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OFERATIONS OF TEE 2D BR, 329TH INF. (23D INF. DIV,)
HURTGEN FOREST AND ROER VALLEY, 10-17 DEC.1044
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGK)

INTRODUCTION
(see maps 1 & 2)

This monograph covers the actions of the 2d Battalion, 320th Infﬁutry,
834 Division during its drive out of the Hurtgen Forest to the Roer River,
It starts iith the relief of the 4th Division on the 1] December, 194,
and ends with the captﬁre of the west banks of the Roer River at Duren
on the 17 December,

It 18 the purpose of this introduction briefly to orient the reader
on the events that lead up to this action.

On 1 December the 33d Division, then on a defensive front in the
Duchy of Luxembourg, was directed by lat Army order to move immediately
to relieve the badly depleted 4th Division of 1ta quﬁtorlin the Hurtgen
Forest, Germany, This order further pfavided that the 4th Division
would relieve the 83d Division of its sector in ILuxembourg, This intere
change called for a regiment of the 83d Division to relieve a regiment
of the jth Diviaion; then that regiment of the 4th Division was to
relieve another regiment of the 83d Division; and so on until the relief
was completed, This exchangs of sectors was completed on 11 December
with the relief of the 8th Infantry, 4th Division by the 329th Infantry,
834 Division, (1)

During this same period the 9th Division relieved the 1st Division
on the left of the £33 Division sector. (2)

These reliefs were made to add new impetus to the lat Army drive
to the Roer River, This attack had been in progress for a menth, During
that time the 4th Division, fighting hard againat stubborn enemy

resistance, had been greatly reduced in strength and badly needed

(1) a-1, p88; A-2, pb. (2) A-1, p89,
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reorganization, rest and replacement, On the other hand, the 83d Division,
during this same period, had been operating on a fairly static front in
Luxembourg, snd was at full strength, completely equipped, well trained,
rested, and ready for battle, (3)

‘ The mission of the 83d Division was to continme the attack through
the Hurtgen Foreat and on to the banks of the Roer River,

The 320th Infantry was to be committed in a heavily wooded sector
on the left portion of the division front, (4)

The 2d Battalion would be on the left flank of the regiment and
in contact with the 9th Division,(5)

On 9 December, 1944 the 24 Bettalion of the 320th Infantry moved
by truck from Luxembourg through Belgium, and on 10 Decenmber entered
Germany, The battalion spent the night in bivouac near Gressenich, Germany,
and on 11 December reljeved elements of the 8th Infantry, 4th Division
that were located on the lst Army front astride the Schevenhutte-Duren
road about 1500 yards weat of the sastern edge of the Hurtgen Forest,

This gave the 2d Battalion a heavily wooded aector; about 1000 yards
wide, lying midway between the town of Greasenich, to the rear, and the
eity of Duren, 7 kilometers to the fromt, (6)

Despite ell efforts to pfeserve sebrecy, the troops of the 23 Battalion
were apperently not successful in concealing their movements to and from
the front line positions, During the relief, and before the men of the
2d Battalion could dig in, the enemy shelled the front lines inflicting
a number of casualties on the two forward companies of the 2d Battalion, (7)

By 1400 hours on 11 Decsmber the 24 Battalion had completely occupied
its area and had started patrolling into the enemy defenses, A strong line
of enemy positionz was located aleng the ezstern edge of the firebreak,
some 400 yards to the front, Exact locations of the enemy's machine guns

(3) personal knowledge, self, (4) A-2, p59. (5) A-3, pb4. (6) -3, pb3.
(7) eye witness, self,
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.eould not be determined. The underbrush aend trees offered the Jerry every
advantage for concealment of his troops and weapons, (8)

Later in the afternoon a warning order was issued calling for an
attack on the next day. It would be a tomgh fight, driving through rein-
soaked forest, but the Battalion Commander wag sure his men eould do
the job, These uare_well-conditioned,lbattle experienced troops, They had
fought in Normandy and Brittql%y, and had, since then, been on a fairly
quist front in Luxembourg, During the stay in Luxembourg all companies
hed been re-equipped and retrained and were now ready for the tough fight
to eome, (9) ‘

GEOGRAPHIC FEATURES

The ground in the battalion seetor sloped gradually up to the edge
of the forest at Hof Hardt, then gently down to the Roer River, A dirt‘
read ran generally east through Gurzenich and again east to the Roer
River., A firebreak, about 150 yards wide, was located about 400 yards eﬁst
of, and parallel to, our front lines, Another dirt road was located abomt
600 yards east of, and parallel to, the firebreak. This road ren north and
south from Sehlich through Hof Hardt to Gey, Hof Hardt proved to be a
group pf three buildings located on a rosd junetion,

Gurzenich was a typical farming commnity with the majority of the
buildings located along the road to Duren, In the center of the town was
& circle and around this were the town hall, the church, and a few stores.
So, we picture & long narrow town, bulged in the middle, with its long
axis running northeast and southwest.

The area around Gurzenich consisted of flat, open country, The Germans
had dug trenches all over this flat open area surrounding Gurzenich,

Heavy rainfall and poor drainage had turned all the roads in the

(8) personal knowledge,self, (9) personsl knowledge, self,
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area into rivers of mud, Under this mud the enemy had planted his teller
mires, thus denying the battalion the use of the rosds, Since it was next
to impossible to detect mines under thie soupy mud, by-passes had to be
cleared through the forest and marked with white tape, This mud condition,
coupled with low temperatures, exposed all the troops in the area to the
dreaded *trench-foot®, To reduce this threat the troops were told to remove
their shoes, exercise their feet, and change their socks twice a day,

The ﬁraea overhead provided excellent concealment but absolutely rno
cover, Enery artillery and morter shells, bursting In the trees, rained
steel down on the heads of our troops, Log huts, bulli by the troops of
the 8th Infantry, provided adequate cover initially, and captured German
dugouts were used on the next day, But, while moving forward in the attack,
the men had to teke & terrifiec pounding. ‘

Tt can be seen that the battalion's attack would take it over varioua
terrain conditions: first, a dense forest; then, open ground; and, finally,
through buildings in a house to house fight to reach the Roer River. (10)

NS FOR_THE INITIAL ATTAC

Late in the afternocn on 11 December the Regimagtal Commander ordered
a co=crdinated attack by the lst and 2d Battalions, The regiment wae to
attack at 1000 hours, 12 Decexber, capture Hof Hardt snd the north-south
roed running through Hof Hardt, and be prepared to contimue attacking
sast toward the Roer River on order. This order called for the 2d Battalien,
attacking on the left flank of the 23d Division, to capture Hof Hardt and
the edge of the forest in its zone, {11)

Upon receipt of the regimental order, the 2d Battallon Commander,
realizing there was ample time, decided to cull his company Commanders
and staff members for a conference, As a result of this conference the

following conclusions were reached:

{10) personal knowledge, self, (11) 543, pb4.
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I. Flelds of fire wers limited, and observation was very poor so
the battalion would: (12)

(a) lay assault wire to supplement radio communication and
agsure control;

(b) attach heavy machine guns to rifle companies;

(¢) assign artillery and mortar observers to be with the assault
company comanders;

(d) designate phase lines along easily identified terrain
fsatures for control purposes;

(e) hold the artillery and mortars "on call" until observations
could be obtained,

11, All troops would carry heavy loads of ammunition since resopply
would be difficult due to the condition of the road amd the presence of
teller mines in the area. :

III. The effectiveness of the enemy artillery and mortar fire burste
ing in the trees ruled out any time=consuming maneuvers. It was decided
that the best bet would be to close rapidly, take up the fire fight, dump
our own artillery fires, and assault frontally.

With these considerations in mind the Battalion Commander 1ssued
his attack order which read about as follows: (13)

I(a). The enemy ie known to hold the area between phase line II and
phase 1ine III in strength. (see overlay)

(b) The regiment attacks sast at 1000 hours, 12 December, The lst
Battalion will attack on the right, The Oth Division will attack on the
left, The 3@ Battalion will be in reserve behind the lst Battalion. The
3224 Field Artillery Battaliorn will be in direct support of the 329th
Infantry.

II. This battalion attacks east along the road to Duren at 1000 hours

(12) eye witness, self. (13) eye witneas, self.
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to seize Hof Hardt and the edge of the forest in its zome. Zone of action:

(ses overlay). Formation: two companies abreaat; "G" ﬁompany on the right;

"F¥ Company on the left; "E" Company in reserve, Artillery and mortar
coneentrations will be fired on call,

| 11T, (a) Company "G", oﬁ the right, attacking on a 400 yard front,

with its left flank on the Duren road, will seize Hof Hardt and that portion

of the edge of the forest in its zone. The lst platoon of Company "H" will

be attached to Company "G@,

(b) "F* Company, on the left, attacking on a 500 yard fronmt,
with 1ts right to include the road to Duren, will seize Hof Hardt and that
portion of the edge of the forest in its zone, The 2d platoon of "EM Goﬁpany
will be attached to "F" Company. | _

(¢) The mortar platoon of "H" Company will support the attack
from its present positions and will be prepared to displaceron order,
Priority of fires to "F% Compsny. One observer party from the mortar pldtoon
will report to each assault company as soon a&s poasible,

(d) Company "E" will be in reserve and will move on order behind
"F® Company. "EY Company will maintain con'l;.not with the Oth Division on
the left and the 1st Battalion on the right and will be prepared to attack
through the zones of either forward company on order.

(x)1. On capture of the battalion objective, each assault
corpany will immediately dispatch patrols to contact the units on the flanks,
2, Phage linea: (see overlay)---All companies to report
eroasing of phase linea;

IV. Extra sammunition will be issued to all men prior to the atiackees
carry all you can handle, Location of aid staticn and ammnition dumpi-e=-
(see overlay).

V. Both attacking companies will lay sssault wire as they advance.
Location of battalion CP:m--(see overlay),
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Befors 1000 hours, 10 December all the troops in the battalion were
given their orders and knew what was expescted of them, Aerial photographs
of the terrain, with overlays showing the phase lines and the battalion
objective, had been issued to all the officers, The blanket rolls were
ccllegted, and the men were issued =1l the extra ammunition they could
carry, In short, the preparations were complete, and now the battalion
was ready to move out, (14)

THE INITIAL ATTACK (DECEMBER 12)

At 1000 hours on 12 December the battalion jumped off as planned, On
reaching phase line I, both "F® and “G* Companies came under machine gunm,
rifle, and mortar fire from enemy positions along phase line II. The men
of both attacking companies hit for cover and attempted to-take up the
fire fight, It was impossible to place effective fire on the enemy lines
due to the limited fields of fire caussd by the dense scrub growth that
covered the area, The intensity of the enemy fire obviated any further
advance until such time as the enemy positions were either destroyed or
neutralized, (15)

"Fr Company's Commandsr contacted the Battalion Commander, informed
him of the situation, and askad for sn srtillery preparstion on phaae
line II, The Battalion Commander arranged for & 10 mimute artillery and
mortar preparation of phase line II and IIT %o atart at 1120 hours, and
to cease with two rounds of vhite phosphorus per gun at 1130 hours; all
supperting fires would then 1ift to phase line IV and fire a 5 minute
preparation there, (16)

"Fn Company's Commander was instructed to have hiz men wait under
cover for the preparation to begin, and then to have his men creep forward
through ;he brush as far as possible and sssault the enemy positions
(14) personal knowledge, self, (15) eye witness, self, (16) telephone call
to Lt. Col. Sharps by sslf, 1050, 12 Dec, 1944.
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when the smoke rounds landed, Each platoon leader in "F" Company was contactw
ed and given the following instructiona: "We get an artillery prepar#tion

at 1120 hours. When it starts, c¢creep your men forward to within assault
distance, When the amoke rounds land, charge, and keep going to phase line
II1, Hold there for further orders.” (17)

During this same period, "G" Company had been equaelly unsuccessful
in advancing against the enemy's prepared defences, The Battallon Commander
contacted the "G" Company Commsnder and told him of "F" Company's plan,

;¥ Company was ordered to attack in conjunction with "F" Company at
1130 heurs. (18)

Between 1100 and 1120 hours the mortars and artillery were registers
ed on the target, and promptly at 1120 hours the preparation began, Enemy
fire soon slackened to sporadic machine gun-bursts, enabling "F¥ Company
to slip forward to within 75 to 100 yards of the enemy, Whern the phosphorus
rounds burst over the enemy linesg, "F» Company's leaders leaped to their
feet, ordered the charge, and thé whole company front surged forward, The
men moved right into and through five machine gun nests and a platoon of
enemy riflemen, Most of the enemy met death; nine prisoners, all wounded,
were taken, (19)

Leaving the 1at platoon to mop up, "F" Gompaﬁy reorganized quickly,
pushed on through to phase line III, and ther rapidly to phase line IV.

Hof Hardt wes captured easily when a platoon of enemy infantry, éompletely
surprised, surrendered without a fight, (20)

In the meantime, Company "G" had no success in its attack at 1130 hours,
The enemy positions to its front could not be neutralized,

After "F" Company's successful charge, "G" Company's Commander ordered
his support platoon to swing to the left through "F" Company's zone and

attack the enemy from the flank. This platoon, moving in from the nerth
(17) (18) personsl knowledgs, self. (19) (20) eye witness, self; &-3, pbi.
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across the enemy flank, destroyed 3 machine gun nests in log bunkera and
killed or captured all the enemy defenders, After this action, Company "G"
quickly reorganized and moved on up to the battalion objective, going into
position to the right of "F" Company, {(21)

After Hof Hardt had been taken, Company "E" was moved up behind "F0
Company to protect the battalion left flank, One platoon of this company
was used to carry ammunition and supplies to the two forward companies.

Paﬁcls from "F" and "G" Companies were diapatche& to both flanks
to contact the adjacent units., At about 1600 hours contact with the oth
Division was established on the Hof Bardt road, and at 1700 hours the lst
Battalion was contacted on the right, When these contacts were made,
defensive fires were co~ordinated, and the battalion “bnttﬁmd up for the
night®, (22) |

A platoon of the division engineers, plus the battelion & and P
platoon, worked all afternoon clearing mines and draining mud off the
Duren roéd; by evening & supply route had been cleared to Eof Hardt.

Up this route came a hot meal for the men, more ammunition for the next
day's attack, and communication wires from the Battalion CP to the Company
cp's. (23) |

Casualties during this action were heavy. The losses in American
killed and woﬁnded totelled abont one hundred men and officers, The Germans
lost abeut two hundred men; over one hundred of these were kllled. (245

The night of 12-13 December wes fairly uneventful, One enemy patrol
tried to enter Hof Hardt and was driven off, The 2d Battalion patrols contacte
ed the enemy along the edge of the woods to the right fronmt. Twiée during
the night heavy barrages by enemy mortars were dropped elong the front,

cavaing a few casualties. This was the extent of the night's activities, (25)

(21) statement by Capt, Hugh Bates to self, 12 Dec. 1944.
(22), (23), (24) personal knowledge, self, (2} persomal hnowlehe, sels
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DECEMEER 13-14
A OF GURZENICE

~ On 13 December 1944 the battalion was ordered to attack at 0800 hours
from its position along the edge of the forest to seize the town of Gurzenich,(26)

The Battalion Commander decided to attack in & column of companies;
nGe Gpmpany'laading, followed by "F® Company, and then "EF (ompany. The
Plan éalled for Company "G" to attack directly east across 700 yards of
oren groﬁnd to securas a foot-hold in the woods to the front. The remainder
of the battalion would support "G" Company's move by fire from positicns
along the edge of the woods near Hof Hardt; it would then ecross the open
ground after *G" Company entered the woods, The Battalion Commander al#u
arranged for an artillery preparation along the edge of the woods, and a
smoke mission on the left flank to obscure enemy observation during this
maneuver, {27)

Promptly at 0800 hours the attack jumped off. Company "G¥, under
cover of the smoke screen and artillery preparation, moved across the open
ground and into the woods, meeting no resistance, The rest of the battalion
¢losed rapidly on Company "G" and reorgsnized according to plan, At this
time Company "F® was ordered to deploy %o the right flank and to the rear,
thus securing the rear of the battalion, (28)

Company "G" now resumed italattack through the woods toward Gurszenich,
Company "E® follewed Company "G". This attack pushed steadily forward
against slight resistance, and, by noon, the edge of the woods sast of
Gurzenich was reached, (29)

When the forward elements of Company "G" reached the sdge of the
woods, they were fired on by the enemy located in buildings on the outskirts
of Gurzenich, The Commander of Company "G* immediately ecalled for artillery
and mortar concentrations on these buildings. Under cover of this fire,

the company pushed on in and gained a foothold in the'town..Stopping only

(26) A-3, pbi. {27) personzl knowledge, self, (28) eye witness, self,
(29) personal knowledge, self,
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long enough to regroup, Company "G" comtimmed the attack up the road toward
Duren and, by 1700 hours, had captured about half of the town of Gurzenich. (30)
Puring this seme period Company "B", still behind Company "G", had
deployed to protect the flanks and rear of the attacking troops in Gurzenich,
Company "FA, after & foothold in the town had been secured, wsa moved up
to the western edge of the forest to continue its mission from there,
At 1700 hours the Battalion Commender calied a halt for the day in
6rder to organize g defenge before darkness set in, The defense wae as
follows: (31)
Company "G" with one heavy machine gun platoon deployed to the front;
Company "E", with one heavy machine gun section in support, deployed
to the left flank and rear:
Company "F" moved forward into the town and, with one heavy machine
gun section, deployed on the right flank; '
the command group and the 81 mortar section were placed in the center
of the perimﬁter.
Once again amition supply was a problem, The whole area over which
the battalion had advanced was heavily sown with teller mines, Howaver,
the engineers and Battalion A and P platoon succeeded in opening the road
into Gurzemich during the night, and by morning resupply wae normal again. (32)
The battalion had driven a salient into the enemy's defenses, It was
out on a 1imb with both flanks and front exposed to counterattack, Reslizing
this, the Regimental Commander sent the battalion additionsl strength consist-
ing of a platoon of medium tanks and a platoon of tank destroyers, Heediess
to say, these reinforcements were received with open arms, (33)
The 14 Deceuber saw the battalion again attacking through the town of
Gurzenich with "EY and "G" Companies attacking abreast, "E" Company on the
left, "I'" Company deployed to protect the rear,

(30) a-3, pb5, statement by Capt, Fugh Bates to self. (31) personal knowledge,
aelf. (32) A-4 (33) personal knowledge, =elf,
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Both "E" and "G" Companies used a column of platoons in the attack,
thereby being able to protect the flanks while attacking to the front,

This sort of formation lends itself very well to an attack in a town where
almost all the buildings are on one street. (34)

The enemy fought hard for every house, Close combat was the order of
the day. Most of the time the enemy waa in too close for artilléry or mortar
concentrations to be fired, Even when these fires wers posaible, they had
little effect since the enemy had excellent cover in the buildings, In
spite of this, the battalion succeeded in taking the town with very light
casualties,

Bere iz how it was done: (35)

One platoon (actually about 2 squeds), reinforced with light machine
gun section, placed itself in position in buildings already held and placed
aimed fire on all posaible ensmy positions, Another platoon, reinforced
with bazookas and carrying plenty of grenades, attacked the next building
to the front. When it was taken, the attack platoon then became the base
of fire, reinforced with the light machine gun ssction which displaced
forward after each succesaful attack. The old bage of fire fhen became the
assault platoon and lesp=frogged to the next cbjective, This operation took
place simultansously on both sides of the street,

Dues to the limited observation, recommaisance and decisions were
necessary in the attack of each building. The Company Commanders displaced
forward with the light machine guns, taking the new asgault leaders with
them, While the new base of fire was being laid, the Company Commanders
took a look at the next objective, farmﬁlated a plan, and gave the assault
platoon leaders their orders, Then, on a signal, both companies sgain attacked,

The medium tanks were attacheds-ons section to esch attacking ecompany,
They were moved through back yards to positions from which they cowld

(34) personal knowledge, self, (35) eys witmess, smelf,
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support each new attack by direct fire from their cammon and machine guns,

The heavy machine guns moved behind the attacking a?ohelm by bounds
with the support platoons, These guns were placed to fire to the flanks to
meet possible émnterattacks. _

The tank destroyers and battalion anti-tank guns had the mission of
protecting the flanks and rear, and moved by bounds behind the attacking
companies,

"FY Company was kept busy cleaning out snipers from cutlying buiidings.

This attack, as outlined, pushed slowly forward, and by 1600 hours
the battalion econtrolled the town,

On thle same day the town of Derishweiler, to the northwest, snd the
town of Birgel, to the south, were captured by elements of the Gth Division
and the 3d Battalion of the 320th Infantry, respectively, (36)

The Battalion Cosmander once again organized a defense before darkﬁess
set in, He placed Company "G" on the forward edge of the town with a platoon
of medium tanks in suppoert. "E® Company was again deployed along the left
flank and rear with a platoon of machine guns in support, "F" Company defend=
ed the right flank with a platoon of machine guns in support. The tank
destroyers and anti-tank guns were placed to sscure both flanks and rear
of the battalion. (37) _

At about 1700 hours on 1/ December the enemy counterattacked with |
tanks and infantry coming up the main rocad from Duren, This attack was quick-
ly repelled by "G" Company. The enemy lost one tank and about 20 of his
infantry, and sbandoned the thought of further engaging the 24 Battallon
that night. (38)

The night of 14«15 December passed without ineident, The troops ate

a hot meal and had a good night's rest,

(36) A=1, pol; A-2 pb3; A-3, pbs.
(37) eye witneas, self, (33) A=3, pbb,

15.



THE DEFENSE OF GURZENICH
15-16 DECEMBER, 1944

No attack was ordered for 15 December, The Battalion Commander was
ordersd to consolidate his position, clesar out any small enemy pockets
remaining in his sector, and hold the town at ail costs, (39)

To further atrengthen the dﬁfense of Gurzenich, the Regimental Command-
er attached Company "B" to the 24 Battalion, This company was placed on the
right flank, in an extension of "F" Company's lines, and across the rear
to join in with "E" Company., (40) | |

The only action that occurred on this day waa the clearing of a few
small enemy groups from houses on the right flank, Other than that, tha‘
day was uneventful, (41)

This 1lull in the fight permitted much needed rest for weary troops,

The battalion drew extra ammunition to be dumped on the position. Also
on this day, plans were made to contimue the attack on 16 December, The 24
Battalion was to attack to seize the banks of the Roer River in its zone, (42)

This attack never got started, The 16 Decamber will long be remembered
by every scldier on the Western Front;-~-the grest German counter-offensive
began that day, Although the mein German attack struck further scuth, the
ensmy facing the 329th Infantry came storming out of his Roer River bridge-
head in a series of counterattacks that lasted all morning long. (43)

At 0530 hours the German artillery besgan a concentration that completely
blanketed the toun.‘This was by far the heaviest shelling ever ai@erieneed
by these vetsrans of the Normandy, Brittainy, and Luxembourg campaigns, To
venture forth from the protection of the houses would have been suleide,

The men of the 24 Battalion_naited crouched beneath windows, behind walla,
and peering out of cellar windows, knowing full well that when this shelling
1ifted a fight was due. (44)

(39) (40) (41) Ae3, pb6; personal knowledge, self. (42) persomal knowledge,
self. (43) (44) A~2, pb2; A=3, pbb; A-4, eys witness, self,
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At about 0630 hours, the Battalion outpost forward of Company *G" wam
driven in. The men who manned this outpost reported enemy tanka and infantry
in strength moving up from Duren; (45)

The Company "G" Commander alerted all his troops. Men were placed to
fire from the roofs of buildings and from every window of every house. Tanks

-and machine guns commanded the road'and the back yards, The men were get=«
ready for action, (46)

The enemy came up the road with tanks and infantry massed, The men of
Company "G® held their fire until the enemy were within 100 yards of them,
and then "hell broke looze®, The first blast of fire from the houses took
& heavy toll of enemy desd and drove the reat to cover, Two eramy tanks
wers knocked out, but the enemy retaliated by destroying two friendly tanks,
A vicions battle raged for about an hour with men fighting at close range,
The advantage of cover favored the defense, and finally, the enemy withéret. (47)

At 0900 hours another heavy concentration of ememy struck again, this
time with a feint to the front and hig ﬁain attack against the right flank
in "F® Company's sector. Observers detected the enesmy moving in along drain-
age ditches, trenches, and through defilea, Tank destroyers, machine guns,
and riflemen opsned fire immediately, driving the attackers to cover, Then
2 battalions of artillery, 2 sections of 81 mortars, and 1 section of 60
mortars dumped their load of coal., All but & few of the Germans were atopped
cold! (48)

Some enemy mansged to enter the town and were mst with a withering
blast of fire from rifles, grenades, and basockas, Every one of the enemy
that entered Gursenich stopped a bullet, (49)

Meanwhile the Germans out in the fields were taking a terrific pound-
ing from all the guns on the 2d Battalion's right flank, Finally the enemy

(45) (46) (47) statements by Capt, Hugh Bates to self, Dec, 16, 1944;
eye witness, self, (48) (49) eye witness, self.
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withdrew in disorderly confusion, leaving the wounded.on the field, At noon
65 wounded Germans walked into Gurzenich and surrendered, (50)

It was estimated that, between 0630 hours and 1200 hours on 16 December,
2 battalions of German Infantry supported by tanks hed hit Gurzenich and hed
bean driven off, What appeared to be the start of a major offenaive had been
nipped in the bud. (51) |

The rest of the day was spent in recrganization and resupply in anticipa=
tion of another push to gain the west banks of the Roer River, _

Also, during this time, the lst Battslion moved into Gurzenich and "B"
Company re joined its parent unit, (52)

IHE ATTACK TO THE ROER RIVER

Late in the afterncon on 16 December the battalion received orders to
continue the attack at 0740 hours, 17 December to seise the west banks of
the Rosr River in its zone. About 1000 yards separated the 2d Battalion
from ite finsl objective--st last the end was in sight, (53)

The regimental mission was to capture Rolsdorf amd that portion of
the west banks of the Roer River in the Regimentsl zome. (54)

The Regimental plan for the accomplishment of this mission was about
as follows: {55) |

I. The 2d Battalion woulé attack due east to seize that portion of
the regimental objective in its zone.

II. The 1st Battalion was to follow the 2d Battalion, turn right on
the road to Rolsdorf, and attack that town from the north,

III, The 34 Battalion, in Birgel, would remsin in position prepared
to attack Rolsdorf from th§ southwest,

IV. Priority of artillery fires would go initially to the 2d Battalion,

Due to the lack of cover on the open ground to either flank, the 2d
Battalion Commander decided to sttack straight down the road to Duren in

| (50) eye witness, self. (51) (52) perscnal knewledge, self, (53) (54) (55)
personal knowledge, self; A-3, pbh7,
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a column of companies with "E Company leading, followed by "F" Company,
end then "G" Compeny.

At 0720 hours, on 17 December, 2 10 minute artillery praparation
blasted the buildings aleng the road to Duren, and at (730 hours "E" Company
jumped off, "E" Company advanced rapidly for 500 yards before being stopped
by stiff enemy resistance to the front, "F? Company ﬁas immediately com@itt-
od around the left flank, succeeded in by-passing the enemy, and headed for
the objective, The Battalion Commander then sent Company ®"G" still further
around the left flank, abreast of "F® Company. 4s & result of these flank
attacks, the enemy resistance facing "E" Company collapsed, enabling thé
company to push on towsrd the Roer River, By 1000 hours the battalion was
on its objective and planning a defense, (56)

‘The initial rapid advance of Gompany fEN eppbled the lat Battalion;to
send "C" and "AY Companies south into the flanks and rear of the enemy
positions in Rolsdorf, thereby facilitating the speedy capture of that town, (57)

With the capture of Roladorf, the 3d Battalion attacked mortheast from
Birgel toward Rolsderf in an attempt to cut off & large group of enemy iﬁ
trenches between Gurszenich and Birgel, When the enemy becames engaged in a
firefigﬁt.with the 34 Battalion, "B" Company mounted tanks and attacked |
out of Rolsdorf into the enemy's rear. The enemy, completely confused by
this m&ve, came out of the trenches and surrendered, This ended sll resist-
ance in the regimental zone of actionm, {(5%)

The period from 18-23 December waas spent in improving the defense of
the Roer River line. On 23 December the 320th Infantry was relieved by the
L14th Infantry of the 104th Divisien. (59)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISN
The foregoing description of this operation demonstrates that the 2d

(56) eye witness, self, (57) (58) A=2, pb3; A-3, pb7, (59) eye witneas,
self; A-3, p73,
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Battalion, 326th Infantry won & clear-cut victory over the Germans, However,
the following points may belqriticized:

I, The battalion was committed to the front lines the day before the
attack, Had the battalion been allowed to attack through the 8th Infantry
lines from assembly areas in the rear, most of the casﬁalties that came
as & result of the rbliaf could have been avoided,

II. Forward observers could have been sent out ahead of the line of
departure with patrols. Thus, an artillery and mortar preparation might
have been placed on the enemy initially, saving time and casualties,

III. After the snemy lines in the forest had been penetrated, no
effort waes made to exploit this penetration until the next day, However,
exploitation might have ended in disaster, since resupply was very difficult,
due te the mined condition of the area over which the battalion was operating.

IV, The ensmy can be criticized for not counterattacking in strcngﬁh
immediately, The 2d Bettalion had been allowsd a whole day to organize a
defense before the msin counterattack came in Gurzenich,

V. The fire power the enemy used in the counterattgck in Gurzenlch
had little effect, since all tﬁe 24 Battalion's troops were well shielded
by the houses in the town, Had this same amount of artillery been placed
on the 2d Battaliom while it was still in the forest, the enemy might have
succeeded in stopping the initial attack, |

Much of the credit for this succesaful operation should go to the men
who fought so hard for their leaders, The willingness of the men fo close
with the enemy‘in the forest clearly turned the tide of battle,

In summery of the above analysis, the successful conclusion of the
operation was the inevitable result of the following factora:

I. Battle experienced troops and leaders,

II, Cereful planning contimiocusly throughout the action,
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III. :he D EL of fire powere=--every offigar and man hadﬂlgarned the
value of fire power and applied this knowledge to good effect,

IV. The absclute refusal of each and every man to give ground before
an snemy counterattack,

v, Brilliant deployment of the battalion to permit continuous protect-
tion of flanks and rear during the attack, |

The battalion's losses during fhis action were 162 men killed or
wounded, Most of these casualties were suffered by "F" and "G" Compenies-«-
each company losing about 70 men,

The enemy lost about 300 killed and abeut 580 prisoners,

LESSONS
Some of the lessons to be lesrned from this operation are:

I. ¥hensver possible, troops, other than those to make the attack,

s

should be used as & covering forcs,

II. Careful, detailed planning mekes for success in battle,

III. An onemy mst be neutralized bafore he can be destroyed, To

L . Fat T,

i

accomplish this every -eapon at hand should be usod in a coordinatad effort
Under this curtain of fire infantry can advanece and strike the ensmy bafore
the shock effect wears off,

IV, An attack can edvance no fastar than the supply line behind it can

S

be opened,

V. The use of phase lines facilitates control when observation of the

1

battlefield is limited,

VI, Communication wires can and should be lald to units attacking
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through cloae cauntry.
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VII When weather and enemy action has closed routes of supply, additione

al angineer support should be given to the attacking battaliona.

VIII Por hause-to-house fighting specisl aasault groups shbuld be
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orgenized and reinforced with special assanlt weapons.,
Q....._-.——---"-""-" .
IX. In fighting in towns the attack must move evenly 2ll across ihe

front so that flanking fire will not hold up the advance,
il

X, Although committed to the attack, & unit zust be prepared to defend
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at a11 timas---the danger of cauntarattack is elways present,
| xI Hhen a defense is installed, all supporting fires ahould be registor-
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ed 1mmsdiately ap that no tina ig lost in delivering these firss when needed,
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X11, The infantry has in its possession 'aapons which ¢an gunorato

terrific fire power, Then a unit has trained every msn to ignore his shovel

and fire his weapon, then, and only then, can it expect to attack success-
fully against a determined enemy, The best way to ataj alive is to keep the
enemy from shooting, and the best way to do that is to shoot at him,

XIII, Esprit de Corps=--a unit that, won‘t be boaton, can't bo boaten.
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