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TER OPERATIONS OF THE ZRD FLATOON, CONDANY A,
504 PARACHUTE INFANTRY, (8RN AIRRORNE DIVIST rN)
I AN ASSAULT ACROD2S A DRAT 0N THE  FERTESROTT
HEIGHT3, I¥ THAE SIEGFRIED LINE,HEAR NENHOR,

GERMANY, £ TFEBRUARY 1945
(RHIT\’:'M_;NT*‘ CAR mf's_.aﬂ)
{Persomal Experience of a Platoon Leader)

CRITNTATICN

INTRODUCTION

Following suceeasful landings in HORMINDY, a rapid sdvance across
FRANCE and a delay of two months for swprly lines to cateh up, by mid-Jan—
Y e i

uary 1945 the Allied Arples were gensrally agsinst the SITGFRIED LINE fronm

the NORTH 3P4 to TTITZERLAND, excert in the ARDTIES svea. (1) (See Mep )

> 3 LA LT T
Here on 16 December the GCermans had launchesd a desternie counteroffen-

give which had venetrated sixty miles, splitiing the First and Third Tnited

States Armies. By the siddle of Jenuary, howevst, these two armiss had pinched

off the nose of the salient =2nd made jurchure. (2) (See Vrp B)
The mission of the Firagt and Third Arwies now was to deadrof the German
Forees remaining in the ARDENNES gnd close b0 and, if possibla, renetrete the

SIRGFRTTD LINE, (3)

THE GENFRAT, SITUATION

Y ‘ T T { - + Tri o e e » L 3 e

VIV D gl ary £ < FRE SRS T WL T Lhe end & : ]
n 28 Januar » TVITT CQI‘PS \ ‘ﬂbn) attznc £1ng th the nd Lirhorne and

f

1zt Diwvisions abreasth, right to left - Ilmunched First bragts finel drive to

the SIEGFRIED LINE, (4} Advencing rapidly against considerable obsizelez of
weather, (5) by 1 February (8) the Jorps arrived at the SIFGFRIED LIFE, over-

running and disorganizing in its advance forces on which tqe CGarrsns counbed
to wan the Line In this sector. Petrcl regorts confirming thet the Line wos

not fulliy manned (7) and that the Cerpens were making frentic efforts to gnt

(1) 21, oo 22——45

52) A2, T 18-42

(2} 2-2, » 44

(4)  a~2, ¢p 147, 148, 150. A-5, IVITT Corps F.0. #%, 251620 Jen,

() A-4, "Pulge — Luogt Stages!

(8) -5, XVIIT Corps Sitren 82, 011202 Feb.

(7) 2-5, 82nd Niv G-3 Periodlic Rpt 44, 01PADC Feb; FTUSA G-2 Tt 68, 2 Feb,



troops into it from the rear, orders for the 82nd Lijrborne and 1st Divisions
to be ressed through were postponed; (8) and the two divisions were ordered
to attack with all posasible speed to seize the SIRGFRIED LINE ir the Corps
zone, The objectives of the 82Znd Airborne Dsvision were the fortified towns
of NEUHOF and UDENERITH and the ridgeline thpnding to the southeast, the
VFRTESROT™ YTIGHTI, (9) ,

Reacting with characteristic speed, the Division attacked D20400 Feb-
ruary with four regiments (225 Glider, 504, 505, 508 ®zrachute) echeloned to
the right in the order they coﬁld rezgh the line of departure and a fifth
regiment (517 Preht RCT, attzched) in reserve. (10) 1200 Hovrs Feund the
22b Glider Infantry heavily engag ed in NEUHOF one battzlion of the 534 Treht
Inf on the IERTEZSROTT HEIGHTS.and the 505 and 508 Frent Inf on the Division's
right flank, waking good progress to the southesst. (11)  (See Fer C)

The terraln in the division zone concisted of rugged forested helghts,
the mdst deminating of which, the E*RTESROTT BFIGETZ, extended in s ridge-
line snuthesst across the divizion zone. This hill mass was deepnly cub and
crogs—comrartmented Yy the TILSAM RIVER an& numercus draws along which had
bheen cited heavy concrete pillboxez of the rermenent fortif%cations type.
Open ground on the north was controlled by the fortifiesd town of NEIUHOF,
which was accesaible by road from the line of depsrture and in turn connected
with FRAUFNKRON, outside the div¢91on sector, by an unimproved road running
across the MERTFSROTT HRIGHTZ, TExcept in the FETHOR sector,'there were no
roads from the line of depariture into the objrciive ares; and because of ter-

rain barrierc none could be constructed within the time and means available,
Toot movement was difflecult en steep and sliprery formest treils. Fourteen
inches of snow covered the ground; the tempsrature varisd between 10 degrees

at night to 28 degrees during *the day. Visibility was too poor for ground

(8). A-5, YVIIT Corps Opn Instrs %3, 1200 Jan

(2} A-5, 82nd Div Opn Tnstr Confwrv*n; Yerbzl ¢, 1 Feb
(19) A~5, 82nd Ddv Cpn, Tnatr Confirwing Verbsl 0, 1 ¥ b
(11) -5, 82nd Div Sitrer 221270 Teb

R



sdjustment of artillery Ffire and forsir observation. [17) {(Zee

w

o)

sobt but #tiffening ac the OPnd sdvenced.

iled regnant: of the Zrd Taracimte Division,

which had ouy

oged the 282nd Divieicn in it: advance $o the TIFGFRTED LINE,

together with an azsc
duced 5 recort thet 2 Pegizent of the 2%h Tanrer Dlvisicn woz eloging dnto

w7 wmorals weg low, FPovever, rernants of %

v

chute Divisior were fighting tenaciously, the terrain frvored the snewyr, and

2

the Regiment of the 2th Penrer Nivis=ion, should it be shie Yo engzece in hine

)

in Corpz= ressrve, the 90nd Adrborne Divisicn hed

128

monld be g porverful reinforcement. {1

xeert for twn «w

r eontlmious service in the hitter winter fighting ir the APIFNNTS,  BEoth

the enery and the nold had icken thedlr t011l, Rattzlion strengths wes
- a

throeghout £he Divizicn, Fowever, the 28nd wrz sn ellte divizion end o vet-
eran of five camraiens and to winters of fighting., ¥o smount of hardship

or loss eould effect its worale, In the rozged and rosdles: terrain now con-
fronting it the divisiong light organization and tough, zggresaive Infantry
=e1:1d be used to maximum advantage., Oonbat efficiency was excellent, (15)
The Niviesion had heen adequately eguipped arnd supplied when 1t It the
line of departvre, New, however, it wes izpersbive that the 7Z5 CGlider and
504 Preht Tn? seize thelr objectives with utmest speed — and “n the cazae of
the 504, v ita the rations and améunition on its back - as the 4000 yard hend-

carry distance to the 504 was prohibitive of sn exterded seilcrn =nd could te

shortered on'y after the road through NFUPOF weg elssred, Tvecuzstlior for the

|.41. :

E0d, slresdy difficult, was being seccnplished with the eid of F7's en route

to the rear. (1€) (Zee Tex Y
(

1) Tersonsl kncmlpige; §—53 oo ARP 3o 82nd 0-7, N2LEED Tabj

._tcr;,—!!

-2 Peb

g Jovrnel £-5 Feb

*Lr"frﬂl Tnotledze; E-5, SEnd Div fpr Trh, 1 Fak By
thozse of S04 and 508 Yreht Infl -
believe the other tve regte vere
12} 5T, "Relgd

SR

Jﬁvrnt

g ™ ostrengte,
sbhout 453 there ig no resgon to
Curonger

r Tiztory"; Toroons® knewledge
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TWE DIOTOATTIONS NN PIAE OF THT Bn4 TATACITTE INFANTEY {Zee

it 1220 hours the lesd Tattul_ur (ond Pattalicn) of the 5024 Treht Inf

vas ch i%s objective, the centresl rortion of the YERTESTOTT ETICHETS ) end

coring under plecermczal countercittzcek in hetbtellion ctrewgth frev dtn left.

The 1s% Patlelliom, 2t 10ZE hewrs to pues to
) . K . - S - . - AP 1
the right of the Znd Bstizlion ond celzs the gouthecotorn poriicr of the

helghts, kaz

shreagt of
throvgh the 720 C1ider Inleriry cochtor and weoo stberpting te come doun on

the 2eft rortion of the cbirctive frem the nordh, (17}

TOW DIZPOCITICND AND TTANS OF TI'F 107 DATTATTON  (Sge I'n: 1)

The eﬁt “azgr710n sharted for Ite objective In ¢ column of corpanies,
C, B, A, Tt was out of cupporting digtorce of ite Slmr pertove. Ite art-

illery forwerd oborrver waz with © enr, Tmor srrival of the heed of

the battelieon et the drew hwevever, O Corpony vuc sh the TILSAY BTVUR where

it had drorred »IT Yo refuce ¢ 1illhox to verrlt the resssge of the T

Pottelicn, (18)

rletoon conpeny, with

toons in column, 1st, Zrd., It had reorganized inte two platoons ezrlier
in the atteeck. Its strength now wes three officers end 50 enlipted men,
ineluding an aide man. (18)

Am £he Coryany Comzander srrived at the hesd of his eolumn, be noted

that F Corps

Jeft, deployed on the tight flank of the £nd Ratial-

eceiving smsll arme fire from across the draw. He alsc
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noted that his compsny was leading the Pettelion. He s bemporarily out of

(17) A-8, 8-% Journsl £ Fel, iters 1028, 1040, 1041, 1850
(18} Stotement: of Capt Jehn ¥, Peasze, Co Cmdr, Co & on £ Teb;
Te

(12} Terscnal records in nossession of suthor; Farsensl knowledge




7

redio contect vith Patielion. Knowingithat speed wep parsrount, he decided
to prccend with the Bettellion mizzicon., Fe ordered the lst Plstoon to attack

szeross the drew ot once. (20)

THE STTUATICH OF THF ZOD PLiTh0ON  {See Yer F)-

The Zrd Flatoon, in suprort, arrived st the draw In platoon column beﬂ
tween F Corpeny and the let Platoon. Sporsdic fire from = mzchine gun and
several rifies was being received from the ares in fromt of £ Company, This

fire seemed unsired and wes not sufficient to deter mcvement, most of it

being directed st F Corrarny., Vo enemy cculd be seen, but the platoon ieader

Vi

[

scsumed that he was cceupying e blecking positicn across the draw in platoon,

0

or grester, strength, (21)
The pletoon consisted of an offTicer, a platcon sergeant, end Z1 en-
ligted men orgenized as en 6-man rifle squad (the "lst Squad"), a 10-man

rifle sguad (the "2nd Sguad") and a 7-men light mechine gun team, The l:st

A

£

nued, armed with 2 Prowning futomstic Rifles, 1 Thompsen fub-muchine Cun,

fJ]

gnd & rifles, had been orgenized the day before from remnsnts of a1l of the
rifle elements of the platoon. The &nd Sguad, srmed with 2 Thompson Sub-
machine Cuns and 8 rifles, had bheen organized s helf mile down the trall
frorm the rernants of £ﬁe rlatoon's mortsr soued and six wen from the com-
rany's diceolved Znd Plztoon,. (22)

Tndividual bhase leads of smrunition were cgtill intzct - the platoon
having been in surport throughout the morning. Prowring Automatic Rifles
were loaded with tracer, one tracer to three ball. The rlatoon was without
an aide man, It had consumed its 1/2 ¥ rztion hours earlier, (27%)

I the attack to the SIEGFRIED LINE the platcon had lost & officers,
and & out of 8 HCO'a & two fhirdé of its numberg. The new platoon leader was

eeing

1]
ry

ig first action with the platoon but not hiz first combst. Squad

identitiez had besn lest; and the men were guffering from frozen feet, hunger,

)Y Statewents ~f Cort John ¥ Pess
glco out cf contect with R t

o
o]
«

Lz (D

n P Feb; Derzona’ 'movrled
'\I’Sg

(€1) Perzrnal knowledge

(22) Persone) ¥nowledge. For T/0 & T Preht Rifle Co znd Plat see T/0 & F
T-27, l g 1244

(2%) Percons 1 knowledge



and exheusticn fror the hard clinb cver slippery treils., However, it ves

& veteran rlatcon, proud of ite fighting record znd vrovd of Its regiment
and divisien and leng erured to change and hardsﬁi;. Althovgh urderstrengih,
it was & belanced teen, high irn fire yover, znd was en excellent zize for
centrol. Corhed efTiciency was good. {24)

The draw in Tront of the platoen woe ebout 100 yards wide znd? B0 feet
deep with gently sloping sides, It care %o & hesd ebout 80 yards to the
left in.front of T Corpany. The grovnd ou both benks of the drevpwes cov-
ered moderately dengely with pine trees with beles up to 20 inches in dia-
meter; The trees thinned ovt Jowvn the cides of the druw.becoming open zlong
the bottom, Ohservation from the top of one banl to the other wog lipited
Aue to the trees and the Lottom of the draw wae not visible o the fer bank
beceuse of the contour of the grounﬂ The hesd of the drew vas thinly wooded
end open to observaeticn fron the enery oide. The drew de=vened toward the
south, snd the weods on the far side exntended ﬁore toward the bhottom cn 2

“ *

Crmreny's rizht., The ground was covered with 14 Inches of unmarked cnow;

the westher was c¢old, iy overcest; ground visibility wae falr et 200 yards.

4

THY, TLAN OF THE ZRD PLITCON  {Zee Map B} (26)

The rlan o £ the Zrd TPlstoon was te assault on the left of the 1gt Fla-

toon as sncn after the 1ot Tlatoon hed drewn fire =z ths Compeny Coprander

might perait. The platoeon leader ressonsd thet norentarily artillery snd
nortar fire night make the present position untenable; and theat once the en-

s

ey had disyoged hirmself 4o meet the asasult of the 1lait Flatocn, & second

azcault prezeed home gulckly might schieve gurprise. Yoreover, he estime-—

ted that the assanlt of the lgt Flatoon wonld bs unsucceszful since he had

noted that the Ist Flatpon leader was following, rather than leading, bis

e emp——

platcon's aszault,

Stetenent of Capt John M. Tesse and Cpl John H, Jtubbs, Plat fgt Zrd
lat, on El Jan; FPersonal knorledge

Persconal Xnowledge

Personal knovledge

—~
)
H=

Faw BrAV]
St et [

———
Uy O



The formution wruld be two peirs of sgcouts sbreast, followed by a skir-
mish line consisting of the lst Squad, followed by the light nechine gun
team, followed by & second skirmieh line conuisting of the 2nd Sousd. Fach
squad would furnish two scouts and the £nd Squad would give two men to the
Ist Acuad to give each scuad a strength of eight pen without seoute.

The lst Somad wounld be disposed with. the platoon leader In the pldile,

a Browning Aubomstic Fifle team on each f7snk and the sdquad lesder end assis-
tant squzd lesder on either zide of the platoon leader ridway to each flank,

The light mechine gun tear would follow the first skirzish line hy twenty rvards,
The gecond skirmish line would frllow the first within signelling diztence but
not 2o cloze as to receive the bu'k of the fires directed ot the first skirmish
line., The plstoon sergeant wculd be at the pdddle of thisz line. Tre plstoon

sergeant would come forwsrd rapidly if the platcon lesder zhould brcore o cas-

latoon would form in its —resent positicn within the woods and be

x-
i . : =

ualty. The
in the asssult as it left the trer line., Thers weould be no fire suprert.,  fm-
runition would be conserved., Seconds and ﬁhirés in ecoprand for £11 elements
would be Jdesignated now, In case of casualties, no svhomstic wearon would be
left behind, The platoon‘leader would coordinste with F Compenly to the ex-
tent of cavtioning the nesrest elements not to fire into the platoen as it
roved out. The platoon lrader zcserbled the twe squad lezders, the pletoon
gsergeant, the light machine gun lezder, and the four zcouts, and gzve then
thiz information.

T™e lst Plstoon. jurred of 7 and disapreared into the trees at the foot
of the far slope. Light firing broke cut =nd a 77 drifted back., The firing
cont¢nuea but it became arjyarent thst the lst Platocn v;5 helted short of the

u?* gAY '

objective. The Compeny Commander then ordered the Zrd Flatcoon to Jump off.

The Zrd Platoon immediately fnrmed as ;1anred, brﬂkg begk the bolis on its.

wearony to make gure they were not ’rnzen, and movpd out from the tree line

o




NOVED

The rlztoon moved oud ot sprroximetely ﬂzpilo hourz, (£8) The platoon
leader walted until the scouts clezred the weods by zbhout thirty yaris be-
fere starting forward with the first skirmish line, Then the line cleared
the woods by shout twenty rards he ordered i1t to take ur = light msrching
fire and started firing himself., After = few sters =211 of the line vag
firing satisfretorily. It wes then Instructed to continue firing but to
congerve armunition, The skirmish line contimued & slow fire, the pen tak:’,/
ing care not to it the scouts shesd. As the scouts progressed, the second
one in each pair turned fror time to tire to see thet they were maintaining
the right direction enabling the platcon leader to keep them aligned by voice
and hand signsls. "hen the first skirmish line cleared the woods by sbout 40
vards, the platcon sergeant started forward with the second gkirmish line.
The platoon, now elear of the woods, waintained a deliberate pzce as the men,
heavily loaded and awkward in many layers of winter clothing, had heavy going
in the deep snow. The platoon leader set a slow pace.as the success of the

THI TORMATION COMES TNDFR FIRE

ts the formztion reached the npen groamd in the bottom of the draw and
the forward elements started up the gradual zlope of the far cide, the scouts
came under fire. The scouts halted snd returned the fire at polntblank range.
while the first skirmish line, contimuing =t » steady pace, graduslly clo
on thenm, Tne initial eneny fire against the scoubs was light. The ;latoon
had achieved surprise., The skirmish line now cane progre: ~ivm7" under fire
ag the enegy lifted his fire from the seouts to direct 1t at the greater
tareat and, shifting his positilons, brought more weerons to bear. However,

the fire of the firgt shireizh line plcked up quickly,esch wespon firing,

(27) Personsl mnotlaedge, ereert as oathervize noted

(28) 211 times are ﬂtD“;UTﬂﬂ from A-8, 3-7 Journsl, itess 041 nnd 1E5D



and the noise of autonztic sppi-autrrstio Pire 211 bt droomed out the

o

sound of the enery fire,

CIOETHG TO THY CRTECTTVE

In another ten yards enesy headsz and Tifles covld he gesn [Tobmuding

from behind the bages of lzrge zine Srees, The firsy
reinforced hy the scouts, on which it had closed, advenced inte an avea of

seattirred treez, A5 the zen contimmed for

r3, hari flew froxw the trees
around them, =nd the sharp crack of bullets past their ears became wore dis-

F

tingnishable in the racket »f the firefight than the duller report of enermy

x

weasons. As the eneiy £ire bhecame henvier znd the range cloged, the first

1

sltirrich line tended to bend haelk at the £lznke, but the sggrescive firing
of the Rrovaing Autorstic Pifle gunners on the flank exbremities and the
exhortztions of the leaders brought the flanks on line agein. The platoon
leader saw thot the Oermsns were not dug in but were firing from prone pos-
itions behind the trees, using the tree trunks as cover; and he yelled to
the men to fire into the holos of thr tress. Thether.in the nolze and con-
fusion, the order was heard or not, TFC Freemen, (25) the L1oft Prowning Aubo-

Lragers geb the ex~

matic Rifle gunner, fired intoc the treo tran

anzle for the rest.

The progresz of the line beeene slewer o individusls advanced a wter

5

or two, fired two or three aimed ghotas, and advanced agesin, each man firing
at those Germens moat threatening hin., The Provming Autoratic Rifle gunners

fired frow the hin, alzing by thelr irscers, and in suite of the confusion
2
- =
cdrpfully re urned P"‘t" e :gazines to th@ ir b@ltu. (Z20) The line was huild-

ing ur fire superiority and continuing to move in,  The platoon leader fired

oceasionally with hi=s czrbine [Z1) but zave his atltention to his formaticn

and the sctions of the enemy as much as ponzible,
As he moved abreast the right lesd szcout {%2)who wos crouching by =

le would not fire, The =latoon lesder

1

f

in 2%, 7Tillemsnlicel, Comn. SRR AT

eplace ﬁbd,oonpequently, had taken onoa
n

, the scout shouted that his ri
PTC Hareld J. Freeman, % 3 Mo
gezines wers CifTicult tor
vai ne almost asz great ag
The Tlat lesder conzidsred
had had no time 1o get snothe
The plat mortar gunner.

convarted to riflsmen,
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Cxddenis the scout's

o
0O
a
17
i
:l_l
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4

told him to wmit snd zet anothor from s

2 f

helmet flew off and he slapred his hesd oo though he hed hesn sbung. &
strean of blood an Inch in diameter grched cubt from his tesple znd con-
timied Lo run like an oren zpiget, melting s hole in the snow,  The seound
gradually relsxzed snd died in his crouching pogition...

D=ESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMY

In & few yards the line reached level ground above the draw, About
forty Germans could be seen prone behind trees, their positions exposed to
the advancing line, The skirmish line almost halted as the men fired flat-
footed into the nearest Germans, who were only a few f'eet away, scme re-
turning the fire and some glresdy dead. Onm the right, a German crawled for-
ward, pushing & MG 34*%ahesd of him in the snow, and was killed as he tried
to put it into mction. A second German, moving as though in a trance, tried
to man the gun, but it was kicked out of his hands and he was killed as he
reached for it a second time,

Looking back to check the progress of the second skirmish line, the
platoon leader saw that it had closed on the first and was adding its fires
to the fight. Cpl. Stubbs, (33) the'platoon sergeant, was steady as a rock
as he vushed his men forward.

Further down the slope two men were down, one holding his leg and one
face down in the snow. A man from the lst Platoon was bending over the
latter going through his pockets...

Suddenly the platoon leader found himself staring down the barrel of =
German rifie sighting at him from the ground fifteen feet away, Reacting
skomly, he stepped to one side and fired at the steel-helmeted head behind
the rifle without apparent effect., Firing three more rounds and clearing
his malfunctioning carbine (34) between each round, he moved on, the Ger-

man rifle continmuing to point aimlessly...

#  Germen ILMG model 1934 :
(33) Cpl. John H, Stubbs, Magee, Miss.
(24 A new wearon which had not been check-fired priocr to the atiack

12



The platoon had gained positive fire supremacy and the men spontﬁn—
eously slacked off their fire and called "Kemerad !Kamerad I to the enemy
to give him a chance to surrender, took up the fire again when he did not,
and then repeated the process; but no Germen availed himseif of the oppor-
tunity. |

The line advanced among the moét forward of the Germans, moat of whom
were dead, and fired into enemy deeper in the position. Being anxious to
end the sction as soon a3 possible snd hoping to get flanking and sealing
fire on the Germans, the platoon leader worked himself slowly across in front
of the firing line and to its right, Turning to call up the light machine
gun team, he found the gunner at his elbow carrying the entire mounted and
loaded machine gun, The gummer calmly moved to the left and slightly to the
rear of the enemy, set down his gun in the snow, and from a kneeling position
fired systematically into the German bazcks, his tracers ripring into one ex-
posed prone figure after another.

Suddenly two Germans at the rear of the group got up and made z break
for the ﬁoods to the left. 4 rifle grenadier from the 1lst Platoon, just join-
ing the fight, ran forward cursing, toock deliberate aim from his shoulder, and
struck one of the Germans squarely between the shoulder blades with a grenade...
The right Browning Automatic Rifle fired four or five long bursts at the sec-
ond running Germsn at a range of 40 yards and missed. The German's flapping
Geneva Red Crogs apron (35) became visible as he disappeared.into the edge of
the woods, the only man to escape.

In the center of the enemy group a German Lieutenant got to his knees,
looked about at his dead comrades, and guit hesitatingly as though reluctant
to live. He lurched by, dazed, with bullet holes showing through the nspe of
his helmet and laced through the back of his overcoat. Spddenly =1l firing
cegsed and the woods were still. The time was 12303 the assault had taken

about twenty mimates.

(35) German enlisted aide man

13



THE REORGANIZATION

Inspection of the position showed 40 (3%68) Germans of the 3rd Parachute
Division all dead, most of them shot more than once through the head. (37)
The bases of the trees behind which they had taken up firing positions had
served well as aiming points for the platoon, Thirty caliber bullets had
pengﬁrated thﬁ‘SO—igph pin%_trunks without‘even slowing uﬁT{-The faet that
. the enemy had fought to the last man.even though répeatedly given the oppor-
tunity to surrender. was mute itestimony of the auality of this group,

From tracks in the snow it was apparent that the German group had been
moving forward when thev had encountered the right flank of F Company. In-
itially they had crawled to the edge of the draw and disposed themselves to
fire across it., The arrival of A Company and the abortive assault of the
1lst Platoon had caused them to redispose themselves to their left and then
‘the assault of the 5rd Platoon caught them in their right flank. The action
in some respects had had the characteristics of a swall meeting engagement,

The platoon was now in possession of the ground but in a vulnerable
position as the flat ground above the draw was devoid of cover and conceal-
ment and exposed to the woods on either flank and the open ares to the front.
Moreover, the platoon had become badly mixed with the Ist Platoon, which had
drifted into the posgition. With the sudden release from the tension of the
assault, the men were talking excitedly, mingling with friends, looting the
enemy dead, and oblivious to all danger., The platoon leader of the last Pla-
toon wes nowhere to be.aeen. |

The platoon sergeant was instructed to put out local security and immed-
igtely start reorganizing E?e platoon. The platoon leader made a hasty re-
connalssance to the front whieh revealed no enemy but strengthened his opinion

that the platoon should reorganize with all possible speed.

(38) Capt John N, Pease stated on 3 Feb that there were 50 to 74 desd.
g2nd Div G.0. 40, 2% Mar 45 states 70. In the writers opinion there
were at least 40. \

(37) A Bn staff 8, later remarked to the writer that he had never before
seen so many enemy dead of head wounds in one group.
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Upon Pteturning to the platoon five minutes leter, he found the platoon
sergeant struggling to regain control, but the two platoons were still badly
mixed, The light machine gun and a Browning Auvtomatic Rifle were sent for-
ward 40 yards to the right snd left as security, and the platoon leader, after
some losa of time, finally separsted the two platoons by directing that they
assemble under separate trees about 40 yards apart. Poth areas were expesed,
but it seemed the best way to regain contrel. The plétoon sergeant then set
sbout to reorganize the squads while the platoon leader checked on the cas-
uelties,

The Browning Automatic Rifle punner, PFC Freeman, helmetless and with a
deep bullet crease slong the side of his hesd but still clutching his BAR,
was being restrained from rumning on into the woods to take on the whole Ger-
man army alone. The tension of the assault, in which he had contributed more
than his share to the platoon's success, and the shock of his head wound, had
terporarily usbalenced him, The platoon leader calmed him as best he could,
took his BAR and ammunition beit and sent him to the rear, wondering if he
would wander off and get lost in the woods.

The dead scout was stiffening in his ecrouching position by the tree. 4
cheek of his rifle showed that ice had prevented the bolt from closing. (38)

Further dovm the hill a Browning Automatic Rifle gunner from the lst
Platoon wes face down in the snow. Apparently he had been killed as he moved
over from his platoon to give the 5rd Platoon e hand. His prized BAR end
belt were quickly appropriated.

To his right the Thompson Submachine gumner from the seccond skirmish
line was sitting with his broken leg stuck out in front of him. A bullet
had penetrated the shin cleanly from the fromt, The platoon leader told him

he would have to wait for evacuation until someone came slong, and cautioned

(38) A comron occurrence in the winter weather, TWhen weapons were
not being fired, bolts had teo be broken open every few minutes
to keep them from freezing tight.
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him not to take morphine’*, The ﬁan replied, "Don't woryy about me, Tieut-
enant," lockinz pleased with his wound, Apparantly both this man and the
dead Browning Auptomstic Rifle gunnei had been struck by fire directed at the
first gkirmish line.

Returning to the platecon, the platoon leasdsr found the light machine
gunner in bad conditiqn with frozen feet. and sent him to the rpear,

The squad leaders were now in control of their gquads and had them sep-
arated and disposed on the ground, A detail picked up the weapons and ammuni-
tion from the casualties and these were redistributed, 4 count of ampmunition
showed that there were only four wagazines per Browning Automatic Rifle and
eix clips per -1 rifle left, an alarming fact since there ccould be no resupply
until some time after the regimentsl objective had been taken, The rlatoon
leader took the Thompson Submachine Gup that had belonged to the casualty,
discarding his carbine,

Just then the company commander came up and said, "Mesn, I thought you
were wasting ammunition until} I sew what was here." He ordered the platoon
to attack directly to the east as soon as it was reorganized. He was in con-
tack with Battalion egein. (29)

The miserable, exhausted platoon formed slowly and at 1250 contimued
the attack to the east, the erstwhile support platoon of the reserve company
now leading the Battzslion.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF THE ACTION

To sum up the results of the action, the platoon was syccessful in its
mission of removing the obstacle from the path of A Company. Moreover, the
enemy group had been destroyed and thereforewould not have to be fought
agaein. The action had taken about 45 minutes; 40 enemy had been killed and
one takeﬁ prisoner at a cost of one dead and three wounded (one of them a wea-~

ther casualty). About two thirds of the platoon's ammunition had been expended,

* MWorphine would make him helpless, a dangerous state in winter weather
gnd uncertain evacustion.
(22) Statement of Capt John N. Pease st that time
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As it turned out, this action was instrumental in the accomplishment of
the Patialion mission, as A Company promptly proceeded to, and seized, the
Battalion objective, and held it apainst mounting pressure until the remain-
der of the Battalion, which was much delayed by actions enroute, arrived,

ANATYSTS AND CRITICISH

SPEED AND INITIATIVE

The speed with which the platoon waz sble to deliver its assault was
rrobably a major factor in its success. The initiative was taken away
from the enemy, surprise was achieved, and the possibility of other enemy
forces intervening in the action was minimized. Mereover, the time that
was gained for the Battalion by the speed of this smell section probably
spelled the difference between success and failure con the Bettalion object-
ive. In part this speed was achieved by the pletcon leaderts having anti- -
cipated the company commander's order and hﬁving made his plan and preparas-
tions ahead of time.

Moreover. the action took place in a2 setting of speed and Initiative.
The company, in rescrve, finding itself =ccidentally at the head of the
Battalion, and out of radic contact, did not hesitate to assume the mission
of the lead comwpany, and the asctions of 211 echelons were corresporndingly
agcressive.,

FORMATTON

The platoon's formstion, in effect, echeloned the assauit in depth and
enabled the platoon to strike accurately at & decisive point on & narrow
front with a sudden and ever increasing pressurs,

The first echelon, the two pairs of scouts, sccurately guided in the
main bedy of fhe formation, assured that the formation was preceded by .
aggressive individuals and prevented the snepy from brineing the full shock

of his fire ageinst the wsin formation.
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The second echelon, the one—squad first skirmish line, provided the
maximum fire to the front that cculd be positively moved and controlled.
This echeion, being weighted with the bulk of the fire power of the plaﬁoon}
assured that the target received the maximum welght of effective fire at one
time,

The third echelon, a one—squad skirmish line, by following the first
iine, automatically threw in the support at the moment of greatest momen-
tum, obvizted the need for communications, kept the suprort out of the bulk
of the enemy fire until the decisive moment and served to push along the
first line.

The light machine gun tegm between the gecond and third echelons gave
the platoon leader a means to influence the fight at a declsive roment,
added to the fire power of the platoon, and, by following closely, obviated
the need for communications.

THE LEADER'S POSITION IN TEE FORMATICON

The platoon leader's position in this action was in the center and h
abrezst of the main element (first skirmish line}, From this position he
was able to exercise some control over the scouts to his front, lead the
main element, and exercise some control of the seccnd (support) skirmish
lineg to his rear.

Doctrine states that the leader should be at the point where he can
most influence the action of his unit, In.the case of the platoon in the
assault against fire, it is difficult to escape the conclusion that this
point i1s well forward, where his personal presence can be felt.

The action of A Company's two platoons shows an example of an assault
thet was led from the front and was successful and one that was led from
the rear and failed. . General Patton has described this phenomenon in terms

of a piece of wet spaghetti thzat can be pulled forward but bends if pushed.
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GETTING THE MEN TO FIRE

Probably every men in the Zrd Flatoon fired with the exception of two
casualties who were hit before they cculd fire., {40) Thiz action shows that
it is possible and practical to get all of the men to fire if sufficient con-
sideration is given to formation, distribution of leaders and automatic wea-—
rons, and psychological factors.

The measures used with the first skirmish line, for example, were stren-
gthening the flank extremities - the weskest points of a line advancing against
fire - with Browning Automatic Rifles, placing the platoon leader at the wid--
dle and a squad leadsr and assistant squead leader midway to each flank, having
the men fire under controlled conditions prior to the firefight in order to
break down any resistance to firine, and firing by the leaders to set the ex~
ample. The nine-man line contained one leader and one automatic weapon in
every three men.

Since the number of men who fire killing or neutralizing fire at the
desired place and time is .the true measure of a small unitf's combat effidiency,
and in the average American unit in the last war perhaps only 15% (41) of the
men fired in a given action, it cap be seen that a tremendous advantage ac-
crues to the unit that can get a high proportion of its men to fire,

FLEXTBILITY

The platoon was able to fight effectively even though its recent leaders
were gone, its original squad identities losi, its erew—served : Wweapons men
serving as riflemen and vice versa, and its organization differing radically
from, and its strength considerably below, T/0. (42) Its maintenance of
fighting efficiency was due in part to the following:

The men hed great pride in unit.identifying themselves not only with
their squads and platoon, but even to a greater degree with recipent and div-

ision. Thus the loss of squad identities ~ platoon identity in the case of

FIY " PEronal OFseTvallon TUTiBg AT ACLIOn & TEAULLE of the chegk ol Smno
{41} A-8, p. o4 Auring reorsn,

(42) T/0& T 7-37, 1 Aug 44

19



the six men from the disolved platoon -~ did not greatly effect their esprit.
The men had been trained in all of the weapons of the platcon - a div-
ision policy - =and had had impressed on them that guick switches of jobs
would be made as casualties reguired. Thus they were technically and psy-
chologidally prepared to tske on new jobs in an emergency.
As the strength of the platoon fell, reorganizations had kept its
weapons and manpower in balance, Woreover, as a £2-man plateon it was at
a better "fighting strength" than at its T/Drstrength becsuse of improved
control.

REORGANIZATION

There was a dangerous logs of time in reorganization on the objective,
Had the enemj been shle to react with fire or counterattack, the platoon
easily could have lost the objective it had just taken and have suffered
heavy casualties., The delay resulted essentially from two cause3. The pla-
toon leader had not foreseen the possibility of his unit becoming mixed with
a leaderless unit on the objective and therefore was slow in tsking positive
action to separate them. Secondly, he did not anticipate that the objective,
which offered good defensive ground to the ememy, would offer him no cover
for his reorganization,

TRACFR-LOADING THE BROWNING AUTCMATIC RIFLE

In this action tracer lecadings in the Browning Avtomstic Rifles faeili-
tated hip shooting by the BAR guhners and fire control by the leaders and,
it is believed, was a favorable morale factor for the other soldiers of the
platoon who could see fire as they adwvanced,

A tracer loading of one tracer round to three rounds of ball gave good
tracer visibility. Tracers were obtained Yy unloading the tracer from light
machine gun belts. The light machine gun belts were then filled up with ball

and could be used for night firing.
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By shooting through the tree trunks behind which the enemy was firing in
prone positions, the platoon was sble to usze the trees as giming points and
to inflict greater casualties than would have resulted if the enemy had fought
in the open., Beczuse the enemy was prone & bullet fired through the base of
a tree was likely to cause a fatality by striking him in the head or passing
longetudinally through his body. It was found that 30 inches of green nine

did not stop Caliber 30 rifle bullets.

LESZCHNS
1. In the attack speed and initistive are often the keys to success.
2 A& platoon formation which schelcns an assault in depth. adds power

to the assault and improves control,

2. In the assault the platoon leader must lead from the froot, not
mush from the Tear.

4, In the platoon assault it is possible to get practically all of
the men to fire if adsquate congideration is given to formation, distribution
of leaders and weapons, and psychologicel factors.

3. Platoon organization should be fliexible so thst combat efficiency
is maintained regardless of strength,

6. In planning for the reorganization on the objective. the leader
must anticlpate the possibility of friendly unlts being mixed on the objective
and that the obiective may offer no cover for the reorganizaticn.

7 The effectiveness of the Browning Automatic Rifle for daylight fir-
ing is increased when it is loaded with tracer (1 to 3),.

8. In woods fighting the sbility of swall arms fire to penetrate

trees should be used to advantare,
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