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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 3D PLATOON, COMPANY L,
23D INFANTRY (2D INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE
ONDENVAL -~ IVELDINGEN PASS, BELGIUM,

17 - 19 JANUARY 1945
{ARDENNES ~ ALSACE CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experience of a Rifle Platoon Leader)

ORIENTAT ION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 34 Platoon,
Company L, 23d Infantry, 2d U. S. Division in the ONDENVAL-
IVELDINGEN PASS 1n BELGIUM during the period 17 - 19 January
19456.

In order to orilent the reader, it is necessary to dlse
cuss briefly events as they transpired from November 1944 to
i? January 1945.

During the heavy snows end drenching downpours of Novem-
ber end early December 1944, the Allled Armies slogged slowly
eagtward through the SIEGFRIED LINE, in the teeth of fanatlc
Nazi resistance.

It was apparently evident to the Germen High Commend that
Allied Armies, if unchecked, would eventually cross the RHINE
RIVER and cut the Germsn Armies to pleces. (1)

Hitler's final plan to relleve the situation confronting
the German Armies, was to execute an all-out offenslve; thrust
through the Allied Armies with the objective of driving through
BELGIUM to ANTWERP. This, he felt, would not only split the
bulk of the Allied Forces but would also deny the Allies the
use of the largest port in EUROPE, a port absolutely essential
to thelr ever lengthening lines of supplies. (2)

(1) A-2, p. 68; A-3, p. 225
(2) A-1, p. 243; A-4, p. 103
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Suddenly on 16 December 1944, without warning, Hitler
made the desperate gambler's last throw to win, (3) He
OrQEred Von Rundstadt, with three Germsn Armies, to smash
through the Amerlcan lines, in the relatively guiet sector,
in the ARDENNES region. (4)

The attack was Inltislly successful and a penetration
of the American lines from ELSENBORN on the north almost to
the city of LUXEMBOURG on the south resulted. The asttack was
successfully stopped on 26 December 1944 with German troops in
close proximity of the MEUSE RIVER. (5) (See Map A)

Almost ss rspidly as the German thrust had progressed,
end before the offensive had been stopped, the Allied Forces
were completing plans and preparing to regsin the ground lost
and with 1t the initiative. (6) Attacks were driving on the
flanks of the bulge by the First U. S. Army on the nortk and
the Third U. S. Army on the south. These Armies were to con-
tinue attacks in the direction of HOUFFALIZE, BELGIUM and
upon contact to turn generally eastward to drive the Germans
beyond their initiel line. (7) (See Map A)

On 1 Jenusery 1945 a letter of instructlons was issued at
Headquarters First U. S. Army to put into action‘on 3 Jénuary
1945, the attack to make contact with the Third U. S. Army. (8)

First Army head, as units on the line, the V U,S. Corps
on the left, the XVIII U. S. Alrborne Corps in the center and
the VII U, S. Corps on a narrow front on the right. (@) (See

Map B)

(3] &=3, 7. 242, 546
(4) A-3, p. 346

(5) &a-2, p. 167

(6) 4&-3, p. 346, 362

(7} A-3, p. 364

(8) A"4, P 126

(9) A-4, Situation Map No. 1l
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The VII Corps wes assigned the major attack mission.
The V and XVIII Alrborne Corps were assigned defensive mis-
glons with the task of patrolling strongly in order to decelve
the enemy, thus making them believe a general attack was beiﬁg
leunched, and to protect the flanks of VII Corps 1in the attack.
(10)

Since the VII Corps had geined the initial objective on
9 January (See Map B), on 10 January 1945 First Army issued a
letter of instructions to continue the attack. These instruc=-
tions directed an attack on 13 January to continue to exert
pressure sagainst the bulge. 1In this phase of the operation
the XVIII Alrborne Corps would make the main effort, support-
ed by the V Corps on the left and the VII Corps on the right,
to secure ST. VITH. (11)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

In supporting the XVIII Airborne Corps, the V Corps was
to concentrate lts efforts In the right of 1lts zone to seize
the defile between ONDENVAL end IVELDINGEN. This necessitated
a temporary change in the boundary between V and XVIII Alre
borne Corps, leaving WEISMES, ONDENVAL end the edge of the woods
southwest of ONDENVAL as the responsibility of V Corpa. (See
Mep B)

The selzure of the ONDENVAL-IVELDINGEN PASS by V Corps
was to faclllitate an attack by the 7th Armored Division toward
ST. VITH. As soon as sufficient strength of the 7th Armored
Division had passed through that defile the original boundary

would be resumed, (12)

(10) A=Z, p. 205
(11) A-4, p. 135
(12) A-4, p. 135



The V Corps had remained in 1ts present position against
repeated attacks from the German I S5 Panzer Corps throughout
the period of the breskthrough. The south flank had been
forced back but the north flank had held fast. The 24 U. S.
Division, now the center division of V Corps, was holding on
a narrow front.

The 1st U. S. Division on the right was in & ready posi~
tion to meke the mein attack of the Corps but occupled a wide
end difficult front. Therefore, a deciaion was made tc at-
tach one regimental combat team from the 24 Divislion to the

1st Divislon to expedite the main effort of the Corps.

THE ATTACHMENT OF THE 23D INFANTRY TO THE 1ST DIVI3ION

On 13 January 1945 the 23d Infantry Regimental Combat
Team composed of the following elements was attached to the
1st Division: 37th Field Artillery Battallon, Compeny B,
612th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Company C, 741st Tank Bate
talion, Compeny B, 2d Engineer Battalion end Company B, 24
~ Medical Battalion. (13)

The 23d Infantry Regimental Combat Team moved from 1ts
positioné in the 24 Division zone on 13 January 1945 and took
up positions on the right flank of the lst Dlivision 1in the
city of WEISMES in preparstion for the offemsive, as part of
the lst Division. The 30th Division was on the right. (See

Mep C)

The weather from late December until the middle of January
was very cold and miserable and showed no indicatlons of im-

proving. The snow was two feet deep in open areas and collect=

(13) A-8, dtd 11 - 14 January 1945



ed in drifts and gullies knee-deep to waist-deep. The tem-
ﬁerature hovered around 20° with occasional atrong cutting
gusts of wind., Roads became slmost impossible to vehicles
due to ice, snow, sleet and mud. Troops became tired rapidly
due to the effort required to negotiate the snow, with the
excesalve clothing they were wearing In an effort to keep

warm. (14)

DISPOSITION AND PLAN OF THE 23D INFANTRY

On 14 January orders were lssued by the Regimentel Com-
mander of the 23d Infantry for the attack whlch was to be
launched 15 January. Immediate objectives were the towns of
STEINBACH and REMONVOL. The final objective -~ the ONDENVAL-
INVELDINGEN PASS; the Corps objective. (See Map C)

The attack order gave the lst Battalion the misslon of
seizing the town of STEINBACH on the left and the 24 Battallon
the town of REMONVOL snd the road junction south of REMONVOL.
The 34 Battalion wes to remain in Regimental reserve, pre-
pared to reinforce the attack on orders. (15)

The terrain immediately in front of the regiment was com-
paratively flat and open with sparse trees. The weather was
elmost unbesreble.

The two attacking battalions croased the line of departure
on 15 January in good order. Both encountered very atiff re-
sistance from strongpoints held tenaclously by elements of the
9th Parachute Regiment of the 3d Parachute Divislon. The enemy
had employed mines freely throughout the zone.

The lst Battalion was able to seize 1ts objective after a

(14) A-B, p. =26; Personal knowledge
(15) 4a-5, p. 109



-very determined struggle in which the attacking elements were
pPinned down by heavy volumes of machine gun and rifle filre.

The 2d Battalion hed considersable difficulty in securing
the road junction southwest of REMONVOL. It was not untll a
company with two tanks made an old-fashloned infantry charge
that the road junction was secure. (16) Elements of the 2d
Battallon attacking REMONVOL were pinned down by self-propelled
gung and a tank. The entrance to the town was heavlily mined.

Our artillery was putting & large volume of fire on the town.

THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 3D BATTALION

The regimental attack appeared to be losing its momentum.
Captein Eisler, commending Company L, end Captaln MacDonald,
commanding Company I, were calied to the Battallon Command
Post end instructed to prepare for a night attack from the
vicinity of the crossroad to seize the town of ONDENVAL.

Captain Eisler returned to the company aresa, sssembled
his rifle platoon leaders and lead them to the crossroad. He
oriented them on the situstion for the attack as they moved
along. The multitude of mines in the vicinity of the road
Junction prevented freedom of movement without danger in ad-
dition to the enemy threat of ;he}l%gg the areas. Dusk was ‘?1
approsching and a heavy fog éerﬁiﬁted observation necessary
for even s limited visual reconnaissence. (17)

A hot meal was served to the troops that evening and =21l
necessary preparations for the attack were completed. Com-
pany L was to attack on the left of the snow hidden road. I
Company would be on the right. (See Map C)

{(16) A-5, p. 109
(17) Personal knowledge




At 2200 hours the 3d Battalion atteck was "called off",
The 2d Battalion had secured their objective, the town of
REMONVAL. The lst and 24 Battalions continued the attack on
the morming of the 16th snd the 3d Battallon moved to STEINBACH
and REMONVAL.,

By 1230 hours the 24 Battalion had seized ONDENVAL and
Company A had succeeded 1In securing a little fringe of woods
on the northern edge of the ROHR BUSCH. (See Map D) The 24
Battalion continued the attack to seizZe the high ground south
of ONDENVAL._ The 3d Battalion was ordered to proceed to
ONDENVAL to protect the right flank of the 2d Battalion and if
necessary, assist in taking the regimental objective. (18)

As the 2d Battallon moved out of the southern edge of ONDENVAL
it met such & heavy volume of fire 1t was stopped completely.
Some elemeﬁfs were able to move back into town, while others
remained pinned down under fire until dark. The enemy was
determined to hold the high wooded ground to the south which
protected the ONDENVAL-IVELDINGEN PASS. (19) (See Map D)

THE COMPANY PLAN OF ATTACK

On the afternoon of 17 January Captain Elsier, commanding
Compeny L, received the attack order. He returned to the com-
pany, oriented his pletoon leaders and issued his orders.

Eompany L would pa§§¥ﬁhrough the positions occupled by
Company A at¢1600 hou;;, p;;eeéded by a ten minute artillery
concentration, sweep through the west portion of the ROHR
BUSCH a&nd seize the railroad station and underpass 1in the

defile on the west edge of the woods. The 3d Battalion would

(18) A-8, dtd 15-20 January 1945
(19) A-5, p. 110; A-6, p. 28
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have top priority on all artillery support. A platoon of M-4
tanks and a platoon of M-18 self-propelléd tank destroyers
were aveilable to the company on call. The capture of the
ONDENVAL-IVELDINGEN PASS was the Corps objectlve and the Corps
Commander wanted the attack pushed with all posslble vigor.
(20) |

Because of the limited line held by Company A and the ex-
posed area leading thereto the company would cross the line of
departure into the attack in the order, 1lst Platoon followed
by the 2d Platoon with the 3d Platoon in support. GCommunlca-
tion would be with SCR 536 radio. .-

NARRATION

THE ATTACK ON THE ONDENVAL-IVELDINGEN PASS

The 3d Platoon had about an hour for last preparations
before moving out for the line of departure. But having re-
ceived a warning order earlier in the morning, were ready %o
g&0. The platoon was up to full strength, having recelved
eleven replacements before the regiment was attached to the
1lst Division. Howsver this presented no problems because the
rlatoon practiced the policy of teaming each new man assigned
to the platoon with an older member thus giving the replace-~
ment guidance, confidence, an sssoclate and a buddy.

Individual sleeping rolls, composed of two blankets and
a aleeping bag were made into squad rolls and left to be
brought forward later. Packs were also dropped, though each

men carried his gas mask in sccordance with recent instructions

(20) Personal knowledge
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and a K ration. There was no shortage of ammunition.

The platoon moved out on the end of the company column
with a single column on each side of the road. The terrain
to the immedliate front, upon leaving ONDENVAL was open for
about the first 1,000 yards. Directly to the front was a
deflle formed by the dense woods on a high ridge on the left;
the ROHR BUSCH, and the dense woods on still higher ground to
the right front. Through the deflle ran a stream, a normal
gauge railroad and the main highway leading to ST. VITH. (See
Map D)

The weather for the attack, even though 1t remalned ex-
tremely cold, offered one slight advantage for the attacker,

A heavy fog was setitling in, which would restrict observation
by the enemy while crossing the open ground %o reach the line
of departure and the woods.

The artillery laid down its concentrations on the ROHR
BUSCH according to plan asnd was slso flring on the clities of
IVELDINGEN and MONTENAU to the south.

The 1lst Platoon crossed through the thin line held by
. Company A, which conslisted of 1ittle more than a platoon, on
time and after moving only a short distance encountered heavy
maechine gun and rifle fire. The 24 Platoon was then employed
on their right. Company I started moving into the narrow neck
of woods too, and to avold the mass of confusion the 3d Pla-
toon was left initlaelly in position along the sunken trail Just
short of the rallroad tracks.

As the attack by the lst and 24 Platoons alerted the enemy,
unobserved light mortars and long range machine gun flire start-

ed covering the open ground in front of the 3d Platoon. 4 low
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flying buzz-bomb crashed into the side of the hilll Just south
of ONDENVAL which dild no damage but did have a siight morale
effect,

The 3d Platoon was instructed to follow the route of the
24 Platoon; to gulde to the right and secure the rallroad sta-
tlon and underpass.

The sguads moved rapidly across the open ground and into
the woods, using the edge of the woods as & gulde the platoon
attacked through the deep snow and tall trees in squad columns
with the 1lst on the right, 24 on the left and the 34 following
the 2d Sguad.

After a rapid advance of about 200 ysrds the platoon en-
countered a strong point. The aquad leader of the 2d Squad
was killed and the two leading squads were pinned down momen-
tarily by heavy machine gun and small arms fire from the front.
The exact locatlion of the enemy poslition could noﬁ be deter-
mined but the fire was immediately returned and the platoon
continued to advance.

The enemy, elements of the 9th Parachute Reglment, im-
mediately in front of the 3d Platoon were firing and moving
on through the woods as the platoon continued 1ts drive.

Leading elements of the platoon soon reached the western
edge of the ROHR BUSCH from which they could see the underpass
and the railroad station with its two adjacent bulldings.

To reach the buildings from the edge of the woodsa it
would be necessary to advance down across about 100 yards of
open ground. (See Map D) On close obssrvation a small stream
of smoke coming from the chimney gave evidence that the build-

ing was occupied or had just previously been vacated before

-
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our arrival. Feeling that the builldings themselves would pro-
bably be occupled and defended the flrst consideration of the
platoon leader was to employ tanks or temnk destroyers, but be-
cause of the time element and knowing that the road leading to
the area would undoubtedly be mined, plus the advantage of pos-
sible observation, the enemy had from the high ground on the
south that consideration had to be cast aslde.

One aquad was left in position to protect the platoon
from the south. The two leading squads were placed in posi-
tion along the edge of the woods with all weapons tralned on
the three buildings. Two men advanced rapldly down to the
side of the building and, to their pleasant surprise, found
them unoccupled and undefended.

The lst Squad was then moved into the buildings, a posi-
tion from which they could better defend the underpass and the
buildings from a counterattack which might come from the west.
The remalnder of the platoon remained on the high ground over-
looking the area to the front and to furnish protection from
the direction of the woods where other elements of the compsny
were stlll engasged In a flre fight.

It was about 1300 hours and darkness was approaching. The
company commander directed the platoon to take up a defensive
position in the edge of the woods for the night and to be pre-
pared to continue the attack the next morning at 0730 hours.

A light rsin started falling and the weather seemed to
present more problems than 4id the enemy.

Security was poated to the front and the men scraped and
chopped in the frozen ground until they had prepared two-man

foxholes sufficientiy deep to provide cover in case of a coun-
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terattack. (21) The squads were positionedlin 8 general line
from right to left; lst, 2d and 34 Squads. (See Map D)

The area in front of the last Squad was open whlle that of
the 2d and 3d Squads was covered with a heavy growth of young
bushy trees about 12 feet tall. The trees in the area actual-
ly occupled by the platoon were of an older growth measuring
12 to 14 inches at the trunk., Separating the two growtha of
trees was a firebreak. Also running into the 34 Squad posi-
tion at an angle from the front was a firebreak which consti-
tuted an avenue of approach for tanks.

Elements of Company I were to make contact with the 34
Squad but as yet no contact had been made. The company com-
mander reallizing the protectlion offered by the bullding, es-
tablished his command post there. A wire line utilizing a
sound powered telephone was installed to platoons, thus pro-
‘viding the platoons with both wire and radio communications.

The night was so cold that men were standing beaide their
foxholes stamping thelr feet in the snow in an effort to get
warm, The company notifled the platoon that sleeping rolls
were in the vicinity of the CP, but very little use could be
made of them in the rain which was slowly forming pools of
water in the bottoms of the foxholes,

At about 2100 hours people could be heard moving to the
left rear of the platoon and small arms were belng fired about
200 yards to the left flank of the platoon. The platoon was
alerted and just before opening fire the people to our left
rear were identifled as the 60 mm mortar section from Company

I. They reported that they were lost and thelr company was

{(21) Personal knowledge
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noving. Later it was learned that Company I had been mis-

taken for the Germans by Company K who had takenltheﬁ under
Tire and Captain MacDonald, the company commander, had been
wounded in the leg. (22)

At about 2200 hours a mine clearing detail under the
company comnmander of Anti-Tank Company, using a tank dozer,
was removing mines and snow from the road supposedly as far
forward as I Comnany. The detail proceeded too far hovever,
because of inaccurate information concerning the location of
Company I and were fired upon by the enemy. The detail re-
turned the fire, inflicting casualties and was able to with-
draw but had to abandon the tank. {23)

T The 3@ Platoon was instructed to send a patrol to the
tank, set up a guard and protect it until it could be recover-
ed. A patrol of six men moved down through the woods to the
tank-~dozer. After finding that the enemy had withdrawn the
patrol moved back down to the turn in the highway where they
prepared a position from which té protect the tank and cover
the road. The position was occupied the remainder of the
night by four men, armed with ¥-1 rifles, a Browning Auto-
matic Rifle and a bazooka. (See Map D)

In the early hours of the morning of 18 Januéry while it
was still extremely dark two individual Germans, completely
armed, wandered into the platoon position and were taken pri-
soners by'surprise as they pushed against the muzzle of a
lozcded rifle. The second to be captured was a non-commissioned
officer. They were cuickly disarmed and taken to the company

command post.,

(22) Ei<5, P. 129
(23) A-5, P, 112
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As daylight spproached on the morning of 18 January it
was evident that the enemy had moved in during the night and
was occupying the area covered by the low bushy trees on the
other side of the firebreak, immediately in front of the pla-
toon. The bushy nature of the trees, snd the heavy snow at
the base of the trees and on the branches provided a screen
behind which they were hiding. Seversl individuals, in an
effort to move closer to our lines, had exposed themselves as
they dashed from one tree to another. Three of the enemy had
moved out into the firebreak far enough to.make a perfect tar-
get and were shot dead in thelr tracks. They fell 1into the
snow bleedlng send gr&aning.

Every men in the platoon seemed to be Just walting to open
fire, and with that outburst of fire every weapon in the line
was firing into eny likely hlding place of the enemy. The
Germans had lost the secrecy which they thought they possessed.
The volume of fire delivered by the platoon was so intense on-
ly a small number of the enemy were able to return the fire.
Many of the enemy came under fire as they jumped from thelr
hiding places In an effort to move to the rear. Others were
killed as they lay in theilr hiding places 1n the snow. About
ten of the enemy were so surprised by the sudden outburst of
fire that they lunged forward into the firebreak as they fell
dead. Each man in each squad seemed to have spotted a defi-
nite targef, and when the firing had ceased the platoon check-
ed for casuslties. One man had been shot through the left
shoulder and was seriously wounded, while two others were only
slightly wounded,'one having been creased across the side of

his head and the other in the fleshy part of his arm.
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The 81 mm mortar fire was lmmediately placed on the woods
to take care of any remaining forces which might be concentrat-
ing further to the rear of the enemy attackers.

An effort was mede to evacuate the critically wounded man

when, it was observed that long range machine gun flre was
grazing across the open ground leading down the hlll from the
platoon position to the company CP, the route of evacuatlon.
A German self-propelled gun appeared at the sdge of the woods
next to the clearing in front of the lst Squad. It had been
held up by the position occupled by the four men on the road
but had succeeded in overrunning that position.

The counterattack plan of the enemy was now perfectly
clear, the Infantry supported by the self-propelled gun were
to make a coordinated attack on the platoon position. But
now the infantry had been destroyed.

The self-propelled gun continued its movement rapildly
forward firing direct fire from 1ts 756 mm gun and machine-guns
into the platoon position.

The platoon leader, knowlng that two M-4 tanxs and two
tank deatroyers were in position, below the hill near the rail-
road atation, quickly turned to the telephone to direct thelr
fires on the epproaching self-propelled gun. The telephone was
dead. The previous firing had probably cﬁt the line which ran
down the side of the hill. P.F.C. Warner, the platoon.runner
also made & determined attempt to contact the Company CP with
the SCR 536 radio with no success. It was very likely that
the radio was grounded out due to 1ts exposure to the exireme
c0ld and molsture. With no communicatlions it was also l1mpos-

sible to direct artillery or mortar fire on the moving vehicle.
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The platoon bazooka team was employed on the left flank of the
platoon to guard the fire-break approach, which appearéd to

be the greatest tank threat into the position, With the pla-
toon under such intense murderous fire it seemed almost im-
possible for the team to move so it could take the vehicle un-
der fire. The self propelled gun stopped esbout 50 yerds In
front of the lst Squad and continued to fire.

All members of the platoon who could see the vehicle
placed small-srms fire upon it. But this only tended to gilve
the big gun a more exsct spot to direct his next high-explosive
round,

Spraying anow, mud, ice and smoke plus the crashing fall
of a couple of large trees, created by the exploslons of the
75 mm gun, created great pressure on the defending platoon,
But every man stayed in position determined to hold.

The bazooke teem was finally able to sneak across ther
firebreak to the front end took up & firing position; in the
edge of the woods. They fired two rockets each constituting
a near miss. At the same time 81 mm mortar fire commenced
falling in close proximity of the vehicle. The lst Platoon
which was In position to the right rear was also feelling the
effects of the enemy fire and had requested the mortar fire.

The vehlcle moved rapidly back over its route of approasch
end withdrew to the south,

The platoon leader expected to count meany casueltles in
the platoon area. He found that the well spent efforts in
digging foxholes had "paid-off" and not one man hed been kill-
ed, although three men were suffering severely from the con-

cussion effect of the shelling.
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It was about noon before the enemy had been completely
defeated. Sixty enemy dead were counted in front of the pla-
toon position. (24)

The relatively gquiet lull which followed, permitted the
evacuatlon of all casualties, issuence of smmunition, the eat~-
ing of & K ration end the preparation for -the attack which was
scheduled to have started earlier.

That afternoon of the 18th, the platoon atteacked wilth the
limited objective of clearing the woods to their front.

No hesavy resistance wss encountered., However, several
wounded who lay in the snow freezing and bleeding to death end
five unmanned machine-gun emplascements were overrun. Thus the
platoon moved through the woods to the southern edge of the
ROHR BUSCH. The three squads were pleced in line where de-
fensive positions were prepared and occupled throughout the
night,

By 1830 on 18 January the efforts of the entire regiment
had succeeded in clearing the RUOHR BUSCH. The regiment held
& line south of the ROHR BUSCH overlooking the town of
IVELDINGEN. Ninty-nine prisoners had been taken snd over 300
dead were counted in the Regiment's sector of the ROHR BUSCH
with a loss of 5 officers and 81 enlisted men. (25)

The lst Battalion 18th Infantry, en organlc unit of the
1lst Division having been attached to the 234 Infantry, had
attacked around to the right, and was firmly entrenched on the
high ground to the southwest. (26)

-

During the night it began to snow. DBecause there was no

threat of the enemy immediately to the front, security for each

{24) Personal knowledge
(25) A=-8, dtd 15-20 January 1945
(26} A-8, dtd 15-20 January 1945
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squad was to be provided by one man being on the alert, in
each two-man foxhole, while the others slept. But the weather
was 80 cold practlcally no one ecould stop trembling long senough
to fall asleep. Each squad sent a detall of two or three men
dovn along the road tolthe railroad station to secure 1tems
from the individusl aleeping rolls with which to build shel-
ters over their foxholes and to provide sdditionsl comfort.
But there was no solution to the cold, The weather was the
worst experienced in the entire campaign. (27)

anrly in the morning before dawn the company commander
made avallsble st the compeny CP a hot meal for the company.
Each squed provided its own relief, not to exceed one-hsalf
the squad strength as each man in tum, enjoyed & hot bresk-
fast, This provided a great morale producing factor; an addi-
tional thrust of strength. (28)

Early in the morning of 19 January e heavy snow started
falling, At 0830 the 34 Platoon as an organic part of Com-
pany L, continued the drive to the south. Company L was lead-
ing the 3d Battelion attack. The mission for the company was
to selze the town of IVELDINGEN. Supporting the company were
four M-4 tanks snd four tank destroyers. The plan of attack
was to gulde on the road with the Infentry snd tenks advance
ing together,

The deep snow iﬁself, presented an obstacle to the indi-
vidual soldier. Negotiating the snow drifts, which in some
places were five feet high, was as difficult as wading through
waist-~-high wgter. {29)

The drosdresd to the southeast was resched with no rem
127) &A-7, p. 328

- (28) Personal knowledge
(28) A-7, p. 327
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sistance but was found to be heavily mined. Complete mine
detectlon in the deep snow was next to imp@ssible. In order
to continue the advance with the least possible deléy the
company commander directed the tanks to bypass the mines by
moving to the right into the open field. The infantry ele-
ments were then directed to move with the tanks across the
open field paralleling the road which was on the left. The
heavy snow storm provided adequate concealment from enemy ob-
servation for the attack. (30)

The effect of Artlllery was sacrificed for the sake of
surpriss.

The 3d Platoon was given the mission of clearing the right
- 8ide of the street; to start in the first house and proceed

rapidly down the street, maintaining contact with the 1lst Platoon

R e

on the right., The tanks would follow immediately behind the

essault elements, thus providing them the necessary antl-tank
protectlon.

The tanks and infantry moved together across the field
and entered the town. The enemy was completely surprised.
One Germen prisoner stated that they did not belleve an attack
could be mede in such & storm. (31)

The eneny began fleeing from the west side of the town.
They made perfect targets for members of the lst Battallon,
18th Infantry who occupled the high ground to the northwest.
(See Map D)

A strongpoint near the center of town'composed of nine

men from the 5th Company, 352d Regiment gquickly surrendered
when a tenk fired a 75 mm shell through the side of the wall.

T30)] Personal knowledge
(31) Personal knowledge
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At 1400 IVELDINGEN had Been occupied and twenty-two
Germans were taken prisoners,

The lst Squad in continuing the pursuit was fired upon
by the lst Battalion, 18th Infantry. With the snow still fall-
ing it was impossible for them to identify their target as
friendly troops. The squad was held under fire until it manag-
ed to maneuver back into town. The squad leader, Sgt. Clark,
had been shot in the leg:f (32)

After radio contact was made with the lst sattalion the
company continued the pursuit into LONTENAU, the final ob-
Jective, which was undefended,

Instructions were received to clear all road-blocks, mines
and other obstacles to permit the passage of the 7th Armored
Division by 0730 the next morniﬁg.

Clean clothes and hot food were the luwxuries enjoyed by

the 3d platoon that night.
ANALY3IS AN CRITICISM

1. PLANS FOR COHTROL

Company L had a very narrow sector through which to pass
in crossing the line of departure into the attack. Company I
was to pass through the same area. Although the personnel of
Company A did not comprise a large force, control was difficult
and would have been much worse with all the elements of both
companies moving into the narrow sector of the ROHR BUSCH
simulitaneously. The Company Commander made a complete plan
for control of his unit before entering the woods into the
attack.

The plan of employing the lst Platoon as it crossed the

(32} Personal knowledge
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line of departure followed by the 2d Platoon and using the
3d in support, proved to be a wise one. This permitted the
best possible control of his company. As the 1lst Platoon
engaged the enemy the 2d Platoon was directed to attack on
the right of the lst and the 3d was in a ready position to
carry out the Company Commander's desires when so directed.

Had the Company Commander moved his company into the
woods without making a plan for its control, confusion would
have undoubtedly been great and success small.

2. USE FMADS COF THYE SUPPORT PLATOOK

For the attack on the ROHR BUSCH the support platoon
was left initially on the small sunken road just short of
the railroad tracks. This being about 800 yards from the
line of departure would normally be considered an excessive
distance for the support platoon to remain in rear of the
assault platoons. sut the nature of the terrain and enemy
indicated that the support platoon, in order to remain free
for employment when the situation indicated a good chance for
success, should not move into the dense woods with the two
assault platoons. As the enemy situation developed, the
3d platoon proved to be in a good position for employment.
Tt was able to move at an appropriate time around to the right
of the 2d Platoon and was sucessful in seizing it's objective;
the railroad station and underpass.

3. DEPLOYMEHT TN DENSE WOODS

While attacking through the dense woods and snow of the
ROHR BUSCH ceontrol was a big problem, In order to maintain
control it was necessary that each man keep visual contact

with the man next to him. By veering off in a false direction
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one member of a squad could have split the unity of the platoon
thus causing confusion and possible disaster. The platoon

was forced to deploy, in a close formation, with squads in
column in order to maintain control. Two squads forward with
the third following closely in rear proved tc ve a good form-
ation,

Yo MATNTATNING THE CORRZECT DIRACTICH TN WOODS

The platoon was fortunate in having the clearing on it's
right flank during the attack in the ROHR BUSCH. The lst
Squad, which was on the right, was able to maintain the proper
direction of attack for the platoon by using it to guide on.
This permitted the platoon to move more rapidly with little
or no uncertianty as to proper direction of attack. The
1st Squad was designated as base squad thus giving the 24
Squad and in turn the 3d Sguad guidance.

Without using the clearing it would have been necessary
to maintain a proper agzimuth direction or just plain guess at
the proper direction which would leave great chance for error
and could have resulted in much confusion, loss of time and
possible disaster.

5. INDIVIDUAL INTTTATIVE

when attacking through the ROHR BUSCH the dense woods
created a mask which prevented observation, in many places,
beyond ten to fifteen yards., This required each man to exer-
cise his initistive to the utmost in order to maintain visual
contact, direction and eontrol. One man could move no faster
than the other on his f{lank, to his rear or front.

When the platoon encountered tihe strong point it was
necessary that each man use his initiative to return the fire
and defeat the enemy as rapidly as possible. The trees furnish-

ed some conczalment and cover for those in close proximity
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to move to a position from which fire could be placed on the
enemv. On the other hand if each individuval had taken cover
behind a tree and waited for Someone te tell him what to do,
thé attack would have been stopped completely for lack of
initiative on the part of four or five individuals and it
would have been very difficult for the unit leadersﬂéo get

the attack going again.

6. PREPARATION OF IHRIVIDUAL FINING POSTITIONS

When the squads of the 3d Platoon moved into the area
assigned to them for the defensive position on the night 17-18
January, they knew the plan for continuing the attack the
next morning. But realizing the possibility of an enemy
counterattack, they selected the place to dig their foxholes
and started to wérk. After scraping away the snow the froszen
ground was very hard to dig. Each man continued chopping,
scraping and digging to improve his position. The efforts
of each man proved its worth many times over when the counter-
attack struck the platoon early the next morning.

Without the cover.provided by the foxholes the position
would have been more difficult to hold and casualties would
have undoubtedly been great,

7. ZMPLOYMENT OF THE 2,36 inch ROCKET LAUNCHIR TEAM

Wnile occupying the defensive position on the night 17-18
January the platoon leader of the 3d Platoon failed to
properly employ his bagooka team. Although the men were
serving in two capacities; as individual riflemen and as a
bazoocka team, they should have been employed in a position

in rear of the general line formed by the platoon so they
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would not be pinned down by initial enemy fire. Alternate
positions should have been selected and prepared to protect
both the firebreak and the open ground in front of the right
portion of the platoon. The enemy self-propelled gun could
have been destroyed. |
8. OBSTACLES

Upon reaching the crossroad, on the route leading to
IVELDINGEN and finding it mined, the unit was confronted with
s difficult situation., The heavy snow had covered the mines.
To clear a strip wide enough for the tanks to pass through
would have necessitated a delay of at least two or three hours.
The Company Commander's decision to bypass the mines, by
moving off the road and across the oven field permitted the
tanks and infantry to advance together more rapidly.

Had the decision been made to leave the tanks behind
and continue with the infantry alone, the momentun of the
attack on the town of IVZELDIHGEN would have been slowed down,
9. UWEBATRER

The weather during the period of this operation was
extremely cold to the extent that it was practically unbearable.
In order to keep warm it was necessary for the individual
soldier to burden himself with clothing thus making him awk-
ward and cumbersome, It was also practlcally impossible for
him to sleep at night because of the cold.

The actions of the Company Commander of having a hot meal
prevared and made available to the men actually increased
the momentum of the attack which followed.

hen the unit reached the final objective, on the secondl 

._day, the men were tired and their clothes were wet.
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10. REPLACEMENTS

Bven though the 3d Platoon had received eleven replace-
ments just a few days prior to the attack, this presented no
problems. Upon receiving the new replacements in the platoon
they were quickly oriented and assigned to their respective
squads. The squad leader upon receiving the new man, teamed
him up with an older member of the squad thus utiligzing the
principle ol the "buddy system". This gave the new man more
confidence in his own abilities, a greater feeling of belong-
ing to the unit and guidance for his learning the actual
téchnique of fighting.

11. DIR=CTION OF ATTACK

s

The decision of the Regimental Commander to commit the
3d Battalion through the ROHR BUSCH was a good one. 7To have
ordered the 3d Battalion to attack over the same ground where
the 2d Battalion attack was completely storpped would have
been costly in personnel and the possibility for success
very small. The enemy was undoubtedly expecting continued
efforts from that direction and had to shift their position
to meet the new atitack which came from a different direction.
The direction of this attack was a contributing factor to

L5 succeess.,

pde

12. DIFBEESH IN WOODS

The defensive position occupied by the 3¢ Platoon on
the night 17 ~ 18 January is not considered the best that
was to be had in the area, Although it was on high ground
and did have observation in the right portion of the sector,
to have moved on through the woods and occupied a position

in the southern edge of the ROHR BUSCH would have prevented
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the enemy from concentrating immediately in front of the
position without being detected.

Tt is believed by the author, that Company I was supposed
to have been in a position in the Southern edge of the woods
but due to the confusion in the woods and the inaccuraty of
available maps was not able to reach their objective for the

night 17 - 18 January.
LiESSONS

1. Complete plans for the control of his unit should
receive high priority from the unit commander before attack-
ing in dense wWoodsS. | |

2. A support element must be located and disposed so
that it can be employedkat the proper olace and time to
carry out its mission.

3. a. A close formation is required when fighting in
dense woods.

b. When fighting in woods visual convact petween
individuals is neéessary for control.

L., Any feature in woods which can be usec as a guide,
for maintaining diréction, must be used to the maximum,

5. A successful attack in woods requires more initiative
on the part of the individual than in open terrain.,

6. When a unit passes from the attack to the defense
and the enemy is considered capable of counterattacking, the
preparation of individual firing positions whould be an auto-
matic and continuous effort to improve that position regard-

less of the length of time it is to be occupied.
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* * fé 7. The persom&; manning i}peéia’l purpose weapon,
i Es&h as a bozobka, mﬁ.‘st}_ be -lJc'e.ited and dispos‘e.d so that
4 ; t‘E? can be effectiveigzmmployed to fire on any target in ?
; # their zone when it appears., i

&“' 8. a. An obstacle, such as mines, should be bypassed
bysthe assault elements if such action will reduce the time

required to reach the objective, ;

Rl

b. IMines are more difficult to detect and remove

[UNTRS S

when covered with heévy énéwlthan under normal weather con-
4 ditions, _

c. Tanks and infantry together can advance and seize
& town more rapidly than a force composed only of infantry.

d. Tanks can achieve a high degree of cross-country

mobility when working under the anti-tank protection of inf-

s
antry. .
‘ 9. In extremely cold weather, if an operation is to
; - continue for a period of mbre than two days, hot food, proper
i #. clothing and rest are essantial.,

h

‘ » 10, In order to utilize to the maximum the efforts that
can be obtained fromrnéw replacements assigned to a combat

* unit, special attention is required of leaders down to and

i . including the Squad Leader of the squad to which the man is

4

assigned,

ls hen an attack fails the new attack should, whenever
(X
poss§

e, be directed at the objective from a different direct-

e -

_‘01'1. F
ﬁ 12. lihen attacking through woods, whenever possible,

i?e aftack should continue until the far edge of the woods
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