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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 187 BATTALION, 473RD
INFANTRY REGIMENT (SEPARATE) IN. THE ATTACK

UP THE ITALIAN COAST, 8-15 APRIL, 1945

(PO VALLEY CAMPAIGH)
(Personal Experiencs of a Heavy Weapons
, Company Executive Offlcer) :
ORIENTATION
INTRODUGTION ” : | |

Ehiﬁ'monograph coversa the ope:ations of the lst Battalicen,
475rd'inf;ntry Regiment (separate) in the attack up the ITALIAN
COAST, 8-15 April 1945 during the PO VALLEY CAMPAIGE.

The ITALIAN PERINSULA was succesafully invaded on 3
September 1943 by the British Eighth Army and on 9 September
by the US Pifth Army. (1) _

Many months of biltter fighting follawad the invaslen. A
powerful Allied Offensive, beginning in May 1244 resulted in
the breaching of the German GUSTAV LIBE, junctlion of thé Fifth
Army main body with troops on ARZiO the fall of ROME, and
finally, the cracking of the vaunted GOTHIC LINE in Beptambsr
and Dctober. At this time, within a feow miles of the PO VALLEY,
the advance bogged down for the winter, (2) |

The 473rd US Infantry was rormed 13 January 1945 from the
troopa of 4 separate Antiaireraft Artillery Battalions. Training
aa Inraptry was begun immesdiately at MONTECATINI, ITALY, with
combat experienced affieers and men of several veteran Fifth
Army diviaians as Instructors. Ths tralning was scheduled to
last wntil March, but was ended after 31 days so the regiment

¢ould be utilized to reinforce the Winter Line. On 23 February

(1) aA-1, p. 30-31
(2) a-1, p. 79, 80, 81; A-3, p. 1
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the 473rd Infentry was attached to the 92nd Division {colored)
and assigned a portion of the division's line in the SERCHIO
VALLEY. (3) | | "

Winter months of 1944 - 1945 were spent by the 15th Army
group in improving defenses and preparing for the spring offen-
sive, Rarly April, 1945 found the troops in approximately the
same positions fthey had occupisd sinece ths attﬁck came to a
halt in October, 1944, (4)

THE GENERAL SITUATION "

On 1 April 1945 the defensive line of the 15th Army group
ren from & polnt about 5 miles south of MASSA, on the LIGURIAN
COAST, generally northeast, to the southern tip of LAKE CGHAGCHIO
on the ADRIATIC SEA. (See Mep A) Only a few miles of moun-
tainous terrain lay between Fifth Army and the level plains of
thsrPO VALLEY where armor énd maneuver could be employed te a
great'ad#éﬁtage. (5)

The enémy fordes, composed of 23 divisions were disposed
generally parallel and to the north of this line. Thelr
dlvisions were uﬁderstrength, whereas the AlliggHQEf}sions were
overatrength. Also, they were far inferlor in armor and sir to
the Allies. However,, the enﬁmy‘had also takén advantage of
the insctive winter months to improve his positions, and now
had strong defenses built up. (6)

15th Army group set ¢ April as D Pay, (7) Fifth Army, on
the left, was to make the maln effort. The plan for the

A-S, Pe 1=2
A_sg P- 1
A-1l, p. 88
A.""l, p. 89
A.-E, Pe 38
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offenaive divided the oparation 1nt? three phases. Fhase I
would be the breaching of the §§%§§éﬁ9 RIVER defensss and attack
on BASTIA and BUDRIA by the Eighth Army, in conjunction with
the Fifth Army attack to eapture or isolate BOLOGNA. In Phase
TI tha enemy forcea south of the PO RIVER were to be enclreled
and destroyed bj selther or both armies., Phase IIT was to be
the crossing of the PO and the capture of VERONA. (8)

Fifth Army planned to attack with both corpa abréast.
The main effort was to be initially astrlde Highway 64, with a
secondary attack slong Highway 65. Before reaching BOLOGKA,
the bulk of the troops would be concentrated to the west of
Highway 64. (9)

The 92nd Division (colored) reinforeed by the 442nd
Neisi Combat Team and the 473rd Infantry held positions on the
extreme left flank of Firth Army. fhe line ran from the flat
LIGURIAN Coastal area south of MASSA to the left boundary of
IV CORPS, 6 miles east of the SERCHIO RIVER, a total distance
of about 22 alr miles. -(See Map A) (10)

Eneny forces opposling the division 7ere the Gq;ggﬁigggph

Grenadler Division and the Fasclst Italla Division. The

reserve was belleved to conslat of ebout 4 battalions of Infantry,
all of which could be employed in the coastal sector within 12
hours. Other reinforcements could coms from the S0th Panzer
Grenadier Division. For supporﬁ, the enemy had an estimated 69

artillery pleces, with an added 15 self-propelled guns in

reserve. (1ll)

(B) 1-5’ P- 9
(10) A-3, p. 36
(11) A-3, p. 37



The terrain in front of the 92nd Divislon was extremely
difficult. On the left wés a 3 mlle wide stretech of level
coastal plains, whafe the last of the German Gothile Line defenses
were stlll entrenched., Immediately adjoining the ccastal
plains to the east was a streteh of hills and low mountain
that could be traversed, although with difficulty. Extending
across the remainder of the 92nd front to the SERCHIO RIVER was
& range of almost impassable mountaln peaks called the APUAN
ALPS. (12) _

The 92nd Division was ordered by Fifth Army to make a
-diveréiopary attack up the coast on D-4 or 5 April. It was
hoped that this action would draw some of the reserves teo this
sector'from the main front, and at the least, keep the forces
facing the division engaged while the main‘effort was launched
inte the PO VALLEY, (13)

| Because of'the strong defenéas on the coastel flats and
the impossibility of maneuvering in the APUAN ALPS, the division
planned to attack initially up the stretch of hills and low
mountains ovarlﬁeking the pPlains. (See Map B) The 442nd Combat
Team on the right was to advence in the mountains with the
miésion of seizing MOUNRT BRUGIANA, while the 370th Infantry,
orgenic to the division, would move up the hill mass along
Highway 1 to capture MASSA. {(14) The 2nd Battalion 473rd
Infantry was to iniltlally be the division reserve,

(12) A."s, Pe 36
(14) 4-3, p. 37
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At 0500 hours 5 Apfil the attack was launched as planned,
following a series of air attacks on enemy poslitions and gun
emplacements on BIANCA fOIHT near LA SPEZIA. The 442nd Combat
Team advenced steadily against strong oppoaition. However, the
370£h Iﬁfantry, after advanclng nearly two milss up.Highray 1

was pushed back to the line of departurs by a counterattack and

mortar fire. Attacks scheduled for 6 April were not made due teo

enemy Interception of attack orders and excessive stragglsrs
in the regiment, (15) |

The 2nd Battalion 473rd Infentwy was committed on the
morning of 7 kpril gnd the lst Battallon was ordared'to move
from the SERCHIO VALLEY to the coastal sector on the same daya
| This move was gceamplishad during the night of 7-8 Lprii and
the battallon had closed in an assembly area‘southeast'or
QUERCETA before noon on 8 April. (18)
DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE 473RD INFANTRY

On the morning of B April, the disposition of the 3

- battellons of the reglment were such as to make & coordinated
effort by the regliment as s whole lmpossible. Although the
zones of responsibility of the 473rd Infantrf and the 370th
Infantry were exchanged on that date, the Srd Battaliom 473rd
ipfantry remained in the SERCHIO VALLEY, as Fifth Army still
considered this area a serious threat. This left the regimeﬁt
with only the lst and 2nd Battalions to be employed inm the
advances up the coast. The 2nd Battalion, already engaged with

tha enemy, had'gainad appreximately 2000 yards aleng the hill

(15) A-2, pe. 395
(16) Personal knowledge
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masa bj 8 April, bypassing STRETTCIA and wa3 now occupying
positions on the hill mesz north of the town. {17)

The 473rd Infantry planned to continue the attack along
Highway 1 with the 2nd Battalion and commlt the lst Baﬁtalion
to the attack on divigion ordef. Subsegqnent actlon lndicates
that the regimental plan was to have the lst Battalion advance
astride Highway 1, to the left of the 2nd RBattallion with the
misslion of protecting the division left flank and clearing that
portion of MASSA left of Highway 1.

THE BATTALION SITUATION (18)

‘ ._ The 1ét Battalion was about to sngage In 1ts firat
offensive combat ef any magnitude as Infantry.' Prior to this
time, as the 434th Antiaircraft Battelion, the unit had
operated as provisional Infantry for approximatelyrsix months,
but with no preliminary training. During this periocd, most
of the action conailsted of the pursﬁit of a retreating enemy
and holding defensive pesliticns.

After being incorporated Into the 473rd Infantry, the
Battalion did receive 31 days tralning in Infantry tactiés, as
was previcusly mentioned, but this training was inadequats.
The experlence gained in the SERCHIO VALLEY during the defense
there was of some value to the uhit, but falled to teach many
things that should have been known during the operations that
were to follow., Very little training in Tank-Infantry tactics
was received at any time. The men were completely unfamiliar

with what was expected of them in situstions where this type ef.

coordination was necessary.

El?} A-3, p. 40
18) Personal knowledge
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On 8 April the Battalien was at full strength or possibly a
1ittle overstrength and éompletely equipped for oombat, The
armesment included three 4.2-mm mqrtars with which the mortar
crowd were thoroughly trained in firing. There was ﬁo serious
shortage of any eritical supplies.

The lst Battallion had operated on the LIGURIAN COA3T as
provisional Ihfantry in October 1944, The battalion was familiar
wlth the zone of the present attack, hewever, only to auch.an
extent as observation of thse area had permitted. Ho patrols bad
been able to reconnolter far past QUERCﬁaA durling thls period.

The terraln over which the battalion was to attack varied
in ﬁature frem flat coastal plains to low hill masses. The
coaatal plains were cut by several small rivers and canalg and
numerous secondary roads. Highway 1 ren along the left flank
peralleled by a main rail line. The hill masses ranged from
approximately 200 to 6@0 feet in height.,

The enemy's mailn defenses were om the level plains.
Strongly fortified positions consisting of machine gun emplé&e—
ments, tank end self-propelled guns, supported by planned
artillery and mortar concentrations had been constructed aleng
the waterways and some of the lateral roads. In addition, there
were a number.of tank ditches and mine fields, both antitank
end antipersconnsl,

The range of hills overlooked the plains. Enemy observation
and flelds of fire were excellent from their positions om the
crestas and forward slopes. Olive groves dotted most of these
reatures,land each row of trees was terracéd. These terraces

and the steep inclines mede movement up the slopes difficult,

£3



In addition to gliving the enemy ideal.lo;ations for preparing
good dugout positions. Any advanée up these hills was made more
alfficult through the amploymenp of antipersonnel mines and
barbed wire entanglemgnts which were used in scme instances.

The enemy defensive positions were echeloned in depth
throughout the.sector in such a manner as to allow him to pull
back to prepare emplacements if the preassure to the front became
too great. These emplacements gansisted of dugoats, trenches,
concréte'bnnkarsland concrete plllboxes,

Enemy forces defending the sector were the 28lst and 2856th
Regiments of the 148th Grenadisr Divisicn. Guarding the coastal
- flata was the 1048th Reeconnaissance Battalidn. The enemy
strength was not accurately known. (19) |

The weather along ths LIGURIAN COAST was favorable for the.
coming operation. Spring was Just beginning and most of the
April days were reasonebly warm, At night the temperaturs
dropped, but not enough to cause more difficulty than extreme
diseomfort if one wore insufficlent ¢lothing or had ro
blankets. (20) ' |

During the morning of 8 April elements of the 442nd
Combat Team had mede an unopposed entry into MONTIGNOSA and
moved north past the town. (21)

The 1st Battalion was hﬁrdly settled in the asgsembly area
near QUERCEDA when ordered by regiment to move to MONTIGHOSA
and constitute the 92nd Division reserve. This move was
accomplished and the dombanies disposed in defensive positions
(19) A-3, p. 14

(20) Personal knowledge
(21) &-7, p. 85
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in the tomn by 2200 hours, Hopes were high that needed rest
would be had here before the unit was committed to the attack.,
(22)

 In less than an hour, however, orders were raceivednrrqm‘
- the Regimental Commander for the battalion to ettack toward
MASEA at 2400 hours.

As little time was avallable, reconnalssance of zone of
attack was not made. Some knowledge of terraln ahead h@d been
gained by cbservation as was ﬁentianed before, but the exsct
locatioh of ensmy defenses was unknown. However, since the 2nd
Battalion, 473rd Infantry, was in contact with a portion of
these defenses only a few hundred yards shead, contact was
assumed to be eminent any time after leaving the line of
daparture.

THE BATTALION FLAN OF ATTACK (See Map D) (23)

'Léterfaction indicﬁtes”tha'lgt Battalionuplan of attack.
The line of departure would be the road between MONTIGNOSA and
Highway l, € bcmpany was to cross Highway 1, turn northwest and
advance on the left between Highway 1 and the railroad. B Compeny
would advance to the right of Highwey 1 while A Company would
follow along Highway 1 as the battallon ressrve, The D Compsny
machine gun platoons would be attached one each to B and C
Company and the mortars would initlally support the attack ffam
posltions 1n HDNTiGNOS&. Ho mortar or artlillery preparatien
would be ealled for, mo tanks would lmmediately be in support,

(22) Personal kmowledge; A4-9
(23) Personal knowledge; A-9

11

£5



nor would D Company mortar observeré go with the rifle
companles. ‘

Communicatlion between the companies and the battallon was
to be meintained by 3CR 300, SCR 536 radiosz and measengers.
Wire contact would be kept only between the battallon and the
regiment, _

Strong support by artillery could he expected as the 92nd
- Dlvislon Artlllery was reinforced by several non-organic units
including a company of 4.2 mortars. Adeguate armor support was
also available, (24)

FINAL PREPARATIONS (25)°

The final preperations for the attack took little time.
Extra'ammnnition had besen lssued to the men prier to the
departure frﬁm QUERCEDA and ome day's ratlons after the -
battalion arrived in MONTIGHOBA. |

Blanket rolls woere dumped by platoons where they could
be 1caded on vehicles and brought up later, Then the battalien
formed on the road. Here last minute checks were made to see
that all men were fully equlpped and that no noisy articles
were belng carried as the advance was to be as qulet as possible.

The battallon Qeparted from MONTIGNOSA at approximately
2030 hours and moved out along the road that was the line of

departure,

(24) A-3, p. 38
(25) Perscnel lmowledge; A-9
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NARRATION

THE ATTACK ON MASSA (26)
{8ee_Map D) _

At 2400 hours 8 April 1945 the 1st Battalion left the line

of' departure and started the advance toward MA3SSA. ¢ Company,
moving up about 300 yards to the left of Highway 1, encountered
some difficulty in crossing ditehes aleng the trails and segondary
road nets, 88 well as some canal beds whieh ran fhrough the
remnants of olive groves.

The battalior had advanced apprbximately 1000 yards when
both forward compenies encountered a wide minefield with both
antitank and antipgraonnel mines. Tﬁo mer of B Company were
injured when an antipergonnel mine was detonated. The advance
was halted while a route throﬁgh the minefleld was hunted. This
could not be found in the dark, and as nene of the rersonnel
had any experience in handling mines, both companies were ordered
 to move up Highway 1 until the field was passed. 7

Eith_CHCQmpany leading, the battalien advanced carefully
along Highway 1, As 1t was very dark by this time,_visian was
praatiéally nil, Because of this, tﬁs battalion commander now
decided to have the campanieﬁ remain on the road and coﬁtinue
the advance in the present formestion, _

At approximately 0400 hours 9 April 1945 ¢ Company reached
a road fork near a smmll blown-out bridge and only a'short
distance from ths outskirts of MASSA. Here the two forward
companles were ordered tQ halt and dig in. ¢ Compeny ﬁoved to

the left of the highway while B Company took positioms to the
(26) Personal kmowledge; A-9
13
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right, In moving off the road several more men from both companies
were injured by antipersonnel mines sown around the blown-out
bridge.

The men weie sorratigued after two slmost sleepless nights
that many just fell in thes ditches salong the highway and went
to sleep. |

Just at dawn B and C Companles recelved a terrific artillery
shelling. The regimental commander, who was In the battalion
aresa, ordered C Company tc move away fromrthe highway toward
which the fire was thought to be dirsected. In moving to the
left thrbugh_an clive grove, C Company had several men hit by
shell fragmenta. C Company again éug in on the left about 400
yards from Highway 1. ‘

Early in the morning of 9 April 1945 the battalion command
post and ald station were established in TURANO, and the mortars
of D Company were emplaced in a dry cenal bed Jjust southeast
of the town. For an unknown reason, other then the lack of
. experlence in employing the weapons, one platoon of the D
Companj heavy machine guns was also in TURANO, The guns were
not emplaced and the men were resting in.buildings. No mortar
fire was called for by the forward rifle companies and no
observation posts were established. (27)

The lst Battalion remained in their positions during the
morning, still recelving hesavy artiliery and mortar fire, On
the left two small task forcesa, composed of elements of the

760th Tenk Battalion snd the 894th Tank Destroyer Battalien,
(27) Personal knowledgs
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moved up to position south of the FRIGIDO RIVER near the coast,.
(28) Om thé right, the 2nd Battallon 473rd Infantry was advane-
ing'against'moderata enamy;raaistance up the hill masses, but
had falled to reach positions on line with the lat Battallon as
yeot, This permitted heavy fire from the enemy held ROCCA HILL,
almost directly east of the 1lst Battallon, to be placed on any
rorcé§ attempting tc move into MASSA along or to the right of
Highway 1. | 7

- In the early afternoon of 9 April 1945 C Company supported
by a ﬁlatoon of tanks reinforced by tank destréyera, attempted
to entaf HMASSA. The men of C Company begsn the asdvanece riding
- and followlng the tanks. Thé attack penetrated through the out-
skirts and was soon rear the center of that part of the town'to
the QZ;E% of Highway l. At this time, intense artlllery and
sniper fire caused the riflemen of C Company to leave the tanks
and seek cover. Shortly aftarwﬁrd, one of the tank destroyers
that had moved shead when the C Company men dispersed, was
knoeked out by an enemy rocket launcher'round. The other tanks
and tenk destroyers began to pull back to the outskirts of MASSA
and C Company moved back with them. The company dontinued back
to the hoaitions from which the attack had begun. (29)

The heavy artillery fire continued throughout the rest of - |

the afternoon and on into the night., Several more men became
cagualties inecluding thréa.Italian rartisans kille d while acting

g3 1Litter bearers;

(28) A-8, p. 9-10
(29) A-8, p. 10; A-9; Personal knowledge
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.During the night, the enemy pulled back ﬁo the north side
of the FRIGIDO RIVER leaving only small delaylng elements in
WASSA. Rasistanee had finally been broken by the advance of tna
2nd Battalion h73rd Infentry end the LL2pd4 Combat Team in the
bhills to the easat, (30)

Just after dawn on 10 April 1945 the lst Battelion again
attacked toward MASSA. B Company moved direstly up Highway 1,
‘and entered the town with no opposition other than the artillgry;
and morfar fire which 8till econtinued to horess the battallon,

¢ COEpﬁny, aﬂvnneingrtO'the left of Highway 1, eneountered
some snliper fire but no strbng resistance was met, Little time
wesd laSt in oleaning up these small nesta q? ;psist&hce and the
oaﬁpgny reachqﬂ the FRIGIDO RI?ER-ghortly after B canpany's
arrival, The.battalion was then ordered to attack aerosa”the
river, . |
CROSSING THE FRTGIDO RIVER (See Map D) {31) .

Soon after B and C Company entered MASSA, the regimental

command post and the lst Battalion command post were moved imto
the town, Hortarﬁ of D Company were émplaeed behind bnilaingi
near the river line to- support thé coming attaek, A Company
took positions cloae héhind the assault eompanies, ' _

In preparation for the attack the lst ﬁattallon shifted to
the left, placing all of B Company in the river loop aorthwest of
HLSEA and ¢ Company partially in the loop with tho left flank

extonﬂin; almost to the railroad, This move spread the hattalion'

over a wide frontage. 'The gap left between the lat Battalion and

the 204 Battalion was filled by the Regimental Combat Patrol Platoom,

(30) -A-"ss Pe 8
(31) Personal knowledge
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The plan of the lst Battalion was for B and ¢ Company to
male Separate crosaings sﬁpportod and accompanled by tanks. All
bridges across the river had been blown and both banks in the
battalion sector were high and steeply inclined, The river was
narrow here however, snd the water was shallow and fordable by
foot troops and vehicles in a number of Places. But before the
tenks could cross, a path would have to be cut in the banks by
englneers, |

B and C Company began immediate reconnalssance for suitable
croasing Sltes, asslsted by troops of A Gémpany, 517th Engincer
Battalion. This proved to be extremely difficult as sny attempt
to move forward and reconnoiter the river bank drew‘maéhine gun
fire and direct fire from self-propelled guns, locatsd in build-
ings end dug-in enemy positions across the river,and the enemy
artlllery and mortar fire seemed to never slew up. Friendly
tanks could not move into positions from which these enemy
weapons could be knocked out, and mortar and artillery fire did
. 11ttle apparent damage to thsm; particularly as much of the
fire by D Company mortars was unobserved. It became more evi-
dent all the time that the %ﬁgineers would have an extremely
hard time constructing a tank eroasing, (32)

Only one atteﬁpt to force & croésingulaé made by the 1lst
Battalion during the day. Lieutenant TProstle of B Company
thought 1t possible that at one g8ite, if he could get his
platoon over the bank and down in the rivar bed, it would be

below the line of enemy direet fire. This was tried aend a por-

tion of the platoon did get over the bank., However machine (ﬁd.a‘

(32) A-8, p. 8; Personal Imowledge
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fire was received and the platoeﬁ was :ereed to withdraw with‘.
one riflenan.killad and Lieutenant Prostle seriously wounded,

About dark B andic Company were ordered to prepare defen=
sive positions 6n the south side of the river.

To the right, the 2nd Battellion was more sueegssrul.
During the afternoon a platoon of tank destroyers brought
forﬁard te the high ground south of the river supﬁerted the
battalion by firing on enemy emplacements while a crossing was
made, All of the battallon was on the north side of the river.
shortly after dark. (33) |
| The lst Battalion waﬁ again ordered to attack across the
fivex on the morning‘éf 11 April 1945, As no.tank crogsing
had been constructed, the tanks of the 760th Tenk Battalion
would have to cross.iater. B.and C Company would egaln make the
attack while.A Company remained in reserve,

Supporting fire was requested by the battelion and heavy
artillery preparations weté laid dn the enemy positions as the
assault companles advanced taﬁard the river bank,

| C Company on the left with platoors abresst attempted
'crdssing at three separate altes, The exact time that elements
of the sompeny were.able to force théir way ovsr.the'river is |
unknown, but sometime in the late morning, ﬁhe platoon on the
right and most of the platoon on the left were successful im
orossing and establishing bridgehesds on the north bank of the
| river. The center platoon with which the company commander
had moved forward was unable‘ﬁo affect a orossing beéausa of

the intense machine gun and artillery fire by the enemy. (34)

A"B P- ‘I.O
A~ ; Statement of Sergeant Pratt, them Platoon Sergeant of

the Left Flatoon of C Compeny -

- 18

742



BEven before the platéon cn the left waa successful in
reaching the other side of the river, radlo contact was lost
betwean the platoqn end the raest of the company. All attempta‘
to contact the platoon by SCR 536 radlo, the only means of
compunlcatiens, were unasucecesgssful and neithsr ¢f the other
platoons coulﬁ effect physical contact because of strong enemy
realatance,.

The left platoon meanwhile was met by small arms and
machine gun fire from enemy positions near some buiidinga on
the ﬁorth slde of the river. Part of the platoon was sble to
reach the bulldinga end later in the day auceéeded in silencing
two machine guns. As the rest of the plateon attampted to
move rorward to the buildings, an enamy 11ght tank nppeared and
_npened fire with its machine guns on the men in the open area
between the river bank and the bulldings, killing the platoon
leader and 5 or 6 riflemen.

The tank then began riring'at the men in the buildings,
Iounding sevéral and foreing all to swrrender. The C Coempany
losses 1n this one action totalled approximataly 23 men killed
or captured. Numerocus attempts were made to éontact the rest of
the company by radio before’the surrender, ‘

B Company succeeded in érfectipg & successful crossing to
the left of the MASSA-CORRARA Highway bridge site at noon under
covariﬁg fire from the 2nd Baﬁtalian on the hlll mass northsaat
of the crossing site. (See Map D) (35)_ The leading eleﬁents
of the company had sdvanecad aboutfloo yérda rorth of the river

when the left flank was pinned down by machine gun fire and

(35) A-3, p. 40
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grenades. The machine gun was sllenced when Private William
Ralston climbed to the top floor of a émall bullding near the
position, killed the gunner and forced two other Germans to
surrender. This enabled B Compaeny to complete the crossing and
begin consolidation of defensive positions to hold the bridge—-
head. (38) |

When all of B Company had gotten‘ovér the river, A Company
followed using the sams crossing site and asswmmed positions to
the left of B Company. | .

Meanwhile € Company had been foreced back across ths river.
In the withdrawal one of the platcon lsaders and several rifie-
men were wounded by artillery fire. As enomy resistance at
this point was too strong and other attempts to eroas could not
be supported by A sand B Company bscause of the distance invelved,
the battalion cammﬁnder ordered C Company Po move to the right
end ecross over the same site used by the other companiss, This
order was carried out shortly after dark, and C Company was scon
in position to the left of A Company. The battalion defense
line was approximately 200 yards north of the river. (37)

At 2100 hours an ensmy tenk moved in close to the A and
B Company positions and opened fire with its machine guns .
However the tank fired for only a short time before retreating
and did 1little more damage than cause a few of the men to rush
back across the river in panic. (38) ' |

Morning of 12 April 1945 found the lst Battalion situation
greatly improvad, The 442nd Combat Team had enterad CARRARA on
the previous day, forcing the ememy in front of the 473rd

(37) A-9
(38) Personal kmowledge
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Infantry to withdraw during the night to positions north of
the CARRIONE RIVER. A task force composed of elements of the
758th Tank Battellion reinforced by E Company, 370th Infantry end
Cannon. Ccmpény, 473rd Infanfry was advanceing to the.l‘lef‘b of the
battaliaﬁ protecting the heretofore open left flanke. (39)
Uncier the ccmmand of Lieutenant Golenel Johrm J. Phelé.n, |
who assumed command that morning, the lat .Battalian advanced
to the town of EAZZANO, lying to the southwest of CARRARA,
during the day. j.a had been expected, no enemy opposition wag
encountered on the Waye
However, on reaching NAZZANO, the battalion was facéd by
strong enemy defenses. Just north of the town, across the
CARRIONE RIVER the hill masses were heavlly fortlfied by the
enemye. Directly in front of the lat Battallon were two of
f-hese 6bétacles. On the lef't was the small HILL 123 and to the
right was the larger HTLL 366 that was separated from the main
body of the hill mass by a slight saddle, The battalion was
glven the mission of e¢learing these featurss of enemy resistance,
The rest. of the day was spent in reconnasissance and in |
moving the rifle compenies over the CARRIONE RIVER to get in
posltion for the attack which was to jump off next norniﬁg.
HILL 366 was to be ths first objective.
IHE ATTACK ON HILL 366 (sée_ Mep E) (40)

The lst Battallioam planned to ittﬁck'with A and B Company
abraaét, B Company on the 1ef1_:. The line of departure would be
the north road from CARRARA to Highway l, C Company in reserve

(39) A~3, ps 41
(40) A-6, p. 11; Personal knowledge
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would follow thé advance end be prepared to attack through B
Company some time during the day, on battalion drdarf fps
battalion command group would initislly follow 1n the B'Cenpany
sector, as observatlon could be more easlly gained there., The |
combined battelion commend post and observation post 'as_lécated
on HILL 102, south of the CARRIONE RIVER where the whole zone of
_gcti&ﬁ;cou;d ba o?erlooked. The ald station was in NAZZAKO and
the D Company morfars wore em@laced at the base of HILL 102 em
the eaatern.side.'

Casualtieﬁ-rﬁceived by the battallion in teking MASSA and
crossing the FRIGIDO RIVER hed conslderably reduced the strength
of both B and'crcompan? and all men were fatigued after prolonged
rightingQ However, signs of 1ncreésing conflidence were belng
exhibited and the overall combat efflclency sesmed on the inclime
rather than decline, Thls could have been partially due to the
Prosence of an Infantry trained battasllion commander who had
expérience in attack tectics. (41) | J

A and B Company crossed the line of departure ahortly aftér-

‘dawn, 13 April 1945, following & heavy mortar snd srtillery
preparation. Only a short éistahce had been covered when ensmy
mortar and artillery rounds began to land on both companies,

- The companles continued through the fire snd began the advance
up the hill. Here great difficulty wes sncﬁuntered. The
conxbination or‘ensmy fire aﬁd the steep terraced slope alowed
the advance to & erawl., Each terrace was betweer 4 and 5 feet
high and almost verticals Men had a tendency under the rain of

fire to hug the base of a terrace and not exposs themselves by

(41) Personsl Imowledge
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climbing to the next. In addition, small arms fire was soon
belng directed toward thé cdmpgnies from farther up.tha 8lecpee
During the moralng, the battalion moved only a short distance |
up the hill. (42)

c Ccmpany; which was destined to play a major role in the
advence up the hill, was committed tc the attack through B
Compeny at noon, with the two remaining platoons abreast, the'
énd platoon on the rights The battellon commander called for
greater effort to be exerted in continuing the advance and also
increased the mortar and artillery fire on portiens‘of the hill
from which enemy fire was coming, _ | |

By mid afternoon A and G Company had advanced approximetely
two-thirds of the way up the hill, At this point, the opposi-
tion became much stronger. The advance of A Company waa stopped
complefaly when almost the ehtire company front,was brought under
machine gun fire from the wicinity of FONTIA in the 2nd Battaiion
aeétor. Fife from these same weapons was slowlng the advance of
the 2nd Battallon.

Meanwhile, C Company had reached poaitions just short of a
small road that ran parallel to the base of the hill, Along
‘this roed the enemy had two machine guns emplaced, with enemy
riflemen in tfenchas, dngoutslgnd in threa small bulldings, €
Company advanced slowly against withering fire and a qﬁéntity
of potetoe masher grenades which were rolled and thrown down the
hill by the enemy. When one of the riflemen was wounded by
small erms fire, the ald man who moved up to give him first aild

was shot and killled, despite the fact that his red cross emblems

(42) A~8, p. 11; Personal knowledge
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were plainly showinge This enraged the other men in the company'
;;d‘increaseﬂ‘their determination to destroy the enemy. Heavlier
fire was placed on the enemy and the company begen a more rapld
sdvance up the slope. The machine guns pealtions were scon
taken, sevefal of the ehamy were killed and six werse captured.
Then intense fire was placed on the three bulldings into which
the remaining enemy riflemsn had retreateds These bulldings |
were-taken after a furlous 20-minute firefight, chéver, only
one prisoner was taken, as the other Germens had left by back
exlts and fled up the hill in the fight. C Company had one

man killed and several wounded. (43)

La the company prepsred to continue the advance, the lat
Platoon waa stopped by machine gun fire from HILL 123 to the
left and rifle rire from enemy positlons near the top of HILL
566. The 2nd Platoon continued to move forward until é point
about 300 yards from the church on the crest of the hill was
reached. Here a wide stretch of barbed wirs entanglements was
encountered. As attempts to flank the wire falled because of
enemy machine gun fire, the advance of the platoon was brought
to a halt.

By this time darimess was beginning to fall, so rather
than remain in the exposed position overnight, the platoon moved
back down the hill, The battalion commander then ordered beth A
and ¢ Company to dig in along the road for the night and preﬁare
to continue the attack next morning.

Shortly after dark, C Company recelved some casualties

that were very costly. Lieutenant Johnson, lat Platoen leader,
(43) A~6, p. 12; Personal knowledge
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and some of the key non-commigsioned officers of the company
had gathered behlnd the defenslve positions to discuss plans
for the rdllcwing dﬁy. An enemy mortar round sﬁruck-tho olive
tree undaé which the group was sitting, fragments from the
projectile killed one of the platoon sergesnts and two squed
leaders and serlously wounded Lieutenant Johnsbn. As 1f this
were not enough, Lieutenant Barnes, the 2nd Platoon leader,

‘was killed shortlj afterward‘by rifle fire whille checking his
defensive ares, leaving the company commender as the only
officer in C Company. |
' Two other problems arose that night that affected both A
and ¢ Company, namely the difficulty of gatting supplies trans-
ported up the hill and casualties evacuated down, (44) |

Supplies had to be hand~csrriéd all the way up the hill a8 -

no roads that vehicles could use tefé available for this PUrpOs G,
The diffieculty in hand-carrying the supplies did not lie in the
distance they had to be brought, which was notjdver a ﬁile, bat
in the rough terraim that had t§ be traversede One trip by a
man carrying a heavy load took 4 to 5 hours in reaching the
forward companies becesuse of the slow rate of travel and fatigue,
As both assault compsanies had expended & large part of their
smmunition during the day, this had to be replaced, in addition
to the ratlons and blanket rolls that had to be brought UPe
Even with the men that B Compeny could aspare to help; almost
all night was spent in gotting these supplles to the forward
troops, leaving little time for snyone 1n A or C Campany to

sleep.

(44) Personal lmowledge
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The manner in which casualties had teo be evacuated did
1ittle to increase the morale of the other men. Although all
care was taken to make the descent as easy és poasible on the
wouﬁded, litter bearers could not avoild aome Jolting and bump-
ing in moving over the terraced hillside. The descent was
necessarily slow, cauging long delays In getting proper treat-
ment for the casualtles. All this left a dread in the other
men of getting wounded and undergoing the same punishment.

On 14.Apr11 1945 the lst Battalion was unable to advence
more than a very short distance up the hille The flanking fire
from the machine guns on the slope near FONTIA and on HILL 123,
combined with the resistance ahead, effectively held the battal-~
lon back. However, fhe D Company mortars and the asupporting
artillery continued to pound the enemy positions shead, during
the daye. (45)

The 2nd Battelion was also having a difficult time taking
FONTIA. The seme mechine guns that were playing a part in
holding up the advance of the lst Battel ion were also delaying
the 2nd Battalion, But Just before dark, the machine gun posi

tions were taker and the battalion was able to ocecupy FONTIA,
relieving some of the-pfeaaura against the lst Battalion.
IHE GAPTURE OF HILLS 366 AND 123 (46)'( See Map E)

The lst Battalion again attacked toward the top of HILL
566 before dawn on 15 April 1945, following flerce preparation-

fires by artillery and mortars. € Company led the attack with -
A Compeny following to the right rear.

(45) A-6, pe 12; Personal knowledge
(46) 1-6 Pe 12' ‘Personal knowledge
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C Company men passed to the left of the barbed wire
entanglements and assaulted the positions.in and around the
church, where the enemy had his strongest defenses, After a
furious firefight in which the company used rocket lsunchers,
grenades and a great volume of small arms fire, the church was
rushed and captursd. The Germans retreated to a network of
trenches on a knoll sbout 100 yards xwﬁy.

From the posltions Just taken, C Company éontinuﬂd to fire
on the enemy 1n his new positions receiving heavy fire in return.
A nunﬁer of the company riflemen and one mtomatle rifleman
occupled the church, e¢limbed to the upper part and fired down
into some of the nearer trenches. The battalion commander, who
had followed close behind the advance, moved into the church and
dlrected the fight from thers.

Just before noon, the squad commandsd by Sergeant Antenio
Tamas was glven the mlssion of assaulting the ensmy posltions,.
Under cover of protection fire by the rest of the caﬁpany,'tha
squads rushed the positions in the face of the enemy fire.
'Sergaant Tamas, on reaching the first treneh jammed his rifle
in the fece of the German occcupant, and using the man as &
shield, marched him to the other position, forcing him to tell
his comrades te surrender. Sergesnt Tamas and hils aquad took
52 prisaﬁars from the positlions with the loss of only two men
wounded. (47) |

A company in advancing up the hill to the right captured

another group of priscners, s number of which were wounded, in
(47) 4~6, p. 13
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some-buildings nesr the crest of the hill. HILL 3566 was now
completely in the hands of the lst Battalion and one more obstacle
to the advance up the.coast was removed. (48)

While defensive positions were heing 6rg§nized on the hill,
enemy mortar and artillery fire was'again recelved. As the
battalion commander knelt by his radio inslde the church to
report the capture of the objective, an artillery found landed
inside the doore The battalion commander, his radic operator,
several men from A and C Companies, and a number of prisoners
woere killed. Major Richard Verheul, the battallon executive
o:ficer, assumed command of the battallon. (49)

On the last day of the fight to capturQ;HILL 366, B Company
was not idle. A4s the long range from HILL 123 had played a big
part in holding back the advance of A snd € Company on 14 April
1945, the battallen commsnder gave B Company the mission of
capturing the hill, (50)

B Conmpany moved from its reserve poaltions on the sloﬁe
of HILL 366 before dawn on 15 April 1945 to take up attack
posiﬁinns south of HILL 123. After an hour's mortar and ,
artillery preparatién;"the coﬁpany moved out in a column of
'platoona with the 3rd platoon in ths 1ead and the 2nd platoon
brlnglng up the rear. In moving around the base of the hill to

the right, the 3rd platoon surprised 11 Germans and captured
them without a fight. |

(48} Personal kmowledge
(49) A~6, ps 13
(50} A-6, p. 13
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Near. this polnt, the company started—up the hill, As no
fire was being reeeived from the enemy on top of the hill, they
apparently were as yet unaware of the pregence of B Company, |

When the eompany was about half way up the hill, the 2nd
-platoon rushed through the ranks of the lst and jrd platbons.in .
a dash for the top. The two lead squads reached the top withﬁué
'a casualty and eaptured 11l more prisoners from one of the'eencrete'
bunkers before the Germans awakened to the fact that'thej were
ﬁeing attaekeé.' The rest of the platoon reaohed the top of the
hill artef suffering several casualties from maohine gun fire _
by'the now alert enemy, and joined in the asganlt on the defengire_
positiona., After a furieus right, 1astihg only apaﬁt 8 minutes,
the hiil was taken and the remaining defénﬂers either killed or
captured, | | | ' |

During the remainder_of the day enemy artillery pounded tho
hill causiné B Company several'more_easualties. At dusk a 1light
dountarattack was mede againsat the E Company positions but was
repulsed with little diffieulty,

As a result of the ectien that day, the company had killeﬂ
or captured AO prisoners and lost 4 men killed and 11 weunded.

©on 15 April 1945 the battalion gained two important
objeetives and ggain forced the enemy to retreat.

To sum up the results of the action: 'During the 7 days in
whieh the lst Battalion had partieipated in the attack up the
ecoast, approximately & milea of enamy territory had been taken
against strong enemy oprsition. ‘(Bee Mﬁprc] The a¢tion had.
resulted in'heavy_1ossa§fand'disoééanizétion in the enemy foroes
0p§aging the battalion, Nedrly 150 prisoners had been captured,

and meny of the enemy had been killed or wounded. (51)

{51) Personal knqqledge |
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The enemy units defending the sector had been 80 badly
decimeted that they were forced to use artlllerymen, marines,
sallors and service trdops as replacements. Some of the prlaocners
reported that they did not know how to fire thelr weapons and
had no idea of what the units were wlth whieh they had been
fighting. (52)

Also, bne_of.the overall mlsslens of the 92nd Division,
that of keeping the snemy to its front engaged, had been
materlally sbetted by the sctlon of the lst Battallon. The
onemy was forced to commit troops and artlllery that ecould well
have been used against the main attack of Fifth Army that waa
now in progress. A portlion of the enemy reserves had been
committed.and the 286th Regimeﬁt of the 1l48th Grenadlier Division
hed sent ome of its battalions fram the SERCHIO VALLEY to bolster
the coastal defenses.,

Although the losses of the lat Battalion had beexn high,
later action proved that the combat efficiency of the unit was
not gericusly impaired. The smount of smmunition expended by
the battallon 1s not knowﬁ, but an'indidaﬁion 1s glven by the
fect that nearly 4000 rounds of 8l-mm mortar emmunition was
fired during the 3 days of fighting on HILL 366 (53)

ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

1. TRAINING ‘
Huch of the difficulty and delay in capturing some of the
lst Battalion objectives can be traced directly to the lack of

(52) A-6, p. 13-14
(53) Personal knowledge
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adequate tralning of the unit. Although the battallen had aome
pricr experlence as provisional Infantry, this did véry little
toward preparing the men to cope with the type of reslatance met
in the action from 8-15 April. 'Llao the 31 days of tralning at
' MONTECATINI was far too short a period. -Not nearly enough ﬁius
could be spent in condusting small unit problems under simulated
attack conditions, Had 1t not been necessary to commit the 2%73rd
Infentry in & defenslvs role in February, the added training.
that could have been received would have been of immeasurable
value in the attack up the coast. |

The crossing of the FRIGIDO RIVER might possibly have bsen
accomplished on the first day and with fewer casualties had the
rifle companles known how to properly conduct fire and mﬁneuvar
and how to employ thelr supporting weapons more effectively.
More Imowledge of the tactics to be employed in attacking a
river defensive position would also have been of much value in
this éperation. |

In érganized Infantry training centers men are norn#lly
trained in the use of all Infantry weaponse. This could not.be
dons too thoroughly with the men of ths battallion in the short
period of time allottéd. The result of thié dafieiency.was 8
shortage of experisnced alternates to operate certain weapons
suck g8 the automatic rifle, rocket 1aunchef, and machine guns
when the regularly essigned dperator became a casualty, This
occaslonally resulted in the decrease of needed fire power,

2.  MORTAR FORWARD OBSERVERS

In not sending 8l-zm mortar observers forward with the rifle
companies in the attack, the battalion lost mmeh of the effestiva-

ness of the mortar fire and on some cccaslions, falled entirely
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to have this support when i1t was greatly needed. Depanding onr
the rifle companies to call for and direct mortar firs when it
was requlired proved to be a mistake. The riflemen and thelr
lsaders were usually too préoccupied with cther problems to do
so. However, 1f they had been more experienced In observing
and_controliing the fires of the mortars in an attack situatlon,
it 1s possible that better coerdinastion would have been erfected.
Hed officient obseréera of which there were a number in
the mortar platoon of D Company, beeniin poaition.te‘direct the
fires of thelr weapons, many enemy strong points that delayed
the rifle companies could pessibly have bsen neutrallzed. Azain
the crossing of the FRIGIDO RIVER 1s a good exzample. Accurate
and observed mortar fire on the enemy machine gun, rifle and
self«propelléd gun smplacements north of the river could have
greatly hampereé the defense of the'river line, and made the
crossing by the lst Battallon aasiar’and less costlyes
3. COMMUNICATIONS

The faillure of communications was one ceuse of the loss.
of almost an entire platoon of C Company. Although the use of
wire was lmpractical in the situation confronting the company
at the time, If the radios used had besn more efflclent, the
loss may have been avolded. If contact by radlio had been main~ |
talnad beﬁween the platoon and other elements of the company,
aupporting'fire might havelbaen gotten from the artillery or
tanka before the enemy tank was near enough to overrun the

bridgehead.

4. TANK-INFARTHY COORDINATION

Cne cause for the failure of the 1st Battalion to take
MASSA on © April was the lack of Tank~Infantry coordination.
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This was largely due to the lack of knowledge by the riflemen of
what was expected of them and just how to operate with the tanks
effectively. However, the armored was elso at fault. A thorough

Plan had not been made and nelther unit was sure of what the other

would doe. If the attack had been coordinated snd all contingen-
eles considéred, the ﬁdvance may have continued. Mutual support
was completely lackiﬁg and wheh both units saw they counld
expect no sﬁpport from the other; the only thing left to do was
fstreat,
‘5.  SURPRISE o

By surprising the enény on HILL 123, B Company galned a
qulck victory with 1little loss. Had the advance up the hill
been alower, the enemy would Possibly have kﬁuvn of the atteck
in time to defend more strongly. The defenses of the hill were
strong enough to have made the task of taking them an exceedingly
difficult one had they been fully warned by an alert snemy.
The 22 priscners taken without a fight eould have bolstered
these defenses'and made the cepture of the hill posaible cnly
‘after a long drawn-out fight. Had the enemy besn able to hold
the hill, harassing fire on HILL Séé could have caused the lat
Battalion troops a great amount of trouble while defenses were
belng consolidated,
6. ADVANCE OF ADJACENT UNITS |

The position of the 1lst Battalion was made less diffiecult
on more than one occaslon when the 2nd Battaliﬁn, 473rd Infentry,
on the right, was successful in forging aheads The breaching of
the FRIGIDO RIVER Line by the lst Battalion was greatly assisted
when the 2nd‘Battaiion was able to glve supporting fire from the
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hill mass forward of the croasing sites Again when FONTIA was
taken and the macﬁine guns 1n that viclnity were sllenced by the
2nd Battallon, the contiﬁuation of the advance on HILL 366 Dy
the lat Battalion wes made less difficulte And when the hlll
mass southeast of MASSA was cleared of enemy realstance by the
advance of the 2nd Battalion and the 442nd Combat Tesm on 9
April, the lst Battalion was able to enter the town next morning
with 1little resistance encountered.
7. INDIVIDUAL AGGRESSIVE ACT3

The action of Private William Ralston in single handedly
cleaning ocut the machlne gun nest that was holding up thﬁ con-
tinued advance of B Company across the FRIGIDO RIVER was a major
factor In the success of the crossings And the aggressive apirit
shewm by Sergeant Antonid Tamas in sadvancing into the defenaive
position of the still-anmad enemy on HILL 366 was undoubtedly a
direct caunse of the early surrender of the enemy. In.either
- 1nstanqe mentlicned above, the enemy reslistance would likely
have continued, causing more delay and casualtles for the unit
involved, but fﬁr the aggresslve action of one man.

’ LESSONS

1. .Before being committed to combat as Infantry, units
converted from other arms should receive thorough fraining in
all.phases of Infantry tactlcs and techniques,

2+ The 8l-mm Hortar Forward Observers should advance
wlth the assault companlez 1in an-attack in order to ensure

adequate mortar support.

54

¥



3+ All precautions should be taken by a unit before making
an aﬁtack to ensure that continuous communication will be main-
tained with its subordinate units. |

4, To be successful, a Tank~Infantry atteck muat bé closely

coordinatéd.

5+« The element of surprlse, when properly utlillzed, can_win

battles with little cost to the attacker,

6e The difficulty of taking an cobjective by an attacklng
unit can be greatly deereased when an adjacent unit is able teo

advance past the objective.

7« Aggressive actlion by one man will often be responsible

for the snccessful completion of an attacking unitts mission.
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