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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "E", 503D PARACHUTE REGIMENT
AT WHEELER POINT, ISLAND OF CORREGIDOR, PHILIPINE
ISLANDS 23 FEBRUARY, 1945 (LUZON CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)
INTRODUCT ION

Early February 1945 found the 503d Parachute Regimental Combat
Team conducting a small unit training program on Mindoro Island,
Philipine Islands. This period of training had followed the units'
amphibious assault and seizure of Mindoro Island on 15 December
1944, (1)

This training program was halted abruptly on the 3d of February
1945 by arders from 6th Army Headquarters which alerted the Combat
Team for a possible mission of seizing Nichols Field, Luzon P.I. (2)
Preparations for the operation: were started by all units according
to standard opersting procedures. The morning hours of 5 February
brought orders canceling the mission, but in a off again, on again
routine, the Combat Team was alerted again on & February 1945. The
mission: (3) To seize and secure the Jap held Island of Corregidor,
end to destroy all enemy forces on the island as part of the greater
mission of securing the Manila Bay area of Luzon;P.I. (4) The facil-
{ties of the Manila Bay area were useless with Corregidor Island in

enemy hands. (5)

THE REGHMENT IS ALERTED
PART I: PREPARATTON
Preparatioqg?ﬁgfan girborne operation requires detailed and
tireless efforts of all personnel. The preparations for this mission
included reconnaisance flights by officers and key non-commissioned
officers, meticulous efforts of small units in preparing their ammuni-
tion and equipment bundles, flight plans, tactical plane loading plans,

(1,3’1},5) A-'-?., Pe l; (2) A"‘l, P 2



plane packing plans, and a numerous other details peculiar to
airborne units and the approaching mission.

By 12 February 1945 all planﬁing had been completed and all
units received the RCT Field Order # 9, (6)
PART Ii: THE REGIMENTAL PLAN

Using terrain models, aerial photos and sand tables each man
of the Combat Team was briefed on hisrpart in the mission.
_ The preparation ph;;ﬁ ﬁas closed at 0700 hours 16 February 1945
when the 3d Battalion 503d Parachute Infantry, Battery "C", 462nd
FA Battalion, Company "C", 161st A/B Engineers and elements of Regi~
mental Headquarters Company enplaned at Elmore and Hill Airstrips,
San Joae,Hindoro Island,P.I., constituting the first 1lift. This
Battalion Combat Team was to drop at 0830 s, secure drop zones
AR and WBW, support by fire the amphibious landing of the 1lst
Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment at South Dock. Upon relief by
the 2nd Battalion 503d Parachute Infantry, the 3d Battalion would
attack amd seize the high ground to the East and Northeast, and
gain contaét with the lst Battalion, 34th Infantry. (7)

The regkmental plan called for a new lift to leave San Jose at
1100 hours, 16 February. This 1ift would consist of the 2nd Battalion
503d Parachute Infantry, Battery "B", 462nd FA Battalion, Service
Company ami elements of Regimental Headéuarters Company. This
battalion combat teans mission was to drop at 1240 amd upon landing
relieve the 3rd Battalion of perimeter responsibility. Upon accom-
plishing relief of the 3rd Battalion; the 2nd Battalion would con-
duct operstions to the North and Weat. (8) |

A third 1ift had been planned consisting of the 1lst Battalion,

503rd Parachute Infantry, Battery "A", 4b2nd FA Battalion, and the

(6) A=1, p. 2, A~ (7) A=l, D. 2,A~h; (8) A-1, p. 2, A=k
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remainder of Regimental Headquarters company. This 1ift was to
leave San Jose at 0700, 17 February 1945. Due to high jump
casualty rate, and initial successes this unit was landed at
Mariveles, Bataan Peninsula, Luzon, P.I. by air and moved from
there to Corregidor amphibiously, arriving on Corregidor during
the middle of the day the 17th. The mission for this Battalion

was to direct its action to the South and Southwest. (9)

'THE BATTALION PLAN |

Except for a brief statement of specifically detailed missions
the battalions weré allowed a generally free hand in selecting the
method with which to accomplish their assigned missions. The
Battalion plans in substance follows:

Company "D",lst IMG Platoon attached. To assume responsibility
for the Northeast and Eastern portion of the regimsntal perimeter,
The company would also "mop up" in and around the Regimental perimeter.
7Finner perimeter was to be formed behind Company "D" by 3rd Battalion,
Hgs. coﬁpany, and Company "I", (10) Map A.

Company "E",2nd IMG Platoon attached. To assume responsibility
for the Northern and Northwestern portion of the perimeter, and be
prepared to attack James Ravine on order. ‘(ll) Map A.

Company "F", 3rd IMG Platoon attached. To assume responsibility
for the Southern ard Southwestern portion of the perimeter and upon
relief of Company "I" from the perimeter would attack Crockett amd
Wheeler Battery positions. (12) Map 4.

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, to establish a command
Post and Battalion Aid Station in the troop areas north of Drop
Zone "B", (13) Map A.

8lmm Mortar Platoon to set up gun positions within the perimeter
in general support of the Sattalion.

(9) a1, p. 2, A=4; (10,11,12,13) A-2, p. 10, A-he
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Company "B", 462nd FA Pattelion to revert to Regimental control

upon landing in direct support of 2nd Battalion.

D" DAY, “H" HOUR — PLUS

From this point the narrative will concern Company "E", 2nd
Battalion, 5C3rd Parachute Infantry.

Company "E" was leaded aboard its aircraft on Elmore Airstrip,
San Jose, Mindoro Island,PI., at 1105, 16th February 1945. At 1244
the lead plane carrying Company "E" personnel was over Whsealew
Battery (Map A). (14) This battery position was the "go" point.
Seven seconds would be counted and then the men would jump. This
seven saconds was necessary to allow for the strong wind blowing
out to sea over the "Rock",

The landing experienced by the Company Commander was typical
of that experienced by all the men making the drop on Corregidor.

T landed in the ruins of the concrete building at point #l s
Map A. The building was three floors high. Upon hitting the top
of the building my parachute collapsed and I tumbled through the
ruins to the ground floor. The only serious reéult of the fall
was to have seven teeth knocked out or broken off, The loss of
the teeth was a fair exchange for possible death had I landed
outside of the building. The ground around the building was beling
swept with dntense enemy machine gun fire from pillboxes located
at points 3 and L, Map A. There were abouf fifty men of Companlies
nE" and MF" glso trapped in the building by the machine gun fire,(15)

Out in the vicinity of point 2, Map A, several men could be
seen, attempting to free themselves from their parachpte harnessqu//
and avoid the heavy enemy fire., Several of the men in that area
did not move, they were still in their harnesses, and very evidently
would never know what had hit them. (16)
(14) a~3, p. 11; (15,14) Personal knowledge of author.
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Two men ran out from the cover of the building in an effort
to help the men in that exposed nosition. One was killed and one
seriously wounded before they had moved fifteen yards.

Almost simultaneously with the efforts of those men, fourteen
Japs ran out from the vicinity of point 4, Map A, and attacked the
men, around point 2, Map A, with bayonets, even those lying helpless
on the ground, Virtually every man in the building opened fire and
the Japs were driven off., (17) The attention of one of the men was
gained, and told to keep all the men laying flat on the ground until
help could be gotten to them. Men in the building were assigned
vantage points and told to cover the men trapped in the open area. (18)

By using my SCR 536 I was able to contact Lt. Donald. Abbott,
Company executive officer, and tell him of the situation existing
at this time, It was 1230 hours.

Lt. Abbott had jumped with the 1lst 1ift at 0830 that morning,
to establish laison for the company in assuming responsibility of
the units position of the perimeter., Lt. Abbott stated that about
sixty men had reached the assembly point in the West end of the
long troop barracks building, north of drop field "A", He also
stated that a whole "stick" of_eight men from the third plane
carrying men from Company "E" had jumped too soon and had drifted
over the c¢liff edge south of Crockett Battery. (19) I reported to
Abbott that there were men in the building with me and that I felt
sure that many of the men at point 2, Map A, were from my 60mm
Mortar Platoon. This proved to be correct when ths men in that
area were finally rescued.

Lt. Abbott was ordered to get the artillery to fire point
blank st the pillboxes{ points 3 and aas soon as possible., This
was not accomplished until nearly 1400 hours when tﬁe welcome
(17,18) Personal mowledge of authar; (19) A-1, A-2.
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sound of the 75mm pack howltzers was heard, armd fire from the pill-
boxes abruptly ceased.

Men were hurriedly sent out from the building and began carrying
the wounded men up toward the parade grounds, There were eleven dead,
and fourteen wounded. There were over twenty enemy dead. (20)

Of the American dead and wounded, eleven were from the 60mm
mortar platoon of Company "E", including the platocn sergeant,

S/sgt. Edward Gulsﬁich. Accounts given by the wounded at a later
date, resulted in a posthumous sward of the DSC to §/Sgt Gulsﬁich.
These men stated that Eulsﬁ&ch had been seveff} wounded during his
dq@ent. to the ground. The Japs had started attacking the men
landing in that area when the jump started at 1244, attempting to
spear the jumpers on their bayonets as the men landed. Gulsﬁich
had saved the lives of several men when he single handedly killed
fourteen Japs with his TSMG. Gulsnich was finally killed by simui-
taneous bursts from the machine guns at points 3 and 4. He was
attempting to drag a wounded man to the safety of tle buildings

at point 1, Map A. (21). (This was but one of the uncountable

acts of courage and heroism that occured in the Corregidor Opere
ation. It serves also as a background for the fighting to follow).

The time was now 14,50 and the men of Company "E* moved up to
the company assembly area. Reorganization of the company was started °
immediately. The reorganization required about forty minutes time.

It can best be described by a few statistics, as follows: (22)

Company Strength at "H" Hours 7 off., 132 EM
Company Strength at 1530 Hours & off, _95 EM
Total losses, all causes 1 off. 37 EM

The breakdown of effsectives, by unit was as follows: (23)

1st Platoon 2 offe 26 ™
2nd Platoon 1 off. 30 EM
3rd Platoon 0 off, 21 EM
60mm Mortar Platoon 1 off. 10 EM
Company Headquarters 2 off, _B EM

Total "6 off. G5 EM

(20) a~3,p.14; (21,22,23) -3, annex 1.
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Total losses breakdown as follows: (24)

Killed in Action - 5 FM

Wounded in Action 11 EM 1 Off.

Injured in Action 12 EM

Missing in Action B8 EM
Total 37T EM 1 0ff,

Of the eight men missing all were recovered early in the morning
on the 17th of February. They were the men who had drifted over the
cliff edge on the 16th, Pfc John F. Romero, later sergeant, had or-
ganized these men and they fought their way back up to "Topside" at
day break the 17th February. Four of the eight men were evacuated
dve to wounds recaived on the 1léth amd 17th. Thus the company
strength stabilized at é officers arnd 99 enlisted men.by morning
of the 17th. (25)

This was Company E's introduction to the "hard ble Rock".

THE ATTACK ON JAMES RAVINE

After reorganization on the afternoon of the 16th,Company "E"
took over its assigned position of the perimeter and prepared defenses
far the night. Due to the lateness of the day, Major CasMey, <nd
Battalion Commander, postponed the attack on James Ravine until the
next morning. (26)

As the attack on James Ravine is not the main subject of this
monograph, I shall narrate the action only in sufficient detail to
describe the nature of the fighting in this sector of the island.

The ¢ompany mission was to attack James Ravine with three ob-
jectives in view. First, destroy the enemy in the underground
infantry barracks; second, determine the servicesbility of the fresh
water pumping station, known to have been in use in James Ravine at
the time of Corregidor surrender in april 1942; (27) third, locate
amd destroy an electiical mine control system, believed to be located
(24,258 A3, annex 1; (26) A~3, p. 17; (27) A~3, p. 18.
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in James Ravine.

The mine control system was of paramount importance. Its
existi?lce was predicfted by the fact that any attempt by naval
vessels to pass between Corregidor and Bataan Peninsula was
goewed by the explosion of mines in the path of the ships. The
premature touching off of these mines indicated a given sector
of observation, which the Navy believed to be centered in the
vicinity of James BRavine. (28)

James Ravine was a narrow, precipitous defile, averaging
" about 300 feet in depth., The only feasible areas of movement
were the network of roadways that followed the contours of the
ravine, gradually leading down to the ravine bottom. The floor
of the ravine was widest at the beach, being about 150 feet wide
at this pbi_nt. The floor tapered back about 10 feet in width.

The center of the ravine floor was cut by a concrete drainage
ditch. At the base of the west wall of the ravine were the en-
trances to the underground infantry barracks and to a powder
magazine. (Map A) The pumping station was located on the beach

at point 7, Map A, A concrete pillbox was situated so as to’ cover
the beach and the roadways at point 9, Map A. Estimated eneny
gtrength, from 150 to 300. (Captured documents and P.O.W. inter—
rogation later set the enemy strength at about 500) (29).

The initial attack on the ravine was made with a reinforced
platoon at 0800 the 17th of February. The platoon followed the
roads on the east side of the ravins. By 0905 the platoon had
advanced agalnst heavy sniper fire amd machine gun fire to point
9, Map A, The pillbox at this point was reduced by 10CQ hours,
ard the platoon had moved about 50 yards past the pillbox when the
(28) -3, p. 18; (29) A~3, p. 19,
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Japs opened up with four machine guns from the vicinity of point 8,
Map 4, on the west side of the ravins,

Advance was stopped at this point and went no further on that
day, The combined efforts of the 8lmm mortar platoon, a section of
IMG and a shelling by a dest.royer,%ecesam to extricate the
platoon from the trap the Japs had spring on them. It was not until
1610 that afternocon that ail the men had been withdrawn from the
ravine. (30)

Company "E" again sttacked James Ravinme at 0730, 182 February,
following an air attack by P-47's loaded with Napalm and 1000 pound
demolition bombs. One platoon advancing down the road on the west
side of the ravine and one platoon down the roads on the east side.
of the ravine.

The Japs bitterly contested every foot of advance made. 1714
hours found the company had been able to only reach a point on the
roadway Jjust above the underground infantry barracks on the west
side of the ravine, and had advanced no further than point 9, Map
A, on the east side of the ravine. The company broke contact and
returned to the regimental perimeter for the night. (31)

At 0900 hours the 19th of February, the company again lsunched
an attack against James Havine. The plan of attack was the same as
on the 18th, There was no other way to sttack and maintain the ad~
vantage of fighting from high ground. (32)

The lateness of the hours of attack must have confused the Japs,
as no resistance was met until the platoons reached the limits of
their advance on ths eighteenth, Three machine guns were found
abandoned, set up in firing position, and amply supplied with
ammunition. The advance had been extremely cautiocus and the time
was 1015 hours. (33)

(30) A~3, p. 19; (31,32,33) A~3, p. 20 ~ 21,
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A loud commotion was heard in the bottom of the ravine, followed
by a barrage of fire from the platoon at peint 9, ¥ap A. Japs were
streaming out of the entrance to the underground barracks. It was
slsughter. Sixty five Japs were killed before they stopped coming,
Apparently they were rushing out to man their defensive positions, {34)
Why they had not maintained security is a secret known cnly to the
Japanese,

With fire placed on the entrance to the underground barracks to
keep the Nips inside, demolitions were prepared around the tunnel
entrance, and placed in the ventilation shafts. Five gallon cans of
napalm, which had been carried for the purpose, were put- in the ven-
tilator shafts also. The resulting explosions ended, for all time,
organized resistance in James Ravine. (35) Fires were still burning
inside the barracks, two days later,

The first objective of its mission finally accomplished the company
moved to the pumping station, only to find that it had been destroyed
beyond all hopes of repair. This information was reported immediately
as the operation was existing on the meager supply of water that could
be supplied by air. (36)

Squads were now sent out for z systematic search of the ravine
for a cave that might contain the electrical mine control system.
Great care had to be exercised while moving aroﬁﬁd on the beach,

Tt had been heavily planted with the Japanese "Horn" tipe mines,

At 1620 the control system was found in a cave located at
point 8, Map A. One man was killed during a brief skirmish inside
the cave. Fourteen Japs were killed 4nring this short fire fight.
e vatue—ct Fhe TSMG was agaln proven to be a very potent weapon. (37)

The mine control systqu/;onsisted of about 100 knife switches,
connected in series to = power source of six storage batteries, each
(34) A3, p. 20-21; (35) A=1,A-2,A-3; (36) A-l; (37) A=3.
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about the size of G.I. footlockers., Leads from the switches led to
a cable about six inches in diameter. This cable led underground
and subseguently to the mines off shore., The entire system was
destroyed with demolitions. (38)

The three objectives for the company now accomplishe} the com—
pany returned to the perimeter for the night.

cBves

Mopping up, and closing of eewer occupied the efforts of the
company the 20, 21, 22 of February. (39)

The follewing data can best sum up the six days of action in
James Ravine, (40)
g KIA
2 DOW
1 WIA

QOur casualties:

1 Sick,hospitalized.
Enemy casualtles: :
211  XIA (physically counted)
1 POW (civilian engineer)
250 (belisved to have died in the
underground barracks)

raves
HSover closed: 19
Pillboxes destroyed: 1
Weapons captured: 1 20mm AAA
3 IMG
2 Heavy MG
Weapons destroyed: 173 Rifles

Lt. ¥hitson, platoon leader of the 1lst platoon, waé the only
efficer lost to enemy acti on. He had been temporarily blinded by a
Jap grenade, Lt Abbott was hospitalized by a severse attack of jaundice.
-'H'ren/g.he afternoon of the 22nd of February foud Company "E" re
organizing for its attack on Wheeler Point. Company strength was now

L officers and 71 enlisted men. {41)

THE ATTACK ON WHEELER POTNT

PART I: PLANNING
Reorganization of the company the afterncon of 22 February 1945
resulted in reconstituting the 2nd end 3rd platoons to a strength of

1 officer and 28 enlisted men ( 3 - 9 man squads and a platoon sergeant.)

(38,39,40, 41) A~3, p. 23 = 25, (omBIWED!
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A 60 mm mortar platoon was made up of two, fomr man squads, one
radio operator, a platoon sergeant and one officer. Company
headquarters consisted of the first se:geant, a radio operator,
and one sergeant to act as operatipns and supply sergeant. (42)
, While the reorganization was being physically made the
company commander reported to the Battalion C.P. to rec%&ve his
order for tle attack on Wheeler Point.

Company "E" would relieve Company "C", lst Battallon,0730
23 February, at Searchlight Point and destroy the enemy in that
area, j

After raéi%ving the Battalion Commandef% instructions eIt
Lawrence Brown, Bn. S-3, amd T moved to the cliff edge overlooking
Wheeler Point. (Map A) From this vantage point most of the area
between Searchlight and Wheeler Points could be oberved. Tt was
about 12800 hours and the rapidly setting sun cast an ominous mixture
of dark shajkdows and a red glow over the entire area. The scene
below the cliff edge sent a cold chill running up and down my back.

The only area for movement was the n#rrow remains of a bomb
cratered roadway about one half the way up the cliff face, and
the beach which was only about 50 feet wide at its greatest width,
The beach was compartmentea by Searchlight, Unknown, and Wheeler
Points. The roadway aml the beach between the points of land were
completely devold of any coverﬁfihat was visible in the fast approadh-
ing darkness. Enemy emplaced on the points of land could lay fire
on every inch of ground betweén them. This job would be a very
ttough nut to crack".

Tt was now too dark to see the ground clearly so Lt. Bfown
and T moved back to the C.P, There we began a detalled study
of oblique aerial photos taken of this area two days previousl

A study of all intelligence data available.

(h?-) A"‘3, Pe 27.



The study of the photographs indicated fortified caves at poihts
1,3,4,5,and 6. (Map B) Concrete fortifications at points 8 and 9.
(Map B) 2 fortified tunmsl entrance at point 7. (Map B) This
tunnel entrance led back to the underground magazine of Crockett
and Wheeler Batteries. (Map B) The tunnel was clearly the strongest
position. (See relative location in the area on Map B. See cross
section disgrams of the position, Diagram I) Thanks must be given
to the intense bonbing.and shelling the island recggveq§f§;r clearing
away the heavy tropical growth that normally would have hidden most
of these positions completely.

$-2 estimates had arrived at an enemy strength of between 175
and 200-in the area from Searchlight to Wheeler Points. Captured
documents and P.0.W, interrogation identified the enemy as being
part of the Endo Force/ }he only enemy unit to effect a coordinated
attack during the operation. (43) This attack, 300 strong, occured
during theearly morning hours of 19th February. Was only repulsed
and annihilated after several hours of intense fighting. The attack
penetrated as far as the 2nd Battalion and Regimental C.P.'s. The
Fndo Force was composed principally of Imperial Japanese Marines
and Naval personnel. Enemy known weaponsgfgonsisted of machine
guns and rifies.

The company was to be supported by one destroyer, a demolition
assault team from regimental headquarters company, and by two
bazookas and a seciion on LMGs from a position on the cliff edge
above Vheeler Point. Detachment of 592nd JASCCG{énd Detachment
of 6th SAP would be in position at the cliff edge also; their
mission-to direct the naval fire support and any air attacks re-—
quired. Aircraft on alr alert status were maintained over the
island at all times. it required never more than five minutes to
(L3) A=1, p. 3, A-2, p. 8.
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get an air strike on s desired targst, (L4)

Two )chu's were to be placed oncall for evacuation of wounded

and as another means. of withdrawal in the ement the company was
cut off from the rear.

Administrative details were cleared up and at 2030 the company

plan of attack was given to the personnel of Company "E", It was
in substance a= follows:

l. We will pass through amd relieve Company "C" at Searchlight
Point tomorrow morning at 0730 hours. From there we will
attack Wheeler Point, with the mission of destroying the Jars
in that area.

2. (a) Japs are between 175 and 200 in strength, are well set~
up in caves and concrete positions, The tunnel entrance at
Wheeler Point is strongly fortified. Will probably have most
of our trouble there, "C" Company haan't been able to move
past Searchlight Point for two days.

(b) Dog and Fox will be "mopping up" around James and Wheeler
Batteries.

(c) 1st and 3rd are going to make an all out push down the
"tail of this damn rock" starting st 1000 hours.

3« (2) Lt. Corder, your platoon plus a section of IMGs will
attack along the road. Recommend you use one squad leading,
followed by the LMGs. Will need lots of bulldts, and probably
in "damn" short order. Be prepared to assist Crawfards platoon
on the beach by fire,

(b) Lt. Crawford, your platoon plus a section of LMGs will
attack along the beach. I feel that you will be wide open
every time you come around one of the points. Thereforeyou
will not, repeat, not move around the points until I give
(b4) a=1, a-2,
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you the order to do so. As I see it now, Corders platoon
will have to advance to each point befare he can adequately
cover your advance. When you do get the signal, come around
fast.! {(Note: Crawfords combat experience totaled the 7 days
we had been on Corregidor, and although to date he had shown
a tendency to be premature in his commitments, he was rapidly
developing into a fine combat leader, However these additional
words of caution were believed necessary to insure against
slip~ups. )

(c) Cpl. Hill, I want your crew to follow behing the 2nd
platoon on the roadway. DBe prepared to assist in the assault
of the fortified positions.

(d) Lt Ball, your mortar ﬁlatoon will follow the demolition
squad, Youﬁnr%sponaible for covering the companieé _rear?/
angi:%pporﬂﬁgge attack by fire when called for.

(e) Lt Davis, attach a section of guns to Crawfords platoon
and keep one section yourself for direct support of Corders
platoon. Maintain your platoon headquarters with Company
Headquarters, which will be at the rear of the 2nd platoon.
(f) 1. We will have a destroyer for our artillery support.
The usual air alert squadron will be available.

2. Lt. Brown will be upon the cliff edge with two bazookas
and a section of LMGs., He can give ussome support if the
situation gets too bad,

3. JASCO and SAP will be with Lt. Brown.

L. We will assemble on the NW corner of the parade ground
at 0600, Will issue ammo, rations and water at that time.
Twenty minutes allowed for the issue, Will take five
minutes to form our column and move out at 0630. That

should get us to Searchlight Point about 0700 hours.
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L. (&) Rifle platoons: 1% units of fire.
(b) LMG's: 2 units. of fire,
(c¢) 60ts: 2 units of fire.
(d) Battalion S-i will have our supplies broken down into
unit piles by the time we assemble,
(e) Will only take 1/3 of a "K" ration, S-4 says he'll have
all the 10-1 we can eat when we get back tomorrow night.
5. (a) We'll use SCR 536 and messengers in the company net.
(b) SCR 300 used to contact Lt. Brown. He'll have wire
laid to Battalion.
{¢) I will be with the 2nd platoon in rear of the lead
squad.
6. Any questions? Well, thats the "poop", try and get some

rest tonight. See vou in the A.U. (45)

THE ATTACK ON WHEELER POINT

PART IT: SEARCHLIGHT TO UNKNOWN POINT

Good fortune smiled on Company "E" the night of 22-23 February.
Only one minor attempt at infilt;ation was made on the company
rerimeter. The men got a reasonable nights rest.

Right on schedule the company assembled, picked up their supplies
and moved out at 0630 hours on the '"nose", 0655 hours found the
company c¢losing on Searchlight point.

A hasty conference was held with Lt. John P. Rucker, C.0.,, of
Company "CM". At 0705 hours "CM company moved out to join the 1st
Battalion at South Dock. {(46)

Lt. Rucker had stated that each time he had tried to move around
Searchlight Point, the first man around had been killed by the large
volumes of fire from Unknown Point. To lend emphasis to this fact
was the body of a man who had been killed not fifteen minutes befdre.
(4L5) Personal knowledge,A-3 p. 29-30; (46) A~3, p. 31,
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The man had looked out around the polnt too far. Sniper fir?,apparent-
1{)was extremely accurste, In spite of thls the area had to be look-
ed over. (47)

I managed to work my way out toward the tip of Searchlight Point
and under the concealment of some small shrubs, hed an excellent point
of observation. From here I could see that our initial basic plan
would work satisfactorily.  Working my way back to the roadway, 1
had a brief conference with the assembled company officers and
settled the final details of the plan of attack., (48)

I would take the radio and go back out on the point and direct
fire from the destroyer on to Unknown Point., When registered in, I
would have the destroyer give Unknown Point a good five minute
"pasting?” from top to bottom.

Under the cover of the artillery fire, Davis would set up his
machine guns and when the artillery 1iftem, traverse and search the
top of Unknown Point until told to 1ift hils fire.

1t. Corder was to move his platoon around Searchlight Point
under cover of the artillery fire, and when it lifted move in on
Unknown Point, covered by the machine gun fire. (49)

SAP was contacted on the SCR 300 and a ranging round assked for.
Three minutes later the destroyer had fired, the round landing, gun-
target line, halfway up the vertical side of Unknown Point. A
correction of "Repeat deflection, up 400" was given. The second
round hit the rosdway, point 2, Map B, dead center. m"Repeat de—
flection, up 400" was given as the correction agaln. The third
round was gun—targgt line about 50 yards above the roadway on the
face of the cliff, Needless to Saj, that was good enough for me.

In fact my mouth was hanging open in amazement. Three rounds, ten
minutes time, and a perfect bracket, The Navy can really shootl
(47,48) A=3, p. 31; (49) &3, p. 32.
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The time was now 0730. (50)

SAP was told to lay it on and slmett instantly the destroyer
began throwing out five gun salvos with mechanical precision, It
was later learned that the destroyer had been compiling firing data
with her range control instruments since daylisht.

During this time Lt. Crgwford had taken his platoon down to the
beach.

At 0735 hours the fire was lifted snd the machine guns opened
up. The entire 2nd platoon had moved fast and ﬁas entirely around
the point. (51).

The lead squad had reached a position near point 1, Msp B,
when two wild rifle shots came from the tip of Unknown Point. These
shots were followed immediately by a burst of machine gun fire,
coming from the vicinity of a smashed up Jap truck st point 2,

Map B. The burst was high amd did not cause any casualties, but
did pin the men down.

Using the SCR 536, the fire of the LMG on Searchlight Point were
given the truck as a point target. This fire coupled with two well
placed rifle grenades, stépped the enemy fire. Cpl. "Moose" Elder,
scout of the lead squad rushed forward and neatly dispatched two
Nips with his M1, Elder's move was quickly followed by the remainder
of the squad. The LG fire was lifted, and a® the mn moved out to
the tip of the Unknown Point, a lone Jap committed honorable "Hari-
Kari® with a hand grenade. Time was now 0810. (52)

Th;é one platoon had reached Unknown Point. The next move was
to advance the platoon on the beach to Unknown Point.

Unknown Point from the level of the roadway down to the beach
was vertical on its south side and sloped between 80-90% on its north
side. The point was relatively flat from the roadway out to its lip.
(50) &=3, p. 32; (51,52) 4=3, p. 33.
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A flat surface of between 10 and 20 feet in width extended from the
roadway to the tip. In the center of the flat area was an earthen
parapet about 25 feet long extending along the long axis of the.
point., At the extreme end of the point was an open gun pit. Anoth-
er gun pit had been built under the bruck.

The earthen parapet was about 6 feet high am afforded excellent
cover for men to operaste an its south side. Any movemént in the
vicinity of the truck drew sniper fire from Wheeler Point.

From the gun pit on the tip of the point it was possible to
see ard fire directly into the natural cave at point 4, Map B.
Also, the opening of the barricaded cave at point 5, Map B, could
be seen. It was possible to fire into the cave at only a very
sharp angle. The small cave at point 6 could not be seen , nor
could it be seen or fired upon by the LMGs still on Searchlight
Point. Therefore the section of guns were now brought forward to
Unknown Point. |

It. Crawford was told to start around Searchlight Point and
that he would have to cover the cave at point 6 with his arn fire.
The platoon on the roadway would drop WP grenades in front of the
cave to screen observation as his platoon moved around the.point.
It would also give him a chance to set up a LUG to cover the cave
by fire. The platoon on Unknown Point would also keep a high rate
of fire on the caves at points 4 and 5. 0820 was given as a coor-
dinating time,.

Six W.P. grenades were dropped at 30 second intervals in front
of the cave at point 6 and two BAR men kept a steady stream of fire
pouring into the cave at point 5, The IMGs had been set up on
Unknown Point and were able to depress just enough to fire into the

cave at point 4.
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Under the cover of this "crazy quilt” pattern of fire Lt. Craw-
ford was able to set up one LMG and start firing into the cave at
point 6. The gunner sat in % foot of water. The gun was placed
on a small hummock of coral., The fire of this gun was effective.
Three Japs tried to run out of the cave at point é and were immed-
iately cut down. They carried a Nambu Light Machine Gun. |

With the enemy opposition eliminated at point 6,Lt. Crawford
shifted his machine gun fire to the cave at point 5, Map B. At this
point the fire from Unknown Point was lifted, but had to be resumed
immediately as the Japs in the cave at point 5 opened fire for the
first time. They were firing from small loop holes in the barricade
across the front of the cave. This Jap fire prevented any movement
by Lt. Crawfords platoon., Therefore the fire from on to'p of Un-—
known Point was resumed, and was effective enough to stop the enemy
fire from the cave,

Lt. Crawford quickly sent four men up to tle cave at point 4,
Map B, These men tossed grenades inside the cave and immediately
followed the grenades, firing from the hip as they moved in. Very
shortly the men reappeared, dragging four rifles and a Browning
Automatic Rifle out of the cave. The BAR apparently had been cap-—
tufed in 1942, judging from its '"beat upt condition. Lt. Crawford
reported that 7 Nips had heen killed. (53) |

While the four men wére working on the cave,_Crawford had moved
his platoon sround Searchlight Point snd well up on to the bsach, In
this position they were out of the line of fire from the cave at point
5. &lso they were in a position to flank the cave. At this time
a fine display of teamwork occured.

As his machine gunners kept a steady stream of fire pouring
into the cave entrance at point 5, Lt. Crawford worked his way up
to the cave and tossed in two W.P. grenades. Simultaneously, with

(53) A""B} p' 33-
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the detonation of the W, P, grenades, the machine gun creﬁ picked
up their gun and raced for the safety of the beach. The success of
the maneuver brought cheers from the men on top of Unknown Point,

Reduction of this cave position was acecomplished in the follow=-
ing manner,

To accomplish the Job of clearing oﬁt this cave called for
courageous action, Lt, Crawford again led the way.

In order to pet effective fire into the cave, which angled back
from the cliff face, it was necessary to cross in front of the cave
and fire from directly in front of the cave or from the northwest side.
Lte Crawford, using a TSMG, started across the entrance to the cave
firing bursts as he moved, In this manner he reached safety on the
other side, Althousgh several shots were fired at him from the interior,
he was not hit except for one canteen, puncturedl

From his vantage point he kept firing into the cave and gradually
more men moved out in front of the cave, In this way a terrific

- volume of fire was built up. The Japs still continued to fire from
inside the cave. To add to the consternation of the men fighting the
cave position, a shower of hand gremades were thrown out of the cave.
The grenades were followed by eleven charging Japs. Only two Japs
managed to get over the barricade across the cave entrance alive. The
rest were killed while climbing over the barricade. Of the two who
managed to survive thus far, one was killed when he grabbed the barrel
of a BiR with both hands. It proved to be a very foolhardy step td
take, The other Jap was kmocked down with a butt stroke by one of
the riflemen, and his skull cmshed.:éféhen the man followed his butt
stroke by smashing straight dowm on the Jap's head with his rifle butt,

'Tzhis Jap proved to be the last Jap alive in the cave.

Examination of the cave, at point 5, liap B, found a total of AY
dead Japs, 41 rifles and a badly damaged heavy machine gun. OCur own
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casual tiss were five men slightly nicKed by fragments of the Jap
grenades., (54)

4 trench capable of holding about 12 men had been dug across
the interior of this cave. This accounted for the Japs being able
to withstand the tremendous volume of fire being put into the cave,
and stage their 1little Banzai attack,

A summary of the situation was sent by radio to Lt, Brown at
this time. 4 total of 59 enemy KIA, our own casualties 5 slightly
wounded. The areas between Searchlight Point and Unlmown Point clear
of the enemy. The time was 1105 hours. (55)

It. Srown stated that he had been trying to call me for nearly
an hour to tell me that the destroyer had developed some kind of
trouble and had to leave. Another ship would not arrive until some-
time'between 1215=-124L5 hours,.

As further advance without the destroyer's support would be fool-
hardy it was decided to give the men a rest and éllow them to eat their
mn ration; It vas also a chance to make further detailed, step by

step plans for the final assault on Wheeler Point,

THZ ATTACK ON -~HEELER POINT

PART TIT: UNENCOWN POINT TO UHEELER POINT.

Tt can be said that the company's success up to this point created
a false degree of over confidence, causing the company commander to
overlook an important detail: that of ammunition! The men started
out with a unit and a half of fire. Over a half unit of fire had been
expended! Falilure to check this item thoroughly was a result of
fighting in thick jungle. Seldom before had the men used as much as
a half unit of fire in a day's fighting., As a result all personnel
failed to realize that during the morning we had used as much ammu-

nition as we normally did in a whole day's fighting. This error was
(54) (55) A=3, Pe 3he
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to be bitterly felt later that day. (56)

Close and detalled study of the intervening 400 yards of space
from Unknown Foint to Wheeler Point indicated that the same routine
should be followed as had been followed during the morming. The
platoon on_the roadway would have to advance before the platoon on
the beach could be moved forvard,

The roadway, or what used to be a roadway, was a curved, barren
slope of loose sand and boulders and debris., It was entirely covered
for a space of 50 yards east of the tunnel entrance at point 7, Map B.
At point 10 the road had made a shallow cut. A five to six foot wall
of earth existed on the outside edge of the road at this point. This
earthen wall was approximately 30 yards in length. It would provide
suitable cover from small arms fire from Wheeler Point, On either
side of the road cut, the only protection afforded from enemy fire
would have to be provided by fire power and an unfailing faith in God.

Inother problem was brought into immediate view in studying
Wheeler Point, The point leveled out, somewhat as did Unknown Point,
however, it formed a knmife-like ridge leading out from the face of the
e¢liff into Vheeler Point. It was also about 15 to 20 feet higher
than the level of the roadvay at the tunnel entrance, point 7, Map B.
Moreover the sides of the ridge were almost vertical. A small ledge,
wide snough for a man, extended from the roadway up to the pillbox
at point &, lap B.

As the terrain was carefully studied, It. Corder briefed each

man in the platoon on the terrain to the front, It was felt, hcﬁever,

w‘hx—-ﬂ.wd\ JRR Y P

o2 H
that one squad would have to be maintaineéqwhen we reached the tunnel,

and casualties be replaced with single men of the other squads asg
the casualties occurred, There was not room enough to relieve a squad

intact should the attack recuire it.
(56) A-3, Personal Knowledge.
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One squad would be held as a reserve and covering force at the
road cut.

Supporting weapons were disposed as follows: 60 mortars emplaced
behind the.earthen pafapet at point 2; one IMG in the gun pit on the
tip of Unknown Point; and one gun in the gun pit under the wrecked
Jap trench., The tunnel entrénce at point 7 and the pillboxes at 8-9
would be pounded by the destroyer prior to moving out toward Wheeler
Point, |

Just at 1215 one of the lookouts in the gun pit at the tip of
Unknown Point reported that he could hear movement below him. This
was on the northwest side of the pbint. Pf¢ Robinson unconsciously
looked out over the edge of the cliff and was shot squarely in the
center of his forehead, killing him instantly.

It was impossible to place fire on this side of the cliff without
completely exposing one's self to the enemy. Lt. Brown was called on
the radio and asked if he could discern any movement on that side of
the point. He reported-that the men on the ¢liff could see a small
opening in the side of the c¢cliff but no movement. However the area
around this opening was “pégted" with 12 Bazooka rounds, and thoroﬁgh-
ly sprayed by machine gun fire. One Jap was seen to roll down the
cliff side just below the gun pit, Thus the company received iis
first KIA of the day's fighting.

At 1225 the replacement destroyer arrived about 2000 yards off-
shore. Contact was made with 3AP, and they were told to register on
-points 7-2-9, Map B. Yhen ready, they were to fire on the points
designated in the order of 9-8-7, the bulk of fires to be placed on
point 7, iap B. 3SAF stated that he could register on points &-9,
but could not see point 7 well enough to be effective. Therefore it
was decided to have SAP register points 8-9 and the company would

register point 7.
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By 1245 the destroyers stated that they had sufficient data,
but would have to move out to LOOC yvards in order to insure good
coverage of point 7. At 2000 yards, Wheeler Point partially
masked their fire, Some of the registering rounds had struck
Wheeler Point when aimed at the tunnel entrance. The ship
would require 1C minutes to get into position. As a result
the preparation was to be started at 1255 and end at 1305, (56}

Lt. Corder was instructed to advance two squads as far
as the road cut during the naval bombardment of points 7 and 8,
advance from there would be covered by LMGs and the covering
squad when it had moved to the road cut.

With exacting punctuallity the destroyer started.sheiling
the pillbox at point 9. Four salvos completely pulverized this
concrete emplacement. The fire was shifted to the concrete em—
placement at point 8, but due to a large outcrop of rock on the
extreme tip, only one round hit the emplacement, doing little
damage. This was a bad omen as it meant the Japs had a strong
fortification from which they could place fire on us at will.

The destroyer then shifted its fire to the tunnel entrance.
Placing a total of 9 salvos on the entrance. Many of the rounds
wernt directly into the turnel entrance .

As methodical as a clock the naval fire lifted at 1305 and the’
machine guns started their covering fire. Lt. Corder moved his
men forward,

The shelling had had some effect as no enemy fire was re-
céived until the leading man reached a point about five yards
from the outer wall around the tunnel entrance. (See figures 1 and
2, Diagram No. 1) About that time 211 "Hell" broke loose.
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Nine Japs charged out of the tunnel entrance hurling hand
grenades as they charged. A machine gun started firing from the
side port of the concrete emplacement at point 8., The men moving
in on the tunnel entrance had cautiously been advancing by bounds.
Consequently all but one of the men were in the prone position, and
only the one man standing up was hit,

Apparently the Japs were blinded somewhat by coming out of the
dark tunnel into the bright sunshineiﬂost of their grenades were
thrown over the cliff, Also as they charged straight out of the
entrance and ended up at the outher wall, there was a moments
confused milling around. The full blast of the machine guns and
the lead squads wespons, hit the Japs. All were killed in a
moments time.

One LMG was now given the sole mission of firingrat the single
firing port in the emplacement at point 8. The other IMG was to
watch for targets of opportunity, paying particular attention to
- the ridge above point 8, Map B.

With the lifting of the machine gun fire from the tunnel
entrance the Japs inside began to fire rifles at random out of the
entrance. By having the riflemen‘.of the 2nd squad, in line, fire
into the tunnel entrance the lst squad worked its way, by crawling,
to positions around the outer wall of the entrance. (See figures
1 and 2, Diagram No. 1).

At this point a stalemate was reached, that lasted sbout 35
minutes. The Jap fire ffom the tunnel was so intense that it was
impossible to gain an opening. Study of Fig. 1, plate 1, will
explain this situation., In order to put effective fire into the
tunnel a man had to expose his entire body, wherein the Jap had
only to expose his head and shoulders to fire across the outer wall.
Grenades thrown in the tunnel had no apparent effect, although
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an occasional scream could be heard over the sound of firing when
W.P. grenades were used, All available W.P. grenades were then
passed up, and used, with but effecting an advantage that was
noticesable,

Our position outside the wall had one advantage, Jap grenades
either fell inside the wall or over the cliff side just past the
outer wall.

In order to effect a decision of some sort the company commander
went forward to the entrance and had the BAR men of thé 2nd and 3rd
squads as well as the TSMG men of these squads come forward and work
into position around the outer wall, The plan to be executed was
to have all men throw a hand grenade into the entrance simultaneously
and then follow this up by standing up and spraying the tunnel with
all the automatic weapons,

The first attempt with this plan was not toﬁ successful and one
man was killed and two wounded by heavy fire out of the tunnel. (57)

By crawling around snd coaching each man in front of the tunnel
to throw their grenades just over the wall across the tunnel entrance
and to direct their fire low and deep into the tunnel, a second
attempt of the plan was set up.

With all men watching for the signal I raised my carbine over
my head and the men threw thier grenades almost as one man. At the
same time they stood up pouring wery heavy fire into the tunnel.

Jap fire slackened perceptably, and mmuch shouting and chattering
could be heard through the momentary breaks in the firing.

‘Suddenly the Jap firing stopped. This resulted in a slowing
down of our fire. Two men, Pfc W.A.Brown and Pvt, Jandro, moved
cautiously toward the entrance, and were almost to the wall across
the entrance, when 14 Japs came swarming out of the tunnel, we
had been nicely "sucked in".

(57) A=3, Personal knowledge of author.
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The Japs grabbed the two men, and a Jap officer started hacking
ol boi: Mbp\,,.u,wv.\ A

at Pfc. W.A.Brownﬂwith short choppy strokes. The men outside the
wall moved in firing from the hip, and engaged the Japs hand to hand.
The advantage was ours, in having weapons. The Japs had charged with
only hand grenades, and the officer, with his saber, had the only
hand weapon. An almost humorous tug of war took place between the
men of the 2nd platoon and the Japs for possession of Jandro and
Brown., This scrap lasted nearly 16 minutes. It ended when Jandro
and Brown were retrieved and the Japs dead or wounded. Brown was
seriously wounded (died of wounds on the 25th February), but Jandro
was&t seriously injured, but was considerably battered up by his
own helmet which the Japs used as & bludgeén. Most of the other
men had recieved a few‘hard knocks but not serious enough to im=
pair th%;r efficiency.

Ve were just getting organized again when the Japs opened up
with intense rifle fire again from the tunnel entrance. This fire
was high for some reason. The men, flushed with their hand to hand
skirmish, did not hit the ground and were in an excellent position
to meet the next Banzgk charge that followed the enemy rifle fire.

17 Japs were killed in this effort,

Tt was at this time that I noticed Lt. Emory Ball in the firing
line and immediately ordered him back to his mortar platoon. (Failure
to obey this order given Lt.Ball, at this time, resulted in his
useless death about 20 mimmtes later, )

As Lt. Ball departed to the rear, the Japs mounted another
Banzai charge. It was preceyded by a shower of hand grenades,
most of which went over the heads of the men outside the tunnel

and over the ¢liff. Seversl however,detonated with some effect.
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Seven Japs charged but were killed as soon as they broke out of the
tunnel entrance. Several men were hit by smdll grenade fragments,
including the company commnder. Two of the men were sent back to
the road cut and.%to send two more men foﬁvard. Unnbticed by
the company commnder, one of the men to come forward was Lt.Ball.

Silence from within the tunnel followed the last Banzai. The
men prepared for another charge. A4ll were beginning to feel the
strain of the psst 2 hours and a half. Time was now about 1530. (58)

There was about 5 minutes of waiting, punctuated by an occassion—
al shot from the tunnel which was immediately answered by a burst
of fire from the men outside the tunnel,

Then the bulld up started. First there was a few scattered

shots, which steadily grew in violence. Pvt. Jandro, of the hand
to hand skirmish, was hit five times, amd was killed instantly.
Lt., Ball waé hit twikce in the chest and staggered over amd fell
in front of me. { I will never forget the mixed emotions I felt,
seeing one of my men die in front of my eyes as a result of dis-
obedience of my orders.)

Almost on the instant of Lt., Balls death the Japs charged,

22 strong. Two Japs charged with such violence that they leapt
over the outer wall and tumbled on over the cliff., Their efforts
carried Pvt.Jonas over with them. Jonas showever, _ma.naged to grab
the stubble of a bush and dave himself. Another Jap succeeded in
grappling with Pfe¢ Kirkpatrick, who killed the Jap with his trench
knife, The rest were killed by small arms fire,

As this attack subsided, Lt. Corder told me that some of the
men had no ammunition, Word was passed back to send forward all
ammunition that could be gathered up. Two BAR magazines and two
bandaliers of rifle ammunition were all that were producéd. Lt.
Davis sent word forward with the smmunition ,saying that his LMG!s
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had but 50 rounds for one gun ard less than 50 rounds for the
other, They had even sent down to the section on the beach and
gotten all but 125 rounds of their ammuniticn.

The decision to withdrgw was made immediately and the platoon
started carrying Brown and Pfc McBride, who had been wounded in
the last Banzai charge, back to Unknown Point.

While this was going on two shots from a point above the tunnel
entrance hit my radioc operator, T/5 George A. Chu&#es, one hittirg
him in the hand, the other shot struck the radio putting it out o
commiss-ion. This was trouble from a new quarter. The IMG section
sprayed this area with their remaining ammunition. An uncomfortable
silence settled on the area as the amminition was used up.

Lt., Corder, my radio operator, and the few remaining men in
front of the tunnel, were ordered to run for it. The order was
promptly complied with,

As the men started to the rear, I fired a ¢lip of ammunition,
hoping it might be at least harassing to the Nips smipers, then I
cut loose and really ran for safety. I can say, without shame,
that I arrived at the road cut to the rear %ight on the "tails®
of the group I had sent back a moment before.

The men watéhing from Unknown Point later stated that several
Japs raised up over the ridge at point 8, Map B, and opened up on
us as we crossed the exposed ground between the tunnel and the road
cut. T wasn\b aware of it at the time. However, T/S Chueses 1life
was apparently saved by the radio on his back. It now had three
holes in it, instead of one.

The time of withdrawal recorded by the lst Sergeant was 1615.
(59). The company had been fiéht.ing approximately 9 hours tc cover
a distance of sbout 700 yards.

(59) A-3, Personal knowledge of author.
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The 3rd platoon had not been employed during the afternoon
attack., After the destruetion of the pillbox at point 9, Map B,
it was deemed unnecessary to commit the platoon. Too, had the
enemy sttempted to cut off owr rear, he would have had the entire
company contained in the compartment formed by Unknown amd Wheeler
Points, Thers was not room encugh for employment on the roadway
level to make possible the platoon employment there, |

It. Brown, seeing the company start to withdraw, had called
for an ICM to meet us South of Searchlight Point to pick up our
dead and wounded.

The bodies of Lt., Ball and Pvt. Jandro had not been evacuated
from Wheeler Point. The danger of losing more men in the process
was not deemed worth the risk at that time. Sometimes during the
night of 23 - 24 Fepruary, the Japs removed their dead as well
as the bodies of the two Americans and sabsequent patrols did not
find a trace of them.

After placing the dead apd wounded aboard the ICH some of
the more fatigued men were also loaded and instructed to ride
ambulance jeeps back to "topside" when they reached South Dock.
The remainder of the company worked its way back up to the parade
ground and hesded back for their perimeter positions.

I believe the intensity of the attack on Wheeler Point can
best be understood by what happened as the company filed back
across the parade ground toward the Troop Barracks;

Small groups of men stood in tight little knots along ...
the parade ground. As the company passed each group, men would
break .away and walk up to men in the column, offer a clgarette,

s canteen of water, or 1ift the mans weapon from his shoulder and
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follow along beside the column silently. Some tried to help the
tired men along, but were fit!nli1’shaken off, It was a proud

company! Although tired beyond reascn, they held their heads high.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

Looking back on the operations of Company "E" on the 23d Feb-
ruary 1945, means looking back on the entire span of the assualt
on Corregidor Island. Tt was notiéormal operation. From its con—
‘ception in plan to its closing date of & March 1945, it was not a
normal operation.

Tt seems ludicrous today, to realize that the conduct of the
operation was to hold a small tight perimeter in the center of
ntopside", and then each day strike out and retake the ground that
had been taken the dsy before,(60) Yet, this was how it had to be
done. Whoever held the "topside" or high ground, controlled the
Island. To relenquish the hold on "topside" meant defeat, Such a
statement can be no more aptly prevem', than by the reason that the
Japs, who held the almost impregnable defenses on the outer rim of
the island, had, in 20 days, been defeated in detail.

To hold "opside" against the ingenious, tunneling Japs, as
well as the outer rim and ravines, would have required a farce
several times the size of units used.

The operation as a whole was brilliantly concieved and effec—
tively accomplished., It was typical of the startling successes
achieved by General MacArthur forces in their drive toward Japan.

The success of the operation clearly degonstrates the effective—
ness of men who know their jobs, what tools they have to work with,
and possess the skill and cowrage necessary to close with and defeat
the enemy.

(60) A~2, Persnnal knowledge.
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In compedring the relative cost of an air assault against
the relative cost of an amphibious landing against Corregidor,
the jump casvalties suffered can be more than balanced off by
the terrific cost in casualtles suffered by the Japanese iﬁ
their conquest of Corregidar in April 1942. (61)

Many of the basie principles of war were violated during
the operation as a whole and in the action at WheelerFoint.

The principle of mass could not be cbtained due to the
small rugged drop zones, and the limited areas of maneuver:
after reaching the ground.

Surprise was initially exploited to the maximum. The Japs
so failed to anticipate air assualt that they did not react to
the situation for nearly an hour after the initial drop. It is
without question of doubt in the writers mind that Japs could havé

prevented the recapture of Corregid", in at least this first
Jad "*‘&:W‘ oTleclod tha 1ab4yft vaden AT piand Bovda

attempt , by-stgeficing the. i Awith the man power that was
found to be on the island at the time of the drop, or soon after

Tht Y
the landing of the 1lst liﬁt,Awouldhave annihilated the initial

landing force.

The enemy's failure to mount a large scale counterattack at
this time or later was one reason for his downfall.

The failure of the enmmy to effect any large scale coordinated
attacks was due to a failure in his basic concept of the defense of
the island. The Japs did not tie in their defense sectors with
adequate communicatiens. - Their communication nets were all laid
on the surface, "topside", consequently shelling and bombing des-
troyed most of it. Actions of the attackers destroyed 3%;5 little
communications that remained open to the enemy. (62)

Throughout the 8orregidor operation, and as emphasized by the
attack on Wheelér Point, definite, specific objectives were assigned,
(61) A~1l; (62) A-2.
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New missions, in no instance, were given to a uni£ until it had
completed the one initially assigned. This procedure, as well
as non-interference in the method of accomplishing a mission,
led to greater efficiéncy and initiative on the part of small
unit commaﬁders.

The element of maneuver was virtually non—existant., The
very nature of the terrain left no choice but direct assault on
enemy positions, Full use was made ofrfield expedients, however,
to destroy the enemy in hies underground positions . The number
of enemy killed and Euried alive will probably never be determined.
Enemy casualties physically accounted for numbered5773. (63)
Later, unofficial newspaper accounts boosted the total to about
8000, These.reports came from the Engineer units inspecting
the underground installations of the "Rock" about a year later,
It is interesting to ncote fhat 14 montha after the fall of
Gorregidof, a group of 20, well fed and equipped Japs walked
out of Wheeler Battery. They were totally blind. This was
from a radio newscast heard by the author. (64)

Specific analysis of the attack on Wheeler Foint does show
that the plan of attack was sound and that the best solution to
a difficult situation was accomplished.

The enemy suffered 110 KIA that could be counted physically.
(65) How many Japs had been killed and wounded within the tunnel,
amd the destroyed pillbox on the beach, will undoubtedly never
be known. Company E's losses were 3 KIA, 1 DOW, 4 WIA (evacuated)
11 SWIA (not evacuated) (66}

A serious error was made in not making a proper ammunition
check when the attack was halted at Unkrown Point. This mistake
resulted in the company having to withdraw from Wheeler Point at
(63) A~l, A-2; (64) Personal knowledge; (65) A~17,Sec. III;

(66) A=~3, p. 59.
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a time when I belleve further efforts for a very short period of
time, would deflnltelilresulted in the destruction of all but a
very few of the remaining enemy. In addi}pn the withdrawal
would n;t have been so dangerous had we been able to properly
cover the withdrawal with fire.

The use of the IMG as aﬁ overhead close support wsapon, in
spite of all accepted doctrine, proved to be a deciding factor
in the troops reaching Wheeler Point over extremely exposed
terrain., This was partieularly evident in the close support
given while attacking Unknown Point at the roadway. It was
further examplified by the 3rd platoon in attacking the cave
position at point 5, Map B.

A proper terrain analysis would have prevented the tying up
of a JASCO team for an operation that could not have made use of
the teams services. A correct analysis would have shown on the
evening of the 22nd February, that air atqgks on the cliff face

ould be dangerous to other troops, and would not be of sufficient
value to warrant the clearing of a bomb line "topsidem, ( I believe
this company commander was carried away with the thought of so

much support.)

LESSONS

1. The IMG in the hands of =killed personnel is a weapon

T - -

that can be used with exireme effectiveness as a close support

weapon.
smians

2, Ammunition requirements for a given operation should

not be predicated on a prev1ous operation unless it is to be

e TR S e

against similar terrain, enemy in strength and dispositions.
3. Men moving forward when under fire suffer less casualties
and achieve greater success, The relentlessneses of his forward
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movement rattles the enemy and his defense becomes progressively
wegker and less cohesive. As in the case at Wheeler Point, once
the tunnel entrance had been reached, the Japs reverted to his
useless tattics of "Banzai". This, as usual, resulted in his
completes destruction.

4, Use of bayonets in the hand to hamd fighting at Wheeler
Point would have prevented any doubt as to the outcome of the
skirmish. In both cases cited the attacﬁ?(were outnumbered.
Although the Jap is no match for a paratrooper in this act of
close combat, bayonets would have provided a positive margin
for success, More emphasis should be placed on this phaée of
an infantryman§ training.

5, The fire control instruments that can be used aboard

JRRE S SN

qgval combat vesselqj”ihsure an aécuracy of fire not obtainable
EXAland basédkmépile_artillery.;

6;. Too great a stock should not be placed in Intelligencs
aﬁ:rgtrength estimates. When war is being fought in Jungle and
island areas, many instances would show that Jap commanders
themselves did not know their exact troop strength. (estimate
on Corregidor, 850. Japs KIA 5773) (67)

7. Shifting of personnel from platoon to platoon within
a company is feasible and necessary in an operation of this nature.
Lack of replacements and high casualty rates make this expedient
necessary to maintain combat efficlency.

8., Squads of 7 to 9 men were extremely effective and easier
to contr;i:d“iguiiﬁi£;drar;$;.of.maﬁéﬁver andliﬁ cldse fé;féin,
Vﬁhe 10 - 12 man squad is too unwieldy for one man to effectively

control,

(67) A=1, A~2.
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9. Absolute and close adherence to discipline and orders

musP_be followed at all times to insure proper behavior and

efficliency while in qpmbap/ Permitting the company officers

to wander around even to a limited degree during training pericds
can cause such a practice to be followed in combat. Failure
to obey orders was the direct cause of Lt. Ball's death.

10. The practice of training each parachutist how to handle
all types of weapons paid dividends in facilitating the shifting
of personnel within the company in order to maintain a cohesive
combat unit. On the 16th some men were able to, anmd did, step in
as crew members on the 75 howitzer and performed in an exceedingly
satisfactory manner,

| 11. No defense, however strong, can long repel the efforts

of an aggressive, well trained infantryman and his supporting
arms.

b a
12. TSHE%unequaled in close combat and is outstanding in its

effectiveness in cave and hand to hand combat,

39




