about
forty yards and flanked the mos t lmportent hard surface road
leading from Japanese held territory imdo Bataan,i%ontinuﬁgé
on to Mariveles at the tip of Bataan.Approximately two thousand
mines were placed in the third Batialion front for that
reason, (21) |

It was felt that the Japanase would attempt to comse
through our position. We knew they lilked to stlck to roads
vhen ever possible and if attacks failed would slide to the
flepk in repeated attacks until they found a week spot which
is exactly vwhat thqy dld in Bataan.

The bridges %o the north of the main line of resistance
were burnsd. (22)

A suitablé road which we will refer to as Engineer Road
was built parallel to the east road and leading from the south
into the Third Battalion Areea. (23)

The three M3 37s of the Anti—t&nk Company covered the
sast road. {(24)

We ware.farcad to go on half raetions, feeding before day

(18, 19, 20) A-1, p. 2; (21) Eye witness, self; (22} A-1, p.3;
(23, 24) Bye witness, self.
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light end afta'ark on 4 January 1942. (‘

I{ was unigue that we bad a Battery o:E the 24th Field

 Artillery 75MMs in the immediate M, L. R, of the Battalion
to furnish anti-tank portection mainly. It was dug in direct-

ly on line with the rifle men of the Battalion. (26)
Company K ocoupied the right of ths Battalion Area.

Compeny I occupled the left of the Battalion Area. Company

L in reserve. (27)

Gﬁ the left flank of the Batialion Area was a large
sugar cane fleld approximately oné hundred fifty yards in front
of the main line of resistence. It was tacticaelly speak ing
neufral iz ed as an approach to the)enemy by art%llery. We ware _
%o learn a bitter lesson later foar feiling to cut the cane field.
(28)

It was relatively gqulet for a week before the Japanese
inereased the tanpo of their artillery and attamptad to ﬁeal
out our position by strong patrols During the days wse were
organizing the positions Japanase plenes had been flying over-
head slmost constantly du::ing day light hours asnd sesmsd to
devote most of their time in an attempt to direet artillery
fire on our friendly ariillery -supparting us. Day after day
dummy positions were shelled and bombed and owr ‘arti llery
suffered few casualties. (29) |

For sevaral days , before the attack, the Japanase us-ed
trfly over at night and drop rirecraekers whieh caused a
general state of mervousness among the units. Since the
fire crackars sounded exactly like Japanese rifles and the
troops thou,‘gl;t snipers had infiltrated through as indeed

(25, 26, 27, 28, 29) BEye witness, self
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some had. Noo‘dared appear on & sky lingmeven back
in the regimentai rmight was & sure
invitation to be shot at. It took us several days to dis-
cover the phantom rifle shots were fireorackers, but they had
served the purpose of keeping the troops on edge. (30)
During this period we;‘ weras gonstantly being bombarded
with Jepenese propaganda leaflets vwhich we used to good ad-
vantage. (31)
Our reaoﬁnaissance patrols contacted the enemy for the
first time one kilometer south of Harmosa 9 January 1942. (32]
On 10 January our out-post lina of resisteance mede con-
tact with the enamy and the enemy withdrew. {33)
11 Jenuary found us résting scontentedly ‘bahind our barb
wire and mines. Our rest was to be soon-distmbed for at 2300
we bégan)to be harassed by artillery and long range small arms
fire. We did not realize they were attempting to feel out our
position and plot our antomatiec weapons therefore the hour or
‘0 delay befors attacking in force, (34)
| The fire drew closer artillery concentrations were called

far on the cane field when our outposts diseovered the Japanese

were massing troops almost in our aerea. When the conecentrations.

began tha cane field seemed to vonlt Japanese in great numbers,

screaming, howling, yelling "Banzei" as they charged.

-

They continued to coms, threw themselves against our wire
end the waves behind them leaped on their comrades up and Over,
1‘0 seemed they werse acrobats in the manner they crossed the

moon 1lit streteh of ground between the came field and our posi-
tion.

Fd

The fire did not seem to stop them nor did they pey mueh

attention to our mines.
(20, 31) Eye witness, sealf,
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The trailin the 78MMs were moved to‘.low them to
fire point blank into the cene field, yet they still came
on. ' |

A% thet moment they attacked from the rear as well,

We leamed fhan the Jepanese lesson of infiltration. Their

trecers seemed to be coming from =all directions and many of

the Japanese were killed by their own cawades. We shot a$
- everything above ground.

When they were among us they ceased to yell, the only |
sound we heerd was thelr officers and non-commissioned officers
shouting. Howéver, soon there were no more offilecers or sword
wavers to shout as their drawn Samuri swords mede them most
conspicious., They seemed to lose organization when they ware
among us . suddenly it was over and we anxiod.sly awaited morn-
ing to repair our demages, fearing a second attack at a-nyr
moment o '

The Japaneserfailed-to r ess their'advant'age and as light
fell we were a little awed by the great nﬁmbers of dead in our
position./) They were everywhere, inj\ our gun positions(’iﬁd tranches,
in the open ground %o our front,” hanging on our barbed wire.

The Fleld Artillery Battery had been in the thipk of 1%,
ﬁe shields of the 75MMs had dozens of bullet msr ks es—the-
shislds and the artillery men hed suffered casualties. (35)

Our casualties had been amezingly iight as the Japanese

t
A

" El\;hfad attaeked in close packed waves, and the faet that they had
'become disorganized when they reached our position.

’ ?Ja‘- lost the compeny commender of I Company, 1lst lieutenant
( »1‘“ " Gerth, and his executive officer, ILisutenant Mﬁynax_du *--&C; pet

The compeny commsnder seriously wounded and never.returned

to the regiment; the executive officer was killed. (36)

(25, 36) Bya Witness, self,
11.
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We had drigan off a Battalion. (37) | |

The next day wes to pass in minuﬁes. ’15]1*5 found us
unatie to paiform many of the things we deemed so mscessary.

We had besen constantly harrassed by snipers during th.g day,
it seemp d thay realized our svery move,

'-i-bout 2400 12 Januery our position was struck again, first
canaisgln&wai sporadiec small arms fire and artillery fire.

This time we kept our automs tic rifles and machine gins qulet so
ﬁl.ey could not be plotted.

We had called for concemtrations on the cane field again
as soon as the fire drew close but’ the cane fisld yielded no
Japenesa. Suddenly the cane field again vomit ted Japansse,
‘but most of them were killed befors they reached our wira.
With the help of artillery ey were driven off. (38)

At epproximately %%BK' 13 Jenuery the enemy resumed the
attack with great fury. Mines started going off by the dozen
to our front. Caribou appearsd, the Japamese had stampeded
a large herd aor.css the field and foliowed quiekly in the
clearsed th, simultaneouslyj they poured out of the cane
field again a combined flank and frontel atteck. Ow artillery
continue d to pound the cane field as well as our machine guns
and mortars, but they continusd to pour out. Again they over-
ren the position messing the attack on "I" compeny.

The company commande;i::leaﬂ wiﬁh two of his officers, the
first sergeant déad snd ons platoon sergsant alive, The men
were in utter confusion and the Japanese ‘litera‘llry pushe @ them

out of the position by force of numbers and occupied their am-

placemsnts,
(37, 38) A-2, p. 29

12.

QWD



':Kt’ compu’refusgd thelr left flank ‘ menaged to
stdp the assult, temporarily. The resarve company had been
oommitted as well as all svallable mn in Battalion Head-
quarters. Fortunately, the men from I Company ran into L
Company. They were guickly reorgenized and forced to parti-
clpate in the counterattack. ‘By then it was just turning
light, the reserve company reached the main line of resis-
tence, the Japanese wers driven baek and most of the gap was
closed. IHowever, we had closed off a large number of Japaness
to ihe rear of I Company position end thus they had formed a
selient in the form of a large tear drop. (39)

Sporadic firs from both s ides continued and wa were sur-
priﬁed thet we were not subjected to artillery firse and that the
Japanese had not received reinfor cements. Suddenly, artillery
fire bagan to burst in the trees above our head, we realized
that 1% was our own friemdly ertillery. (40)

It was seemingly impossible to get a messenger out and
above the open ground aswé;monstratad by one soldier when &
shsll‘fragmmnt knocked off his lower jaw., He Jjumped out of
his fox hole, rifle in his hand, his bloody cheeks waving
unreal as he ran and duncked, seemingly as if he were unhwr®
trying to get out of the area.} He was shot after he had
' (a) |
For tunately, éomﬁ one in the First Battalion saw what

covered ten yards.

was happening and gt word back to the artillery which lifted.
We thought then thet our owan foreces thought our position had -
been occupisd by the Japanesa, however later the artillery
explained that a mistake‘iaa made and thet reduced charges

ware accidently used.

(29) A-1, p. 3; (40) Eye witnsss, self; (41l) Eye witness,

self.
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Not knowi:.what had to be done we oo' erattacke d a-gain
in an attempt to completely cut off the Japanese bshind our
M.L.R. and also gein contact with the 4lst Infaniry (P.A.).

In this actibn the first Medal of Honor of World War II was
"é.warded to First Lieutenant Alexander R, Nininger. He had
; besan suceess'fu.l in grenading s evaral enemy groﬁps in fox holes
\ wounded he ran towards the machine rifle that had wounded him,
".E hurled a grenasde, caught a burst of fire full in the face,
!:i‘but sw ceaded in killing the crew of tw and a Japanese offi-
(" cor vho was in the position., The troops ceame closa on his
heels and we oceupied still mare of the position,we had

lost the night before. (43) ‘_

The enemy lacking th power to ¢ more than create a
amall salilent in our line s1id off to the west sesking a
s@fter spot. Our artillery support was in a large part raes-
ponsible for the enemy fallure fto penetrate our position.

(44) "

 That morning we found members of our outposts, who had
‘been captured and evidently forced to lead the Japanese inko
our position. Their hands wers tisd bshind their backs, they
were gagged and face down in the shallow creek that ran through
our position, This was our first experience with Japanese
atroeity, however, several days later ons of my men was cap-
tured while on patrol. We fund him hanging from a trea; a
Retten rope around his neck, he was unmarked except for beat-
ings, the maTks of which he plainly bore. (45)

Many acts of singular heroism had taken pleace, Among them,
Corparsl Narecisco Ortilano Compeny M, 57th Infantry (P.S.)

(4¢3) Eye witness, self; (44) A-1, p. 3; {45) Eye witneass,
self, 7
14,

Jedy



grasped the b].a‘ 61’ a bayc;net 6f one of twyg attacking
Japanese, lost one finger on the blade, but suceseded in
taking the rifle eway from the Jap and killed him with his
own bayonet, firing point blank at the second Jap. Ortilano
was wounded inlthe arms, back and legs by the bayonst of thse

second Jap . (46] e

We put outpost in the cane i'ield,f thay discovered shallow
ditches dug the day befors when we were occupied with snipers.
The trenches had afforded the Jspanese the necessary protection
from artillery fire and the quéstion of how they had continued
to pour out of the cane field was answered. (47)

Ws remained in position anxiously awaiting reinforcements.
We were low on ammunition, the men were dead tired and felt
that they should be relieved. They were hungry and meny needeé
medical attention. (48)

As darkness closed in we managed to get in contact with
the regiment, we wers ordered to withdraw through the Second
Battalion who were in position approximstely in the area of
our Battalion reserve line. They had made contact with the
41st Infantry (P.A.) on our left and had also tied in with
the E'irst Battalion. <The Yhirg Battal lon oceupled the ﬂagi-
mental reserve line and reorgenized. (49) |

On 15 Jenuary the 2lst Infentry (P, A, ) consistlng of two
Battalions was atisched to the 57th Infamtry (P.S.}. A&t 1500
on 13 January the 2lst lnfantry supported by two Battalions
of light artillery attacked the ‘tear drop salient that the
Japasnese had dug in so completely they failed $o0 reduce it
completely. The Seseond Battalion remained in the area to re-
inforce the line during the night, fearing another large scale
attack. (50)

(46) Eye witness, men 3rd Battalion, 57th Infantry {(P.S. )

(47) Bye witness, self; (48, 49} IEye witness, self;
(50) 4-1, p. 3.
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Yolonal Clerke was relieved by Colonelgnold J. Funk
on 14 January. il) |

On 15 Januafy the 224 Infentry was attached to tha 57th
Infantzy (P.S.) end one Battalion of the 2lst detached. (52)

Successive attacks completely reduced the saliemt. (53)

On 21 January Colonel ‘Amold Funk went to Second Corps.as
Chief of Staff. L, Col. Philip T. Fry assumed command and re-
ceived a one grada promotion. (54)

On. 21 January the First Battalion was replaced on the line
by a Battalion of the 2lst Ini&rtry (P.A.) At this time total
attachments consisted of 22d Imfantry (P.A.) and ons Battalion
of the 21st Infantry (P.A,) a total of four battalions. Three
of these battslions were on the main line of resistance and the
'ounthi;;inforcing the Regimental reserve line. (55)

On 18 January, Jepanesse atiacked again attam@ted to pene-
trate through the 42& Infantry (P.4,) but were repulsed,

On 16 January, Japenese attacked ageln in force in the 5lst

Infantry Area, forecing the abandonment of the Abucay, Msubsn line,

Tha Regiment moved to the West cogst of Bataan to repinlse with
its sister'regiggnt, the 45th Infantry (P.S.} a reinforced regi-
mamt of Japenese Marines, who had landed. Supported by two
Battalions of tanks and a p307131onal Air Corps Regiment, we
were successful in the anni;‘ation of an estimated 2,500 marines

ending the action on 14 February. (5?///’F4uyu
(51) A-1, p.3; (52, 53) A-1, p.4; (54, 55, 56) 4-1, D.4.
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In meking a study of this operation it Will be seen
- that if,thaiJapSneséﬂi“- had been successful in breaking
the line at Abucay and becoming firmly established behind
the Main Line of Resistence, fhe Fall of Bataan would have
been In January instead o; April because the East road wés
the main avenus of withdrawal o sll troops in ths Segond
Corps. Had a colwm of Japénese gone past Abucay it would
have reached the Reserve Battle line before the Philamericam
Foroas)since mo§t of them_wbuld have been forced to go across
country aban don” m8tor equipment and artillery and had they
' been able to reach the Reserve Battle line would not hava
had sufficient time to organize a deliberate defense lina,
It wes realized after the attacks were rqpiézad and two regi-
ments of the Philippine Army ﬁggbattached to the 57th Infantry
Combat Teem end one regiment occupied the Main Line of Re-
sistance, another less ons battalion the Regimental Reserve
Line, and a Third Regiment the 57th Infantry (P.S.) held as
a counterattack force in reserve. |
The failure of our higher commend intelligence to keep
up with the situation, for example, the 57th Infemtry (%.S.)
was ordered to procesd with haste to repulse paratroopé"at |
Arayat which proved to be‘false. Sacondly, to Abueay
Hacienda which proved to be]falsé gnd to Alongapo to repulse
an enemy landing which waS'alsé erronéous. They were prone
to accept any source of informs tion without checking the
eredibility of the source. This caused a definite drop'in
morale and lack of confidence in’our intelligence.
| The feilure to cut the cane field on the left flank of
the Batialion as it providged a pertfeet approach to the Main
Line of Resistence. Had it been cut it is unlikely that the
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Japanese would Rave heen able to storm our position. The
rest of the Battallons positions proved toée tactically
sound for the situation including the unorth;dox emplacement '
of the Field Artillery Battery which assisted greatly in re-

- plusing the Japanesse, |

Iy can'be seen that success in Battls depends greatly on
subordinate cqnmandarii . The sitﬁation moved so fast that it
was the indlvidnal on the spot who made the decisions and
carried them out.

The loss-of leadsrs on‘both sides resulted in the disor-
ganization of the Japaneses in theif-attacks on the position
and the route of I Cﬁmpany when the commanders were killed.

To sum up the results the 57th Infantry repulsed three attacks
by an enemy of swerior numbers‘and defeated the Japangsa for
the first time in World War II in their plenned assaulis, as I
demonstrated by the faet they abandoned the plan of securing |
the east roaﬁ which taoctically speaking should have continued

tc be their primary mission.

' LESSONS

Somé of the lassons to be lsarned from this operation are:

1. The adoption of Euses are bensficial and will tend to
keep the:;ﬁasiﬁg forces guessing. Ruses like the firecrackers
dropped at Abueay definitely worked to the advantage of the
Japansse, |

2. Neover underestimate the efficisensy of an enamy. We
\gié&all guilty of underestimating the Japaness. Reépact o:f
‘an enemy's capa%gities will tend to kéep us alert and prevent
surprise nmov N

3. Troops should be trained to exercise initiative, and
assume. commnd.in their ebsence of thelr commanders. The actions

of the Scouts and the Japanese show a definite lack of training

along that lina,
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4, .Remove.*'adequately cover all na.al avenues of
approach vhen in a defensive position. The neglsct to do this
regerdlass of the work emtailed will resilt in passing the ad-

vantage to the atiacking force,
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