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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 10th MOUNTAIN ‘.DIYIQIOI
OF MOUNT BELVEDEER, 38-28 FABRUARY 1945
{NORTE APENFINES CAMPAIGH)
ITROIUCTIOR

%his monograph covers the operations of the 10th Moumtain Division
on MOUNT BELYRDERE, ITALY, 18 - 26 February 1345, in the North Apenxines -
Campalgn.

The mcuthern thrust of the Allled High Commani'a buge pincers move~ =
ment to the heart of Germsuy had lapsed into its longest period of
atalenate in late Ostober 1944, thirteen monthas aftsr the combined ih:qqiﬁ, ,‘
invaded Itely. (1)

®he campaign which hed atarted in NORTH AFRICA had progressed to
Italy on 9 September 194% with simnltanscpe landings at SAIRHNO bY the
Fifth US Army and st TARANTO by elemants of the British Eighth Army, |
both preceded six days by the secondary effort of the British Bighth
Army scross she STRAITS OF MESSINA to the toe of Italy. There began the
long snd laborious fight up the tos and hewl of Italy over high, rugged
und inhospitable moun: - ., -0t HAPLES and the VOLTURNGC RIVEE to the
harsh Winter Linms o i943-44, Bven troops who had fought through North
Africa and Sicily beceas well indoctrinated in the slogging slow movement
osused by the rain and mud, the raw, chiiling winds and snows ;f the
valleys snd mountain helghts,

Phe ultimate success of the lsnding at 4NZIO on 22 Janusry 1944 helped
break the Winter lins and together, under 15th Army Group, the two srmiss
poved to the norih, ROME fsll to the advance on b Jube and the ARNO RIVER,

160 miles further up the hoot was crossed in early august 1944, (2]} (See

Map A)

{1} 4=2, p.88
(2} &-2, p.B2



48 & result of the Allied High Command*s plan for landinge in sonthern
France on 15 Angust 1944, 16th Army Group was drained of asny of ita vateran
di-viiinu. {3} 4lso, the need for trained combat orgeniszations in the jow
sountiiens of Burope, France and Germany, took its toll of the irmy's atrength.
It was apparsnt that Italy as an sctive theater had becoms a secondary
offort. Howsver, continued attacks were planned anj conducted which moved
the Allien from the ARNO RIVEH line against the Gothic lina to within ﬂftnn
miles of BOLOGHA. ‘ Incroaged snsay counterattsoks from dominating terrain,
mpunting supply problems, tired trcops, and few remaining reserves cauged
a halt to the offensive in Octobar 1944, (4) But with the advent of the
Brasilian Expeditionary Force and the as yet untested 10th Mountainm Divieion
lats in the year, the campaign waa %o continue at an increasing .sca in the
spring of 1945, )

Thic :¢riee of Alljed thruats through Italy was instrumsntal im holding
German troops in Itely., It pravented any largs scale movement of enamy
troops out of Italy %o support the fast weakening lines on the Eussian
front or stop the stasdy flow of US and British troops eastward threugh
France into Germany.

THE GENERAL SITUATION

With the dawn of the new yuar, 15th Army Group foumd 1teslf on the
northern slopes of the APENNINE MOUNTAI¥ HANGR. Its front lino was held by
Hifth Army disposed on the laft, stretching from the Ligurian Sea, sast
acress the SHECHIO RIVER valley, up over tha jagged barren mountains to the
SENI0 RIVEE several miles saat of the town ef CASTEL VAISENIO. %The British
Bighth Army socupied the sastern sector with 1te right flenk anchored on

the ADRIATIC SEA, skirting the southern ahores of LAEKE COMAOCHIO. (See Map B)

131 &2, p. 87
{4) &2, p. 85




The only svenues of spjroach to BOLOGNA and $he fertile PO VALIRY

- capable of darrying the advance of a highly mechaniszed and motorized army’

immd ‘their way north under the direct surveillanse of an omw'howu SRR

doternined 4o hald the high groumd st all coste

Opponing the Allied effert, General von Vietimghaff, who hed suscssded <

Genera] Kesmelring ae Commsnder of Army Group Southwest, hu} approximately
twenty-three German divisions ami four Italian Fascist Dyvisioms. (5)
Marshall Grasisni, who commanded the ligarisn Army, vas utilising -pﬁ:oii% '
mately half of these divisions in tha west on the Framco-Italiam froh‘ticr,-‘...
while the remainder were guarding the rear areas from partisan acthit;;

The ro-'i wera split batwesn Tenth and Fourteanth irmies, blecking the
approaches to the PO VALIBY in strong well develepsd positions astride the:
main avemwss of approash, Highways 12, 64 and 66. (See Map B) -

During ‘the period of relative combat inactivity which commenced in late
Octobar, 15th Army Group convernsd itmelf with the task of rehabilitating
its combat treops. BReplacemsnts of persomnel and equipment and the resupply
of ammunition, food and clothing, together with rear area rast for the froat
Iine units was of prime importance. Plans were alsc drawn up that would |
bring an end to the Italian war, Ia the final offensive $o be leanched with
ths ooming of spring, 1t was planned %o initiate a double pemstration, one
by sach army, to hxeak out into the PO VALLEY, followed by a doubls envelop~
ment mouth of the PO EIVER and then a single push up the center of Italy %o
the German boardar. (Sas Map B)

S0 Fifth Army fell the task of the western penetration. (Ses Map B)
The push would follow ths gensral trace catlined by the PANARO BHIVER on
the weat flank and the EENQ RIVER on the east flank., The cperation would

open Highway &4 to the PO VALIEY. Fifth dray's IV Corps was occupylng

[E] Personal Informetion from General von Vietinghoff




this sector in the oenter of the Army area of remponsibility. II Corps
was on the right (east) flunk maintaining oontact with the Bri_tinh. Bighth
Azmy's XIII Corps. The left {went) flank was heid by ths 924 Ixfantry
Division,

The key to Fifth Army's advance it its assigned some of sction was

L
MOUNT BEINEDERE, its twin peak, MOUNT GORGOLESCO, and the thres mile Fi‘ Lo
saddle ridge Iine to MOUST DELIA TORBACCIA to the mortheast., Froa the | ‘;

3736 foot MOTNT BELVEDERR and sarroundings, the Germans cosmesnded obser- \
vation of Highway 64« ZThree atteapts had alreaiy been made up the ;
spruwling slepas, only t¢ he bsaten back by the well organizsd defensase

on KQUNT BRELVEDEBER supported by the protecting MOUNT MANCINELLO, MOUNT
SEERASICCIA, MOUNT GAPPBYL BUSO, NMOUNT? PIZZO0 DI CABPIANG ridge lins ssveral
hundrad meters to the west, Thia ridgs lina afforded ths defending

Germans excellent coheervation and fields of fire of all approaches to a
MOUNT BELVEDERS., Zfhis four mile ridge Iime posed an equally important \
‘burrisr, for it ross from the bed of the DARDAGFA RIVER to a heiéht of

4626 feet, the firat 1500 feat being ulmoet a shear rock face, It was

imporative that thie ridge, kmown as EIVA RIDGE, ba captured before any

attempt could be made up MOUNT PRIVEDERE'S contrsstingly gently rising -

alopes. The plans for the mpring o ffensive utilized the MOUNT BRLVEDRRR

mass &% a apringboard %o the P0~ VALIEY, It had to be taken bafora the

final push started.

DISPOSITIONS AND PLANG OF IV CORPS

As directed by Fifih Army's operational directivas relative %o de~
ceiving the anemy end keeping him wncartain about Allied futurs intentions,
and prevsating bim from withdrawing from the freant, IV Corpa maintainad

aggravesive, sctive patrollisg and relding of the snemy limes. (6}

(6} A~5, p. 111




Tssk Force 45, gompossd of coaverted Ad troops under command of the 45th
Ad Brigada, (7}, had been aotively probing in their sector on the left
{west) while tha It Brasilian Bxpeditionsry Force was getting the fesl
of front 1ine duty on the right (east). IV Corps right {sast] boundaxy
restad on thoﬂwm and tha left {west) bonndary mat the 924 In-
fantry Diviaion a fow wiles east of BAGHI DI LUCCA. (Sea Msp B)

As a result of a shift ip troops undes Fifth Army, in January, IV
Corps was aseignad the 10th Mountain Infantry Division. On 25 January
1945, the division arrived in the Corpa mector and was placed undaer
control of Task Force 45, on its right (east} flank., Thie wes the
largest aingle United State®s Amy nrmit to ba received by Fifth Army
during the ssoond Italian winter, {8)

It was during the early days of IV Corps planning for the operatien
to clear the MOUNT BELVEDERE ares in prepsration for the sprisg offen-
sive, that Major Geueral C. P. Hays, who commanded the 10%h Mountain
Infantry Division, suggested %o WMajor Gemaral V. D, Crittenberger, IV
Corps Commander, the brilliant ard daring idea of scaling the MOUNT
MANCINEL0, CAPPEL BUSO, PIZZ0 DI CAMPIANO ridge to insure friandly con~
trol of thim czitical terrain, praparing the way for the main asssult on
MOUNT BRLVEDERE, On the capable ghoulders of Lt Colonel Eampton, oommand-
ing the 1at Battalion, 86th Mountain Infantiry, fell the task of working
out the details of the plans. {9) For in his battalion was coacenirated
the cresm of the United States irmy mountainecers. Namss of world famous
rock ¢limbers wers listed on the rosters of the battalion's companies,

The final Corps plens directed the 10%h Moantaln Infantry Division to
seize aud hold the HIVA BIDGE on D~1, ad on D Day attack and seisze the

NMOUNT BEIVRDERE, MOUNT GORGOLESCO, MOUNT DELIA TORAAGCIA area, defendt 1t

17) &=6, p. 6
(8] A=6, po 37
(9) Statement of Captain Neldner, C.0., Co 4, 86%h Mountein Infantry
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a¥s for further sction to the northeast, The lat Brasiliaa
‘Division would support s main effort by abiasking ssd holding

STRLI0 in the sast, (See c)

nﬂpw- (10)
ugh one fourth of ths division wers vetersus of the Alsutian

i. ‘as membars of the 8Tth Momuntain Infentry, this was the firet
ﬂwnt for the division as & whole. (11) It had besn a long irek

tﬁ_i soew covered mountmins of Camp Hale, through six montha of the
mﬂ haat of Comp Swift, Texas, aoross ths Atlsatic, through the
n_&:!-uou of the Pert ef Faples, and up over ice coverad roade %o the
‘of snow capped MOUNT ESLVEDEERR.

g As the divisional unite arrived in Task Feroe 45's sactor, they were
n.t_ni‘id- into the 1ine to get ths feel and experiemse of patrolling againat

4 1iving under tha eye of the ensmy. The majority of the time on the

L ’{101 ~ Personal knowledga
£ A1) Pesmonal knowledge




lastigated designed to polish up small unit oparations and to bring the
persocnnel back to the fine edge of physical condition nesdad for the coming
opsrationm, | In¢luded in the training program was the study of sand tabdle
aodels aad sarial photograpbha of the objective areas. Continuous recon-
naismsanse was carried out by the units a% all tises to locate the vitel
avenues of approach to the eblectivaa, ths position of ensay guns, looa~
tion of aine fields, ani to capture enssy personnsl io facilitate the
devalopment of thpir positions. Dresa rebearsals were alsc beld over
tarrain very similar to MOUNT BELVEDEBE and HIVA BIDGE.

During this paeried the division front was quiet with only ineffective
sporadic shelling by the Germanw, and sn occasional firs fight engaged in
by patrols.

Intelligence estimates resulting from ths many raconnaissance patrols
acourately placed foar emray battalions of the 232d Division defending the
HMOUET BELVEDRHE, DELLA P0RBADCI4 area, with four mors battelions in reserve,
Bighty-thres snemy artillery piscaa had also besn located in the NONEESR
area,

THEE DIVISION FIAN FOR THE OPERATION (See Map D)

Zhe final diviaion plan dirsctsd iie 1lat Battalion, 86th Nountain
Infantry Vo r3ixe and hold the WCINT EASCIKKLIO, PIZZA DI CAMPIANC ridge
on D-~1; %o protect “ua left flank of the division, and asaist by fire the
sdvance of the £4th Mowntain Infantry, {12}

The 87th Kountain Infantry, attacking with iwo battalions abreast, was
asaigned the weatern slopes of MOUNT BRIVEDEER, Ite mission was %0 seisze
the towna of CORONA, FLORIO, and FOLIA on the west alope, and VALFIANO on
the northwest slopes of the mountain, amd to secure the westerm portion of
the summit. Upon completion of this phase, the regiment would, upon ordara,

relieva the 85th Jountain Infantry on MOUNT BELVEDERS and NO'WT GORGOLESGO

{12} &=5, Aonex No, 1




inolnding tho saldle bstveen, ami prepars dsfensive-pesitions. L
To the 85th NMowntuln Infantry, also attacking with t=mo b&t‘tll',ﬁ;nl:

sbreast, fell the brant of the attack., Its mission msas %o l’_ﬂ_m,.ﬂ'.thp'jj_.'yfg'rh'_f'::' o

Fusait of NOUF? SELVADREE ani NOUN® GOHGOLESCO %o the northeast, and prepare -
for further action %o seire HOUNT DELLIA TOHBACGIA. .
The 54 Battalion, 86th Mountaln Infantry, on the division right flamk, -
vas assigned the miswion of teking the tovae of SAN FIIOMEEA and MASSARCANA <
on the southsastern slopes., e latter objective was to be hoid until ﬁé :
15t Brasilisn Infantry could move up @) taks over the positlca, The B6%h
Mountain Infaatry (-} would be in division resarve.
Singe the sasmy had somplets obseryation of the SILLA VALIEY, which
1ay directly south of MOUNT n'nmm the saccess of the plan necessitatsd
movement to the assanlt positions and the assmlt 1t2slf be conduc®zl at
night. WAL the hops of gaining tactical surpriss, pr-pnrnﬁnr; sEtillazy-
fire was omitted, Howevar, a well coordinated fire sap.ort plan was
organiwd for ths following days from crganic mnd Jorpp artillezy, as well
as air smpport from RBover Jos of tho IXII Tactical Afr Comeani.

FIRAY. PERPARAT 10K

Rloasnty of ihe diviaion in the western secior of Tsask Foroe 45 mere
ulioud by ths 4734 Infaniry on 16 Pebruary and were concentrated ia she
TIZZAND area in thy soukhern reaches of the SILIA YTALIEI. Task Force 45
Fleld Créer No. 9 recelved on 15 February 1345, dlrectad thalt the divisjon
revert %o IV Corps control and sasums responelbility for its some of ectionm,
effective 0800, 18 Pebruary 1949. The time of attaock for the main effort
was zet for 2300 hours on 19 February 1945. The lst Battalion, B6th
¥ountain Infantry, would jump off at 2300 hours, 18 Pebruary 3945.

A loet minote change in the divisionel plan augmented the Ist Battalion,

86%h Muuntadn Infantry witt Company F of the 24 Batisllon.
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By morning, 18 Yebruary, sil anits had moved mp 4o Weir ssees vty
positicna in preparation for the movemens to the ;1:; of ﬂop-tmn
st Battalion, 86th Nountain Infantry, bal soved up to l’m mﬂ"
very noses of the spemy dnring the night of 17 ~ 18 IWbruary. m"“‘
of the attack slemsants wers to move op snd take enwr.d‘ﬂ; e 11 ot
dsperture during darkness on 18 - 1% Februszy. The westher hai becems
waraer during the preceding day acdi the skios were cliesr. Ths meltiag: e
anow, howsver, meds foot sod vebiale Eovemsnt ail the more difficulte
NARBATI TR _

The assault up the c1iffa of the MOGZT MANCINELIO, FISZO DI CAMPLANO e
ridge sgainst the eneay occoupying its beighis by the 1st Sattalisn, B6th
Mountain Infantry, jumpsd off ea scheduled at 2300, 18 Februsry 1945,
Company A moved agalost NOUNT MAXCINRLIO, Compeny B towerds MOUNT CAPPEL
BUSO, end Cospany C sgainat MOUNT SKREASICCIA. Compeay ¥ had besn given
the miseion of resching the scutésin slcpas of ROUF? MAECINELIO o provide
lefs flank security. A detasbed platoen of Company A vas given the task
of ssouring the PIZZ0 DX CAMPIANO spur $o the nocrikwest. Ths ollsd up m
rock faca was scocwplished withouk incidsns., Howewer, it was a long, slow,
tedioue and Niztag cliab for the l‘l‘lﬂh.tl,; for they carriod nll of the |
necessary sapplies o their bdasks. Tho use of sitask plstoms compossd
of the sxpert mountaln olimbers, lssd the way in seck company, pleking ok
the s:zlost ssaens ¢f a difficolt climbs fnserting petons and fixing ropes
for tas naia body. Of considerable ald in tde clisb up toe firsk 1300 fent
was the artificial moonlight thich wmae oast over the area by ssarghlight
baszs playing im the distasce. Shortly after aidnight & haas drifted over
tts ridge giving added wecurity as the Sxoops nsared the . 45 » resall, '

the German defapderz mare iaksz cospietely bF MRTprise——id SUre wers thay

1%



thai shis appresaoh t¢ their positions waa impassable. The atteck hit the
top of the ridge during the relief of the 2d Battalion, 1044th Grenadier
Bagisent by eleasnts of the 232d Fusilier Regiment, thus giving tie attmok-
ers sdditional aivantage.

A1l unite resohed thelr inttial objectives =ith no gasualtiss, Company
4 arrived on top of MOUNT MANCINELIO at 190300, Company B was on CAFPRI
BUSO at 190210, and Company C sscured SEERASICGIA by 190508. Compsny ¥
of the 24 Battallon had olosed on the southern slopes of EOUNT MANCIRELIO
ai3d Lad asde coataot with Coapany 4 by 190337,

Even thongh Companies B and C woxre held up by scatiered small arms and
mortar firs during the last atages of occupying their asajgned positions,
§hs battalien sacoesded in capturing or killing the garrisons of sach
objective, and ths ridge waa deslarsd secore by 190600, The first counter-
sttacks were received by tha platoon of Company 4 saftsr & hard nins hour,
(13}, olimb up to the creet of FIZZ0 DI CaMPIANC. Although the main
aonnter offsnsives appeared to bs asgainat the arsa held by Lompany A's
detached platoon, all units of the battalion received ani succesafully
repulsad many countersttarke daring the day of 19 February in an skieapt
by the Germeans to regsin tha lpat vantage points cn the ridge.

The ackios bad beon ao immenss tactical success. The occupation gave
the divleion the secwrisy sand protection it nasded for the laft flank,
Iuring the day supporiing engloeers erectad a traaway which reached twi
thirds of the wey up the cliff snd mowt of the probleass in sapply and
evacustion were thus overcome. It slee balpsd in the movasent of tw 70 am
peck howltsers scd seven .50 caliber wachine guns to the ridge top which
wore to e usdd in sapporting the advance of the C07{a ¥pankein Infaatry

during the next phase. {]4}

P
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THE ATTACK ACAIRST MOUNY BRLYVEZDERR - MOUNT GORGOLESCO

With the suocewsful captura of the ridge, the rest of the XOON®
BELYRDEHE attack plan wes ready to vnroll. 4s dhe mountain climbers of
the 1st Battelion, B6th Mountsin Infwntry, worked their way up the ridgs
to the west the preceding nigat, ithe sitack forcee of the division moved
the sight miles from SILIA end occupled pre-planmed positions in buildiage,
hoses and beras that dotted the landecepe nsar the 1ims of departare.
Strict instructions were issnsd that every oms would stay under cover, e¢nly
roniine sovemant ncraal to s ares wae sanctioned. 4t 2300 that night,

19 Fabruary 1945, tbe aalo atteck jumped off, IThe line of departure
gerwrally followsd the rosd mnning from JUZRCIQLA on the loft to GREGCCHIL
on the rigbht, (Sea Xap a) -

The 1ot and £4 Batbslions of the 87th Houatsin Infsntry, tha lst
Battalion oo the right {ems$), ¢ressed thke line of departure axl hasded im
ths direction of COROEA., In the center sector the lat and 34 Batialions of
the B85tk Mountain Infantzy alse meved ont. The 3d Eattalion on the laft
atarted up EOUNT EELVEDERAZ foothills, and ths lat 3atislion, several hundred,
metars %o the esat, advenced towards HOUET GUHCOLE3CO. On the right flank,
the 34 Battalion, 86tk Hpuntein Infantry, moved over ihe mutbaastern alopes
towards S&N FILGMREA. (15)

Company B of the 87th Mountain Infentry mes the first acemy resistance
iz the form of superior szall srms fire that plowsd thws down sozme SO0 yarda
past the ize of departure. 5y use of bsad greusdes, ke enemy was die-
lodged snd tke coopany moved on %o the north. Rasnwhils, Compeny C had been
slowed down by & series of mine fialds whick bad besn uncoverad uy welting
BLOW,

Just sbort of COEBEA, Company B szaip ran into trouble. Grasing Iire

sweaping domn ths meatarn slopss of NOUEY BEIVED&EE, enxd ertillery five,
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apparasntly being dirscted fron the trown of CORDNA, had nalled them %o the
ground. Hellef sxrived whoa Company G, having ¢cloared tha mins fields by
uee of guides who had reconnpitered the area previously, sdvanced on CORCNA
and relisved tbe pressurs., The two lead companies bypassed CORDHA, ieming
it to %e mopped up by Company A, sad prooseded to e objectives up she
neotara slepos. At 0430 the battalion resched the summit, and the town of
YALPIARO fell to Company T at 0600,

Tha 24 Battalion of the 87th Mountain Infantry to the west ajso en-
sountered resiztance to the east of FLOEIO and FOLLA shortly after midnight.
Haavy mortar, srtillery snd ssell ams fire sncountered hy Company F halted
thelr forward acvemsnt until dawn whan tuey regroupad, attacked apd captured
FLORIO at 05165. Company G, after floundering throngh several mine fields,
ksl moved into positions west of POLIA st 1050. The assiatance of machine
gons, 75a: and soall arms wpport from the miuo ridge, ard air suppert
from Rover Jos, had Baen of extrame balp after dawn in the success of the
regimentts firat of fansive,

The 87th l!mtdg Infentry ocoouplsd all objectives and held the ground
from FIOBRIO %o POLLA through YALPIANO, snd up to MOUNT BEIVEDEEE'S peak aa
scheduied. Mesnwhile, the 65th Moantain Infantry was moving towards ita
objectives. The 34 Battalion, slthough receiving fire of ail types, had
sdvanced 3 he vight side of MOUNY ESINEDERE, The leading companier had
besgun to enoirole the peak when heavy suall »rms fire rated their positions.
Howaver, by s ehall envelopiag mansuver, the resistance was overcome and
Company I reached the top by 041C. The baitalion sscured complets control
of the objective by 1000, but continued to receivs heavy artillery firs from
the northeast. Neverthelass, they procedad to consoliidste their poai_tion_:,
dig dn, and establiish corkact with the Ist Battallon,

The 1a¢ Batialion had sdvanced up ¥UHT GORGOLESCO, through known mine

fields, without inoident antil they neared thie top. Then mortar fire, whioh

1,.1




was ‘hought to be final protective fire, fell throughout ths routs of
advence, and aithough it was not heavy anough to halt the sdvance, it 4id
cause a number of casusltiies. 4t 0500 the lesd companiss msssulted the.
objectiva apd the summit was in the hands of the 1st Battelion by 0610,

On the extreme right, the 3d Battalion of the 86th NMountain Infantry
had succeeded in passing through intemmittent morter fires and into 54N
FILOMEHA by 0345 with practically no opposition.

¥ith the 86th Mountain Infaniry securing both flanks of the divieionm
area, and the 87th Mountain Infaniry occupying the gap from the westarn
flank wp %0 MOUNT BEIVRDEER Summit, the B!sth Mountain Infantry procaeded
to contime the attack towarda MOUNT LELLA TORBACCIA,

THE ATTACE AGAINSY HILL 10aa

At 0730, 20 Pebrusry, Company A, which had been in raessrve trailing
the lat Battalion during the init{al attack, took the lesd towards Hill
1088, the next objactive enroute to MOURT DELLA TORRACCIA. Companies B
and C, after clesring the MOUN? BELVEDRRE - MOUNT GORGOLESCC saddle,
followed in column preceding the ressrve 24 Battslion. Shortly aftar
Company & moved ovar MOUN? GORGOIESCO'S ridge down on to the oconnecting
ssddle, 1t was hit with intense and accurate artillery fire, Counter
battery fire partially neutraligad the ashsl ling, bowevar, and a definite
raduction was created by Eover Joe sircraft wiich arrived shortly aftesr
the attack begar. The: continued to provide close in support for tbe
remainder ¢f the day, bombing and strafing the enemy positions. Coapany
B had also bean canght in heavy machine gan Iire and suffered many
casual ties,

Within an hour, the leading company continnsd down the ridge iine and
moved on to Hill 1088 st 0900. Shortly aftsr 1000 the first of a number of

severa counterattacks received during the day, wes launched. The Battalion
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was succesaful in repelling them with 1ight casusltiss as thay dug in to
hold the newly won positions. At this tima, the Begimsntal Comnmndsr of
tha 85%h Mountain Infantry dirscted that tbs 2d Baitallon paea throngh
the lat Battalion at 1800 hours smd continue the attack. aibout 500 yaxds
in front of the st Battalion botween H1ll 1088 and Hill 1053, the 24
Battalion met sach hegvy resistence in the form of small arms and artil-
lery fire, that they wers ordersed % hold up the attmck and prepars to
continue the next morning.

In the mesntime, the 3d Battslion of the 8&th Mountain Infantry had
edvanced acroas the southeastern slopas of the MOUNT BELVEDERE, MOUNT
QORGOIESC) ridge and captured the town of MAZZANCANA at 1500,

During the day praparations were completed to have the lat Battalion,
B7th Mpuntsin Infantry, raliave the 34 Battalion, 85th Mountain Infantry
of its poasliiens on MOUET BEILVEDERE and MOUNT GCRGOLESCO on ths morning of
£1 Pabruary =8 plannsd, The 3d Battalion was to rejoin the B5th Mountain
Infantry in preparation for the last phase.

THR ATTACE AGAINST HILL 1063

With the coming of daylight, ihe 2d Battalion, B5th Mountain Infantry,
continued the sattack through the tree covered approaches o Hill 1053
against well prepared positions. At about 0430 observed artillery fire
covered the ontire area forcing the battalion to sesk cover. This shelling
inflicted heavy casualties, many caused by tres burata. Later, the
battalion commander notified the Hegimental Commander that the unit was in
such serioms condition that the attack could not be continued. Howevesr,
he was ordersd to press the attack vigorously, and by nightfall the
battalicn bad sacurad Hill 1053. Support by Rover Joes and long range

artillery agalu susceeded in quieting the enemy's artillery.
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During the day, the lat Battalion, B6th Moantain Infantry was ralieved
of its poaitions on the MOUNT MANCINELIO, PIZZO DI CAMPIANO ridge by ele-
ments of the 10th inti~Tank Battalion and the 10th Eeconnaissance Troop.
Alse, four tanks of the 751lat Fank Battalion had been suscessful in reach-
ing positions on ths top ef the MOUNT BRIVEDERE, MOUNT GORGOLESCO ridge,
(16}, where they wore welcoms additions to the defensive organizatl om.

During the night of 21-22 February, the 24 Battsallon, 85th Mountain
Infantry received intense artillery shelling and several counter attamcks,
however, on the following morning they moved eut again towards MOUNT DELLA
TORHACCIA, The battalion inched ahead agminst very heavy small arms fire
frem well preparsd defenmes. 4t 1700 that aftsrnoon, being low on perein-
nsl, ammunition, foed and water, the ba.tt-a.l}on was told to consclidate its
positione and prepare to receive supplies amd repl scemantas,

4w of 1200 on 23 February, the consolidation was still taking place,
T& let and AW Blthlionl,-ﬂﬁth Eounialn Infaniry wers in ths proceas of
ocleaning out bypassed pockeis of snsmy rezistance and astablishing contaot.
Bapalling counterattacks aimed at the flanks of the spearhesd composed of
forcas ranging from ten to tu‘.nt; aneny kept most of the battallons® forces
ogscupied during the day. EHowaver, the proportion and intenaity of thege
attacks had been stssdily decreasing as a result of the division's dster-
mined advancens, The alroraft of Rover Joa were agaln over the araa,
strafiong and bombing artillery positionse, setting fire to eneay &, P.d, and
az=anitlion supply peints. {17}

During the period of consolidation, tha 4 Battalien, 86th Mountein
Infantry, which had been moviang slcng the eaatern slopss of the GCORGOIESCO -
DELLA TORBAGCIA ridge, was ordarsd te move up to the ridge line, :,pasl

through the 2¢ Battalion, 86th Momntain Infentry and prepars te¢ continue

TiE) &-5, p. 61
{7} A~B, p. 64
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the attack to take the final objpctive, This attack was to commence at
0700, 24 Pebruary 1945, '

THE ATTACK AGAINST MOUNT DELLA TORRACCIA

With the exception of oocasional artillery duslas, the night passed with
nons of tha expectsd and normal conntsrattacks matsrialieing as ithe 33
Battalion moved up %0 the ridge ami through the occupylng troops to the
attack ares. 4s schedulad, the attack Jumped off with Gompany I on the
right and cmmy L on the laft, '

The 34 Battallon Commander had found on his reconnaisaance that the
ground from ths line of departure towards the objective foll away rapidly
imeediately in front of his position and continusd in a long oasy awsll
np the side =f NOUNT IELIA TORRACCIA. To compencate for thvta lazk of
cover and concealment, he gathered atl ths machins guns of his batialiion
and all he conld borrow from ths 2¢ Batialion, and placed them in poei~
tions to give continucus overhead fire. It mas posaible for all tha guns
to conmence firing as the troops moved over the lins of departure aoi
continus this curtain of protection until the sdvazoed echelons were
practically on top of the enemy pesitions,

Thig excellsat support togethsr with well ccordinstaed strikes by
HBover Joe alleowad the advance to move into the enemy positions with
1ittle apposition from small arms ani artillary fire.

an the battalion moved into the emsay poaitions with the comcurrent
1itting of $he supperting fires, they were met with axtreasly haavy
resistanca. However, as a resalt of excellent fighting by all marusrs,
the batialion gained the sumailt of NOUNT DELLA TORBATCIA at 1500.

Within an henr the Germams had recovered, and twenty minutes later

they hit the westera flank with tha last severs counterattack to be
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received in ths operation, No ground was lost and tii> attack waa over

at 1650. The rest of she night spasmodio attacks accompaniad by artiliexy
and mortar fire wera launched in s plece-msal attenpt to recover the laast
of the high ground overiooking the scathera approashes to the valley
beyond,

By 0700 oz the morning of 26 February, the eneay had beea delinitely
rapulsed, and the final objective was weall organised,

%he 10th Meoantain Divieion had been suocessful im its first combat
arsigoment. By a vigoerouely plu'aiad attack, rfollowing & daring plan of
maneuver over terrain stubbornly defonded by the emsmy, the division had
seiszed all of its objectives, driving a very important wedge into the xide
of the German mountain defenases. (18}

This wsdge providad IV Corps the meceszary opening ian the enemy's
anchor line to pour through to BOLOGHA und the PO VALLEY, enabling Fifth
Army to complote its pian of mansuver, snd togetier with the British
Righth Army, bring victory to 15th Army Greuny in Italy.

ABALYSIS AND CRITICISH

1. COMBAT INDOCTERINATION

The oppertunity afforded elementa of the division to becoms accustomed
to conditions of combat prior to the motual engagesent -;.a fortunate. Prec-
tically all echelons of the division had an spportunity %o adjust o front
1ime duty by actual patrol and reoconnaleesnce activity. The mers fact of
living under combat oonditions on 2 relatively quie’ sector had ite eflect
on the indlvidoal's meatal adjusimsnt Vo what foilowed., It was through
the use ¢f limited patrals that grew to lengkhy aortisa through the enomy's
outposts, that the cool end calm coeperation apnd soordination ao encential

to sagccesaful oombut, wme developsd. Imdividaal rescurcefulness ani

‘,la} "5, De 63.
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pplidatlon of Wactisal prizsiples to mounteinou

vorcanow yehisIams * .

ge ‘and ability gained from this




The value of studying the saud table models, ssrial photographs and
-_lt.uaoptin paire of the area, which was part of the prograa institated by
.tho du‘iuon prior %o combat, iv readily ecen, sepsoiaily dnring the night
-ttuka. The reduction in confusion ad six up sonceraing looations, routes
of advanos, sui cbjectives, facilitated the spoel of the attask and comtrib-
ated a groat deal to $he eleasnt of secrsoy.

Snnh dotailed wnd minnte tralning is essentiad to mountain operationa

conﬂuchl sither in day)ight or dsriress.
s, ':wﬂ_us
| Zhe tacstice smployed in the MOUNT BELVBLSEE operation wors dictated by
tho terrain. A1l phasss of the main offansive ware fronial aittscks. Re-
gu-dlus oL direction, the attsokers wore moving sirgight into prepared
: ..'r'.'-.ﬁ';'i!lfl_-nf fire. The attempt to dvorcome this disadvantoga remulted in the.
_.:uu oF asveral principles essensial to mcunkain cperations: ﬂnt *ha
'night attack, coupled with a secorc prerequisiie. vecreor. The pralim?-
,lii“iﬂ-‘lut-innfot. the MOUNT MANCIRSLIO, CAMPIAXO ridge ead *he inli.ad
tmkornmnmmnxmlom GOR0IBSC0, both condu-ted at mighs
'lithont pnpantou ﬁ.ru. m “on noc e:: ontuhnr:ing ia their: AUGCEIF WLan
.-,tgia ronuud Shat green trnuli- were pariioipesiog in their: fires mtim.f?-:- " :

A third. prino:lplo. ltillsod m 4Ahe first tixs with sunocees in the

:Ituim thu.tu-, ul '-:ths_ c!nu eoord.inntie.. ‘betwaen and. support recolved

.__n the Ehn‘hiea.l"r w c;on.-:ln--aar' lu,pPo:t.m -wcompushndrh! R

e u‘lvmco uro plm.ned Iﬂng the trwou nr ﬁu 'ousmd_,_'




4. SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

dgain, &» a result of sideoquate treioing asd plmaing, the diviejou ss
a whole suffered mo diffioulty with wapply eand svecomtion procedares. By
use of the iacreased guartarmsster strength, the orgmisatlon of porter
platoons within the combak scheloos, aul the use of mules, supplies moved
forwaerd whem they were noeded ami where thay were amded.

Evacuation of casualtiea, although made even sore difficult Yy the
speed of the advance, had bYeen oyganiged to handie a1l movemsni frea the
tattalion aid stations, lecsted on ftops of the mcantaive and ridges, by
band and mule zarrisd litisrs to tha rear.

5, EZD BATTALION, 6BPH MOUNTAIN INFAATRY

The failure of the 24 Battalion, 05th Mountain Infemtry, te mcve rapidly
throngh the tree covered cidge earcute fo Hill 1058 upon receiving artillery
fire, retalted in sxcepticnally heary casualties. iy allewing tha batialion
tc becoms pinnad dowm, the oozmmmdsr net only expoexd his unlt to the disas-
tronm offect of trae bursis, but lost the opporturity to move forward owt
of the impsct area to forcs the ensay artillery ie ceaso firing when the
battalion approached the defemiesd positiems. BHad the h.:tt;iton moved am
tbrough the weoded aresa, iLaa casusliies wuld have besn auch lighter snd
tbks commander vonld bave retsiond the jnitiative, snd of course, obtaimed
his shjuobive waoh sarlier,

Any unid, regardless of sise, mast kecp moving when fired upen by either
angll ares, mortar or artillery. %o balt and sesk cover is sn invitasion
t0 heavy casualties spd fallure. UCoatiramd moveneut creates umcartainty
and confusiom in the ranks of the ememy.

6. USR OF BAPPALION ABD COMPANY 7RAPOSS IN CEERRAL SUPFORE |
Although net a nermal proceduss, the commandsr of ke 34 Baktalien, uu
. Nowntain Infeabry, 1n bis use of all the satomstio weapons in bis fblt'miﬂ,tf:r"'

aad Sho=r b# conldé warrew, gave the battallon sxcellent, ascurute, &h@ciﬁj_



fire, cverhand protection. This ewpleyment i gemmtal mappert allemed
Ei¢ onit $o move in susch oloser than If arkillery and mortar fire had bess
aaployed. '
Bowsrer, dus to the often sxizenmsly rugged tceralm fousd s mountalss, ' . .
and the attendent difficalties in displacing cespaay mechine gans ferwsrd
40 a barry, it i» bslievad this preatics should nst be sncsuraged. The
sppartunity to use ihe guns in defenss against coumteratiecks world anrsal- .
17 be loat if they were continuslly keps in gessyal sugpert. |

7. MOUMPATH WARFARR

It is, I believe, loginal $o assuss toat moautain warfare can well ba
classed as s special type speration Just eas wmaphibious, jwagle or sizberne
operations are clsssed. This faa$ 1s born eé by tim difficulties of legle-
tical support, evacusation, and msre living, ®hich &1l units ensouctersd
whan thsy were first committed to aembat in momntainsus ﬁtrutn. By puse
tria] and errcr, thass units svarcase the lack of knowledge and training
nacesaary to auccess in mch cesbal. They alse wers quick ia the discovery. ..
thet certain equipment narmal te a atandard Infardry divisios wes no%
suitables fer sperations in the momntaimm sod that speciaiized equipasnt sad
a modified ongenization werc needed. Tos, they lnarmed that a knowledge of
conditiona %3 ts found in awh terrain, such aa thick fog, sadden olorms
and extirexe temperature chenges, a8 well as man'e cagabilities vhan con-
fronted with prasipitons ridzes cao mork to bis sdvantags.

™o 10th Eoantain Division had been thoreughly iTaimed for this S¥pe
of tank, %Thay proved that exaggerstsd terrain ard its attandant difficel~
ties copld be oversoms to tha point of sxgeptiocasl isgtical wmoecssa. They
bad bsen provided sith speoisl squipmens and traioed io 1te uge %W facili-
tate sovesent asd living umdsr thewe depsnding copditioms. The organlsatiea

ef the diviaica hed s1so beer modifisd % meet the specialized requiressnss
in terraln, which lizitsd fresdos of mevemeni sud made mpply snd comsands

oatisn undcly difficals,
]







v ooy




 wolavwseo . o
s&ﬁ:&. v7730-3430311F __. .w

AQ NIW go! R T
YIATINYW O IWIHIE

| odvw







