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THE OPEZRATIONS OF THE 2ND BATTALION, 101ST INFANTRY
(26TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK
WOYENVIC, FRANCE, 8-10 RNOVEVMBER 1944

(RATNELAND CAMPATGN)
(Personal Experience of a Battalion Operations Officer)

INTRODUCTION

Thisimonégraph covers the operstions of the an Batta-
lion, lOlét Infantry, 26th Division, in the attack on Moyenvic,
France, on the initiation of the Third Army‘s'fall offensive,
8-10 November 1944. S

The XII Corps of the Third Army, spearheaded by the 4th
Armored Division, had in mid-September of 1944, taken bridge-
heads across the woselle River east of Nancy, France. (1)

{See izp A) Low in supplies, as was the whole Army, they
adopted a defensive attitude, and waited for the build-up of
supplies that would enabie them to go on the offensive. Ex-
cept for vigorous patrolling and straightening of the line,

the lull lasted for nearly two months uuntil 8 November 1944
when the attack across Lorraine jumped off. (2) In this rela-
tively gquiet sector on 7 October, elements of the 26th Infantry
Division, with which we shall be concerned, relieved elements
of the 4Lth Armored Division, and were committed to their first
enemy contact. (3)

Like a dozen or more of its sister National Guard Divisions,
the 26th {Yankee) Division had peen called into the Federal ser-
vice early in 1941. (4) lore fortunate thﬁn most, however, it
had heen constituted as a Division during its petween-wars
Guard service, with an active Division headguarters, and more
importent, with its component parts located wholly within the

(1) A-1, p. 210; (2) 4-1, p. 228,242; (3) 4-2, p. 7; (&)
A-2, p. 2.



Jurisdiction and geogrephical limits of the state of Maséa-
chusetts. These circumstances engendered within the Division
the habit of working as & divisionsl unit, sud permitted the
assembly of the entire Division during the annual training
perlods, a privilege thet was denied most of the other National
Guard divisions. Once in Federsal service, it took its training,
went throuzh Carclina maneuvers, and in early December 194l
arrived back at its home station for the winter. (5) A year
of coastal patrol duty dispersed along the east coast from
New Englend to Florida, triengulerization, reassembly for
training, Tennessee maneuvers, and more training, fitted them
for shipment overseas. Staging in the hedgerows, and service
on the Red Ball express, completed their combat preparation.
The infantry battalions at this time contained about ten per
cent of their National Guard enlisted men, but these men were
in responsible jobs in their éompanies. They were experienced
non-coms. The remasining enlisted men had come from seléctive
service, the only group which shall otherwise be identified
being a group of perhaps five per cent who had come to the
battalions in February 1944, when the Army Student Trainiag
Program had been dissolved. These last were high quality po-
tential leaders. (6) |
We shall focus our attention on one of these infantry
elements, the 2nd Battalion, 10lst Infantry Regiment, commanded
for this operation, by Lieutenant Colonel Bernard A. Lyons. (7)
The sector assigned to 26th Division was the right (southf

sector of XIT Corps, Third Army, and Twelfth Army Group. (8)

) 4A-2, p. 2; (6) Personal knowledge; (7) Personal knowledgs;
) A-2, p.



(See iiap B) The 2nd Cavalry Group, a XIT Corps unit, had been
attached to the division, and was being employed in securing
the nortion of the line between the right infantry regiment,
ana elements of Seventh Army to the south of the iMarne-Rhine
canal, the Army boundary. (9) (See ap B)

The sector intc which the 2nd Bettalion was initially
committed on 7 October, lay generally along the crest and
forward slope of the high ground forming the 1lseft (eégt) limit
of the Seille River valley in that area. Tie entire line in
the Division sector lay generally along this gentle ridge which
- the previous troops holdinz the gfound had.selected as the
most easily defensible 1iné.” The enemy held the hills across
the Seille River, two to three kilometers to the front. ZEXcept
for aggressive patrols probing the front lines, artillery fire
falling with diminishing volume on the position, and deserters
coning into thé lines at night to turn in their "Surrender
Tickets" and give up, the enemy did not give our troops much
concern, during the first four weecks they were in the line.
{19) (See Map C)

Late in October it became apparent that the offensive
was to be resumed. The battalion commander was called to regi-
mental headéuarters, unaccompanied by any of the staff, for i
conferences with the regimental commander. Security measures
for safeguarding the discussion of the plan were redoubled.

October passed into November. '(ll)

(9) A4-1, p. 228; (10) Personal knowledge; (11) Personal
Knowledge. :



DIVISION AND REGIMENTAL PLANS

The plan of the division,‘which was employing ali three
infantry regiments on the line, was to make a limited objective
attack with the right regiment, while the center and left.regi-
ments were to strike at Moyenvie and Vie-sur-Seille écross the_
valley, meking penetrations at those points. American air
attacks on the dam at Dieuze had breached it, flooding the
Seille River, and leading the enemy to expect an attack in
that area. (12) (See Map B) /

- The pkehlEﬁ‘of the 10lst infantry Regiment was to make
the penetration at woyenvie. The initial objective waé the
high ground, hill 310, rising nearly 110 meters above the
Seille Kiver and lying two kilometers ﬁortheast of Moyenvic. (13)
That town, the intermediate objective, lay two kilometers in
front of the forwér&most positions of the regiment. The va;ley
was open farm lend and pasture. On the friendly side, observa-
tion over the entire valley was excellent from most places on
the high ground behind our front lines. The enemy had équally
good observation on our front-line positions from hill 310.
Fielﬁs of fire for both sides were long and unobstructed. There
Qas no concealment in the valley but the precisely aligned trees
along the main roads, the carefully kept orchards and vineyards,
and what shoft grass still covered the pastures. Except for
occasional drainage ditches, culverts, and roadbanks, there was
scant cover.--A Tew fences and the Seille Rivef were the only
obstacles before the objective. A main highway led directly

through Moyenvie, across the river, and on past the foot of the

(12) a-2, p. 6-7; {(13) &-11.
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nill. (14) (See ilap C)

Faced by such dominating enemy observation, the rezimental
commander decided to employ his battalions in column to provide
the depth and power to his attack necessary to take Moyenvie,
and to push on to hill 310 to the northeast. The 2nd Battalion
would lead the attack, supported by the fires of the 3rd Batta-
lion who would follow up on regimental order. The lst Battalion
from their position on the line, would wake a limited objective
attack south of Xanrey as a féint, then withdfaw, cross the
river at loyenviec, and follow up“ﬁhe 3ré Battalion. The axis
of the attack was to be the road leading into town from the
southeast. As a secondary mission, the regiment had been given
the responsibility for the flank protection of 26th Division,
XIT Corps, Third Army. (15)

When he hed developed his own plan sufficiently, the regi-
mental commander indicated to his battalion commanders the pro-
ﬁosed scheme of maneuver. The 2nd Battalion, which hed been
selected to spearhead the attack, was then in regimental reserve.
It was ordered to take over that part of the line from which
the attack was to be launched.‘ On 2 November, they effected

the relief, and began their preparations for the operation. (16)

THE BATTALION STTUATION

The battalion was fsmiliar with the ground. With minor
ad justments on the flanks, it was the same line which they had
held a month before when they had first come into the line.
(See iiap C) It extended along the forward edge of the Forst
de Bezange la Grande (17), north of-the crossroads known as

(14) Personal knowledge; (15) A-1l; (16} A-4, p. 5; (17)
Foret de Bezange la Grande. L , C o



Five Poinﬁs, forward along the western side of the winding
road leading down the hill toward #oyenvic, to the road fork
at the foot of the hill, where the road straightened into
town. This was the forwardmost point of the line. From this
salient, the line fell back up the hill to the Bois de Piamont
{18), passing along its Torward edge, and tylng in at its east
end with the adjacent battalion. The sactual length of this
line was in excess of 3,000 meters. It was held with two
rifle companies on the line, E Company on the right, commanded
for this operation by Captein Edward C. Dando, and F Company
on the left commanded by Captain Edwerd S. Gizinski. G Company
in reserve, was commanded by Captain Arthur S. Cosgrove. The
line was not at any place-in close contact with the enemy.
From their foxholes in the daytime, the men could look out
across the valley at elther Vic-sur-Seille or Moyeavic and see
the enemy troops moving about in those towns. On our own side,
too much carelessness in moving about the position_was certain
to bring on a few rounds of direct fire artillery, invariably
alluded to as 88, Normal communications to the companies was
by wire. The battalion command post was located in an under-
ground concrete troop bunker, in the Foret de Bezange la Grande,
within fifty meters of the boundary between France and Lorraine.
{(19) (See uap C)

-When the battalion took over the position on 2 November,
the first measure to be taken in preparation was reconnaissance.
Leaders were familiarized with as much of the éeneral plan as

the battalion commander could disclose. It was known thet an

(18) Woods of Piamont; (19) Personal knowledge.
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offensive was brewing, that the battalion would lead the
attack, and that HMoyenvic and beyond would be the first
objective. All staff officers ang company commandiers were

to study the ground to their front by 6bservation in daylight,
and by personnel reconnaissance in the front lines at night.
Al)l troops were to familiarize themselves with the ground in
front of them,as‘they observed from their foxholes in the
daytime. The battalion commander reguested and was granted
an alr reconnaissance flight over the target area. He re-
turned with a graphic picture of the terfain, 2 new respect
far Division Artillery liaison pilots and German anti-aircraft
fire, and a pale look. The companies were Trotated on the iiue

to give the most mumber of men a chance to study the ground

before Moyenvic. Patrols were sent out nightly to verify
suspected enemy locations in the battalion's front yeard, and
enemy patrols on occasion, were driven off ffom our lines.
The town of Moyenvic was found to be, strongly held, both from
pris&ner of war interrogétion, and from observation of enemy
action there. (20) Units té the ffont were elements of the
36lst Volks Grenadier Division. (21)

The weather during the previous month had been damp &and
rainy, but not excessively so. The troops had been eqguipped
with overshoes, as the great bulk of them spent their daylight

hours in foxholes where they got little exercise, and where

they needed the warmth and dryness that the overshoes provided.

(20) Personal knowledge; (21) A-8, p. G-2 XCII



The temperature had been above freezing throughout this
period. (Z22)

Except for a limited number of men who had been on
patrols, this battalion hed not yet participated in any
offensive action. A month after going into the line they
still presented almost the same rosters as.the men who had
stepped off tie boat. There had been no problem of training

replacements. (23}

THE BATTALION PLAN

The problem of the battalion commander, was sirilar to
that of the regimental commander. His initial objective,
the town of Moyenvic, lay twelve hundred meﬁefs in front of
his Torward positions across an open valley. There was small
opportunity to employ cover and conceslment on this groﬁnd in
~daylight. The next adjacent unit in the left, the lst Battalion,
104th Infantry, was mekKing its attack on the town of Vic-sur-
Seille, on a route that brought it no nearer then 1000 meters
to 2nd Battelion troops. (24) On the right, no other elements
were td attack across the valley, but the lst Battaiion, 10lst
Infantry, as mentioned above, was to make a limited objJective
attack as a feint,'then to withdraw and pass over the Seille
River in the bridgehead created by the znd Battalion. The
flanks of the battalion would be open.

In meking his estimate, the battalion comnander considered

that the use of a conventional sttack formation of two com-

(22) Personsl knowledge:; (23) Personal knowlsdge;
{(24) A-12, p. 60
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panies forward and one in reserve would spread the attack too
thinly. What was wented here was power and control so tﬁat

" once the town had been taken, the battalion could push right
on and take hill 310,l2 kilometers farther away. He selected
en attack formetion of column of companies, G Company leading.
He asked that the line of departure be set as far forward as
possible, in order to move the troops forward and reduce the
distance they had to cover initially. His request was grented
and it was set ét the peoint where the winding road straightened
~out at the bottom of the hill and hesded for town. {See Map
C) The beginning of nauticsl twilight was carefully clocked
for several mornings prior to the attack, and the fact that
H-hour came just before it,wes verified. The battallon com-
mander wished tq teke advantage of the haze in the valley
together with the darkness to push the troops as far forward
towards the objective as the artillery preparation would allow
him. G Compeny would attack down the Moyenvic road to take
the town. If they experienced difficulty, the second company,
E, woula be available to help them out, and if not, E Cqmpany
had & plan of its own to carry out. They were to follow to the
town, pass to the right of i, secure the bridges across the
Sellle River and its subsidiary canals at that point if thef
were not blown. If the bridges were destroyed, F Company was
to force a crossing of the weter barriers, move up the right

(east) half of the hill 310 and secure it. F Compsny, the third

in line, was to follow the first two &= far &s the near end of

town, then pass along to the left of it, cross the river, end

11



move up onto the left (west) half of the hill. This operation,
if successfully completed, would give the battalion the com=-
manding observation over the Seille valiley that the enemy now
enjoyed. This wes the mein operstional plen. (25} (Seé
. iiap C)

There were other facts to be considered. The battelion
was In a defensive Situétion, spread out over & front of 3,000
meters. Plans had to be made to sssemble these troops, issus
them armunition, end get them to the line of departure with-
out unduly jeopardizing the defensive position. The regimentsl
commander ordered the 3rd Bsttslion to take over the xnd Bai-
telion positions, and to furnish fire support to the attack
with their battalion wespone. The znd Battelion wes to begin
ezsembling at H-3 bours, be fed a hot breakfast, snd move to
the ezsembly arees for the attack. One of the most perplexing
problers wes that of how much clothing snd ecuipment the troops
should carry, end specificslly, whetﬁer they shoulq wear their
overshoes. Theré wes on one hand the health and comfort, re=
¢uirement that the weather &t this time of year woulc demend
their use, @s opposed to the tectical requirement thet the
troops‘not be burdened with sny item that they could get along

without. The company cosmenders were consulted for their re-

coxmendetions. They recommended that overshoes be left behind.
They did not want their men to be wearing such heavy hendicappers

out where they wight have to run to carry out their missions.

(25) Percsonal Knowledge



On their reconsendutions, snd his own feeling thet the
tactlcal considerations of mobility here outweighed those of
comfort, the bettalion ordered thet oversioec be left .benind
to be picsed up by the battelion supply officer later.

The bettelion hed ettached to it for this operation, &
pistoon from A Co.pany, 10lst Engineer Combeat Battelion, the
divisionel engineers. 4s a primary micssion, this platoon was
aseigned the clearing of mines on the rosd fro.: the foot of
the hill into Woyenvie. Hlemente of = company of tanks from
the 7€lst Tenk Battelion, in support of the atteck, were
initially to support by fire from pocitions tc the west of
the Bois de Plamont, hitting definitely located sutomatic
weapons and enti-tank gun positions.

The bettalion command post wus to be taken over at H
minus 3 hours by regiment, the bsttelion command post moving
aown to the foot of the hill to another concrete bunker. The
battalion combat trsins were brought forwaerd to the slope

tehind the Bols de Piaront, reedy to be sent forwsrd into
Moyenvic es soon as the town was taken end the road cleared

of mines. The Ald Station wes moved up behind the Bois de
Paiﬁon£, & long way from the front, bgt behind the first masg
thaet would permit them to work, and on a good road for 1/4L-ton
truex evacuation. Communicstions were to fdllow the lesding
compenies by wire as rapidly as it Eould be laida., Until then

the reliance would be on radio. (26)
(26) Personal knowledge
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THE ATTACK ON LOYENVIC AND HILL 310

D - day for the operetion was set for 8 November, with
0600 to be H - hour. At 2200 on 7 November, election day
back home, it commenced to rein steadily. It‘continued to
rain throughout fhe night.until nesrly dawn. lAs the night

wore on, the battelion command post, now occupied slso by

elgments of the regimental command post began to flood. More
serious to the operation, the Seille River begen to flood
its banks east of Voyenvie, snd flow out over the flood plain.
At 0300 the trcops began moving back off.of the defensive
line, sssembling in platoon groups, snd then in the cdmpany
forzations. Thelr excess ecuipment inclﬁding their overshoes
were left in company piles to be picked up later. The com-
panies being familiaf with the ground and the loecations of the
ecsenbly aress went to them under cbmpany control. G Company
which had been in basttalion reserve,’moved from their areas up
the slope toward the Bois de Piamont.thénce £cross the hill
down to the winding road and the line of departure. (27)

The battalion commander, Lieutenant Colonel Lyons, im-

patient to be off, was waiting at the road fork when & Company
arrived. With him wes the battelion S-2, Lieutensnt Desvid C.
Schoentag, who was to accompany G Company. The company was
Geployed entirely on the left (west) side of the roed, and
approximately perpendiculer to it, with the compsny right flenk

gulding slong it. Behind them was the engineer platoon commanded

(27) Personel Knowledge
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by Lieutenant Light,‘waiting to go down the road with mine
detectors. E Company was the next in line, waiting to follow
G Company by five'minutes, and then F Company at the éame
intervel. The machine guns of H Company were empleéced on the
, _

high ground lying between the two rosds. The morters of H
Compeny were emplaced farther back, but with observation
over the course of the attack. - Each rifle éompany had attached
two scouts from the beattalion intellizence section to accompany
them in the attack, as & speciel means of sending intelligence
reports back to the command post. (28)

Precisgly at 0500 ertlillery-of XII Corps, supported by
the aivision artillery of . two armored divisions in Corps
reserve, ralsed the curtaln on the cempaign for Lorraine. (29}
Forty five miﬁutes later, 26th Division artillery begen hitting
‘the tactical targets in front of the assault troops. During
the preparation, the G Company commander, slded aﬁd abetted
by Colonel Lyons, who was prectically by his side, pushed the
company Forward towards the town to take aévanﬁage of the
concealment of the last minuteé,of darkness. As the guns were
silenced, the compaﬁy picked uﬁ the speed of its advence. Just
south of'the town, the road tufns almost 45 degrees to the
left, then runs stralght up the axis of the town. (See Map
C) This brought tne G Compan& ettack line into the flank of
the town, headed &across the fields through' the back walls of

the town. About 200 yards from the outskirts of town, they

(28) Personal Knowledge; (29] A-2, p. 8 '
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found themselves confronted by an enemy outpost with machine
guns in position. They continued to within 50 yards of the
position where they threw smoke snd fragmentation hand

grenades. The company destroyed the strong point, and

advenced to the edge of the town. In an open field, just
inside the edge they surprised thirty German soldiers in the

act of eating breakfast, and made them prisoner. As they

entered the edge of the town, Lieuténant Schoentag noted that

the leaders of the troops nesr him hed become casualties. He

orgenized them hustily and lead them through the town in the
mopping up process. He had gone 200 yards when a sniper's
bullet in the thigh stopped him. The troops advanced through
the town, cleaning up the remnants of a surprised German bat—-

talion command post. The captured medical officer and his

aid persohnel, were put to work at once taking care of his own
wounded, and working side by side with our own medical section,
when our aid station moved into town. G Company advenced through

the town to the bridge, and Qstablished a commaend post just west
of it after outposting the town. It was 0900. (30)

| Back 8t the line of departure, the battalion commander
was waiting, after G Conpeny had crossed, to check the companies
as they went by him. E Company erossed on schedule, followlng
G Compeny to the town, and pussing to the right (east) of it.
The f Company commander, Captaln Gizinski, waited with the
Colonel until his time came. The colonel held ¥ Compeny until

firing was heard from the town, then told Captein Gizinski to
(30) 4-9
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eircle Moyenvic to the right, (The plan had besn for F Company
to go to the left) and go on to the previously assigned objec~
tive, thus putting Pboth E.and F Companies on the same side of
town, It was still dark when F Company orossed the line of
departure, As they drew abreast of the town, they began

to recleve machine gun fire from thelir right. They continueﬁ
on, cutting theib way with wire cutters through wire fences
obstructling theh. When they reached the river, they found it

. in flood wlth‘no apparent way{;cross.égérer than the bridge.
One F Company Automatlec rifleman tried to wade the stream but
found it too deep, 1osihg his automatic rifle and his helmet
for his pains. Captaln Glzinskl, unable to find a way across
where he was, moved toward the town aﬁd came on Captain Dando,
commanding E Company, who was having phe same troubls, They
could see no solution but the bridge. Both companies weré
slgnalled toward the bridge, advanciﬁg on it togethsr, where
they interrupted a group of Germans preparing to destroy 1it.

A sharp fire fight ensued, but with the concentration of the
two companies in this area, the snemy kegan to give upe. The
company commanders had the prisoners started toward the rear,
and pushed their men across the undamaged bridge. The bulk
of the force was no sconer across than the briage was shelled,
The companles moved off to the road fork where they wéré separated,

E Company moving off to the east end of hill 310. (31)
(31) a-10
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F Company started off up the western end. The fields
were deep in mud, which slowed the men down, and made movenentg
up the steep slope very difficult, but they coﬁtinued to go
forward, firing as they went. As the company epproached, the
Germsns would come out of thelr pasitions with their hands
up. They were disarmed snd sent to the resr. On the lower
part of the hill, in a curiously concealed depression, on the
| west edge of the 20_meter high point guarqing the southwestern
corner of hill 310, they ceptured.a battery position of two
75 millimeter direct fire type cannon together with the obser-
vation post and the command post. These gzuns commanded the
slopes from which the battalion had just come, and was able
to cover the bridge at a range.of less than a thousand meters.
Part way up the main slope, F Company came under mortar fire
one round landing within 5 yards of Captain Gizinskil, and
'woupding him lightly in the leg. He was able to continue.
Three of the company's officers had besn wounded previously
that morning, and had been evacusted. The company pressed on
with marching fire sgainst developlng hostile small arms fire
from the upper sloﬁes of the hill., As they reached the crest,
the individwel men exhausted from their hard climb in the mud,
they were met with heavy small arms and sutomatic weapoﬂ fire
frow the far edge of the small plateau on top of the hill,s as
well as sniper fire. F Company radioed to battslion requesting
artilliery fire to their front. This was fired, but without

'perceptible effect. Elements of the company'being unable to

move farther forward, and being on his assigned objective, the

18



company commander organized & firing line on his side of the
'top of the hilil, and had the compeny dig in. (32)

Captain Gizinski was joined in a few minutes by.Captain
Dan&o, whose radic was out of order, and who had come over
from his side of the hill to report to the battalion commend
post over the'F'Company radio.

E Compasny had the same story to tell over on the eést.

They had gotten up hill 310, cleering it as they went, extend-
ing with their right flenk as far east as the Cote de St Jean,
now only a battered ruin. As they begen to bresk over the top
of the hill, they too had been met by withering small arms

and machine gun fire from the reverse siope of hill 310, and
from their right flank, the reverse of the eastérn slore.
This fire as had been the cese in the F Company sector,
brought the advance to a halt before it had asctually reacned
ité objective, the securing of the top of the hill, and the
control of the reverse slo?e. The compsny built up a firing
line and dug in. (33)

The top of hill 310 was now under intense hostile mortar
and artiliery fire. Casualties were heavy. The machine guns
of F Company went into position and dug in to fife to the north,
During a lull in the shellirg, Captain Dando returned teo his
company. In the midst of another heavy barrage, Lieutenant

John Cook, executive officer of H Company, arrived on the hill

with heavy machine gun support. F Company had been evacuating

(32) A-10; (33) A-10
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their wounded to the company command post dugout, as evacua-
tion down the hill was out of the guestion at this time.
Ceptein Gizinski, whose wounded leg was beginning to bother
him, starfed over to check the wounded, when he was hit again
in the left arm, and wes unable to get up. He was taken to
the dugout where he was administered morphine by the company
aid man. He turned the compeny over to Sergeant Furniss of
the Weapons Platoon who commanded it until the First Sergeant,
Welter J. Wythe, arrived, no other officers being on duty with
the company.

The two companies were on top of hill 310 by 0915.
Woyenvic end the teﬁ of the hill together-with an intect bridge,
an enemy battery, anienemy battalion commender and LL2 other
prisoners of war had been taken in the first three hours of
the attzck. (34) |

Wwith the rifle companles on the objective let us return
to the line of departure and the eugineers and tanks. The
attached engineer piatoon, commanded by Lieutenant Light, had
been given one of the most tickllsh jobs. With no infantry
preceeding them along the road itself, they were to keep
abrezst of the leading assault company, and sweep the main road
to Moyenvic for mines. Otner platoons of the engineser company
in support of 1l0lst Infantry would follow some minutes later,
one with the miesidn of re-constructing the bridge across the

Seillle River, which it was anticipated would be destroyed,

(34) A-11
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and the other tq construct two foot bridges across the river
to get the support troops across. As the attack left the
line of departure, the platoon leader of the mine sweeping
Platoon, evidenced the reluctance to movgwggéﬁhently associsated
with supporting troops who belleve they should be preceeded by
infaptry. Colonel Lyons ordered him to move his platoon down
the road. With great intrepidity he d4id so, without mishap
until the center of town wﬁs reached. Here the platoon was

|
briefly pinned down by machine gun fire, until G Comﬁany
coming in from the fiank had relieved the pressure. ‘They had
advenced a few yards farther, when a barrage of mortéf shells
cut down ten of the group including‘Lieutenant Light, who was
seriously wounded. TIn the ensuing demoralization; two men
had the presence of mind and the sense of;mission to assemble
the remnants of the platoon and continue the‘sweeping operation
throusgh the town to the river. (35)

The supportiag tank unit took positions on-the.high ground
to the north of the Bois de Plamont. ({See Map C) As the
artillery preparation reached its height, their enthusiasm begen |
to exceed thelr discretion, and they began to Tire with hoth
their main armament and their machine guns in the genersl

direction of the town. By the time the town was tazken, they
had expended their prescribed load of armunition. When the

regimental comcender ordered “hem to move forward, they were

unable to do so, until they hed been resupplied with ammunition.

(35) A-1, p. 250
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As the morning wore on, more violent enemy reaction
began to develop., E and F Companies on the top of the hill,
found that what should have been their rear, was completely
enfiladed by cnemy direct fire wespons from the moated city
of Marsal, down in the valley, and from enemy positions to the
southezst. The compaﬁies began taking casualties from this
artillery fire in esn area where they were most vulnerable,
their line of comgmmunications and their rear. During the
afternoon, any wireman, messenger, aid man or ammunition
carfier that ventured across the slope toward the companies
became the target of Intense, direct, persénal artillery fire.
E Company, in coming up the hill hsd not‘secured the terrain
which controlled the sastern slope, and as a result were
flanked by automatic wespon fire from close range. Evacuation
suffered severely from the difficulties imposed by the exposed
line of cowmunications, and liné of drift. % Company called
for and received concentrations of artillery fire timed to air
burst on thé reverse élope in front of them. These were
effectivé, but did not panic the enemy, or cause him to with~-
draw. (36)

Down in loyenvic, G Compeny which had reverted to battalion
reserve, upon being passed through by the other two companies,
was not having 1t much easier. Something over an hour after

the town was lost to him, the enemy began a vioclent reaction

wlth mortars. The 2nd Battalion command post had moved into

(36) Personal knowledgé
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town about noon along a highway on which one had to hop,
skip and jump to aveid the direct fire artillery in the Marsal
area. The battalion ammunition and pionéer truck with its
nornal load, moving up along this road about 1400 hours,
hopped when it should have skipped, took a direct hit, destroy-
ing the truck with its cargo, aand setting the remnants on fire,
but sparing the drivers in the front seat. (37)

The regimental commend post followed batpalion into town
by mid-afternoon, just as the Germans got the range to the
main square in town. In a particularly heavy concentration,

the Tegimentsl communications officer was killed while install-

ing his switchbosrd. A Tew minutes later, Captain Cosgrove

of G Company, walked down to the bridge to check his security,
and to see what he could of the fighting on the hill, and

was fatally wounded by a mortar shell. (38)

When the companies on the hill had been given time to
- reorzanize, they were ofdered to continue the attack to gain
full possession of the top of the hill. ¥ Company, having
lost all its officers, was assigned the assistant battalion
operations officer, as company commaender. He joined the
compsny on the hill, together with the battalion motor of ficer,
who was being pressed lnto service as a rifle company offiicer.
Botn companles reportea that uhey were unable to wove in day-
1lieht because of the heavy fire,,both artillery and small arms.
By mid-afternoon, the two coicpanies of the 2nd Battalion had

been reinforced by L Company and elements of M Company from

(37) Personal knowledge; (38) Personal knowledge
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the 3rd Battalion, under their own bsattalion control. By
darkness, neither E nor T Companies had been able to move,
and they had not been able to mazxe reconnalssance for a

night attack. Shortly before dark, the battalion operation
officer was sent to the hill to find out why the attack had
not been made and see what could be done to get it going.

He visited the F Cowpeny commander in his command posf dugout,
a few yards from the front lines, and talked by phone to the
E Company commander a few hundred yards down the ridge. The
troops were beginaning to feel the effects of being soaked for

twenty four hours. The rain, which had let up during the day,
was falling again. The men were forced to stand in foxholes
in six inches to & foot of water in some cases, and were

unable to bail them dut because of the nearness of the enemy.
To sdd to the miserable outlook, it hed turned colder. The
men, being down to minimum equipment for the attack, had no
protection from the cold. The companies had not been able to
prepare for & night attack, and the enemy had kept thelr heads
down during the daylight hours. Darkness did bring with 1t a
reduction in the volume of artillery fire. The operation

officer reported these facts to the bsttalion commsnder, together

with his recommendation that the attack not be carried out that

night, vy telephone from the F Company ecommand pest. (39)
Evacuation of the wounded from hill 310 had been almost

negligible during the day, because of the long litter hsul,

{39) Personal knowledge
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and the Tact that the ald station was fully employed in

treating the casualties that the litter sguads could pick
up close by. The wounded company commander of F Company
together with one of the seriously wounded non-coms, and
several others were still lying in bunks in the dugout,
awaiting evacuation since worning. After the operation
officer returned to town, he conducted 1/4 ton ambulances
with personnel from the battalion aid station up the trail
as far as the 1/4 ton trucks could go and then on to the dugout
where these wounded were evacuated together with several others
who had been picked up on hill 310. By midnight these casualties
were back in the battelion zid station in Moyenvic. (40)

The next morning at daybreak, the first sergeant of F
Corpeny, who had commended it briefly the first day, stepped
out of the dugout to look over the situation and relieve him-

self. A sniper caught him in the aect, and he had to be eva-

cuated with a broken leg. Daybreak brought with it slso a
resumption of the artillery fire, though not with the same
intensity. The suffering among the troops who had spent

the night in waeter-filled foxholes became intense, snd 36

hours of wet cold fest began to have its effect on the casualty
report. The battalion comuand post was moved from Moyenvie

to the depression on the southwest corner of the hill, and the

aid station was moved to the farm buildings, just southwsst

of it known as Dead Cow Farm, beceuse the dairy herd had been

(40) Personal knowledge
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caught by artillery fire and lay stiff and blosated in their
pasture. (41) 7

During the day, the lst and 3rd Battalions attacked to
the north’ and east, making sufficient headway, to relieve
the battalion of small arms fire, but not to reduce the
artillery fire. The battalion at this point was holding thé
critical ground on the right flank of the division attack,
‘wiiich was driving to the north and northeasf. (42)

- On 10 November, the artillery fire which in the first
two days had put some 3500 rounds on hill 310, lessened in
intensity. E Company, which had been the greater sufferef
from trench foot, was relieved by G Company. The attack of
the 1lst and 3rd Rattalions had relieved the pressuie on the
2nd Battalion, which continued to hold the position. The 2nd -

Battalion attéck had been sucecessful. (43)

ANAL?SIS AND CRITICISH

In studying this operation, the [irst fact that meets
the eye is that the battalion carried out a carefully con-
cleved and coordinated plan with aggressiveness, vigor and
dispatch. " In spite of the difficulties which they later
encountered sfter getting on their'objéctive, they did get
there, and with less difficulty than had been expected. In
this respect, many factors paid off.

The most Important of these was probably surprise. In

. March of 1946, as a prisoner of war, Major General von

(41) Personal knowledge; (42) A-Z, p. 9; {43) A-11
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Méllenthin, in November 1944, Chief of Staff to German Arumy
Group G, prepared a monogreph on the operations of his unit
during this pericd. He writes in part:

"on 8 Nov 44, after a heavy artillery berrage lasting
several hours, Awerican infantry and tanks begsn to attack
about 0800 on a broad front in the 48th Inf Div and 559 Volks
Gren Div SBEtors end on the right flenk of 361 Volks Gren

Div. 1In spite of our information obtained from prisoners,
radio interception, and ground reconnaissance thzt the attack

was scheduled to begin about this time, the enemy had made

his final preparations with such cleverness asnd with such

excellent deception, that our local forces were taken by
surprise." (4i)

In a similer manner one can find in this operation,

examples of most of the other principles of war as epplied to
small units. The principle of mess was demonstrated in the
plans of both regiment snd battalion in their concentration

of forces at one poiant, Moyenvic, to assure that at that one
point superior combat power would be concentrated. The
principle of simplicity was illustreted in the uncomplicated
plan given to the companies. Application of the principle

of the offencive can be seen in the aggressive manner iq which
the companies continually pushed on to their assigned object-
ives, and in doing so destroyed more of the enemy in three

hours than they had in the four weeks previously. The

principle of movement is shown in the manner in which the

(44) A=5, D. 4O=41
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corlpanies were moved from their positione on the line, where
their combet power was dispersed, to the line of departure,
where the full force of their combat effectiveness could be
turned on the enemy at Moyenvic. Economy of force was
demonstrated in that portion of the plan which czlled for
the trOOpS.tO assemble off their extended line, taking a
caleculated risk that the enemy would not attack it, in order
to concentrate the maximum number of trdops in front of
Moyenvic. Cooperation was used s & principle by the two
company comanders as they solved by mutual support and combined
strength ﬁhe problem of foreing the Seille River bridge. The
enemy force in tiis action presents a graphic illustration
of the failure to observe the principle of security. Adequate
security would have warned him of our attack in time to take
more aggressive means to stop it. These illustrations anmply
indicete that the principles of war have not been repealed.
Tactical principles as laid down in field manuals were
followed in this operation and proven sound. The distribution
in depth to provide flexibility of maneuver and continuity of
attack were deronstrated in this opération in the dgcision to
order an attack.formation of eolumﬁ of companies. when the

battalion commander found it necessary to make a new decision
in changing the route of attack of F Corpeny, he was teking
acveantage of the flexibility inherent in his plan.

There were other factors that helped. Experienced non-
commicsioned officers for one thing. The syuad and platoon

teams that initiated the attack had been working together for
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nearly eight months, and as much as possible, without actuél
combat behind them, "knew the scdre". The lack of being
battlewise, while it 4aid not éffect these men's leadership
and experience in_handling their units, caused them to expose
themselves unduly, resulting in a much higher casualty rate
semong these non-commissioned officers than was experienced

in later actions of the battalion.

Thorough briefing was anoﬁher seed of success. Thesé
‘troops had been carefully briefed on the plens of the unit &at
least two steps above them. Every soldier knew the plan of
his company, every platoon leader knew the plan of the battalion.
Tach man and offlecer had been able to observe and exearine the
ground over which he would attack. Each man felt that he was
a trusted psrt of the team, and he gaiﬁed confidence 0 g0
forward, an important consideration when he had been fighting
from a foxhole for a month. |

Esprit de corps played an important part. For thé old
timers in the division, those who had served in National Guard .
Guys, this was the moment they had been looking forward to for
years. From the first World Wwar, the YankeelDivision had gained
a reputation second to none. This reputation, carefully
murtured during pescetime by World War I vetersans in the Guard,
&ssisted by the fortultous circumstance that the diﬁision wes
enabled to have a unigue peacetime continuity developed & strong
gsprit among these old timers, gmounting alwost to snobbishness

when compering themselves to other divisions. This is & desirable



trait in soldiers, for it enables them to team together to
accomplish results that they might not otnerwise do. The
newcomers had been amply imbued with this spirit.

Aggressive leadership played a vital part. When toe
bzttalion comsander and the G Cor:pany commander led their
troops close up under the artiliery preparation, over terrain
which they knew might becdme fire swept at any moment, they
were leading aggressively. They realized thet a more timorous
movenent would pernit the enemy time to recover from his pattle
shock, and man his defenses. When the F Coupany'commander
continued to lead his company onto the objective after being
woundeG, ne was displaying aggressive lesdership. The intelli-
gence ofTicer, Lieutensnt Schoentag, taking command of troops
in his vicinity and lesding them in the mop-up of Woyenvic
is enother exarple. There were countiess others.

The decision for the troops to leave thelr overshoes
behind unguestionsbly induced more casesiof trench foot than
would otherwise have been the case, but the result of bogiing
down.the troops in the heavy mud, and their consejuence
slowing down snd exhaustion wight acve caused meny more battle
casualties.

The conduct of the engzineer platoon assigned to the
nission of mine-sweeping on the road to iMoyenvic was exemplary.
They served in this operation &s combat engineers 1ln every
sense of the tern.

Poor control was exerclsed over the tank support. They
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fired wifhout defipite targets, znd without-affecting in any
way the cpursé 5f the*aétion they were_é éporting.‘ This
‘control should have come from their own unit commenders.
Ssufficient plenning was not devoted to reorsenizstion
plans once hill 310 hsd been teken. The early success of
the bstitelion ceught it sﬁort 6? plaLE.QS to what to 4o next

~in order te best further the atteck, in my opinion.

1. .Surpriﬁe is 8 potent wezpon.

2 Aggressivéness in smeil unit leedership is one of
the most‘iiportaﬁt keys to succesé.

3;/ Marchihg fire is an effective way to comhine fire
and movemeht.

4.. Control must be exercised over all pheses of &n
operation to keep any pert from goling astrey.

.5.. Esprit de corps ié-an asset to.any orgenization.

6. Planning must be continuous, snd cover every pontingenpy,
inecluding =success,

7. Briefing must be complete snd tacrough. Een who Know
the plan of & higher unlt, can sct more intelligently in carry-
ing out their shafe.

8. A rear slope defense, carefully prepared, is & tough
nut to crack.

9. Avold exposing the rear of your positicon to the
eneny.

10. Tne process of meking a unit bettlewlise 1g an ex-

pensive one.
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