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'THE FIRST VOLTURNC RIVIR CROSSILNG, 7 OCTOBER - 15 OCTOPER 1943
(ITAPLES- FOGGIA CQVPAIGN)
(GENERAL SUBJECT)
(IT”PODHCTION) |

On 9 Septembér 1943 the Fifth Army, consisting of the
American V1 Corps and British 10 Corps, commanded by Lt. Genefal
Fark W. Clark landed on the heaches of Salerno. Deépite determined
resistance from the Germans they broke out of the beachhead and
dfove north and then northwest up the peniﬁsula of Italy headed.
in the general direction of Rome. Once the landing at Salerno
had been consolidated it becaﬁe evident that the enemy.was committed
to delaying action only and could not be engaged in any decisive
tettle. (See Map 4) (1) He emrloyed mines and booby traps, he
blew bridges and wrecked roads, #e set ambushes and sometimes
engagéd in small unit action but everywhere he continued an order-
ly withdrawval., (2) Even the great vort of Manles fell to the
advancing 10 Corps without obpositioéﬂ By 7 October 1943, the
Fifth Army,wlth British 10 Corps on the left and American vl
Corps on the right had nossession of the south bank of the Vol-
turno River from its mouth at Castel Volturno to the junction
of the Volturno and Calore livers. (See Mar T) (3)

In a somewhat similiar action the Iritish Eighth Army had
landed on the toe and heel of 'the boot of the Italian peninsula
and had driven up to link up with the Fifth Army on a line run-
ning from tﬁe mouth of the Volturno along the south tank to the
junetion of the Volturno and Calore Blvers, and then east and
‘north to the Adriatic Sea. (See Map A) (W) Fifth and Eighth
Armies were vart of 15th Army Group, commanded by General Sir
Harold R. L. Alexander; Thelir movement up Italy wag therefore
coordinated by 15th Army Group. (5)

(1) A-1, p.1,5; (2) A-1, p.5 (3)A-2, p.10 .(4) A-1, p.1 (5)A-1, p.10,11
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THE GEI'FRAT SITUATIOHN

Drawvn up along the south bank.of the‘Voltufno, the Fifth
Army was reacdy to enter the second stage of the Italian Campaign.
The first, of course, was the landing at Salerno. The second was
to cross the defended river and to push into fhe mountaing toward
Rome. The enemy was définitely on the defensive but he was
certainly not beaten. (6) Tt seemed likely that he would use -
the natural tarrier of the Volturno to gain delay so that he
could preware his "winter 1ine"f¥MT7) Already he had blowvn or
destroyed all tridges azcross the Volturno. He knew where the
Fifth Army would likely try to make their crossing and had his
guns zeroed in to stop them. (8)

Onposing the‘Fifth army at the Volturno ecrossing were the
15th Panzer Crenadier Division, the Hermamn Goering_?aﬁzer Di-
vision, the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division, and eleﬁents of the
26th Panzer Division. All of these units were nart of the Ger-
man Tenth Army commanded by Field Marshal Albert Kesselring,
There were, in addition, on the Eighth Army front three other
divisions end other elements of the 26th Panzer Division. Tt
was believed that in Rome snd Neorthern Italy there were 16 other
divigions. These took no nart in the Volturrno tattle, however.
The Pifth Army had a definite advantare in size of 1ts force
but helping to erase some of thig advantage were weather, terrain
and long sunply lines. (9) (See an T)

The American V1 Corvs congisted of five American Divisions.
Only two of these actuslly narticinated in this crossing of the
Volturno. These two were the 3rd Division and the 3%th Division.
The 82nd Airborne Division was garrisoning Favples. The 36th
Division was in Army Reserve. The L45th Division was on the

(6) A-5, p47 (7) A-2, p.6 (&) A-2, p.25 (9) &-1, p.7

iy
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rizht flank of V1 Corps in contact with Eritish Bighth Army.
The Y45th Division did not actually take part in the crossing of
the Volturno at this time. The Eritish 10 Corps consisted of
the 46th Division, 7th Armoured Division and the 56th Division.
These 3 divisions took part in the operation. All Fifth army
divisions were veterans of vrevious fighting. (10)

The vpoor road system combined with heavy raihfall and heavy
traffic added to the rrotlems of Fifth Army. Supnly was extreme-
1y difficult. The vort at Iaprles was almost completely Jestroy-
ed¢ when captured andﬁralthough strenuous efforts were made to
renair the facilities%ythere was great need for more adequate
nort facilities. Mountalnous country, theft by civilians, and
loss by enemy action added to the difficulty. Sufficient warm
clothes were not available to troons. Some units had not re-
ceived their barracks bags which were left in Sicily. (11)

Possibly the most important factor affecting the action
at the‘Volturno crossing was terrain. The Volturno Ziver with
1ts headwaters in the mountailns to the north flows south until
it joins the Calore DRiver. Then it Tlows west through the
mountains at Triflisco Can and across the plains until it reaches
the Tvrrhenian Sea. {See Map C) The Volturno River 1in the V1
Corps area averages about 175 feet in width and 3 to 6 feet in
depth. There is a river valley with hills rising out of it.

The banks of the river rise 5 to 6 feet atove it. Recenf rains
had caused a rise in water and had made the current swift. In
the 10 Cormns zone the Volturno averages about 225'feef in width
and 6 feet in depth. The banks rise 12 to 20 feet above the
water. In this area there are 2lso levees which gave thne Ger-
mens wrotection from flat trajectory fire. There are also a

(10) A-1, p. 10 (11) A-1, p.65; A=2, p. 12



series of canals running parallei to the_Volturno on both sides
in this area which limited the use of armor sreatly and made an
attack with an armored swpearhead almost impossitle. The eneny
had excellent observation of the 10 Corvs zone fron Mt. Massico,
while the 10 Corps had no decent observation except from It.
Tafita in the zone of the V1 Corns. In short the V1 Corps zone
was filled with rough mountains leading down to a narrow river
valley while the 10 Corps area flat plain cut by the river and
mari-made canals. (See Map B) (12)

FIFTE ATMY PLAL OF ATTACK

On7 October 1943 General Clark issued his order for the

Volturne River crossing. He directed the V1 Corps to cross in
the vieinity of Triflisco Gap with one division on the night
of ©-10 October and canture the high ground northwest from
Triflisco. The 10 Corps was to cross in 1ts zone the night of
10-11 October and canture the high ground around Mt. MasslIco.
(13) (See lap C)

V1 Cormns commander; Major General John Lucas decided that
two divisions would be needed to continue the attack after Cross-—.
ihg the river and asked vnermissicn te attack with two divisions.
This réquest wag granted. Major General Iucas tien ordered the
3yth Division to take over a section of the river line on the
right of %the 3rd Division which was in contact with the eneny
2long the river line and to nrevare to attack across the
Volturno along with the 3rd Division. _Due to muddy roads? rains
and other delay the units were una¥le to attack as nlanned. Lt.
General Mark Clark visited the front and decided on a general
attack all along the river line Tor the night of 12-13 October. (1)

Since arrival at the river all units had patrols vrobing
aloﬁg the river. They wére checking for good crossing and fording

(12) A-1, np.3, 17, 22 (13) &-2, ». 10 (14) A-1, pp. 15, 16
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sites and feeling out enemy defeﬁses on the north bank. The
aelay in time of crossing gave them extra time to learn jhe
nature of the river and the enemy defenses. (15) The enemy,
of course, did not know when the attack was coming but he con=
tinued to rrepare for it. He continued to dig in, to.plan his
fires and register his artillery. Time was in his favor, but
the allied army was ready to strike. (16)

ATTACK BY 3RD DIVISTON

Major General Lucian-Truscott,;Jr., Commanding General of
3rd Division knew the enemy exnected a crossing in the vicinity
of Triflisco Gap. He therefore decided to make a feint there
and make the crossing farther upstream. H-Hopr was to e at
0200 13 October 1943. The lst REattalion, 15th Infantry already
on Mt. Tafita, sunrorted by the heavy weapons of the 30th In-
fantry'was to onen fire on enemy nositions acrdss.Triflisco
Gane If the enemy should show siéns of withdrawing the 2nd
Battalion, 30th Infantry was to cross at the Gan. The 7th In—
fantry was to cross further uvstream with Mi. Majulo as its
obtjective. The 15th Infahtry less the 1st Battalion was to
cross in the viecinity of Hill 141 and #1111l 2h46. 1st 2nd 2nd
Battalion, 30th Infentry were still in hivouae in the vicinity
of Caserta. (See lap C) (17)

At midnight lst Fattalion, 15th Infantry and the Heavy
Yeanon commnanies, 30th Infantry ovened up on enemy held hills
across.Triflisco Gam. At €100 hours all 3rd Divisioﬁ artillery
began shelling enemy pbsitions in their division zone north
of the river. At 0155 smoke shells were dromped. (18) The
artillery was ailded in this by chemical units with H.Q mortars.
Smoe was ralntained in some areas for as much as 18 hours

(15) &-3, ».88 (18) A-2, p. 25 (17) 4-2, p.15; A4-1, pp. 17, 18
(18) 2\.-3’ Ne 90



thereafter. (19) A&t 0200 the 7th Infantry started crossing.
Some assauit boats were used but many of the men used imvro-
vised rafts. The 1lst Dattalion crossed just below a halrpin
loop in ﬁhe river. Assanlt narties strung guide ropes. The
current was swift and broke un some of the imnrovised ralts.
Enemy machine guns onened fire Lhut bacsuse the north bank

was high no men were hit. The batteslion had net gotten all

- men across by davbreak and,witgb%%servation that davybreak
b?oughg,enemy artillery became very sccurate. The last boat
to cross received a direct ﬁit; (20) The battalion struck

a ninefield as they moved ur ths river bank. As soon as they
found a draw'leaﬂing away Trom the river they moved out toward
hishway 87 and toward their objective. BRelore they reached
their objective they received orders to halt and nrotect the
left flank of the attack. (21) The 2nd and 3rd Fattalions,
7ta Infantry crossed by wadirg and holding on to gulde romes
on 2 vnortion of the river farther unrstream. “hese two battal-
ions with the 2n? leadinr immediately started toward their ot-
jective - It. lajulo. (See ¥ap D) Iy the middle of the
nmorning they were nearing this mountain. About this timgdL?
fritish Intelligence ricksd ur a German message thet a Cerman
Panger Lattalion was ready to-attaék those troons north of

the river. Plans were then made to zet tanks across the

river to meet this threat. The taﬁks were waterproofed and

e N

to zo tut enemy zrtillery and rachine pun fire had

T

ready
prevented bulldozers from leveling a benk so that the tanks
could ret Cown to the river. When this erergency became
knoﬁn, Encinesrs from Comnanv A, 10th “neineer Fattalion

using nicks and shevels nrepared the Thanl so tanks could get

(19) 4-4, n.h2 (20) i-2, 1.29 (21) A-2, 1.30
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down; Iy 1100 hours tanks were Lesgirning to cross the river.
However the impending Tanzer atteck wzs broken un by artillery
and tank destroyers from the south =ide of the Volturno. (22)
Py the middle of the afterncon the 7th Infantry had secured
its position on Mt. Majulo and wag ready to meke a nossible
Tlank attaclt on ths high ground held by the enemyv at Triflisco
Gan. (See Yan D) General Clark nerscnally made a vhone call
to congratulate Col. Sherman, 7th Infentry Zegimental Comman-
der, in the fine showlng o7 thz Neriment. (23)

The 2nd zn? 3rd Tattaliong, 15th Infantry crossed asg
schediled with their otjective the hills behind Piana di
Caiazzo. "The 2nd Tattallion erossed below a smell island and
immediately af*e“ the crossing ran into fierce resistance.
They centured Hill 1Lkl after heavy losses. The 3rd Fattalioen
crossed north of the island. Assisted by mortars and machine
eung olrea’v in nlace they =ushed forward and sgoon ceantured
111 244, As scoon 28 the enemy withdrew from Hills 141 and
246 he nlzced terrific tant and artillery fire on them. The
two tattaliens suffers” heavr cagualties Tut with the aid of
artillery drove through thz town of FPiana Al Caiezzo snd Trom
there on to their otjective. (24) (Sze Man D)

Tn the meantime, the crossine at Triflisco Gan had not
gone so well. The onery had net withdrawvn from thﬂ nlgh
ground as hal beesn hored., That nart of the 1C Corps cross-
ing on the laft near Triflisco Gap had not been successful
so 1o heln cotld ta -”rected from that anzle excevt nossitkly
artillery sunrort. The lst ernd 2nd Tattalions, 30th Infantry,
were orderad Lo move at cnce to use the cressing area of the

15th Infrntrv. Arout ncon General Truscott decided to have

-

~
%)

2) A-2, +.31 (23) -3, n.91 (24) A-2, ».3L, 25
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the 2nd Pattalion, 30th Infantry attemnt a crossing at
Triflisco Cap. The lst Eattalion, 30th Infantry was order
ed to return to Triflisco to sunnort their attack, This
attemnt vas not successful. That night the lst Eattalioﬁ,
3Cth Infaﬁtrﬁ crossed over at the site used by the 1lst Dattal-
“ion, 7th Infantry and prepared‘to attack the high ground which
had bheen held by the enemy overlocking Triflisco‘Gap. They
found the enemy had withdrawn during the night. The 2nd
Battalioﬁ,.30th_Infantry, followed ty the lst EFattalion,

15th Infentry then crossed the Vbltﬁrno at Triflisco Gap
without resistance. This completed thé crogsing for the

3fd Division. (25)

As the 3ré Division Infantry was Ariving the enemy awvay
from the river, Zngineers began to build bridges scross in
their wake. In spite of enemy artillery which damagzed a lot
of thelr equirment and took heavy casualties %E;£¥'théir
pérsonnel,-tﬂo bridzes had been nlaced in oneration by dark
on 13 Cctoter. On 1k October enemy planes bombted and straf-
ed one of the bridges dama-ing four.nontoons which had to be
renlaced. The Engineers used much ingenuify to keen these
bridges.in-operatiOﬂ_and kent them oven in spite of these
interruptions. As soon as the eneny withdrew from the high
ground across Trifliseo Gav, Engineers under cover of smoke
tuilt a 30 ton bridge across the river in that.area. This
vas later instrumental in assisting the 54th Division of 10
Corvns to cross the Volturno. (26) |

ATTACK Y 3LTH DIVISIOH

The 34th Division had time for nlanning their crossing
and they made use of 1t. The terrain was studiad, and sand

(25) £-2, v. 38 (26) 4-2, v. 22, 4O
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tetles were used. 1st an’ 2nd Tattalions, 188th Infentry
were ziven dry land trainins on assault boats. (27) Sunport-

-

ing weanons were nlzeced and Jur in vrior to attack on night

of 12-13 October. Wverv effort was made to famililarize every

kev man with the terrain over which the troons weould move. (28)

Yajor Gereral Chsrles 7. Tviler, Commandine General, 3hth
MNivision decided to have the 145th Infantry make the main
attaclt towerd Ceiazzo, the “dvision objective. The 135th In-
fantry was to attack on thes »ight. The 133rd Infantry was
held in division reserve. (2¢) (See lan D)

The 1£8th Infentry, less 3rd Tattalion, was to cross in
the vicinitv of Limatola and drive toward Caiazzo. (See Map D)
(30) Compeny I, 1£8th Infantry was to cross on the left to
nrotect the laft Tlank of the Tegiment. 3rd Zattalion less L
Comnany was to gunnort the crossing with all its fifepower
from the hills south of Limatola. The lst Fattalion, 135th In-
fantry was to cross just below the junction of the Calore and
Yolturno ars move into ths hills north of Sguills. (See map D)
Company 3, 135th Infantry was to cross just below Sguille and
canture i1l 131. Temzinder of 2nd FTattalion, 135th Infantry
to crosg atove Sguille and canture 283, (31) (See Ilav D)

&t 0145, 3Lth TdvisTon aritillery ovenel up on senemy
nositions rorth of ths river and &t 0200 hours troons started

-

the ercssire. The lst Tattalion wss atle te cross but had
Aiffienlty with its bests =2rd logt seme of iESvequipment and
rendered much of its redio =nd mine detecting eouimment use-
less. The communicetions <17 net wofk weli and €1 MM mortar
fire had tec be adjusted by the rifle compénies. "he bvattalion

came under hesvy fire but got into the hills southeast of

(27) £=5, v.47 (28) A=7, ».12 (29) A-5, n.47 (30) &-2, p.hk2
(31) 4a-1, .20 '
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Caiazzo during the afternocon. (32)

The 2nd Eattalion, 1&8th Infantry crossing was not
resisted, but the battalion for lack of adequate guides be-
came lost in the darkness and as a resnlt placed its roves
over deen water and not in the area they had planned. Some
men were drowned an& equirment lost as a consequence. (33)
As soon as the tatislion was acroés it moved ravidly on to
the hill on its wavy to Caiazzo. Company G, of this battalion
was sent to the 2nd Battelion's left flank to zssist the
advance of the lst EBattalion. One platoén entered San Cio-
vanni but was fired on tv cur own artillery causing sone
casualties in this unit. The 3rd Tattalion crossed on the
night of 13-1% Octoker and helped in the canture of Cailazzo.
(3%

Comrany E. 135th Infantry crossed as nlanned and with
1ittle trouble occupied Hill 131. 1st Battalion, 13%th Infan=-
try made good progress just after theif crogsing, tut were
soon slowed down by tank Tire and mine fields. 2nd Fattalion,
135th Infantry crossed after dsrk on the night of 13 October.
Cn the 2nd day after the original crossing = number of tank

destroyers forded the river aﬁd géve infantry sunvort from
Ei1l 283. (35) Artillery fire was well coordinafed. The
infantry men moved close behind it closing with the enemy
before he could recover from its effeet. (36)

One of the big rrotlems of thz 3L4th Division was sunply.
The original site chosen for the Nivision tridge by Company
Ay 36th Tngineers was not in defilade from enemy artillery.

As a speed-uv operétion the Encineers inflated their floats
"before bringing them to the river. An artillery concentration
(32) 2-2, v. 433 8-7, 1. 14 (33) 4-5, p. 1% (34) &-2, p.b5
(35) &-2; p. 47 (36] A-7, p.15
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ruined many of them. ZXach time construction started enemy
artillery made it inmossible to continue. The situation was

teginning to look desmerate since assault toats were the only

L3 |

means o brirging across sunnlies and evacuating the wounded.

Fortunately 2 veconnalssance nzrty found a site nesr Squllle

that was ‘n defilade Tfrom enemv artillery. Working with

-

sreed end determination the Enrineers got z bridge inte op-

eration and sunnlies teran to cross in the zone of the
135%th Infentrv. As soon s the 158th Infantry cleared enemy

artillery oltservers from the hills overlooking the crossing

=t}

sites on the Volturno a bridge was quickly Tullt in thelr
zone. (37)

10 TCRPS PLAN CF ATTACK.

Lt. General Sir Tichard L. YeCreery, Commanding General,
Dritish 10 Corns, was faced with a difficult area in which
to attack over the Veolturno iver. After cdetailed recon-
naissance and nreveration he deci’ed to ettsck on a broad
front with his 3 Jivisions. The L6th Divieion was to attack
on the ieft at the mouth of the Volturno. This would enable
the Corns teo talle siventage o7 neval ~unfire. The 7th
Armoured Division wag to eross in the center and t@e 56th
Division was to cross near Camus. Two squadrons of tanks
vere to be roved Ty water arcund the routh of the Volturno
and mske 2 landins on the north side to join in the attack
with the WAth Division. (38) (See Mar C)

ATTACT OF 7170 AT NTVISIOE

The U46th ivision was to make the main effort of the
10 Corps. It was attacking of\ the left flank of 1C Corps.
The 46 Division commander attemnted to rain survrise by

(37) A-2, v. 48, 49: Aa-%5, », 4o (38) A-1, n.22
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shelling a town (Cancelle) in one area on thz river and o
cross at a different area nearer the mouth of the Volturno.
The crossing wag svcecesgiul althoush one battaiion of in-
Fantrvy wzs overrun.bv Germans. Tne tanks vare landed but

diue to mine fields and noor terrain were storped until the
mines were removed. Ty nightfall of the 1k October & battal-
ions of the W5th Division wvers across.A Tnemy tombers tried

" to bomb the landing of tsnks Lut were not successful. (39)

(See lan )

ATTACIT Qi TI0- 7TH ASTOTIED DIVISTON
The 7th Armoured Division was given the wmisslon of mesking

a feint sttack near Gragzzanise. It wag zlso to carture the
town of Erezza and protect the right flank of the 4&th Di-
vision. Unite were sent acrogs the river in two areas. One
crossed gt the loon near Grazzanise and the other at Santa
"ariz La Fossa. The latter was withirawn but the crossing

at Grazzanise was successiul zrnd the division began to move
slovly towerd its okjective at FErezza. (40)

ATTACK OF 56T DIVISICH ;

4

Ths 55th Division mlannei Tor 167th Irigade to cross
the Veolturno at Carua. 201 Zuards RBrigade was to make a

1 Lot

Cermonstration on the right to malke the snemy think a main

bl

attack werg brine made near Triflisco. The area at Carua,

chosen for the creossirg was covered with enemy fire Tut had
. ;

to e uzes sinecsz no other crossing vhere asgault toats could

Fe used could ta found in division zone., 56th Division

troons ware withdrawn Trom the banks of th2 river ani the
Tritigh artillery roured a heavy Tomberiment into the cross-

ng srea, 2C1 Guards Irirade then started its feint in the

i

(39) 4-2, n.51 (LO) A-1, p.2h
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vieinity of Triflisco and the 167th Trigede attemrted to cross
nea Canua. The enemy was walting and sank 10 bosts loaded
with men Tefore thev could cross. The 201 Guards bBrigade

gcot one comrany across tut withdérew them since they could not
nold +their vosition due to the Fallure at Céhua. The 56th
Division decided it could not cross in ite own zone with any

measure of success. Since the 55th Division could not cross

in its own zone without excessive loss of nersonnel and the

*

3rd Divisions rarnid movement wras leaving its flank oven,

a4

Genersl Clark decided to change the boundary Letueen the

71 Corms ent 1O Corns to r~ive tha 50th Divisicn resronsitil-

it for the ridge line on 3rd Divisiors left flanlk. Arrange-

-

nente were then made Tor the 5%th Diviszien to cross on the

-

30 ton Tridze constructed Ty the Zrd “qvigion at Triflisco

Gan. “he 57th Division started acress this Tridge 1% October.
Thils bridge wes still receiving some ariillery Tire "ut by the

"

everine of %he 15th most of ths =4th Tivision was across the

Volturnc. (Sse Mam

(@]
g
Fane ¥
=
H
S

L ATYSTS arh G TTICTSH,

ey

‘he croassing of ths 7ifth Army was svecessiul. True,
the 10 COTﬁ:,CJP to terrain almost cemnletely fevoring the
enery hed fziled in its originsl attemnt to get the 56th
niyision across nes> Capua. Fowever, tiais was offset by the_

cormlete success of all cther unites of Fif th Army. All other

o

ivisions had mcde sveeesstul crossirge. CGeneral Clark's
cuiek 2ction *n changing the Corps toundary enaTled the 5Hth
ivieinn %o crogs with minimum casualties. M%ﬁese actions
force’ the enemy to continue his withdrawal, fichting stub-

“ornly as he did so a2ll alons the Volturno. In two days

(41) 4=-1, p. 23, 24
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toth Corng had substantisl bridszeheads and were driving

farther into eremy held territeory. Yet, the crossing had

cost & large number of men. hy LEE the creossing as suc-
1.7

cessful as it was? "Why was so much accomnlished in sc short

a time? factors was the careful and thorough
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reconnasissence rrior to the attack. The delay in the attack
enalkled comrandere 6f all units tc carefully oprepare their
nlans, to have all key men meke reconnalssance and study

the terrain. This delay also ensbled patrols to Ziscover

2

enemy defenses and good sites for cressing the river.

There was 1ittle interferercs from enemy alr. The only
larcge scale attack by air wss an attewnt to rrevent the
landin~ of trnks in the 10 Corns zone. An attempt vas made

1

to degtroy the 4

_/.‘

ivision Tridge ‘n the 2rd Division area Tut
this wes neot successful. Qur air suneriority nlayed a bilg
role in this success™l crossing althourh there is no record
of eny direct tactical air suprort. Strategic air nower of
the Allies gave vital assistance Ly destroyving tha enemy

air ability to strilke with any measure of success and by

l_l.

olation of the battlefield.
Terrain in the V1 Corps area faveored the attacker. The
deTender could not defend the entire line so he was forced

to occury strong z

3

oints an? attemnt to cut off any pene-

?.

trations. (L42) "he attacker could get close to the river-

line without being otserved. This adventare to V1 Corps

was offset to a certain extent Ty the terrain in the €:>}§ﬂ
Corns area wiich favored the defender.
C

e attack wag mede at nizht which denied the enemy

ol*se“vn ion. FBvery effort was mede to make the attack



A_su?ﬁrﬁse ard some success was achieved tut this was not so in

N
}f%j'some~cases. Ertillery sunvort was geod. It kert the enemy

ninne? dovrn until cur riflsmen could get near him.

Arother factor weeg the zttitule of the enemv. He evident-
1y intended to use thg Tolturne for delay onlv. Ile seemed
willing to trade snrce Tor time. Once the Allies were across
he made no strong counter attack. In the V1 Corms Area

once he lost control of the valley he had no roads in the

nounteinsg end had to move quickly east.

g “lhe morale of our soldiers was rood. (H3)CQQ%7had Troken
' b out at Salerno and had the Germans on the move. The
ﬁ:*ﬁj - weather was not yet so bad as to makéJ%QH suffer much.
' 1 e lost a large rumber of men. The V1 Corps lost Sl
rren on 13 October 1843. (H4) Uhy were our casualties so
d lafge? The Volturno was a natural defensive barrier. The

Germans had Jdesiroved all khridges and had thelr suns zeroed
on all likely amnproaches to the river. He could mass most
of his artillery an” had time to register it. .He knew where
“the allies were likely to cross and was rrepared %to exact
a heavyvy tell.

Ls in 2lmost all hattles, some mistzkes were made. The
ond Battalion, 168th Infantry, 7id not have zn adequate
~ide system. Consequently, they crossed in deever watler
than was rocescery and had men drowned and lost, mine detector

and rzdio equirment sorely neede G Cormany, 1468th Infantry

was firzd on Tv cur own artillery throuch lack of coordin-
ation causingz casvalties. The Trgineer Company, 34th Divi-
sion, 1n bflding the division bridze choffse a location

oren o enemy artillery fire when a nosition that had

(L3) Statenent by Cantain James A. ILuttrell, a Unit Commander

nresent at the Volturno crossing. (L4l) 4-1, ».58
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defilade from enermy Tire wag rrasent. Tack of sgsault boats
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o
imnrovised reTts %8°de o lot of damage vwhen they

broke u~ in svift currents. The sttacl ctarted toc late at

2. b

riight. Some of the hattaliocns were unatle te get thelr ren
across hofore dawmn gave the enenmy rood observation to bring
artillery and machine cun fire on them, The 2nd Eattalion,
20th Infantry made two attermrts to eross at Triflisco Gap
during daylight under observaticn of the enemy. The swift

current of 2z flooded river caused some of our mep)burdened
with equipment)to drovTt.
LESSCIS
Some c¢f the lessons emphasized v this operation are:

=

1, Surnrise is ehtremely vaTuable if it can te obtained

in a river creossing. e -
LW

L

2. Flexirility is necessary teo the success of a mission.

2, Continuous communication is vital in almost every

—t

operation.

L, Promnt and w»roner owsceﬁlnatwon of intercerted enemy
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messares will materialll ”iQ in "beatlne him to.the punch".
i1l mauerl

. Thnorough r connaﬂpsance and nlanning w111 nay di-
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vidends in a river crossing.

6. Unite must be vrepared to furnish their own anti-
—— & i O AN AT e,
tank nrotection.
y o atitont sl
7. Air superiority is necessary for a successful large
g ek

scale river crossing.
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8. Fleld expedients cam.ke usad Lo adventage by ingen-
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ious soldiers. Tovres were marticularly valuable in this
crossing.
©. Good observation of the battle field. is . 1mnortant.
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Tt must te denied the enemy.
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crossings -
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10. Attacksover exrosed arcag _g@r defended river
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should be made at nignt if rossible.
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11. Fight crossings of z defended »iver line should .
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start early.
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12. Strict control an® an adecuate guide system
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necesgsary for a unlt moving at night.
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