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CPERATIONS OF THE 2D BATTALION, 120TH INFANTRY
(20TH TNFANTRY DIVISION) AT MORTAIN, FRANCE,
6 - 12 AUGUST 1944
(NORTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGHN)

(Personasl Experience of a Company Commender)

ORTEN TATION

INTRODIICTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 2d Battallon,
120th Infantry Regiment, 20th Infantry Division, in the de-
fense of MORTAIN, PRANCE, 6 - 12 August 1944, during the
"Ereakout™.

To enable the reader to fully understand and appreclate
thls actlon, 1t will be necessary to review the major plans and
preceeding operations of higher headquarters.

Irn June 1944 the U, S. First Armj and the British Second
Army succegsfully invaded the NORMANDY coast of FRANCE. The
mission was "to secure o lodgement area on the continent from
which further offensive operatlions could be developcd“.' (1)

The inltisl miesion was asccomplished and the Allies pro-
ceeded to expand their beachhead. The slow, costly, bitter
battles of the hedgerows ensued. Finally on 25 July 1944 the
Allies held sn east-west line from CAEN through CAUMONT and ST.
LO to the west coast. (Sese Map A) N

From this 1ine Operation "Cobra" was launched and a pene-
tration was effected in the S8T. LO ares. First Army then raced
south. On 6 August 1944 First Army had advancefl as lar south
as MAVENNE and held the line showﬁ on Map A. (2)

Cn 1 August 1944 General Pstton, with his Third Army, re-

(1) A-1, p. 126
(2) A-2, Situation Map #1



ceived responsibility for the area on First army's rijht. At
this time the Hhritish secured the high ground between the VIRE
and the ORNE RIVERS and continued to keep pressure on the enemy's
right flank. Resistance on the enemy left flank crumbled and
, the leng ewaited breskout was aschieved. (3)

The T, 5. 30th Infantry Division landed in FRANCE during
the period 13~14 June 1944 and launched its first attack on 15
June 1944, The division participated in the hedgerow battles
and was one of the spearheéd divisions in the ST. LO break-

through, snd was now a part of XIX Corps of First Army. (4)

GENERAL SITUATION AND PLANS

First Army planned to take advantage of this situation znd
inflict the zreatest possible camage to the enemy. Th{s was to
be done by retaining power in the center of the sector and
striking a crossblow at the enemy's crumbling left flank. In
order to carry out this plan ﬁhere were some shifts of Torps
boundaries, and consequently a shifting of divisions between
Corps was necessary. |

On 5 Auvgust 1944 the U, 3. 30th Infantry Divislon was
shifted from XIX Corps to VII Corps. VII Corps now wes com-
posed of the lst, 4th, 9th and 30th Infantry Divisions and the
23 Armored Division, and was deployed on the right flank of |
First Army. The sdvance of the entire First Army had slowed

, down epprecliably; enemy resistance was stiffening. Apparently
é the enemy had bolstered his left flank and was concentrabting

: power in the vieinility of MORTAIN. (5)

Rl Y

Hlements of the lst Divisglon had reached MORTAIN, con-

5) &%, 7. 274
{(4) fa-4, p. 16
(5) s’!\;-g’ p. 4!
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solidated positiona, end were sy iressively patroling to the
front. These npatrols met increasingly strong resistance and
on several occaslions encountered armor. This proved later to

be a part of the srmor Field Marshal von Kluge had me.ssed for

~his 1ll-fated drive to AVRANCHES and the sea. (6)

The most critical terrain in the areas lay In the viei-

nity of MORTAIN and extended west to the sea. The town of

{ “CRTAIN formed a road junction of north-south and east-west

roads leading west to AVRANCHES. There were two meain roads
leading from NORTAIN to AVRANCHES. Detween these two roads lay
commanding; zround, the highest point belng HILL 314, control of
PO

this ground meant control of the roads. There were numerous
secondary roads in the area, all of which would support heavy
traffic. (7) (See ilap B)

On 5 August 1944 the 30th U. S. Division passed to the
control of VII Corps and was ordered to progressively relleve
tle 1st U. S. Division as soon as possible. Relief of the 1st

Division would allew VIT Corps to extend its line and to com-

tinue knifing into the enemy's flank and rear. (3)

ENEMY DISPOSITIONS -- 4 AUGUST 1944

On 4 August 1944 the bulk of the German 7th Army, minus
XXV Corps, faced the U. S. First Army with IT Parachute Corps
orl the northern flank. Extending south was LiXIVY Corps and
XLVII Panzer Corps, with LIZXI Corps protecting the southern
flenk. The ALVII Psnzer Corps was comprised of the 116th ?an-
zer Division, 278th Infantry Division, the lst, 2ad and 10th S.3.

Penzer Livisions. These units were locabed to the east and

(6} &a-3, p. 236
(7) Personal knowledge
(2) A-5, € hAugust 44



southeast of MORTAIN. (9) (4Approximete locations chown on
-

Man A)

DISPOSITION OF THE 120TH INFANTHY

On 2 August 1944 the 30th Divislon as a whole passed Into
XIX Corps reservs, The 120th Infantry was glven a well earned

rect in the vicinity of TESSY-SUR-VIRE during the periocd = - 4

August 1944. Reorganize and rest was the order until 5 August

1944, when the regliment was alerted for moverment. (10}

TEE BATTALION STITUATION

On 2 August the 2nd Battallion was ordered into a rest arez
in the vicinlty of TE3SY-SUR-VIRE. The battallon welcomed this
opportunity to rest ond especislly to reorganize. The fishting
around TESSY had been flerce and casualtles were heavy.

During this period replacements were recelved, the men

wers paid, given showers and clean clothes. The battalion was

completesly re-equipped. U.3.0. shows and Red Cross Coffee .

Wagons were nearby. Réplacements had the opportunlty to ac-
gquaint themselves wlth the men, non-commissidned officers and
platoon leaders of thelr respective platoons. This situation
was rare indeed.

A1) was not play however., On compsny level previous com-
bat lessons were taught to the replacements and, much to the
disgust of all concerned, small unit tactlical maneuvers were

practiced snd studied. liorale was extremely hich. (11)

S &-2, p. 4
(10) &4-10, p. 453
(11} Personal knowledge
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MOVELBENT TO HORTAHATIN

At 052024 August the 120th RCT recelved the order to move
by motor from the vicinity of THSSY-SUR-VIRE to the town of
PI'RCY, where the convoy would be met by gulides and conducted to

s S
WORTAIN. The mission was to relisve the 13th Infantry, lst In-~
e

2 fentry Division. Leading elements of the RCT crossed the I1.P.

et 060130 August. The move south to MORTAIN, a distance of ap-
proximately 45 miles, was uneventful and the regiment closed
into its assembly area ét about 061000 August.

The Regimental Commander, having recciﬁed no information

other than a movement order and his mission, preceded the rezl-

- ment to MORTATMN. The information recelved from the 13th In-

fantry Cowmmander regarding the enemy was favorable though
sketchy. The zrea had been comparatively quiet and apparently
there wog no iramedlate threst. As a result the front llne bat-

talions went into line with only informatioqléélgéémfrom Dat-

et et

‘talion and Compasny Commsnders of the 13th Infantry. A physical

~deylight relief was decided upen by the two Regimental Com-

‘manders, (12}

NARRATTONW

€ AUGUST: THE FIRST DAY AND NIGHT AT MORTAIN

The 2d Eattalion, 120th Infantry, with X Company attached
and two platoons of Taenk Destroyers and one platoon fram'the
A. T, Company in support, were to relisve the 1lst Battzlion,
18th Infantry and attackhments on the high ground east of MOR-

TAIN.

(57 A=10, 7. 23



The 2d Zattalion Commander snd staff proceeded 4o the
lst Battalion, 18tk Infantry C.P. Cuides were furnished from
each compeny and the Company Commanders went on & reconnealssance
¢f thelr respective areas. 1In the meantime the battalion was
being moved forward on foot by the Battalion Executive Officer.

The order to move hed been executed so rapidly, it had
been impossible for regiment to secure maps cof this area. TFow-
aver the 2d Eattallon S-2 secured 2 few large scaie mapsa from
the 1st Battslion, 18th Infentry, scarcely enough for a company.
In addition the Company Commanders of the 1lst Battal fon turned
their maps over to the relieving companies, These had been in
use for several days and were crumpled and badly marked.

To effect the fastest relief possible the exact positions
of the 1lst Rattalion, 18th Infantry, were taken over by the 24
Battalion, 120th, with the exception of the tanks of the lst
Battalion, 18th., The 2d Rattalion hed no tanks, elther attach-
ed or in support st thls time., As 2 consequence ths 24 Sat-
talion hed no reserve. Wire nets were left in place, and the
filre plen of the lst Zattaslion, 18th Infantry, wes accepted by
the 24 Battelion Commander until such time as he could formulate
nis own. The 2d battalion completed the relief and accepted
responsibility for the area at approximately 761350 August.

(12} (14} (See Map C)

It mist be pcinted out st this time that the positions
prepared by the 1st Bettalion, 18th Infantry, were for a hesty
defense only and were never intended toc contaln a strong counter-
attack. Although they were sufficlent for s hasty defense they

were far from catisfactory for a sustained defense. The lins

) A-1C, p. 48
) Personal krowledge
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was of necessity erxtended snd thinly held. The Battallon Com-
mand snd Cormpany Cormanders were filly aware of thls =2nd planned
to improve the position with fortifications, mines, etec., s&s
soon as they became available, Unfortunately‘these intended
improvements never came 4o DESS. |

The 1lst Battzlion, 18th Infantry, had scarcely cleared the
area ﬁhen the first siyns of enemy activity appeared. AL ap-
proximately 1430 hovrs z lone enemy plane was sighted overhead.
Shortly thereafter a uroup of five enermy planes were sighted
anid bhombing cduld be heard well to the rear. A1) of thoe com-
manders were very much concerned over this since this was the
first deylight alr offensive the battalion had ecver encounter-
ed, The battalion was alerted and continned to improve indi-
vidual positions as much as possible., Digging was difficvlt,
the ground was hard and rocky, snd Iin some places sclld rock
was encountered elght inches helow the surface. The ertillery
and cannon ohservers arrived and rezlstered thelr protectlve
fires. With the exceptlon of the ailr activity, all had been
quiet.

' The kitchens had sccompanied the battalion on the move
gountr. and at dusk a hot megl was served and two ¥ ration units
issued to each men for brezkfast =nd dirner the following day.
The area was extremely qulet and seemed much 1ike the rest area
of the Aday befors.

Perhaps the battalion was suffering s false sense of se-
curitv. If so, poasibly the following factors contributed to;
it: a., There was no concréte information regsrding the enemy;

b. The move to NORTATIY had been made with no enemy conteact.




The French civillisns hed lined the roads, cheeringz, throwing
bouguets and offering drirks at every halt. One could easily
feel that the Cermans would not stop short of the RiINl., If
such 8 feelin, existed, 1t wss quickly squelched. (18)

4t approximately 070100 dugnst the enemy leaunched his at-
teck 1n force. Striking from the east and southeast he gulck-
1y overrsn the roadblock south of MORTATN, and in s matter of

‘minutes was 1In the ountsklrts of MURT&IN itself., Snall groups

ucee

[ 4]
o

eded in Inflltrating 3into G Compasny's sector, screaming

5t the top of thelr voices "Hell Hitler"l The group's attack
was viecicus and made encugh nolse that one could easily belileve
an entire tattaelion was attscking. Their success was short-
lived, howsver. At the first crack of dawn G Company an-
nihilated them. (18)

At approximately 070200 August the enemy's attazcek hit the
left flank of the bhattalion in the vicinity of ABBAYE BLAVCHE.
The rogdblock held its position and inflicted severe casualtles
on the enemy. A number of the enemy bypasséd the block, how-
ever, and sntered HURTAIN from the north.

Since hattellon Yad no reserve, regiment committed 1ts
regerve, Cormpany O, with the mission of driving the enemy out
of HMCRTAIN and reestablishing the scuthiern roadblock. Company
C was unable tc accomplish thls mission, and hy dawn the enenmy

ocenpled MORTAIN with infantry and armor. IElements of the 24

Eattslion on HILL 314 were completely surrounded. (17)

7 AUCGUST: THE SECOND DAY AWD HICHT

The dawn was accompanied by a dense fog. So dense, 1n

fact, that some of the units on the hill thcught the snemy wasg
(15) Personal knowledge

(16} Personal knowledge

(17) A-10, p. 47
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smoking the position. By 0800 hours the sun had burned through
the mist and revesled columns of enemy armor and foot troops
streaming from the east and southeast,

Whether the enemy was ignorant of the fact that the hill
wes occupled, or had simply chosen to ignore it, Is not krown
and really doesn't matter. IHis closed formations made a
besutiful target for ocur artillery. Corps zritillery was called
and thrie cssusltles and damage to vehlcles was incredlble, The
undamagzed vehicles quickly dlspersed snd withdrew:”hfhé'artil—
lary ond cannon_observers reglstered additloral concentrations
end now a solid ring of artillery fire could be filired on call.
(13)

If the enery had nct known before the hill was occupied,
he certainly knew 1t ncw. Apperently they ncw reslized the im-
portunce of controlling the hill. If they gained the hill,
not only would they eliminate our artillery fire but would
have excellent observation for miles on our npositions.

At approximately 1000 hours the enemy dumped everything
in tha”book in the line of artillery arnd mortsr fire on our
égéitions, and ¥ and F Ccompanies received a bombing and straf-
ing attack. The enemy infantry, wltk some =zrmor, followed the
artlllery rreparsaticn clogely. Our own artillery was called on
and was very effective in breaking up the attack. The maln at-
tack had veen broken, but not before the enemy had made a pene-
tretion Into B Compsny's srea. 4 severe fire ficht resulted,
and firnally the enemy was driven cut and the lines reestablished.

E Ccrpony peid a price for this mmall victory; casualties were

hizch. (19}

3) Pergonal knowledge
) Personzl knowledge
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Units cn the hill had been out of contact wlth the Eat-
talion Commender snd the C,P. gince the first atteck stesrted,
The Zzattalion C.P. was lroecated 1n the town of MCRIAIN. DIy this
time there were more enemy Ltroops in the town than there wers
of our troops, and the EZattolion Commander declded to Join his
units on the h111.  Te 2nd his staff were Torced 1into hiding-
ané were caphured the followirg day. The group included the
Dattalicn Cormander, Execubive Officer, S-2, and S~3 and ap-
proximately 15 men from Z=thal ion Headquarters Company. ({(20)

Sinece there was no

]

ormunication with battellion, the senior
officer, B Company Commander, sssumed command temporarlily. The
bulk of I Company was in the town however, ard isolated from
the rest of the battzlion., The defernse of the hill was left to
the initiative of the Rifle Company Cormmanders on the hill.
Each company commander nicked the strongest point in his area
end set up irndividual perimeter defenzes. (21}

At mpproximately 1400 heours the enemy attempted to take
the hill from the west, fhat 1a, Tfrom the town of MORTATY 1%
self. & Compeny repulsed this attack in short order, but agaln

the enemy succeeded in inflicting casuslties. During the night

{n

the enemy sent nstrols into the area. Although they were ale
lowed to come up onto the hill they naver got off. Each com-
peny formed patrols end ferreted them out.

The last of the K ratlons were consured at noon, emmmition
was dangerously low and the evacustion of dead and wounded wae
impossiblae. This was one of the wost zerious nroblemy confront-

ing the commanders. Comminicatlon with resiment wes entirely

by radio, and thils contart wss sporadic. Regiment wes request-

(20) L4=-10, p. 48
(21) Pc*gOnal knowledge
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e Lo supply by alr food, armunition, and medical supoplies,
Although the enemy harassed the nosition 811 nizht with
patrols, artillery and morter fire, morale was fair at the end

of this period. {22}

B ATUGTTET: THE THIRD DAV AND WIGHT

The 3th of August was flarly gquiet. 'The enemy made no

serious attempts to take the position. e continued his sttack,

}\.

bypassing the hill, The observers on the hill had all around
observation and made the most of 1it. The enemy su?ply lines
and rear areas were constantly harassed by our artillery.

The gerious problemsz of food, ammunition, and ﬁedical sup=-

jes ¢£11) confronted the haettalion,. Radio bstteriza were

o)
et

apidly weakening., In an effort to conserve the hatteries, on-

i

ly one company turned on its radic at =2 time, with the exception
of calling Tire missions. Orders and information recleved fronm
re iment wan diseminated to the companlies by patrols.

The wounded wecre collected in each compaﬁy and placed in
sllt-trenches., They were made as comfortable as possible;
however there was no medical ald available. Presence of the

dead did not serve to ralse morsle. Since most of the dead were

in exn»csed positions It was necssssry to walt until dark to

collect them, They too were pleced in a czentral location in each

company ares, out of sight. Although the men knew the hodles
had not been evacuated from the hill, they couldn't see them
and the zsme purpose was served ss if they had been evacuabed,.

wnery combat patrols narassed the pesition all night and

the battelion got little or no =leep. In spite of the adverce

(22) Pergonal knowledge



conditions, morale remalncd fair. (23)

9 AUGUST: SURRENDIR TLTTHATIE
. » 3

Attempts by regiment snd the remainder of the dlvision to

relieve the bethalion had falled. The first gnawing pains of

-

he smmmition supnly had

Ly

hunger and thirst were sppearing.
dwindled %o preachtiselly nothing. Seversl of the severly wounded
dled dAuring the nizht. The Todies of the dead, both our own and
the enemy, were deteriorating faat In the warm August sun and
the stench on the hill was nauzeating., The future looked any-~
thing but brizht, and morsle was on e rapid decline. (24)

In an effort to relieve the situation, suppllies were load-
ed into hLwo of division artillery liaison planes with the mis-
gion of supplying the battalion. Eoth of these planes were

hit by enemy anti-alrcraft fire as soon as they enproached enemy

l_]

ines. It was anparent thet if the bhattalion was to be supplied
by air it would hirve to be done by faster craft.

Division ﬁext tried to schadnle a2 flight of C-47's for the
supply mission. Finally, after four reguests were made through
slow moving channels, = flight was scheduled for 10 August.
This information was relaﬁed te the beseiged men but, due to
peat unplessent experiences with close supporting air there was
some doubt of success in the minds of the men. (25)

The enemy had no doubt been monitoring our radio and knew
the existing situation. At approximately 1800 hours a Zermsn
officer spproached B Company positions under a white flag. He

was met by a platoon leader from R Company. The Herman shtated

r)

@ wea sn officer of the $.5. and was Iin a pesition to offer

Personal knowledge
Personal knmowledge
A-=7, p. 87

—————
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honorable surrender to the jmericans. He further stated that
he personslly had admired the stard msde by the hattalion. He
wes very careful to point out, however, that the situation weas
horeless. lere he named several of the officers in the Eattalion
Command Gronp who were captured. He further polnted out that
certainly it would be no disgrace to surrender under the cir-
cumstances, and promised that the men would be well cared for
and the wounded glven every possible mid,., Hls last promlse was
that if his offer was not asccepted by 2000 hours the battallon
would bhe blewn to bits. The platoon leader relsyed the message
te B Company Commander. Some sources guote T Compeany Cormander
as saying that e would rot surrender untll the last round of
ammunition hed been fired snd the last baycnet broken in a
German belly. Actually the reply wasn't quite so Zramatic.
It was short, to the point and very unprintable. {26) (27)
Trve to thelr promise the enemy leunched a strong attack
at approximately 2015 hours. The battalion ammunition supply
was go low the enemy encountered litile resistance other then
cur artillery. After the enemy had penstrated the positlion E
Company Commander called artillery on his own position. This
broke up the attack and the enemy took a severe beatlng. This

succass served as a "shot in the arm" to the sagiing morale on

10 AGGUST:  THE AFR DROP

Although the air drop had been scheduled for 1C August the

a

men on the hill had little hope for success. The morning had

been spent In comparative quiet. At approximately 1530 hours

126) &-10, p. 40
(27} Personnl knowledge



e group of our fighter planes appeared and dive bombed and

strafed several enemy sreas, starting Iires and explosioconsz.

[

fter they had ascomplished their mission they clrcled and

e hill

ok

came in low cver the battsllon position. The men on
jumped for their holes, fearing thot the flghters had mistaken

our positions for that of the enemy. Their fears were false

]

however, At 1600 hours the fighters returned, escorting =
flizht of C-47's, Possibly the rmost besutifvl sisht the men
had ever seen was the multlcolored parachutes lezily floating
down. Approxirately half of the drop landed far into the enemy
lires, but at last the Sattalion had food, amrmunition and a
1imlted amount of medical supplies. ne of the most Important
items contained in the drop wss radio bhatteries. A report was
made to regiment of the drop and an attempt to schedule snother
drop was mads, especially for medical supplies, (23)

In the meantime the 5-3 of the 230th Field Artillery Bat-
talion hed an idea to relieve the clituatiorn, Ten rounds of
¥-34 (base ejectlon MC smoke) arrmnition were opened and the
smcke cannistera end base elestlon charge removed. The rounds
were then f1lled with wedicsl supplies, bandszes, dressings,
sulfanilamide end morphine syrettes., The steel disc in the nose
wes replaced to prevent the fuze, when detonated, from rulning
the contents., Dour other shells were treabed llkewlse and
f11led with sand to spproximately the some welght., These rounds
were to be used for sdjustment. The 5-3 then made his Inten-
tions known to the men on the h1ll and gave instructions for

opening the projectiles. The sdjustment was compnleted at &sp-

{28) Personal knowledge
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proximetely 2130 hours snd the medical rounds were then Tired,
Hone of these rounds were recovered due to riccochets snd dark-
ness. {29} (20)

Eyen thouzh the medical supplies were hadly nesded, The
presence of food ond armunitlion served to ralse mcrale to =

new high.

11 AUGUST: ENENY VITHDRAWAL

As soon asg the rmlst 1ifted on 11 August the artillery

spain attempted to fire in medical supplies. S1x rounds were
flred and all recovered, This cperation was only partlally

cesgful, however, the concussion being too great for the con-
tainers of the morphine and plasma. ({(31)

ﬂnewy tralffic towsrd the east was Inereasin
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our lines. Twvidently the snery was

s a withdrawal. With communicetions reestablished with

esiment snd the artillery, the battelior was sble to inflict

00
[

Leg were

rJ')

untold damage on the withdrawirg columns. Alr
requested, and were carried out at what seemed the same momend.
The Air Zorps pounded the enemy columms unmercifully and the
burning enemy zolurns could Le seen for miles in ell directione
Tnis =slsughter continned all “ay,

Durirnge the nizht the mejor enermy foot slements sharted
their withdrowel. Our srtillery plastered svery available route
of withdrawel ond was very effective, as was evidenced by the
sereams snd hysterical cries of the enemy. There was n§ goubt
now that relief was certeln, and the battelion rested and lis-

tened to the comstent sing of ovtgoing artillery. (I8
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12 AUGUST:  HELINS

Elements of the &5th Division had teen putting consiant
pregsure or the enemy south of MORTATI. They were aware of
the kattalion situstion and hed brought eupplies mlong with
their sssault echelon. At anproximately 1130 hours the lesd-
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elementrs of the 220th Infarntry made contoect with & Comnany.
tven thou, ey bad undergone nesvy fighting and had guffere:

E though they hiad 1 ; v Slshting d had ffered
severe cnpualtiss thev gulckly evacuated the wounded snd dis-

tributed foed. The lst Rattslion, 11Sth Infentry, came through

the town and made contact with X Compeny. The 2d Batislion,

J

120th Infantry, was completely relieved at L300 hours, 12 August.
The battsl lon had succeeded in fifilling its miasion, but atb
a bloody price. Tre battsiion lest = tetal of 277 men killed,
captured sné wissging in sction. (33)

It would be impossitle 1o record here the acte of self

1

gacrifice and personal braovery displsyed by the men and of-

ficers of the hattalion Adurins this pericd. Ther were msa
icent. Some of these men were rewarded for thelr zchions;
some weve not. Due to the fast-moving situation recommendat?ons
for sverts were pronenped wnueially slow, and some of the men

vere swardsd decorstions posthumously. Some of the awards were

made g8 late as lovembsr,

[®)

Pois battslion haed often Leen relevrad ho in offlcl:

Tvie is a misnomer 1f ever there was one -- the bottallon was

leoleted, bubt never losi,
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In order Jor intelligence ho be of eny value 1T wust Dbe

ir time to be used., Throughout this entlire aper-

attzlion irformation wes by obssrvation.
nisher indicaete that this athbatlk was
anproximately the dste snd place 1% Lappened. Thls

wes not possed down to the Tront liue unitea. Hed

fre fpordt line units known of this Irpending sttack, food snd

swruniticn could have been diumped on position, sdequate com-

mmicationa could have been srranged, and above gll = Siffersnt
Lype of defense could have been planned. The same mission
hter cost in man-

power and equipment.

2. CUENTICT Of

defended, but &t & price we
can 111 afford to pey., The s tuation dlctated thst thls relle
e mede ne Pest ss posstble. Commanders concerned allowed 00
1ittle Hiwe to wmake the pelief, »nd ns 2 result some elements
of the hattalion hsd no fdea wrers the rest of the battalicn

res bLetween comuaries were nct nroperly co-

ordinsted, In nceunying the lat Zettellon, 18th Infuntry, posi-

tiens, 120th Irfantry, fourd Itself with no
reserve whatsoever., This proved to be a very costly mistake.

There wust e deonth to any defenslve pogitlon, Supporting firec

=
'

were not proporly coordinatsd mnbil after the enemy had

passed the position.
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e be gilven to the supporting arms,
mairly artillery ond afr. Uad it not Leen for the ertillery
there con be little doubt the battallion would have been des-
troged or capturec. The liong share must zo to the artillery

for the suecgasiul defenge of th

-

8 nill. They =ccounted for
numercug enemy vehicles snd inflicted terrible losses to oot
LrCOREs.

The alr drep wae the onl
its entire stoy on the hill. They £180 literslly "played Qs11Y

with the snemy armered columns =and assembly areas. They made

his supply routes a dangerous roal to Lravel,

4, COMTTITOATIONS

LTter the wnemy lsunched his Tirst attack, scommmnicetions

were entirely by radio. Security was poor, =nd no doubli the

o]

rewy was well informed on the situation of the battallon.

=

hie was eviden ced by the fimely reguest of the enemy o sur-

render.
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The gresence of cead gnd wounded within the position was
detrimentsl to morsle, Rapld evacusbion is most lmpertant where

nesgible.

k-

n the event ovascuation g impossible they rust be
removed from sizht, and thelr nositions csrefully morked und
repcrted, In this particulsr sction this wan not done. A8 &

congeguence several hodies have not heen recoversed to date.
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The lzadership of the offlicers and ZUC's of thls hat-

V2]

talion was zuperb. Knowin; that the Lattelion Ccommander and
staeff were captured, the compeny officers issued and carried
out ordors they felt orﬂinérily would have been Issued, The
#H00's were outstanding, many of them being called ocn to ner-

Torm duties cordinerily expected of officers. They wers very

-

gnd aczcepted their dutlies 25 & challenge. This was

z eiltustion where porsonasl oxsyple and contuot was of 211 im-
portince.  Sone ¢f thece men displayed personasl bravery that
wae smening, and by thelr acts they certainly inapired thelr

nen and Instilled the will o win ir the heart of every man.

7.  LUARDS AND DOUORATTIONS

The recormendéations for awards to the men of this bat-
talion were too slow. Durilng the time frow submlsslon to final
action many men had been killed. The bulk of the zwards were

made In late Dyvember Thils iz cntirely too long, as the award

s ¥

leseg mich of iftes effect vhen dclayed such a long time.
‘cl o-n-v ca

1. Detalled intelligence remorts must he Adlsseminated
to the lowest unit as well as hisher units.

2. Cur present principles of defense are sound snd rmust
be adhored to. Tmder no circumstences should depth be omitted
from a defensive plan, Supperting fires must be well coordinat-
Pd*vith organic fires.

3. Hodio security rust be¢ practlced at all times.
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4, Dead and wounded rust ke evacuated s raplidly ag pos-
5. added resnonsibilitiss should be glven to ECO's,
gspecially in tralning.
&, iwords and fecorsbions must be processed as repldly

55 possible end sppropriate pregentation ceremonles held.

-
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7. A determined isolsted unlt, supplied by air, can de-

fend a position indefinitely.
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