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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY A, 1ST BATTALION, 168TH
INFANTRY IN THE BREAKTHROUGH OF THE GERMAN
APENNINE LINE, 18 — 20 AFRIL 1945

(PO VALLEY CAMPAICN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

#

ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION

This monograph.covers the operations of Company 4, lst Battalion,i
166th Infantry ($4th Division) in the breakthrough of the German Apen—
nine Line, 18-20 April 19435, during the early part of the PO Valley
Campalgn. | '

Following the breskthrough st the Anzio beachhead on 256 May 1944,
the Allied Fifth and Eighth Armies advanced rapidly up the Italian Pen-
insula.‘(See Hup "Ai)' ROME fgll on 4 June 1944, and the forces raced
norfhward attempting to dgstro& or capture the retreating German troops.
Although nearly 70,000 German troops were loat, Field Marshal Kesselring,
the German commander, by skillful maneuvering was able to get the bulk
of his forces behind the Gothle Line. When Allied forces reached the
pufposts of this 1ine, the stiffened Germen resistance ﬁlus extended
‘supply lines brongﬁt the drive to a temporary halt early in July;VFur-
thermore, the rapidrpursuit had caused séme disorganization in Allied
units. (1) (2) |

By 18 July, the Allies had effected some reorganization and had
brought up sufficlent supplies to resume their advence. The advance was
at & much reduced rate compared with the progresé made formerly. .In
glightly over three months, however, the Gothic Line had been reduced
and the two Armies faced the Apennine Line,-last main German defensive

position between Allied forces and the PO Valley. (See Map ™a®) (3) (4)

(1) &R, p. 780
(2) A4, ch. XXII
(3) a-2, p. 780
(4) A6, p. 5
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Tt was originally plamned that Allied forces would contimue the
advance after they had breached the Gothié Line. Eerly in November,
the Fifth Army terminated large-scale offensive operatioms until the .
following spring. Several factors influenced this decislon, the most
important of which were: (1) the advent of winter; (2) the stubborn
German defense; (3) the large number of casualties incurred in breach-
ing the Gothic Line; and (4) the unsatisfactory logistical situation.
(5)

For s period of 5 ménths, November — March 1945, the positions 6f
the opposing forces underwent 1little change. Nelther side attempted -
any major operafiona, but several limited objective attacks, particu~
larly by the Allies, were carried out. The most significent gain .
the Fifth Army was the capture of commanding terrsin overlooking High-
way 64. (6)

The period of winter stalemate was particularly bemeficial to the
Allies. Replacements and reinforcements built up the strength of the
units during these months. Badly worn vehicles were replaced by new
ones, and amunition reserves were piled up. By 1 April 1945, the Fifth
and Eighth Armies had completed their program of rehabilitatioﬁ of men
and equipment and were ready for the coming spring offemsive, (7)

THE GENERAL STTUATION |

The Apemnnine Line (named the "Ghengis Khan Line® by the qumans)
extended from just south_of MASSA on the LIGURIAN Sea to the Lake
COHHACHIb Spit on the ADRIATIC, (Sée Map "a®) (8)

The Germens had worked with characteristic thoroﬁghness to improve
their defensive positions aloﬁg this Line during the five months of

defensive operations. They had built bomb and shell-proof’ persomel

(5) A-1, p. 1
(6) A-5, p. 9, 10
(7) A-l, Po 1
{8) A-1, p. 2, 3
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confirm that a change in plans ﬁas being considered as early as the
morning of 18 April 1945, and the Commander, Company A should have
been notified.

8. DEEP PENETRATIONS

This attack was a Yivid example of the tactical value of deep
penetrations against weakening enermy resistance. Whereas the attacks
by the 2nd and 5rd Battalions orn 16 and 17 April had been made against
Buécesaivé objeotives, the attack of companies A and B was made against
an cbjective deep in the enemy defenses. The success of the attack at-
tested to the fact that the.regimentai compander chose the proper time
and method to explolt the successes made by the two assault battalions.

| | LESSONS . |

1. Surprise is of the greatest importance in any operation and
can be effectively employed by any size unit.

g. Commanders of all echelons mﬁst always provide adequate sec-
urity for their units; they must not be lulled into a false gense of
security by physicsl barriers.

5. Effective radio communicstion is of utmost importance in an
operation involving a deep pernetration of enemy lines.

4. Adequste provision must be made for contact between elements
of a unit during a night attack,

S. Commanders mist be iaught the value of qni?k_recognition
and exploitation of key terrain, . ‘

B Plans must be made to provide extre rations for attacking
units in the event an attack does not progress as scheduled.

7.  Commanders should immediately disseminate to their sub—
ordinate leaders any probable changes in operational plans that might
effect the subordinate units.

8. Commanders must be constantly on the alert to employ deep

penetrations ageinst weakening enemy resistance,.

29
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-dugouts on_tha reverse slopes of hills, Strong points of the defense

had been tied in with interlocking fires, and antitenk and antipersomnnel
mines had been 1la2id on all road and important cross-country avenues of
approach. Their artillery was well epplaced and with plenty of time for
registration was extremely accurate. (2) (10}

ALLTED ATTACK PLANS |

The Allied plan was designed to capture or destroy the German Army
before it could withdraw through the Albine passes and take up new def-
ensive positions in the "Redoubt?® area of Apstria., The plan was divided
into three phases; it was hoped however that there would be no ﬁause
between phases in executing the plsn, During Fhase I the British Eighth
Army was to cross the SANTERNO River and attack toward BASTIA and BUDRIO;
the Fifth Army was to debouch into the PO Valley with the secondary mis-
eion of capturing or iaolat;ng BOLOGNA. Phase II provided for a break—
through by either or both Armies to encircle enemy foroes south of the PO,
In Fhase III operationa were directed toward cressing the PO and advancing
northward to capture VEROHA,.gateway to the Bremner pass, thus sealing the
main German escape route from Itely. (11)

It was planned that the Fifth Army make the main effort in the attack
gince, after its debuuchmept into the PO Valley, the terrain to its fromt
favored a quick breakthrough snd rgpid advance,

The deciaidn of the Fifth Army Commander was to attack with II Corps
and IV Corps abreast, the main effort to.be made by IV Corps on the left
along the axis of Highway €4. The secondary effort ﬁy II Corps was to be
made along the axis of Highway 65 which ran directly south from BOLOGHA.
(See Map "B*¥ (12) |

11 four divisions assigmed to II Corps were to make the initial

attack, The Legnano Group, an Italian unit, was disposed along the Corps

{9) 2-1, p. 15 '
(10) A4, e¢h. XXIII
(11) a-8, p. 9

(12) A-5, p. 21
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right flank with the initial mission of vigorous patrolling and main-
taining contact with Eighth Army. The 34th Division was on the Corps
right with the 91st Division, 88th Division, and éth South African Div-
~ision on the left of the 34th in the order listed, {See Map "B") {15)

The 34th Division had occupied a defensive positior astride Highway
85 during the month of March 1945, On 2 April, the Division was relieved -
in place and semt to the rear for training and rest; Four days later,
the Division recelved orders to prepere for thé attack.\

The 34th Division zone of attack, as directed by II Corps commander,
was east of Highway 65, In the first phase of the opefﬁtions, the Div-
ision was to capture DEI MORI Hill and Hill 356, two enexy strongpointa,
After the initial objectives were teken, the Division's left flank was
to be extended to Highway 65 and the weight of the Difiaion attack would
then be north along this road which led directly to BOLOGNA. (See Map "B") B
(19) -

During the period of defemsive operations, the 34th Division had
absorbed sufficient replacements to bring the unit élmost up to author-
iged stremgth. During the time that the Division was out of the line, &
vigorous retgining program had been carried out with special emphasis on
bresching minefields snd reducing fortified areas. The logistical sit-
uation was excellent and morale was high, Combat efficiency was genmer- T
- ally excellent aelthough the Division had besn in action for over two |
years. (15)

The weather was extremely favorable for offensive operatlon.
Spring had come early in Italy and the winter smows had melted. There
had been few rains, and roads were excellemt for motor aovemeﬂt. Furth~
ermofe, the good viaibility efforded aircraft, assured effective air

gupport of ground operations,

(13) A-5, p. 25
(14) a-4, Ch. XXIV
(15) Personel knowledge
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ENEEY SITUATION

The German units immediately opposing the 34th Division were ele-
ments of the 85th Grenadier Division, namely the 146th and 147th Reg-
iments. (See Maﬁ "C*) Also near the Division zone were elements of the
305th Division and the lst Parachute Division, The combat efficiency of
85th Grenadier Division can best be described by pointing out that pre-
vious limited objective attacks in this sector had met with a atubborn
and frequently successful defense by the Germans. (16)

The enemy d;fenaes in the Division zone were based primarily on
two long phrallel ridges rurming slightly east of north and separated
by & steep-sided gully. On the SEVIZZANO ridge on the west the enemy
positions roughly paralleled a little sast-west road across the ridge.
On the eastern ridge enemy defenses were centered around the ruins of
GORGOGNANO Church and Cemetery and DEI MORI Hill. It was believed that
secondary German positions had been prepared to the rear and parallel
to these positions. These German positions had been prepared with me-
thodical exactness. SEVIZZANO ridge was bristling with automatic weapons
and a deep ditch had been dug across the open ground in rear of the pos-
itions leading to the CAVINSANO River supplf route., The GORGOGNANO‘Church
position had been developed to the point that the Germans could stay in
underground tunnels and call for artillery and mortar fires on the pos-
ition without danger of being hit themselves.

To the left of SEVIZZANO ridge on the division west flank was CAV-
INSANO River running in a southwest-northeast direction. On the right
of the same ridge waz the RIO CAMPIRILE River, the boundery between bat-

talions, This river ran almést'directly north., (See Map ®C®} (17) (18)

(17) -A-9, Amnex 1-15 - -
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B4TH DIVISION PLAN OF ATTACK

~ Since the 34th Divisicﬁ already had one regiment on the present
defensive line and the zone of attack was fairly narroi, Gemerﬁl Bolte
planned to commit only one raginent, the 168th, in the initial attack.
The 168th was to attack with the misaion of seizing SEVIZZANO ridge, -~
GORGOGNANO Church, DEI MORI Hill and comtinuing the attack to the north.
(19) - |
ATTACK PLAN, 168TH INFANTRY

The attack of the 168th Regiment, as planned by Colonel Henry C.

Hine, Jr. the Regimental Commander, called for the 2nd and 5rd Battalions
to make the initial aeemult with the maln effort beiﬂé mede by the &nd
Battalion on the left, The lst Eatialion was Imitially in fegiméﬁtal
reserve. The battalion was to prepars to pass thfbugh either gssault
battzlion to meintain the continuity of the %ttack. Specisl attention
was to be given to the battallon in the left sector of the regimental
zone, (See Map "C") (20) The attack jumped off early on the morming of
16th April and after two days of severe fighting the 2nd and Srd bat-
talions had secured their initial objectives and were reorganizing pre—
paratory to contimuing the advance,
MOVEMENT TO LINE OF DEPARTURE

At 2225 hours on the night of 17 April, Cowpeny 4, lst Battalion,
168th Infantry was ordered to move from the battalion assembly area south
of MT., BELMONTE and occupy a position along the western edge of SEVIZZANO
Ridge. (See Map *D") The mission éf the company was to protect the left
flark of the regiment and be ready to attack on order. The movement to
the new position was completed by 010 hours, 18 April, There was no
enewy fire directed against the advancing elements, but progress was slow
because of the rough, hilly terrain amd the inherent difficulties of cross-
country night marches. (21)
(19) A-4, ch. XXIV

(20) 4-9, p. 1
(81) Personal knowledge
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| The Battalion Commander, Major Barrows, had notified the company
commender that the probable objective of A company would be C. SPUHGIOLA*,
two shell-wrecked buildings on high ground about 400 yards northweet.of
SEVIZZANO ridge. He had ordered the commander, Company A,to send qut a
éqmbat pﬁtrol to find & feasible route to the objective, as soon as the
company was in position on SEVIZZAKO ridge, This patrol, consisting of
twenty men and the plﬁtoon leader of the 1st platoon, was sent out as

socn as directed. 'It_returned at 0535 hours wlth word thet the steep
banks bordering the CAVINSARC River on the company!s left flank had made
it imﬁossible for the wen to cross the rivér and complete the wission. (22)

On learning of the fallure of the combat patrol to find an attack
route, the company copmander at 0685 houre ordered two reccnnaissance
patrols sent out with the mission of p&otting & path through the mine-
field believed to exist sotitheast of the company?!s position. Both pat-
rols were ordered to complete the mission as soon za possible, The pat-
rols returned at 0850 hours and one patrol was successful, reporting that
a German minefield (Schu-mines) had been discovered snd that a fooﬁpatﬁ
had been marked through the field with white tape. The patrol had also
physically reconnoliered n routelas far as the river and had visually
ezamined aﬁleitension of the route to the objective on the slope west
of ﬁhe strean, |

When the battalion commander was motified of the failure of the
combat patrél, he indicgted that enother patrol would have to be dis-
patched. At 1015 hours, however, a telephone order was recelived stat-
ing that no patrols would be sent out until further notice.

Gompgny-A continued to occupy positions along the western half of
the ridge during the daylight hours of 18 April. The poslitionsz were
shelled at frequent imtervals during the day, the heaviest barrage oc;-
ourring at 0950 hours. At that time the house located near the middle

(22) Personel knowledge

*letter C. is abbreviation for CASA, meaning house
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of the ridge received two direct hits. There were no casualties as the
bullding was not oceupled by any of our men. Most of the enemy rounds
then and later in the day cleared the ridge apd lsnded im a draw south
of our posiﬁion.

At 1830 hours the battalion commander contacted ths.A conpaﬁy com—
mander and ordered the company to prepare to attack at nightfall., No
attack objective was given. One hour later the battalion commander again
called and gave an attack order as follows: "The 1lst Battalion will at-
tack through the 2nd Battalion, jJumping off at 2000-hoﬁrs tonight. Th@
objective will be the terraln feature at RIOSTO which must be taken
before daybreak, Companies A and B with Coﬁﬁany A leading will make the
attack. Company C will be in reserve. All supporting weapons of the
battalion w,th sufficient range will fire on the objective umtil ﬁotified
by the aasaulting elements to 1ift their fires., I recommend that the at-
tacking units, Companies A and B,.follow the route of the CAVINSANO River
to reach their objective.® The company commander informed Mejor Barrows
that he had not seen the objéctive on the ground as all his attention
and planning hed beén directed toward C. SPFUNGIOLA which he thought would
be the objective., The battallon commander staﬁed that the company com-
mander should be able to %ocate the objective on the ground if he could
find it on the map. He again reemphasized that RIOSTO must be captured
before daylight. (25) _ ‘

Since less than 30 mimutes remained before the attack jumped off,
there wgs little time for planning. Furthermore, a visusl reconnais-
sance was not possible from the company location. A shori map study
to deteymine the loeation of RIOSTO and the routes thereto was all that
was feasible, The most loglcal formation to traverse the river was a
column of platooms with each platoon also in column and this was the
formation asdopted. The order of march was the 1st, En?, 3rd and Weap—

ons platoon, followed by the Machine Cun Sectlon of Company D and Com—
(23) Personal knowledge; mo copy of attack order exists.
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pany Headquarters. The Company Command Post at the start of the march

was at ths hesd of the-znd platoon, No detailed plan of attack could be -

made since the exact nature of the terrain at the objective was unkmown

and enemy strength there was umdetérmined:,

NARRATION
ADVANCE DOWN THE CAVINSANO RIVER

At 2000 hours Company A crossed the line of departure. Although
the objective hed been changed at virtually the.last mlnute, the path
thropgh the minefield could still be used as a routé to the CAVINSANO
River, In acoordance with the battslion commander’'s recommendaﬁion,-it
was planned to follow the river umtil a po:l.rﬂ'. oppo..s:i.ta' RIOSTO had been
reached and then make plans for assaulting the objective.

When the ocompany reached the river and sgtarted downstream, eleven .
Gerpans appeared in front of a dugout on the east bank of the siream.
They were waving white flags in a gesture of surrender. Two men were
detailed to take all the prisoners except one back to battalion head-
‘quarters which was located on the south slope of MT, BELMONTE, Ome
prisoner was persuaded to remain and guide the ccmﬁan& thrdﬁgh any mine-
fields that might be encountered., (24)

The company contimued to advance along and through the river for
about 400 yards., A route slong the sides of the river was followed as
‘much as possible, but at times the steepmess of the banks forced the men
to wade the stresm which in places was waist deep, The column was now
in enemy territory and the men were warned to be on the alert for enémy
patrols. They were also ordered to cut any comsunicatloan lines which
they discovered. {25)

After contimuing for another 300 yards, a light was sighted‘on the
reverse slope of a smell hill; The first platoon had halted when they

sighted the light and the cumpanj commender and four men from the pla-

(24) Personal knowledge
(25) Personal knowledge.
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toon went forward to lnvestigate. A German dugout was discovered clev-
erly constructed on the reverse slope of the hill, and the light was
comning from eracks in the door. The lgt platoon was deployed in an arc
around the dugout; one man jerked the door open; and the Krauts were
ordered to surrender, fhey gave up without a fight and, when questioned,
said that three more Germans were manning a mechine gun positior about
100 yards from the dugout. Ome squad of the first platoon tock one of
the Germans and proceeded to the machine gun position. Here the German
called to the crew, telling them to surrender as they were surrounded by
American troops. Thus three more prisomers were added to our totzl. The
last three prisomers captured said that other enemy dugouts were located
farther up the slope on‘tha east side of‘the river, It was a tempting
development. It was doubtful if the Germans in these dugouts had the
slightest idearthat two company-size nnits were in the vieinity. The
company comménder, howsver, decided againet assaulting these dugcuté
since it was now 0200 hours and only four and one-half hours of darkmess
regained in which to complete the mission. Therefore the company re-
sumed the advance down the river., (26)

After this last action, the company commander had contacted the
battalion commander and informed him of the situation and the location
of the company. He also informed the batialion commander that he still
could not see the objective since the night was very dark and ground
forma were difficult to recognize. The battallon commander ssid that
he wquld request the 105mm Huwitzersﬂto fire white phosphorous on the
terrain feature. This expedient did not prove toc puccessful. The pro-
Jectiles could be heard psssing overhead, but the high, steep sides of |
the river bank prevented a view of their point of impact. (27)

After the column had continued down the river for approximately

twenty mimutes, the operator of thé SCR-3C0 notified the company com-

(27) Personal knowledge
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Since the unit was traveling along low ground, the operator was ordered

_ to climb the bank of the river and again try to rsach the command post.
This effort met with failure. There was no mystery as o what was wrong;
the battery of the radilo hhd gone dead and there were no replacements.
Thereaf'ter, the company was out of radio contact with battalion head-
quarters for some time. (28) |

THE SKTRMISH AT THE DRAW

After another hour of slow progress down the river, four more Ger—
mans were surprised on sentry duty outside a dugout and takem prisoner.
The lack of security forces arcund the German positioné was amazing and
difficult to account for. It can perhaps best be explained by‘two facts;
(1) the heavy.artillery and mortar barrages that they had been receiving
made them reluctant to do amy night patrolling; and {2) the rear echelon
troops expected that the front line troops would give them adequate warn-
ing of any attack. In any event, the enemy troops weré mich surprised
at A company appearing behind their lines.

Dne of the captured Germans sald that the unit was near several
German dugouts, in fact, only about fifty yards from them, He was ordered
to tell the occupants to surrender. This method, which had worked so well
before, failed completely. Instead of surrendering; the Germans answerad
with a volley of rifle and machime pistol fire, The 1st platoon returned
the fire and a fire fight lasting for about fifteen mimtes ensued. Ab-
ruptly the firing broke off; the Germans had either withdrawn to a new
position or else were holding thelr fire until we tried to assault their
positions. (29)

It is.pertinent to examine the terrain at this point, Directly to
our front and extending to the left was a deep draw., In the rear of

this draw was the cutline of a high hill, (See Map "D") One of the

(28) Personal knowledge
(29) Personal knowledge
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recently captured prisoners had told_us that we were near RIOST(O and had
pointed in the general direction of the hill when he was askedrto indi-
oate where it was., From this information end making e rough estimate of
the distance traveled, the.company commander believed that the company
'was c¢lose to the objective, He was unwilling to try to cross the draw
in the darkmess, so a decision was made to have the men dig in on the
gouth side of the draw and maké the attack on the objective at daybreak,
if the battalion commander approved the plan.
At 045d, the battalion wire team which was following B company laid

& line to the Company A Command Post. Major Barrows did not think much
of the scheme, He pointed out that the regimental commander wanted the
'objective taken before daylight, and that thers would 8till be an element
of surprise if the company attacked within the next two and one-~half
hours., The company commander doubted that there would be much surprise
in view of the recent fire fight, but he informed the battalion commander |
thet he wonld take the objective if it could be located. Therefore, the
men wers ordered out of their slit tremchea and the company conmtimued
the advance, moving elong a trail which had been discoversed along the
weat bank of the river. (30)

ADVANCE TO LA CROCE

When the advance dawn’the river was rssumed, the 2nd Platoon was

ordered to the-front of the column followed by the 3rd Platoosm, Machine
Gun Section of Company B, 1st Platoon, Weapons Platoon, and Company
Headqunfters. The company traveled along the bank of the river and
erossed the river to the other side, still following the trail. Since
the unit was now well in enemy territory, the company commander moved
up to the head of the colwsn, This was a poor move, in view of sub-
89quent events, A further advance of 200 yards was made, and word came

from the rear of the column that contact had been lost with B company

(30) Personal knowledge
14
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and two platoons of A company plus the company A headquarters group.

A patrol of four men wers sent back to try to regain contact, with
orders to rejoin the company within thirty minutes if the missing ele-
ments could not be found. Thiﬁ was necessitated by the fact the time
was now 0500 hours and with daybresk approaching it was felt that no
more time could be spared in an attempt to regain contact. The patrol
retarned at the end of the allotted time with word that the remainder
of the column could not be located. (51)

The situation was such that a decision would have to be made as to
the futare action of the unit. It was still wmcertain as to the exmct
iocation of the objective., The fact that it would be daylight in an~
other balf hour required that something be done immedlately. The river
bed would be a very undesirable location after the night was 6ver. The
company commander deciﬁed that the compamy would move up the highest
hill on the west bank of the river; attack and capture the hill if pec~
essary; and attempt to reestablish communication with battalion head-
quarters. Therefore, just at daybreak the company moved up a trail
toward the top of a hill which appeared to be one of the highest ter-
rain features in the area. (9 ee Mgp "CM)

The men of the unit were fairly ieil exhausted. The company had
been moving all night and had stopped to dig slit tremches at one time.
The military crest of the hill was reached after a slow arduous climb-
shartly after 0600 hours. Here, a system of German trenches was discov-
ered and the cammandef ordered the men into these positions,

ACTION AT LA CROCE |

The company had just occupled the trenches when eight Germans were
sighted moving up the same trail by which we had reached the gummit of
the hill, The Germans were well apgced out along the trail with about

ten yarde between each man, The company commander waited until the first

(31) Personel knowledge , .
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enemy was sbout five yards‘from our positions, then ordered them to
aurrendef. The Germans were obviously surprised at the presence of
Awerican troops on the hill. One of them laughed and mede a gesture
as if to s=ay: 'Donft play jokes on us so early in the morning.® A
second look convinced him and the rest of the group that the men in

" the trenches were not German troops, All the ememwy except one, sur-
rendered ipmediately. The man at the end of the column, whom we later
found was an officer, started running back down the trail. A volley
of shots was fired at him but he had only about five yards to run be-
fore he was hidden from view, and he made good his escape. The other
seven enemy were disarmed and placed in the trenches with our troops.
The elght men informed the compeny commander that they constituted an
apnti-tank squad which was to ocﬁupy the position that the American

. troops hew held. (32)

Since it was daylight, the company commander made a detsiled study
of his map to find out exactly where the unit was located. In a short
time he had ascertalned that thercompany,‘(minus two platopons assumed
to be with B company) had passed the objective and was on a hill in the
vicinity of LA CROCE. 'The position now held was about 800 yards north
of the RIOSTO terrain feature, (See Map "E?) The masigned mission had
not been accomplished in the atrictest sénse of the word, but the com—
pany, if it could hold the present hill, had actuslly done more in the
way of taking terrain than was intended. (See Map "E")

From a defensive standpoint the position of the company was not
too good. Approximately one hundred men occupied a defensive system
that was roughly 150 yﬁrds wide and not more than 15 yards deep. The
defensive installations consisted of one long trench that made a slight
arc and six two-men foxholes. fhe‘large trench was about five feet

wide and two feet deep. It would offer good protection ageinst small

-

(52) Personal knowledge

16

4



armg fire but would be of little use against ertillery and mortar fire.
The company commander had lost the opportunity fof employing a defense
in depth when he failed to occupy the entire terrain feature gn arriv- |
in: at the top of the hill, At that time if he had ordered the cowmpany
to attack, the entire ridge plus the Palace of RIOSTO might have beén
taken. The Palace of RIOSTO stood on the highest piéce of terrain in

| the srea; end German weﬁpohs from in and around this Palace were to
cause us much anxiety for the next seven hours, (See Map "E®) {33)

The company commander believed that the unit was almost completely
surrounded by enemy troops. He knew that the enemy ocoupled the Palace
of. RIOSTO and that other enemy forces were to the north. RIOSTO was
also-océupied by an enemy force unless Company B plus the two platoons
of Company A had captured it; this was unlikely.since no firing had
been heard from that vicinity. The situation on our right was unkmown.
The company had not been ordered to maintain contact with the unit on
our right flank. (S ee Map .ﬂ:ﬁ)

Tangible evidence of eﬁeﬁ} troops in most of the areas listed above
was forthcoming when machine guns started firing from RIOSTO and the
Falace of RIOSTO and artillery rounds came in from the porth. (See Map “EW)
The machine guh fire was more amnoying than harmful. The machine gun fir-
ing from the Palace was emplaced in a position higher fhan our location,
.but ﬁhe angle of fire waa‘not great enough to penetrate the trenches.
Therefore, all required of the men was that they did not expose them-
gelves, The machiﬁe gun firing from RIOSTO could not possibly hit the
‘men in the trenches as it was firing ffom a location no higher than the
terrain feature that the company occupied, The artillery gaused much
more concern as any direct hit in the trenoh'would cause several cas-
-qalties. Casualties are normal, but casuaslties at this time would be

of particular concern eince their evacuation would have to be carried

(33) Personal knowledge

#Shown on maps as PAL PI
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out through-ﬁbout nine hundred yards of enemy territory. Moreover,
the company commander could not call for litter bearers or any other
medical éupport. (34)

During the next two hours the company was'subjected to fairly
heavy machine gun fire and artillery barrages., Nelther type of fire
caused us any damage, The fact that the unlt cawe through all the
artlllery barrages unscathed was an unususlly fortunate oilrcumstance,
The artillery rounds would start falling about two hundred yards be—
yond our position and begin creeping back toward our trenches. Usually,
when the rounds were falling olose enough tb the trenches to cause cas-—
ualties, the firing would cease., Several times had the ememy guns con-
timned firing st a reduced range they would undaubtedly have hit our
men in the trenches.

About 1000 hours, planes of the Tactical Alr Force started attack-
ing Germen fromt line positions, These attacks were made by P—47's,
using both rockets and machine guns, Some of these low level attacks
were being carried out uncomfortably close to the A company position.
Since the unit was sctually in a German defensive position, the company
commander decided to employ a recognition signal in order to make sure
the position would not be bombed and stiafed by oﬁr own air force. Th-
erefore, two yellow smoke gremades were thrown in front of the trenches.
The aircraft ﬁmdonbtediy gaw the smake from thé grenades. So did the
Germﬁﬁ artillery observers. The smoke was no soomer released than fif-
téen to twenty artillery rounda came in., Judging from the sound of the
gun and the high véloeity of the shells, it was egtimated that these
were rounds from self-propelled artillery. Fortunately the grenades
had been thrown about thirty yards from the trench and that is almost
exactly ﬁhere the shells landed. Ko Qore grenade slgnals were used, (55)

At 1000 hours, increased firing was heard in the vicinity of the

(34) -Perzonal knowledge
(85) Personal knowledge
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Palace of RIOSTO. We could recogni#e the firing of a United States
machine gun and it was belisved that poesibly an attack was being launched
on this strong point either by B company or elements of the 9lst Division.
The company coEmender made plans for attacking acroas-the 400-500 yards

of terrain between our position and the Palamece. .This would aid the attack-

ing unit if am actusl asssult was in progress. The two machine guns of

the section were set up in firing position and commenced firing on the Pal~

ace and surrounding srea, If an attack was made, it was plamned to send

both platoons abreast towsrd the Palace. Firing was received from the Pal-

ace, but no attack by our forces materialized. After our machine guns had
fired for about five mirmtes and the ammunition box had been shot off ome
of them, the company commander decided that no attack by aﬁr forces was
in progress. Therefore.the machine guns were pulled back down in the
trench, (38)

THE ATTACK ON RIOSTO BY COMPANY B

Approximately one-helf hour later extensive firing was h#ard from
the vicinity of RIOSTO., GSince this was the attack.on A compsny's orig-
inal objective, and two platoons of A company were imvolved, it—ia per—
tinent to consider the action of B company at this time. 1st Lieutenant
James C, Vaughan, B Company Commander, reorganized his company and pre-
pared to move when the order to sdvance was received south of the draw.
The 1st platoon and weapons platoon of A company were slow in getting
ready to move and did not maove out with their paremt company. The B
company commander thereupon incorporatsd these units into his columm.
The head of the B company columm woved mcrosg the draw and, instead of
continning downstream as A company had done, followed a trail to the
left. {See ugp wpn}  (37) |

» The B company commander was near the head of the column at this

time, and he observed a white phoéphnroua shell strike near the top of

56; Personal knmowledge
57) Peraonal knowledge- Statement of Gaptain James G, Vaughan
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the hill to his front. The company commander halted the column and
waited to see if any more white phosphorous shells would fall at the

same loecation, The battalicn commander had stated that white phos-

phorous shells would be fired on the objective at five minute intervals,
During the fifteen minutes that the B company commander observed, the

ghells fell at exact five minute periods., Lieutenant Vaughan was thus

abls to locate the objective, (38)

Although the battalion order had directed that A company make the

assault on the objective, the B company commander decided to move to-

ward RIOSTO. He was in a similar situation to that in which the 4

compeny commander had previously found himself, in that daybreak was

approaching and his company was on low terrain., He therefore deployed

his platoons in line with each platoon as skirmishers and ordered the
entire company plus the two platoons of A company up the hill toward

C. VALL, The company was within thirty yards of C. VALL when eneny

fire was received. The men of B company returned the fire and a brisk

fire fight lasting for sbout twenty mimtes ensued. At the end of this

time, fifteen Gernans'occupying4positions in the vicinlity of C. VALL

surrendered. Their decision to surrender was undoubtedly influenced by

the great volume of fire that they were receiving from a reinforced
company. (39) -

One of the prisoners spoke English fluently and was a valuable
gource of information He informed the B company commande: of the
exact location o £ RIOSTC. He also "Volunteered"™ the information
that over a platoon of Germaps occupied a hill just south of RIOGSTO.
.(See Map "E")

Lieutenant Vaughan immediately made plans te captuie this hill,

He realized that resistance, if judged by the mumber of Germans oc—

(538) Personal knowledge; Statement of Captain James C. Vaughan
(53) Persomal knowledge; Statement of Captain James C. Vaughan
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cupying the position, would be more determined than at C. VALL. Also,
he believed that a frontal attack against the hill, even if succéssful,
- would result in some of the Germans withdrawing to defensive positions
in the rear. He therefore disposed two platoons, the 3rd platoon of
company B and the Ist platobn of company A, plus the machine guns of
the weapons platoons in tﬁe vieinity of C. VALL to form a base of‘fire
for his maneuver elements. He plaoed the mortars of the two weapons
platoons south of C. VALL near the deep draw. The lst platoon of B
company was sent sround the left of the hill to attack 1t from the
left rear and‘the.and platoon around the right side to attack the hill
from the right reer. These two platdons successfully executed this
enyeloping moverent and moved up thé slopes of the hill to assault the
enemy positions, The Germans did not give up without stiff resistance.
' For nearly an hour they succgssfully beet back the attempts ﬁo cepture
the hill. Finslly the officer in charge of the German troops was wound-
‘ed end resistance ceased almost immedistely. B company took a total of
forty German prisoners from thelhili. After the company had captured
the hill, the company‘coﬁnander directed the two assault platoons to
advance'tqwafd RIOSTO. No resistance was encountered in the small
hamlet. Avy Germans that may ﬁafe been occupying the hill earlier in
the morning had either withdrawn to the Palace of RIOSTO or had tsken
up positions on the hill captured by B cowpany. (40). -

When the men of B company reached RIOSTO, they sighted the men
in the positions near LA CROCE and notified their commander, The B con~
pany commender direoted that no one fire at the positions upléss fired
upon. He observed the persomnel in the trenches through his field
glesses and definitely ascertained that they were American troopB.Up—
on establishing that A company was in_the positions, he notified the

battalion comsander that the portion of the company A which had been

(40) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain James CG. Vaughan
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out of cantact had been found. He was informed by the battalion com-~
mander that A and B companies would clear the Palace of RIOSTO and the
éurrounding area that night, attacking from positions the companies now
held. (41)

When the men of company B had definitely established that A company
oocupied the positiona near LA CROCE, they gave a hand signal. This sig-
nal wasg retﬁrnéd, and the persomnel of A company felt much better now
that enemy troops were no longer in the rear asres,

Although the morale of the men was higher, their desire to eat was
also great. Since the objective was to have been captured by daylight,
no ration other tham the eveniﬁg meal on 18 April hed been issued. An
extra ration should have been issued to take care of the contingency
that the objeotive might not be captured on schedule.

THE AFTERNOON AT LA CROCE

The report on our exsct location had an immediste effect on the
firing against the Palace of RIOSTO, Before noon, no artillery had been
directed against this strong polnt as the reéimental commander thought
that the missing A company elements might be at this location. On learn-
ing that the company did mot occupy the position, he dispatched a section
of tanks to the high ground on the east bank of the CAVINSANO river, dir-
ectly opposite the Palace. These tanks opened up with direet fire against
the Palace and surrounding area. Béth the tanks and the impact area could
be geen from the A company position., The second volley from the tanks
landed in front of the Palace and, almost the same instent, three Germans
emerged from a dug in machine gun position and started running for cover.
The two machine guns of the section attached to A company immediately
atarted firing at the Germans but failed completely to hit them, Although
this failure showld not be condoned, the Germans did put on a begutiful

exhibition of broken-field running in dedging the bullets. The machine

(41) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain James C. Vaughan
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gun which had harrassed us all morning from the Palace fired ne more. (42)

The rest of the afternocon was spent in position, but conditions were
not as fatiguing as they had been in the foremoon. Both machine guns
whieh had been firing at A company all through the mbrning had been elim-
inated. Moreover, the artillery fire which had been comming from the J
front had dwindled until only two or three rounds every half-hour were
now landing. The company commander should have attempted to send back a
patrol to contact company B at this time. There is also a possibility
that a patrol sent back when the company first arrived at the position |
could have reached the battalion command post. Although the company com—
mender had made positive decisions up to the time the position had been_
taken,he had thereafter adopted a cautious attitude. Although the aétion
had been completely successful, it might not have been so had not the
enemy been planning an early withdrawal. The company's poor defensive
" position and the complete lack of contact with battalion headquarters
would have caused much difficulty had the enemy made a determined counter-
attack.

Nothing eventful happened the remsinder of the aftermoon. At ap-
proximately 1800 hours, the positiﬁns and surrounding area received one
of tﬁe heaviest artillery barrages of the day. Although the company
commander was relatively inexperienced in combat operations, he believed
that this indicated a German withdrawsl.

ATTACK ON THE PALACE OF RIOSTO

When darkness fell, the compeny commander immediately took an
eight-man patrol and started toward RIOSTO fo contact the B company
commander. The patrol reached the B company position in twenty minutes
and there, between hurried bites on a sandwich, the company commander
was briefed on the actions of B company up to that time. .Ths A company

commander then contacted the battalion commander who repeated the order

{42) Personal knowledge
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that had been given to the B company commander, namely that A and ﬁ
companies would attack sismltanecusly from-their present positions at
2400 hours, 19 April to capture the Palace of RIOSTO and the surrofind-
ing area.r(45)

The A company commander returned to LA CROCE., He utilized the two
platoons of the c¢ompany which had been with B company plus the patrol
to carry C ratioms to the positionms. |

On arriving at the compeny poaition, the rations were distributed
to the men. The company commander formulated a plﬁn of attack lmmedi-
ately since it was nesrly midnight, the time the attack was to start.

Unlike the operation on the night of 18 April, there weré few un-~
known factors for this atteck, The area of operations and the object-
ive had been under scrutiny all day. The company commander decided to
employ lst and 2nd platoons abreast to clear the ridge, It platoon on
the right, The Srd platoon was to follow the right platoon and on or-
der clear the area north of the ridge. The machine guns were emplaced
tq fire'in a gap hetween the Est and 2nd platoon and toward the flanks,
The mortars were emplaced to fire on any enemy counterattack that might
develop. As the situation developed, such a complete and detailed plan
was not needed. The ridge and the area in the vicimity of the Palace
were devold of German troops. The 5rd platoon sighted a group of with-
drawing enemy troops on the north slope of the hill and wounded three of
them, The mission was ccmpleted at 0230 hours, 20 April. {44)

The Ggrmans in this sector had started a complete withdrawal on the
night of 19-20 April. (45) On the morning of 20 April, elements of the
133rd Infantry passed through A compsny. The 1st Battalion 8ommander
was at the A company command post the next morﬁing and directed the com-

pany to return to the rear for a short period of relief. (46)

(43) Personal kmowledge
{44) Personal knowledge
(45) a-1, p. 87 °

(48) Personsl knowledge
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This operation was & complete success in spite of the failure of
the company commander to locate the objective and the loss of conmtact
between elements_of the attacking columm. The company advanced through
over a mile of enemy-held terrsin; captured twenty nine Germans; and
suffered no casualties. Together with B company, nearly a hundred enemy
troops wers captured during the operation. The mﬁvement of the company
%o LA CROCE outflanked the Mey position at the Palace of RIOSTO and for-
ced the enemy to withdraw from this position. The RIOSTO-Palace of RIO-
STO-LA CROCE area was a sirong German secondary poéitionirand the éapture
of this terrain complex i:layed an importent part in forcing a German
withdrawal in this area.

No less important to the company COmmandér was the great effect of
the operation on the morale cf the meﬁ. A1though success in battle is
one of the greatest morale factors, success without cesualties has an
even greater effect.on morale. Morale of the company following this op—

eration was at its peak,

ANATYSIS AND CRITICTSM

1. SURPRISE

In spite of the fact that the Germans in this sector had been under
attack for three days and their initial defensive line breached, the
quick movement of the'company down the river caught them completely un-
prepared. They undoubtedly expected that the advance would be made in
 orthodox stages with reorganization after the first attack and object-
ives essigned which would not be so far in the rear of their lime. Too
they probably did not vismalizme the CAVINSANO RIVER, a parrow, steep
gided stream, as a likely avewmue of approach into their position. As
a rule, att;cks ly ocur forces had previously been made mlong ridges
an% high ground, where possible, rather than along low tefrain. The
attempted movement of a German gun crew into the defensive position

that the company occupied near LA CROCE and their refusal, at first,
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to believe that American troops were occupying these positions is a
dramatic illustration of tﬁe amouml of surprise achieved. The surprise
of the opergtion more than compensated for the tactical errors that
were committed.

2. SECUORITY |

The success of the mission was due largely to the failure of the
enery to provide mdequate security for his forces. Ko commander of a
unit, no mstter how large or small it may be, can depend on someone
else to provide him warning of an impending attack., The use of flares,
mines, snd other passive measures should not be overeﬁphasised at the
expense of the human element, A clever or even a lucky opponent may
avoid these. The eyes and ears of the trained soldier are much harder
to bypass. They may, at times, be fooled but ﬁill usually be suspicious
enough to caﬁse an alarm,

If the enemy had discovered the long columm soon after 1t started
down the river bed, he could have prevented our using that route, The
draw through which the columm traveled would have been untenable if
subjected to arfillery and mortar fire, If this had happened, the com-
pany would have had only two courses to follow: (1) go forward and
receive prohibitive casualties; or (2) withdraw and recomnoiter for
another route, a difficult proposition on a dark night.
| A commander must realize that no matter how efficient a system of
security may be during the day, it will have to be reinforced at night.
The fact that night operations are the exception rather than the rule

‘ahould not lull any unit into a falgse sense of security during darﬁ-
ness.
5. COMMUNICATIONS

No matter how trying the conditione under which a unit is oper-

ating, the communications equipment should be checked before starting

an attack., Good communication 13 somewhat like an insurance policy;
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when needed the worst it is often lacking. In an attack operatioms
where wire lines may not or cammnot be laid, it is essential that radios.
be in efficlent working order, The axiom that signsl communication is

~ the volce of command should never be forgotten because, when communica-
tion fails, so does command. Had the SCR-300 of the company remained
effective, the company could have: (1) notified the battalion commander
of our location; (2) called for artillery fire on the enemy positions
that we had 1oc§ted; and (5) with battalion approval, captured the Pal~
ace of RIOSTO ten to twelve hours before it was actually siezed.

4. TERRATN APPRECIATION

The Commander, Company B should have appreciated the value of the
terrain festure at the Palace of RIOSTO, If he had quiekly grasped the
fact that this wes the key terrain the area and siezed it early on the
morning of 19:April, it would have had significant_and immediste re-
sults, Primarily, it would have cut off completely the enemy at RIOSTO -
and forced their surrender or withdrawsl., Secondarily it would have
meant thet the company would not have had to spend the entire day pinned
down by enemy fire, i |

The position of Gompanw!E on the high ground in the vicinity of
LA CROCE was extremely poor ffom a defensive standpoint., There was
_ scéracely eny depth to the position, consequently an attack against
either flank would probably succeeded in overrunning the one position
very'quickly. Furthermore, a strong frontal attack, if not stopped
in fromt of the trench would have had little difficulty in penetrating
such & shallow defense,

The limitel area in which the unit was situated made it extremely
vulnerable to artillery and mortar fire, It was pure luck that none
of the enemy artillery shells landed in the position, smd for some un-

known reason no morter fire was received during the day on the hill.

v
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5.  CONTACT DURING NIGHT MOVEMENTS

Night movement of units are extremely difficult to control. Every
effort should be made to insurs that men remain within signalling dis-
tance of each other. In the colum formation that the company used in
advancing down the river,'the.coﬁpanw copmander should have made sure
that each man in the columm underétood that he was to remein in contact
with the men to his front eand rear, This undoubtedly would have pré—
vented the loss of éontact between elements of the column. Furthermore,
the position of the Commander, Compamy A at the head of the column did
not help the situation. In this position he was the last man 1n the col-
umn to receive word that contact had been lost,
6. RATIONS

Some thought should have been given t6 the possibllity that the
attack would not go as scheduled. If that had been done,'the battalion
commander, and A company commander would-have realized that extra rations
were ﬁeeded. The men were carryiﬁg only their individual weapons and
apmmmnition and could easily have carried one-third or two-thirds of a
ration. As if was, the absence of food had no adverse effect on the op-
eration, but the men would have been iq poor condition for any severs
fighting ¢n 19 April,
7.  DISSEMINATION _OF PLANS AND ORDFRS

The Commander, Company A should have bsen notified that the ob-

jective contemplated for his compamy might be changed. This is not
intended as an excuse for the fallure of the company commender to ioc-
ate the objective, It 1s true that changes in plan are normal, but any
information that the plans might be bhanged is.of great value to a sub-
ordinate leade¥. Due to the fact that the attack order almost colneided
with the time of depﬁrture, the commender had insufficient time to de-
vige a plen. He further did not have time to make a visusl reconnais-

sance of the area over which his unit was to operate. Historlecal records
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