3rd Compeny, S.T.R.
Fort Benning, Georgils
25 May 194V

Sutvject: Insertion to I“onograph
To: Tilitery Zistory Committee
The Infaniry School
Fort Denning, Georgls
l. 4t tne tame I prepered my monograﬁh for delivery
in Pebruzry or Merch T h=@ not received suthentic informa-
tion on one phsase of the action described. Reference had to
be made to & sometimes insccurate Regimentel History. Other

officers questioned were &also ignorsnt of full details.

2. TRecause my monogreph was used as part of source

material for =z lecture or en wirbtorne overstion esnd might
sometime be used agein, I reguest that the fellowlng letter
reerpte--received long efter the wonograph was subnitted--
be ettached to eéch of the two coples aslong witi: this

explanstory letter.
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nc 1“:t rintis ruek. T Co rerernbter thot oitor np jimp-
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2. The wrieiing was the besi 1 neve esttended. rerticulecrly =o
tgcense of tae gtiivude of the pliots. “aen we leIt the briefting
room I beiieve tue jumpuwasters had greati confidence in the Job the
,Qir eorps wouid do. This is in contrast to Yormandy where the pilotls
seemed, to tglke the orieling zs & big joke.(fn DEFINITE CH.iNGE FOR
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O. Yhe Tiigut in was uneventiul.untll'we reacued gg;ﬁgggggg§£5.
®8 Te Wers btoid in the briefing we zot souc very neavy tfiax. A" Co.
being second in the colwen seewmed 1o ceteh wost ol it. UWO pleles
were Lit s¢ tadiy they hed to 1eil cuit of tiae cunvoy. Leese Were the
two thet jumped in Germsuny. By tine time iuey regeined jumping &iti-
tude tuey were pest the DZ end just inside ermany. All parairocpers
0% oul excepv for one man and they =ii eventually got back to BCE. -
i& tuey nad sitout (1l1ty prisoners ivom ick Lck crews L would =&y they
did¢ & dern good job. ule oI the pianes craesuea with loss of all the

erew, 1 neave neveil seard sLout g Chuel plale.... d1Td tue eX-
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_cepnlon cl tie WO pienes oue jumﬁ was exncerient and ve vere asgseiloicd,
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Ga at cbout gix Fawe L was calaed up to wie on Cre. e vere
L0oiG tnev « Uutech underground wen naa just given the locetion of tue
~ars of Duteh uncerground end tae control station ifor tiowing the
birivge., 1The pian was to contact the unéerzrounc, ceplture tihe coutioL
gtetion, enc cegture the cricge. '€ wWere to start iummeaieately, '&F
Co. lesdlng =1d “B".Co. vehind.

eee ibout ten o'ciock (#luml W'CLOCK?) I was told %0 pio-
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ceed (without “B*" Co.; anyuaow.... ihc Duochmsn sald he would go
fomiard alone to contact the underground. 170 one Opposed Tuiis plon
el Ghel weS e 1481 We S0W OF wilis (nE OrTill WulDEREU WnBTalRr T ls
CIvILTaly g ar)e U wiTu T7& DN CO'S 45 rISTOL,u 4S8 NOT CAPIrURED ARD (UES-
TIGNED...) I was (finul;y} to g0 abead until I reacuec tue Circle.

Se At this time 11 woe pivch Dleca ande visluisivy was less wuan
ten yarcs. .hen we £0% two glocus fTO0 bhe GLOCLG We el LhT0 <oiie
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Starved Iluing Ciaipusy. "B™ Co. Jusi wuCub tlhat viue resched bone
P81l 01 WY CULPENY &lid Starlteu CLilig COAlrOgl Tue Lilduds 0L wne sileel.
eee ¥V leae platovu W8S s0 poorly oOrgenized i had Lo puss Lemm's
pletocn througﬁ it.-.-'nlL Tuis tiwe we couad near Jermen TIUCKS ulle
loading wen. ie Were uhte.iss novever o dlryedy iy @UiceCuvive fire ol
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cvmiu-wg but that they cou.t very well have been just ordinary Iight
switches. I personaily believe this was a German headguarters of
some sort.

45 usual the 536 wasn't any good when 7e needed 1t the most, so
we started back to the park. e had two badly wounded men so our
progress wWas slow. ¢ had almoét gotten to the part when Germans
opened up on us and we found that we were cut off. #e then started
to circle around thinking we could pass the Germens. However, every
street we entered hud Germans In it. A4s it was beginning to get
light it was apparent we couldn't wundsr sround wuch longer,'éo wWe
started to look for an appropriste place to hole up. To make a 16ng
story short we didn't et out until the Dritish made .contect with us
on ths wmorning of the 20th at which time we starts” back to locate
the bettalion.

%t no tire did vie get within sight of the highway bridze. e
could see the rsiluzy brid ¢ Lut weirc ot leazt = hall wile from it.
C" FDeeDICTS UTaTI IS OF T0RE TaainllVs A Bane OF 1A -"jU;.;.PnLSY.)

e Teachad the battellon on tas drop zone lute in the sfternoon
of tae %0th snd were told Yo rejoin the cospauny on Devil's ¥Will. 3By
duslk we hed iust resched the position of the Anzinesr Flstoon. The

platoon lesder told we ther wers belng sltacked at thoet pertilcular

o

monient. Tron ahet we could sec and nesr, nobody was Tiring a shot.

v . PO .
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Our #zroun then started out to contact Foiey. Je just miszed
5im in the derk eand when dawn broke we were not more than lOO_yards
awey. (VEHY THICK BBUSI—I.)

/e had no sooner gotten things reorganized on Devil's Hill when
the Germags attacked. Tt was a foolish move as they came strasishti
up the sides of the hill. till it is surprising Jjust how far up
they did zet. This was their lzst ottack and the remainder of our
time on Devil's Hill w&s sPent on patrols snd maintaining contact
with other units and killing cows and chick:ns.

Durinzg thié time T =za&w plenty of plaeces we could have used our
50 mm's to advantagé. Tonever, eithzr a mortar wasn't around at the
tive or there wasn't enough ammunition toc be effeciive. 3Zomehow &
worter s.ued seems 1o receive the wost casusltizs wnd o tuo or three

wien snued cgn carry Just about ernouzh for cne tarzet.
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THE ACTION OF THE 1ST BATTAIION, S508TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY
{82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION)
IN THE HOLLAND INVASION, 15~24 SEPTEMBER 1944
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN, EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS)
{Personal Experience of the Battalion Executive Officer)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph describes the action of the 1st Battalion, 508
Paréchute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, during the peri-
od 15 September to 24 September, 1944, on which date the airborne
phase of the Holland invasion may be said to have terminated for this
battalion.

It is my intention to do three things during this monograph:

l. To relate the events that took place, fitting in the bst-
talion's action to that of the division overall plan.

2. To reveal some of the faults and virtu:gé of the persons
making up such airbofne units at that time.

3. To point out some lessons we in the battelion learned and
several lessons commanders on a higher level learned abtout the em-
ployment of sirborne froops.

The action will be discussed in seven parts:

l. The final preparations and briefings at the departure air-
fields in central England.

2. The take off and flight to the combat ares.

3. The parachute drop on Drop Zone “"T* and the regimental as-

4, The accomplishment of the battalion's initial mission.

5. The attempt to capture the Nijmegen highway bridge.

6. The countermarch and recapture of our own drop-zone (DZ).

7. The action by déys during subsequent missions in that first
week prior to our relief by lst Battalion, 504 Parachute Infantry

Regiment.



FINAL PREPARATIONS AND BRIEFING

On 15 September the lst ("Fireball™) Battalion was billetted
in part of an unused hanger at Langar Fileld in central England. Offi-
cers and:key non-commissioned officers were 1ssued several maps of
different scales and the Battalion S-2 section wes busily preparing
sand tables for the more detailed briefing of every man.

The situatlion was then as shown on map 1. (1l). The plan was
for the British 2nd Atmy to skirt the north end of the German forti-
fied lines ~- assumed to end at Cleve -- and then to drive southeast
to the Ruhr industrial area and east toward Berlin. [lements of the
First Allied iirborne 4irmy -- the :imerican 10lst and 82nd Alrborne
Divisions and the British lst Airborne Division -- were to assist this
drive by selzing and holding important bridges and road junctlions on
the 2nd Army's route of advance.

GEOGRAPHICAL FRATURES

The area we are principally concerned with here is the high
gfound separating the Maas (Meuse) River and the Jaal River (largest
diverging branch of the Rhine) and is shown on map 2. The highest
point in the entire sector sloﬁing southeast 1s the steep dyler Berg
ridge system; southward toward Groesbeek is a less sharply defined
hill system. The area, except at #yler Berg ridge, is rolling and
sandy; both areas are generaelly heavily wooded cedar forests and
tangled underbrush. There is, however, =a large cleared farming ares
east and south of Groesbeek which afrfords adequate space for glider
landings and, of course, parachute drops.

Zxcept for the tactically important Reichswald Forest area im-
medistely scuth and scutheast of Groesbeek, slmost all of the adjacent

area is typical Dutenr "polder" country consisting of reclaimed drain-

(1) ¥isecellaneous unit reports.




ave arsas which are sub-divided intos diteh 1ined pastures or small
orchgrds., 1In such areas as these the rainfs11 snd humidity conditions
st this time of the year can make even light jeep traffic difficult.

4 good network of roads and trails extends through wost of the
area. Three principal roasds snd two railroads converge on the beauti-
ful, modern city of Nijmegen, whose prewar population of nearly
100,000 remained definitely pro-allied despite active éccupation by
German training forces.

-Because of the fivers and cenals, all bridges in the area assumed
great tactical importance, particularly the huge five span, steel and
conerete highway bridge at the northern edge of this city. {2)

The 82nd Airborne Division landing by parachute and glider was
to accomplish four things: (3)

1. ©Seize and hold the highway bridges across the Mass River at
Grave and the Waal River at Nijmegen,

2. Seize, organize, and hold the high ground between Nijmegen
and Groeshesak.

3« Deny the rcads in the Division area to the enemy,

4. Dominate the aree outlined on map 2.

The 508 Parachute Infantry, one of the three parachute regiments
in the Division, was assigned a large sector in the northern and east-
ern part of this perimeter with three specific missions initislly:

1. To dominate the hill mass in the vicinity of Berg-en-dal, the
highest ground in the 28 mile Division perimeter.

2. To block the southward move of enemy from the Nijmegen area.

3. To protect end keep open Drop Zone "T" where the Regiment
was to jump. (4)

(2) 6,000 feot (including spproaches), A-6, p. 58; (3) A-1; (4) 4-9
and personal knowledge.
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In additlon, the Regimental Commanding Officer, Col. Roy E.
Lindcuist, knew that his unit being the closest to the vital Nijmegén
highway and railway bridges probably would have a future assigmient
of capturing one or both of them. He slso knew that the Nijmegen-
Cleve highway running through Jyler as a midpoint might at that point
become his concern.

The 1lst Battalion, 508 Psrachute Infantry had the initisl mission
of seizing a sector of ground about 2-1/2 miles south of the highway
bridge. (See Map 2)

That «as our reason for beiﬁg at the departure sirfield now, why
for secrecy ﬁe were "sealed in'" by our own guasrds and token barbed
wire fences, Other than dontinual study of the sand tables, rerolling
of a few A-S5 containers (too hastily prepared at base cemp near Not-
tinghen earlier) and the last minute care of personal arms and equip-
ment, féw men were particularly busy after mid-afternoon of the 16th.
A band concert asnd brief prayer service in the hangar prepared us for
the next day.

After an early breakfast the officeré attended s final fligﬁt
briefing on westher, the route, check points, sea rescue measures,
expected flak areas, and fighter protection. |

The heavy bundles were then trucked out to the chalk-marked C-47's
and swung into belly racks and placed in the open doorways in the cass
of the most important items, Until the c¢louds lifted enough for the
ten o'clock take off, the troopers lolled on the grass, joking and
bragging sbout themselves, their favorite "Pubs", or their English
girls, Only the unusual number of latrine visits betrayed any ner-
vousness,

TAKE OFF AND FLIGHT TO THE COMBAT AREA

Qur briefing had been clear and unhurried. For this daytime

Ge



operation all divisions hed been scheduled to stert appearing over
their target areas about 1300 hours.

The 508 flew the 860 mile, two and one half hour northern route
with the three battallons initially in psrallel streems 1-1/2 miles
apart. On approaching the drop zone the stresms converged to column
formations at four minute intervals to drop in numerical order of
battelions. (5). Except for two flak-troubled planes of A Company,
the first bazttalion commanded by Lt. Col, Shilelds Narren jumped right
over the assigned drop zone (DZ "Tr).

** ¥hat hit my jaw? Oh! That cerbine wasn't tucked in tight
enough. Did that 536 tear away on the opening shoeck or is it still
taped to my leg? That must be our bundle. Who are those men running
down there? Nobody shotld be ahead of us on this rield. Is that a
Tommy Gun or a Schmeiser? Too slow for.é Schmeiser. Theret's Frigo.
Hope Krixer and that sid man get down 0.K. Must have jumped at least
a thousand feet up today. Will we never get down? Just give us
thirty minutes, Lord, thirty minutes, and then let them come after us.
Jhat a helluva Jjolt! I know I'll never zget out of this harness.

Cen't even get to my plstol. 0.K. now. Does the radio work? "Warren,

Harren, where are vou? Where is the corner of woods for our assem-
bly? Haystack? 7Yes, I see it and now the red cloth draped on 1%.
Good!" "No, trooper, the 505 should have landed over a mile south of
here near Groesbeeck. Better stey with us a while." ** (&)

The S.0.P. assembly ascsisted by red@ smoke grenade markers and
red cloth streamers was rapid except for a slight declay caused by the

necessity of changing the center of the assembly area. This polint

was to have been a corner of woods which #e soon realized existed only

on our maps. To facilitate assembly each company had subsectors in

(5) Miscellaneous reports and personal knowledge; (6) Personal
thoughts during descent.
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prearranged compass directions from the center marker pius & sound
locator, such as a whistle blast, klaxon ratchet, bugle note, and
(for B Company) the facetious tenor of a French taxi horn "liberated”
in Normandy.

Meanwhile, Lt. Combs and two plane-loads had jumped about 45
seconds late and landed on or over the German border probably near
dyler. This force of 22 men had guite a skirmish before rejoining us
several hours later. #With 1izht losses to themselves they killed a= -

bout 20 Germans and brought back 49 prisoners.l (7)
‘\M___"_‘_____,___-.

Back on the drop zone recovery of bundles was good and soon we
realized the iAlr Corps had, for a change, done a sﬁperior job. #ithin
an hour the souvenir hunters had cut a piece of parachute nylon, the
jump casualties hod been ;athered, equipment secured, and we were
ready to go.

During the 15-20 minute delay for the 3rd Battalion to join us
we watched from Voxhil the wild entrucking and detrucking antics of
several groups of Germans 1200-1500 yards to the southwest, They evi-
dently had a preplannad anti-airborne scheme of action but lacked the
courage and numbers to put thelr plans into effect at the most favor-
able time.

The strength reports indicated that about 95% of the 508 were ac-
counted for, DIarlier the three rifle companies had aversged 145 men
and Headdguarters Company with its C.P. grouﬁ, communications platoon,
supply section, light machine zun platéon, and 81 mm mortar platoon
had jumped 153 men. (8). All four 81 mu mortars but only four of the
eight 1izht mechine guns were found. {9)

The small hattalion supply section had long since been busy

gathering bundles and attempting to borrow farm carts for transporta-

(7) A-2; 4-12; (B8) A-1 and personal knowledge; (9) A-l4.
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tion. The Jump casuaslties also were left at Voxhil sith the 2nd Bat-
talion's D Company as the lst Gattalion moved toward its first objec-
tive. {See Map 2)

ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE TINITIAL MISSTION

The column march of 3 miles led by A Company was opposed by only
a8 few scared labor troops whose quick capture gave interest to the
heavlily laden paratroopers. The too rapid cross country march follow=-
ing the afterjjump let down had begun to extract a toll of stragglers
and discardsd equipment. The 81 mm mortar platoon hand-carrying all
its equipmént and ammmunition had to drop out. However, as we approached
our first objmctive and halted a few minutes for reorganization the
gap was closad.

The Regimehtal commanding officer with his radio operator and two
Dutch interpreters from the British Army soon followed us onto our |
first objective -- taken with almost no oppositiont The planned de-
fenses were being sét up when several civilians wearing arm bands and
carrying underground credentiesls of some sort told the Colonel that the
Germans had deserted NiJlmegen, that the town and highway bridge were
lightly held. {10)

The Regimentsl C.0. had been instructed thet if the ipnitial mis-
sions were accomplished to "go ashead and take the highway bridge if
you can". {1l1). This division order was perfectly understood in rela-
tion to the primary missions and was not a weak, conditional order as
might be supposed off-hand,

The PReglmental and Battalion C.0.'s then plesnned to send ons pla=-
toon of C Company plus the 2-2 section plus two light machine gun
squads on & reconnaissance patrol to approsch the bridge from the south

while A and B Companies with the remaining two light machine gun squads

(10) A=-2 2nd sye~witness, self:; (11) A-9.
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and two 81 mm mortar scuazds attaéked it from the southeast. {See

Map 2} (12). Before these forces could esven zet started another C
Company platoon had to be dispatched to our rear to investigate insis-
tent Dutch reports of a larpe eneny force hiding in our rear. Guided
by a civilisan this force approached the danscerous area only to find
the hiding place now in the hands of our own forces,minus Germans.
This force returned to the first objective where the Regimental C.O0.,
18t Battalion Executive Officer, about 1/3 of Battalion Headquarters
Company and € Company less 1 platoon spent an anxious but inactlve
night., (13}

In town the right fofce {Bast), under Lt. Weaver, initiaslly haed
some success but lost all local surprise effect while embushing a
trucklosd of Germans. They advanced to a traffic circle south of the
bridge, felt out 1ts de=fenses, scouted the ares for another approach
and at 0600, having no radioc contact, returned fo the C.P. area., A-
mong the killed in this sction were several key S-2 men. (14)

Durlnz this time 4 Company with its three platoons stirred up
plenty of trouble. Fubroiled in bitter street fighting at the other
main traffic cirele they ﬁere soon so disorganized as to be ineffec-
tive as a fighting force. The company commander, Captain Adams, wes
told to organize one platoon undzr Lt. Lemm and -- avoiding the traf-
fic circle defenses -- have it snecak into town. For some reason Capt.
Adams went himself on this dangerous mission and when they soon be-
came cut off from the remainder of the battelion without radio com-
munication, 4, Company was without its legder. Lt. Foley, by daylight,
assumed command. (15)

Meanwhile Company B was passed through Compeny 4 and succeeded
in establishing themselves in and around a large three storj building.
(12) A-2; A-11; 4-12, and personal knowledge; (13} Eye-witness, self;
(14) A-2 and verbal report to executive officer; (15) A-2; A-11; A-12.
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Two S1 mortars and all available smmunition were carried to the flat
foof top, set up, and zeroed in. During the early morning hours a
German counterattack was stopped by rifle, machine gun and 81 mortar
fire. The Germans withdrew., Captein Millsaps of B Company had been
told to remain in position until sttack orders reached hir from the
Battelion C.0., who was trying to reorganize the badly scattered A
Company. (16). The above actions see-sawed from about 2000 hours 17
Saptember to about 0800 18 September.

Back on the drop zone after daylight the situation was highly
fluid but bad. One of the D Company platoons left there had been
killed or captured at Voxhil by enemy infiltrating from the sast and
southeast which area, by necessity, was almost wide open. The regil-
mental and battalion supply sections had been fighting a battle royal
betwesn bundle recovery forays most of the morning and were belng
threatened by increasing pressure. (17). 4ll "rear echelon" elements
of the regziment were told fo move north from the drop zone area 1if
necessary, but that help would be sent.

The lst Battalion was ordered to quit the town, abandon its first
objective and counterattack at once to recapture the drop zons (DZ)
before the scheduled glider lift csme in., (18)

At this tfme C Company and part of Battalion Headgquarters Company
were on the original objective, four miles by trail away from the drop
zone. The remainder of the battalion was in or on the way into the
town.

COUNTTRATTACK OF TEE DROP ZONE

Bringing A Company's two platoons with him and leaving the 5-3
to collect all others, Col. Werren returned to the first objective,

guickly oriented Cept. Schofield of C Compeny and to0ld him to counter-~

(18) A-11; (17) A-2; A-13; (18) A-2; A-7 and personal kiowledge; A4-9.
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march to the right rear (southeast), seize a designated area of de-
parture and be prepared to attack Drop Zone "T" on order. (See Map
3. Company C mads the two mile cross country mareh quickly snd found
that hill area unoccupied. Deploying his men defensively Capt.
Schofield waited for the battalion.

The remainder of the now exhasusted battalion (less a new group
of non-walking wounded who were left in the vicinity of the former C.
P.) hastily reorganized before marching to join C Company. The urgent
nesd for spced and the promise of new action breathed spirit into the
tired unit. Speed! Speed! To be late would be tragic for the
gliderists soon to come in.

A brief orizntation of Battalion staff and company commanders,
an even briefer order, and the battalion sterted out on magnetic azi-
muth for an objective 2500 yards away. The formstlion adopted “es B
and C Companies abreast, C Company on the right, followed at 200 yards
bv Headquarters Company followed at 200-300 yards by A Company. The
promise of action and the warm brighfness of the day magically dissi-
pated the fatigue of the previous thirty hours'almost continual mental
and physical strain.

To attack without eny supporting fires iritially was the only
possibtility because conflicting rsports only vaguely loéated the enemy
somewhere toward the drop zone. Tentative map positions for the
mortars wero picked however.

By this time the gliders were almost due. Despite gll time sav-
ing measures of battlefield leadership the battallon was‘still 2500 A
yards from an objective we were sure to fight over.

B and C Company commanders deployed their units and started
marching. ' Conferring briefly before entering the heavy woods they

pushed through the cedars, tore gaps in the heavy wire fence beyond,
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and fanned out into the clearing. No enemy yet! Ais they toppzd the
first rise in ground s blast of 20 mm and small arms fire from Voxhil
and Lagewald momentsrily halted them. (19). Prodded by the leaderst
shouts, small zroups of both companies started forward rspidly, each
bypsssing Voxhill and proceeding to the objective. The eneny dscd were.
not counted but about 16 flak =uns vere. (20; {3ze MNap &)

IMesnymile the resivoental cormender and battalion commander, pre=
ceded alishtly by the bsttalion ezecutive officer and a small command
aroup, all rathered on & s5lizh’ rise to observe the action. They, too,
received 20 rm: fire -hich wounded four of the seven men. (21). How~
ever, enouszh progress of acticn was observed from the prone position
to recommend deployment of A Company afound our left flank to exploit
the seeminzly assured success of B‘Company. As A Company rapdily moved
south toward Lagewald they observed enemy on a ridge to thelir left
(east) and double timed two squads off at right angles to clear up
that situation. (22) |

Jus% as the area was being cleared the gliders cut loose from the
tug planes over smoke marked Drop Zone "T* (DZ "T") and Landing Zone
{LZ "T"} to the southwest. It was a besutiful, movie-thriller sight to
watch some gliders wheel and come well into our area. Only a moment
later, with a sickened, frustrated feecling, we observed many others
circle to settle deep into enemy territory.

But B and C Companies hed not completed their jJobs. While at~
tempting to place C Company's support platoon, Capt. Schofield's at-
tention wes called to a group of Germans &t by-pessed Voxhll, now to
his rear. His slower moving 60 mm mortar squads, which had fallen
behind in the rapid s.cep and wop up, joined him about this time. Thesé
weapons were irmediately set up to fire back on the plalnly visible
(19) A-10; A-11; (20) 4-2; (21) Eye-witness, self; (22) A-12 and eye-
witness, self.
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machine gun crews preparing to open fire. Quickly ranging 1n on the
target area 200-300 yards away the mortar-men knocked out one enemy

crew. The C Company platoon charged back to the farm buildings jolnaed

by Capt. Millsaps with elements of B Company. (23). After surround-
ing the scattered farm bulldings with thelr smell force, the two com-
pany commanders started investizating. One of our own aid men came

out of a building. He steted that several of our casuaslties (some jump
injuries left there the previous day probably in addition to some
wounded from D Compahy) were inside and that some Germans in the cellar
refused to come out. Somehow our men were brought out aslong with one
or two English spesking Germans. (24). #hen the Germans reriaining
inside azain refused to come out Capt. Millsaps heaved & Gammon gresnade
against the wall of one building. Falling é=bris and the concussion
knocked him flat but unhurt to the ground. About ten Germans came run-
ning out slmost trampling him in their haste. It wes & geme nowl
Several other parétroopers splattered the buildings with Gemmons and
the Germans poured out.

Two officers and asbout seventy men were captured in this ares,.(25)
All told, during the afternoon the battelion killed sbout 50 enemy end
captured 149. our losses were emszingly light. About five killed and
ten wounded is probably & high estimste .(26)., and nearly half of the
wounded were 1dly watching the front line compaenies attacking!

During this action the bettalion command=zr and the bettesllion ex-
ecutiverwerc trying to reorganize the battalion along the crest of
ground rurning north 1200 yards, and south 1000 yards through Voxhil.
The cdmpanies were brought back to these positions, a C.P. set up in
a draw 800 yards west of Voxhll and outposts were established by dark.

Contact was mede on the right flank with 505 Parachute Infantry by &

(23) 4=10; &=11; (24) A-11; (25} A-10; (=26) a-2.
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patrol to Kemp but the left snd left rear were open. (Sce Map 3)
{27)

SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS ~ D42 (19 SEPTEMBER)

During the night of the 18th or early morning of the 19th a

platoon of B Company was sent to establish a road block in Tyler.

They were able to establish a defensive line about 200-300 yards short
of there, facing the village. (See Map 4). A pletoon of Company D
307 Engineers attached the previous afternoon was put in position
nesr A Company. (See Map 4)

About 120C hours three fighter planes strafed the front lines
pléinly merked by our sand-ringed foxholes., No casualties were re-
ceived by this first strafing (28) but the foxholes irmediamtely there=
after were sunk so'deep that & firing step had to be added to many
of them and several double positions had to be ebandoned in favor of
single ones connected by & "talking®" trench.

About 1600 hours Lt. Foley's A Company platoons with & platoon
of & Company (3rd Battalion) and four light machine gun crews, all
attached, were sent to recapture hill 75.9 (known as Teufels Berg or
Devil's Hill)} from which the G Cowpany platoon had been driven earli-
er. (29). Dropping off one of its own platoons in an intermediate
position as orderzd A Company arrived nesr the crést of that hill
without detection. (See Map 4). Two bazooka tesms followed a trail
to the northwest gide to establish the end of a base of fire. (30)

Lt. Epps set up his light machine guns to fire across the wooded hill

crest. The bazooka teams wers suddénly ambushed but the light mach- :
ine guns firing at maximum rate sprayed the area. when their fire
was stopped the platoons, now abreast, yelled and shot their way a-

cross the hill. This marching fire -- some light machine gun Crews

(27) 4-2; (28) Personal belief; (29) A-2; A-12; (30} A=-182; A-l4,
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even fired from the hip =-- chased the Germans right out of their de=-
fenses. (31). They fled in all directions. Immediately 4 Company --
as we called fhis composite force -~ szt up a tizht perimeter defense
®hich +<as to be its precarious hill top home for the next five dsys.
At this time our cesuslties numbered ashout ten, mostly killed. The
uneounted eneny dead littered the wooded slopes,

Jhile A Comnany was making its wild attack, B Gom?any and one
platoon of C Cownpany were in action around L:zgewald-'/vler. The bat-
talion commander in order to devote his entire attention to A Company's
irminent action had hurriedly outlined to the bettelion exscutive and
commnander of Company B a plan which was to be put into effect at once.
Lesving one platoon on the main line of resistance, Capt. Millsaps
was to take one other platoon and move to the platoon now at the Lage~
wald area. Nith these two platoons plus the battalion's two recently
attached 57 mm A-T guns he was to capture #Wyler and set up a rosad
block there, thus praventing any road novement to or from Cleve. This
plan involved the relief of the B Company platoon from the Voxhil area
moving it to Lagewald and having it assume the responsibility of that
first roadblock which, almost tragically, wes not established shere
1t had been reported. The battallon exscutive was 1o investigate the
situetion, coordinate the change over, see that the roedblocks were
established and report bsck to the battalion commander when the de-
fenses were 1in place.

Truly characteristic of every action during this always-fluid,
ever-changing airborne phase, little was known of the enemy's exact
locations or strength, but shrewd guessing about vital areas, and
sudden, lashing attacks-at those areas kept him knocked back for a

short time at lesst.

(31) A~2; A-12; A-14.
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In this instance when the swap was about 80% completed darkness

was espproaching rapidly. Nobody desired anotner night attack in a
strange villege. Accordingly B Company was given the go signal with
what forces were ready. Smell arms fire broke out. 4 barn began
burning. Seemingly the Germans were unprepared and surprised. This
force offaered some slight resistance, th;n broke and ran. The road-
block was establisﬁ%d, defenses around the north end of town were
set up, and in the eeris stillness, low-toned plans .cre made to
search the houses at daylizht. (32). . brief report by SCR 300 radio
was made to the battelion commander. The executive officer returned
to the C Covpany platoon, told them of B Company's plan and about
2100 hours happily reached comparative safety of the 3attalion C.F.
2arlisr that nisht I.t. felley's supnly zroup, and Pfc. Jeinerth,
a very cspable and seemingly fearless wireman, spent the entire night
and early worning trying to get supplies and a lizht wire line up to
"pedoubt Foley" on Teufals Berz. (33)

D$3 (SEPTEMBER 20}

At daylight on the 20th the battalion wes stretched 1ts greatest
length. Quite early A Company rsceived mortar fire and & fairly
strong attsck, during the middle of which i Company was called on to
surrender. ECurtly breaking off negotiations by ordering a burst of
"Tommy Gun® fire for the peace emmissary, Lt. Foley made his inten=-
tions clear. The enemy intentions were equally clea:j 4 terrific
mortar barragze dropped into the area shortly aftervard. (24)

Luckily the situation had been appreciated by the battalion com~
mander. Part of C Company had been pulled out of the main line to
raid the Teufels Berg area. (Sée Wap 5). They had a highly success-
ful morning sweeping the area first northwest of the hill peak for

200 yards then back, turning over to Lt. EKelley, who had accompanied

(32) A-11 and eyewitness, self; (33) 4-2; 4-12; A-13; (34) A-2; a-l2.
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them, the prisoners and walking wounded for immediaste evacustion to
the Battalion C.P. (35)

C Company row arove southeast down almost the entire Jyler Berg
ridge toward Wyler before being hastily recalled to the battalion
area to reoccupy thelr nositions in expectation that B dompany would
be driven out of Wyler., (36)

Algcéfi‘gt daylight on this day B Company had silently initiated its
ection in Wyler by searchinz the nearest housas. There they captufed
about four recently'converted civilians, judging by the plles of
uniforms nearby. However, all prisoneré were sent back safely under
guard to the Battalion C.P. (37)

About 0800 hours the roadblock garrison knocked out one truck=-
load of enemy but & motorcyclist got away to give warning. After s
short 1lull an infentry attack developed from the southeast and south.
A mist limited observation to about 800 vards. Capt. Millsaps ad-
Justed artillery fire using such unorthodox terms ass "traverse rightt--
but got the shells in and broke up this first attack,

Snipers had crept into the village. TUnder cover of the smoking
buildings the Germens bullt up an estimated three company strength
attack moving in principally from the open ground to the east. 4igein
Capt. Millsaps brought the accurate supporting artillery closer and
closer to his own lines. TFinally he reglized his position would soon
be overrun. (38). He received psrmission to fall back onto the G

rmission
Company position. (The battalion commander at leszst granted this and
T beliave it.was discussed with the regimental comrander who agein was
present at the Battalion C.P. vislitinz and listening in on the radio
reports.) By long rushes across the open zround all units except oﬁe
sguad of B Company ere able to fell back to this roadblock position
300 yards wast of Jylef.
(35) A-10; i-12; 4-13; (36) A~10; (37) 4-11; (38) A-11 &nd personal

knowledge
18.




To bolster the desperate B Company siltuation a platoon of Brit-
ish tanks had been sent to the battslion, carefully briefed by Lt.
Col. #Jarren, and moved to position in rear of B Company's new posi-
tion for overhead, direct fire into the .yler spproaches. Radio con--
tect could be made only by SCR 300 at B Company back to the Battalion
C.P. "300" and then releyed forward to another "300" (from the bat=-
talion) mounted outside of one tank. (39). The tanks mansuversd
into position end fired all weapons as rspidly as they could.

One, probably only one, tank for some reason was off the intended
targets. (40}. In one sector 3 Company was being ripped apart! The
Company radic operstor screasmed for tne fire to be lifted. GQuickly |
the word was relayved but not guickly enough. Desperately Capt. Mill-
saps grabbed a shest in a nearby house and, waving it, ran straight
toward the tanks. (41). _.imazingly enouszh he wasn't killed. ©Possibly
the "cease firing" via redio was effective as he started running.

Ilost of the tank fire had been very effectivg and another try was
to be made from a different position after reorientation by the bat-
talion commanding officer. This time the fire was even rougher on B
Company but was stopped more cuickly. International relations with-
Stood a severe strain. The tanks were withdrawn from the battalion
area. B Company was told to hold until further orders. No daylight
move was now feasible. ‘then pressure was again put on battered B
Company (and its C Compeny platoon) permission was granted for its
withdrawal.

Under cover of darkness this exodus began. The rear of the slow.
moving column caught more artillery fire and casualties as it lebor=-
iously approached the battalion outpost. Limping, hobbling, carried
on ladders and doorframes the wounded were a pitiful sight. (42)

The wonder of it all was that they could still whisper jokes of easy
(39) Personsl knowledge; (40) A-11; (41) Radio operator to battalion
executive at time of incident; (425 Eyewitnaess, self.
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Purple Hearts and tell of "liberated" Wyler chickens safely stuffed
into field bags for cooking whehever a break in fighting might come.

Arrangenients had been made td pass the column through the outposts
and onté thelr 0ld defensive positions north of Vozhil. Finslly all
wounded unable to occupy efficiently a place Qlong the méin line were
evacuatéd. ~Apparently, the Germans soon became aware of the gap now
existing between the lines but their creeping artillery barrage stopped
short of the main defensive line. The remainder of the chilly night
passed uneventfully. )

Later we learned the day attgcks were part of & coordinated Divi-

sion attack intended to cut the Grave~Nijmegen road. (43)

D44 (SEPTIMBER 21)

A heavy fog on the morning of the 21st hung over the entire area.
A Company was jolned by its platoon led by Lt. Havens just in time to
help repel the strongest attack of any the company ever received. Near-
by the engineer platoon was almost knocked ouf of its position and
needed help badly. Part or 21l of C Company,which by this time had
well earned the nickname of ™faneuvering C", went up to clear out the
danger area there but not, I believe, before it had also bean on the
recelving end of a sﬁdden stronzg atteck in the Voxhil area.

Under cover of the very heavy fog the Germens had continued their
large scale attacks of the previous day. Their advance elemants in our
sector loomed out of the mist almost on top of our line of defense be-
fore being discovered. Small arms fire was Immediately commenced and
artillery soon celled for, but the only thing that prevented a break;
through in strength, I believe, was the superb shooting by the 81 mm
mortar platoon.

Lt. Stoeckert, the platoon leader, had consolidated his two sec-

(43) a=1.
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tions and now had the ﬁortars firing in battery from position near

the C.P. (See ¥ap 6). His observation post {OP) had.been egtablished
near the junction of B and C Companies and salvaged assault wire
pieced together to give him wire communication. He personally was
conversationally fighting yesterday's struggles with Lt. Hoffman of

B Compény shen he identifiad the advancing Gersuans. 4 dream target
presented itself and almost instently the 8l's sturted dropping right
in place. TFinally the atteck seemed stopnred but all amm;nition sup-
pliczs were low. During the day one well located light machine gun
used up 20 boxes of armunition in stopping the attack. (44). The
mortarmen were sctually told to save 20 rounds, cease firing, and get
their individual arus ready. Dsfinite plans were outlined to use them
‘as a counterattacking force. (45). Houwsver, the impetus of the attack
had died and the front line companies during the remainder of the day
gradually clecrsd the area of all but a few (Germans who apparzntly had
infiltreted throush our area.

‘hen C Companv did fo up to help the nzineers, the situation
there wzs ebout the worst they, too, hsd encountered. I belleve that
this time C Corpany took up positions midway betwuzen Teufels Berg end
i'yler. In skillfully meneuvering to this position C Company encircled
a group of careless Germans and killed 25. {46) & few got away. No
prisbners. By this time the constant close struggle was telling on
nerves and tempers. I doubt that many prisoners would have bzen tsaken
by 2ither side.

Jouwever, the late afternocon marked the ebb of sctivity. ¢ Com-
pany could be moved to ‘yler Rerg Pidge indirectly assisting both o
Corpanv and tine engsineers beceuse of szradusl build up of British troops
to the west and northern séctors gllo=cd our 2nd Dattalion to take

ovar most of the Voxiil aroca.

(44} ..=14; (£25) Pzrsongl knouled: c; (70 =10,
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D¢5 - (SEPTEMBER 22)

G tiie 2a2nd Sapisin adaie, Lt. Lo, snd the remnants of a Com-
pany's lsf platoon rejaiiei_the L;ttalion. Cuestioning LSrousht out
the Taets that they had bscome cut »ff in Wijmepen on the 17th. Helped
greatly now and then by civilianes they .orked their way touwsrd the
hisghway bridse -- the last battalion objective they knew about. after
a day or two of evacuating one burning, shelled building after another
thevy had joined forces with some British "tankers" tryins also to
reach the southern edge of the bridge. This slow, steedy advance
finglly brought thew to the bridze area. (I believe theﬁ reported
leaving the British as they crossed the captured bridge.) Prior to
~this they had done what may have been the most importsnt job of all.
Their mission on the 17th had been, in‘part, to contact certain under-
ground personnel at aigiven address. Eventually é building said to
control the d@emolitions for the great highway bridge waé polnted ouF
to them. They wrecked the place. (47). Probably nobody knows for a
certainty the truth or the effect of this action but two facts were
revezaled later:

1. The bridze wzs prepared for d2molition.

2., It was not blown &nd after its capture the Germans unsuccess-
Tully tried even floating submarine charzes to Hlow the supports.

2ut now A Company was tousther acain and strong ensugh at Teufels
Berz to =stay there.

Oon the 22nd the lengzth of the vler Berg Ridse was attscked but
with G Compsny at the southwestern tip the hattalibn arza wss well
sacured. The new disposition with thz bulk of the battalion facinmg
norfheast to southeast made fhe Battalion C.P. off center. 4according-

1y the 1500 yerd northward displacement to Holthurnsche Hof was made

(47) Verbal reports to battelion executive and A-2.
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by the command group. The mortars were emplaced and a British ertil-
lery liaison tenk joined us. & vegestable garden and apple orchard wers
found. Severcl German motorcycles and two small staff cars were re-
trieﬁeé below Teufels Berg. hat nore did we need?

Little of Importance happened on the 23rd except that the food
situation improved and the replenished smmunition supply satisfied even
the eazer mortar platoon. 7

During the afternoon of the 24th the 1st Battalion 504 Psrachute
Infantry relieved us. 4 couple of days later when we again toock up
positions thz slower, more normal type actions, the grestly improved
stetus of supply, the definite knowledge of the strength and status of
personnel, and the arrival of our kitchen truck with two &ays issue of
American coffee —- gll these changes, clearly indicated the ezieodiiiihe
airborne phase of action had ended for the battalion.

ANATLYSIS AND CRITICISM

At the time thls operation was launched enemy opposition had
stiffened considerasbly and the bulk of the German forces except those
on the Dutch coast has been able to fall back to the viecinity of their
fortifled positions, loosely called the Siegfried Line. However, 1t
was believed a good chance still existed to defeat Germanj quickly be=
fore she could recover from her summer defeats in Francs.

It was expected that airborne force losses would run %o 33% (48)
in the air but that once they were on the ground resistance would be
light. (49). Greatly aidqd by superb eir activity the losses in the
alr were about 3-4%. (50). On the ground the story was different and
"if the success looked casy it was only because of the skill wi th which
the operations were sxecuted". (51}

The missions assigned the various sirborne units were ambitiously
(48) A-5 and verbal statement to (-3, ' 82nd Airborne Division; (49) A=-4;
(50) A-3; A~5; (51) a-8.
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planned and daringly put into action. For the first end only time in
World War II d4id large American airborne forces have'a fair chance to
prove themselves as units under two conditions:

1, A drop with ressonable tascticsl unity, in strength, on the
selected areas, snd agalnst slight ground Opposition prior to unit
assembly.

2. A subsequent ﬁeeting and overcoming of continued strong enemy
resistance over a period of several days (for us, six) while intermit-
tently -- if not completely -~ separated from friendly forces.

If the first condition is not fulfilled the missions obviously
cannot be properly performed and the smaller groups must engage 1in &
struggle for su}vival. If the second is not met, I 5elieve that the
timing of the operstion was not correct, that much of the potentiel
value of airborne troops is_wasted.

An analysis of the lst Battalion's actions shows that it early en-
.couﬁtered the thfee main problems likely to confront alrborne troops:

1. The missions assigned become increasingly difficult es the
enemy recovers from his initial surprise. |

2. The job of holding off enemy reserves may interfere with the
accomplishment of a mission.

3. The necessity for continusl protection of the drop zone or
landing zone must be considered if therc is to be any build up of
forces by air. (52)

This battclion's missions were sometinmes too much for any unit
sevaral times its size but such essigmments naturally occur many times
during the airborne phase of an operztion. If the full capabilities
of the battalion are exploited nothing more éan be asked.

For the first Tour days there were but few lulls during which at

(52) a-16.

24.



least a platoon somewhere wasn't sctively engaged with the enemy.
Only one full battalion stfength atteack was made, though perhaps a
dozen compény or platoon strength attacks wers mads in accomplishing
missions ascicned the battzlion.

ﬁ*%- During these operations the rocognized.pfoceduré of troop leading
“as followed c¢losely. Often only & map roconnaissance was possible be-
cause of tirie and space elements or asnemy asetivity. Supporting fires,
in en attack, werz not available usually, except those furnished by 60
mr: nortars and light machine guns. These Were generally well enployed.

c;k:EEthusiasm, speed, and confident aggressivensess were always displayed

by the troops except briefly by sane elements on the océasion of that.
confused first night of streef Tighting.
The type defenée during'the girborne phase was of a screening and
 cOunterattack nature. That meant for us that shatever unit was not
actively ensga-ed on the line left a skeleton force in place and the
composite unit thus orsenized furnished usss for a counterattacking
forece. The only formally desisnated roserve possible was the C.P. par-
sonnel, supply section, and mortsr section, most of whdm, of courée,
had primary duties except for last minute desperation measures.( %rom
| a battalion viewpoint during this airborne phase only two of the seven
recognized principles of defense were strictly upheld. These werse
"dafense of key terrain® and "flexibility". In some sectors terrain,
distance, and gvailable means allowed "éoordinated fire plans”, "co-
ordinated antitank defenses", anéd local ™mutual support™. It could not
be said, however, that the battalion often had "orsanization in depth™
or "all around defense™. “
Y believe thélleadership gualities and tactics employed by the
battalion comménder undér the Cifcumstances we met here almost fault-

less. True, the unit definitely lacked considerable practical know-
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ledge of fighting in cities, of working with taznks and, initially, of
formard observer methods of artillery adjustmen%.

A8 for the specialiZed airborne aspects of small unit briefing,
loading of plenes, jumping technigue, and assembly methoeds wé ware De=
yond reesonable criticlsm.

Alr resupply was sporadic. . Communication facillties and ammuni-
tion sup»ly .ere alsays barely sufficisnt to meest the irmediate mini-
murm needs but at no time were we completely without either. e sal-
vaged sonne resupply bundles ourselves but gensrally the supplies, drop-
ped on distant fields, were doled out throush rezimental channels..
Luclkily our watef sunply -- a feruasr's well -- wes zupie vutl food was .
‘scarce. Indeed, it s=zecned we hérdly had time to prepare food anyway
for several deys. 4t least 85% of what we did have consisted of K,
rztions "iumped" on the individual or items picked up in farmhouses
and towns.

‘%ﬁ 2t all times the Regimental Commander, Battalion Commander, and
Company Commanders strongly controlled the subordinate unitstaction by
brief but freguent personal visits to the most Cforward positions except
af Teufels Borg and Jyler. Dven at those places Gampany Corrienders
and battelion staff members, with specific instructions and more free
-tiwe to sneek into these isolated.positions, carrisd out the same funcC-
tion., Radio messages in the clesar were zenerslly resorted to after
D¥1l.

Detailed records of losses, prisoners, captured, etc. for this
period slone are not availaeble but it is believed that cesualties in
ratio of killed was verv nearly five for ore, The ratio of captured
to ™uilssing in action®™ wes approximately sixz to one. (53}

Tvacuatlion of prisoners wes always throusgh batlelion to regiment.

(63) 4A=2.
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Evacuatibn of sur own casualties was to the nearby Battalion 4id
Station, where the lsss seriously wounded remained, and then to the
regimental .:id Station which in this operation, I'believe ﬁas consoli-
dated with the Divislion Medical Company.

A detziled analysis of this battalion's action would nacessarily . .

involve a study of the corresponding action of the other two battalions
in the regiment as well as that of the three in esach of the othsr para-
chute regiments. This point was strongly brouzht out within our first
twenty-four hours of action. The battalion was suddenly given the
mission of seizing the main Division Objective, the Wi jmegen highway
bridge. Unexpectedly strong resistance was met at two points and the
battalion's progress in any strength wes halted during the night.
Early next morning it seemed we had regained the initiative. Seventy-
five percent of the battalion's strength was prepsring to resume the
attack when the mission was temporarily abandoned by the Division
Commender. Ve did not know then that "all available men ware organized
into two counterattécking forcaes.,.t0 clear the landing'zonas,..and
the frontiear along the Reichawald TForest™. (54). To us at first it
seemed thet we were like the football player sent in to take the ball
away from the opposing team and then make a series of touchdowns. The
abrupt change in orders Indicated little more than a culck "benching"
for failing to do that. Tor most of/the bsttallion it was only when we
actually attacked the lasnding zone area and sav the gliders take ad-
vantage of the changed plans that we realized everyvone else-was in the
pame too. Yot until D43 was the Division Commander able to zather
sufficient foree to seizs the bridoe. (55)

ganwhile in the Voxhil-Teufels Berg area the lst Zattalion was

Tizhting a veriety of Geruzan troops. It is true that the reflection

(54) a=7; (55) 4-7.



of good traininsz habits, speed, o2sprit, and sdequate individual wea-
pons made our esrly attacks against the Germans seem easy. Their piece-
meal counterattacks, hovwever, were made promptly and usually c¢ourageous-
ly. About D¥2 we first met deternined resistance from (Germen para-
troopers. Thereafter they were our principal enhemy until the end of
this phase. It was a real satisfaction to meet and better them with

our numerically inferior fqrcesw Too much praise cannot be giveﬁ groups
of enemy varastroopers who repeatedly charged our Teufels Berg defenses.

The 508 Parachute Infantry accomplished all primary missions and
failed in only one secondary or subseguent mission assizned 1t,  sas
mentioned asbove that mission wes changed befors more than company size
attacis could be launched in view of priority ¢ommitrisnta.

By its aection the lst {"Fir:ball™) Battslion clearly earnad a full
share of the pralse bestowed on the 82nd airborne Division about this
_time bv General Dempsey, commanding the 3ritish 2nd Army, when he des-
cribed it as "the greatest division in the w»orld today”. (56)

LESSONS LEARNED

The doctrine for employment of alrborne troops had been outlined
in Treining Circular 113 of 1943 based on thé sxperiesnces gained during
airborne operations through the invasion of Sicily. Only theoretically
until this oper=stion was that doctrine fully proven sound in almost
every detail. e in the battalions confirmed almost in -entirety the
correctness of the training progrem, outlined even earliér, for coumpany
.size parschute units.

On 2 battzlion level we learned e could efficlently carry out any

paert of the specislized sirborne technique of planning, briefing, load-
ing of egquipment, jumping, unit assembly, and initiation of action. Ve }
also learned we could march with heavy loads, withstand long periods
of physical and mental exertion with little sleep or food, gnd effi-

(56) A-5, p. 67. _
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ciently use our individugl weapons. o emphasized in our own minds
that individuel worsle was importsnt, that unit esprit-de-corps was of
supreme Importance in a unit of this type, 2nd that the "you-volun-
teered~-for-this-~and-now-you-belong" category of our troops made them
second to none anywhere, But those things we had suspected, even ex-
perienced to some degree tefore.

This operation opened our eyes to more prosalc matters:

1. }ggigticalﬂraquirements of ammunition particularly demand a

steady resupply if the unit is to survive and function.
wué; ‘Tiﬁe and space factors must seriously enter even a "Geronimo!
Run for itl" plan of action.

- 3. .The battalion command group must function efficiently 24 hours
a day. On.this level a cold, impersonasl attitude in planning and op-
erating must balance the overoptimistic enthusiasm which will and
should exist in the subordinate units.

4. Leaders to include Platoon Sergeants should bes capable of ad-
justing mortar and artillery fire.

5.. Alrborne troops may be gulckly committed to anj type of action
und:r a varisty of conditions. Thersfore, a rzalistic snd yaryingl
training progrsm must be carrisd out when troops are not actually com-
rmitted in combat.

6. This training should emphasize certain characteristics of an
girborne operation:

A, Papid initiation of combat immediately‘upon landing.
B. Retention of the initiative by all individuals and units
from the moment of lending until the objective is seized or the

‘mission accomplished.

C. Recognitidn of 1solation as a normal battlefield condition,

D. Readiness of all units to attack or defend in any di-
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rection at any tiwe.

E. Improvisation of weapons and means, and the use of enemy
weapons and défensive works to our own advantags.
F. ZExtending intervals and distences in the defense :ith a

"sereening and counterattack type of defense". (57, & through F)

G. Reliance to & generous degres on uncommitted neighboring
units for "desperation™ help.

On a highef level a grezt many lessons were lesrned ghout unifi-
cation of troop.carrier and airborne forces, the valué of supporting
gircraft, the strstesie commitment of large size airborne units, the
surprising lensgth of tine isolated airborne units can fight if resup-
plied, the ef?ect of weather, and, when feasitle, the value of day~-
light operations. all of these lessons, of course, were learned by the
expericnce of just such battsllons es this one in the invesion of
Zolland at Eindﬁoven, ¥ijmegen, and arnhem. Though the overzll advance
of the British ground Torcas was a féilure the ‘merican airborne forces
ware highly suecessful as they "fought their hearts out-in the Dutch

censl country and whipped hell out of the Germens”. (58)

(57) a~=7; (58) w=5, n. Z71.



