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Arls resistence in Horth Africa erumbled in May of 1943 with the
onslanght of the Amerjean forces, following their landings im Hovember
192 st Cesablemce, Orsn and Alglers, ani with the stesady, wrrelenting
drive of the British Eighth Army from the El Alemein Iime starting im
August 1942, (1) These forces, after meeting in Tunisia im April 1943,
made thelr final drive sgainst a determined ememy, vhich enlminated in
the snccesaful conclualen of the Twnisian Campeign on 12 May 1943. (2}
(ee Map 1) | o

Five months prior to v:l.ctory in Tunisia the next military objeotive
had been selected, In Jamusry 1943 President Franklin D, Roosevelt and
Prime Minister Winston Churchill met with thedr staffs at infa, & suburb
of Casablanca, to diascuss the future conduct of tﬁe war. During this
conference the decimion was made to invade the island of S:l.cﬂ,y as socn
as possible after the successful canclusien of the African Campaign. (3}
The objectives of the Sicilian Campaign were: To clear the lines of
commnication in the Mediterranean; to divert German strength from the
Rassian front; and to increese pressure on Itely. (4)

The invasion objective presented an area of about 10,000 square
miles of rugged terrain, separated from the toe of Italy by the narrew -
stralts of Messina and extended to within ninety miles of Cap Ben
Poninsula, Tunisia., The terrain was mostly mountainous except for the
Catanian Plain in the sontheastern section of the island, Excellent
assault landing areas were to be found along the entire four hmmdred

(1) 413, p. 10; A-2, p. 873 () A-20, p. 243 (3) A5, p. &2; A=,
Pe 23 (4) A-l, DP. 2. B .
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and eighty-five miles of coastline, (5) Mount Eine, the highest pesk of
the island, lying just north of Catanis, rose to a height of 10,740 feet
from & base oceupying spproximately four hundred square miles, A mountain
range extended along the northern coast with ridges protruding toward the
coast and southward, becoming flat as they approached the coasial area.
Kumerous small ri-ﬁrérs creased the rugged terrain., These were mainly
mountein streans, which becems dry during the summer months, Boads were
good but freqnently too mraw to accommodate anything but m—mynﬂitery
traffie, The road end railroad beds, being cut through predo;ninantl’y moNN—
tainous terrain, eould be easily end quiekly blocked. |

Hostile forves in Sicily included five Coastal Divisions totaling
ebout 61,300 men; four Fleld Divisions with a combined stremgth of
58,500; Army Ground troops totaling 57,000, and 31,700 miscellaneous
troops, This made an aggregate of 208,500 enemy trocps based on the
assumption that units were up to strength, (6) Two German Divisions
were also represented; elsments of the Herwman Goering m.viaﬁ.on, and the
15th Panzer Division, which was separated into three teams of regimental
combat team size, (7) (See Map B) _

The misslon of the Field Divisions was to support the beach defsnse,
as a @econdary defense, ani to resist the invader's attack by counter-
attack, TheSe Divisions were widely dispersed but their mobility was
such that a concentrated effort could be applied within a few hours after
alert, The Coastel Divisions, although primarily characterized by static
defensive installations, were not regarded as emtirely immobile, Seven
mobile graups,.vhich were a bart of the Coastal Divlsions, had been
identified on the 1slend. These groups were equipped with transportation
and highly nobﬂe assenlt wbnpons. In the event a Coastal Bivision unit

(5) &5, p. C-29; A2, p. 92; (6) &=5, p. C-15; (7) 4-5, pp. C-15, 16;
4-3; A2, p. R ' ,



was ungble to repel invasion it was their mission to hold the invading
force wntil the mobile group was organized and ready for the counter-—
atteck, (8) |

Enemy air strength for the Mediterranesn srea was estimated to be
about five hmmdred eighty-two (582) servieesble planes, ineluding Germsn
and Italian fighters, bembers and fighter<bombers., It la of interest to
note, that in arriving at this eatimated figmre, the obsolete Itel_ian
| aircraft were rated as approximaetely fifty percent effective as their
Gexmen equivalent, Thus, an orig:l.ﬁal estimste of seven hundred aireraft
was reconciliated to the finsl estimated flgure of five hundred eighty-
two. (9)

@ 12 February 1943 the first plamning instructions were published
by the plaming headquarters set up in Algiers wnder the direction of
General Sir Harold Alexander. (10) The first Operation Instruction, dated
19 May 1943, indicated that the operaﬂon,“aesigmtea as PHUSEY®, would
be under the supreme command of the Allied Commender-in-Ghief, General
Bw‘lgh‘l; Eisenhower, The Combined HNaval Forces woﬁld be wunder command of
AdmiTel of The Fleet Cunuinghem, the American end British Air Forces
under Adr Chief Marshal Tedder and the Combined Allied Ground Forces
comnanded by General Alexander, the Deputy Commander-ineChief, Allied
Forces, (11) The Gombined Allied Ground Porces, later known as 15th
irmy Group, was made uwp of the U.S. Seventh Army wnder the command of
Lt. General Gaorge_patton and the British Bighth Aruy ecmmsnded by
Gemeral Montgomery. Units included in the U.S. Seventh Army were: The
lst Divisiom, 2nd Armored Divislon, 3rd Division, 9th Division, 45th
Division, &nd Airborne Division, end the 1st, 3rd and 4th Renger:

(8) 45, B G () &1, p. 8; A5, pp. C-24, 25; (10) Ae8, p. D-1;
Pe 4=2; (11) A~5, pp. D=2, 8; D=4, 6, 7; D-1; A2, )
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Battalions, The British Eighth Army consisted of the Canadlan lst
Division, the British 5th, 50th 5lst, 56th ani 78th Divisione, British
7th Armored Division and the British 1st Alrborne Division, (12)

The gemeral plan indicated simultansous landings by units of the
U.S. Seventh Army along the coast from Licata to Seagiitti and British
\mghth Army landings on the southeastern coeat generally from Pezzallo
to Siracusa. (13) (See Map B-1) Complete air coverage over the hnding‘
areas, from fighter bases on Malta and Pantelleria and bomber bases in
Twaisia, was the roapﬁnsib:l.lity of the Allied Air Forces. .lrtillery
support for the assault landings and initiel ground operations was the
responsibility of the combined British and American Haval Units,

The airborne elements destined to take part im "OPERATION HUSEY®
were the U.S, &nd Airborne Division snd the British 1lst Airborne Div=
isdon, Of these two Divisions only the Bzitish had previoﬁaly Bhit the
eilk? in battle. One of its units hsd made a suecessful night jump on
a radlolocation station at Bruneval, near Le Havre, France in 1942, (14)
Other elements of the Division had beem used in the fighting in Africa.
(15) The Division as a whole had not been comeitted, In each instance
separate parachute brigades or companies were used, The American #2nd
Airborns Division wes as yet untried in battle,

About the middle of May 1943, shortly after thelr arrivel in Africa,
the 82nd Division was given the mlaslon of preceding the amphibious
1anding of the lst Division, on Siecily, and eatablishing an airborne
bridgehead for that umit, The 1lst Division was to land between Gela and
Scoglitti at 0255 hours 10 July 1943, Intelligence information indicated
the pres&me of elemanta. of a Germsn Panzer Division in the &rea of

(12) A~5, p, D=1; D=3, 6, 7; (13)“, Pe 6, T3 A=5, p. A~b; (14) A=17,
Ppe. 50-52; (15) A-18, pp. 9, 10, .



Caltagirone, about 15 miles inland from this coastal erea. (See Map B)
In order to preclude an atteck on the amphibious landings it would be
necessary to drop sirborne elements in the area during the might of
9 July 2943 to seise and hold the road net end surrounding terrain

. between Caltagirone and the sea, This mission was given by the Division

to the 505 Combet Tesm Reinforced, consisting of the 505 Perachute Regi-
ment; 3rd Battalion, 504 Parachute Infaniry Regiment; 456 Parachute
Field Artillery Bettelion; Cempany "BY, 307 Parachute Engineer Battal-

" don,and attached Medical and Signal elements. The remainder of the

Division was ordersd o concentrate rapidly in Sieily by D plus 7 in

the 45th Divisien or 3rd Division areas, as directed, The 2ud Bettaliom,
509th FParschnte Infentry Regiment, (whieh hed recently been redesignated
from the 503rd Perachute Battalion) was to remain in Forth Africa in
reserve, available for drop missions as directed. (16) British Airborme
missions were, in general, the sélzure of important bridges and surround-
ing strongpoints in advance of the British 5th and 50th Divisions in their
drive nor't.h along the eastern coast of Sicily from the Avela ~ Siraecusa

_ area, where they were to make their amphiblous landings, (17) (See Map B-1)

The 82nd Alrborme Division, under the command of Major Gemeral
Matthew Ridgwsy, lmmediately prepared a training program for the purpose
of preparing the command for the asaigned task,

The paraciute elements of the Division were initially bivouacked at
Iea Angades Alrfield, Oujda, Morocco, while the glider elements were
encamped at Marnia, about twelve miles towards the Mediterranean from
Oujda, A rigorous physical training program was established for all
persomnel in addition to intensified training in the firing of all weapons
including Iight Machine guns, 60mm and &lmm Mortars. Street ﬁghﬁ.ﬁg,
(16) A~5, p. D=T; A=16, p. 535 (17) A2, pp. %%y 975 P

8



commando tactics, bayonet training and grensde practice were required
training for all, (18) Smal) unit tacties were then reviewed placing
econsiderable emphasis on setting up defemsive positions at night, The
Fifth Army A{rborne Training Center was established at lLes Angades Air=-
fiaid for the {ralning of new jumpers, development of Airborme Standing
Operating procedures and the Operation of a test seotion. (19) Adr
transport was supplied by the 52nd Troop Carrier Wing, recently arrived
from the United States. The pilots were qualified for dsaylight cper-
ations over familiar terrain and were experiemced in dropping chntists
and flying in formation tut were lacking experiemce in might flying
over wnfamiliar territery, They immediately began their night treiming
in preparation for the night drop to be underteken by the 505. They
progressed rapldly im these simple training flights and were soon flylng
formation without the use of regular navigational lights. (20)

Standard plane loading was dmlopeﬁ for all equipuant and per-
sonnel, The Combat Teams then begen training as wnits, The training
area was of excellent slse and possessed some varied terrain. The
temperature, at times soaring to 120 degrees, presented the greatest
training difficulty, Jumps were made inm this area, Wth full combat
loads, emphasizing assembly and tactics of defemse. Two large daylight
drops were made but further training of this nature wes cemeelled, In
the latter part of June a Combat Tesm dry rum was executed using a model
of the objective in Siecily. (21) In this exercise only the jummasters
jumped, working fram "jump patterns® already on the ground. (22) Daring
the evening of 9/10 Juns, one mouth prior to the operation, the 505 Combat
Team Commander, Col. James Gavin, with two Battalion Commanders ami three
Commanders frem the 52nd Troop Carrier Wing, flew over the .objective areas
(18) &6, p. 43 415, p. 3, prid to cmbi; &3 A6, Inel, f43 (20) 4=6,

Pe 4, Incl, #3; A-15, p. 5, prld to embi; A3, pe 5; (2R) a=16,
pp. 27, 28, : .




using the same route they would use ome month later, The Gheelqaeints on
the terrain showed up clearly in the moonlight and, although some flak was
encountered, the recomaissance concluded without mishap, (23)

After slightly more than a month of desert training the Div:lsién was
in excellent physicel condition, well quelified in the handling of all
combat weapons and had suocessfully participsted in the treining problems
requiring combined grownd operations, (%) |

On 16 June 1943 the 82nd Airborne Pivisiem began the adwinistrative
| move to the bivouae erea in Kairouwan, Tunisia, in preparation for the
coming eperation., At this time the. Battalion Combat Team exercises
were getiing thelr initial trials, as were the amall group glider traln-
ing exercises in Marnia, These exercises were ealled to & halt as all
available aireraft were being used in the shmttle move of the Divialon
to the Kairouan area, a distance of about one thousand miles., The Com~
bat m dress reﬁeusal jumps for the sos,é.ud 504 Combat Teams, using
drop zomnes closely aimlating the actual combat drop zomes, were like-
wise cancelled, Parachuilsts, who were in training at the Fifth lrmy
A3rborne Training Center, were hurriedly qualified and returned to the
Division for duty, While the airlift was in operation, shipment of
perscommel and equipment was also being made by rall, Organie trans-
portation made the trip by motor movement, (25) _

The entj:aﬂndboopcamgrwmgmusedhthenightmdw
shuttle, from 20 June to 4 July 1943, thms losing at least two weeks of
valueble training time which was supposed to have been devoted to DZ
locator training and use of radar control deviess, (26) It is importent |
to note here, that no unified command existed for the Air Force and Alir-
borne elements during or afber this period of training, GCoeperation,
between the Wing and Adrborne Divislon, was excellent but coeperation

(23) 43, p. 55 (24) A6, p. 43 (25) a6, p. 5; (%) A6, p.5, Incl,
#3, A-15, pp. 5, 6, prld to cmbt, .
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alone was insufficient for the close team-work needed between the two
elements in their preparation and execution of the combet operation, It
is of further interest to note, that air photos were seldom used as traln-
ing alds in the spotting of DZ's by the pllote of the 52nd Troop Carrier
Wing. (27) |

The elements of the British lat Adrborne Division had also perform-
ed the same type of training es the American &2nd Airborne Division, They
possessed one advantage having preﬁously met the test of battle and
were lntensely aware of the fact that toughness and physical fitness were
Just as importent as mental slertness. (28)

As the £2nd arrived in the Eslrousn ares, the Division scetiered the
Battalion Combat Teaus in an effort to place the troops near thelr pro-
posed teke—off airfieclds. Ten departure fislds were to be used by the
82nd Airborme Division. (29) "Situstion Temts®, where detsiled plans of
the operation were worked over assnd table terrain devices and mapa,
éprﬁuted iamediately throughout the 30 mile ere avcund Kairouan, (30)

The 505 Combat Team Reinforeed spent their last week pouring over plans

of the operation using the photos, mai:s and’ send-tables to assure thorough
orientation down to the last man in the last squad. Equipment was eleansd
and checked and by D mimus 2 the equipment bundles had been prepared and
were ready ic be loaded on the plenes, alresdy dispersed according to the
pariing plan, at the departure air fields. (31) The 504 Combat Team,
consisting of the 504 Parachute Infantry, less the 3rd Battallom, the 376
Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, Company "C", 307th Parachute Engineer
Battallon, attached Medical personnel, and the 325 Gnﬁbat Team, made up of
the 325 Glider Infantry Regiment, 319th Glider Field Artillery Batta.lim’,
(27) A6, p. 4; (28) A-17, pp. 50-52; A-18, pp. 9, 10; (29) A-16, p. 33
A6, p. 6; (30) A-15, p. 7, prld to cmbt; 51 Ak, p, 8.

n




Company "A", 307th Engincers, and attached Medieal persommel, as yet had

no definite mission, They, consequently, occupied themselved preparing

plans 9AW, WA, WCW, ete,, in an attempt to anticipate amy situation that
eonld arise, (32) .

The bright, clear morming of D minns 1 saw the troopers of the 505
Combat Team arriving at the airfields with equipment bundles and indi-
vidual parachutes., Flanes were spotted, and plane-loads were to
thelr individusl aircra_.ft. , The planes were then prepared for flight by
loading the para-racks with equipment h:ﬁdles, checking faleaae mechanisms,
stowing individual chutes, checking anchor cables, door masking, and
testing the light panels at the jumpers' door, Retwrning to camp for
lunch, the troopers bathed and made last mimute adjustments to individual
equipment, Afier an early evening meal the men returned to thelr aireraft
with ample time for complete checking of equipment by jumpmsters_-prior
to the final losding, One-half howr before take-off time the 3,405
combat-loaded warriers, staggering under the welght and bulk of their
equipment, emtered the aircraft, 227 G-47's and amriously awaited their
introduetion to battle, (33) Their attack plen, as rendered in 505
Combat Team Field Order Number 1, dated 28 June 1943, is stated in sub-
 gtance as follows: "2nd Battalion, 505, "D Battery, 456 Field Artillery
plus Service Detachment will drop on DZ 3% at H mimus 2 hours 39 mimutes.
(See Map C) Orgemize end defend area as shown. Outpost Hills, C, D, B,
and F, Patrol northwest o Margols River end secure identifications,
Block roads as indloated. Comtact 1st Battallom, 505 and 3rd Battalion,
504, Prepare counterattack plans. 505 (-),

Service Company, 505 (=), 456 Perachmte Field Artillery ), Company "B",
307th Engineers (-), end 307th Medical Detachment will drop em DZ " at

Hlimszhour549mimtea. 456 Fleld Artillery be prepared to mass fire
(32), (33) 46, p. 6, incl. #3.




%o impede or bloek hostile movement within effective Tange of its gum
positions in area indicated, Company "EY, 307th Bugimeers will assist
in organizing the position by wiring (two strand) appreaches as indi-
cated. ‘Have ome platoon assist lst Battelion in capture of strongpoiat
T4 snd defend morthern approach to Cembat Team Command Post.

' ' emplene with Demolition Sectiem, resemnoiter ross~

ing of the Gela~Sgoglitti Roed over Aeate 0' Birillo., Recemnolier thias

~ road from Acate O' Dirillo west to 3rd Batteliom road block., Repert

locetion of mine fields, demolitioms and defemsive works., Repert

's'brength, composition, and movement of enemy forces encoumtered.

‘ Section with two squeds of engineers will drop
on DZ "I" gt H mims 2 hours 49 mizutes. Selze bridges and prepere for
demslition, Awalt comtact with 16th Conbat Tesm and 45th Division. De-
fend and demolish if attacked in force. Maimtain radio cemtact with 3zd
Battalion, 505, Rejoin 3rd Battalicm, 505 if cospelled %o demelish
bridges. lst Battalion, 505, Battery “AY, 456 Field Artillery, one squad

‘of Engimeers, ome squad of Signal persopnel end Service Detachment drop
_enm_"S' at H mims 2 homrs 59 minutes, Establish road blocks as Ilpdi-

cated, Organize end defend the area indicated, Iocate limits of
strongpoint "I¥, Attack strongpolnt "I" on my erder befare dsylight.
Block and defend roed jumction, Contact 2vd Battalien, 505 and 3rd
Battalion 505. mm 505, Battery "C¥, 456 Field Artillery,
Service Detachment will dvop on D2 ®T% at H mims 3 hours 9 mimtes.
Establish and malutain contast with strongpeint *Y". Be prepaved to
attack 'I" on my order, medk road as indicated. Seize, orgamize and
defend Hills A and B, Send patrols to line of railread between creck
snd pond, Prepare rallrcad for demolition at this peist, Comtaet
Demolition Section and 1st Division, Patrels operating in this srea
will contime to sdvanee slomg beach frem east to west to assist
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landing of 1st Divieion, Run wire to Command Fost of the 16th Combat
Team, Coordimate with the cm.mg Offiecer, Contact lst Battaliom,
505, 3rd Battalien, 504, Demolitlen Sectien, 3rd Battalion, 504 Service
" Detachment, 504, will drop on DZ "Q* at H mimus 3 hours 15 mimutes, Hlock
roads as indicated and prepare ‘m-idge for demolition, Delay cnemy forces
mving south uwntil daylight. Defamd mill relieved. Mnta.in contact
with 505tk Infantry. Contime mission until eapture of Hiscemi by GCombat
Toam 16 at which time you ave attached to Combat Team 16." (34) (See Map C).
There was the plan! Chavecteristically smbitious and thorough, Every
Frooper knew his job and kmew it well, The plen was sound and vorkable,
The Troop Carrler Flan was to fly an mtar course, determined
in conjunotion with the Navy, east to the island of Malta, then marth to
Bicily end west along the coast of Siclly to a checkpoint, formed by Lake
Rivierre end the Acate River, where the formatiena were to turn imland
and resch individwal drop somes by following final checkpoints selected
from air photos. (35) (See Map 1) |
Ietﬁs!recallnoﬁthatinthis aamagm:al areapf!airmwm
elements of the British lst Airborne Division. (36) They, too, were
- making ready for their operatinn, vhich would he carried out comcurrently
with the American Airborme Operation. The British had prepared for three
airborne operations to be directed sgainst Siclly; ome glider coperation )
for the night of 9/10 July; aﬁdtmpargmta operations, one en the might
of 10/11 July, end the other on the might of 13/14 July. (37) On the
" night of 9 July 1943 a British Airlanding Brigsde (equivalant o U.S,
" Glider Infantry Begiment) was to be tramsported by air aml drepped ea the
east coast of Siclly, in the vicinlty of Siracuss, The plem was to drep
' west of Sirasuss, between 2210 and 2230 hours, to capture the bridge;
Fonte Gresds, over the Anspo River. They were also to capture the ecastal
G4) Mlh;  (35) Ak, Do B (36) &2, o 90; (37) Ak, B 56.
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batteries north of the river and the éeaplane base in this area, (38)
The trip was to be made by ten Horsa gliders and 127 Wacos, The power-
less ahips to be towed by 137 aireraft, C-47 type, of the 5lst Troop
Carrier Wing, e sister unit to the 52nd Wing which wes transporting the
82nd Airborne, The gliders were to be relessed in the vieinity of the
objective while still 3000 yard_a at sea off the coast of Sieily. The
Wacos approaching at an ‘altitude of 1900 feet amd the Horsaas at 400 feet.
The Waco landing zones were west ary_g’olw while the
Horsas were to land in a field near the Ponte Grande Bridge south of

Siracusa. The route of fl:lght was over the southeast corner of Malta to
Cap Bassero, along the coast of Sieily, 3000 yards over the sea to the
lending sones, (39)

We can best appreciate the diffioculties emcountered in this opar-
ation by following the airlift and subsequent drops of both the American
ard British airborne wnits aimmltaneously, inssmuch as the -take-off,
rendezvous, anl flight of the aircraft, totalling 364 plames and 137
gliders, originated from the ssme general ares of Kaircuan, Twnisia. (40)

CTAHE - AsSShuLT ,

9 July 1943 was hot end clsar, with high winds developing in the
afternoon, typical weather for this time of yeer in Africe, The
planss of the &ud cleared their fields between 2010 and 2116 hours. At
the same time the Eritish Glider units were being towed inte the air for
their rendezvous. HJaiquﬁhokoffanduamhledat-thomm
vous points without mishap except for three pleames of the British form-
ation which were unable to get into the air, (i1) The formations began
thelr flight to Sieily as darkness descended, about 2130 hours., Flight
was at low level for taetical roasons, The wind wes still strong and
flying was rough causing sirsickness among the men, The first hint of

(38) A"'ay Pe 94; (39) H’ DP. 57.' 583 (40) '&"6) PPe 9’ 1@5 (41) H!
PP. 58, 59; A=6, pp. 6, 9; A-l5, p.l, Sicily,
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difficulties became apparent when meny planes missed the firat important
checkpoint, the island of Malta., Obviously no corrections hsd been mad_e
to compensate for the weather conditions being emcoumtered, consequently
many formations began drifting from their courses, (42) A mumber of thaDg
pilote became separated from thelr formations and went on alome, others
followed the formatioms of the British umits to the Cap Phssero area,

(See Map D) Some flsk and tracer fire was emcowstered as formations
neared the eaa_.ét of Sieily, and this probably was instrumental in keep~-
ing elements of the British formations farther out to sea then the 3000
yard limit which had been designated, The towed cargos of British Air-
borne fighters approsched their supposed landing zone sreas shorily after
2300 hours, They were cut from thelr mother ships inm the thirty mile per
hour wind which was still whipping the cosstal waters below them, Becanse
mdmmmammmm@tamofum to sea and hed
not made allowances for the high wind, their gliders, after being released,
membletermininﬂightlongmughtoremhtheomt_uﬂm
consequently landed in the choppy Mediterranean., It was estimated that

of the 134 gllders that made the trip, twelwve landed on the correct lande
ing zone, sevemty-five were strewn over tha southeastern part ofrthe'
islend and forty-seven floundered in the sea. (43) A total of eight
officers and sixty-five men reached the Fonte Grande Bridge during the
night of 9/10 July and held it wntil 1530 hours 10 July, when overwheluing
eneny strength wreailed that important objective from their weakeming grasp,
‘The timely errival of the 17th Infantry Brigade rectified this serious
situation., They ressptured the Lridge, advanced across i, and the air-
be;fnogroﬁpégaintookweritsdefanse. The glider loads which had
landed at the wromg landing zones went into action regardless of how far
from the ares of their assigned mission they had beem dropped. They

(42) a6, p. 95 (43) A=k, pP. 58, 59,
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attacked any hostile elements they encountered, caused confusion through-
out their sress, and substentially aided in the disorganisationm of the
beach defemnses, (44) A1l tow aireraft of this element returned safely

to their bases in North Africa,

A8 the flight serials of the 22nd Airborne Division epprosched the
coastal areas of Sielly, they too, were subjected to flak and traser fire,
Many pilota, in trying to evade the coneentrations of flak, broke locse
from the formations and became scattered over the southeastern section of
the island, Aecording to statements made by some of the mem, & mmber of
these planes had thelr men standing and hooked wp reedy to jump for 30 to
50 ﬁmtes while the pilots searched for the drop somes, (45) In apprm.oh—
ing their likely drop zomes, the planes climbed to an altitude of 600 feet
and tried to gel into a proper jump attitude for the exit of their troops.
~ Most groups dropped between 2400 and 0030 hours. Parachutes hlossomed
along the southern coast of Sicily from Gela, near the objective, to Roto
and Avolo in the British sector. (46) (See Map F) The delay in the time
of the jump wes en additional Teason for the extreme diffisulties
encountered in assembling, The moon had alreedy set end the assembly
efforts had to be made ir total darlmess. (47) Many men, upon landing,
found themselves alone im an area or with three or four others, These
small groups immedistely set sbout the task of gathering more of the
airborne men and began their "guerrilla® like actioﬁa against the enexy.

The 1st Battalion serial, which was to have been dropped Just northe
weat of the erossrosds above Gela, (e Map F) were scattersd thoroughly
over the island, One group of sbout 320 were dropped thres miles north=-
west of Avola on the eest coast, They arganized inte mllgrnupsa.nd
encountered the evemy in small siirmishes, The group sssembled at day-
light, attacked ivole, and made contact uith the British, in whose secter
(44) &=, pp. 58, 59; (5) A=16, p. 65 (46) &6, p. 95 (47) A6, Pp. 8,9,
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they had dropped. Amother group of the éame serial lméed in a well
fortified area two miles northeast of their a#signed drop zone, They
were effective 1n holding the enemy from the beaches, removing road
blocks, and stopping hoati:_te armored movement, The Battalion Commander
was killed when the group was attacked by a German iank colwm, Another
pla.neofthis serlal umloeded its combat cargo neer Marina Di Ragues, .

about half way between Vittorie and Noto, (See lla.p F) This group
pa:rticipated in the ea.pture of Ragusa, (48)

Ths 2nd Bat'l;al:l.on seriasl lanﬂxm;;u £ Ragusa, about 25 miles
from their assigned drop zorne, snd were atiacked 'before landing, A large

pﬂtofthegrmapusembledbeforenoonofthslﬂthandattackedm

positions neer S, Croce-Camerins, They took forty-five prisoners, then
went on to capture the town itself, cepiuring 14{4 more priscners. mey
met and overcame the enemy again east of the town, them bivouacked for
the night, The following dsy they moved west and joimed the Combat Tesm
Headquarters on the 12th July., (49) (See Map F)

A grovp of about forty men, from the Hesdquarters, 505 serial,
ocoupied the high grownd ths road net leading inlend fram the
45th Division beaches on 10 July. They were credited with facilitating
the landing of the 45th Division, (50) Their action demonstrated the
Initiative and aggressiveness which characterized the diseipline and
esprit de ecorps of the Combat Team sa a whole, in enemy armored vehicle
wvas destroyed as it approached the beach, several pillboxes were rendered |
ineffective and five officers and ninety-six men were capiured by the
group. . .

The demolition group, which was to have dropped near the railrced
bridge tiree miles east of Gela, was éixby-five miles away, Just
south of Siracusa, in the British secter, en the east coast, (See Map F)

(43 46, pp. 10, 11; (49) A15, "Siedly® p., 3; 4~26, p. 11; (50) Am16,
P.lL,
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The majority of the serial of the 3rd Battalion, 504th Perachute
Infantry Regiment, droppeﬂ into an enemy assembly area morth of Nisemi,
(See Map F) Many of the troopers dropping in this ares were captured,
inclnding the Battalion Commsnder.

Elements of the 3rd Battalion, 505, dropped neer Vittorie and
aasanbledwestof:thetmnhiéckingthehighwa,yappmaph._ Cn D plus 1
the group was attacked by Germn.Pamer elements, Despite serlous los-
8es8 they held the high ground. later, uwnder the directlon of Col. Gavin,
the Combat Team Commender, a vigorous counterattack was laumched with the
aid of Sherman Tanks, enabling the troopers tc recover their dead and
wounded, They held this critieal terrain without further contest. (51)

"I" Compeny, 505 Farachute Infantry, less one plane, dropped on its
assigned drop mone, This group eccomplished its assigned missiem, knocked
out a blockhouse and several pillboxes emd captured nvmerous ememy, (52)

Throughout this initial pericd of the operaticom, isolated groups |
ambushed German patrols, cut telegraph wires, kmocked out tanks, repelled
counterattacks, talked the enemy into surrender, and fought him into
sulmisgion, (53) | _

Assembly of the Combat Team contimmed and om 13 .'l'ul_y 1943 its
strength was reported as 1648. At this time rumbers of sirborne troops
were also being reported present-'hy the other orgamizations in the area
vhich the airborne personnel had joined upon being sepsrated from their
own units in the Jump. (54) |

It is readily apparent that fully organized combat was impossible
due to the wide erea over which the forees were scattered, Nevertheless,
the confusion snd alarm c:'eat.éd in 'tha ranks of the hostlile forees, as
parachmtists and glider-borne troops descended upon them over sueh a wide
ared, is readily understood., This, linked with the fact that the forces

(51) &6, pp. 10, 11; A-15, B8leily”, pp. 3, 45 416, p. 12; (52) A-16,
p. 9 (53) A6, pp. -12; (54) Avl6 p. 13;.
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dropped were exceptionally aggressive in huniing out the enemy and dis-
poaing of him in almost all situations, and that thedr true number was
unknown to the enemy, substantially assisted in the overwhelming success .
of the amphibious lemdings, Further proof of the success of the lopa::"a.tion
18 projected in a statement made during the Naremburg trials, by General
Kurt Student, an anthority on airborne operations in the German Army: "The
Allied Airborne Operation in Sicily was decisive despite widely scattered
drops, which mnat be expected in a night landing, It is my opinion that
if it had not been for the Allled Airtorne forces hlocking the Herman
Goering Armored Divieion from reaching the beachhead, that Division would
have driven the initlal sesborme forces back into the sea, I attribute
the entire succese of the Allied Sicillam Operation to the deleying of
German Reserves untll sufficient forces had been landed by sea to resist
the counterattecks by our defending forees.” (55) |

It will be recalled that further airbarne activity was to bo di-
reeted on the objective, A British parachute operation had been planned
for the night of 1011 July, The misaion was to capture a bridge three
miles weat of Angusta, and to organisze ani defend the high ground west of
the town, Because of the speed of advance of the British 5th Divislon in
this ares, the operation was unnecessary and was caneelled. (56) |

Throughout D Day (10 July 1943) the alerted 504th Combat Team welted
at departure airfields, in the Xalrousn area, for the message which would
gend them on their way to join the "new veterana® of the 505, The negative
message from the Division Commander had been delayed, and at 1840 that
evening the Combat Team was released for & secend day of walting, because
by that time it was felt that it was teo late to initiate the move. (57)

(55) a=15, "Sicily®, p. 1; (56) A=4, p. 57; (57) A~16, p. 7.
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At hours the following day, 11 July, orders were semt rrm‘tha
Division Commend party, aboard the MONROVIA, direet:l.ng the Cembat Team
todropnnthnlﬂmeateelh (58) (See Map F) Seventh Army, whose
‘Gamndhrw“sﬂaommmmmimdiatelyrmtedh
notify all friendly troops of the airborme eperation. (59) At 0845 hours
a measage was dispatched by Seventh Army to all Gommanders Iln the ares,
indicating the charseter of the flight, the altitude, and the approximate
time and place the parachutists would drop. (60) | It is of interest to
note that as earlyasﬁJﬁly, at & meeting held on the MONROVIA, General
Patton hed expressed great concern over the problem of notifying friendly
troops of the route of flight of the secanﬁ airborne 1lift, The Seventh
Arny Gommander further stated that he had been tryinmg to get this infor-
mation from the Air Gorps simce 3 July. (61) | |

The route of flight for the 144 planes, carrying the 504 Combati
Teanm, was the same as for the 505, (See Mep D) The sbsence of the high
winds of the previous operation, amd the faet that the drop zone was
behind our lst Divlieion lines instead of behind the enemy lines, gave
rise to hopes for a pleasenmt trip, (62) Despite the calm air and the
light of a quarter moon, some formstions missed the first important
cheekpoint of Malta, and other plames lost thelr leaders. (63) The lead
planea of the flight approached the coast of Sicily about 2230 hours, then
turned northwest along the coast heading for the cheskpoint, Leke Bivierrs,

oot
near Gela. (64) (See Map F) As the lead plame reached Lake Biviarre a

burst of machine gun fire csme from the beach below, It was ss though the
burstmaaimlforcnrythingbelwtoopenﬁreontheélmtsor
the flight all along the coast, .&nhi-aircraftfireﬁ\:nthaﬂliedshipé
and from betteries on the beaches tore imto the slow moving trensporta full
of human carge. (65) Many of the plenes crashed downward in a vivid arc

- (58), (59), A=16, pp. 11, (60) A5, p, D=6; (61) A-20, p. 1; (62),
(64; g‘j), 4=16, gl: 73 (635 ﬁ- PA‘J-GJ Pe Te
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of flame, while others iried, hopelessly, to swing clear of the hail of
ire, (66) Flames foreed down along the coast were fired on by the shore
guns as the troopers tried to lmnch the rubber 1ife rafts from the riddled
mlls of the fallen aireraft. (67) Of 23 planes shot down, only 6 crashed
carrying thelr cargo of troopara with them, However, Jumping from a
burning, erashing eraft was, in many instances, 1like jumping from the
frying pan into the fire, (68) In these instances mumercus troopers wers,
during thedr parachuis descent, fired on and killed by Mean trocps on
the beaches, Many of the airborne soldiers landing in the 45th Division
area were engaged in fire fights with guards of the 45th Division, who
were not familiar with the paratroop mmiform and who had previonaly been
warned 'o:t‘ the poasibility of emcountering German parachutists, L’me
trmpermﬂﬂedbyaguardofthemmfmtrybwmehedidn'tm
the right password, | 69) 1t was later learned that word of the .u-mm
aoperation was delivered to the 45th PAvision but had not been received
by the 180th Infantry, (70) It is rather ironic to mote that the 1st
Division, in whoss area the parachwte drop was to have been made, identi~
fied the balesgured troopers as @ German Perachmte Regiment in its G-2
report. (71)

of the 144 plames whieh made the flight, twenty-three were shot
down, eight returned with full loads, ameng which vere four desd am stx
wounded chutists. -Onme plane, carrying Brigadier General Charles L, Keeran,
Jr., Assistant Division Commander as en obae:wer, falled to retwrn. (72)

TheSQt..GnmJaatTm, following the pattern of the 505, scattered
1ts silkomthaislandofﬁcﬂyfmthsareaof&_ela,mthamhaﬂ.
uled drop zone, to the area of Fozsallo, about sixty miles scutheast, (73)
~ (See Map F) | | |
(66) A=16, pp. 7, 8; (67) A~6, p. 11; (68) A=16, p. 8; (69, 70) A-16,

P. g; (71) A6, p. 12; ('nJ &-16, P 8 m) A=15, "Sicily®, p. 53 Hé
P. +
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Tims ended the second day! An operstion, which should have bean  +
1ittle more than an administrative move, became a hloody, costly battle
between elements of the same army, for lack of a litile information at
the right time,

‘The objective of the British airborne operation of 13/14 July, was
to selze and hold the only bridge over the Simete River, about five ailes
south of Catania. (74) (See Map B~1) One Parachute Brigede (less one-half
battalicn), with glider-borne anti-tenk guns anl englunser and medical mnlts,
-wesd to executs this operation, The plan was to drop one parachute compamy
at 2200 hours close to the bBridge, to attain meximm surprise, in an
effort to overrun the position ba:l';'ore- tho defending troops could destroy
the crossing., This company was to remove the charges before the arrival
-of the main body of chutists, at 2240 and 2328 hours, who were to defend
the area., At 2353 gliders were to come in with the heavier weapons for
anti-tank defense, | -

The force, of 107 planes and seventy-two airoraft with gliders, N
departed the Kairousn erea end headed for the Sicilian Zast Coast, The
approach up the East Goast of the island was made sbout ten miles out to
sea, due to the shipping traffic and anti-aircraft sones, which extended
11,000 yards out from the beaches, The approash to the drop sones again
was fanlty., Fifty-six planes dropj:ad thelr cargo on or wnear the eorrect
drop zones, Mntw-foﬁr loads were acatiered considerable distences from
their target, and twenty-seven aircraft retwrned to Africa without having
dropped their men, Of the glidars, twelve made suscesaful landings, onme
landed in the sea off the coast, three were damaged on take-off and one
tow plane wes reported missing, (75)

(74) &2, ps 995 (75) Ad, po 60.
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dbout 200 chmtisis made the assault on the bridge. They captuwred
it and removed the charges. Five anti-tank guns eame in, by glider, for
antd-tenk defense, Dering the dsy of the 14th, the strength of the forees
defending the bridge grew, as those who had ‘b.een dropped some distance
from the objective began to straggle back to the target ares, Enemy
resistance contimmed steadily and after darkness had fallem, the troopers
were ordered to withiraw to the high growsd to the south. The bridge,
8till intact, was retaken the following morming by the British XIII Corps.

(76)

Although the mission had been accomplished, the plague of the air—
borne, that of falling to hit the designated drop zone, was once more
Forcefully demonsitrated. ' .

Following the debacle of the 504th Combat Tesm on D plus 2 in
Sicily, all further movements by air were eancelled. (77) Consequently,
the glider-lift planned for the 325th Combat Team and Division Head-
quarters of the &2rd Airborne Division was not performed. )

On 16 July 193, the remaining elements of the Division departed
North Africa by plane, with fighter escort, and arrived at Fonte (live
Airdrome, near Gelam, at 1515 hours on that date. 7

By 1¢ July the Division had completed its assembly ani reorgenization
with s strength of 4,309, and prepered to contimse the attack, When the
Sicilien Campalign coneluded on 16 August 1943, the airborne was on its
way back to the training erea in Africa, ready to try it again}

In analyzing the airborne opérat:laﬁé .it'n'Sici.‘l.y, we cen readily see
that 2 unified command over the airbornme alement amd the air tramsportation
element was sorely needed. The two elements must work together as a per-
fe&ttean. Had the enemy om Sicily been more powerful aml aggressive, the
(76) 42, p. 1005 A=, p. 60; .(77) A-16, p. 9.
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scattered airborne elements would probably have been captured or anihilated
during the first dey of combat,
The airborne soldier mast be dropped in concentrations, in the sone

. which he hes studied, to gain the full effect of the reheeraale of his

planofattack, uhichs.houldbeanintogralpertofthepriorplanning
end training for an alrborme assault, e
meporsonnelofthemamahouldbethomugm:traimdrortheir

specific task of droppipg parachutists at the right time and the right
place, Their navigation can not. efford to go swry as 1t did in this
operation, ' ' N{JM,(., NL,U,?,?

| The shuttle movement of persommel byj::r‘muwas, indeed, & priceless
opportunity to enact a dress rehearsal of the camplete operation, HMany
problems, such as drop zone location by the alr corps, night assembly,

affectiveness of individuel combet loads, and the experience of flying a

large tactical formation, could have been discovered in & mess jump of
this nature, |

There is 1ittle doubt that the formations would have reached their
proper drop zones at the proper time, had some type of radar directionsl
control beern dropped with pathf:lnder perscmnel, shortly before the
scheduled drop of the Combat Teams,. _

The plamned drop time for the elements perticipating in the D mimus
1 1ift, left very little time for assembly before moomset, Consequently,
with the delay caused by fanlty navigation, meny of the troops jumped in
total darkness, which sdded immessurably to the difficuliies of night
assembly, |

The delivery of combat troops into battle by para.ehute. or glider
taker maximm sdveantage of the element of surprise, To commit airborne
troops in a drop behind thelr own lines, such es the 504 Combat Team drop,
is unwise and unsound, The airborne's main prineiples of surprise and.
shoek action are lost to the commander who so employs these troops of
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™ forces must be made sufficiently in advance to insure emough time for

' at least, of all members of the team, The distinotive batils dress of

opportunity,

Analysis of the disastrous results of the drop of the 504 Combat
Team, leads the writer to these conclusions: Commmication to fr'.‘l.andly
forces, informing them of an impending airborne operaticn in or over their
sone of action, must bet:lnely. Commmications must be thoroughly ade-
quate, and above all, when received by subordinate commsnders, 1t mst
be dlsseminated to the entire command with all possible haate and thorough-
ness, regardless of the existing situation. Secondly, when antleipating |
; fii.ght end deacent over friendly troops, the decision to use airborne

_ dissemination of the information to all friendly forces. .

In the British Operation of D mimus 1, the fallure of many of the
gliders to sustain flight to the coastline for a distemce of 3000 yards,
- shows claarly‘thatboththepilotofthetwplaneani‘thepi'l.otofthe
glider mist be thoroughly familisr with the capabilities and limitetions
of the powsrless aireraft. It is obvious that mo cognizence was taken of
the strong off-shore wind, which theae gliders encountered. The release
of gliders at a comparetively great dlstance from the targa'l:. imuld, -
‘dombtedly, mske the utmost use of the silent, speedy approach of the
craft, aml would enhance the abllity to make surprise attacks om hostlle
imtallaﬂons. However, msking such a releaaarmr water, where the '
estimate of distance is diffionlt, is mot wise and, most sssuredly, does
not cantrihlte to the morale of troops. S

£11 troops of en Army teem should be familiar with the appearance,

the airborne soldier was an item in wiich he took great pride, It was a
definite morale factor and played an important part in ereating and
neintaining the 'beng?aness and aggressiveness which characterized the men
of the airborne. It must have been a disgunsting surpriss to the men of
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.‘ their surprise and shock action ean be attained.

the 504 Combat Team to have men of the seme Army firing at them becamse
of their inability to recognize the umiform, |

In comelusion, it msy be said that the efforte of the Allied Airborme
were not in 'o'ain. Many lessons were leamsd in the operation and new
pelicies were adopted to preclude a recurrence of the sally to Sicily.

Despite the wide dispersion suffered by the troops of the 505 Combat
Team and the British Airlanding and Perachnte Brigades, they contributed
mich to the success of the amphibious 1‘aﬁﬂings and subsequent ocampaigm.
Unfortunately, the drop of the 504 Combat Team on Sicily, contributed
nothing but confusion and oostly lessons on how mot to use an airborme
it __

LESSONS

1. GComplete and willing.cooperaiion between air and airborme forces

mst bemin‘bained during the training and operational phases of a mombat

miaaion._ |
2, A wmified COmARG ox ki
——— i
during the plamning, training, and apera.tioml pha.aea to insure suceess
of a combat mission.

- o/
© . 3, Airborne troops should be. w:mly when naﬁ.mm effeet of

T b ey
PR e m ey i
L2t RR i

4, Pathfinder grcfups, transported by high:ly trainad air force

R et g i s

‘peraonnal, should prscede the mn.in airbo:me foree and guide them to the

A St SANA ST 4 1ot P e

- proper drop zone by the use of directd.onal control apparatus.

5. The decision to use airborne forcea st be nade in sufficient

b AT o B SO PR - T D O LI T T e sy

time to disaeminate pertinent infoxmation to troops concerned,

Wi

6. Alrcraft flight ple:ns nmst be aimple. Over-water corriders

e R P

should be olaared of vessels for the speaific time of flight, except :E'or _

guide ships to act as checkpoinis for change of directionm, when necessary.

[}
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7. Alrborne troops, to be decisively effective, gmst be employed

1D pesse..
8, Full scale, reallstic rehearsals, over terrain closely re-
-_—--—-""— T A Wi ot

senhlingthetarget,mgstbeapgtorthpaj:andaj:bometrm

phase of every opara.tion. | : ‘ o
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