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CPERATIONS OF cbu:Pm nC* (REINFORCED), 126TH INFAH'mY,
(328D INFANTRY DIVISION) IN A SEPARATE ACTION IN THE
AGNO VALLEY, LUZON, P,I., 30 JULY - 6 AUGUST 1945
(LOZON CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)
INTRODUCTION
This monograph covers the operation of a very small Task
Force, Task Force Farmer -- composed of Company ¢, 126th Infantry,
32nd Infantry Division, reinforced in the battle for the Mountain

Provinece, Luzon, Philippine Islands, 30 July - 6 August 1945,

The events which preceded this operation were the usual ones
for a Peeific_ﬂampaign. Early in January 1945, General MacArthur's
forces had returned to Luzon, main island of the Republiec of the |
Philippines,

The Sixth Army followed by the Eighth Army had landed and
seized initially the low open country near the beaches, (1) The
Japanese, employing delaying action, had withdrawn to'therrugged
hill masses to make their traditional last staﬁd. The pattern
set so many times before was to be used again. It was: to drive
wedges into the enemy's position; to push them further back into
the hills; to cut his-pockets of resistance into even smaller
pieces; to overwhelm same and leave others to die of disease
and stervetion in the high end unfriendly jungle mounteins., (1)

By July 1945, this plan hed been almost completed and there
were but a rewtlerge pockets remaining, One of these large |
pookets of troops was under the command of General Nishiyama in
the Carabelle mountains and it contained the 1nffemous General

Yamashite, (See Map A)

(1) A-1; Charts 51 and 59



THE GENERAL SITUATTION

Pressure had been applied to-both sldes of this pocket by
elements of the 6th, 25th and 32nd Divisions on the South and
East operating along Highway 5; and by elements of the 32nd and

~ 33rd Divisions on the North and West, with a regiment of the 32nd,

e

operating from Bagulo, the country's summer capitol, These enemy
troops were oonfineé to the highest mountalns on Iuzon and i# the
most difficult and rugged terrain., One main highway ran through
the western portion; (see Maps A and B) this road ocut through a
series of high Passes and gaps; it doubled and curved back in
many plaoes_and often had stretches that twisted over iO kilo~
meters to go forward a scant 2, Brigadier General Charles B,
Lyman commanded or exercised control over the forces engaged in
opéning the highway, In part they consisted of the 127th RCT,
lst Battalion, 126th Infantry, and 66th Infantry (Filipino Army)
and numerous guerrilla and Filipino Army Forces generally called
"Force Volckmann", The general plan of the troops on the North
was as foliows: 127th RCT would ettack north up the highway from
Baguio and meet the 66th Infantry advancing South down the high-
way, Small Guerrilla units and Filipino Army units up to
Battalion size would be used as far as practicable as attachments
or in some cases for minor individual tasks., Because of the
terrain, the 127th would attack for the most part in column of
Battalions and hoped to effect a meeting with the 66th just south
of Bugulas, The lst Battallon, 126th was in reserve in Baguio,
(2) | j |

On July 25, A Company, 126th, was alerted for the mission of
guarding the 127th Infantry's line of supply along the highway,

(2) Personal knowledge, Statement of Captain John H. Murphy,
Adjutant, 127th Infantry,



They moved out on the 26th, B Company, with a smail Guerrilla
unit attached, was moved on the 27th to the vicinity of Bokod.
as additional securlty for the rear and right flank of the Regl-
ment slowly advanocing up the highway. (3)

By the 28th of July, the 127th had.passed Balangbang Pass
(see Map B) at which point the highway ran parallel to the Agno
valley for some 40 kllometers, The valléy qontained numerous
rice fields and many small barrlos or towns; they would be any-
thing from a dozen native huts fo a 100 freme houses bullt on
stilts., Intelligence reports were scanty but Japaneﬁé activity
had been noted in the Valley by 127th patrols on the high ground
that over looked the valley (see Mep B) and the natives hadlgliB”F'
evacuated, (The natives confirmed the reports of the 127th ﬁdfrol
but their opinlons were confliéting; éﬁatﬁ;ﬁ as many estimates of
Japanese strength or aotivity as there were natives questioned.)
(4) |

On the morning of July 28, the Battalion Commapnder of the
lst Battalion, 126th &nd the Compapy Commander of Company C were
calisdlto General Lyman's headquarters and informed of the danger.
to the 127th's right flank., They were asasigned s mission "to
protlnf it by putting a forbe in the Agno valley and were told to
report any gatheripg of TJapanese forces parallel to the advance up
the highway." All available 2ssistance was offered the 1st Bate
talion in planning if it was needed and additional unite would
be attached as evailable. These additions consisted of extra
forward observer artillery parties and the lst Bgttalion, 1st
Pangasinen Regiment (Filipino Army) which was a fully recognized
guerrilld unit composed of 3 rifle companies and a heedquarters

company, (The rifle companies had 3 rifle platoons each and a

(3) Personal knowledge; (4) Personal knowledge, Statement Lt.
R. J. Peterson, I&R Platoon Leader, 127th Infantry
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smallAheadquarters Platoon; average strength pef conpany was 5
officers and 120 men,) The Headquarters and'Headquarteré Company
was 1n effect another ;irle company, its strength was also slight-
ly over 100, The Battalion had the normal ocommand and staff group
found in an American Battalion but very little communication equip-
ment and no’heavy weapons. The training of thils unit, as with
most gugrrilla; provincials, or Filipino Atmy units, was_almost
nonexistent, By American'atandards they were little better than
an ermed mob, (5) W

The Gma.ndihg General alsgso advised the C Company Commander
and the Commander of lat Battalion; 126th, that additional supply
and evacuation facilities would be unavallable exoept for an ‘ _
occasional air drop but that funds wére available to hire native
carriers, The Commanding Géneral wished to be inrbrmad of the
general plan the following afternoon, 29 July.

Upon erriving back at the Battalion area the Battalion
Gommander decided to send C Company into the valley rathar'than
move one of his’other companies, The Battalion Commander outlined
a rough scheme of maneuver, and edvised the C Company Commender to
follow it, He placed any of the facilitles of the Battalion at
the disposai of C Company's Commander, That afternoon two air
missions were flown over the valley in CUBS of the 120th FA Bat-
talion, One mission was fiown by the Company Commander and one
wég};igggiygqthe Compeny's Exzcutive Officer, who was also & plae
toon 1;ader of the 2nd pletoon, This was done to check the msaps
that had been issued and to check for signs of the enemy. The
maps proved fairly accurate judging by Pacific standards, and

numerous slgns were noted of the preaence of Jepanese troops. (6).

(5) Personel knowledge; (6) Eye witness
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The small CUBS were forced to fly, for the most part, several

.\_ H
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thousand feet above the valley's floorrbeoause of strong wind
currenta, The abrupt mountainé and stoep, winding canyons made
the operation of the planes difficult, and consequently observa=-

tion at times was gpotty. Several important points were learned

~however, the maps were grossly in error between Bugulas and

Kebayan. (See Map B} There were mountains where none gppeared
on the map and the river took several abrupt ehanges in dlirec~-
tlion where the map éhaued it to run straight, The town of Iutab
appeared to be strongly garrisoned as did Kabayan., (7) There
was a great deel of litter in the stre;ts and from the air the
rice paddies surrounding the towns showed plainly many trajls
whereo the stalks now ripe had been broken by the passage of
innumerable people,

One more flight wes thought needed, if possible, at a lower
altitude, The Company Executivé Officer was assigned this misslon

and given several gspecific points on which additional observation

was thought desirable,

-
\}- ¥

A written plan was drewn up on the evening of the 28th for
presentation to the General along with the lists of requesats:
The Force. to be called Task Force Earmgr, would be composed of
Company ¢ -~ 4 officers and 150 men, 4 heavy machine guns end
2 8l-mm morters -- with an officer and 4© of the men of Company 5 \
D; 1 officer énﬂ 20 men from Headquarters and Headquarters A
Company to act as S-4; 1 officer MAC and 1/2 Battallion ald
personnel; 3 forward observer parties previously offered; lst
Battalion, 18t Fengasian Regiment less its Battallon Commander,
a 1£.0010nel, and the Battalion Executive Officer, a Major (as it

(7) Bye witness, Statement of Lt R. J. Peterson, I&R Platoon
Leader, 127th Inrantry
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was belleved that 1t would be unadvisaeble to have officers

present who were senlor to the Tgsk Foroe Commander.,) It was

suggeated that 200 native carriers be employed for supplies and

evaouationvgﬁﬁeir drops appeared iE;?EE%IZZEIE‘riam the prior airx
except ig poasibly two places, The rorce would be

divided into four separate eombat groups, Three would consist

of a rifle platoon and a guerrilla company each, Hesdquarters

C Company, Headquarters Company of the Guerrilla Battalion and D

Company attachments would form the fourth. .One group was to

enter the valley the day prior to the start of the mission to

seoure'é base of operation; the balance of the force ybuld proceed

into the valley on the'313t. The plan of maneuver would be td

push one or more_groupa-up.the valley to a position in line with

the 12? sdvance and prepare a defensive position, The balance

of the force would then join the perimeter, leaving bahind e small

rear guard, This operation would then be repeated and the rear

guard would be moved forward to the second defensive position.

The river was to be used extensively for flank security as the

advance contlinued. Crossingdand recrossing wes contemplated

frequently if the need arose. Any deception possible would be‘

used.e;g)hny strong polnts believed beyond the capabllities of

the force would be bypasseg%\and regiment notified. Bacause of

the unreliability and poor status of training of the Guerrilla

Battalionfjsérious engagements would be avolded if at all possible,

An additional 1light machine gun was requested, giving the force

a total of 3 lights, one to each group; 6-300 radios were requested,

bhe to each rifle group'and 3 to Company Headquartera; Additional

SCR $36's were reguested to give the foroce a total of 12, Iocal

et
seourity for our supply points along the highwagﬂto be provided
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by troops now guarding the highway(aqg 1gst13@ oconsional
w.ﬂf
air missions be flown by the artillery CUBS -~ a8 ortan as

or advance. (8) _

<These requests of the C Company Commander and his plahs were
approved with one exoception, The Executive Officer of the
Guerrilla Battaiion would accompany the Battalion, However it
was firmly established that the Commander Company C was in command
and a definite succession of command was laid down from the C
Company Commander to the C company Executive Officer hnd in the
event ot their both becoming casualties, the platooﬁ leadef of D
Company was next in line of commend, After the plan was approved
by the Commanding General, dompany C set about the balance of
their preparation. (9)

THE START INTO THE VALEEY

On the morning of 30 Julky, the advance guard of Task Force
Farmer, the 24 Platooﬁl;ith B Conpany’hgt:ihed started down the
trail into the valley (see Map B] to secure and estnblish & base,
This was to be done at a bend in the river thet had been previous=-

ly designated by map and aerlal reconnaissance, All members of

this group were thoroughly briefed and told that knowledge of

their presence must be kept from the Japanese for at least twentye
four hours, K rations.ror three days were cearried by all men,
and twenty Igorot bearers acoompanied this group.' {10)

bbg £
Also, on the 30th the inltial supply dump was establliahed (C{:fp

under command of the AP Platqon leader whoa;;s to act as the Tas;”-
Force S-4, (See Map B} The belance of the 200 native carriers
were transported to the vicinity of the supply point and final
arrangements were mede a8 to thelr duties. Needed ilnstruetions

(8) Plan drawn and presented by author; (9) Personal knowledge;
(10) Personal knowledge



were given to them through 1nterpréters and they were assigned
to three approximately even groups of 50 odd- each, this was

done for better control, The thirty carriers left over were

-instrueted to form a fourth group which would later Join those

already in the valley, Each native group had a head man and a

~ -8eguendo whose pay would be slightly higher, Also, each head

man was'given a carbine, this greatly increased his prestige and
consequently control over his fifty carriers, as with these primie
tive mountain people a weapon (éspecially an American weapon)

is aymbolie wi;h power and authority. (11)

At 0600 the 31lst of July the balance of C Company, Head-
quarters and ﬁeadquarters Company, A and C Compenies of the
Filipino battalion 2nd the rest or the forees attachments en-

Lo MAP e @ -
trucked at Baguio., At 0800 the Line of DepartureAwas reached and
the-maroh into the valley began. (See Map B} The trail was s nn b’
tortuous and extremely steep and the ascouts and advance guards
were continuely stopped to allow those on the'flanks to keep in
position. Around 1400, when little more than half way down, the
1st Platoonrthe advance guard‘ran into a small epemy foraging
party in a comodie (Yam) pateh; rive_enomy were killed and at
least threéﬂ;;;e thought to have escaped, Our presence in the
valley would now be known, if ;t 3§§ﬁ:not ;iready. Speed in
closing into the prepared perimeter was now considered essential,
The flank guards which slowed the column were called in and
progress was faster, The river was reached, (12) A groasing
was made under protection of the waiting 2nd Flatoon sn hour -
before dark, A tight perimeter was'rormed'with the carriers in
the center, During the night a number of small fires wére Ob=

served in the smaell valley due north (see Map B), but nothing

(11) Bye witness; (12) Personal knowledge
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was learned about the mgin valley which was the route to. be
taken the next dey, The night was spent quietly and nothing
was heard or observed by anyone along the perimeter, (13) |

The next day, 1l August,ljust after dawn the lst Platoon and
its aﬁtached;ﬁdﬁﬁghy and a forward artillery party crossed the
river and began to move up the-valley traii; they were followed
one-half hour later by the main body., The 2nd Platoon and its
attached company and artillery party remained behind to guard and'
strengthen the_ggég}y ﬁase. Almost all the carriers were started
back up the trail to the highway under protection of one squad of
the 2nd Platoon and one Platoon of guerrillas, The lst Platoon
met no resistance although signs along the trail and in huts
adjacent indicated recent and extensive use by the enemy. A halt
was called at noon.at the end of a particularly narréw section. of
the valley, The river at this point was confined in a narrow
gorge and 1ts flow lncreased from its usual rapid rlow(is to 18
miles an hour) to a tumbling torrent. {14)

Two squads of the lst Platoon were sént ahead on reconnaia-
sance. They reported that about twenty enemy soldiers were |
building a trail block about one kiiameter ahead of us and at
the far edge of a large clearing., (See H‘p C) The squed
leaders bélieved that the enemy could be approached quite closely
from the river side, The Company Commander and lst Platoon's |
leader went forward to the edge of the clearing with Squad |
leaders, The lst Platoon leader was given the mission of reducing
the trail block. The plan was for him to take his Platoon and
one platoon of guerrillas éng‘get as olose as possible on the
enemy flank, When in positioh he would call.the Compﬁny Commander
by radio. Upon his signal three of the heavy machine guns would

(13) Eye witness; {14) Personal knowledge
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fire for two minutes from our edge of the clearing end one of
the D Company's 81's would fire fifteen rounds, attempting to
straédle the trail just beyond the enemy positions, First Pla- '
toon would attack the partially completed road blook from the
flank as sbon as the machine guns and mortars ceased firing,
This simple plan worked well; twelve enemy soldiers were killed
and'one'oommitted sulcide with a grenade.’.(l5) The lat Platoon
had two wounded, one a litter case caused by fragments by the
suicide's grenade, As the lst Platoon attacked the foad block,
2nd Platoon'szleader reported by radio that a small patrol had
run into machine gun positions 1000 yards to their south and
east. (See Map C) Ttéif patrol hed retired when fired on,

Thej also had two caéualties, both guerrillas, (16)

The Company Commander decided to establish defensive posi-

' tions for the night, at the north edge of this clearing in a
NE

heavily wooded area, at a bend in the river., The dally repert
was made to the 127th, plans were made to evacuate the wounded_
with‘the native carriers the next day &nd preliminary plans were
made for the next day and the proposed attack on Adaocay (see Map
C) thought to be held by et least two enpay platoons. The night
was spent quletly and nothing of noteAreported by the perimeter.
(17) | : '

 AUGUST 2, The 3@ Platoon with A Company attached moved out

at 0530 followed hytéompanyéﬁeadquarters, H@apon Platoon anﬂ L
Headquerters Company Guerrillas, lst Flatoon with Company c o
formed the rear guard, Around 1000, 3rd Platoon radioced that it
had halted 1nla banana grove several hundred yards from the out=-
skirts of Adeocay, & town of approximately 40 native huts, a

church and a large school house, Two 5eman patrols were sent

(15) Eye witness; (16) Personal knowledge; (17) Personel
knowledge
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out with 3CR £36's - one on each side of the town. They roported.
the placp deserted to all appearances. ' The force moved into the
town with two Platoons moving théough the houses on the left of
the trall and twe platoons moving through the houses on the

right of the trall. As thelr leading elements entered the last
few houses, three enemy soldiérd tried to run froﬁ_hidimg in a
shed to the rear of one of the native huts. As they were firsd
on, several more Japaness hidiné undef the church, whieh was
bullt on 2-foot stilts, opened fire on the guorrilias, who had
byrassed them. Headguarters Peraonnel, Q'QOmpany, promptly bowled
hand grenadses under the ehufeh, but nct‘ﬁgéi{;one guerrilla had
been killed. One man of th§ 1st Platoon and two guarfillas ware

, wounded_by the four enemy soldlers found under the churech, only
three of whom were armed. (19) 127£h was informed that Adsoay
had been reached. Regimental S-3 ordered the Company Commander to
remain in the vieinity of Adacay and awalt orders to move (a
sectiqn ofgjﬁp“highla;:iad been blown, again holding up the
regiment). (19) o

At this point the Company Commander had three pressing.
problems: ‘ | _

(1) Hia base, now that the carriers had returned with a full
load, had a large amount of rations snd emmunition - sufrieiant
for 4 dﬁys normal operations. His main force had been resupplied
by small groups of earriers and had supplies for at least 1% day,
to continue to bulld up the dump at the rear base would make 1t
difficult to move, amd (20)

(2) As the force moved up the valley the slready long supply
lines would stretech still farther. Evascuation of wounded to the
highway was now over 18 hours, not counting ﬁalts for darkness.

(18) Personal knowledge; (19) Statement of Col. Frank W. Kurphy,
Commanding 127 RCT; (20) Personal knowledge
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(3) He could not.nornally.expact another nighﬁ free frem
attack. Almost any sort of organlzed or prepared attack, because
of the 500 poorly trained guerrillas, must be avolded and
especlally one at night.

The first problem could possibly be solved by an alr
reconnalssance misalon by the artillery cuba. One of the native‘
seguendos had reported the exlatence of a trall between Apunan
on the highway and the village of Kabayan. (8ee Map C) If this .
trall aetually exlated and EKabayan was reached the supply and
evacuation route eould be cut to 8 hours. The cubs were ssked to -
find this trall. Alsc, the 3-4 (A%P Platoon leader) was ordered
to check on 1ta existence and 1if hs‘found it to reconnolter 1t as
best he could. The plan to avold asaight atteck was simply to with-
draw to an unknown position. at night and if the enemy attacked, let
him find a vacated position. The last Platoon was sént across fhﬂ
river to Efgo%ifto find a suitable position feor the perimeter,

An excellent oné was found egfly in the afternoon on a large,

rocky, flat knoll heavily overgrown with high bushes. (See Map C)
Positions for each platoon of the entire force were lald out and.
arrsangements made roria gulde to take each platoon into its position
a3 1t erossed the river. Wire was strung across the river under
water to asalst the men in croassing. A feow minutes before dark

the 13t echelon - the 8lmm and 60mm moriar men - moved out of the
towmn. The rest of the forece followed end the center of Adaocay was
thoroughly booby trapped. ‘(21)

The position in Kagosit was about 800 yards due eﬁat of
Adacay, The D Company Platoon Loadef had volunteered to remain

(21) Eys witness
] 14



on the Adacay 8ide of the river with one of pia Sergeants and had
dug-in in a thicket at the edge of the'river bank, They were

sbout 250 yards from the town. Mortars were set up as soon as
possible with the ald of a Séetion Sergeant who had previously
erogsed with the lst Platoon. The balance of the force took up 1ts
posltion In the perimeter and settled foﬁ the night. A few minutes
after 0100 a grenade exploded in the town and was Immedlately
followed by 2 others. The two S8lmm and two 60mm mortars commenced

firing. Ths~anpany Platoon Leador, in an exclted tone, attempted

N.to give aonsing. Tha nortars fired until esch had hut 20 rounds
‘left. The observer rsportod that he eonld not tell definlte

results but that most of the fire had landed near the center of the
town. Two more booby traps exploded and the rest of the night was
spent qnigtly. Several perimeter guards later reported hearing
heavy splashes in the river. (22) |

AUGTST 3. As soon &s 1t was light the next day a squad of
the 3rd Platoon was seit across the river to aacertain the damage
of the night before. This proved useless, although the buildings
had sﬁffered considerable damage, little else could be learned as

. to results - or as to the number of Japaneae casualtles, one or

"y _
two remaining booby trapaj:is plcked up and the squad returned.

The rear base was ordered to move forward with all 1its

supplies, -This meant a double load for the carrlers hence their

progress would be slow. A squad of the lst Platoon and a Platoon-'
of Guerrillas ware sent back along the trall to meet them at a
prearranged spot. This was done for additional protection as the

bulk of the Force's supplies were on this carrier train. The '

(22) Peraonal knowledge
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balanece of the lat Platoon and its attached company were sent out

ﬁFon two patrols - one to Apunan, and ons to Bila, (See Map D) R

Both towns were to be partially burned, Bila to be burned at

least one hour after Apunsan. A4s these barrios were on a good_trail

o Bokod, a sizeable town scme 25 mlles south and east. It was
hoped that this might deceive the enemy inte belleving that Boked
was our objective, _
Around 1500 the rear bese with all its personnel and suppliea

had elosed inte the perimetsr, one carrier had been drowned in

‘making their first river crossing that morning. (23) During_ppo

b

=

of the-regular reports to Regiment, the Commanding officer asked
permission to move the next day to Lutsb. (8ee Map D) Thisa

request was granted, also the existence of the suspected trall was

" eonfirmed by Regiment. (See Map D) The 1st Platoon's patrols

[
A e A

wkf;érgturned sbout 1800 with two wounded. The Guerrillas returned

. loaded dowmn with vhatever they could earry from the houasehold

effects of the two villages. The Patrcl Leader, the lst Platocn
Leader, ccmplained that they had been of little uwse te him all day
and attributed his two wounded men dilrectly to their lack of

support. (24) This was not the firat time the Filipino soldiers

had perforned‘peérly and punishment of some kind was needed, The

two offending Platoons were made firat to take sll the articles

taken from the towns and throw them into the river. Then they were
assigned torset up their own ﬁorinoter some 700 yards north of the
rest of the forces In addition to dizeiplining them, for they

were quite worried about leaving tha.pretectién of the main perimeter

this alsc secured and partislly protected the best means of

(23) Statement of Lt. Gordon B. Ingram, Company G, Executive Orfiebr;
(24) Statement of Lt. Olen Johnmson, Platcon Leader
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approach to the main body's position, During the night the
artillery obaervers who had been 1nact1ve 8o far had their
battalions fire concentrations on Lutab and on seiaral small
towns in the valleys in the west, (See Map D) (25)

AUGUST L., At 0700 on the Lth of August the entire force
movedlout heading for Luteb with the exception of a few carriers
and their escort who were to evacuate the wounded, one of whom
had died during thé night despite the.erforts of Lt Geiok, the -
MAC, At 0800 the 2d Platoon leader reported they had reached the
trailljunotion. (See Map D) Following the prearranged plan of
the night before the 24 and 34 platoons with their attached
companies took the higﬁer and right trail to Iutab, The 1lat
Platoon and its atteched company followed by Company Headquarters
end the carriers and with Guerrilla Headquarters Company forming
the rear guard took the 1owe} and less exposed trail, 300 radio
contact was maintained between groups and the lead elements of
both columns were kept'abreast. A position 900 yards south of
Lutab was reached at 1100 hours, Here the two trails ran closely
together, (See Map D) Final plans and a short reconnaisseance
were made before taking the town. Resistance was light; two men
of the 34 platoon were wounded, (26) The platoons and companies
took up theif prearranged defensive positions and the perimeter
was organized with the cerrlers spread throughout its center,

The large supply dump was set up under the direction of the lst
Sergeant, Two patrols ware sent out to recomnoiter the route to
Kabayan, Around 1600 the oeﬁter of the town received mortar fire
from several 90-mm mortars, (27) It did little damage to C
bompany personnel but inflicted some on the guerrillas who had
not completed.disging in., A number of therguefrillas panicked

(25, 26, 27) Eye witness
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and ran wildly about, After two good concentrations the mortars

coased firing, a section of the heavy mechine guns had in the

meantime fired on aeveral likely OP*'s, The 2nd Platoon had only

a few seratches. The guerrilla easualties were: L dead and 7
wounded dnd also & few of the carriers hurt.. The Ald Station
spent a rather busy evening, especiélly 80 a8 the casualties

could not be évacuated. (28) Evacuation had to walt until
Kabayan was taken end the new trail reached., (See Map E)

Patrols returned around 1800 with some valuable information, (29)
They reported the existence of a.éwinging cable bridge across the
river 100 yards aouth of Kabayan, This bridge wes guarded by a
few enemy-soldiers. They also reported that south of Kabayan a
flat area of amall rice paddies end garden patches would enable
the Force_to attack on a wider front than was usually used but
that we would have to oross 150 yards of completely bare ground,
Lastly, they had encountered a native and had forced him to
return with them, this man provided information about the strength
in Xebayan, 70 Japanese and some machine guns, One other impore
tant point was an enemy\observ&tion post east of the town on a
high hill from whioh they could see Lutab and the rice paddies on
its outskirts, (See Map E) That evening partial plans were made

to attack Kabayan, The Ccmpany Commander would use the lst and

;3rd platoons and their attached ccmpanies and all additional BAR

'?jmen in the entire force woulq\acoompany them, This was a total

of about 50 BAR's. Also 2 light machine guns and 2 6018,
Artillery wéuld‘probably not be used but one observer would
eccompany them, The balance of the Force would remain'behind
under command of the 2nd Platoon leader (the Company Exec) until

(28) Eyo witness; Partial Report, Sgt Chester Williamson,
(29) Peraonal knowledge
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ordered forward, Those remalning at the rear base must be pre-
pared to move out 10 minutes after receipt of movement orders.
AUGUST 5. A little over an hour berofe dawn, the advanoe
column left the perimeter, they moved as rapidly as possible,
(30) At the first light they were well over half way to Kabayan
and under the lea of the hil} which obscured them from the Jap
OP. (See Map E) TFrom then on progress was slow, ’The column
moved off the trail but continued parallel to 1t, keeplng as
close as posslble and teking advantages of the excellent conceal~
ment orre:ed by the heavy undergrowth, At 0800 the edge of the
| fields south of Kabayan 3%92 reached by the lead scouts, After
a hasty reconnsissence by the company commander a plan simllar to
that made the evening before was adopted. The lst and Brd Platoons
were to attack abreast, one platoon cp#ering the advence of the
otherkby fire. Additional BAR men would be divided evenly. This
'gave each platoon a strength of about 45 and over half of that 45
were BAR's. There were no good fields of fire or poéitions for
the machine guns,' They were to follow the qampanyweommander,
echeloned to the reer and 25 paces apart and with the lst aguad
25 paces behind the company commander, One guerrills company
would selze the bridsq, one company would be in reaserve lesg one
platoon which would follow the 3rd platoon on the right. The
mortars would initially hit the center of the town and walk thelr
fire back to the far side of the town unless directed to fire on
other targets, The attack started on a signal from the Company
Commander's messenger, the lst platoon moved forward rapldly
across the small gerden patches and rice paddlies supported by the
fire of the 3rd platoon and using marching fire as they advanced

on the outskirts of the town, They halted at a strong stone wall
(30) Eye witness
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25 yards from the first group of houses, and they had covered
almost 100 yards before the first men was hit. (31) The 3rd
Platoon then moved up on the line with the'lst platoon at the
wall from which position both platoons took up the final assault. .
The Japanese had been caught completely by surprise apnd resis-
tance although partiecipated in by‘almost all the enemy was une
orgaenized and ineffectual. Within 15 minutes both platoons had |
reached the north edge of the town. (32) The enemy had been
| cleared from Kebayan, a few snipers continued to fire from posi-
tions ﬁart way up the hill that they used as an QP, 'This wes
extreme rifle range and very inaccurate, however the mortars and
the machine guns soon drove them back over the top of the hill
and'gut of range, The guerrillas had meantlime seized the bridge
and the reserve was moved up to take their part in the redrgan1~
zation and defense of the town. '(33y‘ There wefé‘oter 50 enemy
dead; our casualties were 3 killed aq@ﬂ? wounded; guerfiilas
2 killed end 3 wounded. The rear base in Lutab was contacted by
radio and ordered to move forward, e platoon was sent back along
the trail to meet them, The rear bage closed into the perimeter
around noon, Carriers were hurried through their mid-day meal
and most of them were immediately started up the new trall under
a strong guard., The casualties were littered out with them, those
that had ocourred in the taking of Kabayaﬁ and also those who
had been wounded the day before. With them went about a half
dozen men who had jungle ulcers or jungle rot. The Medico had

urged their evacuation. (34) The present position in Kabayan

L e
T I

was reported to Regiment, now approaching Mt., Osdung.,

(See Ha?IE). Regiment ordered the Force to remain in Kabayan
(31, 32) Eye witness; (33) Personal knowledge; (34) Eye witness

20



and hold the crossing, The River at this point was extfemely
swift and unfordable, Rapids extended from.Kabgyan down stream -
to Lutab and up stream for about two miles, Aési%iEnﬁl orders
were to continue with a strong force up the valley to eventually
effect a junction with the 127th et or near Buguias; as per‘the
original mission, (35)

The 2nd platoon with its attached company was assigned this

- task, The Company Commander reinforced this group with two light

3
y N

machine guns and a 60—mm jungle mortar, A dozen of the remaining
carriers were also attached as extra bearers. The 2nd Platoon
moved out around 1400, Their objectiveﬁp small mountain to the
right er=dd. of the main trail and two or three miles north of
Kabayan, At 1800 the 2nd Platoon reported that they had estabe
lished a perimeter approximately three miles up the trail, They
could not define their position any oloser, the map was so greatly
in error that it was practically useless, (See Map E)., The
balance of the foroce orossed the river té e better defensive
position on the west side. (See Map E) The platoon of guerrillas
and a squad of the 1lst Platoon remained on the far gide to guard
the approach torthq bridge. The night was spent quietly on fhe
perimster, (36) A great deal of artillery and mortar fire was
heard apparently to tpa north and asome firing at a lesser distance
to the south. Beoaus; of the mountains, continuel wind in the

valley sound had already been extremely to locate,

THE IAST DAY
AUGUST 6, Early next morning security patrols were sent
out on both sides of the river and edditional defensive installa-
tions were constructed, Around 0900 2 natives, both wounded by

(35) Personal knowledge; (rders of Major Schwartz, 8-3, 127th
Infantry; (36) Personal knowledge
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grenades, were brought to the Commend Post by one of the bridge
guards, They told a curious storyj;—along with five others, two
of whom were womeh they hed hidden in the.hills aoross the river
from Lutab for several weeks, they saw our force take Iutab on
the Lth of August, It had been their intention to cross the
river and put themselves under our protection, They had waited
until the next day to cross the river. Their progress hed been
slow for fear of running into any of the enemy and when they
finally entered Lutad they found our forces gone, They then
deoided to spend the night in Lutab, end try to join us the next
dey, During the night a few_Japanese had attacked the town, (37)
. In the darkness these natives had either been misteken for Ameriean
soldiers or had been attacked out of spite. The other five had .
been killed they were quite surg;and they did not know whether
or not the enemy remeined in Lutad after the attaock, They had
hidden in the underbrush and had slipped out while the Japs were
still in the town. Ohe of these natives wanted the Company
Commander to send a patrol back to Lutab for the bodies 6f two of
his reletives, This of course could not be done, At 1200 hours
the 2nd Pletoon reported that they had readhed the point they
estimated to be a mile or two south of Bugulas, (See Map F)

They had kllled seven of the enemy during the morning advance and
had found them all in groups of two's or three's, evidently
stregglers from the fighting on the highway. (38) At 1400 the
2nd Platoon leader rediced that his force had been hit and wes
pinned down, he had only six or eight casualties but couldn't
move & man without getting him hit, Two of his guerfillas Plea-
toons, the only ones not pinned down, had taken off and he

(37) Personal knowledge; Late Statement of Colonel Yoshtomi,
Commanding 58 Brigade; (38) Statement of Lt, Gordon B. Ingram,
Platoon Leader,
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didn*'t know what he could do, (39) He explained his situation
rurther. That morning; they met no resistance and he hed pushed
his secouts hard in an attempt to reach Buguias or 1its outskirts
a8 soon as possible, At one point the river ran through a8 DArTOW
steep gorge for about 400 yards, (See Map E) In order to save
time in passing through this gorge #e declded to hold two
guerrlilla platoons back at the entrance to the gorge and to hurry
on through with his platoon and the other guerrillas, When they
_were half way through they noticed a party of Japanese golng in
the opposite direction and on the opposite side of the gorge.
They were at a distance of, at the most, 300 feet and slightly
lower on another trail, The gorge was bare of almost all vege-
tation and why neither saw'the other was difficult to understand,
The 2nd Platoon and the guerrillas fired first tumbling a number
of the Japs off the trail and down many hundred feet imto the |
river below, None of the men had continued on to the mouth of
the gorge to protect thelr front which had now actually become
their flank, A machine gun later joined by another opened up
from scmewhere in the rear of the Jap column, Every one hit the
trail and although they had taken casualties initially they took
no more as long a3 they were prone and protected by the smell
hollow in back.of the trell's edge. The Jap's were still enough
below 8o that the edge of the trail and the slight hollow behind
it afforded p;otection; but if the enemy found a wey up the sfeep
wall on their side, they would have been able to place fire'on-
these troope. The 2nd Platoons attached machihe guns were also
pinned down and its lone mortar had used up all its ammunition
and gotten no resulta.\;The Company c¢ould not reach the platoon

with their 81-mm mortars so it wes plenned to use artillery,

(39) Personal knowledge; Statement of Lt, Gordon B. Ingram
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The 2nd Platoon's forward observer's radio was out but by use of
the 300 and reléy through one of the other artillery observer's
radios a rire misslon was called. As the gorge was narrow and
qulte steep the 2nd Platoon artillery observer requested high
angle flre, The missioq was somewhat delayed due to the radio
rqlay and over a dozen rounds were used to adjust. ¥inally the
artlllery was zeroed in, With each wolley a few men.were able to
run back elong the trail out of the gorge, The artillery was
most effective and one or two instances it started minor land
slides, Onece the platoon leader got his machine guns out and
set up the Japanese were roreed_to withdraw and he was ﬁble to
evacuate his casualtlies, (40) Eis casualties were: 2 killed
and 3 wounded, 4 guerrillas killled, 3 carriers killed and 2
wounded. A bypass route was found shortly and the force again
started for Buguias at 1700, They reached a small knoll at its
outskirts around 1800, just as the 2nd Battallon 127 entered the
town from the east, (See'Hap E) A junction had been made and
that phase of the operation over, (hl) ¢ Company and its attached
guerrillas hed completed their mission and hoped to be relieved.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In Btudying ﬁhis operation, the end of the war greatly helped
in forming opinions, I was able to telk, mostly through inter=-
preters, to.the commanders of surfenﬂering units whq had rought
against us actively; or whose units had. These commenders in-
cluded two general officers, several full colonels, and a number

of field grade and company grade officers,

{40) Personal knowledge; Statement of NGO, 2nd Platoon and
Statement of Lt. Gordon B, Ingram, Platoon Leader; (41} Personal
knowledge
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I believe that the entire operation of C Gompaﬁy and its
attached battalion was unnecessary, and a iaste of man power,
rations, ammunition, and the pay received by the carriers, The
flank and rear of the Regiment could have been much better pro-~
tected, at a smaller cost than 6ver 60 killed and wounded, 1if
the force had been stationed along or near the main highway and
had patrolled to the flank, I doubt if any real protection was
given the regiment at all except as possibly by creating a.minof
diversion. As to warning the regiment of an 1mpend1hg flank
attack, it could have been better done by troop outposts, stationed
near the exposed flank and spread over a wider'aréa. This is
eapecielly true when you realize thatrc Goméany'aﬁd ita attach-
ments were seldom able to observe or control more than a scant
two or three milea along its line of advance, Algo, any crossing
of the river a few miles ahead,gé“behind would have been un«
observed,

ﬁith the end of the war a week later and the subseguent
surrender of Japanesge troops, CHGompany arranged for the surrender
of a large number of priscners, They included the remnants of
one Japanese ind;pendent mixed brigade, part of ﬁnother brigade,
part of an imperial diviaion_and several other smaller units,

A total of over 2500 troops and before the Company was relieved,
they negotiated for the surrender of additional hundreds., All of
these troops had been in the general viecinity of C Company's
operation, at least within a day or sot's march of C Company's
various perimeters,

It is hardly good military tacties to send one rifle company
and 500 untrained militiemen into an erea containing several
thousand and more of the enemy, especially so when any avallable

supporting tr00ps are a 12 to 24 hours distant, Adeguate
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intelliéencs could and should have been ascertained as to
Japanese strength and disposition beforehand, I believe that
the higher echelons took & decided risk with this force. Nﬁt a
calculated risk at all but one based on poor guess work with no
thought at all given to supporting or reinforcing ¢ Company if
the need arose, ' |

’

Surprise, extreme good ro:tune, and the fact that the ad=

! vance was made parallel to and in front of an enemy MIR and also

' parallel and behind an outpost line are the only reasons the

entire force was not attacked, surrounded and destroyed.

Lack of adeguate qommunications prevented the enemy from
organizing in time for eny worthwhile attack, With his communi=-
cation dependent almost entirely on messenger and the terrain
difficult to negotiate, we had 1in mqst cases moved before he
could group a force sufficlently large to attack., One other
faot that helped C Company waa poor disposition of the Japanese
troops, one commander held the outpost line and another oommﬁnder
responslble to a different headquarters helﬁ the MIR, Their
6rders also had been vague and their responaibilities concerning

any action 1n the velley itself poorly defined, Both were

reluctant to move from their primary defensive positions and

attack us in any strength in places they considered outside of
their limiting polnts,

The enemy alzo discounted first reports of our presence 1n

‘the valley and stubbornly,believed'that any American attaok

would come from the highway headed in an easterly direction

against their positions of Mts Libung, Akl, and Ambubungan,

(See Map B)
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The 2d Platoon leader, through & _grave l:a:!'rér of several
baslc rules of tactles, jeopardized and alﬁo§t.lost over half
his entire.rorce of 150 mén. 150 men are often too large a
nunber to entrust to the command of an extremely junlior lieutenant
during his first campaign, Also, the lives of a thousand men are
too great a responsaiblility to be placed on a company commander,
This is especlally true when the type of terraln 1s considered,
My past experlence had been restricted to jungle warfare, I was
totally ignorant, for the most part, of employment of troops 1n
the open terrain which was encountered on several oécasions.

I was unable to emplo& the 4th Guerrilla Company having no addi-
tional rifle units whichfpouid be attached, Their training and
lack of dependability made it impossible to use them alone,
Thias company consumed about 1000 rations that were hand carried
over difficult trells and could provide nothing to the operation,
Obviously, I should have foreseen this.

~Po summarize results, the Task Force accomplished its

mission, It effected the Junction at Buguies and the Regimental

Flank was not attacked.

However, little of a'tactical_nature.was éainad and no worth

. while ground held with the exception of the bridge at Kabayan,

'HThe enemy loat some equipment, some materiel, that he could not

:replace and had suffered over 150 dead, Our losses in materiel

were slight and casualtles much less,

e
| LESSONS
Some of the lessons learned in this operatlon are:
; 1. Placing a Company Commapder of one unit over a battalion

or acting battalion commender of another unit often mekes for

hesitancy of command,
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%wf;;ukf 2, Speed of movement 1s essentlal to an inferior force.

‘T Pr R A .-

It enables 506 to strike at weakly derended points ‘and retire or
O ‘pass on the*positions of safety,

3« Complete communicatioqe are essential to successful

e, ookt oot T A, M AR e B AL e & "ﬂ_ ,h
2.

operations, 4Additlonal radios can often be put to good_use.
Le Reaerveewehould be placed so that they can be quickly
w0 a 1employed. They must be ln a position to influence the actions
;iﬁﬂ‘; decisJ:ely. ﬂﬁﬂdjﬁafwww;ﬁhf ,

S5e Aﬂequate intelligenoe4by higher headquarters 1s a

iy e T A ks P o e ke 7' R Kok B iy

necessity, and is frequently omitted.

—

6. Good NCO's who have been given responsibility in paet

s g g A T

operations will perrorm well when _respongibility is 1lntelligently

P il

increased, As an example, good squad leaders ln many cases
.oreditaoly oommanﬁed guerrilla platoons,

7. When extra combat troops in any sizeable number are
attached to a oompeny@{eome provision must bte made to add a small

starf.
- 8. Knowledge of the onemy“s character, habite, national

12

traits ﬂgb-a decided a@vantage.

9+ Deception can confuse the enemy and help both an attaock

=T e T et

or a defense,

10, High angle artillery fire can be brought in quite

close to the troops if fired on a rar slope of & steep and
narrow canyon, Shorts are then not shorts but merely rounds E
that lapnd below the intended ocenter of impact,

11, Aerial reconnaissance can be?of great help in planning
and oan be advantageously used during:the oonduot of an opera=

tion,
12, Failure to post proper local eecurity elements is often

ars e ot
- T e e,

fatal,
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13, Varied terrain calls for different tactics, Jungle

TETA A A b e w2 A e .
dad ‘\-‘!N"“m

fighting can't be used in open country and vice versa,
14, Surprise 1s one of the heet weapons @ commander has,

It will orten spell the difference between quick succeas and

long costly fighting,
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