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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 2D BATTALION, 503D PARACHUTE INFANTRY -
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM IN THE RECAPTURE OF CORREGIDOR ISIAND,
16 FEBRUARY - 23 FEBRUARY 1945
: (LUZON CAMPAICN) -
(Personal Observation of a Parachute Rifle Flatoon Leader)

ORIENTATION

'INTRODUGTIﬁﬁ

This monograph covers the operations of the 2d Battalion 503d Para-
chute Infantry Regimental Combat Team in an unusual airborne sssault on
enemy held CORREGIDOR ISLAND, PHILIFPINES, 16 February - 23 February 1945,
and the part it played in reopening the PORT of MANIIA to Allied shipping.

In order to orient the reader it will be necessary to discuss briefly
the'major events which led up to this actibn.

Early in Jamuary 1945, the forces of the US Sixth Army were orgsnized
and ready to make an invasion of the LUZON ISLAND, PHILIPPINES, in the
third and most important phase in the overall plan for the liberation of
the PHILIPPINE ISIAND. By the end of 194}, organized resistance had
.ceased in the IEYTE and MINDORO Operations. Thus the first two phases
of the overall liberation of the PHILIPPINE ISIAND were complsted. (See
Mep &) (1) |

On 9 Jamary 1945 troops of the US Sixth Army, consisting of I and
XIv CGri:s, hit the beaches in the LINGAYEN GUIF Area after a naval, air,

- and surface bombardment previously unequaled in the Southwest Pacific
ﬁar_fare. The Sixth Army immediately launched a swift and aggressive
offensive toward MANIIA and :Einally arrived at the northeastern ocutskirts
of the city on 3 February 1945. (See Map 4) (2)  On 2 Jamary 195,
troops of the US XI Corps under the strategjc direction of the US Eighth
Army landed ‘on the west coast of LUZON near SUBIC BAY, with the mission of
driving eastward and isolating BATAAN FENINSULA. (See Map 4) (3) By

(1) a-1, p. 1

(2) A"l, pl l
(3) a-1, p. 2



1} February these forces had reached halfway down the east coast of
BATAAN with little or no organized resistance. (L) .
Meanwhile the,final closing of the perimeter encircling MANILA was
made with the landing of US Forces on BATANGAS PROVINCE, Southern LUZON,
and by the 10 February 1945 these troops were approaching the southern

outskirts of the city. (See Map &) (5)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

While the Battle of ﬂRNILA raged at its height, the immediate avail-
ability of the port facilities for further operations against the Japanese
was therefore imperative. (6) One single position presented an oppor=
tunity for a bri;liant stroke that would insure the possessor complete
control of MANIIA HARBOR and surrounding islands. Sitting astride the
entrance to MANILA BAY and guarding its approaches from the CHINA Seas,
stood CORREGIDOR ISIAND, a mass of rock that rises abruptly from the sea.
(See Map B) (7)

The Sixth Army plan for this coming attack divided the operation into
three separate invasions. For the first invasion, US XI Corps would land
in the MARTVELES BAY Aréa on D~Day; secure a beachhead and establish
control over the southern tip of BATAAN. One reinforced infantry battalion
would accompany the MARIVELES force to be used in cbnjunction with the
second and third invasions by combined airborne and amphibious landings
on CORREGIDCR ISLAND. Ih'the airborne and amphibious phase, D plus 1,
the 503d Parachute Regimental Combat Team, mounted by troops from the US
Eighth Army, on MINDORO ISLAND, PRILIPPINES, would drop on CORREGIDOR
ISLAND.. Control of the 503d would pass to the XI Corps upon completion of
the drop. The third and final assault of this plan called for the 34
A-l, p. &
A-1, p.

A-l, p.
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Battalion, 3Lth Infantry, reinforced, to meke an amphibious assault on
SAN JOSE BEACH, CORREGIDOR, two hours after the parachute landing. This
battalion was to be mounted for its shore-to-shore operation from
MARIVELES BAY. (See Map B) (8)
Tactical planning for the assault on CORREGIDOR involved the highest
degree of coordination of operations by ground, sea, and air forces,
Japanese experience in 1942 had demonstratéd that an amphibious _
assault on this island could be extremely costly. The means to avoid a
costly amphibious assault were available. 'Also, points of our own
choosing to land would make it possible by surprise to seize the key terrain.

features of the island before the enemy could react to thwart our action. (%)

DISPOSITIONS AND PIANS OF THE 503D PARACHUTE REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM

On 1 February 1945 the 503d was in the process of integrating, train-
ing, and orienting replacements that had recently arrived on MINDORO
ISLAND, PHILIPPINES. (10) Early on the 6 February 1945, the Headquarters
of the 5034 received an alert order for the assault on CORREGIDOR. (11)

Available forces and composition of the 503d at this time were as
follows: three infantry battalions; a Headquarters and Headquarters
Coﬁpany; and a Service Company. Each infantry battalion consisted of three
rifle Companies and Battalion Headquarters Company. Each rifle Company
consisted of three rifle platoons and a mortar platoon, The Battalion
Headquarters Company contained a light'machine gun platoon, §l-mm mortar
platoon, compunications platoon, and a medical detachment. The Fiel&
Artillery Battalioﬁ consisted of: three gun batteries armed with the 75-mm
pack howitzer, one battéry of .50 caliber machine guns, and a Headquarters
and Service Company. - The Engineer Company consisted of a Company Headquarters
(8) A-1, p. L9-~51
(9) A-1, p. 51

(10) Personal knowledge
(ll) A"‘h, p- 1



Platoon and three engineer sapport platoons. (12)

On 8 February 1945, a copy of the Sixth Army Field Order Number L8
was received by the 503d RCT, and a thorough staff study of the airborne
aspects of the operations ismediately followed. Maps and chér‘bs wers
procured, sand tables erected anc{. all battalion and separate ‘company
commanders were alerted. (13)

A map study brought out the imp&rtant features of CORREGIDOR before
a decision was made as t o the sélection of possible drop zones., CORREGI~
DOR is a tadpoled-shaped island only 7,000 yards long. Its bulbous head,
commonly called Topside is 2,300 yards in diameter and surrounded by
precipitlous clii‘fs. that rise well over 500 feet out of the water. It

gradually tapers down to the North and South Docks and is commonly called

Bottomside. The distance between the North anc? South Docks is 500 feet
and does not exceed 25 feet above the water's edge. Arising almost
straight up from Bottomside to a towering hOO feet is MALINTA HILL, the
second most important piece of key terrain on the islar:'ad. This key
terrain feature dominates all t-he.remainder of the island that extends
to East Point on the eastern tip of the island. (See Map C) (1L)

From this terrain study, three possible drop zones were selected.
Of the three, one was a pre-ﬂwar emergency air strip (KINDLEI FIEID)
,]ust. north of MORKEY POINT, immedistely discarded sinc;e landing there
would. be tactically unsound. The main Jap pos:.tims were located in amd
around MALINTA HIIL which completely dominated the air strip. (See Map ¢)
(15) | |

The other two were on Topside and were respectively designated “A' and
™' drop zones. (16) M"grea was the pre-war parade ground and approﬁmated
(112) Personal knowledge
13) Personal knowledge; statement of Major Lawson B. Qaskey, Commanding

Officer, 2d Battalion, 5 November 19,9

(14) A-6, p. 59

(15) A-?, pe 125
(16) a-7, p. 125



250 yards by 150 yards. (See Map C) "B" area was a sﬁall area that former-
1y inassed as a golf course., It was barely 300 by 150 yards and lopated

on the slope of a hill. (See Mep C) Aerial photographs of areas further
reveé.léd these drop zones to be covered with bomb craters, sharp ceﬁsent
boulders, tin, glass, steel blowst from the nearby buildings, and

sharp tree 1limbs sticking siyward. (17)

The natural defensive installation had been further elaborated on
by the United States at the time it occupied the island, with at least
eight 12-inch disappearing guns, concrete barracks, and a series of under-
ground ahops; and tonmnels, all reinforced by five feet‘.oi‘ conerete and
steel. The road network was of the standard military construction, lead-
ing to the éuns, magazines, quarters, and shops, (18) The pounding that
the island had taken from the Jap artillery in 1942, changed the very |
topography of the island. Hills and hummocks were depressions. Paved
roads in many cases were covered with landslides or dotted by craters.
(19)

This operation represented one of the most difficult ever carried out
by paratroops. (20) The high degree of coordination required by the
ground, sea, and air for&.es had already begun at Sixth Army Headquarters,
on 7 February, and on the flagship of the Commander, Amphibious Gfoup
Nine on 8 February. The conference aboard. the flagship was attended by:
the Commanding _Generﬁl, XI Corps; the Commanding General, Shth Troop
Carrier Wing; the Commander, Seventh Amphibious Forces; the Commander,
Cruisers Seventh Fleet; the Commander, Amphibiocus Group Ninej G-3,

XI Corps; A=-3 Fifth Air Force; the Commanding Officer, 503d RCT; and
various staff officers assigned to the headguarters and commands
(17) Personal knowledge

(18) A-5, p. 5

{(19) Persomal knowledge
(20) 4-8, p. 2



named. (21) Frequent and personal visits between the Commanding
Officer, 503d and Commanding Officer, 317th Troop Carrier Group, afford-
ed extremely close liaison on matters concerning the drop. (22) |
To éummarize the final plan for tﬁe CORREGIDOR Operations, the 15lst
Regimental Combat Teams would by amphibious assault land in MARTVELES
~ BAY on 15 February 1945. The 3d Battalion, 3Lth Infantry reinforced by
the 3d Flatoon, Antitank Company and 3d Platoon Cannon Company of the
3Lth Infantry would accompany the 151at to MARIVEIES and prepare for its
shore-to-shore assault on CORREGIDOR. On 16 February 1945, the 503d
Regimental Combat Teams would drop on CORREGIDOR, secure a perimeter for
the following airborne drops, and support by fire the amphibious landing.
(23) |
On 12 February 1945 all planning had been completed and all units
received the Regimental Command Teams Field Order Number 9. (24) Using
_terrain models, aerial photos and sand tables all troops were briefed on
the mission. Detailed instructions on each phase of the aperatidn was
clearly defined. Reconnaissance flights by all jumpmasters were flowm
~over CORREGIDOR. Major General Marquat, Artillery Officer on CORREGIDOR
prior to its capture, personally addressed the officer and men of the 503d
Regimental Combat Téam and further elaborated on exacting details of the
terrain and important locations. (25)
The regiment planned to have the 3d Battalion, reinforced by Battefy C,
Lhé2d Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, Company G, 161st Airborne
. Engineeré, one platoon of Battery D (.50 Caliber Machine Guns), L62d
Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, and elements of the Regimental Head-
quarters Company make the initial drop on CORREGIDOR at 0830 hours on
(1) a-6, p. 57
(22) Personal knowledge
(23) A-l, p. 52

(214) A"LL, P 2
(25) Personal knowledge



16 February 1945, and secure both "AM and #B" drop gones for the second and
third airborne lifts. They would also support by fire the amphibious
landing which would follow shortly after the first drop. (See Map C}

The 2d Battalion, feinforced by Battery B, 4624 Parachute Field Artillery
Battalion, Service Company, Flatoon Battery D (.50 Caliber Mzchine Guns);
L62d Parachmte Field Artillery Battalion, and elements of Regimental
Headguarters Companj constituted the second lift, would drop on "A" and WB"
fields at 1240 hours on 16 February 1945, and upon landing would relieve
the 3d Battalion of rperimeter responsibility to ensble it to make con—
tact with the 3d Battalion, 3hth Infantry. (See Map C) The third 1ift
consisting of the ist Battalion, Battery A, 462d Parachute Field Artillery
Battation and the remainder of Regimental Headquarters Company were to
leave MINDORO ISLAND at 0700 hours 17 February 1945 and drop om "A" and B
fields upon arrival., (26)

Each parachutist was to carry one unit of ammmition for his indivi-
dual weapon, two canteens‘of ﬁatar; énd four meals of K ration on his
person for the drop. (27)

All resupply would be by aircraft until replaced by amphibious resupply
as soon as contact was completed between airborne and amphibiocus forces.
Our major supply problem was water, as no information was available as
to water supply condition existing on the island. (28j

The regiment adoptgd a flight pattern of two colummns of single
th? type aircraft in trail, one column over each field, each plane to
make a minimum of two or three passes, dropping a stick of 6 to 8 men
on each pass. The drop peint for each field was a distinet ground féature;
and on the green light "Go" signal from the pilot, each jumpmaster was
(26) A-9, par 3

(27) A~9, Administrative Officer
(28) A-L, Supply Annex



to count three seconds and jump. (29)
To further eliminate the vulnerability that is always present im-
mediately after the jump, mortars, Browning automatic rifles, and light

machine guns were jumped on the individusal person. (30)

THE BATTALION SITUATION

After the.ﬁattalion had been alerted for the CURRKGIDOR mission, each
Jumpmaster was required to make a practice spot jump froﬁ an altitude'of
500 feet, followed with unit assembly problems on the ground. (31)

- Since the regimental plan of attack did not call for £he 2d Batia-
lion to make the initial parachute drop, and in order to expedité the
relief of the 3d Battalion after dropping, Major lawson B. Caskey,
Battalion Gommander, made arrangements to have his 5-3 and Company Ex~
ecutive Officers drop with the initial wave . in order to expedite the
relief of the 3d Battalion upon arrival. (32)

Morale was éxtremely high throughout the battalion. On the night
before the battle, cﬁptured Japanese movies showing the fall of CORRE-
GIDOR in 1942 and the.insulting treatment of the American prisoners of
war and American flag were shown the troops. Aside from the sentiﬁental
aspects of the retaking of "The Rock", the urge for revenge surged in

every man,

THE BATTALION FLAN OF ATTACK. (33)
(See Map C)

Since little was known of the actual enemy'é strength or dispositions

other than the general estimation of 850 troops, the battalion commander
was well aware and ready for the changing situation that could confront

the Regimental Combat Team Commander after the parachute drops had been made,

(29) A-3, par 7

(30) Personal knowledge

(31) Personal knowledge :

(32) Personal knowledge; statement of Major Iawson B. Caskey, 2d Battalion
Commander, 5 November 1949

(33) Personal knowledge; statement of Major Lawson B. Caskey, 2d Battalion
Commander, 5 November 1949
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A1l unit commanders were warned to allow for great flexibility in their

plans and be ready to change on a moments notice.. (34) TImmediately

after dropping on "B" field, Company D, reinforced, would assume responsi -

bility for the northeast and eastern sector of the regimental perimeter,

and continue to "mop up" in and around the immediate area. (See Map C.)

E.COmpany would drop on WAW field, and aséume responsibility for the
._ﬁorthern and northwestern portion of the perimeter on Topside, and be |

prepared to attack JAMES RAVINE on order. (See Msp C) (35) Company F

would drop on "B* field and cover that portion of the periﬁeter on Topside -

between E and D Company's flanks. 'Upon attachment of supporting fires,

they would attack and secure Wheeler Battery. (See Map C) (36) Batta-

lion Headquarters Company would establish the Command Post and Aid

Station in the long barracks on Topside. (See Map C) (37) The Batta=-

lion Communication Platoon, upon landing, would enter into the regimen-

tal net and at the same time establish the battalion net. With the un=-

certainty of the situation, no attempt ﬁould be made to wire the com-

panies with battalion., The only me#ns of comwnication available at

that time would be the radio and messenger. The aerial resupply of water

being the only known assurance of wﬁter, all personnel were warned against

the danger of consuming the majority of the water contained in their two

canteens,

THE AIR MOVEMENT TO CORREGIDOR AND FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR THE ATTACK

Preparations for the assault on CORHEGIDOR had begun as early as 23
Jamary 1945, when twenty 13th Air Force B-2ls dropped one hundred and
eighty 250—poﬁnd general purpose bombs on the island and sixteen 5Sth
Air Force A-20s bombed and strafed the island. From 23 January on, the
(34) Personal knowledge
(35) A-3, overlay }

536) A-3, overlay L
37) A-3, overlay L~



tempo of the bombing increased steadily up to the day of the actual.droﬁ-
By the day of the airborne assault, 16 February 1945, a total of 1,012
sorties had dropped 3,128 tons of bombs. (38)

On 13 February elements of a US Navy Task Force, consisting of five
eruisers, six desiroyers, motor torpedo boats, and othér vessels began
shelling MARIVEIES HARBOR and CORREGIDOR ISIAND. The shelling of
CORREGIDOR was directed against pillboxes, water line caves, tunnels,
ﬁnd visible gun.installations. The shglling continued through the_landf
ings made at MARIVELES oh 15 Februsry and CORREGIDOR on 16 Februaiy 19L5.
(39) |

Early on 16 February 19L5, twentyhféur S5th Air Force B-2hs hit gun
positions on CORREGIDOR with nine hundred and sixty 260-pound fragmen-’
tation bombs. One minute after thaﬁ had 1lifted, eleven B-25s bombed arnd
strafed, dispersing eighty 1CO-pound bombs, and 1,592 rounds of .50
caliber ammnition. Simultaneously, twenty A-20s bombed and.sﬁrafed both
"8 "and"B"fields. At 0830, just one minute after the last bombing and
strafing was lifted, the first aircraft from MINDORO ISLAND started to -
discharge the paratroopers of the first lift. As the C-47s circled over
the island and continued to drop their passengers, A-20s bombed and
strafed the eastern half of the island. (LO)

At 1030 hours, the 3d Battalion, 34th Infantry, reinforced, began

storming the beaches at Bottomside under heavy enemy fire. (See MaE_G)
(1)

NARRATION
THE ATTACK ON CORREGIDOR ISIAND

At 1210 hours with the element of surprise no longer existing, troops

(39) A=-6, p. 60
(LO) A-6, p. 60
(L1) a-1, p. 53
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of the 2d Battalion 503d led by Major Lawson B. Caskey, Battalion Comm%pder,
began dropping on"A%"and"B"fields over a murderous hail of enemy groun&
fire.. Grazing enemy fire covered both drop zones and surrounding areas,
'The stunned Japanese, apparently partially recovered from the initial
- surprise shock, started to leave their holes and caves in a fanatical
manner to shoot or bayonet the descending troopers. (42} As parachu-
tist hit the ground with a thud, one was never sure whether he was going
to be capable of walking away from the landing. Many of the radios that
were fastened to the legs of the troopers for the descent were smashed
beyond use. Thirsty and hot, many started to consume large quantities
of water from their limited supply.

The counterattacking Japs started towards Topside from all directions.
By 1500 hours, - with the assistance of the 3d Battélion's fire power,
the 2d Battalion swiftly effeﬁted‘the relief as planned and established
the regimental perimeter around Topside. (See Map C) (L3)

At 1600 hours COmpény F reported to battalion that it was receiving
heavy‘machine gun fire from the vicinity of Wheeler Battery. At this
. point, Private Lloyd G. McCarter of F Company crossed_thirtyﬁyards of
.open terrain under intense enemy fire, and at point-blank range silenced
a8 machine gun with hand grenades. (See Map C) (Lk) |

Out in front of Company Fr's perimetef, dangling in their susPended
harness which had caught in trees; were those few unfortunate parachu-
tist who will never know what it was like to make that final landing,.
Scattered troopers, who had drifted from the drop zames, could be cbserved
. fighting their way back to rejoin the perimeﬁer. Due to tﬁe-lateness of
the day, Major Caskey, 2d Battalion Ccmmandgr; ordered the attack on
Wheeler Battery and JAMES RAVIﬁE cancelled for the time being, ard instead
(42) Personal knowlédge

(L3) Personal knowledge
(k) A-10, p. 364
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ordered positions to be consolidated for the evening. (L5)

No logical conclusions could be arrived at as to how the Japanese
defende;s would attempt to destroy the invaders, or keep them from
firmly establishing themselves on Topside. However, several ecaptured
prisoners revealed that CORREGIDOR was commanded by Captain Ijn Itagaki
of the Japanese Navy. He had approximately 6,000 assorted troops to
man its defense. (L6) Iater, captured staff personnel related how
Captain Itagaki, after being informéd of the approaching amphibious
assault left his Command Post to go to an Observation Post near BREAKWATER
POINT, There he ran into a group of paratroopers and in the eﬁsuing
skirmish the Japaness Commander was killed. (L47) It waé further learned
that Captain Itagaki had been directed to look into the aﬁtiairﬁorne dgfense
of the island. He then announced to his subordinate commanders that an
airborne landing would net take place because it could not take place,

All these incidents added immeasurably to the confusion of the ENnemy. (hﬁ)

THE FIRST NIGHT AND SECOND DAY ON CORREGIDOR

At dusk the enemy could be heard and seen advancing toward Topside.
Each and every trooper had heard of or experienced those well known night
infiltration tactics of thé Japanese. They also knew that the firihg of
wegs ons, unnecessarily, would bring on an attack in f&rcé.

About 2300 hours that evening the expectad infilt;ation of the enemy
started all through the battalion perimeter. The first firing on the
infiltration. took place in F Companyts sector and was immsdiately
answered with a volley of enemy grenades on attempts of penetration. The
enemy mortar shells started o land on top of the buildings housing

perimeter troops. The Nips were crawling all over the slopes not more

(L5) Personal knowledge
(L6) A-7, p. 129
(h?g A"’B, po ) 9
(L8) 4A-7, p. 129



elements of the battaliﬁn medical detachment, and clerks and supply'
personnel. .D Company with their Command Post near Wheeler FPoint, tied-

in their left flank with the 1st Battalion 503d. E Company located in -
the vicinity of JAMES RAVINE, tied-in their right flank with the 3d Batta-
lion 503. (See Map E) (62)

Before dark automatlc weapons were placed in sectors {o cover the
most llkely'avenues of approach into the perimeter. Mortars and artillery
barrages were registered on those areas that were masked by slopes and
cliffs, Commanding the-high ground and being asble to lowk down in the
direction of the enemy, there waé no doubt that the perimeter could hold
under any type of attack that the en;mw'would attempt. (63)

At 1800 hours that evening, Major Caskey and his staff starfed out
on one pf their many and freQuent inspections of the compahy positions,
The usual reports of enemy movement directly in front of the perimeter
was received at all-positions and as a result all personnel were alerted
for an expected counterattack that night, _

About 2300 hours that evening the Japs started, what was to be their
first organized atﬁack,in any force, by letting off a series of explosions
in the uaﬂefground positions in D Company's sector. (6l) _

Lieutenant Joseph A. Turinsky, D Company Commander, called battalion
at_about 0200 hours on 19 February and reported unusual activity below
and in front of his position had been noted, and requested illuminafion
flares to light the area. Upon the battalion commander's request, the
naval supporting forces commenced to drop star shells in the area. (65)
The light revealed a large body of Japanese moving in between D and F -
Companies and startled them into a fanatical attack. The star shells
(62) A-3, overlay number 12 '

(63) Personal knowledge; statement of ¥aj or Caskey, 5 November 1949
(6h) Personal knowledge

(65) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain Lawrence S. Browne, S5-3,
2d Battalion, 15 June 1949

19



were requested to continue until ordered stopped; The Japs turned and.
started to attack D Cpmpany from.the rear. The first reporf of contact
with the enemy came from D Company's right flank. Then reports wers
received that penetrations were being attempted throughout the entire
company sector. Immediately afterwards the attack materialized and
commmications, both wire and telephone between D Cﬁmpany and battallon
ceased. It was suicide to attempt toreinforce D Company. Nips could
now be seen moving everywhere. The artillery and mortar fires laid down
did not seem to stop them. (See Map E) (66)

A report from F Company revealed minor attempts of penetration of
their perimeter. During the conversation, heavy fire broke cut on F
Company's left flank. Private McCarter seeing a large force of Japs
attempting to avoid F COmpanyis fire, moved swiftly to an exposed position
and in blocking their passageway drew their fire and forced the Japs to
attack his position. Several men from Company F moved over to assist
McCarter. - The fanatical and superior force wpunded MeCarter and two
other men. OQut ofjmmmnition, McCarter again drew the enemy fire as
he exposed himself to get the much needed ammunition. Upon return he was
wounded again but still continued to shout encouragement to all aronnd
him to carry on the fight. This contipued until the break of dawn when
the company Commander of F Company could reinforce McCarter's position.
Though wounded and weak McCarter stayed on until the enemy ceased to
attack. Over 30 enemy dead could be counted in front of the position,
For this heroic deed Private ILloyd McCarter was later aswarded the
Medal of Honor. (67)

Just about the time F Company was penetrated the 2d Battalion Gomﬁand
(66) Personal knowledge; étatemant of Captain Browne, 5-3, 2d Battalion,

15 June 1949
(67) A-10, p. 364
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Post was showered with enemy hand grenades. (68) The Nips were all over
the place. |
At the break of dawn the Navy ceaseﬁ firing the star illuminating
shells, Radio contact came in from D Company, and Fhe Executive Qfficer
stated,"that the enemy attack was stopped, but not without a great deal
of loss; there were many dead and wounded: and that reinforcements were
needed immediately if they were to hold.® He further requested addi-
tional first aid men and.bloodlplasma. Major Caskey then told D Company
to "hold at all cost®, (69)
By 0630, a reinforced platoon, consisting of the battalion surgeon,
engineers, mortarmen, and clerks, proceeded by a close pattern of sup-
porting artillery fire, began to figﬁtrtheir way to D company; (See
EEELJE) By the time this relief had reached D.Companyg over 150 Jspanese
were counted laying dead along the trail. (70)
The counterattack had been stopped_gt approximately 1100 hours, He
ordered D Company to secure its jresent position and prepare to move back
to the 500 yard contour perimeter.,
Though we had accounted for over 200 enemy killed, owr casuslties
had been heavy, Gaptaggﬁggggkggﬂ, the Battalion Surgeon, performed the
almost imposéible Job of caring for the sick and wounded in the midst
of heavy fighting and hand~to-hand skirmishes. There were between 15
and 20 stretcher cases to be evacuated to the aid station on Topside,
Our casualties were tep killed-éﬂd twenty wounded. Among the dead were
the Commander of D Company, his radio operator, and messenger. (71)
Major Caskey, in remembering the.Regimantal Combat Team Commander's
terse Qperation order of "Clear the damn Nips from your area," immediately
{68} Personal knowledge} statement of Major Lawson B. Caskey, 2d Battalion
Commander, 5 November 1949 B

(69) Personal knowledge; statement of Major Lawson B. Caskey, 2d Battalion
Commander, 5 November 1949 : :

(70) Personal knowledge; statement of Major Lawson B. Caskey, 2d Battalion
Commander, 5 November 1919

(71) a-12, p. 2 :
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ordered E Company to take JAMES RAVINE. It was 0900 that same morning,
when E Company advanced into the ravine. Passing through three unoccup-
led machine gun positions, the leading element suddeniy opened fire on a
mob of Japs, streaming out of the entrance to the underground barracks
located in the ravine, It was a slaughter. Sixty-five Nips were killed//
before they stopped coming. (72) Flacing five gallon cans of Napalim
and demolition charges into the ventilation shafts and tunnel entrance, a
violent explosion was set off and fire ended all resistance in that area.

Pathils were dispatched to locate immediately an electrical mine
control éystem whiéh controlled all mines along the beaches and off-shors.
At 1620 hours that afterncon the control system was found and destroyed,
Fourteen Japs and one man from E Company were killed in the skirmish that
occurred during the destruction. (73) .

Late in the afternoon of 19 February, Major Caskey ordered all compan=-
ies to move back to contour level 500, Weary and tired from the lack of
Sleep the gallant men who héd held their own against overwhelming odds
moved back to the positions that they had occupied two days before. (ggg
¥ap E) (7L) It was felt that the enemy had recovered from his.initial

surprise and the thin and expanded perimeter invited attack.

THE FIFTH, SIXTH, AND SEVENTE DAY ON CORREGIDOR

The preceding~night had been fairly quiet and early the next morning
a systematic clean-up of our area was begun., The same pattern consist-
ing of platoon and company sized patrols, supported by bagookas, flame
throwers, demolitions, artillery, air and naval support, moved out
from the battalion perimeter as far as each day would:.allow, and rétﬁrn
to the perimeter before nightfall. The Japs; unable to organize, contin-
ued to fight in isolated groups. (75)
(72) A-11, p. 20=21
(73) 4-3, p. 21
(7L) Personal knowledge

(75) Persohal knowledge
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Because of the small area of the perimeter, it was,poséible.to
assemble the Comparmy Commande;s in the evening to plan and coordinate
the following day's operation. (76)

As the patrols recached the beach areas, it was impossible to get at
" the eneny emplacements half-way up the cliffs that rose to a height of
several hundred feet. The cliffs were sheer and jagged and afforded the
enemy excéllent cover as weli as concealment. At the base of the ciiffs,
the beach would extend fifty feet in certain areas, to impassable arecas
in others. One of the battalion officers would board the destroyers to
point out enemy positions. The destroyers would move in and fire point
blank into the emplacements. ZEach salvo would send hundreds of tons of
rqcks'roaring into the waters betow. (77)

At the end of the seventh day, strong and aggressive patrol action
finally enabled all cowpénies to reach the water's edge in their sectors.
(See ¥ap E) |

From captured prisoners, 5-2 learned between 175 and 200 Japs were
holed-up in the vicinity of Searchlight and Wheeler Point. This force
was the remains of the Endo Force that penetrated 2d Battalion's perimeter
on the night of the 18th. (78)

At dawn of the 22d, Captain Lawrence S. Brown, $-3, led Captain Hudson
C. Hill, T Company Commander and his reconnaissance group to a vantage

point overlooking Wheeler Poinﬁ. From there they observed the terrain

and made plans for E Company's attack on the 23d,

THE LAST DAY OF ORGANIZED RESISTANCE FOR THE 2D BATTALION ON CORREGIDOR

Early on the 23d, E Company moved through C Company, lst Battalion

(76) Personal knowledge

(77) Personal knowledge

(78) Personal knowledge; statement of Captain Lawrence S. Browne, 5-3,
2d Battalion, 5 June 1949. :
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'to clean out the last enemy strong hold at Wheeler and Searchlight Point.
With a five minute soi‘tening of the objective by destroyers and an air
strike by the air cover, E Company at'l'facked and worked to a position
around Searchlight Point reaching Wheeler Point\ with only five casualties
and 59 enemy killed. (79) |
As scheduled, the destroyers let loose with a salvo at 1255 hours
that afternoon and pulveriged the emplacements in Wheeler Point, followed
by E Company's immediat.é attack, Screaming, charging, Japanese hurled
) thémselves at the attackers.. One Jap Di‘ficef, swinging his shining saber,
mortally wounded one of E Company's mem, Lieutenant Emory Ball, in rush~
._ing to the wounded man's assistance, caught a burst of machine gun

fire in the chest and stomaéh. 'Staggering back tmﬁard the rear of the
skirmish he fell in his blood stained tracks and died. (80)

E Company in a final effort killed the remaining Japanese and by
]_.600 hours amnounced Wheeler Point secured. ’

At 1700 hours on the 23d, the Regimental Combat Team Commander ordered
the 2d Battalion to take over the perimeter of allof Topside, and by
nightfall, Major Caskey, redisposed his battalion to cover the western
half of the island. (See Map E) (81)

On 2d March 19L5, the operation was officially closed when the Rock
Force Commander, Colonel George M, Jones, presented fortress CORREGIDOR
to the Commander-in-Chief, General Douglas MacArtiur. (82)

To sum up the results of this batiles

This operation clearly showed that parachute troops could be nsed
under the most adverse condition. Even though the disadvantages of
the vertical erxvel;)pment outweighed the advantages in the preliminary

{79) Personal knowledge and statement of Captain Hudson C. Hill, E Company
Commander, § July 1946

(80) Personal knowledge of Hudson C. Hlll, Captain, E Company, cozmnander,
8 July 1946

(81) A-8, p. 16

(82) A-l, pa L
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planning stages, the. Japanese experience in.19h2 had demonstrated
that an amphibicus assaul£ on this island could be extremely costly.
By landing on terrain_of ourlown choosing, wé.could surprise and
defeat the enemy before he was capable of-rEOrganization. (83)

The ememy, by completely ruling out the possibility of an aire
borne assault in his defensive plans, enabled the 503d to do in

18 days what he had taken L months to do. His losses of L,L97

killed, in comparison to our 209 killed during the same period, showed

the high caliber of leadership, and aggressivehess that can be obiain-

ed from the American soldier by proper training and education. (8L4)
CORREGIDCR is a shining example of perfect teamwork between air, land
and_nxval forces. The re-taking of #The Rock"™ could not have been
possible without the perfeect coordination and planning of all three
services, _

By Ceneral Order Number 112, Headquarters US Army For¢es in the
Far East, dated 8 May 1945, the 503d Parachute Infantry Regimentalr
Combat Team was cited for outstanding performance of duty in action
on CORREGIDOR ISIAND and under the provisions df Section IV, War
Department, Circular Number 333, 1943, awarded the Distinguished

Unit Badge.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. SUPPLY iND EVACUATION

Re-~supply ¢n CORREGIDOR was of no problem to this regiment. Air
superiority allowed complete freedoﬁ of movement by the re-supplying
aircrafi in sufficient quantities, The dropping of the'attacking forces
on top of theif objective allowed the oyer-loading of the individual
soldier with sufficient food, ammunition and water for the first few days
of combat without hindering his combat efficiency. However, the

(83) A-1, pe 50
(Bh) A-l, p- 55
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immediate treatment of the wounded and the care of the sick and injured
could have been expedited by the dropping of additional surgeons and
medical personnel in the initial parachute drop. Ag it was, the organic
medical units were over-taxed and unable to properly care for thé casual-
ties sustained in the first few days of the operation. The Portable
Surgical Unit was not able to reach Topside until the 18th February,

‘and the immediate evacuation of the dead and wounded did not hinder the
flow of these needed medical supplies and equipment forward.

2. THE OBJECTIVE

The mission assigned this regiment in the re-taking of CORREGIDOR
was the perfect gxample of the type mission conceived by the founders
of American airborne warfare. The early concepts of airborne warfare
were to drop in the heart of the enemy\after a preliminary bombing by
air arms, expand and destroy the interior arrangements of the enemy's
defensive positions and force a union and effect contact with advancing
ground forces. The element of surprize was completely demonstrated by
the fact that the enemy could never reorganize his forces sufficiently
to make the.necessafy counterattacks in any sigze. . By immediate and
aggressive expansion, the troopers were able to seize the necessary key
terrain without any major resistance. The bold .exploit.ation and advance-
ment by the 2d Battalion forced the large number of enemy in their
sector to go underground and seek security in the tunnels below.

3. COMMUNICATIONS

Where hard landings are anticipated, additional radios should be
allotted to company sized units. In many cases, the 536 radio carried
on the individual jumpers were damaged beyond use during the parachute
landing, thus leaving certain elements without communicétion. The only
COmmunicatiQn left between the platoon leaders and company commander is
messenger, and unnecessary movement in ang aroﬁni the déop zones tend

to add confusion to the already'fast moving situation,
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L. ENEMY POSITIONS

The dJapanese Commander ﬁas guilty of a great error in announging
to his subordinate commanders that an airborne landing could not take
place. This seafaring naval officer could only envision mass amphibious
landings and accordingly failed to extend his defense in depth to the
natural defenéive terrain. Had he occupied Topside, the airborne and
amphibious assaults might not have been as successful. A3 it was, the
enemy was forced to leave the natural defensive position and attempt
fanatical disorgénized attacks to regsin control of the high grouﬁd.

5. THE 2D BATTALION'S CLEARING OF THEIR ASSIGNED SECT(R

The successful cleariing of the southwestern sector of Topside was
made possible only by the aggressive and courageous spirit of the attack-
ing forces. In digging out the "gopherlike" Japanese, they were forced
to burn and route him from the hundreds of caveé and tunnels dotting
their sector. The systematic method of attacking the enemy with daily
patrols from a strongly established perimeter, proved very effectivé.

' Counterattacks against this close perimeter hadipractically ceased, and

it further allowed the maximum utilization of forces at all times.

TIESSONS

1. Slmpllclty of a plan will lead to a more aggressive execution

a5 MLl 2 et = s it e w5 e ot 3o+ e o

of that attack plan.

f . 2 Addltlonal medical personnel shuuld be attached to alrborne

units where temporary 1solat10n from regular medlcal support is expected,

P

3+ Inflexibility and refusal.to deviate from sound practical prin-

¢iples have no part in an airborne cammander's plans

g e [

pro s

e During the assault on fortlfied positions, 1n£antry troops must be

taught to contlnue ﬁhelr advance W1thout wasting too much effort in

e e

demollshlng enemy p051tions.

P
e

" Ty, “The post of a defending commander durlng an airborne assault
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should be al his command post. He must depend upon his oytpost and

— s iy
S e

T P S A

warning statlons for information.

6. Once the element of surprise has been gained a vigorous and

aggressive exp101tat10n of thls advantage must be contlnued.

1. Parachutist shouldihe taught to conserve their water supply

e SR e 2 A T AL A O i

Ml&i sy

Immediatelydéftar a parachute Jump.

8. Parachutist can be used successfully to assist in amphlblous

landlngs. T
!

9; Perfect coordlnatlcn can be achleved through proper planning and

traihing.

A AT <.

10. Adequate cammunication faCllltleS are essentlal to achieve unity

S e g P SO i e AN i TS L et TR e e s

of effort and command.

28



