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: THE OPERATIONS OF THE 172ND INFANTRY
(43RD INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE VICINITY OF ROSARIO,
LUZ@N PHILIPPINE ISIANDS, 15-29 JANUARY 1945
" T(LUZON CAMPAIGN)
(Personal'Experience or a Cannon Company Commander)
- Imanvcmo |
| This monograph covers the operations of the 172nd Inrantry,
743rd us Division in the Battle for ROSARIQ LDZON, PHILIPPINE
ISLANDS 15-29 January 1945 &uring tho oltabliahmant of the US
Sixth Army beaohhead in the MIKE-J, OPERATION. |
'_ In order to orient the reader, it will be necessary to
_diéeusa the major events which led up to thiz action.

The basic plan of the LUZON, P_HILIPPINE ISLANDS (MIKE-1)
0pération shcompassed & majof-amphibioﬁs éssault landing; amrloy-
ing the largeast roree ever essembled in the Soathwest ‘Pacific Area
up to that bims,:to establish e beachhead in LINGAIEN GULF. This
landing was to 59 supported by the full'qir énd navalrrdséuroos |
of the Alr Forces and the United States Pacifio Fleet. Supporting
air and naval eraft operated from bases in NEW GUINEA, MOROTAI,
| MINDCRO, and ‘LEYTE.

Follewing ostablishmsnt of the initial beaehhead, overland
-orrenaive operations to re-occupy the GENTRAL PLATINS-MANILA aroa,
and rinally to oomplste tho conquest of EUZON, ‘were oontemplated.

The overall pnrpqss of these epgrationg was-torestablish bages
to sd@port future operations north of LUZON; to deny the Japanese |
use or tho northern entranoe to the GHINA SEA° and to reoatablish

o ——

the Philippine Government in its capital oity, MANILA. (See Map A)
- R

(l) -A-ﬁ, p. 6



'THE GENERAL SITUATION '

In the execubion of the plan the Sixth Army was to land two
| Corps abreast. S-day was confirmed as 9 January 1945; T-hour was
to be at 6930. The I Corps, on the left, comprising the éth and
 -43rd ﬂivisions, was 60 ‘land on beaehes in the SAN FABIAN area;
the XIV Corps, oensistins of the SVth and 40th Divisions, wasg to
‘lend in the vieinity of the bown of LINGAYEN; the 25th Division,
the 158th Regimentalfcomhat Team; the 6th Ranger Battalion, and
 the 13th Armored Group were to be in reserve afloat. ZEaoch corps
waa'directed tg-gb in with'ﬁwé divisions abreast, and it was
planned to put aahore.en.s-day the maximum force consistent with
the oapacity of the beaches., (2)

Since the Japanese ware'kﬁaﬁn to ocoupy a strohg position in
the general area DAMORTIS-BAGUIO, the left wing of the Sixth Army
wag considered to be much more vulnerable to attaock than the
right wing. Therefore, it was planned to land the 158th Regimsntal
Combat Team north of SAN FABIAN, in the I Corps zone er aoction, on
. the left of the 43rd Division, on S/42, The 25th Division and the
15th Armored Group, both in floating reserve, were also to land in.
the I Corps zone on S{2. unless the tactical situation demanded
| _etherwise. (3)

"TUAT’@N"NB'?LANS OF THE 43RD INFANTRY DI YISION

on 10 OGtober 1944 while statiened at AITAPE, NEW GUINEA,

inrormation was received that the 43rd Divisien, as part or the

| I CQrps would partieipate in tho Sixth Army's campaigh to

(8) A-2, p. 16
(3) A-2, p. 16



recapture LUZON, PHI:IPPINE ISIANDS. Intensive training and re-
équipment d: the diﬁiéion waé eondugteé. Training oonsisted of
anphibious landings; 1nrantry;tank teamrcoordination, night
pqtrbliinss motorized movements, and battalion assault firing
o#sraisee._ No shortages of oritical items of equipment existed
pfior to the opération. _Replaoqmsnts wore received to bring the
‘division to full T/O0%E sﬁrength. Combat exercises were conducted
based on the actual missions to be accomplished duﬁing the assault
to éacurs theﬂbaaohheﬁd.' Terrain, resembling as’nearly as possible
the ground of the objeotivos a8 determined rrom'vertieal and
oblique aerial vhotographs, was utilized to familiarize all
inrantry elements with the details of the tactioal plan, Every
_o:rioer and man in the division was :ohearsed in hls specifiec

duties during the initlal phases of the operation.

iég‘ha;Eh‘ The mission of the 43rd Infantry Division was to 1ané on the

iSixth‘Army left (north) flank in ﬁhe SAN FABIAN-DAMORTIS area

‘with its right boundary the BUEQiRIVER Following the seizure of

~ the initial beachhead, the division was to advence in its zone of
.aetion, seizing and sscuring crossinga over the égygwggyER
preparatory to continuing 1ts advance to MANILA.

| ..Préliminary information derived from Intelligence Reports

| based_bn Guerrilla sources indicated that the objsotive_arsa'of

| the'diviéian was strongly defended by thé Tepenese 2%rd Infantry
Division and the 58th Independent Mixed Brigade, with fortifiocations
and gun emplacemagtscéhatructé& on the beaehés from the mouth of

the BUED RIVER at SAN FABIAN north to include ALACAN, (4)

(4) A~4, p. 1



— The decision was mede to land the division on three beaches
_ dosignated-aszeach White ONE, Beach White_TWD; and Beaoh White
THREE,'éxtanaing south from the vioinity of ALACAN to SAN TABIAN.
:7Thé l?Snd Reg1mental-Cmeat'Team {less two battalions in divisién'
._rgsgrve) was te land on the host northerly beaeh; Beaeh ﬁhite
~ ONE, located north of ALACAN, The 105rd Regimental Combat Team
‘was to land on the most southerly beach, Beach White THREE,
looated'wesp-of SAN EABIAH;: The 169th Regimontal Combat Team.was'_
_ to land on the center beﬁgh, Beaeh.Whité TWO, located south of
-ALACAN.  To- prevent ove:taxing the bqaoh facilities, the division
g raéerve,_cansisting of the lst and Srd:Battalions of the 172nd |
| Infentry, was to be landed on ocall upon any one of the three
_beaches; as_the tactical situation required and the beach condi
~ tlons permitted. (See Map B) o
Loading was oompleted Christmes Day, 1944 and a rehearsal

landing was conduated 27 December. The convoy departed AITA?E,
NEW GUINEA, at 281700 December 1944, Enemy interfersnce with-thq
ﬁoﬁemsﬁt to the Objective Area was charaoterized by ineffeotlive
attempts-or a few midget submarines and a considerable number of
"Suioide Plane" attacks. lone enemy destroyer, attempting to
_'inriltrdte the“eonwoy oft MiNDORO-ISLAHD, was btaken under fire by
the destroyer screen_and exﬁldded in a sheet of riams visible for
thirty (30) miles, (5) | | |
| .-'Bnrs;day, Q:January'1945, following a heavy bombardment from
3 J§150 minutea-to T houﬁ (0956), by planes, battleships, cruisers, |

';5).'A-4, p. 2



'deatroyers,-rocket boats and LCI's mounting 4.2 inch mortars,

the assault waves, mounted in LVT-A4‘3 end LVI-4's were disoharged

--from LST's, formed quiekly, and crossed the line of departure on

schedule at 090850 January,
?he first waves were landed on Beaches White ONE and White

THO at 0930 and on Beach White THREE at 0940 and progressed
repildly inland, securing ALACAN Railroad Crossing at 1036 and SAN
FABIAN at 1055, Enemy opposition consisted of heavy mnrtér and
aftillery fire on Beaches White ONE and TWO, cauaing a number of
‘easualties, while only sporadic artillery fire fell on Beach White
~ THREE, Civiliana reported that the Japanese had evaouated their
shore defenses twe days prior to tha'landing, following an initial
Alr Force and US Pacifio Fleet bombardment,

_Thé decision was made at 1000 to land the Division’Reserve;
1st and 3rd Battalions, 172nd Infantry, on Beach White ONE at

onse, since Seaoh conditions proved very favorable, (6)

SITUATION AND PLANS OF THE 178ND INFANTRY (See Map C)
| Immadiately upen 1and1ng, the 172nd Infantry was to selze

.~HILL 585 ostablish a road bloock on Highway 251 at the bridge
_aqéaigg;ds-north o:_é@%CAN,_and patrol vigorously toward RABON,
HILL 563 and HILL 585. These measures were to secure the diviaion'
aﬁd”the SixthrArﬁy left flanks and neutralize an anticipated major
enemy eoﬁnterattaok from that direction. The‘Divisibn Reégrvo

(1st and 3rd Battalions) of the 172nd Infantry) was to be located

(6) 4-4, p. 2



in vioinity of PALAPAD to deal with this enemy counterattack it
it devaloped; and to be :eédy to exploit-Sucoeés at any point in
the division zone of action. (7)

The assault waves went forward smoothly and rapidly desplte
oppoaitibﬁ in the zone of the 172nd Infantry characterized by
enemy artillery fire of all celibers tip to 300 om howitzers and
scattered smell args'resistancg-rrom smell enemy groups which were
‘quiokly_aliminated. Alir and naval gunfire support was effective., (8)

The regiment resumnd its advance on objeetives at daylight o
10 January, seized HILL 585 and initiated envelopment of HILL 585,
Strength was alﬂo advanoed north along the ridges east of the
RABONAALAGAN RaAD to reinforoe outposts in the vielinity of RAﬁGN.

e

On HIL%fégo the regiment made its Pirst contact with eneny cava
positions, encountering mutually-supporting caves and tunnel
aystems which were employsd as shelters for ehemy infantry and
gun positions for enemy artillery. These cave pesitions proved
to0 be characteriatic of most Japanese derensive positions on
LUZON. (9)

Elemsnts of the 158th RCT oommenced landing on Beach White

. iamca et AT
N ST

| ONE early on the morning of 11 January, passed through the Divi-
sion 1aft flank and relieved lat Bqttalion, 172nd‘Infahtry in the
violnity of RABON effective 111300. |

én la-Janﬁéry the'eﬁrdvRGT (less one battalion) was attached

to the 43rdeiviaion from I 00£pé Regerve and moved to positions

(8) Personal knowledge
(9) Personal knowledge



north df'HIL£.585 prepared to attack north along the l}nﬁﬂﬂ}PP%
SGSQHILL 567-AM;ANG. The 103rd Fleld Artillery Battalion, in
_auggg;t.sfythe 172nd Infantry, engaged in d continuous counter-
béttery}duel with enemy artillery in caves.

By 13 January, it was epparent that the enemy had elected
to hold ﬁhe high ground on the Sixth Army left at all costs,
| while in the flat lands to the.south, 8ixth Army elements pro-

ceeded relatively unopposed. The 158th RCT was attached to the
43rd Divislon ahd ordered to attack north in its sector. The
168th RCT maede rapld progress north from RABON along the coastal
plain and seized DAMORTIS on 13 January 1945. The 63rd RCT
'endountered stiff enemy resistance as 1t advanced but secured
positibns on the southern slopes of HILL 363 prior to darkness.
The 172nd Infantry sustalned numerous casualties in driving a
étubbornly-resisting enemy from his dug-in position on HILL 580;
positiqns near the military crest, however, were secured. _
On 14 Jenuary, the 158th RCT attacked east along the DAMORTIS-

'ROSARIO Highway while the 63rd Infantry seized positions on HILL
363 end continued to advance on HILL 367. The 172nd Infantry,
attacking agginst fanatical resistance, seizéd HILL 585 and |
Initiated envelopment of H;FLH565'

At this tima; inféiiigence information indicated that the
65rd, 158th, and 172nd RCT's were engaged agalinst approximately
one enemy reinforced infantry brigade and two battalions 6f
~ertlllery in the ROSARIO-CATAGUINTINGAN area. (10)

During the night of iZ‘January, an urgent order from 43rd
Division Headquarters directed the selzure of the ROSARIO-

DAMORTIS Road by darkness of 15 January.

(10) A-4, p. 8



NARRATION
- A\ !__7 L i r{_
CUTTING THE ROSARIO-DAMORTIS ROAD (r1) - bﬂ”?”'"”

‘At 150700 January 1945, the Reglmental Commander adopted a

course of action which directed the 2nd Battalion to move sast

from HILL 585 across the foot hills of the maln ridge line in =

flanking movement into the APANGET RIVER VALLEY and then north to
secure the NATIONAL HIGHWAY.' The 3rd Battalion passed through the
2nd Battalion and & coordinated attack on HILL 665 was launched E
by the 3rd Battanon at 0900. |

o T

‘ The 2nd Battalion immediately struck out across the plain
'to the north. At noon, & strong Japanese force was engaged in
‘hestily prepared poslitions 500 yards southeast of PIMMILAPIN.
Both the 2nd and 3rd Battalions became heavily engaged with the
‘enemy wlth only visual contaot between the two battallons. 'HILL_
665 was defended from the heights by many well organized mechine
gun ] positions. L Company succeeded in knocking ‘out these
- positions and inflicted heavy casualtles on the enemy on the
‘high ground and in tunneled artlllery positions. 3ome positions
| held artillery pleces which were destroyed on the ground. Gther
'positions had been vacated and only the emplacements remalned,
. After HILL 665 was secured I Company at 1700 pushed to the north
. across the high ridges Just south of the National Highway.
Meanwhila,_tho end Battallon successfully engaged and
defeated the enemy force attempting to block its adVanCe to the
north. Apparéntly the enemy was taken compleﬁely by sorpfise by.
_the’flanking movement to the right. W®hile his dofehse.was.

determined, it was hastlly organized and, after a short but intense,
(11} Personal knowledge
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pitched battle at PIMMILAPIN in the early-afternoon, the Japanese
defense crumbled. The 2nd Battalion Commaﬁder exploited the sur-
prise and shock of first assault and immediately pushed forward
to cut -the ROSARIO~DAMORTIS ROAD. The Battalion reached lts
objective at 151700 January, severing the NATIONAL HIGHWAY north
of GONGEPCION, and organized the domlinating terrasin north of the
Highway, ccmpletely cutting off the enemy's main supply route

' between ROSARIO and DAMORTIS «

THE ADVANCE TO THE NORTHEAST

After the 3rd Battalion secured HILL 665, I Gompany overcame
scattered resistance and_pushed on to establish contact with the -
BndrBattalion at the highway juﬁt east of CATAGUINTINGAN. The
organization'and cccupation of this ridge 1ihe was'complicated by.
enemy artillery fire from the valley to the east, near ‘ROSARIO.

_ At the time the objective was taken, the supply of the two
battallons employed at this point necessitated a hand-carry for
a.ﬁeriod of seven miles ovér stéep and rocky trails that were
interdlcted with hostile artillery fire. |

Artillery firerof varyihg caliber fell throughout the nlght
of 15-16 January on the newly establlshed positions. |

‘The following day, 16 January, strong patrols were dispatched
to contact the 63rd Infantry Regiment to the east and to recon-
noiter posltions in the valley west of the 3rd Battalion. Patrols
of the Qnd_Battalion_mdved sast to within 2000 yards of ROSARIC. |
Other eiamehts:sécured more favorable terrain to the north and
east of the original position. Enemy artillery and mortar fife_i-
contlinued to ihcrease throughout the day and night.

An;airdrop to supplement the supply of retions and aﬁmunition:_

cafriedﬂby clvilian carrlers failed to materialize. However, bne_

11l



artlllery observation plané (L-4) dropped limlted emergency
ratlons and evacuatedvone serlously wounded patient. Both flanks
of.the Regiment were exposed with no contact established with
units on the right or left; The day's operatlion netted a total
of 52 counted enemy dead. | | |

Reconnalssance and securlty patrols to the flank and front
made strong enémy contacts. Casualties from patrolling and enemy
mortar and aftillery fire were heavy. Three officers from K -
Company Securing the ridge line to the west were killed during
qnemy.artillery concentrations. The supply situation continued
critical. |

On 17 Jenuary, the lat Battalién was released from Division
Reserve and raverted to Régimental control in the vicinity of the
Regimental Commend Post near GONCEPCiON. Because of the compara-
tively smell amount of rations and ammunition which had to be
fcarried several miles over.rugged, rocky hills, offensive
operatidns were feétficted to stfong combat patrols carrying out
reconhaissanca_and contact misslons, Contact with the 63rd
Infantry on the left was denied by‘heavily organized defensive
positions held and maintained by the enemy in ths valley west
of thé ridge line secured by the 3rd Battalion.

During the night'éf 17-18 Januvary, a battery of 155mm
howitzdr,’horse drawn, Japanese Artillery was heard moving east
on the ROSARIO-DAMORTIS HIGHWAY. The column was approaching the
road block held by the 2nd Battalion. Elements of the 3rd Bate
télion on the ridgelline to the south could cover a section of
the HIGHWAY to support the defense of the 2nd Battalion. The
enemy mérched down thé-Highway to within amtll'grms range of the

2nd Battalion weapons covering the approaches from the west,

12



Exerciéing superb fire discipline, the Battalion held its fire
| untll it could effectively annilhilate the enemy battery. Almost
simultaneously, the full welght of the defensive fire power of a
rifle platoon reinforced which held the left flank of the biock,
was pdured on the Japanese column. Before the battery could be
destroyed, one gun crew succeeded 1in swinging one field plece into
positlon to fire directly Into a wooded draw approximately one
hundred'yards_to the north of the highway where the Battallon Ald
Statibn and Command Post were installed. The Jap crew su&céeded
in firihg a single round of direct fire which burst 1In the treés.
This single enemy shell killed three (3) officers, including the
ﬁattalion_commander and S-2, and fourteen (14) enlisted men,
SQriously wounding several others. When daylight came, one
Jabanese artillery battery, complete with personnel, horses,

and flve 155mm Howitzers littered the National Highway. A single
wouﬁded Jap survived and was captured. |

At.180800 Jaﬁuary, B Company weas detached from the Reglmental

Resérve, and.dispatched to'phss through the positions held by
.the 2nd Battalion to a forward position'approximaﬁély two miles.
to the northeast of the roadblock to secure the hill mass overw
looking tha town ofARASARIO. The advance of B Company to this
positionlachieved complete secrecy and surprlise. From this
vantage ppint the_company Commander dlrected highly wuccessful
artillery‘fire'on'enamy bivouac areas and supply and evacuation
routes ieading'to the town of ROSARIO, Before being joined by

the remainder of the battalion the following day, B Company killed
some 50 Japs without suffefing a single casuslty. (12) |

(12) A-8, p. 6
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The terraln sgcured by B Company, together with the vital
enemy information obtained from their forward posltions Influenced
the plan for the selzure of the.town of ROSARIC which was known
to.be a Japanese supply base and communication center, The Regil=
mental Commander's plan directed the remainder of the lst Battallon
to bulld up on the positlon held by B Company, preparatory to a
coordinated attack to take ROSARIO, and cut the National Highway
leading to BAGUIO. The plan was approved by thelCommanding
General, 43rd Division. -Meanwhile,Athe suppiy road was being |
‘pushed ahead as rapldly as possible. On 19 January, the remainder
of the lst Battallon, less C Cdmpany, moved northeast to join B
Company on the ridge line northwest of ROSARIC. The Regiment,
during this perlod, was'supplied entirely by clvillan carriers
and emergency air drops which provided a maximum of 2/3 ratlon
per daj. -However, the smmunition supply fulfilled the combat
negds.' | |

A strong énemy attack developed on the night of 19-20
January ageinst the rear of the 3rd Battalion. A "Banzal" attack
_ wag_launched from the west in strength of a full company.- The
enémy counterattacking force was repulsed. Thils penetratlon was
| attempted at the I Company perimeter which was reinforced wilth
a section of heavy machlne guns. At dawn, the morning of 20
Januarj, & total of 68 Jap bodles were found inside the line.

No friendly casualties were suffered. (13)

The advancé of the lst Battallon on 21 January was met by

' determined enemy reslgtance and haévy casualtiea werse suffered

'befofa the ridge line overlooking ROSARIO was secured. At this

- (13) A-8, pe 7
| ' 14



time the Regiment was reinforced by the 2nd Battallon, 12lst
Infantry, Philippine Army, This unit was immediately given the
missi;niof seéuring tﬁe suppiy line over the ridges extendlng to
the south from the ROSARIO-DAMORTIS HIGHWAY, thus disposing these
troops séuth of the 3rd Battalion. Concurrently with the advance
of the 1lst Battallon, the 3rd Battelion continued to knock out
 enemy strong pbints in the valley to the west, while the 2nd Bate
talion mainteined the rosd block and executed pressurs on the
Japanege line to thernorth and east, gaining visual contact with
the lst BattalionQ C Company was released from Regiﬁental Reserve
and joined the lst Battallion northwest of RS ARIO.

On 22 January,-the force advancing on ROSARIO was built up.
to two battallions, the 3rd Battalion moving in on the left of
the 1st Battalion. The‘lst Battallon pushed sputheast toﬁard
~the objectlve againstlheavy and determined enemy reslstance and
suffered many casualties. On 22-23 January, the advance galned
1500 yards and seéuréd the ridge line which froms the west wall
of the BUGO VALLEY. |

THE SEIZURE OF HILL 900 '}v\a?s;.

kY

On 24 Jenuary, the 158th Combat Team and 172nd Infantry were
grbuped'to'cqnstitute the MacNider Force under the command of |
Brigadier General'Hanford MadNider, as a part of the.éSrd
Infantry Division Relnforced. (14)

The 172nd Infantry was glven the mission of seizing' the high
ground north and east of ROSARIO in order to establish a roasd~
| block on‘the ROSARIO-BAGUIO near DQNGONt; The 158th RCT was given'
the mlssion of opening the ROSARIO-DAMORTIS HIGHWAY and estab-

lishing contact with the 172nd Infantry to its east. At 241000

(14) A-4, p. 17
| 15



Jﬁnuary, the lst Battallon was ordered to advance to the east
into the BUGO VALLEY to oocupy the ridge line designated as

the line df departﬁre for a coordlnated attack on the following
dey. Time of aettack was to be 250800 January. The 3rd Battalion

‘moved out following the lst Battalion. (18)
RS .

The BUGO ROAD was & heavily used Japaness supply route

o e e e

leading into enémy dispositions to the north. Combat intelll-

gence revealed Japanese strength in the valley at two battellons.

" (18) The plan for the seizure of the regimental objective

directed the 1lst and 3rd Battalions to move across the valley
cutting the Japanese supply road. The 2nd Battalion had the dual
miésion;bf sedufing thé éxpoged north flank and advancing in |
stfength on ROSARIO, coordinated wlth the main effort to the east.

The:initial advance the afternoon 6f 24 January was met with
heavylénemy ertillery concenfr#tions. The troops dug 1n after
dusk on the line of departure. |

_ Intelligence reports from captured'anemy documents ah§

civilian end guerrilla sources confirmed the fact that the objec-
tive'was a heavily fortified position with pillboxes constructed
pf logs gnd steel which the approaches from the south and west |
to BAGUIO. (17)_:§E§§m§g§pa1n, HILL 900, dominated the entire
BUED RI?ER VALﬁEY, and was 1ater'revealed to have a more extensive

underground_défensive set up than had been previously estimated.

_ 'Huge underground fortifications constructed with 12 lnch I beams
dug in the southern slope of the objJective ridge formed the back-

~bone of the installation. Large rooms had been constructed and

(18) A-4, p. 17
(16; A-8, pe. 7
A'S,. pa 8
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were connected by-tunnals to defensive gun positions cdmmanding
the BUED RIVER VALLEY and approsches from the south and the west.

At 250730 January, the artillery.preparation commenced and
continued for thirty minutes. The 1lst Battalion jumped off ét
08BQ0 in column ofucompanies,_B Company leading the assault,. .The
attack was limlted to a company front. The lesading company
recelved no enémy fire as 1t advanced, unobserved by the enemy

"o the crest of the hill. The lead scouts advanced across the

ridge line and drew no enemy fire. It was not untll the entire

company, moving in three columns, had attalned the heights that
the Japs inltlated a barrage of mortar and small arms fire,

B Company had a strong, hastily prepared line that dominated
Japanese poqitions along the objective rldge to the south. A
Company pressed hard on the rigﬁt of B Company, wlth the remalnder
of the 1st Battallon rapidly moving up to reinforce the initial
.ground_heldxby the assault company. The 3rd Battallon, echeloned
to the fight rear, scrambiedrup almost vertical grasay slopes to
further extend the lines to the right. The northern nose of HILL
900 was secured and the helghts overlooking Q§MP“0NE and the barrlo
at DQNGON werse completely held by the lst and 3rd Battalions that
afternoon. Our casualties 1in selzing and securing a foothold on
HILL 900 were 9 killed and 50 wounded. (18)

THE CAPTURE OF ROSARIO

While the attack on HILL 900 was in progress, the 2nd Bat-
talion fought to the outskirta of ROSARIO from the northwast and
the. northeast taking HILL 600 preparatory to occupation of the
town. Advance reconnalssance patrols entered the town under

scattered fire on the afternoon of 26 Jenuary.

(18) Pefsonal knowledge
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The night of 25-26 Januery, the Japs launched two coordi-

nated'a tac§§:on HILL 900,'suppdrted by .heavy and light mortar

LS

preparations, but failed to galn penetration of the perimeter
and heavy dasualties were inflicted on them.

At 266800 Jﬁnuary, the 3rd Battalion made a right turh to’
push south_down_the sefiea of ridge knobs between HILL 200 and
the road junction at UDAIO where the National Highway from ROSARIC
‘to BAGUIO Joined the route southward leading into the central |
lplains.‘ The 1lst Battalion waé'1eft to secure the northsern tip of
HILL 900, |
. The 3rd Battallen jumped off at 260824 January, étriking the
heavyiJapanesé fortification commanding the roed junction from
the rear. All the enemyﬂheavy gun poéitions faced to the south.
To meet the advance of the 3rd Battalion moving from the north,
fhe:anemj wes forced to leave hils plllboxes and defend the ridge
line frqm_hastily preﬁared positions on the ridges. The 3rd
| Battaiion edvanced 700 yards from hill to‘hili fightihg for every
gingle yard.

On 26 Jénuary, the 158tp RCT succeeding 1n completely
opening the ROSARIO-DAMORTIS road from the west making contact
“with the 172nd Infantry after nearly two wesks of bitter fighting
along the_Natiohal Highwey. (18) The opéning of this road
shor tened our main Bupply road by 10 miles and the winding, steep
and tréacheroua supply trall wag abandoned for the two lsne
concrete highway, _

At 281030 January, the town of ROSARIO was completely
occupied by the 2nd Battalion. This marked the end of a four

(19) A-4, p. 17
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day selzure of this Japanése supply and communicatlon center
which ehtailed mopping up anemj resistance by foot troops moving
from house to house, many of ﬁhich were mined and booby trapped
by the Japanese before relinquishing the town. The town con=
tained many supply dumps of signal, medical, ordnance and quarter-
mester supplles,
‘The advance of the 3rd Battallion a mile to the north to

cut ROSARIG from the northeast developed into a bitter and hard
fought.slﬁgging match. As the Infantry edvanced, the flghting
developed into & battle of hand grénades, the.Japs defendipg
only a few yards from the crest of the knobs, and the battalion
'téobps craﬁling on thelr stomachs to thrcw_grenades over the .
ridge'liﬁe. Both forges.weré too cldsely Jolned for use of any
supporting weapons heﬁvieﬁ then 60mm mortars and knee mortars.
On the last-high ground north of the Highway, the Japs made hils
moqt determined sténd. K Company assaulted and selzed the knob
and suffered 2 killéd and 46 wounded. After two days of fierce
fighting the 3rd Battalion‘fiﬁally reached the vital road
junétion at UDAIO at 291200 January 1945,:securing the last phase
of the Reglmental objectlve at the northérn limits of the Slxth
| Army beachhead.. |

' The severance of the National Highway at thls junction cut
off one of the main.Japanese supply installations which were
well camouflaged and dug 1n one mile southeast of}ROSARIO, con=
sisting of 58 separate supply warehouses. 7

During thils ROSARIO Phase of the LUZON campalgn our casualties

were 135 killed in actlon and 579 wounded in action as compared

with 1260 Japanese %1lled and 8 prisoners of wer captured. (20)

(20) A-B, Pe 10
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To sum up the results of thils battle: The 172nd Infantry
in capturing HILL 900 and ROSARIO has given friendly forces the
following advantages:

(1) Secured the road net, DAMORTIS-ROSARIO-SISON.

(2) Denied the enemy the use of his ma Jor route to end
from BAGUIO.

- (3) Neutralized the enemy forces massed in the DONGON
area,

{4) Captured 1100 tons of Japanese supplles of all types,
in addition to numerous vehicles and weapons.

(5) Provided a key terraln festure from which to launch
subsequent attacks to the north and northwest,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
1. SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

- Next to the Japanese'elaborato system of.derensive forti-
ficatlons, the seﬁeﬁ mile bulldozed supply tfail was the greatest
difficulty'encountered by the 172nd Infantry in the ROSARIO
opération. Wheeled vehicles could not traverse the ateep,
rocky, vertical dips, and the Philippine natiﬁas who hand-
carried suppliss wers subjedted to such heavy enemy fire that:
alrdrops eventually had to Ee_résorted to in order to keeﬁ the
attécking troops_equipped with supplies and ammunition. The
 inadeqﬁﬁte supply of food and water tended to reduce the combat
-efficienéj of the troops when, on 16 January, the alrdrop falled
o materialize, thereby restricting operatioﬁs to combat patrols,
‘reconnalssance and contact missions, This failure of supply
resulted in a restriction 6f aggressive offenslve movemeﬁts

forward.
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2 MANEUVER

HILL 200, 1500.yards to the northeast of ROS&RIO'commahﬁed
the DAMORTIS-ROSAHIG.ROAD, the BAGUIO ROAD, the SISON ROAD and
the piains'to the south of ROSARIO. It was evident that to-
approaéh thls fortress from the west along the DAMORTIS~-ROSARIO
ROAD, or from the south through thﬁ low level ground would be
costly and would promlse little success.

_ The order was given to the 3rd Battallon to attack from the

north'flank. The disadvantages of this plan were apparent. A

_mafch'of six mlles over extremely difficult terraln was necessary
before our forces could expect to contact the enemy. Supply,

‘avacuation and communicatlon over this distance would be diffi~

cult and would be subject at any_time_to enemy interference. No
troops were avallable, inltially to secure the line of communi-
catlons or to assist in supply and evacustion of thls battalion.
If the'ehemy.chose to:commit'themselves In the hllls, and then

counterattacked in strength, the regiment would be in a very

- poor position to assist the battallon.

However, examination of the terrain and 1ts lack of cover

~and concealment for troops attacking from the south or southeast,

plus our knowledge of Japanese strength defending the area made
it.evident that the advantages of a long range envelopment to
attack from the north outwelghed the disadvantages. A bold plan
'df:action, and skillfulraggressive exscution of thils plan
resulted in the'captﬁre of HILL 200, the key terralin 1in the

‘reglmental sector.

3.  REAR ENVELOPMENT

‘The Japanase defensive fortificatlions on HILL 900 were

organized on key terraln features faclng to the west and to the
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south, and were organlized in strength. It was necessary to
‘reduce each position individyally. However, as had been antiei- -
ﬁated, the enemy had not con emblated an attack from the north,
and when the 3rd Battallon enveloped from the north fiank, the
Japahese were forced out of fthelr plllboxes and had to fight on
-ﬁhe-ridge lines. Consequant:y, the reduction of the fortifica-
 tions was effected with greager apeed and at less cost that
could normally have been expecfed.

4. DEBARKATION DRESS REHEARSAL

Debarkation rehearsal wés conducted for all troops the day
after embarkation and the day before salling. The entire division
N o 'stood out to sea durlng the ﬁight, formed up 8s & convoy and re=- .
. entered AITAPE Roads Jjust befora dawn, in simulation of an
S invasion. The beaches had béen-preVioualy_marked of f to simulate
 !\€L* those to be used in LINGAYEN%@ULF.' The various ships anchored
:"}é - in thelr proper order'and co@bat troops with thelr light equip-

ment were put on the beacbesfin exact accordance with the

| schedulé and plan as approveé_for the gctual landing. Differences
'of-uﬁderatanding, minor faults In the plans and obscure points -
were thus discovered and eliﬁinated,'and all personnel lnvolved
'wera given a clear pic@ure of their own partlcular parts in the
play. The results of this réhearsal were evident in the smoothly
afficlent landing at LiNGAYEﬁ GULF on S-Day.

\* 5, INFELXIBILITY OF THE ENEMY

' The Japenese had fortifféd the hill mass overlooking
ROSARIO from the north in sucp aﬁrength that to attack from the
south or west would have'résqlted in numerous casualties to our
V%X;Q§ ‘forces. All apertures of piﬂlbbxea opened on the BUED RIVER
"~ Valley and the hills to the west, taking advantage of the
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natural étrength_of the terralin. However, the enemy's fallure
to_establiéh even observation posts to the north left his rear
complately open to the unanticipated attack of the 3rd Battallon,
aﬁd-rgéulted in his being forced to fight'oﬁ exposed ridgé
lines. This inflexibility of planning resulted in his ultimate
destruction. |

6. RECONNAISSANCE

.The detéiled'preliminary reconnalssance by the Reglmental
Commander of the 172nd Infantry of the areas to the south and
westrof ROSARIO, supplement;d,by information from 1nteliigence
agencies, proved to him that, although these approaches would
have been normal routes of attack, iIn this cazse to use these
routes would be dlsastrous. His meticulous map end ground
reconnalssance resulted in his bold plan of asctlon to envelope
the enémy's.rear. He wéighed the risk and risked the chances,

- and therqby achieved & notable tactical sﬁccasa due principally
to his detalled réconnaisﬁance. |

7. DEFENSE OF DOMINANT TERRAIN

HILL 900 was an 1deal positlon from which to defend. It
afforded excellent observation and fields of fire and was the
key terrain in the ROSARIO sector. The Japanesse conaldered 1t
inaccessibie by attacking forces, and 1t most likely would have
been moat difficult to attain 1f they had used all asvaillable ﬁlans
to defend 1t. However, anticipating only frontal or flank
assaults, tﬁe enemy neglected an "all around defense" with the |
result that they were attacked from their weakest point and lost

thelr commending ground in the ares.
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- LES3ONS
1ls Special measures mnet be initiated and maintained to
supply units in the attack whose ueual eupply 1inee beoome“
inoperative. )
2. A bold plan of long renge mansuver, skillfully and
aggressively carried out nillloipen_pimeeinsure gqulck selzure
of the-objective with a minimum of oasualtiee.. S

Se A carefully planned and aggressively executed envelop—

e et M SR ratim e rhekn M

ment from the rear will result in complete deatruction of the
opposing forces. |

4. Rehearsals, in areas and under conditions similar to

Rt

the projected operation, by all troops participating in an
amphibious landing will reeult in e smooth operational landing.

- B, Exploi"t‘ation of the inflexibility of the enemy's plan

" will do much to ineure tactical success.
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6;” Detailed preliminary reconnaissanoe, if time 1is
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avallable, prior to a tactical operation is 1nva1uable in

creating surprise and defeating the enemy.

N Defense of dominant terrain must follow the principle

e T3 e

of all around eecurity ir the commanding ground ia to be

e T

izt

retained.
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