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OPERATIONS OF THg 7361H FIELD ARTILLERY BALTALION, XX
CORPS ARTILLERY (5D U, S, ARMY) IN THE CAPTURE OF THE
CI'lY OF MEYZ, FRANCE, 2 - 20 NOVEMBER 1944.
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
(Personal wxperience of a Battalion Assistant 8-2, Sur-
vey QOfficer) )

INTRODUCLION

During the iatter half of August 1944, the newly
operational rhird United States Army under its colorful
leader, General George 3. Patton, Jr., made 1ts famous
drive across France. (Map -A)

To the north of the Army zone, iX Corps, commanded by
Major General Walton A, Walker, was slowed down at Verdun,
France, on 51 August by an acute gasoline shortage., XII
Corps making a parallel drive a few miles south had also run
short of gasoline. (1) |

Sufficient gasoline was furnished to reconnaissance
elements, however, to enable them to reach the Moselle kKiver
during the period 1 - 3 September 1944, <these patrols brought
back the information that the city of Metz and the river were
being prepared for defense by the retreating Germans. (2)

By © September 1944, gasoline was'again avellable and
XX Corps, on direction of ihird Army, completed plans to
renew the attack on 7 September, 'this attack was to launch
a drive through Metz to the rhine River. (&)

the attacking 7th Armored, 5th Infantry, and 90th Ine-
fantry Diﬁisions in XX Corps zone met increasing eneny
registence at the Moselle River line. (4) XII Corps

(1) a-1, p. 1; A&-5, p. 119-120; (2) a-1, p. 2; 4&-5,
p. 121; (3) 4A-l, pe 2; (4) 4-1l, p. 2-3.



crossed the Moselle, captured Wesncy, France, and advanced to

the Sellle River. Finally, on order of 12th Army Group, the

entire Third Army stopped its offensive on 25 September 1944,
(5)

This marked the beginning of a period of operations con-
sisting mostly of holding the ground gained but also includ-
ing many limited objective attacks against selected areas in
the enemy defense system, (6) The Army did not undertske =&

coordinated offensive again until 8 November 1944. (7) C»i/

METZ - FORTRESS CITY

Metz had been the scene of wars since its founding in
Celtic times, but prior to World War II it was last teken by
. assault in 451 A,D., when it was occupied by the Huns. (8)
It has, however, changed hands many times since then as =
result of other military actlion. (9)

In 1870 the invasion of France by the Germans resulted
in thelr gaining control of the city, and it was ruled by
them until after World War I. (10)

Prior to this, the French had built a ring of fifteen
forts around the city. These were completed in 1866, four
years before the start of the German rule. (11)

The Germans improved on this fortification system by
building twenty eilght permsnent forts and fortlfied groups
on hills sbout six miles from the center of the city. (12)
(Map B) These outer ring forts differed from those of the

| é5} A-4, p. 93; (6) A-12, p. 126; (7) A-12, p. 126, 144;
'(8 A-1, p. 63 (9) A-1, p. 6; (10) (11) A-1, p. 7;
12



older inner ring in that they were fortified artillery posi-
tions instead of infantry strong points. (13)

After the Uermans agéin took possession in 1940, they
started an extensive project to modernize the lnner ring,

Th;s modernization included emplacing guns, reinforcing weak
structures, building bunkers, (14) digging trenches, and in-
stalling communicatlion systemé to connect key forts. (15}

As a result of the successful Allied invasion of Francé‘l:a
and the start of the drive to the east, a program to improve
all the forts and emplace as many artillery pieces as possible
was ordered by Adolf Hitler., He also ordered that they were
to be held at all costs. (18)

The XX Corps Operatioﬁal Report for this periecd describes
the outer ring by saying: (1%7) -

"Each one of the outer ring of forts was composed of a

main central fort with two or. three smaller reserve

forts, batteries of casements. ‘(18) All forts or

groups accommodated 2,000 or 3,000 men aplece and a

crew of 150 or 200 ﬁen was required for egch battery.

The communication system was excellent and was such
. that the defenders of one fort had either direct com-

munications with other forts or indirect communication

with each other through a central exchange in Metz."

Because of its heavy fortifications and cglculated
ability to delay or stop the advancing Americans, Metz was
extremely important to the UGermans. It was also an important
(13) 4-1, p. 8; (14) Compartments; (15) 4-1, pe 7;

(16) 4a-1, p. 8; (17) 4&-1, p. 9; (18) A bombproof chamber
in a fort in which cannons are mounted.



road and rail center, (Map D) and fit into their overall
strategic plan as an administrative center which was ‘to be
used later as a concentrstion point for ammunition and
weapons to be employed in a large scale counteroffensive.

(19) | LK

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The month of October was spent by Third Army in a de-
fensive role. Most of the limited objective attacks under-
taken were successful in gaining ground, but some, such as
the 5th Infantry Division assault of Fort Driant, met with
failure. {20)

By 1 November, the armies along the entire front were
generally sbreast, and the Supreme Commander of the Allied
Forces was ready to launch new attacks.

The U. S. Seventh &rmy whiéh had landed in southern
France had linked up with the Third Army on the south late
in September. To the north the U. 8. First Army, which had
peralleled the advances of the Third Army across France, was
on the same general line. (Map C)

On 22 October 1944, Third U, S. Army recelved Letter of
Instruction Number 10, 12th U. 8. Army Group. In these in-
structions the Army was given the mission of advancing in
its zone to the Rhine River in the Mainz-Worms area and
selzing a bridgehead if the situation permitted. (21)

Plans were prepared for accomplishing this mission, and
(19) a-1, p. 8; (20) A&-1, p. 10-11; (21) A-12, p. 111,
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on 3 November, 12th U, S. Army Group lssued an operationsal
directive which gave the Army instructions for the resumption
of the offensive. (22)
Enemy troops facing the Army at this time wére: (Map C)
416th Infantry Division
Part of 19th Infantry Division
462d Infantry Divislon
Elements of 48th Infaqt?y Division
559th Infantry Division
36l1lst Infantry Division
17th SS Panzer Grensadier Division (23)
1419th Fortress Battalion
1415th Fortress Battallon
45th Machine Gun Battalion
53d Machine Gun Battalion )
11th Panzer (24) Division - ({suspected).

These troops totaled about 42,500 personnel. (25)

On 1 November the Germen LXXXII Infantry Corps, commend-
ed by Generaleutant Hoennlein took over the control of the
troops in this sector.

Generaleutnant Kittel, who was an expert on defense, was
'brought from the eastern front to command the 4624 Division,
(27) but he arrived too late to greatly influence the out-
come of the action. (28)

On the Americen side of the line, Third Army had the XX
and XII Corps operational and the recently added III Corps,
(22) A-12, p. 1243 (23) Armored Infentry Division; (24)

Armored; (25) 4-12, p. 126; A-1, p. 14; (26) &-1, p. 14;
(27) (28) A-1, p. 15.



which was nonoperational.

The XII Corps on the szouth held a sizable bridgehesad
over the Moselle River. (Map C) This Corps consisted of
three infantry and ﬁwo armored dlvislons,

To the north, the 5th Infantry Division of XX Corps
held an extenslion of the same brldgehead,

XX Corps also had the 90th and 95th Infantry Divisions,
the 10th Armored Divislon, and Task Force Polk. (29) (Map
C)

The situation can be summed up by saying that the Ger-
mens haed a well prepared defensive position manned by an
inferior force while the American advantages were superiority

in numbers and better maneuverabllity,

XX CORPS PLAN OF ATTACK

The task of cgpturing Metz fell to the XX Corps, and
plans were worked out to accomplish this, (Map D)

The mission as stated in Corps! Field Order Number 12,
dated 3 November 1944 was:

"XX Corps atks on D—Day; to encircle and destroy the

garrison of METZ fortified area and to selze brhd over

the SAAR R intact, Pfepare to resume the atk to the

NE." (30)

Subordinate units of the Corps were given thé followlng

instructions:

1, 5th Infantry Division - Attack on the south and

(29) 3d Cavalry Group reinforced by 689th and 241st FA Bat-
telions, 807th TD Battalion, and 135th Engr (C) Battalion;
(50) A_l, P- 62-



move to block a1l routes of withdrawal from
Metz. (31)

2, 95th Infentry Division - Meke a vigorous demon-

stration of crossing the Moselle Rlver 1n the
vicinity of Uckange, maintain constant pressurse
on the enemy, be prepared to follow-up any enemy
withdrawal, and be prepared to attack and selze
Metz on Corps order. £32)

3. 90th Infentry Division - Pass through Task Force

Polk on the night of D-D plus one and cross the
Moselle River in the vicinity of Koenlgsmacher,
prevent the enemy from withdrawing from.Metz, and
aid in preventing enemy reinforcements belng
brought into the area. (33)

4, 10th Armored Division - Attack through the 90th

Infantry Division on Corps order and reconnoiter
to the Saar River wlth one combat command to selze
bridges over the Saar intact from Merzig south.
The remainder of the dlvislon was to protect the
Corps left flank and ald in preventing the enemy
from reinforcing the Metz garrison from the north
or northeast. (34)

5. B83d Infantry Division - (Part of First Army - Un-

der operational control of XX Corps). ZExplolt a
breskthrough using only two reglmentsl combatb

teams. This restrlction was imposed by the Com~-

(31} &a-1, p. 62; (32) 4&-1, p. 62-83; (33) A-1l, p. 63;
(34) A"'l’ De 635,
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G

manding Generel, 12th Army Group. (35)

Task Force Polk - Be relieved from its mission of
screening the-northern'flank of the Corps zone upon
the assault crossing of the 90th Infantry Division,
assemble in the vieinity of Evrange, and be attached

to the 834 Infantry Division on Corps order. (36)

XX CORPS ARTILLERY PLAN OF SUPPORT

During the month of October, XX Corps Artillery had

¢losely controlled smmunition expenditure in order to build

up a supply for the coming offensive, (37)

The

Corps Artillery Commander had the following units

to employ in the support of the atteck to be launched on 8

November:

(38)
Headgquarters XX Corps Artillery
Headquarters III Corps Artillery
1l - PField Artillery Observation Battalion
(Plus 1 Flash and 3ound Babtery)
6 - Field Artillery Group Heasdquarters
17 2/3 - Field Artillery Battallons
3 - 105 mm howitzer
- 105 mm armored howitzer
- 155 mm howitzer

2
5
l -~ 4,5 inch gun
1 - 155 mm gun (M-1)
1

- 155 mm gun (S/P)

(35) A-5, p. 159; (36) 4&-l, p. 64; (37) 4&-3, p. 25;
(38) 4&-3, p. 25, 26, 31,

AN .
/11 /
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q3h&3 nine field ertillery battaslions, the artillery of the 10th

. e
A el

2 - 8 inch howitzer
2 « 240 mm howltzer
2/3 - 8 inch gun
1 Battalion - 14 captured weapons (mixed types)

Fort Guentrange guns - 8 - 100 mm

S

Since the Corps zone was wide and the scheme of maneuver

required two maln attacks, problems of control would result
if one central command post were used. This difficulty was
avoided by placing the recently arrived III Corps Artillery
Hoadguarters in operational control of the two field artil-
lery group headauarters, one flash and sound battery, and
four snd two thirds field artillery battallons firling in
support of the 5th Infantry Division. (39)

Po the north in support of the 90th Infantry and 10th
Armored Divisions there would be one field artillery obser-

vation battallion, three field ertillery group headguarters,

Armored Division until the division was pessed through the
S0th Infantry Division, and the Fort Guentrénge guns. (40)

The 95th Infentry Division would be supported by one
field artillery group headguarters, two field artillery bat-
talions, and the captured weapons battalion, with edditlional
support from some of the battallons farther north 1f needed.
(41)

One 105 mm howitzer battalion was attached to the 90th

Infentry Division end one to the 5th Infantry Division. (42)

(39) A&-3, pe 26, 31; (40) A-3, p. 26, 31; (41) &-3,
p. 26; (42) A-3, p. 26, 31, _
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Units were to be moved prior to the attack lnte posi-
tlons from which they could accomplish their new missions.
All moves would be worked into XX Corps gnd XX Corps Artil-

lery plans for secrecy. (43)

THE BATTALION SITUATION

-
The 736th Field Artillery Battalion was to be the only !
8 inch howitzer battalion used in support of the northern \Vg
attack., The other batﬁalion of 8 inch howitzers availsble
to Corps Artillery Headousarters was included in the artil-
lery supporting the.soﬁthern attack. (44)
The battalion had been in position near St. Marcel,
France -- directly west of an approximately nine miles from
Metz -- since 14 September 1944. (45) (Map C)
The battelion command post and fire-direction center

{46) were located in the school house. Headguarters and Seff

‘vice Batteries were both located in the village and the three

Qﬁ;RU;;uyﬁf 'firing batteries were dlspersed around its outskirts.

The firing batteries were well dug in to include under-

j” ground shelters with built in bunks for the men.

Nf; QFJP | In Battery C the howitzer p031tions had been prepared
iﬂ’fw lwith a bulldozer, Dirt was pushed from the center of each

individual howitzer position to form a parapet. These para-

(43) &-3, p. 263 (44) 4a-3, p. 31; (45) A-10, p. 7, 9;
(46) The fire-dlrection coenter conslists of personnel, equip-
ment, and communication facilities necessary to assist the
comander in the execution of the mission of fire support.

Tn the execution of fire direction orders, personnel of the
fire-direction center prepare firing data for both observed
and uncbserved fires, and conduct unobserved fires. In ad-
dition to his other duties, the 8-3 is the gunnery officer of
the battalion. He plans and supervises the activities of the
fire-direction center (FM 6-40, p. 337-338).

13-



/ pets were made even thicker and higher by dirt which was

pushed toward them from the outside. The inslde of each
emplacement was lined with spproximately 1500 to 2000 sand
bags and sand bags were used to cover the tires of the

howitzers. GCovered ammunition pits were prepared inside the

ﬂ parapets. (47)

The finished paraspets were approximately twenty feet

- thick at the base and four feet thick at the top. On the
inside, the height from the bottom of the emplacement to the
top of the parapet was approximately seven feet. Howltzers
Ein these emplacements could be damaged only by a direct hit.
2(48)

Five personnel dugouts were also constructed. They were

forty to seventy feet long, sbout eight feet wide, and had
hn inside clearance of sbout seven feet. The roofs for these

fdugouts were constructed of a layer of pine logs, a layer of

Air Corps landing strip materisl, a layer of tar paper, and
a layer of four feet of earth., (49)
The dugouts were furnished with ceptured steel cots and

with a stove., In this battery, which was located near. town,

: electriclty hed even been provided by connecting into the

civilian line. (50)

This major construction project was not completed with-
out a great change in the appearance of the area. To regeain
a 1little of the 0ld appesarance, caﬁouflage nets were used
and winter wheat was plented on the fresh earth of both the

(47) (48) (49) (50) Statement of Lt. Knight, Exec. of -
ficer of Battery C, dated 24 January 1949,

14



jparapets and the dugout roofs., (51)

Morale in the battery was very high at this time. (52)

Personnel of the battalion had accepted this position

+ as home because of their personal efforts and ingenuity in

preparing thelr living guarters and because of the false 1dea

. shared by many that they were dug in for the winter., Morale

in the entire battalion was high in splite of rain, almost

knee deep mud, the long period of relatively little firing,

- and the feeling that the Germans had definitely stopped the
- eastward drive until spring. Letters no longer reflected
' the bellef that all would be home for Christmas -- a belief

- which grew during the mad dash across France -- but the faith

in ultimate victory had not been shaken. (53)

This genersl feeling of "wait for spring and in the
meantime make the best of the situation" was abruptly
shattered on 2 November when preparations were started to
resume the offensive, All possible preparations for the
pending night move werelmade during the short winter day.
Howitzers were kept under their camouflage nets but were put
in traveling.position, tractors and trucks were glven thorough
checks by their drivers, supplies and ammunltion were loaded
observers were called in from observation posts, and all
possible wire lines were pleked up by wire teams. These prep-
arations wére, however, carefully controlled to avold warning
the enemﬁ of the move. (54)

The battalion left its familiar position that night

(51) (52) Statement of Lt. Knlght, Exec. O0ff, Battery G,
dated 24 Jesnuery 1949; (53) (54) Personal knowledge.

15



under the cover of darkness. (55)

It was Imperative that the move of the battallon, like
the movement of all other troops in the area, be made in
absolute secrecy. For this reason, camouflage nets were
left in position to preserve the same appearance from the
air, and elements of the 234 Special Troops {(ETOUSA) moved
into the old howitzer positions to fire powder charges as
part of the higher heﬁdquarters plan to decelve the enemy.
At the same time these powder chsarges were set off, artil-
lery remaining in the area would fire into enemy territory
to further add to the realism. (56)

This higher headquarters plan for deception also in-
¢luded changing shoulder patches to the 3d Cavelry Group
patch, leaving some communication nets in the old position,
leaving air OP's (57) in the o0ld position, and strict con-
trol of civilian traffic. (58)

The move was made without great difficulty, and by day-
break the battélion was bivouacked near Ottange, about 20
miles nofth of the old St. Marcel firing position., (Map C)

The bivouac area was a dense woods, so no problems of
concealment were encountered., The engines of the heavy
vehicles were not started again until the battalion was_ready
to move to the firing position, and laughter and loud talk-
ing were prohibited to avoid detection. (59)

A slow cold rain fell during the entlire time spent in

this bivouazc area, and.the ground was wet and soggy In spite

(55) A-10, p. 9; (586) &-~3, p. 26; Personal knowledge;
(57) A liaison type aircraft with pilot and observer; (58)
A-~3, D. 263 (59) Statement of Lt. Knight, Exec O, Battery

C, dated 24 January 1949.

16



of the fact that the area was on tép of a steep hill., The
battalion was alerted by higher headquarters, and made ready
to move out on thirty minutes notice. This alert lasted for
two days and three nights prior to the actual move into fir-
Ing position., (60)

In Battery A the reconnaissance officer was left in
charge during most of this time. He allowed the men to pitch
shelter tents and lie down in their clothes to get what
sleep they could. (61) This was a much more libergl inter-
pretation of the alerf order then was mede in Battery C,

here the men were not allowed this priviledge. (62)

Kitchens were not set up because of the alert, so cold
rations were lasued. Thils added to the other discomforts
had a decidedly adverse effect on morale., (63)

The battalion commander, members of the battalion staff, fecoH
and battery commanders and their executlve officers went
forward on reconnalssance of the assigned firing position
near Soetrich. On 6 and 7 November, the battery executive
officers of the three firing batteries were allowed to go
to the firing vposltions with small crews to prepare the exact
locatlon of the individual howitzers. ‘rhey were also to as-
sist their battery commanders in planning the organlzation
of the battery positlons, and in selecting routes into each
of the'howitzer locations. A well oriented gulde would then
be posted at the road to lead each tractor driver %o the exact
spot where his howltzer would be emplaced. (64)

(60) Statement of Lt. Knight, =xec 0, Battery C, dated 24
Jan 49; (61) Personal knowledge; (62) Statement of Lt.
Knight, Exec 0, Battery C, dated 24 Jan 49; (635) Personal
knowledge; Statement of Lt. Knight, kExec 0, Battery C, dated
24 Jan 49; (64) Personsal knowledge.
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~The battallon survey offlcer end hils section of elght
men were 1ncluded 1n those allowed to go forward. He was
permitted to complete the position area survey. this sur-
vey was necessary to accurately locate the base plece (65)
of each of the three firing batteries so the fire directlon
center personnel could plot them on the firing chart. (66)

The communicatlon officer and a small party made neces-
sary checks of wire routes and command post locations, and
laid a few essential wire lines to the batteries,

In the area asslgned to Battery C there was so much
~surface wabtor that a new positlion area was requested by the
battgry executive officer. This request was deniedx&/fé?)

By the afternoon of 7 November, all prior reconnalssance

end preparations had been completed. (A;{/

———

Ty

‘¢HE BATTALION PLAN OF SUPPORY

the 736th Fleld Artillery Battalion, as part of the
195th Fleld Artillery Group, was to be in general support

of the 90th Infentry and the 10th Armored Divisions. (68)
; S peTInIcH
Movement into the firing positiongyould be completed

under the cover of darkness on the night of 7 - 8 November,
and registration (69) was to be accomplished on 8 November.,

This registration was limited to one gun per battalion in

(66) The plece for which data are computed and with reference
to which data for other pieces are determined, (FM 6-40, p.
424); (66) Map, photo map, or grid sheet on which base
pleces and known locations 1n the target area are plotted.
Used for determining ranges and shifts to targets; (67)
Statement of Lt, Knight, =xec 0, Battery C, dated 24 Jan 49;
(68) A-3, pe 31§ (69) Adjustment on a base polnt or check
point. ‘ -
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compliance with an order from Corps Artillery. (70)

The plean included one ground observation post for the
battalion. ‘this post was required by the group artillery
commander and the location, Hill 12, was given to the Bat-
talion S-2 by the. Group S-2, Ythis location would permlt
coordination with ground observers from other battallions of
the group farthér north, but would not enable pérsonnel of
the #36th Field Artillery Battallon to see all of the ares
covered by its fire, elther in depth or laterally. (71)

{(Map E)

‘'he inability to observe from the ground to the & inch
howitzeris maximm range of 18,500 yards was normal since
it was almost always impossible to find a location from which
an observer could see ton miles. ‘L'he lateral observation
was limited by the ridge leading from Fort Koenigsmacher to
the southeast. Points north of Fort Koenigsmacher were not
visable from Hill 1s2. (Map H)

the limitation on the use of Air OPis because of the
need for secrecy made it imperative that the one ground ob-
server cover as much of the ares as possible. <1he recon-
naissance officers of both Batteries B and C had been attach-
ed to another unit for a speciasl forward observer milssion,
so no trailned observers were available to establish these
needed observatlon posts, (%2)

v Following the support of the river crossings at Cattenom
and Malling and the establishing of the bridgehead in that
(10) A-3, p. 26; (71) Personal knowledge; (72) Personal
knowledge.,.
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‘ area, the battalion would move on group order to render
continuing general support in the zone of the 90th Infantry
and the 10th Armored divislons.

¥Fire missions assigneG to heavy artillery battalions
are not, for the most part, close support of front line
troops. The normal missions are long range counterbattery,
herrassing, anG interdiction fires. This requirement to
fire deep into enemy held territory mede it necessary to
closely follow the moves of the lighter battalions in order
to best utilize the fire capabilities. The Corps Artillery
Cormander did not sllow even his heavy battalions to lag
behind and lose the ability to hit targets a few thousand
yards farther into the enemy rear aress., (73)

Little long range planning could be done other than
meke tentative plans to oceupy future favorable positions,
The actual moves made would depend upon the success of the

supported assault troops.

MOVEMSNT TO THE FIRING POSITION - T
AND PROPATATION FOR SUPTORT

&k SOC-E'TRJCH lerde "
The night move to the firing positlonjywas made without

serlous incident, but considerable difficulty was encounter-
ed in getting the howitzérs through the hub deep mud after
they left the rocad. In Battery A 1t was necessary to drag
the howitzers through the mud with two 18 ton M-4 tractors
instead of the usual one, and there was considerable doubt

at times that even this extras traction would be sufficlent,.(74)

(73) (74) Personal knowledge.
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The battalion had no trucks 1afger than the 2% ton
GMC. Since a 100% overload had been authorized, the am-
munltion trucks were hauling gpproximately fi1fty projectiles
each. The welght of this load can be visualized better
when it 1s remembered that each 8 inch howitzer projectile
welghs 200 pounds,

As soon as these trucks left the roed to enter the
truck park, they mired in the soft field, Ome truck in
Battéry A snapped a rear axle when only a few yards off the
hard surfaced roasd and most of the trucks hauling asmmnition
had to be towed to the motor pmrk by tractors, (75) |

In Battery C the situation was even worse, Thils bat-
tery arrived et the firing position at 1900 hours on 7

LV“J'&js:\‘l\lovem.ber end 1t was not until 1200 hours the.next day that

fA&} the howltzers were flnally ready to fire. Thls was a period
of‘gevenpgen hours for emplecling the pieces as compared with
a normal time of sbout two hours in other positions whéra
some rud was encountered and howitzers were emplaced at
night. (76)

In this aresa, two tractors were of no more velue than
one slnce the tractors sank into the mud from thelir own
weight, An attempt to winch the howitzers in failed, at
first, because the tractor was dregged back instead of the
howltzer moving forward, Two tractors were flnally used %o
anchor the one employing its winch, and the howltzers were
dragged Into position a winch cable length at s time. All
three tractors would then move forward another winch cable

(75) Personal knowledge; (76) Statement of Lt, Knight,
Exec 0, Battery C, dated 24 Jan. 1949,
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length, end the procedure was repeated. This was done
enough times to reech the final positlon. The wheels had
gone Into the mud so deeply that the howitzers slld along
on the bottom of the lower carriasge. (77)

Because of the deep ruts cut by the tractors and howit-
zers, camouflege wes very difflcult. The muddy cemouflage
nets themselves were not easy to put over the positions. 4s
a result of lack of sleep and extreme exertlion, the men Iln
the battery were so tired that they had become careless
gbout camouflage discipline, (78)

In spite of the extreme difficulty encountered, all
howltzers in the battallon were in position by noon on 8
November snd positions were improved throughout the‘day in
preparetion for the firing on 9 November,

Prior to daybreak on 8 November the reconnaissance
officer of Battery A, who had accompesnied the Battalion S=2
on a daylight reconnaissance the day before and who had
been briefed on the situation, drove over a concegled route
through the Cattenom Forest, to Hill 182, (Map E) He took
with him hls driver and one other enlisted man. A&n SCR 610
radlo, & telephone, fleld glasses, and a battery cormanders
telescope, (79) made up the equipment needed to establish
the observatlon post.

A wire lline was brought to the edge of the forest neanr
Hill 182 by a battelion wire team, The observation post
group exXtended this 1ine to the top of the hill and other

(77} (78) Statement of Lt. Knight, Exec 0, Battery C,
dated 24 Jen, 1949; (79) Observing instrument.

22



final preparations were made to observe the registration
in the afternoon, | Efét_

From this high ground, the line of the Moselle River Pzt
from a polnt even with Fort Koenigsmacher south to the
edge of Thionville was clearly visible, (Map E) The area
.directly across the river to the east was generally flat,
but, because of wooded areas, it was impossible to find &
road intersection or other similar terrain feature which
could be definlitely located on both the ground and on the
1/25;000 map belng used in the fire-direction center to
prepere the firing chart. (80)

After a very careful search of the area, it was found
that the only objects which could be used as check points
(81) were a few prominent church stéeples.

The $-3 in telephone conversation with the observer
finally agreed that, although 1t was not desirable, the
church steeples would have to be used,

In spite of the difficulties of observation as a
result of rain and the generally foggy atmoaphere, regis-
trations were successfully completed on the church steeple
in Valmestroff and on the one in Basse Ham. (Map E)

If the need for complete secrecy In the preparation
for the attack had not prevented the use of Alr 0OP'a, the
observers from this higher altitude would have been able to
locate a road intersection or other suitable check point
(80) Withoﬁt this definite location on both the ground and
the firing chart, a registration is of no value in computation
of firing data for future unobserved fire; (8l) A visable

point of known locatlion selected as a target for registbatlon,
(FM 6-40, p. 424),
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and the regretable damage to the churches would not have
been necessary. |

A third reglatration in the northern part of the erea
of battalion fire possibility (82) was desired because cor-
rections obtained from registration on any single check
polnt are valld for only limited range changes and deflaction
shifts from that point., Attempts to find a suitable polnt '
on-the Fort Koenlgsmacher Ridge or to the north of 1t were
futile, (83)

—

With the howltzers in position, the registration and ‘l/
subsequent computations completed, and the battallon com-
mand post and fire.direction center estgblished in a cafe

in Soetrich, the battslion was ready to fire in support of

the river crossing.,.

RELIEF OF THE BATTALION COMMANDER

No discussion of this period of operation of the
736th Fleld Artilléry_Battalion wounld be complete without
an account of the relief of the battalion commander, Lt,
Colonel Ernest J. Stocks, on 8 November.

The reason glven for this relief was the fact that the
XX Corps Artillery Commander, Brig. General Jullus E. Slack,
while making an inspection of the progress of the battalion
in its preparatlions, discovered that camouflage discipline
-1n the Battery C area was poor, .

The specilfic things discovered by Brig, General Slack
durlng his inspection of the number three howitzer of this
(83) Personal knowledge; (82) Area in which the battalion
could deliver fire. .
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battery were: (84)

1, Two men wearing (D knilt caps without helmets,

2e A very small open fire.

3. Two or three shelter tents pitched in the open.

4, Ammunition poorly stacked.

5« The howitzer tube not completely covered with
the camouflage net,

6. Two or three OD blankets hanging on a wire
fence to dry,

The sctiorf taken by Brig. General Slack Was: (85)

1. He went to the howitzer and admonished gll

¥Wiho were present,
1ah&#4;§£ndé 2. He reduced all non-commissioned officers and
e privates first class to private,. |

5, He fined the battery commandef one hundred

dollars,

4, He relieved the battsllon commander, Qh)(f

It is well to point out here that General Slack hed P25
visited this same battery while 1t was 1n the St, Marcel
position, and had complemented battery personnel and the
battalion commander on the fine emplacements constructed
there; He stated to the battery executive officer at that
tlme that the position was the best field fort;fication he
had seen in Europe. He even ssid that he intended to invite
General George C, Marshall, who was then on a tour of in-

spection in Europe, to inspect the position. (86)

(84) (85) (86) Statement of Lt, Knight, Exec 0, Battery C,
dated 24 Jan, 1949
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Major Martin G. Welss, then executive officer of the
nearby 733d Field Artillery Battalion, was designated as the
officer to assume command. (87) The new battalion commander,
knowing the reason for the relief of the former commander,
immediately inltlated a series of harrassing inspections of
all installations of the command.

This was done in such a way that members of the battalion
were left with the impression that the new commander had ab-
solutely no faith in anyone's ability and that he was of the
definite opinion he hsd sssumed command of a unit of sub-
standard operational proficlency and discipline,

The effect of this attitude can be appreciated only if
the reader is informed of the extreme loyalty of the command
to Colonel Stocks, together with the reasons for this loyalty.

The battalion was orgenized at Fort Ord, Californis, in
the summer of 1943 and went through its first individusl and
unit training at that post under the leadership of a bat-
talion commander who failed in buillding up esprit de corpse.

During this perilod of tfaining, it was notliceable to
those in the battalion that individual batteries were, on
the whole, well trained and capable of executing battery
field problems with little or rio trouble, and equally as
noticesble that battalion problems met with considerably less
success becsuse of lack of sufficient prior plaenning, coor-
dination, end teasmwork. (88)

As = result of the sbove situation, the battalion failed
(87) A-10, p. 9; (88) Personal knowledge.
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to pass Army Ground Forces tests taken at Hunter Liggett
Regservation, California, early in 1944, This faiiure re~
sulted in the relief of the baftalion commandey and Lt,
Colonel Stocks (then Major) who had been Executive Officer
of the 738th Field Artillery Battelion -~ a battalion whieh
had passed the teats with the same amount of trailning and
under the same conditions that resulted in fallure for the
736th -- aszsumed command,

Lt. Colonel Stocks was immediately popular with both
officers and enlisted men, and, as a result, an almost over=
night change came over the entire battalion. He soon had
the battalion operating as a unit with esprit de corps and
excellent teamwork,

After a very short periocd of intensive training the
battalion easily passed the tests on 15 April 1944, (89)
This success added even more to the growing feeling of be-
longing to a "good outfit" and the "old man" was hailed as
almost a hero. |

This explalns the tendency of members of the battalion
te compare the actions of all succeeding commanders to what
they bellieved Lt. Colonel Stocks would have done in a like
sltuation, Thls comparison often led to an undercurrent of
critielism, and certalnly led to lower morale in the unit,

MajJor Welss, being the flrst succeasor, was tlms com-
pared and criticlzed most and, although he was an extremely
capable artillery officer, he did not enjoy the complete

(89) A-lO, Ps S
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support of those who served under him. (90)
This lack of support was not apparent in the battallon's
sbi1lity to move, shoot and communlcate, but 1t dlid lead to a

great deal of unnecessary dissatlsfaction and many mlsunder-

SUPPORT OF THE RIVER CROSSING Ej

The 90th Infantry Division also moved on the night of

astandlings.

7 - 8 November. (91) Its final assembly area was the
Cattenom Forest just to the west of Cattenom. (Map E) In
this area the infantry commanders made their final prepara-
tions for the attack the following mornlng.

No artillery preparation was fired for the attack, . which
started at 0330 hours on 9 November, (92) exéept for firing
by the assault guns of the 3d Cavalry Group; (93) The
primary purpose of this firing was to deceive the enemy. The
noise of the assault guns covered the nolse made by the-in--
fantry on the west bank of the river. ©Since these guns had
been Iin the area for some time, thelr nolse did not warm the
enemy of the attack.

The Corps Artillery did fire counterbattery missions

starting at H-hour. The 736th Fleld Artillery Battalion
f fired missions as ordered by the 195th Fleld Artillery Group.

The 358th Infantry and the 359th Infantry made success-

ful crossings (94) in spite of the rising level of the river,

which by this time was approximately 300 to_600 feet wide,

—

(90) Personal knowledge; (91) 4-1, p. 20; (92) A-9, p.
52; (93) A-1, p. 20; (94) 4&-1, p. 20,
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The width, at the time original plans for the crossing were
made, had been only 118 feet. (95)

The first move of the infantry met with little opposi-
tion and by nightfall the bridgehead was well established.
The 359th Infantry, which had crossed at Malling on the left,
had reached and captured Petite Hettenge, Metrich and Kerl-
ing, whilé the 358th Infantry, which had crossed at Cattenom,
was located in the vicinity of Fort Koenigsmacher and the
towvn of Kdenigsmacher. The 357th Infantry had two battalions

~across the river. (96) (Map E)

Between 9 and 14 NWovember, the 736th Fleld Artillery
Battallon continued to support the bridgehead by firing
missions assigned to it.

The observer on H111 182 continued to seek likely tar-
gets, but actusl adjustments observed from that point were
nothing more than further registrations on check points. = All
intelligence information gsthered, particularly last minute
observations of the extent of the flood waters, was forwarded
to battalion headcuarters, (97)

The river had swollen by 10 November until it was ap-
proximately one and one half mlles wide. (98) This obstacle
seriocusly hindered the crossing operation and, as a result,
the infantrj was Tighting with no armor support. artillery
fipe was still being delivered from the west side of the
river, since not even iine division's own direct support
batialion's hed been sble to cross to the cast side.

(55) A4-9, p. 52; (98) A

- 20, 21; (97) Personal
knowledge; (98) A4-1, p. 22 9

. 52,
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Cn 11 ﬁovémber, Fort Koenligsmacher fell to the 358th
Infantry. (995)

On 12 Kovember, & deterﬁined‘counterattack vas launchea
by elements of the enemy's 25th Panzer Grenadier Division
against the 359th Infantry along the Petite ilettange=Kerling
Road. This attasck wvas sucéessfully stopped at Petite Hettsange
in spite of the lack of friendly armor support. The fire of
2ll availsble artillery within reach was brought down on the
enemy. (100)

Of this attack, Genersl Géorge 3, Patton, Jr., Command-
ing General Third U. S. &rmy, said: (101)

"on the twelfth, the 90th Divislon received a

ij/‘:%i;(nw violent counterattack by the egquivalent of a
g#b '?;:ygﬁﬁwb. German infantry division. Thls they repelled
d eﬂa b)}J in a very gallant manner glthough they had no
tanks and no tank-destro&er guns on the esast
side of the Moselle River. However, the Corps
Artillery to the extent of some thirty battalions
came in effectively".
in describing a vlislt he made on 14 November to the
scene of this attack, General Patton said further:
"General Van Fleet (102) took us to see the battle-
field of the twelfth, end I have never seenh SO many
deead éermans in one place in my life. They extend-
ed for g distance of about a mile, practically
shoulder to shoulder®., (10C3)
(99) 4a-1, pe. 23; (100) 4-1, p. 23, 24; (101) &-5, p.
171; (102) Commanding General, 90th Infentry Division;
(103) 4-5, p. 172,
30



MOVING ACROSS THE MOSELLE RIVER

By 14 November, pontoon bridges had been completed at
Melling and Cattenom, and on that date a Bally Bridge was
finished at Thionville, This bridge was 190 feet long (104)
and was capable of supporting tanks and heavy artillerj.

The bridge site at Thionville had been taken by the
96th Infantry Division.

VThe pontoon bridges allowed the transportation.of the
iInfantry and the direct support artillery to cross, and on
the afternoon of 14 November, the 10th Armored Division
started to cross the bridge at Thionville and pass through
the 90th Infantry Division. (105)

In keepling with its mission of general support, the
736th Fleld Artillery Battalion displaced to the vicinity of
Cattenom on 14 November,

Battery C left its position st Soetrich et 1900 hours.
The men were fed during the move by the simple expedient of
tossing cases of "C" Rations from a jeep onto the moving
trucks snd tractors. (106)

The battery arrived at its Cattenom position at about
2200 hours and reported ready to flre the next morning. The
“mud in this position was not so bad as 1t had been at Soetrich,
but the two men who carried the projectiles to the howitzer
on a loading tray sank into the mud so deeply that they had
to be pulled out before the howitzer could be fired. (107)

Thié move meant that & new firing chart had to be pre-

(104} A-1, p. 26; (105) A-3, p. 28; (106) (107) State-
ment of Lt, Knight, Exec 0, Battery C, dated 24 January 1949.
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pared and, therefore, it was necessary to agéin regiﬁter on
one or more check points. P?gi““

Since troops on the east side of the river had started
to bregk out from the bridgehead, 1t was difficult to keep
abreast of the exact location of friendly units. For thils
reason, as well as the fact that the weather was still bad
and visibility from an Alr OP poor, 1t was decided that a
ground observer should be sent across the river,

The observation post on Hill 182 was no longer of any
value, so the observer was ordered to discontinue activities
there and report to the battalion command post for instruc-
tions. (108)

He was told to check his radio, draw necessary rations,
and proceed across the Cattenom Bridge to regiéter the bat-
talion, which would be located near Cattenom, He was further
instructed to stop at the 90th Division Artillery Command Post
in Koenigsmacher (Map E) to learn the exact location of the
infantry before trying to find a suitable vantage point from
whibh to observe the adjustment. (109)

These instructions were issued by the battalion commander
late in the afternoon and, as a result of the delay required
to prepare for the mission and the slow progress ﬁade in the
heavy stream of traffic crossing the one-way Cattenom Bridge,
Koonigsmacher was not reached until after dark.

Information received there indicated thet the front was

changing rapidly and, since no adjustment could be made at
(108) (109) Personal knowledge.
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night anywayﬂthat it was not advisable to even attempt to

find a suitable observation post in the dark.

The Battallon Commander was éontaéted by radlo. It was
not possible to communicate with the b%ttalion SCR 608 radio
while the observeré SCR 610 radio was mounted in the jeep be-
cause the signal would not pass through<the surrounding build-
ings.. This problem was solved by removing the radio from the
jeep and taking 1t to the loft of one of the bulldings where
it worked perfectly. |

Permlssion to remain in Koenigsmacher for the night was
grented, and a building scross the street from the Division
Artillery Command Post was chosen ass a sultable billet. After
a few hours sleep snatched between the nolse of the exploding
German light artillery shells which were falling at irregular

! hhodLewr MomL
intervals throughout the night, the EEEEEXEE#EEE? prepared
to complete 1ts mission. o

A further check of the situation was made and the pos-
sibilities ogﬁaving the adjustment made by a forward observer
who was alre;dy with the front line troops was investigated.
This plan was conceived with the 1dea of avolding further
deley in finding a sultable observation post. The plan was
abandoned when a brief check did not reveal an observer who
could be contacted readily. (110)

At daybresk the party left Koenigsmacher and proceeded
towsrd the front lines in the vicinity of Velmestroff. (Map

E)
(110) Personsal knowledge.
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It was discovered at this time that one vital bit of
Information had not been given tihe observer when he left the
battalion the day before. He hadrnot been informed of the
azimuth on which the batteries of the battalion would be laid,
nor had he been informed of a general area in which to seek
sultable check points. He was forced, therefore, to aék for
this information by radio,

A message was written and encoded, and an attempt was
made to contact the battalion command post. First attempts
were unsuccessful because of the location of the jeep and the
radio mounted in 1t. This caused further delay In seeking
high ground, which was found in the Fort Koenlgsmacher area.'

It was dis§OVered when a reply from the Baﬁtalion S-2
was decoded that, slthough an azimuth of fire had been re-
quested, the renly was sent in a coordinate code. This led
the observed to believe that he had received the coordinates
of the area in which a check point should be sought,

A futile search for the “coordinates" was made on sll
available maps of the area. The battalion was again contact-
ed and the S-2 was asked to repeat his Tormer message. The
same message was received, and no better results were obtain-
ed in determining where the registration should be attempted,

Feeling that he had to find a sultable check point even
though he had insufficient information, the observer proceed-
od to Valmestroff (Map E) and attempted to use the church
steeple there as an observation post. From this point, ob~

servation was so limited that no 1likely check point could be
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found. Several other egually futile attempts to accomplish
the observation mission were made during the remainder of
the day.

As derkness approached the party turned back, recrossed
the Cattenom Bridge, and reported to the battslion command
post in Gattenom. The observer felt that, since he had ut-
terly failed in his mission, the new battalion commander would
demand a complete explanation., Ie discovered that the entlre
battalion was in the process of c¢rossing the river, and thaﬁ
no.one was perturbed over the lack of a registration.

The mystery of the unlocated coordinates was solved when
the S-2 was questioned on this point. He informed the ob-
server thet he had actually sent an azimuth in mills and that
he had used the coordinate code for the numerals on the as-
sumption that the observer wbuld interpret the message correct-
lys.

The battalion completed the move across the river early
on 16 November and the batteries were emplaced 1n the vicin-
ity of Basse Ham. The heavy column with howitzers, tractors,
and ammunition trucks crossed the Baily Bridge at Thionville
while lighter vehlcles crossed the Cattenom Bridge.

ﬁy this time, the 90th Infantry Division was executing
a flanking movement to the south, and forward elements of
the 358th Infantry had taken the high ground southeast of
Inglange (Map F) in addition to sending two strong combat
patrois into Metzérvisse. Later the same day the regiment

secured the high ground east of that town, and covered by
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the fire of the XX Corbs Artillery, the asssault battaiions
advanced to the rallroad track to their front. (111)

Farther to the left, the 359th Infantry had met resist-
ance in the area of the Hackenberg fortifications. (112) The
XX Corps operational report, in speaking of the actlon at
this location, states:

"At a range of 2,000 yards, self-prbpelled guns in
&J;;;f the 359th Infantry zone, on the left, worked me- |

thodically on the Hackenberg fortificatlions, Team-

b
Agyj qb ed with the 8 inch howitzer (113), these weapons

f;ﬁ;iﬁfﬁv soon silenced the enemy guns." (114)

v It is.interesting to note thet a later inspection of

this fort showed that, "the direct fire from the 165 mm self-

propelled guns had demolished the walls and turrets, torn

guns loose from theilr mountings, énd killed the occupants of

the turrets and casemates," (115) Thus it was shown that

the high velocity direct fire of a weapon firing a 100 pound “
projectile was more effective on the fortificatlon than the NG
relatively low velocity indirect fire of a weapon firing a
200 pound projectile, |

At the time thls actilon was taking place the 10th
Armored Division was preparing for an armored attack 1in the
dlrection of Merzig to the northeast. (116)

During the two day period spent as Basse Ham, the bat-
talion requested &n engineer team to give selected enlisted
men from each battery refresher training in the detection and
(111) (1il2) A-1, p. 27; (113) The 736th FA Bn. had the
only 8" howltzers within range; (114) (115) &-1, p. 27;
(116) A~-1, p. 27
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removal of mines. This training was carried out because of
reporﬁs and evidence-of extensive mine flelds in the area.
These mine fields were fairly well marked by dead Germans,
démaged'American,equipment, and englneer marking tape. (117)
The dead Germans and demaged equipment were mute evidence of
the difficulty the mlnes had csused the retreating Germans

as well as the advancing American assault elements.

The battalioh lost no howitzers or other heavy equipment
from mines, bﬁt, on 20 November, Captain James Ball, 1st Sgte.
Joseph Manning, and Corporal Desmond Willismson were injured
when the command car of Battery C ran over a mine on the
Basse Ham - Valmestroff Road two miles south of Basse Ham,
This was & heavily traveled road which had been used by Ameri-
can troops and vehlcles for about a week. (1;8) None of
these injuries were fatal. No other casualtles resulting
from enemy action occurred during the period being discussed.
(119) ,
On 16 November, the new battalion commender made a slighg
change in battalion staff and battery personnel., The recon-
naissance officer of Battery A was ordered to report to bat-
talion headquarters and assume the duties of assistant S5-Z2,
or survey officer, while the old survey officer was ordered
to go to Battery A to become the reconnaissance officer.

This shift was considered as a demotion by the old sur-
vey officer and his sectlon of highly trained specialists,

The new assistant S-2 sensed that hils section felt a

(117) Personal knowledge; (118} 4-10, p. 9, 10; (119)
Personal knowledge. '
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definite injustice had been done their old leader., He also
knew that he had to prove himself a capable survey offlicer
immediately.

Most of this section had known him well, during the early
dajs of training at Fort Ord, California, as the motor of-
ficer of Headquarters Battery,_and had some difficulty at
first visualizing him in his new role.

With these things in mind, the survey officer called the
section together and told them that he realized they were
loyal to theilr o0ld leader and that he knew frdm.past observa-
tion that all members of the section were well trained and
well qualified survey men. He also stated that, since they
and he were about equal in knowledge of survey techniques,
any ide=s they had for speeding up or improving any particular
survey would be consldered carefully, énd if possible, 1in-
corporated in the plan for that survey. He warned them, how-
ever, that all such ideas would have to be endorsed by him
and made a definite part of the plan.

These statements apparently met with approval and no

problems of diseipline were encountered. (120)

SURVEY TECHNIWUES DURIKG THE FPINAL STAGES OF THE OPERATTION Eﬂ(oh,

.,f
it
The battalion was on the move again on 18 November.,

This moVe was necessary in order to occupy positions for

better support of the advancing front line, then moving

(120) Personal knowledge; Several months later members of

the sectlon jokingly told the officer thatb they had been afraid
he would De as inflexible in his survey ldeas as he had been in
his insistance that tire pressure be kept to the exact pound,
when he had been Hotor O0fficer,
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rapidly to the south to link up with the 5th Infantry DLivision
troops east of lletz.

The first area sssigned for firing positions was in the
vieinity of Distrolf, 'the battzlion commsnder, survey SecC-
tion, firing battery commsnders with small perties, and the
comamunications officer with a wire team went forward to mseke

a reconnaissance of the new area, while the battelion execu-
tive officer prepsared the battalion for the move.

This area hsad been reconnoitered, battery positions
selected, and survey started when orders vere recelved to oc-
cupy e position farther south at Metzeresche. (biap F) It
was stoted at the time that the battallon was being pushed
this much nhearer the front lines to enable it to fire on
main roads leading out of Metz to the east so the use of these
escape routes would be denied the enemy. (121)

The reconnaissance party found upon arrival that the
area was belng vacated by a mortar platoon and” that it was
well enough defiladed to provide suitable howitzer positions.

The survey officer was shown the lntended locetion for
the bese piece of each of the three firing batteries by the
respective battery commanders and immedisately started to
formulete his survey plan.

A position area survey only was recuired, This con-
gisted of locating the base plece of each battery in relatioﬁ
to those of the other batterles, and locating esch battery,

on the map being used as a liring chart, to the nesrest yard
(121) Personsgl knowledge.
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in both the X (right)} and Y (up) directions, as well as, to
the nearest yard verticeally (saltitude}. In addition an
orlenting line (122) was recuired in each battery position.

Before thié could be done, 1t was necessary to have a
starting point of known location (coordinates) and altitude,
as well es, a known azimuth from that polnt to enother point,

This information on the initial poiﬁt of the survey
was furnished to the battslions of XX Corps Artillery by the
7th Fleld Artillery Observetion Battalion whenever 1t was
possible.

At Metzeresche the infofmation was not availablé because
of the fast moving situaetion, so it became necessary to de-
pend on information taken from the excellent 1/25,000 maps
of the area,

Speed was essential, both because the battalion was
already on the move and because less than two hours remalned
before darkness. No time cgnsuming techniques could be em-
ployed,

It was necessary to find a point on the ground which
could be definitely located on the map and which was so
located thet it could serve as a starting point for the survey.

A well defiﬁed road junction could have been used for
this starting point, but the best point readily picked out
. was the church steeple in Metzeresche.

This was good for two reasons. First, 1t could be,
seen easily from at or near cach base piece and second, it
(122) A line of known direction, materialized on the ground,

conveniently near the firing battery, to serve as a basis for
laying for direction. (FM 6-40, p. 428).
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was known from prior experlence that churches were located
accurstely on the maps,

The fact that the steeple could be seen from each
battery area mesnt that the distance from the base plece,
or & polnt near it, to the‘steeple could be determined by
a mothod known as triangulation, {See Amnnex I} This was
desirsgble since it meant a saving of time as compared to
other slower methods of determining the distance.

The one vital fector missing was the accurate direction
" from the proposed starting point of the survey, the church
steeple, to some other point on the terrain,

A quick map and visual reconnalssance was made to try
to solve thls problem. From several points on his earlier
route of reconnaissance, the survey officer had noticed
that the church steeple in the villege of Luttange to the
south was clearly visable., The map réconnaissance in-
dicated that it would also be visable from the Metzeresche
Church steeple.

' If this were true, en angle measuring Ilnstrument might
be located high iIn the Metzeresche steeple and sighted on
the Luttange steeple, If this could be done, the required
engles to the necessary points in the firing battery areas
could be readily measured.

An examination of the church itself reVealpd that there
hed.recently been an observation post inside the steeple and
that several plank -platforms connected by ladders were part
of the permenent interilor equipment.

The survey officer easily made his way to the top plat-
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form and discovered that all necessary angles could be
measured if an aiming circle (123) were placed on the
platform snd a few loose boardé and shingles were removed.

Since the tentative plan was workseble, the entire
survey section was asasembled gnd the details of the plan
were oxplained. (See Annex II) Members of the section
were glven speeifilc jobs and the ground work was started.

The sectlon eguipment consisted of two transits and two
giming circles, either or both of which could be used to
measure the necessary angles, A decision was made to use
only the aiming circles because they were accurate énough
for the problem at hand and they could be set up, moved,
and used more rapidly,

The survey ground work was completed in sbout one and
one half hours, and the necessary computations were finished
after dark. (124)

Prior to:darkness, the firing batteries arrived. One
howitzer was quickly emplaced and the S=3 went to that
battery position in a commend car equipped wlth an SCR 608
redio. He chose a check polnt and contacted a battallon
liaison plane which was already in the sair with an observer,
Instructions were given to observe an adjustment on the
cheék pbint.

The S5-3 gave the necessary fife commends directly to
the battery executive and the familiar "on-the-way" was
soon relayed to the 6bserver in the plane., A speedy ad-
Justment was completed and the 8-3 with the resulting data
(123) An instrument used to measure horizontal and vertical
engles Iin mils, (124} Personsal knowledge. :
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proceeded to the new fire direction center in Metzeresche.
As soon as the survey computations were completed,
the coordinates and altitude of the base plece of each
battery as well as the azimuth of each orienting line were
given to the fire-direction center and the finel plotting

end computations were completed there.

/ By this time, batteries were reporting thaet they had

completed emplacing the howitzers and that they were ready
to fire, The battalion was prepared to aid in the final
phase of the encirclement and entry of Metz,

The regiments of the 90th Division were making good
progress., During the day the 359th Infantry in the centsr
haZéone through Aboncourt (Mep F) and St. Hubert and early
the next morning had captured Les Etangs. (125}

The 357th Infantry, on the left, had encountered more
obstacles, but had reached end outposted Bockenge (Map F)

by nightfall. (126)

To the right the 90th Reconnaissence Troop had relieved

the 358th Infantry and had esdvanced to Mancy. (127) (Mep F)
The capture of Les Etangs by the 359th Infantry had
cut off two enemy columns moving to the east., Artillery
fire and bombs from fighter-bombers were massed on these
columns, and sixty three vehicles were destroyed. (128)
The encirclement in this aroa was completed when the
90th Reconnaissance Troop made contact with the 735th Tank
Battalion, which was supporting the 5th Infantry Division,

at 1100 hours on 19 November, (129)
(125) (126) {(127) {(128) (129) A-1, p. 28.
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Nearer the city, elements of the 95th and 5th Infantry
Divisions had also made contact. The task of mopping up was
sterted, but it was not until 13 December that the laeat of
the forts, Jeanne d'Arc, surrendered. (130)

On 20 November the 736th Field Artillery Battalion was
ordered to move north to support the troops moving to the
northeast., (131) Thus, its part in the hilstory msking

capture of Metz was offlclally ended,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In analyzing this operation it is well to consider

. the Corps level plans and results first.

The attack on Metz from a point south as well as a
point north of the ¢ity prevented the enemy from belng able
to concentrate his forces in any one area., At first glence
it might appeér that the princliple of mass was'#iolated by
American commanders, but thls waes not true. At both attack
points sufficient troops were massed to outnumber and over-
whelm the enemy.

The pressure of the 95th Infentry Division 1n the center
served to keep enemy forces occupied who might have been used
sgalnst one or both of the maln attacks,

The enemy by'concenyrating hls forces in prepared
positions immobilized them and made 1t possible for the
attecking forces to advance through his more weakly defended
flenk areas, This effect could have been partially,‘if not

wholly, nullified if a large mobile reserve had backed up
(130) A-3, pe 303 (131) A-10, p. 10; Personal knowledge.
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;the preparad fortifled ares to glve 1t depth as well as to
;provide en all important strong counterattacking force,
?This force could have crushed the advancing'Americans.

The Corps plan for secret moves of units prior to the

attack was well thought out and well executed. It contribut-

'“quwl ed greatly to the successful employment of the princlple of
wo M
V#' surprise. It 1s doubtful, however, that the enemy surprise

would have been as complete had 1t not been for the heavy
ralns and resulting swollen rivers, The energetic executlon
of the entire plan in spite of these obstacles resulted in
the enemy being caught off guard. The complete surprise
resulting from these contrlbuting fasctors 1s well 1llustrat«
ed by the lack of oppositlon to the first waves of 1nfantry
\ crossing at Cattenom and Malling.
The Corps Artillery Commander was able to make excel-
E1ent use of the principle of mass. He had an abundance of
tartillery and so placed it that 1t could deliver meximum fire
%in support of the advancing front line troops. The heavy

~Qp§i&ﬁbatt8110ns fired effectively on targets located more deeply

t WJ‘V .intﬂ.enemy territory. Prior experience in firing into the
'b ohs REEA MRS : _
gﬁ fortified area had proven what little effect artillery hed

DM((* in neutralizing the forts themselves, so it was not mlsused

tin this manner.
’ |
The fact that artillery, when used in mass, is extreme-

1y effective was illustrated by the successful bresking up
of the relatively strong armored infantry counterattacking
force along the Petite Hettange-Kerling Road on 12 November.

Had fire not been delivered promptly and in volume, the in-
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fantry there would have suffered much greater losses.

The removal of Lt., Colonel Stocks on the eve of a pend-
"ing opersatlon shows that commanders are definitely ;esponsi-
ble for the acts of.those under their command, and that, in
splte of thelr own ability, they may sometlmes fail because
one or two men do not realize the importance of certain
restrilctions or ordersi;ﬂ
T . The @orﬂs Afgillery Commander acted decisively to cor-
rect a situstlon which he found, but it is believed that he
did not realize the impﬁct of his action on the battalion,.

+ The new commander antagonized a group of men and officers
who were already deeply hurt and critical because of the in-
justice they felt had been done to thelr former comnander, It
‘would have been better to become acquainted with the organiza-
tion first and then gradually mske the necessary changes or
improvements.

. . The situation which led to this relief might have been
avoided if the o0ld battalion commander had required every man
to attend briefing seésions while the battalion was iﬁ bivouac

at Ottange. These briefings should have outlined the lmpend-

™ ing actlon and the absolute need for secrecy.

The comparison of the effect of the direct fire from
the 155 mm gun and the indirect iire from the 8 inch howltzer
illustrated clearly that indirect fire should not be depend=-
ed upon to knock out or destroy strong'fortifications.
% The 1imited observation from Hill 182 showed that one

observation post or method of observation should not be de=-

pended upon., The limitations of this particular observation
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post were compensated for to a certaln extent by posts
established by othér artillery battalions in the same group
and later by alr observers, bput at least one other ground post
established by the battalion would have alded in complete
coverage during the morning of the first day of 6perations

as well as during the day prior to ﬁhe attack.

The observer sent across the river on 14 November failed
in accomplishing his mission because he was not given complete
instructions and as a result did not know where he should con-
centrate his efforts. A more thorough briefing would have
prevented part of his confusion end lack of effectiveness,

He would have saved time and effort himself by simply goling
back to the battalion for more informatlon instead of aim-
lessly continuing his reconnalssance for an observation post
and suitable check point."‘ﬁ

Mﬁfk c//Th;_improper use of g communication code caused more
confusion in the mind of the slready undecided observer. A
careful preparation of the message by the‘officer sending Eiﬁ e

9“_ ";f e dLfsasaason. r M' B
would have eliminated this doubt. ﬂwuviijﬁzi B Cortansr, AOrrasatsi

Lt rptigannd b Con s tfdl s a«m.g.u}:-

The survey plan adopted on 18 November, although unique .
in some respects, was sound. It enabled the batteries to
be located quickly and accurately on the maps at hand, and
contributed materislly to the accuracy of unobserved fires.,
A4 less imaginative plan would likely have resulted in either .
less speed in completion of the survey or in less accurate
information for computation of firing data.

In summing up this operation, it can be sald that the

1

enemy by leaving a comparatively isolated strong point for-
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ward of his main line of defense, with the mission of defend-
ing to the last man, lost an important city, vast eamounts of
materiel, and a large number of men. The attacker, on the
other hand, gained important terrain from which to launch

further attacks sgalinst the main defense,
LESSONS

1. The principle of mass can be applied when attacking

at more than one point provided abtecking forces at each point

are superior to the attacked forces.
2. The prlnciple of surprlse can be applied with gcod

waML results 1f adequate plans are. made and the plans are ener-

%d ; getlcally put into practice by all participants in the opera-
Yl _

tion,

3, Strong defenses are of llttle value if lccated where

)ggfﬂ they cean be encircled aﬁ&mlf nct backed Up with sufflclent
mobile reserves.
vd, Artillery when used in mass can greatly influence
the e:itfome cf battle.

ok

v D Artlllery 15 a nard striglag‘reserve whichican be
:used effectively to repel an attack or counterattack.

v Ge Gommanders of all echelons must lnsure that troops
under their command obaerve securlty restrictions imposed by
higher headquarters.

V' 7, Newly assigned commenders. mush leave no doubt that
they have assumed_ccmmand, but initially, must'avoid unnecas=-
sary chaﬁges.

. 8. Direct fire from high velocity weapons is more ef-
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fectlve againﬂt fortificatlons than 1ndirect fire from

B i ca LAV RO T P RSV R Ve

relatively 10w velocity Weapons,

; 9« Observstion must be planned for maximum coverage

B : T

of =11 critlcal areas in splte of conditions of terrain and

T L e

weather.

. 10. I subordinates are to successfully complete an
assigned task, instructions must be clear, concise, and com-
plete, ” | |

T 11, Gommunication codes must be used carefully to
avoid cqnfusion. | \

L,-lz. Speed can be attained in artillery surVey by the

B e e

proper use of imaginatlon and available information in -

formulating ‘the survey plan.
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ANNEX NO, I

Procedure for Determining a Distance by the
Triangulation Method

l. Dbistance B to C desired. (Side BC of triangle)

2. Lay out base AB on the'ground and determine 1lts
length accurately,

Se ‘Measure engles A and B,

4, If possible, measure anglé C as a check on the

accuracy of the measurementcs (angle A plus angle B
plus angle C = 3200 W), or determine by solving the
formmla: Angle ¢ = 3200 ¥ - {angle & plus angle B).

De Solve the formula:

s - . sin of angle opposite deaired side
81de desired = Base X =Th o 2 oppoSite Tho Dase

or

- gin of angle A
BC = base C X g gr—amgTe T
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ANNEX NO, II

Survey Plan for 18 November 19544:

The Survey Plan for a single battery was:
Determine the azimuth from the Metzeresche Church steeple
to the Luttange Church steeple from the map.

Put the aiming circle in the top of the church steeple
in Metzeresche.

Measure sngle 1. (This determined the azimuth from the
church steeple to the base piece of the battery),

Lay out the line from the base piece to Statlon A on
the ground and determine its length accurately.

Messure angles 2 and 3, (Angle 4 was measured with the
instrument in the top of the church steeple)a

Solve the triangle (Station A, Church steeple in
Metzeresche, base plece of battery) to determine the
distance from the base piece to the church steeple.
{See Anﬁex No. I)

Using the azimmth and distance which have been detefA
mined from the church steeple to the base piece, deter-
mine the location of the base plece.

Measure angleé 5 and 6 to carry direction to the orlent-
ing 1ine. (OL in diagram)

Establish the orienting line on the ground so 1t may be
used later by the battery executive officer ih laying
the howitzers for directién.

Place a tag on the place mark stake to inform the bat-

'tery executive of the exact azimuth of the orienting line,
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