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OPERATICNS OF . CANNON COMPANY, 32ND INFANTRY REGIMENT,
(7th INFANTRY DIVISION), ON LEYTE, P.I, 20-25 October 1944
(LEYTE CAMPATN)
-(Personel FExperience of a Gannon Company Commander)

INTRODUCTION

Cannon Company, 32nd Infantry Regiment (7th Infantry Mivision) sailed

~ from Pear). Harbor s TeHe on 15 September 1944, combat loaded on four Navy

ships bourid for the Japanese held Tsland of Yap, in the Central Pacific.

(1) The men and their equipment, including the M-8 self-propelled
 mounts, were loaded as follows: 1lst Platoon, 1 officer and 28 men with
 BLT 32-1 on APA #6 (Heywood), 2nd Platoen, 1 officer and 28 men with

BLT 32-2 on APA #92 (Alpine), 3d Plateon, and half of compw headquarters,

2 officers and A2 men on APA #47 (Lamar), and the remainder of company

headquarters, 1 officer and 15 men on APA #L75 (Starlight), It should be

_noted that the company cammander and 14 men from campany headquarters were
en the game éhip as thelﬁt‘:l_Platom_a and that the company exscubive of flcer
and the rest of company he#dquarters personnel wers sbeard APA #A75. (2)
Aleo please note that en this date Admirel Nimitz recommended to”h:lgtnr-;

" ups’ that t;he Yap Operation be cancelled and the 24th Corps be placed at
@erﬂ MacArthurts disposal.for the Leyte attack. (3) ;

The convoy steamed into the anchorage at Eniwetolc_en 25 September and
got under way for the Admiralty Yslands on 28 September, arriving there on
3 October, (4)

The divieion and RCT field orders for the Leyte Operation were pub-

- 1ished and dlstributed to subordinate units while in the Admiraliy Is~
land:ataging area. (5) There wera. no changes in plans. that materially
affected 'Car_mon Campany even thw._gh the company had been loaded for a land-
ing on Yap which'. had coneiderable less land mass than did Leyte, (6)

. (See Map As )

_,(1) Pérsonal knewledge; (2). A~10, Annex 4, pp. 1=2; (3) &-6, pp 90-91;
(ks 5) 2-1, ps 24 (6) Personal knowledge).
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ELARS
Plans had been under way for the invasion of Leyte since June 1944

when GHQ, SWPA_bet 20 December 1944 as the target date for landings by
6th Ammy. Because the target date had been stepped up to 20 Qctober, |

é6th Amy could not use the l4th Corps as some of its elements were still
angagéd 1n the éoubhwest Paci.fic and would not be able to get ready in

 time. The subatitution of the 2ith Corps from the Central Pacific, made
up of the 7th a.:n'd 96th Divisions, for the Lth Corps, permitted 6th pymy
to go shead with its plans for 20 October 194k as "A" Day without puliing

oub troops already engaged. N
g \gg ¥ >

The éth Army planned to secure the entrance to Leyte Gulf prior te
"At Day b;f seimre and ocoupancy _of Dinagat, Hemenhon, and Suluan Islands
and then on "A" Day land on Leyte in the vicinity of Palo with the 10th
Corps and neax I_nlag-_- with the 24th Cm‘.ps. This same day elements of the
10th Corps would land in the vieinity of Panaon Strait at the southem tip
of Leyte to secure the entrance to Sogod Bay. (See Map B)  (8)

| Xﬁ\d CORPS PLAK

The 24th Corps planned to land in the Dulag-Iibirnan area with the
Tth Division on the left and the '96th'I_)ivision on ﬁha right. The Tth
Mvision was to make the main effort west en the road to Burauen, capture
the airfields, and then .tﬁrn north and oapture Dagaml. (See Map B) (9)

| CIIH D ON_PLAN
The 7th Diviéion planned to land in the vicinity of Dulag with two

regiments abreaé’t, RCT 32 on the right, RCT 184, on the left, between the
Calbasag and Daguitan (Merabang) Rivers, advance rapidly inland along the
gxis of t-hp Dulé_g-Buraum road, geize hoatile airdromes in its zone, se~
cure the Burapeﬁ-nagami road, snd protect the Corps left flank, RCT 17
was to be In reéerv.e afloat, Iprepared to begin debarkation on sixty-min-
utes notice anci land on any of the four beaches that were used by the

A7) A-2 PP. 17-19; (8) A2, pp. 20-21; (9) 4-9 p. 6.
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assault BLT!'s. _ﬂ‘ter J.é.nding, RCT 17 was to selze and securs the bridge
and erossing of the Talisay River anploying-no.t more than one BLT yYe-
inforced, protect the division left flank, and reinforce RCT 184 with
one platoen of dompam;r D, 767th Tank Battalien. (10)

| RCT 32 PLAN
The plan of RCT 32 was to land on WA Day at JIG hour on Violst

Beaches with BLT 32-2 on the right (Beach Vielst 2), HLT 32-3 on the left
(Beach Vielet 1), and advance 'rapidly.:!nland in its zone with the xﬁain
effort on the laft, (See Map C) BLT 32-1 was to be embarked in
landing craft held at the line of departure ét. JIG hour plus forty-five
minutes to lapd on RCT order on Beaches Violst 1.or 24 BLT 32-2 was to
meintain cént.aot on the right with the laft elements of the 96th " Division
while BLT 32-2 was to maintein contact with RCT 184 on its lefte ROT 32
also planned te be prepared to suppert RCT 184 in the selzure of the air-
field west of Dulag, (11) |

Cannon company was to have one platoon atitached to each BLT to: firnish
close support. The cannon platoons atteched to the ai_ssault. BLT's would
land in the eleventh (1ith) wave and the company headquarters would land
in a later wave with the t;'ea.r ROTcomnand post group,  (12)

The lst Platoon, ﬁo:@;:_ﬁr D, 767th Tank Battalion, would rendezveus
~at the line of departure with RCT 32 and land on order ef the RCT commander -
on Beaches Vielet 1 or 2, (13)

. Company A, 767th Tank Battslicn would land two platoons in the fifth
wave on Violet Beaches 1 and 2, each platoon initially to support bhé ad~
vance of an aseault BLT. Th'g remaining elements of the l?;6'?1:.}1 Tank Battalion |
mﬁld land on RcT order, .(11;)

The 1st Platoen, 91st Chemical Company would Land from initial assault
amtracs and' enplace weapons spproximately twfo-hundred yards inland near the
- center of the RCT zone and gupport the RCT from that peint, (15) (See Map ¢)

glog A~10, ppe 2-3; (11) A~10, p. 2; (12) Personal knowledge;
13) 410 p. 25 (14) A-10, pe 2); (15) A-10, pp. 2-3.
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CANNON COMP PLAN

The initialfplm of Cannon Company was to have one cannon platoon
attached to each BLT, to furnish close suppert by direct fire whers pos-
sible otherwise ?)y indirect fire, The 2d and 3d Platoons would land in
wave eleven on Beaches Violet 2 and 1 in aupport. of BLT 32«2 and BLT 32-3
respectively. The lst Flatoon wonld rendezvous with BLT 32-1 afloat near
the line of depafture and land with HLT 32-1. Company headquarters per-
~ somnel were to land on call sometime after the 1lth wave with the RCT near
~ command post group. The two one quarter ton vehiclea and the t.wg’-two and
. one half ton ammanition trucks and the one and one half ton maintenance
truck would be landed by "A" plus one day-. (16} (See Map C)

On 13 odtobér the Cannon Caupany Commander held a conference, the
final one prior ﬁo the landing, vﬁ.th the company officers and the following
poinf-s were brought out: av)

1. That he plamed to land on the beach before the platoons came
ashorse,to make A:raoommiasmce.

24 Thét t-hé company executive officer, who would land later, was to
meet the company commarder at the RCT commend post as soon as he had arrived
- ashore, | . : |
3+ That all platoons would estsblish listening watch on the SCR 300
radio at JIG howr plus one mimte, |

© On L October the attack force got under way for Leyte, Philippine
Islands. (18) {Ses Maps A and B),

| AW DAY, 20 OGTORER 194k |
At 0300, 20 Ootober 1944, the task group carrying Cannon Company,
32nd Infantry Reg!mm was steaming Nérthward through the Leyte Gulf. At
sbout 0430, even in one's sleep ha could hear the shipts bells sounding
| réve_illé; By 0600 the intercom system was screaming "Attention all troopst
| = = HAttention al.'l. troops" - ~ "Lay up to the deck", the reason being for
safety, in case a Japanese torpedok should suddenly explode through the hull
of the ship, The voyage from the Admirelties had been without incident or
(16) Personal knowledge; (17) Personal knowledge; (18) A=l, pe 3o
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exbitement until then,  (19)

It was a bright freéh morning with scattered cumulus lclduds overhead
which harbored sﬁmat.hi.rg more than just raindrops. Upon close scrutiny of
those dlouda, ensmy planes could be seen darting in and out, chased by
ack~ack of the American Navy., It seemed thht every ship opened up with all
it had and several of those birds fram the Land of .tha Rising Sun plunged
emoking into the briny deep. OFf to the left front was Leyte, green and
beautiful but sickening; to the right was Samar, and to the rear lay the
islands of Homonhon, Dinagat and Sult;an_whioh were already in American
hands.  (20)  (See Map B) |

THE ggggg éITUAELGN
In rear of, and on besches Violet 1 and 2, awaiting our arrival in
apider-hoies, plll boxes, tremches, bunkérs, and cocormt trees, were the
little yellow men of the 3d Battallon, I20t,h Infantry Regiment, 16th Jap-
anese Division on the left, near Dulag, supported by the 4th and 5th Bate

teries of the 22nd Fleld Artillery Regiment. The Anti~Tank and Reglmental

. (Gun Companles were in position to furnish support for the 3d Battelion, 20th

Infantiy Regiment, and also the 2d Battalion, 20th Infanbry Regiment on its
right;, near Rizal just South of Dulag. The 3d Battalion, 33d Infantry Re-
giment had moved irto position along the beach on the left of the 3d Battal-
lon, 20th Infantry Regiment,. id_ﬁa’t'- bafore AV Day, . .-

Regimental headquarters of the 20th Infantry Regiment had been established
in Dulag just prioi' to "A" Day, and all units in the zone of action had
orders to "annihilate the enemy. at the beaéhes t, fThe 7th Independent Tank
Company, located at Buri , was equipped with obsolete tﬁnks some of whish were

' opserational, Tha:llhth Alrfield Construction Unit was located between

Burauen and Dagami, () (See Maps B and )

Please not.e‘ that the Japanese 16th Infantry Division (35th Avmy) had
taken part in the -enemy campaign on YLuzon in 1942 and had conducted the in-
famous death march after the fmericans surrendered on Batpacnj; (22)

(19; Personal knowledges; (20) Personal knowledge; (21) A-l, pe 3;
(22 3‘6_: Do 95)0.'



THE LANDING

#JIG" hour had been set for 1000 and at 1003, shortly after the
terrific naval barrage againet the enemy positions on the beach had lifted,
the first wave (776th Amphiblous Tank Battalion) hit the beaches. Asseult
infantry landed in waves of two through foﬁr- frol amtracs, and two platoons
of compﬁmr A, '?67:th Tank Battalion landed from LOMs in tﬁe fifth wave.
Waves six through nine comsisted of infantry, command personnsl of ELT
and ROT headquarters, and Compsny B, 13th Engineer Battalion. (23)
The Commanding Officer of Cannon Company, 32d Infantry Regiment landed with
the RCT forward command post group in wave nine on Beach Vielet 1, in the
seotor of BLT R-3 at approximately 1030, (24) (See Hap C)

(For t.he purpose of clarity the operations of each platoon'-will be
discussed separately.) (See Map C)

OPERATICNS OF THE THIRD PLATOON

When the company commander landed at approximately 1030 he found that
Beach Vlolet 1 was sultable for landing the }&-8'3 of the 3d Platoon, and
so notified the platoon leader who was in an LCM with one of the gun secticns,
The company. com:ﬁder then proceeded to the North to inspect Beach Violet 2
as regsrded lamding possibilities. He had found no mines ar other obstacles
on Beach Violet 1.,  (25)

At approxi.maﬁely 1045 the 3d Platoen landed from ICMs on the right por=
tion of Beach Violet 1, experiencied no difficulties ard moved intact into
an asaeinbly aresa in the cooonut palms some i‘ifty.'l to seventy-five yards in
i’r.am the water's edge, (26)

By the time the 3d Platoon had landed, the assault treops of BLT 32-3
had advanced some two hundred hards inland frem the beach and were being
' h_ald up by well camouflaged and concealed enemy, firing machine guns and
rifiss from positions across the open ground to their front, A few rounds
of mortar fire fell behind the cannon platoon and exploded harmiéssly on _
on the beach. - At ‘sbout this same time the platoon received some poorly aimed
eniper five from 4ts right in the divestion of BLT 32-2, The platoon killed

-(23) A=10, Appendi'x- c to Annex 10, pp; 1-9; () Personal knowledge;
(25, 26} Personal knewledges : '
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two Japanese in spider holes near the M-8's, The M-8!s were then moved for-
ward into firing positions near the front lines to try to knock out some
of thﬁae ene:ﬁr machine guns which were in pill boxes excellently concealed,
sbout, five mundred yards to the direct fromte By about 1300 the platoon
had destroyed several enemy machine guns and BLT 32-3 had advanced abéut
five hundred yards by 1400, (27)
‘Upen exanination of some of the enemy fortificatioms it was found
that t.hey had bsen constructed long before our arrival and that the grass
had grown up around and over tham thus giving excellent concealmant.. The
enemy's use of smokeless powder made his weapons even more difficult to
locate,  (28)
At approximately 1630 the assault units had started digging in for
the night after a gain of @ppribimately nine hundred yards plus for the
day, By about 1730 this cannon platoon, frqm'pbsitiona abaut six hundred
yards in rear of the Iront 1im_as, had registered its night barrage in front
of the right company of ELT 32-3, Its fire was coordinated with the fires
of the 776th Amphibious Tank Battalion which was under the control of
Artillery forward observers, ( The 49th Field Artillery Battalion which
was the one that worked with RC 32 was not ashore and registered in by
this time.) O (9) o
| it apprmcimabely 20:{) a small local enemy ahtack was in progress in
front of the right canpany of BLT 32-3 and the left company of BLT 32-2.
At this time the .pla'won of M=-8's fived nomal barrage in conjunction
with other supporting fires an& the attack waas ‘atopped. This Japanese
attack was not preceded by an artillery or morter preparétion. ALl re-
mained guiet until around 0530 the next morning when another attack by
about three hundred enemy was under way, The 3d Platoon again fired a
nbrmal barrage and tﬁings wore quieted down by 0615, (30)

OPERATIWS OF THE SECOND PLATOGN
The 2d Plataun landed on Beach Vielet 2 behind BLT 32-2 at approxine-

ately the same t..tme the 34 Plat;oan landed bshind BLT 32-3, The company

(27) A~l, pe & arjd Personal knowledge; (28, 29, 30) Personal knowledge.
| 10



commander had ar_rivad at the 2d Platoon landing beach in time to meet
the platoon coming in and guide it into the coconut palms inland i‘ran.
the beach about..-one hundred yards, There was more mortar fire coming
down on thls beach than on Violst 1, The assault companies of BLT 32-2
were inland around two hundred yards having the same difficulties as
BLT 32-3 on the left, when the cannons of the 2d Platoon landed. There
wasn't as much opeh ground in this avea; the enemy was being engaged mere.
close at hand. By 1100 the platoon M-8's were uﬁ with the front lines on
the right engaged in helping knock out pill boxes at ranges of fifty to
seventy-five yafds. No anti-tank fire:was received but there was mmh. e~
chine gun fire from the enemy pill boxes, also qulte a lot of sniper and
mortar fire. Tl:ie enemy here was no more easy to locate than he was over
front of BLT 32f3, however, the observer could, by cmwling. on his stom=
ach, get closer .ta the enemy positions thus more readily determine frem
where the fire was coming. It must be remembered that thege eﬁemy forti-
| floatlons were ﬁutually éupporting, were among coconut palms, and that
the sllts of the pill boxes were very small and just above ground level,
Enemy aniper i‘iﬁe was active and quite accurate, The company commander,
at about 1130 was adjusting fire on one of those pill boxes from position
in front of the front lines at a range of about fifty yards when he was
hit by a sniperts bullet, As he was atbtempting to crawl back to cover
‘behind s tree réo‘:. he received a second and fatal bullet from the machine
gun in the pin;box. The crew in the M-8 spotted :the gun and succeeded
in destroying it and three Japs, The camnon platoon and the tanks des-

£royad_ quite a éi_‘ew moTe endny positions during the morning and afternoen,
-~ and by 1630 BLT 32-2 had pushed inland between eight m&'ed.and a thousand

yards from the beach and weredigging in for the night. (A)
‘There were.ne good gun positions for night firing in the right

sector of the ELT area. There was some open ground in rear of the left

company extending towards BLT 32-3 on the left and about six hundred yards

() 4A-l, pe 5 and Personal lmuwledge.
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to the rear of the front lines. It was necessary to sealect-a position
which did not cause the fire to be masked., The 2d Platoon was moved from
the pill box area about 1630 to the area just mentioned which was almost
in the middle of the ROT zbne and-was separated from the 3d Platoon la-
terally by about one hundred yards, Actually, in between the two plat~ -
oons there was d small grove of banana and coconut trees which narrowed
- 88 it extended toward the fronh lines. There were in the area slac, a
number of the ainpiﬁbioua tank battalion tanks (mounting 75-mm pack How-
itzera) of the 776th Amphitious Tank Battalion which were doing scme fir—
ing.c . At about 1700 when the cannon platoon was reglstering in front of
the left company of BLT 32-2 a round hit the top of a lone coconut tree
near the right flank company of ELT 32-3., It was never determined whetl;er
the carmon platoon was gullty o whethoﬁ the amphibioua tanks were, This
unhappy incident resulted in bhé wounding of four men of BLT 32-3."
(2) o

At the time of the small Jap atbtack against our lines about 2030
| the 2d Platoon also fired nbrmal barrage. Again about 0530 the next
morning the Japs made the supreme test of the front lines of ROT 32 just
abgut where they had trled earlier, almost where the flanks of BLT 32-3
and ELT 32-2 joined. We were warned in advance that this was ceming for
the Japs were pracedeci kyrcarabao, pigs and other animals running helter
skolter through the darkness. This attack wae repulsed with about £ifty
percent loss to the enemy by our 'artiilery, nortar, cannon, and other
RCT weapons whi_bh blasted them to shreds. 4All three camnon platoons fired
' nornial barrage bn this occasion. (33)

OPERATICNS OF THE FIRST PLATOGN
A8 you raﬁanber-from earlier discussion, ELT 32-1, which included
the lst Plat.oet;, Camon Company, was held in ROT reserve at the 1ine of
departure afloat at "JIG" hour plus forty £ive minutes. All elements of
thia BLT were ashore by approximately 1600, having landed on Beach Violet 2,

(32, 33) Personal kndwledge.



and by about 1760 were going into a night defenss.ve position in rear of
HLT 32-2. This platoon was placed in night firing position alongside
of the 2d Platoon thus forming a four gun battery for the support of
BLT 32-2 for the night. There would have been no point in putting the
platoon in supi:ort of BLT 32«1 for the night as there were no good fire
.:l.ng positiona in the area, The Ist Platoen fired the same missions as
the 2d Platoon. (34) |

QPERATIONS OF CANNON CQMPANY HEADQUARTERS

The company exetutive of ficer and fifteen men of company headguarters
landed from LGVPe on the left edge of Beach Violet 2 at approximately
1130, The Japs were still lobhing & few mortar sl;ella'.mpn the beach, As
this group came aéhore the RCT S-3 end the munitions warrant officer were
belng ecarried to the beach on litt.ara.' The company headquarters group

~moved to the RCT coumand post whiech was located about one hundred yaxds
inland in the e:'enter of the ROT zone. The men of company hégdquartars
gpent most of the dey in the area and at about 16b0 went into(_:;limt de~
fensive poaiti@z on the Northwest perimeter of the RCT cmnmand post which
wge almost between our cannon platoons and & llttle forward, (35)
~ The dampanj. executive officer was unable to find the company com-
mander, When He learned that he isd been killed he so informed the RCT
conmander who ﬁmnedd.ateljr appointed him in command of Cannon Company.
No change was effected as regarded the platoon leaders for the company
was then one officer short, The platoon leader of the 3d Flatoon was
notified by the new company commander that he would be executive offlcer
but that he would continue to lead the 3d Platoon. (36)

The two company £-ton trucks and trailers arrived ashore sometime
prior to darkness and were used to bringlammnition from the beach to
tharu-B'a &8 f.he 23-ton amunition trucks with drivers had not yet been
landed. The conpany li-ton meintenance truck and one mechanic had not
arrived either, fThe company switchboard which had been on one of the

(34) A-l, page 5, and Personal knowledge; (35, 36) Persoral knowledge.
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i;-i;on trucks h'a:d somehow been pislaid so company headquérters was tied
in with the platoons by SCR 300 radio and sound power phones, (37)

| * ENEMY OPERATIONS ON "A" DAY
" The 3d Battalion, 33d Infentry Regiment which had been facing BLT 32-2

and ELT 32-3 wit hdrew inland gradually, fighting a very determined delay=-
ing action by tenaciously fighting from pill boxes and trenches. This
move on the part of the 3d Battalion, 33d Infantry Regiment wae aoincident'
with the withdrawal of the 3d Battaiion, 20th Infantry Regiment aleng the

| Dulag-Burauen Road, (38)  (See Map C)

uAY PLUS ONE DAY, 21 OCTOEER 19kk
The attack jumped off at 0800 with BLT 32-3 on the lsft, BLT 32-2

on the right and ELT 32-1 in regimental reserve. (39) The 3d Platoen,
Cannon Company was in support of BLT 32-3, the 2d Platoon supported BLT 32-2
and the lst Platoon supported BLT 32-1. (40} . |

QPERATIONS OF THE 2ND PLATOON
The 24 Plﬁ'_i;om remained in the night firing position until well after

the attack had commenced, BLT 32~2 made g.ood progress againat.. moderate
resistance but ran into some swampy land and areas of high thick cogon
grass and brush which was about two hundred yards to the front of its
night position, Tﬂis area was by-pasaed to the right by ELT .32-2 and

£o the left by ELT 32-3 thus cresting s small gap between them. The 2d
_Platoon Cannon Company, when it displaced, moved well to the right to
try to follow somewhat in rear of the assault companies __but, tva - unalble
to move through the swamps, (42) By 18Q0 ;:I:EséLT head advanded

| _some 2900 yards where it dug in for the night.  (42) (Purther opera-
'.ﬁians of the 2d Platoon on this date wlll be described along with those

of the lst Platoon,)

237) Personal knowledge; (38) A=L, ps 45 (39) &=L, pe 53
40 ) RBersonal knowledge. (42) &1, p. 5.



_ OPERATIONS OF THE THIRD PLATOON _

The 3d Platoon follewed the assault elements of BELT 32-3 engaging
but few targets during the morning. The M-8's kept to the left of the
area which was by-passed by the sssault troops. The platoon leader
thought there was some activity in that area but was unable to {actually
" locate anything.  (43) By 1800 BLT 32-3 had advanced approximately
2900 yards where it dug in for the night. (44) The platoon regis-
tered normal baﬁ'rage in front of the left company from its night firing
position in the vieinity of the BLT command poste There was no activity
during the night. . (45) |

CPERATIONS_OF THE 1ST.PLATOON

About two:platoons of Japs along-uith & 75-mm fleld piece and a 47-mn
anti-tank gun had been left in the gap between the two assault RLT's dur-
ing the movement forward in the earlier part of the day. The enemy had
not fired on the BLT's which by-passed them.. BLT 32-1 was given the
mission of ole;njng oub this mese and called on the lst Platoon, Cannon
Canparm- to follow the rifle troops closely, prepared to give ﬁhem auppért
- by direct fire., There was a platoon of tanks of 'Compamf Ay 767th Tank
Battalion availﬁble also, which followed to the rear of the M-8's. As
the two cannon company M—aia.:ﬁo'ved_ forward past the right side of the
pocket containing the well concealed and dug in Japs, an enemy 75-mm |
field plece fired from a covered emplacement in the grass &t & range of
about one hundred feet, hitting the left side of the turret of the rear
M-8, This round did no damage other than shock the crews The men in -
the vehicle weré unable to determine from where the round had come,
Before they had located the gun it fired another round which penetrated
the gas tank setting the ¥-8 on fire, A tank to the. right rear of the
M-8 located £he gun when it fired the second time and immediately opened
'fife on it destroying the gun and crew. By the time the Jep gun was des-

troyed, the flames were eating up the cannon platoon weapon and the fire
(43) Personal knowledge; (L4) A-1, p. 5; (45) Personal knowledge.
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exbinguisher failed to put oub the fire. The SCB 300 radic was the only
pisce of equipment saved and Cannon Company was to go through practically |
the rest of the war with only five M~8'a,  (46)

Neither the 2d nor the lst Platoons could follow the BLT's they were
supporting as t.here were too many unfordable streams and swamps in the
area. The map was quite inaccurate as it showed the area to be trav-
_ersible. To cops with the situstion a three gun batbery was fomed with
the two 2d Platoon guns and the remaining ene of the lat Platoon, and was
-put in support of BLT 32-2 which was the right assault element of the ROT,
after BLT 32-1 _cleaned out .tha pocket and continuved forward in rear of the
leading BLT's. The advance of BLT 32-2 was rapld, the Provisional Cannon
Gompany Platoon Teceived no fire missions, end by 1800 this ELT was about
on & line with BLT 32-3 on the left, At about 1630 the cannons wers moved
to the left flank of the RCT and down the Dulag - Burauen road into a
night firing position near the new RCT command post which had.' been dis-
placed forward during the late sfternoohs damon fires that night were
allotted to BLT R-3, the 3d Platoon firing from the vicinity of the com-
mand post of BLT 32-3, and the remaining platoon from the vieinity of the
_ﬁCT command posit.. The 3d Flatoon forward observer registered the gune
for the provisioml platoon. No firing was done by the company during
the night. 7 ‘

The two cannon campany 23-ton _annunition. txucks: end the . |
13-ton maintenance truck had caught up with the combined first and 2d
Platoons in the vicinity of where the M-8 had been destroyed during bhe
afternoon. The& ceme fpmrd to the new gun position along with the
M-8's, Company headquarters again furailshed pért of the all around de~
fense for the RCT command ﬁuat. - There were no unusual incidents during
the night. {48) (For A plus one Day operations see Map C)

A" PLUS THO DAY, 22 QQTOBER 194k
ROT 32 cantinued the attack at 0800 with BLT 32-2 on the right and

BLT 32-3 on the left.  (49)
(46, A7, 48, 49) Personal knowledge.
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' Cannon Gompany supported the attack of BLT 32-3 from the night
firing positions initially but in the brush areas ahead the SCR failed
to function properly at long ranges and it was necessary to makae. gseveral
displacements., The terrain dictated that the M-8's travel on the pulag-
Burau;n road most of the time dué to the swamps and heavy brush in the
RGT. a0ne, . (50) The conpany received no missions other than for
registration anil by 1800 the BLT had advanced approximately 2800 yards.
(51) Cannon fires that night were registered in by the field ar-

~ tillery Xlaison officer with BIT 32-3 in order to tie them in with the
Field Artilléry barrage, This was done by telephone from BLT to RCT to

. | N
Cannon fire direction center, (52) (See Map C)

ENEMY STTUATION
During this period, the 2d Battallon, 20th Japanese Infantry R_eg.msnt,
©* which hal held beach defenses on "A" day near Rizal, withdrew to La Paz
";‘f" and then moved to Burauen to Joln up with the remaining elements of the 20th

‘. Infantry Regiment. (53)

At PLUS THREE DAY,23 OCTOBER 104L

The attack was contitiued at 0830 with Cannon Company in support of

: 3 |
Lo
H L

NI “ EBI.T 32-1 . (54) Thers was little or no oppositioén; the BLT advanced
. I I< ;ias fast as the ﬁsrrain permi{;ted and by 1800 had gone into night defense
f g_on the East end of 3an Pablo #l airfield. Agaln Cannon Company diaplacéd_ .
a, a down the Dulag-Burauen road-and set up in night firing posibi.c-m near the
Ny RCT command post. Just of f the road and about two thousand yards in rear of
. | the BLT. By 1830 Cannon Company night fires were registered in front of
SR BLT 32+, No firing was done during the night, (55)

Please note that RCT 17 spearheaded the attack on a four hundred yard

ifront, preceded by tanks, down the Dulag-Burauen road and by 1700 the tanks

| _fhad reached the West side of Burauen, (56)
(50; Personal knowledge; (51) A-1, pe. 6; (52) Persomal knowledge;
N 553 A-1, pe 6)3 (54) A-l, p. 6 and Persomal knowledge;
\‘- 55) Personal knowledge; (565) A=L, Pe o
vy '
Q .
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"AU PIUS FOUR QAYS, 2l OCTORER 1944

The attack ,jmnped of £ at 0870 with Cannon Company in support of
BLT 32-1 on the left from positions occupied the night before, 57
By 1200 the ELT "32-1 had advanced beyond the West end of San Pablo #
airfield.. At ap:proximat.ély 1130 the 2d Platoon, Cannon Company, displaced
forward to a new positiop on the South edge of the airfield about two
hundred yerds Egst from the West end. By 1300 all five guns weve in
battery and registered in front of the BLT. (58) |

The platoon leader of the lst Platoon was appointed in command of the
3d Platoon, the ;;'formr 3d Platoon leadsz". operated as company executive |
of ficer, and the 2d Platqon leader kept command of the 1lst and 24 Platoons
which had been combined and designated the 2d Platooni (59) |

Registration had been completed prior to 1300 in front of A Company
whioh was on the right of BLT 32-1. (60)

The area bnt.ween the West end of the airfield and BLT 32-l1 was very
brushy and was cut by a small stream. The airfield was on ground slightly
higher than the".si_:rrounding terrain and the groﬁnd that BLT 32-1 was move
ing onto was about the same elevation as the alrfield, A am.allb trail con-
nected the airfield with the BLT 32-l area and the credsc was spammed by a

poorly éonatruqted wooden bridge. The creek actually ran through a steep
sided gully, Béyond the creek the trail.was so.né.rrow that even a jeep
could not travel without some spade work. (61) |

BLT 32-1 continwed the advance slowly due to dfficult terrain and by
1400 began hitting light resistance in front of both A and ¢ Companies, By

~ about 1500 this resistance had developed into a good hot fire fight. The
Japs were dug in in trenches and pill bt;xea with overhead covere Theae_a ﬁerg
new positions dug in the last few hours. The area was very brushy and dark,
(62)

These Jap positions were manned by two companles of the 24 Battallon,
20th Infantry, elements of the 3d Battalion, 33d Infantry, 1lith Alrfield
Construction Unit, 54th Airfleld Construction Unit, and the 16th Jap Division

- (57) A-L, ps 6 and Pevaonal knowledge; (58, 59, 80, 61) Perscnal knowledge;
(62) A~l, p. 7 and Persoral knowledge, .
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Engineefs, in all, some one thousand in strength. Thj.s was & last ditch
fight as far as the Jape were concerned. (63)

' The fighting was so close iqj,;"and observation so poor that effective
cannon fire could not be brought down on the Japs. The company did fire
aren térget.s in the trees about one hundred and fifty yards in front of
A'Gonpany. The yaps actually counterattacked both assault companies and by
about 1600 thése two - companies were forced to withdraw back to within four
hundred yards of the creek for good night peositions, Each oi‘lthe two com=
panies lost apprducimtely 25 ﬁo 26 men killed and were unable to get many
of them out. By'apjroudmately 1830 the BLT was digglng in for the nighﬁ_

" on the high ground on the far side of the creek from thé sirfield., Cannon
Company registered in front of.Bl’...T R=-1 with flrst priority and in front of
BLT 32-3 with second priority. The Japs gave the BLT'!'s no trouble during
thé night, and Camon Company did no close in firing, largely because o.f'
the fact that there were still posslbly some live Americans yet beyond the
front 1ines. (64) | |

~ On this same day RCT 17 had pushed through Burauen and had established
a night pefimet-er between there and Guinarona. (65)

18 «

WAl PLUS FIVE DAYS, 25 OCTOBER 1944

At 0800 the attack jumped off with BLT 32-2 on the left and BLT 32-3
on the right,  (66) Cannon Company supported BLT 32-2 by indirect
fj.re_from poaitioné on the edge of the airfield, As the attacic atarted, the
Japs were Idoing some heéwy snlping from coconut trees, Canron Company covered
the HLT front with time fire at tree top level well ahead of the assault troops,
Some two hundred rounds were expendad in the operation by the time the BLT
had advanced five hundred yards. There wag nb mbre snifaer trouble but this
BLT ran into the same hornets nest that ELT 32-1 hit the day before. Had
we been able to put the M-8's or the tanks in the fortified area immediately, |
our troops could possibly have taeken Buri airstrip that day. Ae it was,
the bridge to the'right of San Pablo #1 airfield could not be used by t.rahk

2632 A-1, pe 73  (64) Personal knowledge; (65) A-l, p. 6);
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laying vehicles and they seemingly cduld not go through the creek, To
the Wsst of the .airfield were many rice paddiea and these wers impassable,

.]Juring the afternoon at sbout 1500, after BLT 32-2 had galned only-abqﬁt

five hundred yards from their jump 6ff polnt, the tankers found a spot of

semi-firm ground over which tanks could pass, By 1700, with tank support
our troops had advanced some eight hundred yards for the day. Camnon
Company supported this attack from origlnal indirect fire positions of the

day before, expending some 1200 rounds during the aftermoon. (67)

At approximately 1800, Gannon Company registered its night barrage in
front of HLT 32-2 which was located Just short of the Fast end:of Buri air-
field, The main defense of the last ditch st,andl of the Japanese in t.he Burl
afea hac_i beep broken. Cannon Company, 32nd Infantry Regiment (7th Infantry
Division) fired\hgrasaing fires on the end of the Buri airfield that night,
That was the JI.auB‘c,;.j f-:l.ri_ng or fighting done by that unlt en the East Coast of

Leyte, P. I, (68)

| ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
The conbat loading of bhe company and its equipment on four dii‘ferent
ships was sound in principle, as that met.hod kept all the eggs from being
put in one basket, It also permitted flexibility in the event a BL'I‘/_;hould

have happened t@'hm?é been given a separate mission., This loading plan alsc

worked with and vice versa, The company commander of course, had lost control

of his company as a unit,

f  The tanks having landed in 'wave five .. permitted the landing of the

’ cannons in a later wave, There would have been too many vehicles in a small
area had the cannon platoons landed much earlier than they did, o Also thia _
made for flexibil_'ity as they could have bsen landed wherever the RCT cormnandera'

desired after he _knew where thejr were needed most, They did not land autmmﬁ—'--,

lcally as dld the units in leading waves but were on call,

(67, 68) Persona) knowledges
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gave the cannon platoon members a chaﬁ\gé to better know the people“\_ﬁhét;'.ithey gt



The beach réconnaissance by the company commander gainedllittle as
the tanks had already landed before he had come ashore,
The receipt ;of orders for the operation was timely encugh as there
was plenty of time for study of the order and coordinstion between smaller
uniﬁs within the BLT's fram the ti.ma of leaving the staging ares untll the
arrival at the target area.
_{Jnf J ' The Japanese defended tenaciously in depth from well dug in, camouflaged,
:~\~ concea1eq)and mitually supporting positions. The beach itself was defended
f!-\__ more 1lightly than the areas several hundred yards inland.
| N Assault troops landed at 1003 just after the naval barragef;gainst the
- Joesches\had Lifted., The Japansse dld not have time to geb out of theirpholes
'and reorganizewoﬁ the beaches before the assault elements were ashore,
The M-8 waé found to be a very effeciive weapon for knocking out machine
. Buns by direct fire as ﬁas shown during the first two days on the island,

Ly
LA

B ;‘ Its effectiveness as an indirect fire weapon was limited,; It could do most

A

" of the things that tanks did and a number of things artillery did, so bhat
' its use was quite flexible.

The ROT used a coordinated fire plan for orgaﬂizing night defensive fires,
ALl available weapons were used, The advance of ths RCT units was stopped
before dark daily{so that a more effective fire plan could be mapped out.

The Japanese} in their counterattacks falled to use preparatory fires,
They did hawever,fuse-deception by rmurning animals through the lines so that
the weépons of the Americans would fire thus revealing their position,
_ The assault BLT!'s by-passed a considersble number of Japanese in a grassy
area and didn'f. learn until Jater that there were Japs in the area, The
Japaneae, trying to decelve, did not fire on the leading BLT!'s.

The use of thin-skinned M-8's to lead the medium tanks on #AW plus
oﬁa Day shows a definite misuse of a good combat weapon.

The Japanese that were overrun and left in the rear areas continued to
snipe at rear areé troops untll kllled,

The mislaying of the Cannon Company switchboard was certalnly something
to be avoided in the future.
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The firing ihto friendly troops was & definite morale hazard to all
concerned and was due to carslessness,

The enemy was most difficult to locate because of excellent .camouflage
and concealment afforded from positions dug’ in long before the landing.

The Japaness ;.apparently knew that the Americans were coming for they
had orders to annihilats the enemyr at the beaches, and had moved a battalion
on to the .beach d'ef_.‘ense area near Dulag just before the tai-get date,

The use of the Cannon Company headquarters personnel to form part of
the perimeter defemés for the RCT command post was sound. The RCT from prew

. vious experience ieamed that all rear area installations had to have all
around prot.ect.ionfeapecially at night,

" fhe cannons should have beeh moved into the front lines of BLT R~2

on 2 October, to. do_direct fire and the medium tanks should have been right
along with them, ':Imprcoper reconnalssance on the part of cannon and tank
company .p_g;'é_on_nel was evident on that day. The cannon were gainfully em-
ﬁloyed in indirect fire but would have been more effective performing direct
fire at the fortifications of the enamy,

The maps were very poor, How could the U. 5, have bben in the Phi]ipﬁines
80 long and still have maps sc inaccurate? '

S . f 1, That the -8 mabei{tgr weapon. for_fivdng direct fire than for
!I‘iring indirect fire.

O e :
2. That the M—S ma vary flexible weapon as :Lt could be used as a

Bt i i e e

tank or as an art_:illery piece firing either direct or indirect fire, It was

.~ alao a very moblle weapon,
sh.r

3« That troops :Ln areas behind the i‘ront, line companies coudd not- expect

T el

\\
their areas to be free from miper fire.ﬁ;y 'ohe fanatical enemy.

BT R e 2 L

1;. That very close attention muat be paid to amall details such as

e Ml LAt ot b e Yl o AT IR A Dt A e e s i s

ey o

the safety factor in art:!.llery fir:.ng and in proper care of equipmen’b.i . ;.:‘- R

o P S W e s - ey I £ et e ms e £

5+ That maps must z_m_t; be depended upan too closely.

M zid gl

6, That all areas ahould be investigated before they a:ne by—passed.

‘ml'-w-l. o e L e 6
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. g
7. That a coordinated firs plan-wa-o very important in properly organ-_ '

el Ry A T W (A DA vt A SRR bt L, 7

izing ’ohe night defense.
B. Thab to properly operate & cannon _company with best officlency,

e’

roconna:.ssanoe must be accurate and continuous,

i v R, T TP R
J—

E— &
G That fair results Gﬂtt'ld‘ be expected from the SCR 300 radie,

e ) o e

et Tt N ‘iﬁ. iz s

10. The use of time fire wa.§ excellont i‘or ridding an area of onipers

operating in coconut palma.
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