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During the action covered by this monogreph, the
suthor commended an Armored Infantry Company which
was variously assigned to Combat Commend A, Combat
Command B, and Division Reserve Commend for certaln
phases of the operation. In order to provide the
reader with a logicel sequence of the campaignm,

the entire action of ell three commands is being
recorded.



THE OPERATIONS OF THE 6TH ARMORED DIVISION
IN THE BRITTANY PENINSULA ( NORTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGN)
' 1-12 AUGUST 1944
{Personal experience of an armored Infantry Company Commander)

INTRODUCT TON*
This monograph covers the operation of the 6th Armored Division in

the Brittany Peninsula from 1 to 12 August 1944.

The author has a definite purpose in selecting the above-mentioned
campaign for treatment in a monograph. During the period covered by this
operation, the attention of the world was focused on Mortain, Falais Gap,
and the dash toward Paris. Never before hed any army so thoroughly routed
the enemy as U. S, and British forces were defeating the Wehrmacht at this
time. Becauwe of these factors, little notlce was given to the isolated
exploits of one division. This narrative deals with such an operation,
and it is felt that because this is a classic example of a single armored
division in an exploitation mission, it merits careful scrutiny by eny
student of military history,.

For the purpose of orlentation, it will be necessary for the reader
to consider the situstion eonfronting the First U. S. Army from 25 to 31
July 1944,

Subsequent to the landing of the Allied forces in Normandy on 6 June
1944, the First U, S. Army wes successful in clearing the Cotentin
Peninsula to the north. Our forces were meeting heavy resistence In their
drive south at the base of the peninsule, and progress was slow., This,
coupled with the eclose hedgerow tefrain, typical of Normandy, canalized the
operation of the First Army into an infantry effort with little use for
ermor. (1) |

However, on 25 July, & breskthrough beceme imminent in the Coutances-
St. lo area, and the 6th Armored Division, a reserve element of the VIII
Corps, First Army, was alerted for movement on order from ite assembly area

in the Les Mesnil area to exploit the success. (2)

%*See Map A; (1, 2) A-1, p. 1-2.



On 27 July the division was erdered to pass through the 79th Infantry
Division at lessay, advance south along the Lesssy-Coutances Highwey, and
gelze the VIII Corps objective on the high ground northwest of Cowtances.
This mission was accomplished on 28 July with little cpposition except from
disorganized epemy in small growps and many mines and beobytreps. (3)

The success of the breakthrough at St. Lo and Coutances, and the rapid
disintegration of the German defenses in this area, caused VIII Carps to
order the advance to continue with two armored divislons abreast. The
general corps plen was to employ the 6tk Armored Divisicn on the west,
followed by the 79th Infentry Division, to capture Granville, thence to
resme the attack to the south. The 4th Armored Division, followed by the
8th Infantry Division, was to capture Avrenches. (4)

Recommaissence reports indicated that all bridges over the Seime River
in the division zone of advance had been destroyed, and that the enemy held
the high ground south of the river in force. (5)

On 29 July, dismounted armored infantry elememts of the division
launched a coordinated attack and were successful ln forcing a river cross-
ing and capturing the enemy position on the commanding ground to the south.
Tmmediately following the selizure of this bridgeheed, the division engineers
began construction of a bridge and ford across the river. By early morning
30 July, the powerful armored column was again moving rapldly towerd the
objective at Granville. (6)

The advance of the division on 30 July was characterized by light
enemy resistance axcept at Brehal. There a pitched battle was fonght against
a reinforced German battalion which was deterained to hold the highway
leading into Granville. (7)

By nightfall, 30 July, the dlvision had overcome opposition and was in
position for the contemplated attack on Granville. However, during the
night, orders were received from corps headquarters to continne the advence

(3) &1, p. 2; (4) A-1, p. 4; (5) -1, p. 4 and personal kmowledge, self;
(6) A-1, p. 4 and personal knowledge, self; (7) A-1, p. 5.
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at 0600 31 July, proceed directly to Le Point Gilbert, remain disposed in
depth, and await furtber orders. (8)

Tt is interesting to note at thie point that although no coordinated
attack could be made on Granville because of the latest orders from the
Corps Commander, the division G-3 with ome ﬁlatotm of light tanks dashed
into Grenville at noon on 31 July and sccepted the surrender of the town
and the German garrison without encountering resistance. (9)

By 2100 31 July the division was in position, with ferwerd elements
at Le Pont Gilbert, at which time orders were received to relieve the
4th Armored Division and the 13th Infantry Regiment at Avrauches amd to
secure bridges to the morthwest and at Pomtaubault to the south. (10)

Until this time, the directives received by the division contexplated
no immediate advance beyond Avranches. On the strength of these directives,
the division reserve was semt through to the south to hold the bridgehead
at Portaubault. During the night of 31 July - 1 August enemy eir was very
active, strafing the armored columns and bombing the bridges. This air
activity, together with the indescribeble mountairs of battle rubble in
Avranches, slowed the advance of Reserve Commsnd which, of necessity had
to follow one main route through the town. (11)

At midnight 31 July the Third U, S. Army beceme operational in France
azid took over the VIII Corps. Before the relief of the 4th Armored Division
wes complete and before the division reserve had established its bridgehead
at Pontsubeult, orders from the Third Army through VIII Corps completely
chepged the mission of the division. (12)

‘The order received by the 6th Armorved Division at 0400 1 August 1944
was & classic in simplicity: the mission of the VIII Corps wes to cepture
the Brittany Peninsula. The plan called for the 6th Armored Divialon to
proceed west through the center of the peninsula in two or more columns
and capture Brest with all possible speed. The 79th Infantry Division was
(8) A-1, p. 6 and personal knowledge, self; (9) A-1, p. 7 and persensl

knowledge, self; (10) A-1, p. 6; (115 A-1, p. 7-8 and perscnsal experience,
self; (12’ A-7; A-l, p. 7; A-3, p. 3.



degignated to follow the 6th Armored Division, and later this was changed
to place the 83d Infantry Division in the infantry support role. Despite
thess orders, meither of these units ever csught up with the division, and
on 4 August, the Division Commander was informed by the Army Commander that
he would have no infantry support for the operation. (13)

Thus it 1s seen that the 6th Armored Division was completely unfettered
in an 1solated area of approximately eleven thousand square miles, left to
its own devices to accomplish the mission of marching over two hundred miles
to capture a fortress port.

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

The Brittany Peninsula, over which the &6th Armored Divielon was to
operate, does not contain those geographical characteristles which are
generally considered favorable for an armored maneuver, All of Brittany
is a hedgerow country, and in the west the hedges become very formidable.
The earth embanlments often reach & helght of over six feet and are sur-
mounted by shrubs and trees, rendering observation extremely limited. (14)

The peninsula comprises two distinct zones, a maritime zone and an
inland zone. In the center of the inland zone there are two plateaus,
partly covered with landes, wmproductive moorland. The souwthern platesu
is contimed by the Montagues Nolres and the northern is dominated by the
Monts d'Arree. The inland waterways are torrent-like, and most rivers are
unfordeble because of their steep banks and rapld current. (15)

The maritime zone consists of a rocky, indented coast, lined with
reefs and islets., The mouths of the rivers form deep estunaries, making
several excellent seaports. {(16)

In general, the terrain can be described as close country, to a degree
gufficient to restrict the maneuver of an armored unit. (17)

(13) A-3, p. 4~5; (14) A-4, Brittany, end personal experience, self;
(15, 16) A-4, Brittany; (17) Personal knowledge, self,
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¥hen orders were received from VIII Corps at 0400 1 August for the
6th Armored Division to move through the Brittany Peninsule and capture
Brest, the Reserve Command was in the process of relieving the 4th Armored
Division and securing a bridgehead at Pontsubsult., The remainder of the
divielon was disposed in an assembly area immediately morth of Avranches. (18)

Speed was the essential factor, as specified by the corps order. TIwo
routes were prescribed as guides for the division to follew on ite march to
Brest, but the directive stated that major centers of resistance were to be
avoided. (19)

The division policy at this time was to employ the Reserve Command
Heedquarters to control combat troops temporarily held in division reserve,
and to carry out defensive missions which @id not require the complex
commend orgenizetion provided by a combat command headquarters. Not-
withstanding thie policy, there were many times when it was necessary for
the Reserve Commend to undertake offensive action. This was the first
time. (20) |

There was a bottleneck through Avranchee and at Pentaubeult Bridge
to the south. Only one route was available to the divieion until Pontaubault
was passed and the turn to the west negotiated. This route was occupled by
the Reserve Command. Therefore, the command was directed to advance south-
west at the head of the divielon and secure a bridgehesad at Ponikorsom,
thereby epebling the remainder of the divieion to clear the bottleneck and
develop on & broad fromt. (21)

The Reserve Commerd moved out and met sharp resistance at Bree, a
emall village appreximately ten miles short of the objective Pontorson.

After a well camouflaged ensmy let the .entire advance guerd pass through
the village, he cpened fire on the leading battery of self-propelled artillery

%See Map A; (18) A-1, p. 6 and personal experience, self; (19) i-1, p. 8;
(20) A~1, p. 7; {21) a-1, p. 8 and personal experienes, self.
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which was merching at the head of the main body. Three of the guns were
destroyed by enemy fire before the flying armored column could deploy.
After a three-hour battle, the strong point was reduced with a loss to the
enemy of &n unknown number killed, 90 prisoners taken, and 3 batterles of
horse~drawn artillery and one 88mm gun destroyed. Upon reaching Pontorson,
Reserve Command established the bridgehead without incident, although it
experienced some difficulty im clearing the town of snipers who were firmly
entrenched in the buildings. The mopping up wes completed by dark end the
commend was ordered to halt for the night. (22)

In the meentime, the remainder of the divigion, which had been north
of Avranches early in the morning,lwas slowly moving through the bottleneck.
Combat Command A passed through Pontaubault eerly in the afternoon, swmg
wide to the south, and made an uncontested crossing of the le Couesnon
River south of the Reserve Command's bridgehead overrtbe seme river at
Pontorson. That meant two good routes west were under the divieion's
control. (23)

Combat Commend B cleared Avranches in the evening and closed in
bivousc just east of Fontorson shortly after midnight, under cover of the
Reserve Command. (24)

Second Dey

Orders were issued by the Diviaion Commander %o contime the march
at daylight 2 August, The general plan envisioned the two combat commends
merching abreast on parallei routes; CCA was to move the southern route
to be kmown hereafter as route "B"; CCB would take the northern route "A".
The Cavelry Recomnaissance Squadron Mechanized was ordered to cover the
front. Division Reserve Command, organized with the same proportion of
tank, engineer, infantry, and artillery units as the combat commands, was
to follow on whichever route seemed more feasible. Division Tralns, com-
poeed of the organic service elements of the division plus three non-orgenic

(22) 41, p. 10 and personel experiemce, self; (23) A-3, p. 4; (24) a-1,
p. 10.



Quartermaster Truck Companies and an Engineer Treadwsy Bridge Company, was
given the mission of following the division closely and supplylng the fuel
and armmmition so vital to the existence of an armored dlvision. Im
addition to this, Division Trains were to perform their normal service
funcetions of malntenance and evacuation. For the protection of these ser-
vice elements, Divizion Trains were reinforced with one company of tenks, one
company of armored infantry, two batteries of field artillery, and AAA and
tenk destroyer mnits. (25)

Sumrise, 2 Augwst, found the entire division "in the open", emtirely
unrestricted by highways congested with hoards of troops and material as
had been the case just twenty-fowr hours previocusly. There were no longer
road priorities, boundaries, and inadequate assembly ereas to confine the
division. At this time the 6th Armored Division could be 1likened to a
powerful serpent constricted and tense, ready to strike out at its prey. (26)

On this day the advance toward the west began in emrnest. CCB passed
through Division Reserve Copmand at dawn, as ordered, and encountered only
minor resistance from small groups of enemy who were obviously surprised to
find that they were being overrun by an Amerieen armored division. Enemy
tanks were known to be in the area, since the columm had been following
their tracks for some time, but enemy infantry prevented recomnaissance
patrols from definitely locating them, By mid-morning the sdvanced elements
of the combet command reached the outskirts of Dinan and became engeged with
the enemy persomnel manning the outer defenses of that city. Strong amd
determined enemy reaction to probing patrols substantiated earlier reports
from G2 and French underground personnel that Dinan was strongly held,
When it became apparent during the morning that the city could not be taken
without a major engagement, the Division Commander geve instructions for
the combat command to disengage the German force and bypass Dinan to the
south. Since some wnits of the command were committed in an attack of the

(25) A-1, p. 9 and statement of CO Division Trains to amthor; (26) per-
sonal experience, self,



outposts, the Combat Commender felt that it would be less costly to
continue the attaqk and capture the immediate objective, than to break

off contact in the middle of the attack. The objective was taken at
approximately 1500. During the reorganization and preparation for movement ,
friendly planes bombed and strafed m, and artillery fire was delivered .
on the ¢ity in order to deéceive the enemy as to the future plans of the
command. All of CCB moved out at approximately 1800 covered by a rear
guard, Two enemy tanks attacked the left (north) flank of the column soon
after the march began, but friendly air and one M7 tank destroyer took them
under fire, destroying one and causing the other to withdraw without
inflicting any damege to the column. The combat command bivouscked near
Becherel for the night, closing at 2200. (27)

CCA, moving on route "BY, met no organized resistance as it marched
west, After covering approximately thirty miles the command closed in
bivousc for the night between Medreac and Quedillac. (28)

Because of the threat to route MA" from the strong enemy concentration
in Dinan to the north, Reserve Commend switched to route "B", following
CCA. The only action encountered by Reserve Command on this day was that
of a rescue party sent out at the request of a naval officer to extricate
fifty sallors and several news correspondenis who had been incsrcerated by
the Germans when they attempted to enter St. Malo. These unfortunates had
become confused as to thé position of the American forces, and did not
realize that this city was still held by the enemy. After a short fight,
one platoon of light tanks and one platoon of englneers were succegsful in |
resculng this party at the town of Dol, just southeast of St. Malo. (29)

Third Dy
| All elements of the division had been on the move since commitment on
27 July without any rest whatever. Because troops were fatigued, the
Divisien Commanderlordered the advance on 3 Aﬁgust to begin at noon.

(27) 4-1, p. 11-12; (28) A-1, p. 11; (29) A-1, p. 12-13 and personsl
experience, self.
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Aceordingly, CCA moved out at this time, and after approximately ome hour's
march failed to make & proper turn at the town of Gael, thereby getting off
their route. The command contimmed scuth on the wrong route for five miles
+0 Mauron where it encountered a well organized enemy ba.ttalion whose
resistance ceused considereble deployment. The Combat Commander decided
that it would be more practicel to defeat the enemy and regain his route
by passing through Mauron, than to withdraw his troops already engaged ami
bypass the place., The subsequent attack wes accomplished successfully and
the command went into bivouac in the vieinity of Gael for the might. (30)

Combat Command B contimued the advance to Brest on the north route,
meeting minor resistance at Broons where the advance guard ran into an
enemy force spparently attempting to escape to the south, This enemy was
quiekly disposed of and CCB proceeded west at a rapid rate. Because of the
delay to CCA in the south, this coﬁbat eommand had gone gome twenty miles
west of CCA. On order of the Division Commander, CCB halted at 1900, eight
miles east of Loudeac. (31) .

Because of the fight on route "B", and since the roed net favored the
meneuver, Reserve Command switohed from the asouth to the porth route and
followed CCB. (32)

While cbserving the attack of OCA at 1600, the Division Commander
recelved an order by officer courier written in long hend on écrateh paper
by the Gofps Commander. This order directed all westward movement of the
division to halt at onece, and that & force be dispatched to capture Dinan
(whieh had been bypassed by CCB the previcus dey). This involved a rearward
movement of considersble distance, as the division was well past Dinan. It
was not until 1900 that orders from the Division Commander reached CCB
directing them to halt in place, thereby creating a wide gap between elements
of the division. (33)

A plen was immedistely made to comply with the Corps Conmander's order.

(30) a-1, p. 13-14; (31) &-1, p. L4; (32) a-1, p. i and personal experience,
self; (33) A-3, p. 6 and A-1, p. 13.
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The Commander of Combat Command A was directed to leave his tanks and
infantry in place in the vieinity of Geel, Teking his own artillery, he
was to proceed northward, pick up the troops of Reserve Command which were
between him and Dinan, and move on Dinan from the scuthwest on 4 August.
An unsnuccessfl attempt was made to coordinste the attack on Dinan with a
force known as "Task Force 'A'", commanded by Brigaﬁier General Earneat,
believed to be operating somewhere esst of Dinan at this time. (34)
Fourth Day

Combat Command A, leaving all its troops with the exesption of
ertillery in an assembly are¢a in the vieinity of Gael, moved north to
‘comply with VIII Corps orders for the attack on Dinan. The command picked
wp wnits of Division Reserve Command according to plan, and was proceeding
northeast on its assigned mission when it was halted by division order.

The reason for this was that the Army Commander had arrived at the Divisglen
CP shortly before, ordering the attack on Dinan abandoned and the advance
on Brest resumed at omes. CCA, returning the proper uwnits to Divlision
Reserve Command, was reconstituted with its original troops and continued
the movement toward Brest om route ®BY. (35)

CCB resumsd its march, but was delayed by a blown bridge and mined
fords at Loudeae. At 1800, crossings of the river at Loudeac were opened
and the command contimued west. (36)

Reserve Command followed CCE on the northern romte without ineident. (37)

Sizmltaneous with the Army Commander's visit to the division, similar
orders were received from VIII Corps eancelling the attack on Dirnan. This
double change in orders necessitated the emtire afternoon of 4 August to be
spent in reesteblishment of commends. Altogether there was a loss of
twenty-four hours, during which time the division made no westward movement.
This delsy of cne day was to have great influmence en later action, as it
permitted German reinforcements, inclvding a few commander, to reach Brest.

(34) 2-1, p. 13; (35) A-1, p. 14-15 ard personel experience, self; (36) A-1,
p. 15; (37) A-1, p. 15 and personsl experience, self.
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The reason for the changes in orders was never made known to the Division
Commander. (38)

Attempting to regein lost time, ell elements of the division marched
all night 4-5 sugust, halting only to refusl. Idttle opposition was en-
countered. Each combat command was delayed for a short time by one blown
bridge on its route. The weather was clear, end the moon was bright and
full, meking it possible to move et night. The Army Commander hed expressed
& desire to have the 6th Armored Division at Brest Seturday night, and
every effort was being exerted to comply with his wishes. (39)

Fifth Dgy

During the first deys of the division's operation in the Brittany
Peningulsa, the FFI (French Forces of the Interior) had kept discreetly
under cover. Graduslly tbey ceught the spirit of the rapid maneuver. A&t
first they timidly waved; by Thursdsy, 4 August, they appeared in the
streets with arms a2 soon as the armored column reached them; by now,

5 August, FFI road guides and guards were actuslly posted eheed of the
division elong the routes of advance. Until this time there was no definite
informetion of the enemy. Resistance was where you found it. Now, these
French wnderground forces begen to furnish puch veluable enemy information.
Of comrse, as is the .case with all material gathered from any intelligence
sources, these reports hed to be carefully evaluated, but for the most

part they were very accurate. (40)

Based on informetion received from the French, it was learned that the
town of Carhaix wes strongly held by the German 2d Peratroop Division which
had destroyed all bridges in the vieinity and were prepared to defend
themselves in the city. The Division Commender ordered the town bypessed
by GCB to the north and CCA to the south. (41)

Combat Commend A circled Carhaix es directed, and headed for Huelgost
via Lendelsu and Plouye in order to regain its designated route.

(38) A-3, p. 6; (39) -1, p. 15; A-3, p. 7; and personal experience, self;
(40) 4-1, p. 15 and personal experience, self; (41) 4-1, p. 15.
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Reconnaiesence elements shead of the combat commend passed through Huelgoat
after a short skirmish with a few eremy in the town. The Reconnaissance
Troop then turned west, getting back on the correct route, and after con-
timing for a short distence wes stopped by an enemy position consisting
of infentry and artillery. In the meantive, after the Reconnalssance Troop
cleared Huelgoat and before the advance guerd of CCA reached the town, a
large Germen force moved into town from the northesst. A stiff Pight
ensued with tanks, infantry, and artillery used to overcome the resistance.
The enemy with which CCA wes engaged at this time was the same enemy that
had been driven into Fuelgoat from the northeast by Reserve Command. This
action which exerted pressure on the enemy from opposite directions was
initially uncoordireted, FKeither commend hed kmowledge of the other's
location or of the attack. However, radio comsunication was established
between the Division Commender, who was with CCA, and the Divislon G-3,

who waes with Reserve Commend, resulting in coordinetion of effort and a
successful attack. During the evening CCA passed through Huelgoet and
halted for the night in the vicinity of Kerbrau. (42)

CCB bypassed Carbaix to the north and encowntered an enemy force east
of le Cloitre. The opposition was overcome without difficulty, and the
movement of the command contirmed westward. Information obteined from
prisoners taken in this action indicated that they were the leading
elements of the 851st Infantry Regilment, 3434 Infentry Division (German),
marching to St. Brieue, a coastal city approximately fifty miles emst. The
advance guerd masde contact with the enemy again when it reached Le Cloitre,
receiving light a;ti].‘Lery and heavy mortar fire. Since resistance could
not be cleared before dark, the commend went into bivouse for the night in
en area east of the town. (43)

Regserve Command wes ordered to switch to route "B", via Poullacuen,
Plouye, and Buelgoat. The objective of this meneuver wes to bypass Cerhaix

without having to swing as far to the north as CCB, thereby avolding the
(42) A-1, p. 15-16; (43) A-1, p. 16.
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resigtence which wes developing on the northern detour. At 1405 this
command moved out, and almost three hours later mede contact with the
enemy in the viecinity of Poullaousn., The resistance was quickly overcome
and the march contimed toward Huelgoat. Approaching this town, the
column ren headlong intc a deep defile in the woods east of Huelgoat.
Heavy small arme and artillery fire wes received, but the column could
not leave the road becsuse of the steep banks on either side. Armored
infentry dismounted from their halftracks end deployed in the woods to
the right of the highwsy. With artillery supporting them, the infantry
was able to force the enemy to withdraw into Huelgoat, thus eliminating
the damaging fire which was falling on the armored vehicles caught in the
defile. At this time coordination wes mede with CCA, whose action with
the ssme enemy at the seme time hes been described. Reserve Comnand was
ordered to reverse its direction of march, get out of the defile, and set
up a perimeter defense on the high ground near Poullacuen. It 1s easy to
say that & long armored coluwn on e narrow road in a deep defile will
reverse its direction, but it is in fact & tremendous task. The orders
were complied with, and the Reserve Command had no more contact with the
enexy this dey. (44)
Sixth Day

The first pinch for gasoline waes felt by the division. Quartermaster
Truck Companies, reinforced by tenks, infanmtry, and ertillery, had the task
of traveling round trips of up to four hundred miles through enemy-held
territory in order to supply the division. Army had pushed a Class V supply
point as far west as Pontlvy, but this was only sbout one-half way through
the peninsula. For other supplies it was necessary for trucks to go all
the wey to Avranches. Division Treins ingtalletions were subject to
sporadic attacks, and personmel from the division band and the Engineer
Treadway Bridge Company were required to guard supply dumps and fight off

(44) A-1, p. 16~17 and personal experience, self.
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these attacks. Enemy aireraft was active against the treains, but this had
been foreseen and provided for by the attachmert of two batteries of antd-
aircreft artillery. This AAA protected convoys enroute to army supply
points, and guarded Division Trains marching with the main armored column,
rendering our losses negligible and accounting for meny enermy planes shot
down, (45)

Evacuation of wounded and prisoners of war wes almost imposeible.

The division had thirty-nine ambulances attached for this operatiom, which
were supplemented by 2h-ton trucks for the evacuation of cesualties. These
vehicles traveled their 18 to 20 hour trips to the reer through enemy-held
sections with only the protection of their Red Crosses of the Medieal Corps
which were alweys respected by the Germens during this cempalgn. The
problem of evacuating the prisoners of war was solved by turning them over
to the FFI which seemed only too glad to accept the responsibility for their
esre. (46)

Informetion from French forces that Morlaix and lendivisisu were
strongly held hy_the Germang substantiated intelligence to the samé offect
already in the posseseion of the division. In order to avoid these strong
points, both columns were directed to turn horth and pess between these two
cities, then out back to the west, striking Brest frem the north. (47)

CCA followed a very poor route over country rosds which were not shown
on the maps which were being used. This caunsed many short stops for route
reconneissance, end at 1900, while on one of these halts, several casualtles
were suffered from enemy artillery fire. However, no vehicles were lost,
and the command pushed on toward Brest, The Recormaisssnce Troop, while
attempting to locate routes shesd of the column, became engaged with a
superior force at Chetesuneuf, and after a severe fight, withdrew to bypass
that town. (48)

(45) A-3, p. 7, A-1, p. 46, A-:i, p. 463 (46) A-1, p. 46 and personal

experience, self; (47) A-1, p. 17 and personal experience, self; (48)
A-l, po 18.
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CCB found that enemy encountered at Le Cloitre the eftermocm before
hed evacveted the town under cover of darkness. The march wes resumed as
directed by division hesdquerters via a route designed to bypass Morlaix
to the south and Fleyber Christ to the east. At 1015 a strongly defended
roadblock was encountered in a deflle six miles scuth of Morlaix, Three
small enery tanke attacked the column but were destroyed by friemndly fire.
Enemy persormel, from emplacements on the high ground on both sides of the
defile, placed small arus fire and threw grenades on the mdvance guard,
inflicting several casualties. A new advance guard was consiituted, a
route through Pleyber Christ cleared, and the march continued to the north.
On reaching highway GC19 near Pemnhoat the column turned west on the road
to Lesneven where enemy resistance was again encountered. An ultimatum
demsnding their surrender wes sent to the German force by a French volunteer.
No reply was received, so the town was attacked and the enémy driven out
by 2200. (49)

Reserve Commend, which on the previous dey had switched from route "A"
to get behind CCA on route "B", was shifted back to the northern route agaln.
The reason for this move was to avoid the poor roads and extremely slow
progress encountered by Combat Command A this dey. (50)

Seventh Day

Plans were formulated by the divlision for closing in on Brest during
this lest dey of the long march. The clty was known to be strongly fortl-
f1ed and garrisoned by a large mmber of men, but it was thought that by
striking swiftly from an unexpected direction, complete surprise could be
atteined. Provided the enemy conld be ceught off balence, it was likely
that the momentum of the division, hitting with three armored columns
simultaneously, would carry it into Brest with little opposition, thms
forcing a quick, successful conclusion to the meneuver. It was decided

that greatest succeas would be achieved by an approach in three columns
(49) A-1, p. 18; (50) A-1, p, 17 and personal experience, self.
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from the northwest, north, and northeast. CCB, the right (west) columm,
was to attack southeast from Bourg-Blanc. Reserve Command, in the center,
would break off from CCA's column and approach south from Plouvien. CCA
was to come in through St. Thoman and Guipavas, attacking southwest. (51)

Combet Command A bypassed Landivisiauw to the north, contimuing the
march in a westerly direction. During the day hostile resistance incressed,
and the column received light artillery fire scuth of St. Thoman. Heavler
artillery fire was encountered west of Kersalnt. Beceause of bad roed con-
ditions and enemy resistance, the command halted some distance north of its
assigned position, making no more movement this day. {52)

Gombat Command B resumed its march at 0100 following a successful
engagement et Lesneven., Upon leaving this town, more intense enemy activity
was encountered, cauping the commander to cease all movement until dawm.

An sssembly area east of Lesneven was occupied for the remainder of the
night, and the column moved out once again at 0800. Considersble amall
arms fire was received south of Lesneven., FPlabennec was bypassed by circling
1t to the north and west. An enemy force was cleared from the town of
Plouvien, which it was necessary to control in order to secure Reserve
Command's rouwte south into the eity of Brest. The remainder of CGCA's move-
ment was uneventful until the interaection with highwﬁy GC26 was reached
west of Bourg-Blanc. Elements of the advance guard were allowed to pass
this eroseroad and proceed to a point Just east of Milizac before encounter-
Ang strong resistance in the form of artillery, mortar, and small arms fire.
A large antiaireraft warning system and observetion post were discovered

in the vieinity of the intersection at highway GC26, and upon the reduction
of that installation, enemy fire ceesed snd was not regumed in the area.
Forward elements of the combat command moved south, coming in view of an
observation post directing fire from the vieinity of Brest. These units
wore withdramm and the shelling ceased. (53)

(51) A-l; . 18-19; A-3, p. 6; and personal knowledge, self; (52) a-1,
p. 19; (53) a-1, p. 19-20.
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Reserve Command followed CCB's route as far as Plouvien, where it
turned south and proceeded to an assembly position and halted on order. (54)

It was inmpossible for the three columns of the division to strike Brest
on 7 August as had been hoped, because of GCombat Command A's failure to
come up on the left to its assigned position in time for the final assault
to take place. A stwdy of the situation was made during the night of 7-8
August and it wes determined that & coordinated attack, employing the entire
power of the division, would be necessary io take Brest, and that this
attack would have to be made quickly or even more force would be required.
(55)

THE BATTLE T BREST*

Plans were made for a coordinated attack on Brest, and orders issued
early 8 August for the attack to be made at dawn 9 August. In the meantime,
during the early morning of 8 August, the Division G-2 and an Interpreter
entered the city in a quarter-ton truek draped with a white flag to present
the Germen Commander with the demand for the surremder of Brest: (56)

HEADQUARTERS, 6TH ARMORED DIVISION
Office of the Commanding General

APO 256, US ARMY
8 August 1944

MEMOR ANDUM :
TO : QOfficer Commanding German Forces in Brest

1. The United States Army, Naval, and Air Force troops are
in pesition to destroy the garrison of Brest.

2. This memorandum constitutes an opportunity for you to
surrender in the face of these overwhelming forces to representatives
of the United States Government and avoid the unnecessary sacrifice
of lives.

3. I shall be very gled to receive your formal surrender and

mske the detailed arrangements any time prior to 1500 this date.

(55) A~1, p. 20 and personal knmowledge, self; *See Map B; (56) A-1, p. 20,
A‘B, pa 3.
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The officer who brings this memorandum will be glad to gmide
you and necessary members of your staff, not exceeding six, to

my headcquarters.

R, W, GROW
Major General, USA
Commanding

Unfortunately the command of Brest had passed om the previocus day to
the Commanding General of a German Paratroop Division who, with his
division, hsd managed to reach the eity from the south just im time to
substantially reinforce the defense. The German general was polite but
refused to consider surrender. (57}

The tired troops prepared for the assault on the following morning.
Many changes in the assignments of troops to ecombat commands were necessary.
Reserve Command had fought only two battles of any comsequence (Bree,

1 August, and Huelgoat, 5 Auvgust) since the maerch began; therefore, the
Commander of CCB was assigned those troops for the attack, and the units
that had been masigned to CCE were redesignated Division Reserve. All
artillery (5 battalions) was gathered under centralized control and occupied
positions to support the attack. (58)

The divizlon plan of attack called for Combat Command A to attack in
a gouthwesterly direction through Guipawvas; Combat Command B was to attack
in the seme direction and on the right of CCA; Reserve Command would follow
cca. (59)

All dsy long wnite were shifted to attack positiona, resulting in
heavy enemy artillery fire being placed on troops whenever 'I;hey moved or
when they came under chaservation of the Germans. Many vehiculsr and
persommel casualties were sustained, partieularly in Combat Command A.
Division Trains were attacked from the north when they moved into an
assembly area near Plouvien., Protective vnits with the trains beat off
this attack, and the command proceeded to its bivousc area. As the day
grew later, smell arms and artillery fire in increasing amounts was coming

(57) A-1, p. 20; A-3, p. 3; (58) A-3, p., 7-8 and personal experience, self;
(59) A-B, P 8-
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in from the rear (north). (60)

In the early evening the situation confronting the division was es
follows: CCB, newly organized with troope formerly in Reserve Command, was
in position for the attack; CCA, which had suffered severe casualties from
enemy artillery, was not in position and probably would be unable to be in
position to attack by deylight; the cavalry was covering the division rear,
but it was evident that a serious threat was building up in the north. The
sbsence of the artillery observation eireraft, all of which bad been lost,
made it impossible to determine just what was pressing from the rear.
However, this mystery was cleared up at 2230 hours when the Commanding
General of the 266th Infentry Division (German) drove his car into the rear
of one of the 6th Armored Division's artillery positions by accldent and was
taken prisoner. The entire 266th Division was attempiing to fight their way
into Prest., This was the unit that the 6th Armored Division had bypassed
at Morleix. (61)

The Division Commander immedlately cancelled the attack order and
directed the combat commends and Reserve Command, which had not yet moved
from the west flank, to reverse their directions, leaving only a coverlng
force to face Brest. All three commsnds were to move north at daylight to
attack and destroy the German 266th Division which was now located in the
vicinity of Plouvien and Bourg-Blanc. All night small arms fire burst
from every hedgerow around the division. Activity around the division CP
and PW enclosure was particularlj heavy becauss of efforts by the Germans
to 1iberate their captured ldeutenant General. (62)

During the ensuing battle on 9 August, the German division was com-
pletely destroyed in what was described by the Commanding General of the
6th Armored Division as a massacre., CCB hit the main body consisting of
three Germen regiments in the Besquelen area, while casualty depleted CCA
and Reserve Command completed the debacle by striking at the enemy's flanks
(60) a-1, p. 20; A-3, p. 8; and personal experience, self; (61) A-1,

p. 20-21; 4-3, p. 8; and personal experience, self; (62) A-3, p. 8 and
peracnal experience, self.



at Plouvien and Bourg-Blesmc, respectively. Artillery units of the division
had the unique experience of having some batteries firing north, while
others were firing south against Brest. Fighter - bombers supported the
atteck on this dey by strafing enemy columns to the north which had not
hed sufficient time to gain cover or properly dispose for combat. Friendly
airoraft completely wiped out a columm of enemy treins and ertillery on the
Plouvien-Lesneven Roed. In the meantime, wnits of the dlvision which were
covering Brest were being hard-pressed from the scuth by Germen troops from
Brest attempting unsmccessfully to come to the aid of the beleaguered 266th
Divisiocn., The 6th Armored Division gas dump wes raided by German paratroops
who were sble to burn 5000 gallons of fuel, but who were socon driven off by
members of the division band serving ss guerds for the dump. (63)

During the afternoon of 9 August the firast infantry reinforcements
reached the division. One battalion of the 28th Infantry, £th Division,
arrived from the Rermes area. This unit wee given the miselon of securing
the commanding ground near Guipavas to cover the renewal of the interrupted
attack on Brest., Task Force "A" (previously referred to in this monograph
on the third day of the merch to Brest) also reached the vieinity of
Lesneven the same day, but was vmeble to assist the division in the attack
on Brest becesuse of other commitments. However, this force wes of great
agsistsnce in the protection of the division rear. (64)

Following the attack on the German 266th Division, the éth Armored
Divigion went into an assenbly area neesr Plouvien out of renge of observed
artillery fire, and for the first time since 27 July had an opportuni ty
to rest and reservice. The Division Cavelry Recomnsissance Squadron
established sereen to the south and flanks, while the attached battalion
of the 28th Infantry Regiment was assigned the task of securing the line
Gousenou-Guipavas in force to cover positions from which artillery could
reach the center of Brest. (65)

(63) A-1, p. 22, 23, 24; A-3, p. 8; personel experience, self; (64) A-3,
p. 8-9; t65) A-1, p. 24; personzl experience, self,
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Plans were again made for an attack on Brest, Careful intelligence
atudies were made by G-2 snd distributed to 211 units for further study by
all conmandera and staffs. Combat Command A was given the mission of
selzing a strong jump-off position in the vieinity of Gulpavas. The purpose
of this eperation was to secure a line of departure for the attack against
what seemed to be the weakest defenses of the city, and from which position
the entire operation could be supported without displacement of artillery. (66

On 10, 11, and 12 August, small forces were dispatched to small cosst
defense towns to the north and northwest where the surrender of many Germans
was.effected. Dispersed elements of the 266th Division were rounded up on
these days as well as a large mumber of troops which had been stationed in
the loeal villages swrrounding Brest. (67) |

Delays ineident to reorganization and redistribution of troops pre-
cloded a coordinated attack by CCA to accomplish its assigned mission wntil
12 August, This attack began et 0BOO and after a very hard day's fight the
command consolideted its positiom 200 yards short of the Gousenou-Guipavas
highway. At this time, the command was given a change of mission to contain
the enemy troops in Brest. (68)

Before readjustments in the division for the coming assault on Brest
had been completed, orders were received at 1900, 12 August, for the 6th
Armored Division to leave ome combat command to contain the fortress city,
and proceed to Lorient on another mission, Further attempts to capture
Brest were not destined for the 6th Armored Division. VIII Corps was on its
wey up the peminsula with three infantry divisione (2d, 8th end 29th) and
Corps Troops to undertake the assamlt on Brest. (69)

Combat Command A, already committed in a limited objective attack to
geize a line of departure, was designated as the combat command to remsin
in the containing mission. CCB and Reserve Command made preparations to
move out on their new missions on 13 August, thus terminating the first
cempaign for the 6th Armored Division. (70)

(66) A-1, p. 24, 25; (67) A-1, p. 25; personal experience, self; (é68) a-1,
p. 27-28; (69) A-3, p. 9; A-1, p. 28; (70) A-1, p. 28,
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As a sequel to this nerrative, it is imteresting to note that the
VIII Corps arrived in position to attack Brest on 18 Auwgust, assuming
command of CCA, 6th Armored Diviaion, at that time. Brest fell five weeks
later after the combined efforts of three infantry divisions and other
corps troops had been brought to bear upon it in a long siege. At that
time forty thousend German troops were teken s prisomers from the eity,
to say nothing of the untold mumbers killed in the stubbornm defense of
the fortress. (71)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In anelyzing this operation, one must nrot be blinded by the specteculer
achievements of the 6th Armored Division in its drive up the Brittany Fenin-
sula, The fact that the division falled to accomplish its prineipal mission,
that of capturing Brest, cannot be overlooked. It 1g with this fact in
wind that a study of the campeign 1s undertaken.

In the first place, 1t is worthwhile to consider the reesons for the
mission as it was essigned to the 6th Armored Diviaion. Captain Harry C,
Butcher, USKR, says in "My Three Years with Eisenhower™ that even before
the invesion of Normandy the plarming staff for Operation Overlord had
decided on the operstion: "Owr plan is to get sufficlent ports in Normendy
and Britteny to supply forces of proper size to contimue the drive into
Germany." Therefere, the strategic importance of Brest, second largest
seaport in Frence, to the overall allied campeign on the European Conti-
nent justified this expenditure of effort. Had it not been felt that the
port was needed in order to support the allied armies, the Britteny Penin-
guler could have been blocked off at its base, thus isolating and rendering
ineffective the enemy troops within, If the plan of cutting off the penin-
sulse hed been sdopted, 1t would have required far less troops than were
needed to cepture and physically oceupy the erea. There 1s one more factor
that mey have been taken into consideration by the planning staff in
arriving at the decision to capt:m-e the Britteny Peninsula snd ite ports.

(71) a-1, p. 28; A-7, September Operations.
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It was at these coastal cities that the Cermens meintained their submarine
bages from which U-boats constantly menaced trans-itlantic shipping. With
these bases eliminated, troop ships and supply comvoys could ply the Narth
Atlantic in compsrative safety.

Presented with such a strategically important mission, the 6th Armored
Division was charged witb a great responsibility. Never before had an
armored divieion been given such a wide open field for expleitation. The
corps order stated, in effect, that the division was to get to Brest as
best it comld, bypessing major centers of resistence enroute. Speed was
essentiel, as it was thovght that only by striking swiftly could the Germans
be ceught off balance and the city taken without a long siege.

The march to Brest was brilliantly executed. Flying armored columns
hit resistance, bounced, detoursd the streng points, and sped on. Speed
of movement and evesive tactics prevented the enemy from having knowledge
of the exmet location of the ecolumns and comsolidating his defenses to
meet the onsleught. In many cases German units occupying towns in Brittany
were bypassed and cut off before they realized that the Awericens were upon
them. Only in the coast cities did the enemy offer well orgeniged and
coordinated defemse. The attitude of the Germana wes altogether defensive,
end it was obvious that they were desperately trying to withdraw to Bresi
in order to mass their strength before the arrival of the éth Armored
Diviglon.

In deeling with an armored division in an exploitation, logistics
cennot be disregarded. As an example of the magnitude of this problem,
the gasoline required to f£ill the fuel tanks of 2ll vehicles in an armored
division emcunte to 122,948 gallons. To meet these problems, supply and
service personnel accompanied the combet elements of the division throughout
the operation. When the division reached Brest, the distance to the nesrest
army supply point was 205 miles, most of which was through territory occupied
by enemy po&kets of resistance which had been bypassed. The fact that the
division was mever without food, fuel or ammmition is a tribute to the
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resourcefulness of Division Treims. In addition to the taske of swupplying
and servicing combat units of the division, the trains persomnel were
required to protect themselves and their installations from frequent enemy
attack from both the air and the ground.

The 6th Armored Division arrived at Brest with negligible casualties,
complete unity, and in good condition to fight. But the mission of
capturing Brest was not accomplished. Any reasoms given as explanation
for the failure of the mission are pure conjecture by the esuthor. However,
these possible ressons are emmerated below for consideration:

1st: On the third day of the march to Brest, Combat Command A missed
their proper route, which resulted in their becoming engaged with an enemy
strong point &t Mauron. Rether than exiricate his alreedy engaged troops,
bypass the resistance, and regain the correct route, the coumander decided
to launch a coordinated attack oz; the position end defeet the enemy. The
delsy caused by this deployment end subsequent recrganization lost an
estimated ten hours time during which the south column could have been
moving west.

2d: On the sems dey, 3 August, orders were received from the Corps
Compander directing the division's westward movement to halt, The order
further directed tbat a force would be dispatched to cepture Dinan, which
had been bypsssed the previous day. Reorganization of commands was neces-
sary for compliance with these instrusctions. Having asccowplished the re-
organization by morning 4 August, the division proceeded on the new misaion,
but before this could be accomplished, the Army Commender arrived on the
scene, cancelled the attack on Dinan, and ordered the resumption of the
march to Brest immediately. The resultent delay ceused by these two changes
of orders was at least twenty-four hours.

3d: Reserve Cosmsnd wes ambushed in a defile on 5 August, the f1fth
day of the march, and hed to countermarch in order to extriecate itself from
this untenable position. This reverse in direction caused a delay of
approximately six hours.



4th: Al] three combat commands were ordered to be in position te
agssult Brest on 7 August, Because of poor routes and slight enemy
resistance, CCA failed to sccomplish this, while CCB and Reserve Command,
having traveled longer routes against stronger enemy resistance, hit the
outer defenses of the city as scheduled. It was proved later that the
woskest defenses of Brest were elong the entrances from the northeast, the
route designated for CCA to follow. Conversely, the approaches uwsed by
CCB and Reserve Command from the northwest and north, respectively, were
the most strongly defended. Because of CCA's failure to reach its assigned
position on 7 August, it was lmpossible for the divisiocn to be ready to
leunch a coordinated attack on Brest before 9 Avgust, thereby allowing the
Germsne sufficlent time to alert their defending troops.

5th: The total of the delays in the 6th Armored Divisien's errival
at Brest enumerated above is estimated conservetively at forty-eight hours.
Whether or not these deleys were justified is a question beyond the scope
of this enalysis. However, if the division had been able to strike the
port city from three directions simmltanecusly two days earlier them it did,
there is a strong possibility that the operation might have had a different
outcome. It must be remembered that in a mission of this type an armored
division must rely on speed, mass, and shock action to catch the enemy off
belance and defeat him before he has an opportunity to recover from his
initial surprise. It is definitely known that at least one German division
wss able to get into Brest to reinforce their defenses during the twenty-
four hours preceding the arrival of the 6th Armored., Imspection of the
fortifications surrounding the city disclosed the fact that they were belng
constructed up until the moment of ths arrival of U. S. forces. Forty-eight
hours might have made a difference.

6th: Finally, the division was in position to attack Brest at daylight
9 August, when the errival of the German 266th Divieion forced the 6ih
Armored Division to reverse its direction 180 degrees, atiack, and destroy

the German force which was pressing in from the rear. Before reorganization
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was completed and the attack on Brest resumed, orders were received from
VIII Corps sssigning & completely new mission to the division.

In summary, it cen be said that the 6th Armored Division performed
excellently that part of its mission to which armored divisions are well
puited: that of exploitation deep in ememy rear areas, disrupting lines
of communications, isolating enemy units, creating econfusion, and de-
morelizing the enemy. On the other hand, the division found it difficult
to accomplish those missions which are not econsidered sultable for armor:
attacks on well fortified positions and strongly defended cities., The
obvious conclusion o be drawn from this summary is that the present
prineiples of employment of armored divieions as taught by the United
States Army are sound.

During the perlod covered by this operation the division losses were:
130 killed; 398 wounded; 70 missing in action; 50 combat vehicles destroyed;
62 other types of vehicles destroyed; 11 gunms destrcyed. Enemy losses are
impossible to estimate, since the enemy dead could not be counted during
the rapid movement of the division, and because so many German primoners
of war were turned over to the FFI by the capturing unlts. However, the
prisoners that were processed by the Division Provost Marshal for the
period mumbered 3,715.

AESS0I8

The lesgons which can be extracted from this operation are nct new.
They are enumerated herein for emphagis:

1. The objective must be kept in mind at all times. A commander
mist allow nothing to divert him from his assigned mission.

2. Surprise is essential to the success of an armored maneuver deep
in enemy-held territory.

3. f_n ermored unit in an exploitation mission mmst continmally )
provide for a.'Ll around security since it is wulmerable to attack from any
direction. However, the rapid advance of an armored column against a less
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mobile enemy is automatic flank protection, and only when the column helts
mst additional security to the flanks be provided.

Y AN lThe principle of simplieity is especially applicabls to orders
given to a.n armored commander when he is assigned a mission of exploiiation.
Higher commandere are rarely, if ever, able to supervise the execution of
the orders, and because of this the order should be a mission type, allowing
the armored commander great latitude im the accomplishment of the mission.

PT*T 7 5, Rapid end aggressive movement 1s essential to the accomplisMient
of a mission of exploitation. Unnecessary delays before reaching the
object.ive lessen the chances for success.

6. A highly mobile armored columm, operating against a less mobile
enemy, is only playing into the hamds of the enmemy if it allows itself to
be slowsd down each time it comes to an ememy strong point. In most cases
eneHy reslstance evaporates when bypassed.

7. When an ecrmored colgmn is stopped short of the objective by enemy
resistance, deployment must be automatic. Everyone must be trained to work
togeﬁher as & team to reduce the cbstacle without the necessity for com-

| o ,“w v -
8. It is abolu't.a' necesaary that all persomnel of an armored

4 gmnm LR ‘»ﬁﬁlemm st as. vulnerable to

enemy actlion as conbat. units, especlally when the division is engage% tn

an exploitation.

9. To march en ermored column into a defile without prior recom

ia to invite disaster. ,,,

»
»
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