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OPERATIONS OF THE 2D BATTALION, 350TH INFANTRY
(88TH DIVISION)} IN CLBEARING A REGIMENTAL SUPPLY ROUTE
TO ROCCASEGCA, ITALY, 21 - 25 MAY 1944
{(ROME - ARNO CAMPAIGH)

{Personal Experlence of a Battalion 3-3)

ORIENTATIOR

INTRODUCTION

This is an account of an Infantry Battelion that got left
" gbout ten miles behind the other two battallons. During the
Itallan Spring Offensive in May 1944, the 2nd Battalion, 350th
Infantry, 88th Division had to clear and protect the Regimental
supply route from FONDI to ROCCASECCA.

"Since the landing at SALERNO on 9 September 1943, the
divisions of the Fifth Army had been fighting almost continuous-
1y, first the drive past NAPLES to the German Winter Line bew
Harsh winter ean;;E;;fZS“ggﬁigno.n (See Map A} (1)

On 22 January 1944, two divisions landed at ilZ;_IE_.____ {Ses
Map 4) At CASSINO and ME_O the attack had beern stopped.

In May 1944, the s;:;hem front was the MINTURNO-CASSINO
line., (See Map A4) The Germans h.ald. the mountainous terraln
to their front with the femons GUSTAV LINE.

The Allied Armies in Italy (AAI) plamned e spring offen-
sive., Their intentions were to Inflict the maximum losaes on
the enemy end drive him to the BIHIIIQI’ISA line., (3¢e Mep &)
(2)

Fhis would be & simmltaneous attack by both armies on
the southern front. (3) |

Ty " EZ, p. 1 (direct quotation)
(2} &-4, ps 21
(3) A-4, p. 21
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' The beachhead forces would be ready to attack at any
time from D plus 4, Thelr missiorn was to cutb HIGHWAY 6 in
the VALMONTONE area. (8ee Map B) (4)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

With the arrival of new troops and irn order te insure
succeas on the next attack,‘a major regionping was made sleng
the southern.front. |

The east coast sector was under the British V Corps and

- Eight Army controlled the central sector, Fifth Army hed the

area between the TYRREENIAN SEA end the LIRI RIVER, Also, the
Pifth Army remained in command of the ANZIO BEACHEEAD, (See

Msp B) (5) |
A pr 7. ; The FAfth Army hed the Fremch Expeditionary Corps (FEC)
. Y ‘
.i- on the right and II Corps along the sea.

II Corps had the American 8S5th and 88th Divisions., The
Plat Divigion arrived 15 the MEDITERRANEAN ihaater in Ap»il
1944, but 1ts employment was indefinite for sometime. (&)
The 36th Diwision constituted the mobile reserve of the AAI.

The two divisions of II Corps were fresh troops and were
yot to be tried in the attack. |

The 88th Divislion was the first All-8elective Service
Division in combat in World War II, and it took over a seotor
of the front in March 1944. The men and officers felt that
the Divislon would be succeszaful in any type of eperatie;B.
8ince July 1942, 1t had trained in Oklshoma, meneuvered in
Loulsiana, and polished its tactlcs 1n Horth Africa. During

T14) 4-4, p. 22
(6) A-4, pe. 2
(6) A-4, p. 18
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March and April, the Division had adjusted to front-line
gctivity 1in resdiness for an attack, | i

Morale was high. All supplies wers plentiful, even though
gsome posltlons had to be reached by mule train.

Although the actlon deacribed hereln takes place some ten
days aftenr thg juﬁp~off, it 1s necessary to cover the miaslons
and sctions of‘tha various unlts beglnning with breskout of the
winter line.

The Eighth Army was to break through the enemy's poslitions

into the LIRI VALLEY. |

| The Fifth Army mission was defined in Pleld Order ¥o. 6,
20 April 1944 as:-’Fifth Army from present GARIGLIANC posl-
tions with Corps sbreast, secure ANSONIA defile, sdvances
south of the LIRI RIVER to eut the PICO-ITRI ROADesesessSub-
sequent advance on Army order} (S8ee Map B) (7)

The Army plen wes bold amd difficult. It mesnt slmply
that all units would take the dominating mountsin festures in
thelr ssslgned mectora, |

| II Corps would attack with the 85th Division on the left
and the 88th Division on the right., The plan of maneuver cone
sisted asaentiallj of slugging through the defenses of the
GUSTAV LINE and then continuing through the mounteins to the
PICO-ITRI ROAD. | |

At 2300 hours, 11 May 1944; the Spring O0ffenslve was
lsanched.

On the right flank of the Fifth Army the FEC Sock all ef
1ts objectives on schedule., Its' operatioens durlng 11-19 May

form one of the most spectasular and most important parts of -

Y
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the drive on ROKE. On 19 May the FEC front was nearly along
the east side of the PIGO-ITRI ROAD énd i1t was resdy to attask
the strong point PICO. (8) |

In II Corps' sector, the Inltiasl push met immediate aue-
cess on the right flanik but in the center a:anhd'!IHfURIﬁ the
battle swirled in indecision for three days. Then the enemy
began a hasty retrest aleng the sea, followed cloasely by 11
Corps. (9) This rapid pursult puéhsd through FORMIA snd GAETA
into ITRI, (8ee Map B} (10} |

Fifth Avmy had by 19 May completed its first mission,
Its' front was along the PICO-ITRI ROAD, and se far shead - of
Bighth Army that it threstened the enemy in the LIRI VALLEY
from the rear. (11)

The FEC hed employed all four of its divisioms. Three
were in line and one in Gorps.reserve. II Corps stlll had
the 85th and 88th Divisions in the line and the 36th Divisien
had not been camnitteﬂ.r (12)

On 19 Mey a now objective was given IX Corpa: %o out
the SEZZE-FROSINONE ROAD with maximum speed. (See Map B} (13)

The 88th Division was to drive across the hills northwesi
of FONDI toward ROCCAGORGA while the 85th Divisien moved on its
left flank toward ﬂESZE. The 9lat Cavalry Reconnalssance
Squedron and elements of the 85th Division were 'to smash
through the TERRACINA bottle neck and push inte the PONTINRE
MARSHES beyond the town. (See Map B) (14)

The area fscing II Gorps was a serles of high mountains,
deep gorges, river valleys,’and flooded coastal piains. The

(6) A.1l, Item 1826
(10) A-4, p. 55
(11} A-4, p. 79
(12) A-4, p. 79
(13) A4-4, p. 81
(14) 4A-4, p. 81
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sector varied in width from 10 to 20 miles; from ITRI to SEZIE
the distance scross the mountains wes 30 miles. (15)

The defense line which II Corps would hit was the smeh
publicized HITLER LIKE, prepared by the Germans to serve as a
second defense if the GUSTAV LIﬁE-wore breached. !ﬁis line
ran generally through the mountains aleng TERBACINA-FONDI-PICO
to PONTECARVO and scross the LIRI VALLEY to PIEDEMONTE., (3ee
Mep B) (18) | | |

Withdrewing into this line was the badly disorganized

; Geymsn Tenth Army which had been holding the southern fremt.

The weather was good spring warm days with cool nights,
There had been no.ruin gince the jump-off, The troops felt
good over thelr first successes and hsd not had time to think
of their losses, The ory was "ROME AND HOME".  (17)

88TH DIVISION SITUATION AND PLANS

On 19 May the 351st Infantry held M. GRANDE noﬁth of I!RI;
the 340¢th Intantry lay in the town proper and the 350th Infan-
try was just to the east. (18)

During the night of 19 May the 349th moved northwest te-
werd FONDI, By 2200 hours, 20 My, FOXDI was taken and the
high ground to the northeast of town. The 351st moved up to

‘other mountain features that cut the FONDI-LENOLA ROAD. (See

Map B) (19)

' 4he 350th Infantry followed the 349th elong HIGEWAY 7.
Reinforeements now began te stream up this road from ITRI %o
FGHDI. The highway was filled with trucka, grmor and artil-

T15) A-4, p, 82

(16) A-4, p. B2

(17} Personal knowledge
{18) A-1, Item 1826
{(19) A~4, pe 83



lery and both sides of the road were lined with marching
troops. (20)
During the night of 20 May, the 350th wsa ordered %o

pass through FONDI and attack to the northwest toward ROCCA~ .

SERCCA. The 349th would attack onr the right. The 35lst
would teke the mountain features along the LENOLA-VALLECORSA
ROAD snd protect the division right flenk until the French

qaught up. (See Map B) (21}
THE 350TE INFAFTRY PLAN

The regimental plen was for the lst Battallon to take
M, CASARECCIO; the 34 Battalion to take M, LATIGLIA and the
24 Battellon H.IGALVQ. M, CALVO was to be the regimental
ohjéetive for 21 Nay. (8ee Map €) (22) _

The lst Battalion would move dlrectly from FONDI teward
1ts! objective and secure 1t. The 5d Battalion would then
 move through the lat Battalien to take M, LATIGLIA., The 24
Battalion would move west along HIGHWAY 7 sbeut 6000 yards end
atteck M. CALVO from the south., (8ee Map C) (23)

The regiment would then move to ROCCASECCA, taking each

mountain festure in turn,
i

350TH INFANTRY (MINUS OﬂE BATTALIOE) MOVES TO ROCCASECCA

At dawp 21 HMay the regiment moved through FONDI. (24)
The ist Battallion followed by the 34 moved toward 8. MAGNO,
and the 24 Battalion moved west along HIGHWAY 7. (S8ee Map C)
The 1st Battalion moved over M. CASBAREGCIO without

T26)  A-4, p. 83

(21) 4A-2, Item 1830
(22) A-2, Item 1830
(23) Personal knowledge
(24) A-3, p. 83
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encountering any resistance, It then proceeded to M, LATIGLIA
end then M. CALVO in turn.

'~ Spending the night. on M. CALVO the lst and 34 Battalions
moved out early on 22 May along the trail to the northwest to
M., ALTG, where they stopped for the night. The l=t Battsllon
was on M, ALTO and the 34 Battalion to the south on SALVATORE.
on the 234 the 1st Battsllion moved into ROCCASECCA snd the 34
garrisoned the high ground overlooking the'town. (See Map C)
(25) o

This point was 10 miles ahesd of Fifth Army lines, These
two battalions lesd by the regimental commander, Colonel J. C.
Fry, hed slipped through the HITLER LINE. (286)

NARRATION

THE S. BIAGIO VALLEY FIGHT

As the other two ba ions moved dlrectly northwest on
the 21st Msy, the 2d Battifficn moved west from FOEDI along
HIGHWKY 7 for about 60CO yards. There was no contant with the

enemy. Elements of the 9lst Reconnalisssnce Squadron reported
that except for some blown craters iIn the highway there was no
evidence of the enemy for several miles further fo the west.
The Ttalian civiliens reported that the Germans had allxgoné:
(27)

" Pne battallon turned north off HIGHWAY 7 along s good
road that would lesd directly to the foot of the mountalns
and to a trall that led to their objective, M. CALVO. (See

Map C) They were ln a column of companies; E-G-F, The Heavy

(35)  Tersonal knowledge; statement o of C 1 J. C. Fry, then
0, 350th Infantry, 20 May 1944

(26) A-2, Item 1830

(27) Persoensl knowledge



Wespons Compeny!s machine guns were ln direct smpport of thar
two lesding companies. Just as Company E's leading platoon
reached the SAN BIAGIO-S. MAGEO ROAD, 600 yards north of HIGH-
WAY 7, it was fifed on from positions north of thils road by
machine guns and rifles. Compeny E took up the fire fight
from positions along and on the lg{?_or the road, There was a
cresk and a canal to the right and sn oréhard on the left.
There was very little cover in the orchard. (See Map D) (28)

The Battalion Commander snd Battalion 8~3 went forward
snd contacted B Company Commander, The enemy had excellent
positions in the side of the hill covering to the south snd
the Valley. They were well dug in end hard to losats, Theze
was no way to estimateftheir strength. fhsre wag no other
direction to attank th&_hill.

E Company Commender steted 10 or 12 men had been wounded
including the leading Platoon Leader. Men of this platoon'were
returning the fire. The orchard was a poor place from which te
launch en attack, The enemy had good flelds of fire through
the trees in the orchard., There was very llittle room teo maneu-
ver to the right of the road because of the big canal. (29)

G Company wes then turning ncrth off HIGHWAY 7. 'fhe
Company Bander went forward to the Battallon Commander.
‘They decided.for Gom;any G to maneuver out in the valley to
the left and hit the German position with two platoons abreast
with their right on 3. BIAGIO-S. MAGNC ROAD. They would as-
ssult from the middle of the Valley. . | |

E Compeny would put two platoons on line and sttack,

(287 Statement of Corbett Williamson, then Commander of the
ond Battalion, 350th Infantry, on 3L Oct 1949
{29) Personsl knowledge
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swinging as far to the right of the north-south road from
HIGHWAY 7 as they could. (See Map D)

The Artillery Lisison Officer called for artillery in the
town of S, BIAGIO as 1t dominated the west slde of the valley.
There would be no mortar or artillery on the rear positions as

ggmpany E was too close,

‘ “

Company G's 60 mm mortars went into position and fired
six rounds on the side of the hill to the north, Time was the
important element.

It 1s well to insert here that the rest of the battalion
was along HIGHFAI 7 and the highway was covered with vehlcles
and troops. Gorps artillery was being brought up. From this
position an 8 inch gun ecould fire on SEZZE which was alseo
reasched by the 8 inch guns at the ANZIO BEACHHEAD, (30) An
officer with the 8 inch gun watched @ Company's 69'3 fire and
ixmediately deolded that that would be a poor plece for his
gun,  (31) |

Company G was reéﬁy to asseult the position in less than
30 mimntes, The company commander hed put hls support platoen.
in position to fire toward S. BIAGIO and to the north., He was
worried about the western side of the Valley and wanted to send
a platﬁan up to S. BIAGIO, The Battalion 8-3 agreed but the
Battalion Commander decided there was not onough time. The
next day the 85th Division had to cormit en entire Battelion
to take the hill, | | |

Béth'eompaniea moved out in the sgssult and were on tep

ef the enemy dugouts before the Germans were aware of what was

T86) 4%, p. 65
(31) Statement of G Company's Weapons Platoon Leader on 21
May 1944.
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located a position.

happening., This action hed drawn lots of observers as 1t was

close to the main highwsy snd the enemy was supposed to have
been routed.

Just ss E Gompeny hsd galned some dlstance up the mountalin

end was sble to fire down at the enemy, the 350th Infantry
Regimental Commander came riding up on a light tank from HIGH-
WAY 7.

hed the tank fire on ithem.

He pointed out some enemﬁ machine gun positions and
The resulta were ex¢ellesnt and this
assisted E Company = great deal. Then the Regimental and Bat-

talion Commsnders jolned the assamlt troops as they moved

' through the enemy paaitioné._

There was no control after the hill was rescked, Also no

set objective for any one group. Bub the asssult ~groups kept
mnving, breaking up into little groups as they derinitelr
The tw¢ company caﬂmandara and the Rngi-

mental snd Battallion Oommnndsra_géraetad ‘traffic and soon there

A | —
were f£ights going on in 10 or 12 plgnas'at one time., There was
no mortar or artillery in the right.by éither silde. The enemy
used machine guns, rifles and automatic pistols,

The 2nd Bat-~.
tslion used hand grenades, rifles and BARs. |

It was an intense fire‘fight,'but At was over in snother
‘The Regimenpal Commender ordered the battellon to

b

hold what it had as hquust found uut that this valley belcnsad

45 minutes.
te the 85th Divisien. Oompany E was ordered to organize the
poaition and they set up in just sbout the seme poslitions as
(See Msp D)

8oven were offlcera

the Germens hsd held but higher up the hill.

The battalion suffered 43 casmaltles.
including the Battalion Artillery Lialson Officer, who was
killed. =

12



One of the members of the 88th Division General Staff came
up snd counted the prisoners. He told the 24 Battesllon Com-
mander that there was 110 of them. Compeny E later reported
that they counted 40 desd on the position. (32)

At sbout 1500 hours the 2d Battalion was ordered to re-
turn te the vicihity of FONDI to constitute the division ro-
serve, Compeny E Jolned the battalion at 2100 hours. That
night the battalion served hot chow and got a good nights rest,

FIRST DAY ON THE TRATL ﬂaﬂa) -\j)

At 0900 hours, 22 Hay the 2d Battalion was relieved as

Division Reserve and told to join the regiment. They were
informed that 1t was nearly to ROCCASECCA. |

| The 350th hed set up a rear command post at S, MAGNO,
The Regimental Commanding Officer had rejoined the last and 34
Battalions and was leading them to ROCCASECCA.

After a hot breakfast the battalion moved northwest along
the road from FONDI to 3., MAGNQO, As the head of the column
reached the resr commend post in 3. MAGKO an artillery barrage
came in from the northwéat. The Regimental Adjutent who had
come cut to meet the batﬁalion was killed and several of the
battalion were wounded,

The mission of the 24 Battalion was obvicus. Join the
cther battalions but clean up those who were firing on the
- regimental rear commsnd post, |

The battalion moved into the mountalns, following the
treil of the other battsllions, |

As the battslion moved out it 1s necessary to leook at
the situation. The other two battalions were ssveral miles
ahead and the enemy had closed in on the trall.,

182} ?brsonéi'&noﬁiedge
13



The objective was still 20,000 yards to the northwest
with only mmle tralls through the mountains, Regiment hed
not lald wire nor had they marked the trail that they uaed,

The Battalion Commander decided to teke a supply traln
" in the battalion column. (Qn the previous dsy the pack train

: S
was to be brought up after the objectlve was secured. Y

The battalion started with 40 mules, Their load con-
slsted of two days ¢ and K rations, water, an amﬁlo supply of
batteries for the SCR 300 and 536 radios, rifle, machine gun
and mortar smmunition, and forage for the mulea. These
Italien mule skinners and mules had been working with the bat-
talion sinee April,

Riflemen had two hend grenades snd two bendoliers of
ammunition besides their rifle belts. All light machine. guns
and two 81 mm mortars were hand carried, and every available
wegpons man hed emmunitlion. |

No packs were carried but the individual had a fleld
jacket, raincoat, extra pair of socke and one days K ration.
It was SOP for each individual to have halizone tablets, oil,
and patches for hlis weapon. '

As the column moved out Compsny O was leading, followed
by Companies E snd F. The leading platoon moved out 100 yards
in front of the remainder of the company. But there was no
interval between any of the other platoons or companiea. The
trail went around the east side of M. CASBARECCIO, and 50 the
east of M, LATIGLIA. 4 squad from @ Compsny wes sent to the
crest of M. LATIGIIA snd as 1t neared the crest it was fired

on from the crest of the hill. (See Map C)

14
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/*" that were plcked up but the battallon questioning eoculd not

G Company Commander and tﬁa Battalion 38-3 were with the
lsgﬁing platoon end this platoon was north of the crest when
the firing commenced, The Company Commander guickly sﬁartad
the lead platoon to the top of the hill over the difficult
terrain. Among the meny hmge rocks they had excellent cover.
When he reached his squad near the top, the firing had stopped.
He found out that there had been only two or three Germans end

- the squad couldn't place them. He moved bis plateoon up to the

erest and amleng the erest to the western slope.

Then they saw a group of Germans running gjay from them
and down the mountain less than 200 yards away. Most of the
platoon opened flre and the enemy took cover smong the rocks,
The Compsny Commander yelled down for them to surrender, and |
21 of the enemy stood up and surrendered. Csptaln Roeder
conld spesk Pennsylvanise Dutch, |

N This was the artillery observatlion party snd some strays
get them to disclose the positlion of thelr artillery.

The battalion started moving again and resched M. CALVO
by night fall, \

i The Reglmental Executive Officer h#d followed the bat-
Igtélion up and stated that the other battalions were moving
j without opposition snd thet the 2d Battalion should push on
;

them. He suggested that we continue the mareh dur-

-__,_h.’
ing the night. The battelion for the most part which was

and joln: .

stretched out along the trail was ordered to 1ts feet and the

mereh was continued.
The march contimmed until the Regimental Executive Of-

AN

2 i
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flcer went back to the rear command post, Then security was

gﬂk’(ﬁ put out and the battallon slept and rested the remalnder of
the night, (33)

23D --- THE SECOND DAY

M, CALVO was in the shape of g wide V. To the west it
extended for sbout 3000 yards to M. MARINO and {0 the morth-
east the rldge line held up to M. PIZZUTO, sbout 3500 yards
away. ({(See Msp C) ' |

The Battalion's route led along the ridge toward M.
NAﬁIHO. | _

At first light of day on 253 Ha§? Company F led the bat-
talion along the trail to the west toward M. NARISO. Company
G was next and tﬁen Company E,.

After the column had been moving about 20 minutes, Cem-
pany_F was hit by a force from the northeast. It was no ame
bush, but rather a meeting engagement. The enemy was moving
glong the falrly good terrain from the northeast.

The Battalibn Conmender and 8-3 were with F Company Com~
mander and it looked as if the enemy had a strength of about
20 riflemen with two machine guns, |

Parts of two platoons of Company F opened fire, and as
they faced to the right they were in good positions to held
the trail, Firing was moderate and F Compeny had five or six
casualties, Company F was on higher ground and could move |
around s little, but they couldn't move to either flank, Thelr
entire company was along the trall and the enemy could obaervi
600 to 700 yards of it. (8es Map E}

1335] Statement of Corbett Willlsmson, then 24 Battallon Com-
mander, 350th Infantry, on 31 Oct 1949. .

16



The Battalion Gommendling Offlcer told F Company Commander
that one of the other companies would move in from the flank
and when that unit sterted firing, that F Company should move
forward, Meanwhile keep up firing moderately.

E Company Commander was contacted by SCR 300 radio and
told to get ready. The Battalion Commending Officer went back
throﬁgh the column to a good covered position that would lead
to the enemy's flank. He then belleved that a platoon would
be a8 large a group.that'coulﬁ be ccﬁtroiled over this ter-
rain., |

The Platoon Leader was briefed, showed the enemy llne and
toid to move out. This Lieutenant had joined the company two
deys previously in FONDI, He moved his pletoon out in good
style and went around e hill toward the enemy's rear, After
briefing the Lieutenant the Battalion Commander went back up
to Company F. He left the Battalion 8-3 with E Company.
Nothing happened for about thirty mimmtes except a little firw
ing in F Gompany's erea. B Company Commender trled to call the
Lieutenant on the SCR 536 radio. After the platoon had been
gone sbout 40 minutes the Platoon Sergeant of the flankiﬂg
platoon came rushing back to the trall from the direction the
platoon had gone. He sald the platoon was captured. He sald
they had gone too far and also that he had not seen bnﬁ about
ten Germans. He sald s German told them in English they were
surrounded énﬂ that the Platcon Leader took a white handker-
chief out and told all the men to glve up. _

E Company Commander immediately started getting the re-
mainder of his company together. TherBattalion 8.3 notlfied

17



the Battalion Commender of the situatlon over the radio and
agsked if E Company could go afﬁer that platoon. The Bettallion
Commander feplied, Okay, move out, and that he was moving F
Company out toc and for G Compeny to cover the trall,

By this time every man in the battalion knew the situa-
tion. All of E Gompang took off with the Company Commander and
the Platoon Sergeant from the captured platoon leading,

The enemy had started to the northeast wlth its prize. As
E Company Commender got wlthin 150-200 yards of them every man
in the compsny started shoutlng and shoeting., The Germans
started'firing but then left the captured platoon and started
ranning,

In the meantime Company F succeeded in OVer:unning the
Germans thet were left as a covering force and was driving
along the crest of the ridge toward Company E. The enemy stari-
ed surrendering and some of them gave up thaﬁ could have gotten
away.

' E Company Commander had given the order to run all the
Gormans down but the Battalion Commanding Officer came up with
Compeny F Commander and ordered Company E to get back onm the
trail. _
 The unfortunate platoon leader was thoroughly oriented
by his Compsny and Battalion Sommenders. &0 prisoners were
captured, mostly by F Company snd they were used to carry
wounded men back to the rear, Thirty of the enemy were killed
and Compenles E snd F had twenty-one casualties.

The battalion moved out agaln snd crossed the north slde

of M. ﬁARIHO. The trail that Regiment hed taken was hard te
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follow. There were no markings and many tralls look alike.

Rogiment had set up a radlo relay statlon of four men
on‘n. MARINO and this station had gone off the alr earlier
in the morning. Their last words uera that they were surrounﬁ-
ed. F Company found three of the teams bodies but the radio |
snd the other man were misaing.

Regimental rear sent the battalion a message that Ilve
companies of Germans were moving to M. MARIKC from the south
west and alsc that the 24 Battalion had the mission of pro-
tecting the regimental supply route as well as pushing to
ROCCASECCA. 4&lso that the.Battalion was golng too slow,

- Although not the highest feature around, M. ¥ARINO was
the most important in this area. Especlally with five com-
panlies of Germans moving toward it.

Company ¥ was ordered to go lnto pasitions on M, MARINO,

Regimental rear then radiced that the messeage rogarding
the five compsnles was incorrect, and that they were sending
up & 90 nule train for regiment,

The battalion left Company F on M. MARINO to proteect the
trall. They were instructed to put out patrols along the
trsil., The contact points were to be decided by the company.
The battalion then moved out along the trail toward M. SPORAGO.

(See Map C) The treil ran along the east slope of a long rildge
-that wont up to M. SPORAGO.

About mid-afternocn the 90 mule pack train from ths rear
started around M. MARINO and was umbushad. Company F 'as not
in position to prevent 1%, but quickly came to their sid., The

/‘1

mule trsin had not token the same trail'éé the battalion and
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hsd gone some 700 to 800 yards to the north of M. HARINC. The
battalion column could see thils actlon from across the valley
but were over 2000 yards from it. Machline guns were aet up
and fired ecross the valley without results.

Company F caﬁturad ten of the amhush'party and found that
they were from AMASENO snd had the mlssion of.dccupying | 18
MARINO. They sald that they had $thirty men in their company
and also they did not know the 2nd Battallon was om the treil.

The battalion was in good position to stay for the nlight.
The battalion mules were put in the middle of the battallon
ares and a perimster defense was set ‘upe |

A Lieutenent %ﬂaﬁ was bringing wp the smbushed traln was
given help in trying to salvage some of the supplies. The mule
skinners had run off during the ambush and only a few of them
could be found. The Germans had shot most of the mules, and
fow of the ratlons were found.

During the night a message was received from the regimsﬁtal
resr command post, relayed through Company F, directing the
battalion to contast the Bsth ﬁivision that was coming up on
the left. This was done over the SCR 300 rsdio and the Bat-
tellon Commander found that the 338th Infsntry had galned
SONNINO that dsy. (See Map C)

PHIRD DAY ON THE TRAIL

At damn on the 24th, with Gompany G leading the battalion
column moved over M., SPARAGO, The dally gmbush was hit by the
leading man in the column. This time the enemy's positlon was
well chosen snd in a saddle.




Captain Roeder, G Company Commender, lead e platoon up
over the top of a hill so that he could fire down on the
enemy. This was a slow way to attack the position but it was
felt that fewer casualties would be suffered.

It took G Company over gn hour to bregk through and cap-
ture 17 and klll two. G Company suffered five casunalties,
three of them litter cases, 4s the battalion had no more
stretchers with 1t, poles were cut, litters improvised, and
. the POW's were used to carry the wounded back the long trail
to the rear,

qupany'E was ordered to 1earé_one relnforced platoon on
M. SPARAGO, Thelr mission was to protect the trall and con-
tact Company F by patrols. A SCR 300 radio was left wlth them.

The battalion moved without further contact with the
enemy to M. ALTO. Another E Company platoon was left on
"MONTICEHIO, The battalion apent the night of the 24th on
M. ALTO.

THE FOURTH DAY

Barly on the moraning of the 25th the batialion moved out
toward ROCCASECCA., The last rifle platoon of E Compeny, a
sectlon ﬁf mechine guns and E Company Headquarters were left
on M, ALT0, They alsc were given the mission of protecting

the trail.
The trall was down hill to the town and the battalion
AY .

column was mmch shorter., It moved rapidlj snd soon contasted

eloments of the 3d Battaslion which garrisoned the high ground
overlooking ROCCASECCA. |




The Battallion Guﬁmander and S-3 reported to the Regimental
Commeander and he asked them why they let a few snipers held
them up. |

Summary of this sction: The 24 Battelion, 350th Infaniry
falled to make thp trip with the rest of the regiment because
of 1t$ first day's sction, But the enaﬁy had expected the
mein attack to move through this position. (34) While the
2& Battelion was hitting this enemy strong point the rest of
the regiment was able to move to the objective, |

When Battalion Eeadquarters end Company & finally reanhgd
ROCCASECCA snd the word was sent back along the treil to Com-
psnies B and F, the entire battalion felt that it had done a
good job,

The battalion had 19 killed and 69 caauélties -= 7 of
them officers. They had capbtured 168 Germans and actually
counted 72 killed,

" The 2d Bettslion was accused of being held up by snipers
but 1t was generslly considered a good Job after the facts
were known, . |

The battslion had moved with both flanks open, no ertil-
lery support and daily contact with the enemy.

ewgrded the Congressionsl Medal of Homor for other ac-

e ———

6b[ G Company Commender and a Company F Platoon Sergesnt were
later
fﬁfﬂ

tians.
Five months later this battalion held M. BATTAGLIA {not

shown on Map) for several days against diffiecult odds, For
which amction it received the Distinguished Unit Cltation.

1 [24) Tersonal knowledge; —POW, 21 Hey 1944
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

~d. ACTIONS OF THE REGIMENRTAL AND BATTALION COMMANDERS

Whenever contact was gained with the enemy the Battallonm
it
Gommender moved to the scene to G:ﬁéwan estimate of the situa-

-tion, A& soon as he committed his companies, he asalsted the

front line leaders in controlling their units.

The Regimental Commender with the light tenk was #
gggg;mgniag factor in the fight on 21 May. Since three of B
Companiles plafoon leaders were wounded, the Regimentsl and
Battalion Commanders greatly asasisted E Company Commander in

1eading his company through the assault,

2. PLATOOR LEADERS MUST LEAD

As evidenced by the fact that six platoon 1eader§ wore
wounded on 21 May, the platoon leaders had a difficult job in
moving their units, E end G Company Commenders always took
the leasd. Also thelr platoon leaders moved out in front of
thelr ﬁlatuons. 'This was probably not unique to this orgsniza-
tion but in the mountains, the men could conveniently find
cover and this made the job of the platoon lesder much harder.
Onceo the men started moving and firing, the leaders job was

mostly control,

3. COMMITTMENT OF SUPPCRT AND RESERVES

On esch encounter with the enemy, support platoons or
reserves had to be used. The gquicker these units went lnto

action, the better the results. On the 2lst the.enamy was not

' get for both Company G from the west and Company E from the
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south., Although there was no fire fight, Company & Com-
mander would not have captured the observation group on the
224 unless he had not moved a platoon immedlately, On M, CALVO
there was some delay in commltting a reserve. Then when 1t

was used 1t was too small. Only through the aggressiveness

of E Company Commander was the platoon assved and the fight

won, On M. SPARAGO, G Compeny Commeander personsally led his

flanking force and mopped up the resistance.
4, SUPPLY

The Battalicn Commsnder 4ld not want to put a mmle train
in the column but was afreid that he toe would get cut off
from the rear, The uncertailnty of the situation made it im-
perative that the battalion be able to operate without resupply

for at least 48 hours.

5. MARKING OF TRAILS

Had the 2d Battalion clearly marked the trail, the am-
bush of the pack train might have been avolded. Regiment was
supposed to mark the route they used but failed to do so,

Many of the tralls looked alike and some of them fail to show
or were lncorrect on the maps. The battallon dld not have any

white tepe and no other mesns was improvised.
6. TERRALN EVALUATION

The battslion cormitted a grave error in neglecting to
secure the high ground before they tried to pass through S.
BATIGIO VALLEY, Even though there was no contasct with the
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enemy, the battalicn should have made certain that the enemy
had not set up en embush. This should be done without hold-
ing up tha_battalion'column. Company F falled to secure the
long approach from the northeast on M. CALVO before the bat-
tallon moved across the mountain.

As it was Imprecticable to oovér the crests of all the
mountains, the battalion checked only those éver,which it

passed,
7. GOMMUNICATIONS

The SCR SQO radios operated very effectlvely. They had
to be moved around gulte often for better reception, Due to
thelr weight, operators would take turns in carrying them., If
the battalion had not brought a sufficilent supply of batteéias
they would have been without ® mmmunication., The SCR 536 redios
were not used very much. The platoons relied on:ﬁessengers

during most of the operation.

8, OUT-GUESSIRG THE ENEMY

The 2nd‘Battalion walked.into a well plsmned position on
the 21st of May. On M. CALVO the leading company was eurght
in a bad position, On the 23rd the smbush was located h'p the
leading men in the column as the Battalion formed on the
trail, There was practically no wsy to dlsclose the enagy'a
position other than walking into it.

LESSONS
1. The presence of the Reglmental or Battalion Com-
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mander In the thick of a fight will greatly‘inspirs troops
and &ssist the front line leader in closing with the enemy.

2. In mountaln fighting, wﬁere thsre is ample cover,
company commenders and platoon leaders must ﬁhyaically.lead
to the objectives.

5, V¥When moving in s column through the mountalns, speed
is of the utmoaf importance when committing support end re-
serves,

4, In order to keep moving and be effective in the moun-
tains, supply problems mumat be antieipétad snd sqggiigg_&a:

5. When operating over mounfain tralls, estebllished
communleation and supply routes must be plalnly marked,

6, In clearing routes over mountain terraln, specisl
attention mmst be given to approaches that the ensmy CHn use .
to attack the trail as well as to commerding high ground,

7. In attacking over extended distances and rough ter-
rain, radio mst be relied upon as primary communicatlons,

8, Although i1t was poor practise to disclose an embush
by hitting it head on, there was practically no other method
in this type operatlon.
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