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THE - OPERATIONS OF F COMPANY, 101ST IRFANTRY
(26TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK ON
MON SCHUMANN CROSSROADS, LUXEMBOURG,

27 DECEMBER 1944 - 3 JANUARY 1945
(ARDENNES CAMPATIGN)

{Personel Experience of a Company Commander)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCT ION

This monograph covers the operetions of Company F, 10lat
Infantry, 26th Infentry Division in the vicinity of MON SCHUMANN,
LUXEMBOURG, 27 December 1944 - 3 January 1945, during the
ARDENNES CAMPAIGN,

In order to orient the'reader, it will be necessary to
review briefly the exploits of the Third U.S. Army prior to
this time, |

After hecoming operational on 1 August 1944, the Third
U.S. Army, commanded by Lieutenant General George S. Pattom Jr.,
was given the mission of exploiting the breakthrough at AVRANCHES.
(1) The drive struck with lightning like rapidity and knifed
through successive hestilvy orgsnized defensive positions until
it reached the line of the MOZELLE RIVER, (2) Here the attack
ground to e helt, the oversxtended supply and communication lines
cauging s shortsce of cescline, ammunition and other vital ltems
hecessesry to continue the operstion., (3) (See Map 4)

. On ordera from SHAEF, the Third Army was to maintain =
defensive position alone the penerel line they now occupled
untll supply fecilities ecould be built up to the point where
continued offensive sotion could eesin be undertaksn, (4)

~ @Genersl Petton, believing success could be geined only by

offensive action, and ofrsid of whet the implications of being

(I} A-3, p. 90
(2) A-2, po 138
(3) A-4, p. 87
(4) A-3, p. 143



on the defensive would do to the morale of his victofious troops,
then undertook whst hes been termed the "offensive-defensive”.
{5)

on the 8th of Wovember, the XII Corps, spearheaded by the
newly committed 26th Division, struck a sledge hammer blow at
the opposing German forces, (6) Hsndicepped by record high
floods snd sticky French mud, the Third Army, nevertheless, re-
lentlessly pushed the surprised Germens back towsrd their vaunt-
ed West Wall svstem of fortificstions, (7)

one of the primery objectives of the Third Army drive was
FORTRESS METZ, which wes encircled and taken by the 5th and 90th
U.S. Infantry Divisions., Although METZ was surrounded and occu-.
pied, four of the forts continued to offer reaistance. (8)

In the esrly psrt of December 1944, 1t became apparent te
Allied intelligence that the Germsns were concentrating forces
somewhere on the Westerm Front, In a special Estimate of the
Situation, prepered on 4 December 1944, Third Armj G6-2 reported
these.significant foctsa: _ .

"Thet eight Penzer, three Psretroop, snd three Infentry

Diviaions were out of contsct in the mnorth;

Thet the enemv's esontinued fsilure to commit 5 snd 6 55
Penzer Armies. desnite the threstening edvsences into
Germeny, stronrlv indiceted determination to employ this
powerful mobile reserve in s co-ordinated affort;

Thet a G-2 Alr snslysis of enemy rail movements revealed
extremsly hesvy traeffic towsrd the Eifel, opposite the

Ardennes., 0On November 26, TAC/R planes reported 300 trains

T8Y &-2, p. 139

(6) A-3, p. 168

(7) A-5, D 8

(8) A~3, p. 173 %178



"in movement and in marshelling yards. On other days
the number ran from 33 to 84 traina;
That on the baals of this analysis a large build-up of
troops and aupplies cleerly was in progress opposite the
southern (Ardennss) flenk of Pirst Army." (9)

There was also some indication of an armorsd build-up
between COLOGNE end TRIER. (10) SHAEF G-2 probably felt thet
the enemy would uée these armoréd slements to counterattack
our flenks sfter we hed crossed tha.ﬁg@ﬁﬁand entered the COLOGNE
plein. Thst would hsve been the lozical course of action had
the situetion beeﬁ reversed, As events were to prove, this
eastimation wss in error.

on fhe_eold, wot anow-powdered slopes of_the §9§§§§F§EEFL
hills on Fridsy night, 15 December 1944, all hell suddenly broke
looss, Along a seventy-five mile strip, shells of all calibers
up to and including fourteen inch guné pounded the American
lines. The Germsns struck across byéggg&;gggy in front of
MALMEDY; they stabbed through the LOSHEIM GAP. Down both sides

““""’-—-———!
of the SCHNEE EIFEL nose thet points into the BELGIAN~LUXEMBOURG

border, Nazi spesrheads slsshed toward 3T. VITH. They smashed
across the QUR RIVER on the south; they crossed the SAUER to
asasult FCHETERNACH, just north of LUXEMBOURG CITY. Hitler’s
counteroffensive, <blv lad bv Pield Harshal Von Rundstedt,
was on, staking 211 on terror, flendishly end clevérly applied.
(11) (see Msp B)

)K ¢cn the 18th of December, Genersl Petton was summoned

to Twelfth Army Group Headguarters et LUXEMBQURG. Thare

%) 2-3, p. 192
(10) A-S’ po 219
(11) A-3, p. 223



General omer Bradlev briefed him on the situation and asked
how soon Third Armv forees could be shifted to the ARDENNES. (12)
This mesnt & comlete absndonment of the proposed Third
Army offensive and the resulting stupendous jéb of awinging
an entirs army of 300,000 men ninety degrees with their accom=
panying supply instellastions, General Patton replied that he
would have the 4th Armored, the 26th and 80th Infantry Divisions
moving to the area_within 24 hours.
The new grouninc of the Third Army would plece the VIII
Corps on the west: III Corps in the center; XII Corps on the
east; XX Corps holding the SAAR selients and protecting the
Army's exposed resr, (13)
i}y’ IIi Corps, comprising the 4th Armored Division on the
left (west)s the 26th Division in the center; and the 80th
Division on the rieht (eesst), attecked, oéoo, 22 December with
the mission of reliaving the defenders of BASTOGNE. (14)
This feat of moving three divisions, two of them engaged, and
attacking in 8 new diregtion for 125 miles through a raging
blizzard, will go down es one of the great moments in mili-
tarw history. |
[:Ehe ARDéNNES area was difficult country for military
operations. It is bounded on the west by the MEUSE RIVER with
1ts deep vallev snd hirh bordering c¢liffs, Eastward into Germany |
the countrvy consists of o series of persllel ridges and valleys
running from northesst to southwest, The heights are not great,

rising to not more then fifteen hundred feet sbove sea leVelf\

(12) a-2, p. 189
flsg A-3, p. 237
14) A-3, p. 237



The river asystem has slsshed deep gorges betwesen the heights.

a third of the sres is forest covered, mostly firs and spruce.
K&t 1s poor tank country for the hills and forest confine ve=-

hicles to the rosds winding slong the valleys. A network of

good roads connects most of the amall towns and villagegll (15)

TR

DIVISION SITUATIQN

The 26th Division hsd lended st the port of CHERBOURG on
_Z_§Egiifgi? 1944, TFor slmost e month the division was held in
15;' reserve in.iﬁRMANDY while 1ts men were orgenized into truck
compsnies for the Red Bell Express. (16) -

gn Sth petober, the division joinead XII.Gbrpa in the

vicinity of NANCY. Thers it remesined in defensive paaitioﬁs
until 8 November, when 1t spearheaded the_XII Corp§L;fﬁ%£hh)
capturing MOYENVIC, CHATEAU SALINS, and SARRE UNION. (1%)
’:7 'WQQW on 11 Dacember, elements of the 87th Division began re-
; lieving the 26th Diviasion in the vicinity of SARREGUEMINES.
/qys' The division retrsced its steps over its o0ld battle grounds

to METZ where it wes snticipated thet the division would spend

from four to five weeks in rehabilitation. (18)

The 101st Infantry, 26th Division, was given the miasion
of conteining the one remsining fort (JEANNE D' ARC) still
offering resistsnce, (19) Af this time the 26th Division
was under control of IITI Corps, which had entab11shad head-
quarters at MET? on 6 Drcember with the mission of the final
reduction of the MET? svstem of fortificstions.

on the everine of 19 December, word was received at division

headquarters that the division would move out at 1030 the

(I5) Personsl knowledpe

(16) A=-5, p. 3 :

(17) A-5, p. 9 3 A-T, p. 168 & 171

(18) A-4, p. 136

(19) -5, p. 19
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following morning, (20) The destination was LUXEMBOURG where
the division would teke psrt in the III Corps co=-ordinated
getteck ordered for the 22nd of December, (21)

Va The division plen of stteck for the initial phase of the
[ operetion wra two reciments sbresst: the 104th on the right,

(See_Map C)
the 328th on the left, end the 10lst in reserve. (22)

S

‘COMPANY SITUATION : o

[
\

P
s fd During the recent offensive in the LORRAINE, on 13 |
November, F company hed been surrounded and captured by the .
Germans. {23) This left only the cooks and mess personnel

of the original members of the company.

! The compsny wes reconstituted es followsf a lieutenant,
liggion officer from division, took over command; a platoon
leader from E compenv was sssigned es eXecutive officer, and
two replacemént officers were essigned as platoon leaders.’
The battalion bettle pstfol of eleven men wes disbanded end
the personnel sent to.F compeny e8 N.C.0.8. The balance of
the compeny was filled with spproximstely eighty new replace-
ments, fresh from the Stetes. Of this new organizafion, only

ﬁ;\the plstoon lesder from E comoeny end the members of the battal-
,“‘ \.\‘ W :

ion battle petrol hsd =nv previous combst experience. (24)
Good, bad, or indifferent, this wses thé anit thet was te opioae-
the cream of the Nezl Elite'diviaions in the Bulge;j)

About two deys after the compeny was raconstifﬁtad, four
of the new non-coms beceme cesualties while orn a mission of
clearing wocds., From this point until the regiment wes relleved

nesr the (German border, F compeny formed the battalion reserve.

(84] 478 B 13
(25) Peraonsl ¥mowledge
(24) Personal knowledge 6



on 10 December, the regiment was relieved by slements of

. the 87th Division end a tecticsl motor move to METZ was made.

(25) It was plsnned to send ell of the 26th Division, with the
exception of the 10lst Infentry, into immediate resbf\

The 2nd battalion, 101st, was to contain the Germans atill
holding out in FORT JEANNE D' ARC while the lat and 3rd bat-
telions would gusrd the equipment and supplies in the forts
alreedy surrendsrsd, Under conceslment of darkness on 1l
December, the 2nd bettalion took over the siegse from elements
of the 345th Infantry, 87th Division. Thse régimental commander
ordered thst no sttempt would be made to atteeck the fort other
than by fire, The fort wes to be sterved into submission. (26)

on 13 December, the.fort cepitulated end 514 prisoners
were teken, (27) The mission of the.2nd bettalion was complet-
ed end the unit moved back to METZ. P company:was billeted 1n
the SCHLIER CASERNE, which hsd been & former German officers!
Candidste School,

'The compeny settled down to life in gsrrison. Training

commenced on 17 December znd life was made more bearabls by

"the hot mesls end the promise of movies &nd night passes to

METZ. Showers were set up in METZ and the men recelved a change

of fresh elothing when their long missing duffel bags put 1ﬁ
8 gurprise seppearsnce, (28)

on the 16th snd 17th of December, the division received
4,&00 replecements, (29) These men were part of the 5% over-~
head of Army troops which Genersl Patton had drafted to re-
Plenish the renks of his dwindling combat divisions. (350,31)

5T 5

(22) A-3, p. 202
523) ﬁ g ‘o (381 A-gj D. %gg
(28; Porsonsl nowledge (31) A-3, p.
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Theaa fillers csms from ordnance, tank deatrover, englnesrs,
f1eld artillery, snti-esircrsft, snd air.corps units; further-
more, they lescked formsl infentry trsining other than that
recaived during besic treining, This wes usually several
years old, (32)

The next dsy wes spent in exchenging pistols for rifleas,
mugette bags for pescks, end in reoreanizing and re-squipping
the compsny. Some of the replecements received in the LORRAINE
wore promoted to W.C.0.s due to desrth of materisl in the
company. Technicel sergeants of Ordnance and Air Corps were
pladed in squads as riflemen until they were able to prove
themselves capsble of being subordinate leaders,

U

the evening of 19 December, the compeny was alerted for a

The anticipated trsining period was never begun for on
motor move, (Z3) Restions were 1ssued snd the $ ton trucks were
loaded with ammunition snd wespons, The compeny wes at full
T0/E streneth, with the sxception of officers, and sufficient
additional personnel were sveilsble to form a headquarters
platoon, (34)

At 0800, 20 December, sfter = hot breskfast, the company
was entrucked in everv conceiveble type of tranaportation for
the move northward, Divisionsl 2% ton trucks, enginesr dump
trucks, and huge pontoon trucks wers utilized for the move. A
peculier sight 1in the midst of the column was s truckload of
Germen PWs, who had been ceptured at JEANNE D! ARC. The di-
vision had moved out so hurriedly that no time was available
to turn them in at the stockade, The men had besen lssued K

rations for the trip snd were werned that they would have to

(325 Persone! knowledre
(33) A=-6
(34) Personsl knowledge



relieve themaselves the beat way they could from the moving
trucks, for no stops would be made until the convoy reached its
destination,

As darkness fell, the convoy moved into an assembly area
in the vicinity of ARLON, arriving there about 2030 hours. The
men ®ere detrucked send the company kitchens arrived end started
preparation of a hot meal., (See Map C) The men bedded down
ont the side of s hill. [%arly the next morning it began to angg

on the morning of 21 December, the company officers were
summoned to battslion heesdqusarters where they were oriented
on the situstion thst then existed in the ARDENNES. The first
informetion sounded grim for it told of German paratrooperQ
landing behind our lines snd csusing considerable damage and
confusion; of Germ-ns in Allied uniforms using Ameriocan tanks
and vehicles to smbush our columns. Rumor was rampant that the
Germans were drivine civiliens shead of fhair.armored columna
In the hope that the soft-hearted Ysnks wouldh't shcot. Bat-
tglion issved orders thet the troops would fire regardless.
The ecompany officers then returned and oriented the men.

Gas masks were brought up from the rear and issued to
every man, This wes to be s mesns of ldentification to diff=-
erentiate our troops from the Germsns wearing our uniforms,.

As en additional mesna of identificstion, esch men wore his
gas detector brsssard eround his shoulder. (35)

on 22 December, the company moved out at 0900 and marched

to REICHLANCE where it sgain bivousced for the night. (See

Map C) The bettelion st1ll remeined in regimental reserve.

(85) A=5, p. 22



At 1630 on 23 December, another move was made to FOLSCHETTE,
where @%ﬁe agein the compsny spsent a cold, bitter night 1n
the w00552> (See Mep C)

At 0400, 24 December, the 2nd batfalion was taken from
reserve snd attecked the town of RAMBRdUCH on the division
left flenk, (See Msp C) This town hsd been in Germen hands
8ince the 26th Cevelry Reconneissance Troop had been driven out
on 22 December., E end F compenles wore to be in assault, G
company in reserve, This was the first time the company had
tested combet, and 1t was to bitterly show the lack of train-
ing in the unit.

The compsny hsd no sooner jumped off 4n the attack than
the fire from s lone German mechine gun pinned the entire
company to the ground. The officers snd WCOs attempted to
get the men to move forwsrd but no amount of pleading or threat-
ening was of svail, The men, petrified with fesr, would make no
sttempt to fire their rifles, Finally the company commander,
Lt. Larkin, snd o croup of non-coms made their way around the
flenk end wiped out the mmchine gun nest, but not without the
death of one of the pletoon sergesnta, During this eplsode,
the company executive officer. who waa trylng to get the men to

return the fire, discovered thet meny of them did not lknow how

[ (‘

to load the M~-1 rifle. NULVEE SR \%

A
The compeny reorgenized and moved 1ntot§AMBROUCH only to-
find thet 1t had slreedy been taken by E and G compsnies. [§;v~
eral men had been wounded end five more were suffering from
froatblite, having lein motionless in the snow for over an houg;l

The battelion then moved ocut et 1530 for the town of

10



EKQOETSCHETTE and occupied it without resistsnce. The battalion
bivousced for the night. (See Msp C) (36}

On Christmas morning the battslion moved out at 1100 to
attack the town of BILSDORF, Only e few (ermans wers encouns
tered ond the town wes occupied without difficulty., (See Map C)

F compeny remeined in BILSDORF while the rest of the
battelion moved on to ARSDORF, (37) (Ses Map C) The com-
peny had hardly sntered snd occupied the town, when the com-
pany kitchen showed_Up with Christmes dinner. The mess per-
sonnel had besn cooking it on the ritchen truck in order that
they could serve it st the first opportunity that presented
itself. Well filled with rosst turkey, potatoes, carrots,
peaches, reisin bread, coffee and cigsars and settled In warm
quarters, the morsle of the compeny soared. - This wes the last
hot meel the compenv wes to receive until the 4th of January.

The company remeined 1in BILSDORF throughout 26 Decembar,

(38)

and the men took adventage of the insctivity to wash and shave.
Then word wsa received from bettelion that an attéék was to be
made the following dev on the town of MECHER-DUNKRODT, (See
Mep E)

NARRATION . .
THE ATTACK ON MECHER-DUNKRQDT w

The battelion moved out ot 0700, on the morning of 27
December, for the line of depsrture, which wes the village of
LIEFRANGE now held by the 3rd Bettslion, 10lst Infantry. (See
ﬂgg_g) The order of merch was E, F, G, H snd Headquerters, The

battalion arrived at LIEFRANGE st 1530 snd immedietely deployed

{36) Personsl knowledre
(37) A-B, p. 23
(38) Personal kmowledre
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for the sttack. The bettelion plan wes for F company to move

to HILL 365 end sttsck to setfze HILL 395 on the west and domi-
fnate_the town, E compeny wes to stteck genersally astride the
;road from LIEFRANGE snd asssult the town fromtally. G com-
Epany was to be in reserve end follow E compény. The 8lmm mor-
jta_r-s were set up 1n peneresl support in the vicinity of LIEFRANGE.
/(39) (See_Mep E) A vletoon of the 735th Tank Battalion and e

platoon from the Blsthﬁiank Destroyer Battalion were support-

ing the 2nd bettelion. [ Due to the terraln, the attack of these

Ytanks end TDs were cenallzed albng the roeé)leading from
-j} 'l' 'LIEFRANGE:25(40)
: ,ﬁ} I F compeny, with the 2nd platoon of H company in direct

i Z;upport,[E;;ed out from LIFFRANGE in a column of platoons,
1forded the DUNKRODT RIVER and moved up the steep, wooded slopea
}to the aummiElof_HILL 265, The 60mm mortsr section went Into

| _
lpositions on the west slope of the hill.

|

% The compeny plean of attsck was for the lat and 2nd platoons

!
ito move out of the woods =t the summit, oross the draw and

Emove up to the top of HILL 395, The 3rd pletoon was to follow
Eas soon 88 the lesding platoons hed resched the bottom of the
fdrew. The mechine gun section was to move with the 3rd platoon.
;The heavy machine gun platoon was to aupport by fire from the
Etop of HILL 365. (41)

; The attasck jumped off at 1630 after a five minute artillery
and mortar preperation on the.town. The 1lat and 2nd platoons

‘started down,and upon resching the bottom, were followed by the

3rd plastoon. Tmmedistely after their departure, the executive

139) A-7
(40) Parsonel knowledge
(41) A-7 :
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officer who hed remeined behind on HILL 365 noticed movement
on HILL 395, Pocusing his field glasses, he could make out
Germans in white cemouflegs suits moving intc positicns om the
¢rost. He lmmedistelvy tried to eonteot the company commgnder
on the 536 rsdio to wsrn him but was unable to do so. Turning
to the H dompanw platoon lerder who was nearby, the executive
officer reqnasted'fire of the platoon on the enemy. The
machine gun platoon lesder, attempting to plck up the target
with hls field glesses, could not discern any Germans so roe=-
fused to fire. He atated that his platoon had to hand ecarry
their ammunition and he wasn'tkgoing to fire on any miragea.
(42)

Realizing thét the Germahs might open fire at eny moment
and catch the compeny on the exposed slopses, the executive
officer shelved the ergument for the time being and made an
- attempt to contaet the 60mm mortsr section. Communication was
established on the 536 rsdio and ﬁe repidly expleined to the
section sergesnt the situétion, renge snd target, The execu-
tive offlicer would sct as observer snd adjust from his posi-
tion.

The mortar section wes meds up sntirely of untrained per-
sonnel with the exception of the section sergesnt who had been
8 heavy mortar gunner. Moments seemed years, as the lisutenant
walted for the first round to burat. It was aﬁ over on the
far slde of HILL 395. He made rapld adjustment and orept the
the fire onto ths Germen position. When the last round head
sfruck approximately 50 yerds over, he made one final correction
for range snd ordersd, "Fire for effect"., The entire secticn,

having followed the corrections made on the one gun, poured

(42Y Personsl knowledee
13



round after round down the hot tubes of their mortars.

The entire conceﬁtration begen falling in the midst of
the Germen position, Seversl figures could be seen scurrying
to rid themselves of their white snow suits, so as not to be
so viesible in the brush., Two men, gétting up to run to the
resr, were seen to venish in & blest of fleme and smoke as &
round struck directlvy between them:

{ BY this time feint radio contsct wes made with the com=
peny commender end the situstion was explained to him. He
immedlately ordefed g rush on the enemy held positions end the
Germans were csught by intense rifle fire as they attempted to
- retreat from their positions down the reverse slope of the hill.
only five prisoners were taken out of an enemy strength of two
‘aquads armed with mechine guns. Upon Questioning, these men
were found to be from the 5th paratroop Division. (43) They
.steted that they didn't open fire soonsr becaus; éhey were
waiting for the compenvy to move fsrther up the hill where
there was no cover end the possibility to withdraw was limited.

Meanwhile, the rest of the battalion was encountering
considerable resistence, Three of the supporting tanks,which
had moved to the high ground to the ssst of the road, were
Ynocked out by Germsn tenks, (44) [ A P~-47 flying over the
area descended end strefed the battelion column as it moved
up the road from LIEFRA%CE, knocking out one of our tank de-
atroyers;j$(45)(46). Whether this plens-was plloted by an

American or Germen wes unknown, but it csused considerable

4%y  A-%, p. 206

(44) a-7 : k
(45) Personasl knowledge

(48) a-7
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confusion amonest the bsttelion. (%ﬂ) Against strong re-
slstance E compenv wes finelly sble to snter the town assisted
by the fires of F compeny from HILL 3953 and the bhattle for
MECﬁER-DUHKRODT was over st 1800. F company moved down from
the hill, followsed by a very embarrassed and humiliated heavy
machine gun platoon leader,

THE NIGHT ATTACE ON NOTHUM

F company had just entered the town when the company
commsnder was summoned to battelion headquarters. During his
ebsence, ammunltion wes resupplied to fhe mortar section,

When the compeny commsnder returned, orders were given that
the compeny wes to move out immedistely for a night attaek oﬁ
the 1ittle town of NOTHUM., (ne of the compeny platoon leaders
was to be asslponed to battslion heasdquertesrs to form a new
battle patrol.

No time wos aveileble to properly orient the platoon
sergesnta end squed lerders. The executive officer received
only the bare essentiels of information thet was needed to set
the company in motion for the move. Men hed to be routed from
buildings where they hed pone seeking billets for the night.
The battselion plen of attack was this: F company would attack
on the left of the roasd lesding to NOTHUM and ¢ compsny on the
right of the rosd, E Compsany would be mounted on tanks and
TDs and proceed directly down the road into the town, F_and G
companies would gulde on E Compsny. A platoon of heavy machine

guns from H compsmy would join F cdmpany somewhere en route,

(See Msp D) (48)

(47) a~2, p. 208
(48) Personel Unowledre
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With this skimpy plan snd no co~ordination hasving been
effected between units}\\pe bettslion moved out at 2100, (49)
Visibility wes feir, the bright moonlight on the snow furnish-
ing a degree of 1lluminstion but alsormaking everyone stand out
very clesrly segsinst the white background:l A grest need was
felt by the compeny officers for white camouflage sults of the
type the Germens wore.

1st #nd 2nd pletoons were apain in esssult with squads in
wedge formations., The 3rd plstoon followed at 100 yarda with
the machine gun section., The mortar section brought up the
fear of the compsny. The company commander was somewhere in
the vicinity of the two lesding plétoons.

There wes no indication that any enemy were in the ares
a8 the compsny spproeched the high ground overloocking NOTHUN.
As the lesding scout of the compeny sterted down the ravine,
about 100 yards from two houses located on the crest of the
ridge, there wes s tremendous explosion., The scout had stumbled
over the trip wire of » booby trespped Teller mine send the blast
¥111sd him 1instently. As if this were & signal, heevy German
fire begsn coming from positions on the ridge. (50) (51)

A Germen tsnk concesled behind one of the buildings,
opened firé with 1ts 88 and the first shell struck near the
leading tenk cerrving E compeny. The tanks immedistely stopped
and the infantry dismounted, The lseding tank flred one round
in return, which missed both the Germsn tank and the building.

Then 1t and the remaining tanks pulled back in defilade. E

(45) A-T
(50) A-7
(51) Personsal knowledpe
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compeny on dismounting hed spilled off om both sides of the
road csusing sn intermingling of their perscnnel and the
troops of P end @ compeniss,

The support pletoons, thinking the firing was the assault
of their compsnies on NOTHUM, continued sdvancing in the dark
until they rsn into the forwerd echelons of their compeniles
which hed helted. Needless to ssy, ell control was lost. (52)

The 1st pnletoon of P compsnvy hed not halted when fired upon,
but had continued forwerd until they were on the same ridge
occupied by the Germens. The compsny commender, who was with
them, not knowing thet the rest of his company had halted,
attempted to contact the 2nd platoon omn his left. He soon be=
came cognizsnt of the fect thst the only other personnel on
the ridge were extremely hoastile. A furious firé fight took
place as he sttempted to retsin his position,

rueanwhile, the executive officer, moving forwsrd, rapidly
bgcame aware of whst hed heppened. WNot finding the lat plstoon,
he surmised thet it snd the compeny commander had continued
moving forwsrd., @stherins a group of men together, he started
to move to the oid of the lst pletoon. As he started down the
ravine, the groun rsn hesdlons into the 1lst platoon which had
decided to pull bsck, findine their position untensble. BY
this tims the men were 30 interminrled that the compeny commander
orderedAthem to move badk to the bulk of the company where &n
attempt would be made at reorganization.

Enemy mortar and artillery fire, falling into the company

position, made ths tssk of regrouping 1mpossibie. Small arms
and tenk fire continued to come from the ridge. The battalion

(52) Personel knowledgzs
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CP having remeined in MEGHFR-DUNKRODT, there was no one to
issue orders or superviaé%:[éf wes impossible to dig in the
rocky, frozen ground, so the men took what cover was available
and waitﬁgzr'attémpts to get the tanks to move up and engsage
the enemy met with little success,
orders were finally received on the SCR 300 from battalion
to pull back end reorgenizes the compenies. BY the time that
this was accomplished., 1t wes so late that the sttack was post-
ponad until the followine morniné}
At 2300, the bsttalion drew bsck sbout 1000 yards into
some woods snd dug in. (See Msp D) i&rucks were sent up with
blenket rolls which offered some protection against the freez-
ing chill of the ninhgilgThe men were suffering considerabip
from the cold;:;Most of them hed been supplied with the wool=
en overcost but these proved too bulky for repid movement and
were of imsufficlent warmth?ﬁiit wes 80 cold thst night that
the water frpze in the jsckets of the heavy machine gunizl (53)

THE SECOND ATTACK ON NQOTHUM

A cold breskfast of K rations was consumed by the shiv-
ering men the following morning., Ammunition wass 1ssued to
those individuels needing it. The bettalion plen of attack
for this operetion wes ¢s follows: F compeny would sttaclk on
the left of the rosd leadine to NOTHUM, bypess the town on the
left and seize the hirh ground whare the cemetery was located.
They would then continue the sttsck to cut the highway leading
to MON SCHﬁMANN erossroeds by occupyine HILL 475, just to the
north of 1%.

E compsny would ettec', puiding on the road, enter and

(58Y  &-7
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¢lear the town of NOTHUM,

G compeny would stteck swinging to the right (east) of
the town and seize the rosds of MON SCHUMANN., (54)

The pletoon of tsnks snd TDs would support the attack by
fire from the ridre south of NOTHUM, |

The 2nd pletoon, Comenv A, 3rd Chemical Mortar Battalion
would be in direct support of the 2nd battalion from positions
3 mile NE of MECHER-DUNKRODT. (55) _ _

The 81lmm morter platoon would occupy firing positions on _
the reverss sldpe of the/ridge end would be in general support.
(56) o

The 1st battslion, 10lst Infentry would attack om the left
and the 3rd battelion, 10lst Infantry on the right., (Ses Map D)

The attack,ﬁreceeded by &n intense mortar and artillery
preparation, moved off at 0700.

F compeny wos disposed with the 2nd end 3rd platoons in
aggault end 1st in support. The GOmm mortar platoon was eﬁ-
placed in the woods on the left of the road. The machine gun
section accompenied the lat pletoon. (Ses Map F)

When the etteck re-ched the crest of the ridee, intense
fire from smsll srms #nd mechine quns cesme from the town and
the high ground bevyond, The Germaﬁs had pulled back from the
positions they hsd held the night before and occupisd new ones.
These offered much better fields of fire across open ground
over which our troops must pass.

A8 the two asssult plstoons of P company came to a femnce

line st the edge of the woods, they came undser intense machine

{5%4) Personsl knowledge
(5) a-8
(56) A=-7
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pistol fire from reverse slope positions which the Germans

had organized. {The enemy had cleverlyrconcealed their positions
and were almost invisible in their white snow capes and helmet
covers. The fire wes so intense thst the compeny wss unable to
move bwyond the edee of the wood line,

The compsny commender ressoned that if he could ocoupy
the two houses directlv to his front, fire could be brought
directly down into the Germen positions. Taking a squad from
the 2nd pl=toon, he msde his wsy into the right house. He founﬁ
a8 he suapected thet fire could be delivered-on the Germsns.
Before this could be dore, = Germen tenk, located et the édge
of the woods 500 verds to the front, plsced three shells into
the house. This fire killed or wounded 6 members of the squad.
The‘company commander and the remainder of the squad were
forced fo retreat back to the fence line, dragging the wounded
with them. (57)

The entire battalion wes now halted along the general crest
of the ridge. (@bservers from the mortsr platoon were endeavour-
ing to bring fire on the enemy positions. The 4.2 chemical mor-
tar platoon laid down s smoke screen 1in the vicinity of MON SCHU-
MANN crossrosds in en sttempt to séreen the attack gnd reduce the
offectiveness of the enemv fire. (58)

Arriving beck from effecting contact with the 1st battallon
on thé 1laft flan%r, the f coﬁpenv axacutive officer was approach-~
ad bv the 2nd pletoon sergeant; The gergesnt 1informed him that
the company commander hed been wounded snud the situation 1in the

2nd aend 3rd pletoon srsss was criticel.

(D7) Personal Enowledge
(568) a-8
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Upon moving to the fence line where the platoons were
disposed, e shocking sicht met his eyes., About 16 men of the
2nd and 3rd pnletoons were snrswled slong the fence in grotesqué
attitudes of desth or the vellow pailor of ahock_caused by ae-
vere wounds, Rifléa, bazookas, grenades and all the impedi=-
ments of bsettle littered the scene., The company commander lay
under a tree with 2 medicsl sid man applying a bandage to a
gaping woﬁnd in his head.{/ﬁrom the shattered branches overhead
it ecould bs deduced that the fire from the enemy‘tank had caused
trea bursts which had riddled the men with fragmentas as they
lay huddled elong the fence, {59) E

calling battalion on the SCR 500, the executive officer
informed them thet Lt., Lark¥in had become a cagualty and re-
quested litter beerers to svacuate the wounded. The battalion
CQ ordersd him to teske over commsnd of the company and promised
litter bearers.

The new compenv commender then set sbout reorganiziﬁg the
two platoons and evsecveting the wounded. The other offlicsr in
the company, in command of the wespons platoon, was notifled
that he would ta¥e over ss executive offilcer.

At this time heavy firing could be heard coming from the
directiop of the lst battalion, Enowing that a gap of several
hundred vards existed between the two battalions, the company
commander ordered his plstoon sergeents to hold fast whlle he
made a personsl reconnaisssnce, Moving to the area of the lat
battalion, he found that thev werse meeting m vigorous counter=-

attack, (60) Moving bsck to his own company, he had the lst

‘{69) Personsl ¥nowledge
(60) Personal knowledpe
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platoon move to the left to £1ll the gap and secure his flank.
He reinforced the platoon with a section of heavy machine guns.

Upon moving back to the fence 1ine, the company commander
could find nelther the 2nd or 3rd platoons in the positions he
had left them. ©On scouring the area; three men from the 3rgd
‘platoon were found. These men were disposed in the most logi-
cal epprosch to the commenv positions while the company commender
wont to sesrch for his missing platoons. He soon found them
crouching in the brush =t the hottom of the draw. Upon question
ing the platoon sergesnts, it was found that the shock of the
intenss fire thet they had experienced =nd the sight of the
dead and woupded had s¢ unnerved the men, that when the hesavy
firing and shouting from the lst battalion was heard, they
hed deserted their positions. The men were taken back to the
fence line and the executive officer was summoned and told
thet he would so plece himself in the rear of the platoon posi-
tions that a reoccurence of the situstion could be halted by
him perscnally,

While this wss ocouring, it wss found that a group of
three Germans hsd infiltrated into the company area. These
enemy were allowed to snoroech within 20 vards of the con=-
cealed position held bv the three men of thé 3rd platoon be=-
fore they were sliminsted by seversl well placed burats of a
BAR, (61)

The resistance offered by the Germans had detained the
battalion attack well into the aftermoon., Tt was then planned
to continue the stteck at 1630 .after the area had been well

saturated with artillery snd mortar fire and another amoke

T6TY Personal knowledgs
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screen laid down by the chemiczl wmortar plstoon. (62)Zf§he
tanks and TDs were ordered up to the crsst of the ridge to o
support the attack efter having failed to do this previouslyi:giéa)
The compsny commander of F company planned to continue‘
the attack with the lat ond 2nd pletoons since the ranks of
the 3rd platoon hed been decimated 1in the attack of the morn-
ing. The 3rd pletoon would remsin on the ridge until 4t weas
ordered to move forwerd by the company commandsr. This would
congtitute his suppopy.
The tenks hed moved up to the crest of the ridge and the
lst end 2nd pletoons of F companv were disposed along the fence
line to thelr left re-~dvy to move, An Intense srtillery pre-
paration wes leid on ROTHUM end the attack jumped off again
at 1630.
Just as the leading tank was pulling over the crest of
the ridgse, two Panzerfaugts were fired at it by two Germans
who had mada their wey up to the cover of the two bulldings.
The tank 1mmadiately threw two tank shells into the houses and
atarted to sprey the ares with machine gun fire. Firing but-
toned up and treversing its turret, the tenk begen firing di-
rectly down the fence line where the lst and 2nd platoons
wers poisad for the jump off., Before the company commander -
could stop this fire bv kieking the baerrel of the machine gun
and hemmering on the hull with his carbine, six or saven men
of the platoons becsme casuslties., (64)

In addition to everything else, this about ruined the

T82Y &A-B
(63)
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morale end apirit of the company. 0Only by threats and ca-
Joling were the platoons lined up snd readied to move forward.
E and G companies hed alreedy moved out in the attaek, Look-
ing down into NOTHUM, crisscrossad by bands of tracers and
exploding'ahells, wes like looking Into the bowels of the In=-
ferno. .Realizing thet the men would never move into this
without an example, the company commander end his radio opera-
tor dashed down the‘slope ahouting, “Fo{}ow me" / Upon reach-
Ing the bottom, he found that he still had no company with

him, Returning to the compsny position, he found his men still
orouched there staring st him with fear filled eyes. The radio
operstor, Sgt, Fortune, then. voluntaeered to lead the attack it
the company commander would get behind snd push. This was then
tried and met with succesa, With Sgt. Fortune leading and the
company commander behind, booting the laggards, the company
atteck moved forwsrd, (65)

_once the stteclk cot underwev, 1t moved smoothly, in faect,
much faster then either E or G compsnies., The men were ex-
tremely snxious to get out of the sxceedingly heavy fire.

The enemy were driven off CEMETERY HILL and the platoona overe

=
ran theae poslitions, moving out to the road to seize HILL 475,

As the platoons reached the low ground in the viecinity of
the road, they were subjected to exceedingly heavy fire from
the high ground to the frontsnd from MON SCHUMANN, (Ses Map F)

The platoon sergeasnt end several men of theJ2nd platoon,
which was on the right, wers wounded snd the platoon was beaten

back into NOTHUM., The lst pletoon was pinnad down in the

’
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vicinity of the rocd uneble to move. The company commander
and six men were trepped behind the stome wall of the como=
tery. |

Seeing that the 1st platoon would be butchersed if action
was not faken to relieve them, the company commander attempted
to resch the 3rd platoon by 536 redio but could not make con=-
tect. He then saked for a volunteer to carry a message back
and one of the men acéepted. The plan waes for the 3rd platoon
to move through the woods on the left flank of CEMETERY HILL
and flank the Germen positions. The messenger startaé out
but was killed ps he stsrted down the hill, sgt. Fall, pla-
toon mide of the 1st nletoon, then volunteered and made =
desh down the hill. Both his canteen and the handle of his
trench knife were shot off but he mede it sefely. Msanwhile,
the compeny commender contscted the hesvy wespons CQ on his
SCR 300 and requested mortsr fire on the enemy positions,
Sgt. Fsll returned in sbont ten minutes with the light machine
gun section, the 60mm morter section and a section of the
heaviea., These guns were sef up in the wooda on the left of
GEMETER? HILL; end under cover of their fire, the company
commender and the remeining men made a desh to the safety of
the woods. Fire from the lisht mechine gun section, the sec-
tion of the heevies, end the 60mm snd 8lmm morters waes. laid
on the angmy position., Under cover of this fire, the 1lst
pletoon wes pulled out of their exposed position and e final
asseult was made on H;Lp §757whieh drove the enemy from thelr

-

positions. P compeny hed eccomplished its mission.“)(ﬁﬁ)

7463
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Sgt, wall was asked why he hedn't brought back the 3rd platoon.
He stated thet 1t waslnowhere to be found.so he had gathered
together everything he could lay his hands on. Tt was later.
found that s member of the battslion staff, aeeing the platoon
in 1ts originsl position, hed ordered it into the town of
NOTHUM t0 esalst® company in mopping up. (67)

| The atteck of F compeny wss successful in driving the
enemy from the town but the sttsckt of G company had falled.

G company hed to stteck across open snow covered ground being
exposed to enemy fire almost from the time they had left their
attaok'positions. Upon approachiﬁg a small group of woods to
the right of MON SCHUMANN crossrosds, they were maet with heavy
fire from enemy positions locatad hers. The company was dri-
ven off to the left and then attempted to assault the bulldings
at the orossrosds. They were likewise met hare with excesding-
ly héavy fire and, efter sustsining heavy cesuslties, wers

forced to move beok to the cover of the town as dusk was falling.

(68) (See Mep F)
The compeny commender of F compsny, sizing up the sltuation

a8 i1t then existed, reslirzed thet his lst platoon waa'in a very
vulnersble position, Tt wes in a sslient in the enemy posi-
tiona, vulnerable to atteck froﬁ the front, rear and elther
flanks. The strength‘of his company was such that the posi-'
tion could not be strongly held., Battalion was notified and
permigsion was requested to move the'platoon baek aaross the
road into the woods whare a bstter defensive position eould

be orgsnized for the night end atill fulfill the mission of

(67) Personal knowledge
(68) Personal kmowledge
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bloeking the road. Permission was granted and the platoon was
movad back seross the roed end defensive positions were dug
in the cover of the woods, The 2nd platoon would defend CEME-
TERY HILL. Of the two houses on this hlll, one was allotted
to each platoon es & plece where those men not actually manning
the positions could po to get werm, eat and get some reat. Tﬁe
compeny CP was set up in the northern edge of NOTHUM and the
remnents of the 3rd plstoon were located nesrby to aoct as a
mobile reserve to bs rushed to sny spot where dsnger threatened.
The 2nd pletooﬁ of H compenv w28 sttached to F compeny to
assisf in the defense of the positions,

That night there wes little rest for the battslion as
the Germans continued to pour extremely heavy artillery and
mortar fire into the town, Afrasid that this fire presaged &
counterattack, the men were on their toes all night peering
{nto the darkness for the enemy. Numerous casuslties from this
fire were sustsined by 211 the compenies, particularly G oom-
pany which wss outposting the ssst part of the town. Shrap-
nel from one ertillery shell, which struck outside of the CP
of P compeny, tore the entire front out of the fleld facket
of the srtillery forward observer who was standing inside the
building telking to the comsny commender. Several of the
buildings had been set afire by the shelling and the 111lumi-
nation made movement precticslly impossible due to small arms
fire from MON SCHUMANN, (69)

At this time the battaliom CP was still located atlHEGHER-
DUNKRODT. (70) |

{60) Personal knowledge
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THE WITHDRAWAL FROM NOTHUM

Early in the morning of 29 December, orders were.received
from battelion thet & withdrewel would be made at 0400 to tﬁe
line hsld on the ridge the previous day., Information had been
received from higher heedquarters that the Germans were pre-
paring to counterstteclkt and it was felt that the present loca-
tion of the bettelion wes not conducive to the best defenase.
(71) (72) (73)

The F compeny commander sccompanied by his platoon aer=
geants made a prior reconneisasnce of positions to be occupied.
The company, as part of the bettalion, moved out at 0400 and
dug 1in and oceupied these positions., The remainder of the morn-
ing wes spent weitinc for the countersttesck which never materie-
alized.

At 1200, orders were received thet the bettalion would
attack sgein et 1200 end reoccupy the town., This asttack would

follow the seme plan used the preceeding day. The attack

jumped off at 1300 and occupied NOTHUM without incident, tak-

ing up the positions so recently vacated. All evidence point~
ad to the fact that the Germans did not know that the battale
ion hed withdrawn. If they could oredit their syes, two
battalions now occupied the towﬁ. (74)

The remeinder of the dev was spent in adjusting mortar
fire on targets thet presented themsslves to the front of the
battalion. From observstion posts on CEMETERY HILL, fire from
the 4.2 mortares was adjusted on Germen ski troops who were

sesn moving three mountsin howitzers in the vicinity of BERLE.

{71) Perasonel Ynowladre
(72) A=7
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{(74) Perasonal knowledge

28



The accurete fire of these wespons forced the troopers to

abandon their wespona. (75) Fire from the 8lmm mortars wes

ad justed 6n a Germsn mortar, which could be seen firing from

a clearing beyond MON SCHUMANN and the weapon was destroyed. (76)
In the sfternoon cries could be heard coming from the

area over which G company had attaecked the previous dsy. Theae

~ wore beliaved to be from wounded men who were still lying where

they had fallen. A smoke screen waa 1lsid down at 1700 by 2nd

platoon, Ce. A, 3rd Chemicel Mortar Bn. and a patrol from G

company, under cover of the smoke, searched the ares, but

could f£ind no one. (77) The bettalion settled down for the

night 1in defenglve positions, -

THE ATTACK ON_MONW SCHUMANN

At 1115, 30 December, the F company commender wes summon-
8d to the battelion CP, which wes now loceted in one of the
two houses on the ridee overlooking NOTHUM, There he was in=-
formed that the bsttelion plenned to attack MON SCHUMARN
ecrossroada at 1150, The plan of attack was for F company to
attack and selze the [crossrosds and continue the attack to
occupy the high ground on HILL 49é;5 E company was to move
_ aroﬁnd to the left flenk of the battalion and attack génerally
along the 1line of the woods so a3 to strike MON SCHUMANN in the
flank and then to continue the attack on the west of the road-
8o as to occupy that portion of HILL 420 in their zomne. G
company wes to move on s compaas szimuth generally slong the

MON SCHUMANN-WILTZ road snd move Into a posifion on the left

(75} Personsl knowledge .
(76) A-8
(77} A-8
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flanklof the third battslien to relieve the pressure I and K
companies were meeting. (78) At this time & gap of over a
1000 yards existed between the 2nd and 3rd battalions. (See
Nep G) |
- éLmThis BASTOGNE~-WILTZ roesd wes one of the main supply routes
for the\gfrman forces sttecking the beleaguered defenders of
BASTOGﬁELE Tt wes believed thet the Germens would fight tena-
¢ionsly to hold 1it.

No tenks or TDs were to be used in the attack, although
it has been shown that G company had been severely mauled on
the 28th in sttempting to seize the crossrosd, which was
strongly held. (79)

Tt wss 1140 by the time thet the F compeny commender got
back to his company positions on CEMETERY HILL, Reslizing
that he had only ten minutes before the attack was due to
jump off, he issued respid orders for the agsembling of the
company. Mesking s swift visusl reconnaissence of the &res,

it could be seen thet the\;ompany would heve to move over

open snow=-covered ground wﬁich offered not the slighteat bit
of cover snd concealméntl.bRemembering whet had happened to G
compeny, the compeny commender devised a plsn of attack that
i1f not sound was st leest umusuel, It wes ss follows: the
1st end 2nd pletoons would atteck in e column of files on esach
side of the roed lesding to MON SCHUMANN. The bank on the
right side of the roed would of fer some cover almost to the
first building. The 3rd platoon would be used to make a

feint on the esst noas of GEMETERY KILL snd would withdraw to

(78) A‘S’ po 29
(79) Personsl knowledpe



cover as soon as fired upon. The 60mm morter section iould

g0 into position on the reverse slope of the hill to support
the atteck by fire. Ths light machine gun section would ini-
tially support by fire from the hill and then displace forward
to the crossrosds upon the compeny reaching that polnt. The
1st platoon of H compeny would support the attseck by fire
from positions on the hill,

The preparstory esrtillery concentration had zlready atart-
ed before the compeny could be eassembled snd moved out for the
attack, By the time thst the lesding elements of the last and
2nd plstoons were on the roesd, ths artillepv fire hed ceased,
The compeny commapder rgdioed basttelion snd requested the fire
to eontinue and be lifted on his order. This wes granted and
the platoons moved out when the first shella again began to
fall.

The move was made at a run down the road with the men
crbuching low in sn sttempt to remain concealed behind the
low embenkment, An interval of sbout 10 yards was maintained
between men, When the lesd men was sbout 50-75 yards from
the first building, the order wes redioced to battalion to 1lift
the fire so the finsl esssult could be made on the buildings.
At the seme time, the 3rd pletoon wes signaled to mske their
feint. |

The 18t platoon hit the buildings, The first two men
to enter the villere were T/sgt. Hall; platoon sergeant of the
1st platoon snd a BAR men, Pfc. Green, Sgt. Hell threw gre=
nedes through everv avn;lable window while Pfe. Green was spray-

.

ing each window with bursts of fire to keep any defenders down.
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As they dashed arcund the second building in the village, they
encountered two Germans satting up s machine gun to engage

the 3rd plstoon which cculd be sesn moving acroas the open
ground from CEMETERY HILL, Pfe. Green emptied an entire mage-
azine into the gun crew, praecticslly cuéting one German 1in
‘two at the weist. (80)

By this time both platoons were in the buildings, firing
and throwing grenades. The fire from one of the heavy me&chine
guus on CEMETERY HILL wesz sbout shoulder high aeross the rosad;
and in order to ssseult the lsst building in the village, it
was henesserv for some of the men to crawl.under the trecers.
Since no rsdio contsct could be mede with this platoon, it was
necessary for the compenvy commender to send a runner back to
order them to 1ift their fire,

' With the crossroads in their hands, the company began to
¢lear the buildings snd found that they had bagged an entire
German company in the cellers, The second difficulty was then
encountered., With the road packed with both Germen and Ameri-
cén soldiers, the grest Americen love of souvenir-hunting took
possession of the meﬁ. Germens were relieved of Lugers, P-38s
sud Tron Crosses, while the compeny commander stood in the
middle of the road scresming snd trving to restore order.
After sbout ten minutes, the Germens were herded together and
sent back under gﬁnrd to the morter platoon pbsitions where
they could be further sesrched end sent back to battalion,

The morter plstoon leter found the pockets of the first group

of Germsrs sent bsck overflowing with grenades end knives

(80) Personal knowledge
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whioh had been overitooked by the men in the looting. (81)
one English spesking Germsan was kept and sent out into the
clearing back of the buildings to shout at any Germsns in
the woods to come out and surrender as they would get fair
treatment. This produced 8 asdditionsal prisoners.

The F compeny commander could see and hear the progreasa

of E compsny es they sttecked slong the edge of the woods,
leaving a trsil of deed end wounded behind them. He then
gathered his compeny together end moved into the woods on
the right of the road end waited for E company to coms
sbraast so s coordinsted stteck would be mede on HILL 480.
(82)

Being unsble to see or hesr sny sign of @ company, &
patrol wés sent to the northesst to attempt to econtact them.
This patrol soon returmed and reported thst they were unable
to get through es they hed encountered Germans in strength
and received considerable fire about 400 yerds to the northe-
east along the WILTZ rosad. (83)

At this time contact wes made botween E and F companies
end E company occupied the crossroada villege while the two
company commsnders tslked over the situation. E éompany had
met considersble resiatsnce sll elong the edge of the woods
but had managed toO cepturs sbout =a élatoon of Garmans while
gustaining numerable cssuslties themselves. F compeny had
completed the stteck without the loss of.a éingle man. While
they were telking, their commsnd group wers narrowly missed by

a rifle grenede, fired from the resr by & German making hia

(81) Personal knowledge
(82) Personal knowledge
{83) Personsl knowledge
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way into the neck of woods south of the rosd. The group took
cover and the P company commender ordered the 3rd platoon to
move down and ocoupy this stretch of wooda.

With the outlook of enemy onm both flanks, to the front,
and with the possibility of attack from the rear, the two
company commenders discussed the advisablility of continuing
the attack without ¢ company to secure their right flank. It
was decided to lesve the decision toc hettalion; soc a call was
made over the SCR 300 and the situstion was explained. Bat-
talion advised to hold in plece until the location of G com=
pany could be datermined, About an hour later, word was Irae=
ceived from bettslion thet ¢ company would not be avallable
and to dig in and prepsre to repell a counterattack on the
present position, F compesny set up a semicircular defqnsivé
position in the woods bordersd by the WILTZ-BASTOGNE highway.
(84) (See Msp @) |

It was later lesrned that 3. company had missed making
contact with the 3rd battelion, 1018t Infentry and had wane
dered into the area of the 328th Infanfry on the division
right flenk. When ordered to move back to their asaigned
position, the G company oommander had broken down with ade
vanced combat fatigue., Upon seeing thelir commander break
down, the one person who had held the badly mauled company
together, the men went to pleceas slso and aome went so far as
to break their rifles snd refuss to go back to the front.
only rapid and stern messures by the regimental commander,
Colonel Walter T. Scott, seved this unit =ss a fighting organ-

izetion for the rest of the ARDENNES cempaign. (85) A group

(B4) Peraonal knowl-dre
{85) Statement by Captein Bermerd De Roller on 4 April 1950
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of volunteers of the compeny wes organized under a replacement
officer and sent beck to the 3rd battalion, (86)

;fThe ares in which F company wss disposed for defense was
thickly wooded with coniferous trees of from 12 to 20 inches
in thidknesg:l_Between these larger trees were small seedlinga
about 3 feefr;h height.{iyisibility wag limited to asbout 10
vards in any direotion;/}Fhe BASTOGNE=-WILTZ highway which
bordered the position oﬁ two sides was a paved roe=d about 6
meters wide, This rosd sloped greduaslly from MON SCHUMANN
crossrosds until it_disappeared over HILL 490 in the viciﬁity
of BERLE, being bordered on both sides by woods. This road,
because of the observation it afforded the snemy, was a de-
finite barrier to any latersl movement between E and F com-
panies. The rosd that went northeast from MON SCHUMANN to
WILTZ was borderaed on the north by wooda but on the south was
generally cleer end offered very little comcealment., The
Euildings et the crossroads wers stoutly constructed of stone
with thick wells end two of thess buildings had deep rein-
foreed cellars which offered good‘protection from artillery
fire, A gap of almost a thousend yarda separated F company
from the Sfd bettelion on the richt flank, A similar gap ex-
isted st this time with the lst bstteslion on the left. (87)

F compeny hed dug themselves in well and had ocamouflaged
thelr foxholes with pine branches so that they were almost in=-
visible. Overhesd cover was constructed on the majority of
these foxholes, utilizing beams and timbera from one of the

wrecked buildings at MON SCHUMANN.

TB8Y  Tersonal knowledpe
(87) Personal knowledpe
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E company dug defensive positions in amnd aroﬁnd.the'
buildings et the croasrosds,

THE DEFENSE OF MON SCHUMANN

Derkneas wes fslling snd the job of improving the defenss
continusd. During o cassusl conversetion with the company com-
mander, 8 aqued leeder heppened to mention that a platoon from
G compsny hesd fust moved bv on the roasd in the direction of
WILTZ, This starilnd the ecommneny commsnder for he hsad just
received informstion from bettelion thst the elements of G
company wouldn't be expected for snother hour, Upon check-
ing, it was found thet some of the men from E company had no=-
ticed the same group but hedn't paid eny perticular atten-
tion since it was derk end it was impossible to differentiate
the uniforms., It wes finelly deduced thet this group was =z
German pletoon, who not knowing that'MON SCHUMANN wzs 1n
American hends, hed moved blithely end ignorently in complete
safety through the positions occupied by two rifle companies,
Men from both compenies wers slerted to challenge and use
countersiens. PFor the remsinder of the night 1t became ex-
ceedinely difficult snd desnrerous to move eround the battalion
sres, (88)

About 2000 hours; exceedingly heavy shelling waa con=
centreted on the compsny sress snd the units met their first
taste of Rebelwerfers or "Scresming Meemies", as they were
termed by the riflemen, These rockets proved to be hard on
the nerves but not perticulerly dengerous, relying on blast

and concusaion effect rether than fragmentetion.

TBBY Prersonsl ¥nowledrge
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About 2200 hours; Germans begen attempting to Infiltrate
through our positions. Two of these men were ceptured when
they fell into foxholes occupied by members of F company. All
'during the remsinder of the night; squad-~gized attacka wers
made on F company pbsitions. Most of these groups were allowed
to get almost within the compeny perimster before they were
8liminated, Tt wss believed thst these were patrols feeling
out the company positions. All men were slerted for a counter-
atteck at dewn end were werned not to fire tracers that would
glve away the location of positions, A speclal detell was
gent back to pick un extre smmunition and grenades to be dis-
tributed amongst the squeds.

As hed been anticipsted, at daybresk on the morning of
the 318t December, the Germens countérattacked, preceeded by
an Intense mortar snd artillery concentration. The attack
was through the sector of F company, ﬁs it waa the only covered
route into the bettslion position. Artillery fire from the
101st Fleld Artillery battalion was called down 1n defensive
barragesﬁ(iﬁﬂe 8lmm morter fired nearly 700 rounds in an hour,
end the frozen hands of the gﬁnners stuck to red hot mortar
tubes:iSIt wes neceasery to cool the guns with burlap soaked
in water. (89) |

The compsny commsnder wes spprehensive ss to how his com-
pany would resct to thia stteck in view of what had happened
on the pfeceedinp deys. But hls fesprs were groundless for the
men seemed to heve chenred overnirht into herdened combat

veterans, This wsa ths firgt time thet the men hed an OpPpPOr=-

(8Y) A-7
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tunity to see at close renre the enemy thaet had been giving
them so much hell for the pest week., When the rifleman

found out thst the Germsn was no nabulous creature but a

human being thst fell end screesmed when shot, he lost his fears
and settled down to dish out = 1ittle returm vengeance of hils
own. The. company was magnificent and the enemy beat himself
to annihilation on the smoking, spitting muzzles of M-1's and
BAR's. No prisoners were takem snd, as éuddenly ag it had
gtarted, the countersttack stopped.

:Men relised stiff aweating bodies from foxholes and
ienth;o view the shembles in front of their position. Dead
Germansg were acettered evérwwhere, atteating to the efficacy
.of the aftillery, morter snd smell arms f?ffiﬁ Men 1mmedi-
etely begen discussing wevs to lmprove their positions end
new mesns of inducing sn even hirher casualty rete on the next
atteck when 1t should come, Segt. Hell of the 1lst platoon
determined thet better penetrstion of the trees could be made
if armor-piercing smmunition wes used. This was asccepted
with wise nods by the men and feverish activity was underway
to load all clips and magagzines with the black-nosed car-
tridges. (90)

(ﬁf; i After one squed leader dled of shock brought about by

a bullet ehatterad srm snd the extreme coldi}tt was found

that immediate eveecustion hed to be made of the wounded. S8ince
no litter besrers were forthcoming from battslion, a small sled
was located to evecuste the more seriously wounded and improvis-

ed 1litters were constructed for those mot 80 seriously 1injured.

{90) Personsl knowledge
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Some men wifh superficisl but painful wounds refused to be
evacuated but desired to remain with the company.

Enemy artillery and mortar fire continued all throughout
the rest of the dey but no further enemy attacks were recelved.
The slements of G compeny had arrived snd been attached to P
company. They were incorporeted into the company defense.
Rooket and artillery fire falling in NOTHUM had caused hesvy
casualties emongst the mortar and mechine gun platoons which
ware loceted there. (91)

At sbout 1806 hours, the bettelion communication section
haed run a wire line into the E snd F compeny Cp's. The situ=-
gtion wes seriqus in the 101st Infentrvy ares., Co. A, 10lst
Engineers was alerted.to ro into bettle if the need should
srise. (92) All excess personnel from regimental headquar-
ters and service instellatlons werse set to work digging de-
fensive positions in the vicinity of MECHER-DUNKRODT in case
the Germans should bresk through the thinly held line of the
infantry. (93) only two Beiley bridges were available 1if
the division should have to retrest beyond the line of the
SURE RIVER. (94)

As darkness drew on, the Germsn mortar, artillery_and
Nebelwerfer fire inocressed in tempo., A surprise night atteck
was made suddenly on the F compeny positions in about platoon
strength. Agein the artillery snd mortar barrages were called
down end it wes %he seme repetition  of the sttack that morm-

ing. WNo sooner hed this stteck besn peaten off than & new one

101) A-7 -

(92) A-5, p. 29 _

(93) sStetement by Ceptein Bermsrd De Roller om 4 April 1950 .
(94) A=5, p. 23 ‘ :
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‘'was lsunched by the Germens. Furious fighting was teking place
all through the woods, E company, not being engaged by the
enemy, was attempting to support by fire, as best they could,
the attack against the F compeny positions. Thias attack was
finally halted when e third one wes leunched which seemed even
- more fierce than the preceeding two., Ammunition wﬁs beginning
to run low. Seversl of the NCO's crswled out and returned with
Germaen wespons which wers used to supplement the fire of their
own. Meny individual feets of herolsm were demonstrated.k{ﬁhen
the M~1 of one riflemsn jemmed, a wounded men in an adjolning
foxhole thrsw him a-cérbine just 1in time for him to shoot =a
Germsn wﬁo h=d bro¥en through the perimeteri 1(95) _

on this finsel stteck the Germsns hed moved through the
defensive srtillert berre-e end were elmost on the perimeter
of the defense, Contecting the battelion artillery liasion
officer on the redio, the compsny commander reguested the
artillery fires to be moved in closer to the perimeter. At
Pirst the artillery officer refused, stating that 1t would be
inside the safety 1imits for artillery. The F company comman=
der fipally convineed him that if the fire was not delivered
the positions wers in denger of being overrun. He used a3 an
additional argument the'fact thet his men were in foxholes
while the Germans were not., This fire was delivered, breaking
the spirit of the Germen sttack; and they withdrew, It was
later found that this fire, which had fallen at the edge of
the pe?imeter, had csused only one csasualty in the company.

One men hsd received » plece of shrepnel in the buttocks. (96)

2956 Fersonal knowledre
96) Personsl knowledge
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During this sttack the compesny commender had been in di-
rect contact with the bettelion snd regimental commanders,
keeping them informed of the situstion, He had also spoken
briefly with Brigedier General Hertness, the Asgistant Divi-
sion Commender.

Later in the evening, ® German plene flew over s&nd dropped
seversl small fregmentstion bombs which fell harmlessly in the
fieldrsouth of the MON SCHUMANN orossrosds., He had also strafed
NOTEUM end wounded in this sttack the artillery forward observ-
er, who was going forwerd to E and F companies. Severe counter-
morter fire hasd csused 3 casuslties in the 8lmm mortar platoon.
(97)

Due to the numerous cesueslties susteined by the company,
the 60mm mortsr section wes moved into the company defensive
positions to sct ss riflemen. The 60mm mortar hed proved to
be prscticelly worthless in the heavy woods and the ssction
hed been used to Yeap the compsnvy supplled with ammunition
end rations., (98)

No further sttecks were exparlenced thst evening.

The following mornins on the lst Jsnuary 1945, a half-
hearted countersttack supported by SP guns was experienced
but wes driven off br artillery fire, (99) BY now, the
woods in snd surrounding the F compeny poeitions were 8o
shredded by mortsr, srtillery snd small arms firse, that visi-
bi11ty for sbout two hundred verds was now possible.

A survev of the scens of the attack of the night before

57y A-7
(98) Personsal ¥nowledge
(99) A=Y
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revealed utter csrnapge, The scene resembled a graveyard with
the grave diggers on strike, A five-man German machine gun
squad was found in a line along a trail where they had fallen,
gtill carrying their weapons and equipment. oOne burat of machine
gun firs had sccounted for =2ll of them. Another German machine
gunner waa found with his gun poked around the bole of a tree
and'his hénd frozen in the set of pulling back on the cocking
lever, A well pleced rifle bell had opened the door to Valhalla.
Another German was found still living but with the entire top
of hls skull missing where a piece of shrapnel had penetrated
his helmet. He died before belng evacuated. These scenes were
repsated meny times, Some enemv were found with their legs
frozen iIn the ettitude of flirht,

The compsny commender had s count taken of the platoons
and found that his compenv wes down to ahout 40 men. (100)
The rest of the day was snent in cleaning weapons and wonder-
ing what would come next. rin taking stock of his remaining
sutomatic weapons, the company commender found that thres BAR's
had been fired so incesssntly that the overheating had warped
the mechaniém and rendered them usalesé.ﬁ Many men had acquired
German machine pistols and cerhinss whéﬁ thelr own weapons had
broken down or run out of smmunition. The BAR's wera sent pack
to battslion with a reguest for immediste replacemsnt.

At about 2000 hours that night, the comﬁany commander was
told to report to bsttelion heedquerters. There with the E
company commander, he wea told thet the besttalion would attack
the following morning et 0600, to seize the high ground at HILL

(100) Personal knowledge
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{zki?o overlooking Berle., (101) The two company commanders in-
formed the battelion commander that their companies had been
whittled down to the size of platoons and the men were in no
condition to atteck, for meny of them wers suffering from
trenech foot and exposure after spending so much time 1in their

) roxho1es:”}The battelion commender agreed but stated that the
attack m&gt be mede., E, F and the remnsnts of G company would
atteck on a 200 yerd front on the richt of the road leading to
BERLE., € compenv of the lst bsttalion would ettack from the
buildings 6t MON SCHUMANN end teke the left of the road. F
company would puide on the rosd meking the mein asseult on HILL
490 in the baftslion zone, with E snd G compenies on its right
flenk, Since the hesvy mechine cun platoons had been reduced
by casualties to a‘single platoon, this would be held in gen-
eral support on CEMETERY HFILL, {102) The artillery would
fire a fifteen minute preparstion, starting at 0545, walking
this prepserstion bv 100 verd lesps up both sides of the road
to HILL 490 and then beck sgsin, It would then move forward
agein and pound the entire sree up to HILL 490. The battalion
was to advence behind this rolling barrage. (103) After re=-
¢eiving this order, the compeny commenders moved back to their
respective unita,

The compsny commander celled all platodn aergeanfs to the
CP to orient them on the coming sttsck, The men were so dazed,
from sleepleas nirhts and shock from the attacks and artillery

pounding, that it we=s necesssry to repeat the order two and

{(102) A-7
(103) Personsl k¥nowledge
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three times before it seeped into their conscliousnesa., He
then made each msu repest 1t ko be sure it wss understood.
The.company commender then contected E company commander and
the coming atteck wes discussed. It wes decided not to attempt
to hold out any reserve due to the amallneas'of the companies,
but to have as many men as possible in liné to add ¥elight to
the attack, ﬂ

THE ATTACK OR HILL 450

The following morning, 2 Jenusry, the companies began to
dispose themselves slong the 1line of the roed at 0530, The
artillery concentrstion sterted promptly at 0545 with the en-
tire 101st Field Artillery Bsasttslion firing. The preparation
wes ewe inspiring ss it thundered end rolled its way along.
Wounded Germsns could be hesrd scresming in the woods to the
front. Promptlv et 0600, the atteck 1umped off with C com-
rany moving out on the left flank F’No resigtance was met un-
t11 the clesring sbout 150 vards to the front was reachedK A
hail of small erms snd machine gun fire met the battalion, kill-
ing the machine gun section sergeant of F company and wounding
seversl men. C company was caught in the open ground north of
MON SCHUMANK and 1ts desd and wounded begesn to litter the
ground. A teok or SP gun loceted st the far edge of the clear-
ing begsn to fire on the troops snd soon this wes augmented by
fire from s 20mm Flak multiple mount located in the same vicinity.
This fire drove the 2nd bettslion back inte the woods. Fire
was requested from the battslion on these positions and tanks

were asked to be sent up to ¥mock out the self-propelled gun.

About ths time thet friendlv artillery began firing, German

44



mortsr and ertillery begen falliﬁg {n the battalion positiom.
This confused the bsttalion, end, thinking it their own ar-
tillery falling short, ordered it to cease firing. The bat-
talion wes soon driven bsck into their previous positions
suffering heavy casuelties from the fire., (See Map G) The F
company commander, returting to the road to get the tanks to
move up, was wounded by fregments from an artillery shell. (104)

The battelion remsined in thet position the rest of the
day teking a terrific pounding from the artillery and SP guns.
Soon both the E end ¢ compeny commenders were wounded, and
battalion sent up sevefal replacements to take command. The
battelion remained 1n‘a defensive positioﬁ for the remsinder
of the dey and night:'i

THE RELIEF

The following morning, 3 January, the battalion was
continually subjected to srtillery end mortar fire. ‘The re-
placement officers. sent up the‘frevious deay from bettalion,
hed been sither wounded or kilied. Lt. o'Donnell, a platoon
leader from H compsny, wes sent to take over command of the
three compenies ond prepere to be relieved. (105}(106) The
3rd battalion of the 328th Infantry, commended by Lieutenant'
colonel A, C. Tillson, begsn moving into the positions under
extremely heevy morter snd srtillerv fire. (ﬁ% 2100 hours,

the remnents of the 2nd bettelion were ordered to withdraw
 from MON SCHUMANN crossrosds snd essemble in HOTHUMJ The
dezed battle wesry troops were marched back, lead by the H

company commander, Lieutenant Bernard DeRoller., As they moved

TI0Z) Personal Knowledage -
(105) Statement by Csptein Bernsrd DeRoller, 4 April 1950
(106) Stetement by Csptein J. A. Sesb, 15 April 1950
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past the battslion CP in NOTHUM. not one member of the battalion
heesdquarters came out of their cellagﬁtO“cheer them on or com-
mend them on a-job well done, (IOT)Sfout of a strength of over
200 mem on enterihg combet, F companyﬁﬂﬁd been reduced to a
meager 27 riflemeﬁ:}fThe éntire bettalion strength was 65 men.

(108)

e

In conclusion it csn bhe séid that; P company 10lst In-
fentry, while failing in its finsl sttack on HILL 450, 414 suc=-
ceed in cutting the BASTOGNE-EILTZ highwey, an important German
supplyulina. 211 -of the compeny objectiﬁes had been taken and
at no time was the company forced to withdraﬁ from their posi-
tions by en enemy attsck., The atend teken by the company at
the cross roeds sided meterislly in the pressure being placed
againat the 5rd bettelion. IQ1lst Infantry,

ﬁgf%The fiercest fichting int he entire combst history of thé
101st Infsntry took plesce in end =round the crossroads at MON

SCHUMANN,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISH

- 1. . PERSONNEL

In sny discussion of the sctions of the company, it must
| e kept in mind thet the bulk of the unit was composed of
'l*untréined end untrisd pérsonnel. The majority of these men
had been drsfted from relstively sefe, reer schelon jobs and
had nd desire to be fighting as InfantryiifThe advérse frame:
of mind eeused by tﬁis fector coupled with the low morale
brought sbout bv the westher, terrsin, and enemy operations,

induced a defentist sttitude in the soldieé} Tt wasn't until

[T07) Statement by Cseptsin Bermsrd DeRoller, & April 1950
(108) Ststement bv Ceptsin J. A. Sesb, 15 April, 1950

46



a—y

he found himself in s seemingly impossible situation at MON
SCHUMANN crossrosds snd bound together with his comrades in
adversity, that the inherent fichting spirit of the Amerilcan
soldier ceme to the forét, This sudden soaring of morale was
the primery factor thest eneblsd the compeny to best off the
savage Germen counterstteclks and retein their positions:

Any criticism leveled et the Armﬁ commander for throw-
1ng these green troops agsinst some of.the pest remaining Ger-

man divisions, hss no basis in fact or results obtained. The

26th Division wes one of the three divisions avallable at the

time, and speed Iin striking the ARDENNES counteroffensive in the

flank outweighed all other considerstions. The division was

‘able to fulfill =211 missions essioned to it and gained consi-
dersble experience snd tempering which was to stand it in good
" stead in future operstions,

. 2. COMMAND

8. Throughout the battlea for NOTHUM and MON 8CHUMANN,
the battelion commender should hsve been so located as to better
control and fight his bettslion. Some of the resulting con-
fusion in the night stteck on NOTHUM would have been eliminated
if the battslion cbmmgnder hed been on the spot to supervise.
Durine the day sttack on NOTHUM, 1t was necéasary to transmit
through 2 relay atation on the SCR 300 to reach the battalion
command poét st MECHER-DUNKRCDT. At no time .during the attacks
did the battalion commander visit his companies to aasertain
the situstion or influence the sction, What visits were made
were accomplished bv members of the battelion staff. It 1s

believed thet his sctusl presence on the battle positlon, where
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he could be seen by the riflemen, would have had a decided
morale affect, |

b. The actiona of the battelion ataff officer in moving
the 3rd platoon of F comnenv into NOTHUM, without the knowledge
of the compsnv commender, wes a serious error., When this unit
was urgently needel to flsnl the enemy position on HILL 475,
it wes not svsilable, Only quick thinking end positive action
by Sergesnt Fall, in cetherine together en alternate force,
averted possible seriouvs consequences.

¢. The sgsignment of the platoon leedsr from company F
to battslion seriouslv hendicenped the compeny on the eve of
entering combat, As events lster proved, the battalion battle
petrol was never s functioning unit. Better use could have
been made of the platoon leadsr by allowing him to remain with
the company.

d. In two instances, insufficient time was allowed the
company in prepering for sm sttack. 1In the night attack on
NOTHUM, orientetion of men of the kav non-commlsslioned officers
hed to be mede es the compeny was moving forward to the attack.
No time was savailaeble for reconnaissance or planning end ss a
result the attsck wes s dismal failure. The second Ilnstance
was the attack on MON SCHUMANN., Approximstely twenty minutes
was availeble to the commeny commander, after returning from
battalion hesdquerters. for issuing his sttack order and assem-
bling hts unit for combst. As e result the prepsarstory artillery
fire had cesased befbne the compsny was ready to move forward.
3. CONTROL

a. Due to the shortage of officers md combat exper-
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ienced personnel, 2 nlsn for control hsd besn devised by the

F company commender snd the executive officer. The company
commander would lesd end firht the two asssult platoons, act-
ing in both the cepecitv of 2 compeuy commsnder and platoon
leader., The executive officer would control the movement of
the support platobn and the wespons platoon, since there was.a
likely eventuslity of the compesny commender being pinned down
with the asssult pletoons, The wespons platoon lesder would
choose positions for the wespons snd msintain liesion with the
rifle pletoons in his support miasion., The latter had to be
modified somewhst due to the inexperience of this offlcer.
This plen worked very well but hed the disadventage of unnec-
essarily exposing the compveny commsender, At the time, no other
alternative could be sesn. Upon the loss.of the company com-
mander, the entire burden fell on the executive officer with

a resulting loss of oontrol.

b, The SCR 536 radioc provsd to be not well adapted for
:Jopérations in extreme cold. Fsir opersting results could be
obtained by keepine the batteries in a pocket, where they
would keep warm, just prior to use.

4, MANEUVER

a, It 1s believed the plen of maneuver for the attack
on MON SCHUMANN wss not sound. The flanking msneuver of E
company gaihed nothing but heavy casu=zlties for the company.
The unit wes subjiected to fire from enemy positions in the woods
along the whole len~th of 1ts sfteck, It had to move such 2
great distence thet it errived iIn MON SCHUMANN afterr F company

hed occupied the bulldineas. The sttack by G company the previous

49



dey had been hesten off with hesvy losses, yet tﬁe atteck by

F compeny wss entirelv unsupported by tanks which were avail-
sble., Cuttine the BASTOGNE-WILTZ highwey was one of the main
missions of the regiment but the sttack itself was insufficient-
1y weighted.

b. In the atteck on MECHWR-DUNERODT, the executive offi-
cer usad poor judgement 1in sllowine the support platoon to dls~-
place forward to positions whers they could not asslst the
attack of the remsinder of the compsny. This platoon should
have besn held on HILL 365 in the eventuality a flanking posi-
tion on the enemy positions hsd to he made.

¢. In the attack on MON SCHUMANN the formation of a
file of men on esch side of the rosd was dangarous tacties to
sdopt. A machina eun locsted in one of the bulldings could
have anfiladed the column csusine hesvy casualtles, But the
exigencies of the moment dicteted that this formstlon was the
only precticel one. The company commender belleved that the
Germetis wold expeat  sm sttack scross the open fisld and the
location of the enemy mechine runs lster proved this to be true.
The bank on the right side of the roed offered some protection
snd the very mdscitv of the movement down the rosd might have
confused the Germens, Full =sdventsge of sdvancing under cover
of the srtillery prepsration wes made, snd the Germans were
caught sesking shelter in the cellars.

5. SUPPQRTING FIRES

a. Fires from all supporting weaspons were well utilized.
The 4.2 Chemicel Mortsr plstoon 4id excellent work in sereen-

ing the sttsck with smoke, At this time the hesvy Weapons
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company did not have morter forwsrd observers operating with
the rifie compsnies but as 8 result of the lessons learned
in the ARDENNES cempaiesn., this change was later put into effect.
b. The sctions of the hesvy machine gun pletoon leader in
refusing to fire in the stteck st MECHER-DUNKRODT, was the re-
ault of misinterpretine instructions issued him by his company
commsnder. He had been told to be certsin of his target before
firing, due to the difficultv of resupplyine heaud cerried wea-
pons, and had tsken his instrmctlons liter-11y. This mistake was
never repested by sny subordinste unit of H company.
e¢. The machine gun pletoons in their dirsct support role

had a tendency to remein too far to the rear, making communi-
cation exceedingly difficult. In the defensive positions
occupied at MON SCHUMANN, these guns should have displaced for-
ward snd been integrated into the defensive fires. Instead,
the pletoons remszined bshind in the viclnity of NQTHUM, where
it was impossaible to utilize them in finsl defensive fires.

§2 d. TLesck of reconneissence by the tanks resulted in their
not knowing the locetlon of the Infsntry and caused them to in-
flict unnecessary ecgsuslties on F company. No means of.coma
municstion with the tsnk crew wss avsilable to halt the firs.
The resulting cessuslties disrupted the company attack,

| LESSONS

1. TInexperienced troops, c¢apably led, cen achieve suc=

cess 1in combst but st the expensa of heavy casusltles.

2. Unit commsnders in combst situations should be close

enough to the asssult echelons to influence their action and

their presence will also act as & morale factor.
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3., B8teff officers snd commenders should never inter-

fgre“wiph the movement, locstion and disposition of subordi-

e i oty £y

natr‘e units ﬁlthout first contscting the unit commander.

4, Combat units should not bé roﬁbgd of key personnel,
prior to entry into combet, to meke up shortages in the head=-
quarters of higher units,

5. GCommenders should 1ssue orders to subordinate units
in sufficient time for tﬁémto make full preperations for
forthecoming onerstions,

6. A supplementsrv nlsn of control should be devised in

2 unit where there 18 a minimum of subordinate lasdears.

7. Supports end reserves must be 80 located that they
can be rapidly committad to influence the action,
?:8.4 Audscious o2nd unusuel tacties, carefully planned, can
ofﬁentimgs_éégégffﬁe anemy unawares,
9. Hesavy mschine guns should be integrated into the
rifle comﬁény plens 6f“defeﬁsi§e fifeﬁ. -
S 10; hTaﬁk; gﬁ@Infsntry_oﬁéréfiﬁg together should qffec?

immediate cow~ordinstion es to esch others plans and locations.

e L 2
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