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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 20 INFANTRY
(5TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE CROSSING OF THE SEILLE
RIVER AND SUBSEQUENT ATTACK ON THE TOWN OF LOUVIGNY,
' SOUTH OF METZ, FRANCE, 9 NOVEMBER 1944

(RHINEIAND CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of ¢ Company Commander)

"~ ORIENTATION

TNTRODUCTION (See Map &)

This_monograph covers the operations of the lst Battalion, 2d Infantry,
Sth U.S. Division in the crossing of the Seille River and subsequemt attack
on the town of Louwigny, south of .Metz’. France 9 Nowvember 1944, This action
wes a part of the overall operavion toward the encirclement and reduction of
the fortress city of Meté., France.

Following is a resume of the major events which preceded this asotion:

On 6 June 1944 the United States First and British Second Armies swoceasfully
invaded the shores of Northern France at the base of the Cotentin Peninsula.
(1)

The development of the bridgehead progressed smoothly, despite adverse

weather conditions on the beaches. With the build=-up phase and regrouping

' forces completed, the famous breoskout: cperations from the 5t Lo Area begen
on 25 July. Infantry divisions broke the crust, while armored divisions
awaited the opportunity to exploit through gaps made by the infentry. Once
the crust was broken, the operations of the Allied Forces became that of pur=
suit, whioch,during the month of August, saw the swiftest advance ever to be
mede in military history. By the end of that month, meny allied units were
less than one hundred miles from the German border. (2)

The army thet we will be principally 6onoerned with is the United States
Third, which became operational on 1 August, under the command of lieutenant
Gensral George S. Patton, Jr. Third Army's presence on the Continent had besn
enshrouded in a veil of secrecy up to this time. The VIII, XIY, XV and XX Corps

(1) A-1, p. 22-22
(2) A-1, pe 31-44



were placed under its operatvional control and the ngac'bical Air Command
was to furnish the close air support. {3)

A brief summation of the operations of Third Army during_;. the month of
August is best described in five operational phases. It must be remembered
that several of these phases were conducted simultaneously. Multiple spear-
heads thrust out in several directions at the same time with such speed and
bqldness that the Germans were thrown off balance. These spearheads thrusting
deep behind the enemy's lines resulted in huge pockets being formed; thereby
sealing the doom of many thousands of German soldiers. Phase One: The con-
guest of Britteny was a mass withdrawal of German forces into the fortified
ports on the Brittany Peninsula. One of Third Army's spearheads was on the
heels of the. £l eing enemy, and by the. end of August. the strorghold of 8%
Malo had been captureds The remaining ports, Brest,' Lorient sand S8t Nazaire
were being contained. Phase Twn The Argentan, Falaise, Mortain encircle-
ment began concurrently with the drive into Brittany. -This was anofher mass
 withdrawal by the Germans in an é.t’bemp'b to prevent encirclement. Numerous
German Counterattacks were launched against Third Army's speeding colwm in
e desperate sffort to keep an escape corridor open. Heavy losses were
suffered by the enemy without having succeeded in the stopping of 'bhé encircle~
ment. The major portion of an entire German army was trapped in this huge
pocket, FPhase Three: The Vadvance to the Seine was already in progress. The
Germens were again threatened with encirclement by & three=-pronged drive to
the north eand east. The enemy was sﬁff’ering from disorganization and ruptured
commmications. The natural and prepared defenses along the Seine were un-
‘mammed, due to the rapidity of advance which did not allow the withdrawing
Germens %o oocupy these positions. Phase Four: The advence along the loire
was executed as & seocurity messure to protect 'l:.ile exposad south flank of
Third Army. German units south of the river were not certain as to which

(3) A=4, p. B88=89
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direction it would be best to move; éonsequently, the prescnce of lé.rge
bodies of enemy in that sector presented a threat to Third Army's flank
and rear. This condition improved once pressure was exerted against the
Germans by the Seventh Army from the south a.nd west. By the end of the
mortth the German exodus resembled ’c.hat of & rout, it was a raoce s.ga.1nst
tims, in en effort to eacape through the last remaining corridor which was
repidly being closed by the advancing Seventh and Third Armies. Fhase Five:
The rout of the German forces across the Marne, Aisne and Meuse Rivers wes
a follow=up of phase three. The relentless pressure against the Germens did
not permit a determined stand to be made along any of 'bh.esé natural defense
lines. Although commmications were shattered, imits badly disorganized,
and losses in men and materiel tremendous, the ememy still retained an
overall control of the tactical situation., The German mass withdrawal was
net ye'ﬁ a total collapsé. At the ond of August Third Army extended along
the line of Verdunm,St. Mihiel and Commercy, approximately forty miles west
of the Moselle and Metz. At this point oritical sﬁorfages of supplies
forced the army to halt i:'hs eastward advence. The most critical of the
shortages waé gasoline and maps. Many tactical units were using road maps
in the conduct of operations. Before enough gasoline could be obtained to
continue the rapid advance the army would have to remain idle for almost a
week. Thore was one more mejor obstacle to oross befors reaching Germany
and the Siegfried line, the Moselle River. Intelligence estimated that a
delay in the advance at this time would result in s build-up of German foroes
in the path of Third Armys The army remained in place for a week. During
this time the Germans were regrouping the‘ir forces along the Moselle River.
The hinge of the regroupment was cenbered around Metz. Third Armyts XX
Corps was given the mission to seize Metz, then to the Rhine and from there
to Frankfurt, Germany. {4) |

(4) A&=2, p. 16, 48-52



THE GENERAL SITUATION (See Map B)

On 2 September XX Corps' dispositions had theIBth-Infantry and 7th
Armored Divisions; in the Verdun areas, of the recently established Meuse
River bridgehead. The 90th Division was still in Reims, having rum out of
gas, This division moved inte vhe bridgehead on § September. The Corps
was given the go ahead siénal on 7 September., The plan called for the 90th
Division tc operate in the Thionville area, and the 5th Infantry and 7Tth
Armored were to force orossing over the Moselle, south of Metz, then to
seize Metz. (5)

To the east of the Moselle the banks are dominated by hills that have
been cut out of the land by tributery streams, chiefly, the Seille and Nied
Rivers. Throughout the entire area, the hills eand ridges formed by thes;
rivers are steep and heavily wooded. It wﬁs upon the dominating terrain
formed by the convergence of these‘¥ivers that the famous fcrtifioations
of Metz wers built. This historic fortress, built by the Romsns in the
fif$h century, had been the scene of battle, between warring nations many
times and changed hands often. Each of the warring forces, which had swept
back and forth over thié historic babttleground, had left the imprint of their
military ingenuity and tectical inventiveness on the terrain, by the construc-
tion of new fortifications and improvememts of natural barrierss. In aill, the
fortress conteined forty~three forts and forfifiéd groups plus an additional
one=hundred twenty-eight artillery pieces.of large caliber, emplaced in Metz
propver. These forts were exclusive of those in the Maginot Line, Thionville,
and in the Siegfried Line. (6)

The delsy in advance permitted the Germans to regroup their forces in
and around the city of Metz and its fortifications. The 462d Mobllization
Division, the-permansnt gaerrison of Metz, which included the officers

(5) A=%, po 1



candidate school, a number of machine gun battalions and other miscellaneous
mits, had been rapidly reformed into regimental tasctical organizations.
These units orgenized the static defenses, the ring of fortifications surround-
ing Metz. The 17ss Panzer Grenadier Division, which had fallen back before
XX Corps' drive, now occcupied the zone to the south and soutlhwest of Metz. -
In the Thionville area the 559th Infantry Division had been mobilized very
recently. Remmants of other units were hastily drawn together $o fill in
+the gensral organizafion of the defenses. In numbers there were now approxi~
mately 40,000 Germen troops in the general area. This area was well known to
the Germsns; however, IX Corpsa' troops, due to the rapidity of advance to
Verdun, had not been allowed sufficient tims to gather and disseminate infor-
mation relative to the fortifications or the military strength with which the
Germans would defend them. The maps on which the Corps' units were operating
showed neither the fortifications nor the details of the terrain. (7)

On 7 September the divisions of XX Corps moved out as planned and at :
- first met only light fesistance. As the approaches to the Moselle were
reached, resistance increased. East of the river the donminoting terrain was
utilized by the Germans to employ direct fire weapons. Numerous 88's were
emplaced so that direot fire oquld be delivered agaiﬁs'b the appreoaching Corps.
The 90th Division was making slow progress in the Thienville area, while the
5th Infentry and 7th Armored Divisions were battling desperately to force a
crossing over the Moselle south of Motz. It was not watil 10 September that
a susceasful crossing was established at Armaville by the 10th Infantry |
Regiment, 5th Division. Bitter fighting continuved as the bridgehead was
heing. developed. After it was considered to be large encugh for further
operations, instructions received from Third Army altered the Corps mission;
it would now contain Metsz a.ud the forts for an indefinite period. This time
included all of October and the first pert of Nowﬂer. Avother offensive

(7) A=3, Pe 4
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would begin, XX Corps to attack on 9 November, objectives again would be
Motz and Frankfurt; however, this time 'Ehe forts would be by passede
Several changes had taken place in the Corps sector durim the containing
period. The 95%h Infantry and 10th Armorsd Divisions were added to the |
Corps during October. Both of these divisions were placed inte the line
in order to gain battle experiencees The 7th Armored Division was trans-
ferred to Ninth Army. The 90th Division had relieved the 5th Division for
a ten day period. The 5th moved back into the line on 1 Novembers On 9
Noverber the divisions were in line from north to south in the order of
90th, 95th, 10th Armored and 5th Division. (8) |

The Sth Division utilized the ten day relief period iu rehabilitating
its units. The depleted diwvision was brought up to strengthe Much valuabk
training had been accomplished; however, one important phase was overlooked,
the training in cooperation of tank=infantry teams. (9)

XX Corps planned to attack on 9 November, the 90th and 5th Divisions were
to envelop Metz from the northand south. The 90th Division would establish a
| bridgehead acrows the Moselle east of Thionvilie then attack south towards
Boulay to make contact with 6th Division. The 5th Division would abtack east,
bridge the Hiéd River, then attack north to meke contact with the S0th
Division in the viocinity of Boulay. The 95th Division was to make a demon-
stration in conjunction with the attack of 90th Division to erente sn indica-
tion of a major atback, then to relieve the 10th Armored Division and attack
south to éeize the city of Metz., 10th Armored Division, after relief by 95th
Division, was to be in Corps reserve in an assembly area in the vicinity of
Mars La Tour, from there to be prepared, on Corps order, to atback through
the 90th Division bridgehead, reconnoiter to the Saar River.' geize intaect
crossings over the river from Merzig to the south. (10) |
(8) A3, pe 3=6, 15, 16 |

(9) Personal knowledgs
(10) 4=3, p. 62=63



5th Infantry Division, in accordance with Corps order, plamned to
attack ea;.st across the Seille River with 24 and 10th Infantry Reglments
a.bi-eas‘ba 10th Infa.ﬁ'l:ry on the left was to cross at the bend of the Seille
Rivor, north of Cheminob, cover Louvigny and secure the morth flank of the
bridgehead. 2d Infantry on the right, making the main effort, was to oross
simulbeneously at the bend of the river near Cheminot, converge on Cheminot,
and attack louvigny from the south, from there to attack east and seize the
initial divisional objective, Silly en Saulnois. As the attack developed,
the 1lth Infantry was to extend its right flank to the Seills River and
prepare to advauce, on div_is_ion order, to destroy the enemy in the triangle
between the Moselle and Seille Rivers. (11)

DISPOSITIONS AND PIAN OF 2D INFANTRY (See Map C)

The 2d Infentry plauned to atfack across the Seille River in the order
of 2d, lst and 3d Battelions.

The regimental defensive sector, extending along the west bank of the
river from longueville les Cheminot, southward approximately 3000 yards,was
h.elél by the 3d Battalion. In regimental reserve was the lst Battalion at
Vittonville and the 2d Battalion at Bouxieres. The regimental plan called
for the 2d Battalioen to attack 'through the posfc ions of the 3d Battalion,
commencing at 0530 hours, 9 November, 150 meke sn assault orossing of the
Seille River, then o seize the town of Cheminot. snd the high ground to
the east, from there to be prepared to assist, by fire, the atback of the
lst Battalion on louvigny. 1st Battalion was to follow the 2d Batta.lion
at 0800 hours, c¢ross the river on a fastbridge, then to proceed along the
Seille River Valley to an assembly area in the walley, south of Louvigny;
from there to attack north and seize Louvigny and then to prepare 'Eo continue
the attack to the sast on regimental order. 3d Battalion was to 'be in regi-

mental reserve, to be prepared to move to an assembly area in the vicinity of

(11) a-3, p. 16
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Ste Jure upon the capture of Louvigny. After the capture of Louvigny,
the 2d and 3d Battalions were to be prepared to continue the attack to
easts 50th Field Artillery Battalion would be in direct support. Cannon
Company would be general support, priority of fireas initiaily-to 24 Battallon
during the crossing of the rivere 735th Separate Tank Battalion less one
nedium company would be attackhed to lst Battelion. (12)

THE PIAN OF THE BATTALION TO CROSS THE RIVER AND ATTACK LOUVIGNY
(See Maps C & D)

Battalion plamning had been conducted concurrently with regimenial
- planning so that ample oppoftunity for reconnsissance d;mn $6 include squad
leaders was made available. Tﬁe time #130 permitted a thorough briefing to
be given to the men in the battalion whowere to participate in the operation.
Most of the time between 1 October and 7 October was spent by the battalion
in firming up its plans and gathering valuable intelligence of the fterrain
over which the battalion would operate and of the enemy in the area. (13}
Intelligense gained from all sources including higher headquarters
produced enough facts upon‘which the battalion commander could base his
plan to achieve‘that part the regimental mission assigned to his battalion,.
The terrain in the ares, coupled with the receﬁt heavy rainfall, would
presént a prdblsm in the operation of all types of vehiocless If wvehicles
operated off roads, the going would be extremely difficult, particularly
along stream beds and plowed fieldse Considerable enginaér maintensnce would
be necessary to keep the relatively few roads in the area in proper conditien
to be used as supply rouﬁeé. The Seille River, normelly a stream of approxi-
mately twenty yards ﬁidth, had, due %o the heavy rainfall, swollen to a width
of spproximately two hundred yards‘at the point where the crossing was to be
made. Bven with this unfavorable condition, the engineer estimate indicated
that a footbridge could be installed suscessfully and in time for use by the

(12) A-6, p. 47-49
(13) Personal kmowledge
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battalion to execute its crossinge Foot troops would only be hindered by
the mud and clay clinging to their boots, which would slow down cross
‘comtry movement considerably. The normal one and one-half miles per hour
would be reduced to approximately one mile per hour. The terrain had con-
siderable variéty, incliuding the wooded and sharp rising ground found in
the river valley, where the best cover and concealment would be available.
The area o the north from the battalion forward assembly area offered
adequate cover and some concealment, however, upon reaching a point approxi-
rmately five hundred yards south of Louvigny the terrain leveled off ihto the
flat open type, actually plowed fields, barrem of crops. Louvigny was mlt
an unusual town, it had been a farming community containing twenty to twenty-
five stoné structures which were dwellings. Previous bombings and artillery
fire had caused much damage to the buildings. The debris from this destruc-
tion provided the Germans with ready made fortification materials. (15)

Prisoner of war reports and a study of merial photographs indicated
that the towns of Cheminot and Louvigny were each occupied with a rifle
company reinforced with automatic weapons. Pagny and Goin were presumed
to contain a battelion command po&t and aid station., Artillery support was
normal, however,I actual gun locavions were unknown. Armor was known to be
included with the overall defense system, however, locations were unknown at
this time. Morale of the German soldier was good and his supplies were
adequate. The latest enemy report indicated that a system of trenches existed
southeast of loﬁvigny and were occupied with the strength of a rifle platoon.
Since this area had been a battleground for some seven weeks, all civilians
had been evacuated from louvigny, Pagny snd Silly en Saulnois. This factor .
kmown would permit maximm use of supporting fires ageinst the town as the
battalion attacked it. |

The battalion commander, .Lieutenan'l: Colonel William . Bla_.kefield, Jdr.,
issued a complete field order at 1200 hours on 7 Septembera The enemy
(15) A-5, p. 1-7 and personal knowledge
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aituation and information of the weather and terrain was as indicated in the
preceding paragraph. Preliminary to ocrossing the Seille, the battalion would
move to an initiel assembly area in the woods south of Lesmenils. The commend
post, aid station and ammmition supoly point would move into Lesmenils be-
giming at 1800 hours, 8 November, in order to establish those installations
in support of the battalion's coperations the following day. The weapons
carriers would precede the foot elements of the battelion which was to begin
i%s movement from Vittonvilie at 0230 howrs, 9 Nowsmbsr, to the assembly area |
approximetely seven and one~half miles away. Each men would be issued 2/3 of
a E-ration prior to leaving Vittonville. Routes to the bridgesite would be
reconnoitered, concwrrent with the issue of extra sxmnition and final pre-
parations before the crossing was to begin.\ Since the weapons carriers could
not acoompany the troops crossing the river, the weapons would ha.vg to be hand
carried and the weapons carriers would be retained umder battalion control until
a suitable vehicle bridge could be erected over the Seilles As an additional
measure to insure adequate support from the battalions mortars, each man would
CArTY one,rouﬁd of 8lwm morter smmumition ecross the river to the positions
from which the mortar plafoon would support the battalions attack on .Iouvigny.
The plan for orossing the river would be in a coliwmm of companies in the
order of A and C Companies, ‘the ocommand group, then D end B Companies. The
attached tanks would join the battalion column ascross the river in the vicinity
of the forward assembly area. Imnediatély upon crosasing, the battalion would
begin its movement to the forward assembly area utilizing the cover and conceal-
ment of the river valley. The order of march would remain the same, with A
Company designated as the advance guard with the mission of securing the forward
assermbly area. A4s soon as the assembly ares had besen secured, A Company with
Compeny D of the 73&1:}'1 Tank Battalion abttached, would atteack north, seize the
trenches on the high ground soubhéast of louvigny, thers to take up defensive

positions in order %o protect the right flank of the battalion. The remainder
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o |
of the battalion would close into the assembly area ag meke final prepﬁra-r
tions for the attack on Louvignye The two meditm tank compenies and battalion
headquarters of the 735th Tank Battalion would join the battalion in the
agsembly s.rea... A Company of the tank battalion would be etbtached to C Company,
the remainder of the tank battalion would operate under batitmlion control. An
sngineer tz;eadwa.y bridge wes to be constructed in the vicinity of the assembly
arca during ‘the nigh‘h of 8-9 November in order that this coordination could be
carried out as planned. C Company was to attack on the right on a frontage of
four-hundred yards; B Company was to attack on the left on a 'fromtage of three
hundred yards. The boundary between companies would be the m:m road running
south out of the town. After capture of the town the attack would turn east
with Companies B and C to advance five hundred yards from the eastern edge of
town, there to assume defensive positions for the night, to be prepared to conw
tinue the attack to the east the following day on ordere. 3B Company was to
establish contact with 10th Infamtry on the high ground nor'theast of Louvigny.
One machine gun §1atooi1 of D Company would be attached to each essault company.
The mortar platoon of D Companmy would be in gemeral support, from positionms in
the drew southwest of the town. One rifle platoon from B Company would comsti-
tute the rifle elsment of the battalion reserve. As steted previocusly, the
commend post, aid station, and ammmition supply point would remein in Lasmsni}.a
during the attack. Evacuation was to be by litter to the fonti;ridge, then by
Jjeep ambulance to the aid a‘cation. All of these inetaila.tions would displace to
Louvigny after it had been oléared of enemy. A battalion observation post was
to be eastablished on the high ground southwest of Louvignye The battalion com~
mend group would follow the attack behind B Compeny. (lé)

MOVEMENT TO INITIAL ASSEMBLY AREA AND FINAL

PREPARATIONS FOR CROSSLING THE RIVER (See Maps C and D)

The battalion moved from Vittonville as plamned. The foot elements of the

bettalion srrived in the initial sgsembly area at 0530 hourse The evening befors

(16) A~4, pe 1=-2 and personal knowledge
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a hot supper had been served and 2/3 of s K~-ration was issusd. The weathsr
was unpleasant, rainy and cold, typical for this time of the year in this area.
The men had gotten very little sleep so far. The command post, aid station amd
ammunition supply point had been established in Losmenils. The weapons carrisrs
had been dispersed in the assembly are.a. in order to facilitabte the removal of
woapors and ammunition. As final preparations were completed as plamned, the
time was approaching H-hour. The men were kept so busy in the assembly that
little rest was obtained, consequently an already very tired battalion would
soon begin its movement across the river to the forward assenbly arsa. There
were still several thousend yards of cross-counmtry merching to be traveled
prior to the attack. .s.}.thougl;x this condition dampened the spirits of the mem,
morale was stil) high. Perhaps an explenation of the excellent morale amd
esprit is the fact that finally, after over a month of defensive combat, they
were eager to go on the offensiw again. No srtillery fire had fallén in the
assembly area during the babtalions stay there of approximately two hours.
Artillery and mortar fire could be heard falling around the drossing site,
undoubtedly directed at the 24 Battalion's attacke. Regiment reported that
Cheminot had fallen to the 2d Battalion against little opposition. As A
Company epproached the crossing site, men of the 24 Battalion mﬁd be seen
advencing to the high grownd east of Cheminot. (17)

NARRATION

CROSSING OF THE RIVER AND MOVEMENT TO FORWARD ASSEUBLY AREA
(See ¥op D)

The battalion command group wes on the neer side of the footbridge awaiting
the arrival of the battalione The battalion commander realized that this would
be & oritical point during the crossing. He and his staff were to be of great
assistence in the maintenance of control, particularly since the aree was under
inmbermittent artillery firee Men were encouraged to continue moving to the
relative safety of the far side. A Company had begun its crossing as planned
(17) A=7, period 8=9 Novenber and personal lmowledgé
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followed by the rama.indei' of the battalion. The enb:h? battalion had croased
by 1000 hours. No cssumliies had been suff'eréd by the battalicn., As the tail
of the battalion oleared the bridge the head had already marched approximately
one half of the distence to the forward assembly area. The battalion wes strung
out throughout this distance. Contact between companies was maintained by the
u'se of comneoting files. A drizzling .col'd. rain was falling, dadding to the dis-
comfort of the tired men as they trudged along. The round of 8lmm mortar ammu-
nition was an additional burden which would soon be dropped onte the mortar pla-
toon positions, Some of A Company?s men had alresady dropped the round they were
carrying., No enemy had been reported by A Compeany up to this time, The column
continued fo move, the men becoming more exhausted with each steps. The remmin-
ing 1/3 E-ration in ths men's poasession would be eaten in the essembly area in
order to save time. 1/3 of the ration had slready been eaten as breskfast in
the old assembly area. At 1030 hours a few snow flurries bogan to mix with the
ra:in and the temperature dropped several degrees. An ocoasional round of artile
lery fell on the south side of the river as the column moved along the north
side whiahl was protected by the deep defilade formed by the sharp rise of the
north benk. This was a positiwe lverifioa.tion of the berrain report. At é.p-
proximately 1300 hours A Company commander reportesd the srrival of his oompany
in the assembly area and that he did not see any tanks at 'Ehe'proposed orossing
site where D comp&ﬁv of the 735th Tank Battalion was supposed o have joined hias
companys. The battalion commander instructed the A Company commender to continue
his mission and that he would check with regiment as to where the tanks were.
Having received this informetion 'h.;he A Company commander promptly began prepera-
| tions to attack the trensh system as planned. Although his company ocoupled the
battalion assembly area, no security force had been semt forward nor to the
flenks in order to secure the areas In a very short time this failure proved
Yo be & costly mistake. At 1330 hours A Company cems under a devastating hail

of small arms and eutomatic weapons fire on both flanks, front and rear. The
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company was in the progress of deploying for its attack, which, dus to this
sitmtion‘would not tales place for some +time, if st 2ll. The situation weas
reported immediately to the battalion commender, who ordered the A Company
commander fb assault the enemy positions immediately then to continue on

his missions The German positions were well comcesled and expertly emplaced

to accomplish an ambush against such é. target as offered by A Company. The
fire so completely covered the company thet any atvempt to move meant another
casualiy, which were mounting rdapidly. A Company was definitely stopped, the
oommander had no wnit wcommitted with which to influence the action. The A
Company commander informed the battalion commandar ofthe situation +that his
compeny was complebely pimned down, his ocasualties were high and that his
comipany could not advence, In the mean bime, the battalion commander, after
me.king a hasty estimate of the situation and a personal recomaiszsance, de-
cided that he would leave A Company in their present positions %o protect the
4rear of the battalion and continue with the plamned attback on Louv:lgn& with B
and ¢ Companies, A, B, and C Companies were informed of his plan. 4 Compeny's
predicament .and the plan to oontinue on with the attack on Iouvigny was imme=-
diately reported to the regimental commander via radio. The regimental com-
:_mnder indioated 2pproval and stated that the 3d Battalion would relieve A
Company during the night. It was definite, at this time, that the tanks would
not participate in the attack since they were unable to get across the river

as the constructed treadway bridge had fallen into the river. The battalion
commnder sent hiz 8«3 to contact 2Zd Battalion which was on the high ground
east of Cheminot. He was to coordinate the fire support whioh 2d Battalion
was8 to furnish and also to inform the 2d'];a:bta.1:i.on Commander of his plan of
maneuver. The final instructions the batbtalion commander issued to the Company
commanders included the information of the tanks not partiocipating in the attack. '
Although the battalion was not in the se;eoted assembly aresa, no change was madse

in the boundary between compesnies. The nscessary adjustment for deployment would
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be made as the companies moved out of assembly area to the north. The A
Company Commander was informed that his company would contain the enemy with
which it was engaged until relieved during the night by sd Battalion, after
which the Compeny would reorganize and move to lLouvigny to join the batvalion.
’i‘he time of attack wa;s set at 1515 hours, A'ten minute prepara.tionrof artil-
lory f:i.re would be delivered on the objeotive preceding the attack. The
mortar platoon was in position to supﬁort the attaclke The B and C Company

- Commanders exchanged plans of mansuver and both commenders agreed that once
the companies were exposed to observation from the town that marching fire
would be employeds It was felt by these company commanders that with both
companiez employing marching fire simultanseously the effect on the ensmy would
cause him to seek cover, thereby permitting the companies to advance into the
town. To further the chances of success, addiié:i.ona‘.l artillery fires would be
requested on the town and the south edge, while the assault o ompanies moved
in as closé as possible behind this fire. The artillery preparation began at
1505. B and C Companies were prepared to move out as plammed. (18)

ATTACK ON LOUVIGHY (See Map D)

B and ¢ Companiss moved out promptly at 1515 hours in the abteck., Machins
gun end morber fires of 2d Battalion being delivered on louvigny could he heard
as the companies moved forward out of the assembly area. The € Company Commander
heving an open right flank positioned his support platoon behind his right
assault platoon with the mission of proteocting the exposed right flenk. Par-
ticular attentibn would be given to the high ground where the trensh system
was looated., The attaok progr;ssed rapidly and in a very short tims the men
would coms under observetion from the southern edge of louvigny. As the assault
coﬁpanies came abreast of the trench system small arms and awtomatic fires weré
directed at C Company's right flamk. Neither B nor C Company was within obser-
vation distence of the town as yet. The decisive action of the support platoon

(18) A~5, p. 3-4 and personal knowledge
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leader of C -Cémpa.ny immediately remedied this flanking fiire situation by &
rapid maneuver to the left fla.nk of the enemy pgsition. They quickly cver-
ran the position, captured twenty Germans, and wounded or killed six others.
With this flank threet sliminated the attack contimued unimterrupted, but
only for a short time. As the companies left their last cover and came under
observetion of the town they were met by small arms automatic weapons and
mortar fire from Louvigny.

The attack might have bogged down at this point had it not been for the
earlier decision of the B and C Companry Commanders to employ marching fire in
ocrossing over this open ground. In unison the two companies, in a skirmish
line approximately five hundred yards wide, opened fire, moving while doing
80+ A tremendous fire superiority was built up in this maxmer. Ths 81's and
artillery were dropping concentrations throughout the town area. The marching
fire did not let up at any time, the firing and forward movement was continued.
As the assault compsniss snbered 'bhe south edge of the defenses the supporting
fires lifted to the north and east.

The support platoon of € Company had resumed its mission of protecting
the right flmk of the battalion; however, it was minus its platoon lseader
who was wounded in both legs during the short but fierce fight whon capturing
the trenches. Several men of the platoon had also been wounded. No other
casualtles had been sustained by the battalion thus far with the exdeption of
A Company whose commender, at this time,.was wmable Lo egtimate his losses.

Platoon and squad lsaders had plammed the house to house cleaning up
operations of Louvigny in great detail. Each men Imew exé.c'bly what was
expected of him; consequently, upon 'reaching the town no time was lost in the
buginess of digging the Germems out of cellars, buildings and other similar
hiding places. Ricocheting small arms fire echoed throughout the streets as
one small group of men covered the movement of another group. Hand grensdes

and even bazookes wore employed inside of buildings quite effectively. The
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gtreets soon Eeoame alive with German soldiers marching to the rear with both
hends over their head. It was dbvious that most of them were still dazed from
the artillery, mortar, machine gun and small srms fire that had been poured
imto their positions. Some of them appeared to be happy over the fact that
they had been captured. certainiy all of the supporting fires f.he.t were de-
livered against this enemy proved to be most effective. It was 1630 howrs when
B and C Companies entered Louvigny. Bvery possible location of enemy was inw-
vestigated as the mopping up operations progressed. There had been no letting
up, but rather a determination to do s complete job was the aim of the mene

When the lst Flatoon of € Company reached a point about half-way through
the town it was "i;a.ken under fire by a direct fire weapon at extremsly close
range. Any attempted movemsnt was immediately brought under this fire. Only
& portion of the platoon was able to return the fire. (19)

Private First Class Harold A. Estep, a browning automatio rifiemsn of lat
Platoon, under cover of the fire of his squad, edvanced boldly to a flank posi-
tion then worked his way to the rear of the enemy position holding up the advance
of his platoon. He took the gun orew of the 88 dual purpose gun completely by
surprise and killed the entire crew with a well efmed burst of fire from his
automatic rifle. This permitted the platoon to continue ite advance. (20)

As the companies cleared the north and east edge of the town a few scattered
Germans were seen running toward the town to the east., A combinstion of artiliery
fire and well aimed rifle fire changed the minds of the would be escapees.

Both companies, having cleared their portfom of Louvigny by 1730 hours,
imediately sst about the task of securing the objective for the nights Posi-
tions were taken up about five hundred yards to the east, between Louvigny and
the ra.ilroad, each company covering spproximately a five-hundred yard sector.
Darimess was setting in fast.

(19) Personal kmowledge and A-~5, p. 5
(20) Personal knowledgze
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I+ had become increasingly colder through the day.ami enother uncomfortable
night conld be foreseen by the men. The men hoped that they might take adven-
tage of the warmth of soms of the buildings in the town on a relief basis.
Their hopes were enswered since about one-third of the defenses included the
edge of town.

The count of prisomers of war taken by the battalion was about Ione-htmdred
fifty with an undetermined mumber of dead and wounded. The battalion had
suffered only fifteen casualties. It was not until the éarly morning of the
next day that an accurste estimate of casualties in A Company oould be made.
Some of the wounded of A Company, who were able to orewl, managed to get back
to the ald étation, as wel}l. as a considersble number suffering from battle ex-
haustiona.

Engineers had cleared emough of the supply route of mines to permit
vehiele use within a.n hour after the town iaad been cleared. A vehiscle bridge
had béen constructed, replacing the footbridges The displacement of the come
mand post, aid station and ammunition supply point to Louvigny was completed
by 2000 hourse |

All thet remsined for the battalion to be intact once again was to have
A Company in the area. 3d Battalion relieved A Company during the night. A
Company joined the battalion et 0530 hours the following morming. Its casualties
had been very heavy, almost éna half of the fighting strength of the comparny.
(21)

To sum up this ac;tion - the battalion had made a successful abtack, having | _
teken its objective with very light cesualtiscss Even though it was without the
gupport of ome of its rifle companies and with nro tenks te asasist, it still
suoceeded in aooomplishiﬁg its mission. The suocess of the attack can be atiri-
buted to leedership of all commanders participeting and the aggressiveness of
the command as a whole. This success contributed immeasurably to the ultimate
encirclement and reduction of Metz.

(21) A=5, pe 5-11 and personal lmowledge
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The fall of Louvigny was the beg;inning of a series of similar attacks
by the battalions of 2d Infantry whioch by the 19th of November had covered
46,000 yards, liberated 42 towns and villages, captured 622 prisomers, lkilled
an estimated 950 and wounded an estimuted 1800 of the enemy. The regiment
made combact with reconnaissance slemsnts of the 90th Division, thereby ocom-

- pleting the encirclement of Metz.

During the overall period, 9 Hoﬁ-ember - 19 November, the regiment's loss

wag 5 offieei-a and 48 men killed, and 15 officers and 275 men wounded. (22)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. FPRIOR PLANNING

We can gemré.lly. say that prior planning for this operation was excellent
in most respects. The tactical, supply, and evacuation plans were outstandingly
well thoughtout. Although, as was pointed oub, as a whole there was exoel_len:b
plerming, one weakness existed. PFailure 1o insure maximm rest for the men of
a wnit prior to an attack can cause serious adverse results. The movement of
the battalion from Vittonville to its initial assembly aresa commenced at 0250
hours, arriving in the assembly area at 0530, certainly no sleep and little
rest was obtained by the men during this time or until the crossing began at
0800, A very minimum amount of sleep had been obtained prior %o leaving
Vittonville due to the amount of prepasration necessery prior to vacating this
area., Furthermore, the men still had several hours .of veryl tiring marching
after crossing the river when moving to the forward assembly area. A prineciple,
and a sound one, is that troops should be fresh and well rested in order to
make & vigorous atbask. It is believed that if the battalion had moved early
on the evening of 8 November to the ihitial assembly area that more sleep and
re;t could have been obtained by the mene They would have at least been well
rested to begin the movement to the forward assembly aresa. Although no adverse
results can be atitributed to this failure, it could have resulted in an wnauo-
cessful attaclk.

('22) A=8y pe 55
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2. SECURITY

Every commender is fased with security and should take full responslbility
Yo insure that his umit is never surprised due to failure to take proper secur-
ity measures. In the case of A Company'é failure to accomplish either of its
several missions, this was dus direotly o a lack of security. The mission of
securing the battalion forward assembly ares should have been enough of a
directive to the A Company Commarder to at least investigate the high ground
surrounding. An even better solution would have been to physicelly place some
element 4of his command to occupy the high ground. If either of the two methods
offersd above would have been employed, it is believed that the company would
not have been so completsly surprised. It was not the numerical strength of
the enemy position but rather the expertly emplaced and concealed weapons which
ca.used- the trouble %o the company. An investigation of such lilely positions |
could have prevented the enmtire company from wallcing into the trap. This
failure resulted in unnecessary loss of life and depleted the company to one
half of its fighting strength. If A Corpany had been aveilable for the attack

on Louvigny, the battalion could have achieved its objective with possibly

even feower casualties and certeinly with a more secure right flank,

5. TANE-INFANIRY COOPERATION

Normally, when an infantry commander has tanks attached to his wunit he
immediately thinks of the tremsndous support that the tanks will provide for
hig unit. His tastical plan, normally, will include the maximum use of the
tanks he has at hls dispoéﬁ.llto the utmost of their capabilities. This bat-
talion commsnders having a hattalion of tanks less one medium company . attached,
mede plans to employ the tanks in the attack on louvigny. This plan had to
be altered since the tanks did not cross the river as scheduled. Seversal
reasons were given for the failure of the tanks 4o join the infantry as
plapned; that the treadway bridge had not been successfully installed; also

an umsuitable site had been selected for the crossing; and finally, that the
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river had swollen to a width beyond expectiations. Eve.nthough these reasons
were oorrect, it was inexcusable for the té.n.ks Yo fail to Join the'ba.tta.licn.
It would be difficult to plase the blams for this fajlure on any one person,
but rather du; t0 a lack of understanding of the problems involved in the
coordina:hi'%n'.ofa'bankd.'nfantry combim tiona Ger‘bainly a more posi;bive action
should have been taken when the treadway briage broke through, such as an
alternate plan Gv cross at another.poinb‘ The attachment of armored engiuveers
to the tank battalion might have been the answer as they ere better equipped
with armored bridging material than is an infantry division. It is believec}.
thet the mejor fault lay in the fact that neither the vankers nor the infantry
had been imbued with the full appreciation of the limitations and capmsbilities
of the other. This is further attribubed to the lack of a tank e¢lement being
organically assigned to the infantry division or regiment. Consequeantly, train- |
ing between taunkers and infamtrymen had been neglected. It is believed that the
present T/0 and E, with tanks organic to the infanmtry division and regiment,
should alleviate the problem of tank-infantry cooperation. In this case; the
failure of the tanks to join the infantry reduced the ocapabilities of the
battalion tremendously and eould have been the weight necessary to turn the
tide of the battlee. The tanks would have been particularly useful in assist=
ing the riflemen in orossing the open grownd south of Louvi gny. Fprtﬁnataly,
the battalion was able to take its objeoctive with relative few casualties
without the assistame of ermor.

4. MARCHING FIRE

The success achieved by B and C Companies in the attack on Louvigny
through marching Tire is worthy of note.
| This was the first time marching fire had been employed in a coordinated
battalion abteok in this unit. The complete success emjoyed in i'bs‘initia.l
application provided the battalion ancther maneuver for future operations. In

the words of the B and ¢ Company Commanders, the men were sold on it.
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In this instance, a distance of about 500 yards of opsn ‘terrain had to
be traver#ecl in the face of enemy fire. An attack of this type oan be very
coatly and many times will feil completely. The enemy usually has the adva.ﬁ-
tage of covered positions .from which he oan ocause great demage %o groups of
men attacking over open ground. Thia disadvantage to the atitacker can be
greatly overcoms if a large volume of instantaneous fire is delivered on the
enemy position, thereby foroing him to abendon his firing parapet for the
safety of the lower part of his hole. When such instanbaneous fire is de-
livered by rifle units and is sustained while those units move toward the
objeotive, it becomes marching fire. To be smﬁessful. %the volume of fire
Mt include every available weapon and must be dense enough.’co- cover the
emtire enemy position. - In this case, B and € Company covered 500 yards of
open ground in the face of strong enemy positions with & m:;.ninmm of oasualties
and made rallatively short work of mopping up the objective of eonemy, atill
dazed from the volume of fire he had been subjeoted tos

IESSCNS

1. Prior planning for an attack should include provisions for maximum

[

rest for particips.tipg trocpse

2+ Continuous ssourity is the responsibility of every commander. Ko
mit should“ ewrbe surprised because of the commanderts failure to provide
§roper security msasures.

3« Tank-infantry ccopsration is achieved only 'hhrmgh training and
mxtual .u:“:‘lt-lersta.nding. | | |

4. Marching fire, frequemntly, will emable a_g:};ii_:i__ﬁq oross. E:_c__t'z‘-emely

open terrain when no other maneuver can be successfully used.

e e Rt caPat
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