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THE OPEFUTIONS OF COMPAhT M. 116TH INFANTRY 
( 2 9 ~ ~  INF. DIV. ) IN THE LANDING ON OPIAHA BEACH 

6-13 JUNE 1944 (NORMANDY CAMPAIGN) 
(Personal  experience of a Company Commander) 

INTRODUCTION 

This monograph covers t he  opera t ions  of Company M I  

116 th  Infant ry ,  (29th  Inf.  Div.) i n  t he  Normandy Campaign, 

from t h e  landing on Omaha Beach, 6 Jun 44 t o  t he  defensive 

p o s i t i o n  nor th  of St. Andre de lIEpine, 13 June 1944. 

I n  order  t o  o r i e n t  t h e  reader  properly,  it w i l l  be 

necessary t o  go back t o  Apr i l  1942, and give a br ief  re- 

sume' of the  events  t h a t  l e a d  up t o  this g r ea t  operation. 

It was agreed upon by t he  American and B r i t i s h  govern- 

ments i n  Apr i l  o r  1942, t h a t  a cross-channel a t t a ck  agains t  

Fo r t r e s s  Europe, was t he  p r inc ipa l  e f f o r t  i n  the  Befeat of 

Germany. (1) General Eisenhower w a s  ordered t o  England i n  

J u l y  1942 t o  begin prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  invasion of Europe. 

( 2 )  

It was f e l t  by t he  Combined Chiefs o f  S taf f  that a 

successful  conclusion of t h e  campaign i n  North Af r ica  w a s  

necessary before  an attempt t o  a t t a c k  Europe should be 

launched. (3) 

The continued success i n  Africa ind ica ted  t h a t  p lans  

and p repara t ions  should be undertaken immeiLiately t o  or- 

ganize a f u l l  scale a s s a u l t  agains t  t h e  continent.  T h i e  

should be done as ea r ly  i n  1944 as possible .  (4)  

Victory i n  North Afr ica  was t o l d  by General Bradley 

i n  a f e w  words. He s a id  simply; %iiesion completean. ( 5 )  

S i c i l y  f e l l  l a t e  i n  t h e  afternoon of 18 Aug 42, and 

Peace Feelers  were sent  t o  I t a l y .  The I t a l i a n  Army was 

i n  bad condition, and it was f e l t  by t he  A l l i e s  that I t a l y  



would cap i tu la te .  (6) 

The p l ans  f o r  landing on Salerno were being pre- 

pa red  with D-Day s e t  f o r  9 Sep 42. (7) 

We can see t h a t  t he  German Armies a r e  being dr iven 

back gradually.  During t h e  period, from Salerno i n  Sep 

42, t o  t he  Po River Valley i n  Oct 42, t h e  Germans ue re  

f i g h t i n g  delaying act ions.  Upon reaching t he  Po River 

Valley, they began t o  organize an a l l  out defensive. 

Due t o  the  weather and t h e  t e r r a i n ,  t h e  American fo r ce s  

decided t o  w a i t  u n t i l  spring, t o  begin o r  push t h e  of- 

fens ive .  ( 0 )  

A t  t he  Casablanca Conference i n  January 1943, t h e  

Combined Chiefs of S ta f f  f e l t  that t h e  time had come t o  

p repare  t he  o u t l i n e  of a t a c t i c a l  plan f o r  a cross-channel 

operat ion.  The organizat ion,  wlth Lieut .  Gen. S i r  F E 

Morgan a s  t he  Chief of S ta f f  t o  the Supreme Al l i ed  Com- 

mander, was c a l l e d  COSSAC. T h i s  organiza t ion  was compos- 

ed of both Unite& S ta t e s  and B r i t i s h  personnel. ( 9 )  

I n  June 1943, t he  COSSAC and Headquarters ETOUSA, 

d i r e c t e d  t h e  V Corps t o  prepare p lans  f o r  t he  

use of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army forces  i n  an opera t ion  t o  

s e i z e  t h e  Brest  Peninsula of France. (10) 

A t  t h e  Combined 'S t r a t eg i c  Conference of t h e  American 

and Bri t ish U g h  commands i n  April  and May 1943, i t  was 

f e l t  t h a t  the  t roops  i n  t he  United Kingdom should be a l -  

e r t e d  and begin speoia l ized  t ra in ing .  (11) 

The beginning of comprehensive planning w a s  t h e  

HWadhambperat ion,  which was V Corps f i r s t  assignment. 

This  opera t ion  included t h e  landing of two In fan t ry  Div- 

i s i o n s  i n  t he  assault and one Airborne Division t o  be 



dropped i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  a r e e .  The completed p l a n s  f o r  

t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  were submit ted t o  Headquar ters  ETOUSA, 

i n  August 1943. (12)  

I n  S ~ D  1943,  V Corps was a s s i ~ n e d  m o t h e r  t a s k  by 

COSSAC; t h e  p lannfng  of ope ra t ion  flOverlordn. This  

o p e r a t i o n  developed i n t o  t h e  a c t u a l  i n v a s i o n  of t h e  

c o n t i n e n t  of Europe. (13 )  

A V Corps P lanning  Group was organized  by General  

Gerow. Th i s  group was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p lanning  phase 

as w e l l  a s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  t roops .  (14)  

An e l a b o r a t e  s e c u r i t y  system was i n s t a l l e d  and on ly  

t h o s e  persons  that were e l i g i b l e  were admi t ted  i n t o  t h e  

p l a n n i n g  room. The group cont inued  p r e p a r a t i o n  of p l a n s  

f o r  o p e r a t i o n  n O v e r l o r d ~ n t i l  Feb 44. The a s s a u l t  f o r c e  

w a s  changed from t h r e e  t o  f i v e  d i v i s i o n s ,  consequent ly  

t h e  f r o n t  o r  beaches had t o  be  enlarged.  Only minor 

changes  were made a f t e r  that time. (15 )  

An amphibious o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  k i n d  contemplated 

would r e q u i r e  c l o s e  coopera t ion  between Ground Forces ,  

A i r  Forces,  SOS, and Navy, as wel l  as w i t h i n  t h e  Ground 

Forces .  (16 )  

Based upon t h e  C0SSAC p l a n  f o r  a s s a u l t ;  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  t h e  r e v i s i o n s  and s i z e  of a t t a c k ,  t h e  Army p l a n  of 

a t t a c k  invo lved  a D-Day a s s a u l t  on a f i v e  d i v i s i o n  f r o n t ,  

on  t h e  beachea between Ouestnehaue and Var rev i l l e .  (17) 

The Anaerican t r o o p s  were a s s igned  t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k  and 

t h e  B r i t i s h  t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  i n  t h e  ope ra t ion .  

The American F i r s t  Army, Commanded by General  Bradley, 

was t o  a s s a u l t  with two Corps. The V I I  Corps on t h e  Utah 

Seach  and t h e  V Corps on Omaha Beach. (18)  

The V I I  Corps was t o  l a n d  w i t h  t h e  4 t h  I n f a n t r y  Div- 



i s i o n  i n  t he  a s s a u l t  on Utah Beach, supported by t he  

82d and lOla t  f i rborne  Divisions,  wi th  t h e  primary miss- 

i o n  of cu t t i ng  t h e  Cateutin Peninsula. Then d r ive  north- 

ward, t o  se ize  t h e  po r t  of Cherbourg. (19) 

The V Corps planned i t s  a t t a c k  on a wide s t r e t c h  of 

beach between Vire River and Port-en-Bessen, known a s  

Omaha. The V Corps would secure a beachhead on Omaha 

Beach with one Combat Team of t h e  29th In fan t ry  Division 

on t h e  r i g h t  and one Combat Team of t he  1st Division on 

t h e  l e f t .  Both of these Combat teams were under t h e  

command of Major General Huebner, 1st In fan t ry  Divi sion. 

While Cherbourg was being taken the  V Corps was t o  d r ive  

south  and s e i ze  S t .  Lo by D-plus 9. (20) 

On the  l e f t  t he  B r i t i s h w e r e  t o  l and  wi th  t h r ee  Div- 

i s i o n s  and gain  the  ground t o  the  south  toward Caen - s i x  

Alrborne Divisions t o  be dropped t o  secure tine Caen Canal 

and Orne River. (21) 

The 1st In f an t ry  Division ( l e s s  26th In f .  Regt.) with 

t h e  116th In f an t ry  Regiment at tached,  had the  t a sk  of the  

i n i t i a l  a s s a u l t  on Omaha Beach. The Division was t o  l and  

wi th  two Combat Teame abreas t .  The 16 th  Regimental Combat 

Team on t he  l e f t  and the  116th Regimental Combat Team on 

t h e  r i g h t  - with  t he  mission of c l ea r i ng  t h e  shore l ine  of 

enemy r e s i s t a n c e  i n  the  Corps zikae. (22) 

The 29th In fan t ry  Mvis ion  ( less  116th In f .  Regt.) 

w i th  t h e  26th In fan t ry  Regiment a t tached,  was t o  l a n d  be- 

h ind  t he  a s s a u l t  force,  and complete mopping-up enemy re- 

s i s t a n c e  - defend t he  D-Day phase l i n e  i n  t he  r i g h t  ha l f  

o f  t h e  Corps sec tor .  (23) 

The 26 In f an t ry  Division was t o  l and  D p lus  1 by 



Combat Teams, prepared t o  extend t h e  beachhead f a r t h e r  

sou th  and southeast .  Secondary mlssion was t o  assist i n  

t h e  defense of t h e  beachhead pos i t ion .  (24) 

The 1 6 t h  Regimental Combat Team was t o  l and  on Omaha 

Beach at H p l u s  1 minute; wi th  two b a t t a l i o n s  abreas t ,  t o  

c l e a r  t he  shore l ine  of enemy r e s i s t ance  anti e s t a b l i s h  t he  

D-Day phase l i n e ,  i n  t h e  l e f t  ha l f  of t he  Corps sec to r ,  

two hours p r i o r  t o  darkness. (25) 

The 116th  Regimental Combat Team was t o  l and  on Omaha 

Beach a t  H p l u s  1 minute, i n  t he  r i g h t  ha l f  of t h e  Corps 

s e c t o r ,  d t h  two b a t t a l i o n s  abreast .  Their mission w a s  t o  

c l e a r  t h e  shore l ine  of enemy r e s i s t ance  and e s t a b l i s h  t he  

D-Day phase l i n e  two hours p r i o r  t o  darkness. (26) 

The Prov i s iona l  Ranger Force of two b a t t a l i o n s  (2d and 

5 t h  Bns.), a t tached t o  t he  116th RCT, was t o  l and  on Omaha 

Beach at H p l u s  1 minute, wi th  the  spec ia l  mission of 

s e i z i n g  Pointe  du Hoe. (27) 

The 1st Bat ta l ion ,  116th  RCT would l and  on Dog Green 

Beach i n  a column of companies. Company QA", was t o  spear- 

head t h e  BLT' s a t t a ck  at H p lus  1 minute. 

The company was t o  c l e a r  t h e  shore l ine  of eneiny re- 

s i s t a n c e  i n  i t s  zone. Each boat s ec t i on  w a s  organized as 

a t a c t i c a l  u n i t  and each had a epecia l  mission i n  c lea r ing  

t h e  beach. Company B was t o  follow by 33 minutes and land 

on same beach. Company D, and Company C, t h e  remainder of 

1 s t  BLT would l and  on Dog Green Beach, and a f t e r  capture  

ofVlerville-Sur-Mer would move west, together  wi th  t h e  

Rangers, c l e a r  out enemy r e s i s t ance  from t h e  beach t o  t he  

Vire Estuary. The Bat ta l ion  w a s  t o  be prepared t o  se ize  

I s igny  upon order  of Regimental Commander. (28) 

The 26 Bat ta l ion ,  116th  RCT was to land a t  H p l u s  1 



minute, w i t h  t h r ee  companies abreast  on Dog White, Dog 

Red, 2nd Easy Green Beaches, t o  c l e a r  t h e  shorel ine of 

enemy r e s i s t ance  i n  t h e i r  zone. Like t he  1st  BLT, each 

company was organized i n t o  boat  sec t ions  and each sec t ion  

was s e l f  sus ta in ing  aa  a t a c t i c a l  u n i t .  The mission of 

26 BLT was t o  capture St. Laurent-sur-Mer then t he  U g h  

ground southwest o f  St. Laurent. (29) 

The 3d Bat ta l ion ,  116th  RCT, I n  support during t he  

i n i t i a l  a s s a u l t  would land a t  H p l u s  50 on Easy Green, 

Dog Red, Dog White Beaches, behind t h e  2d BLT, wi th  th ree  

companies abreast. Their mission was t o  a s s i s t  t he  26 BLT 

I n  mopplng-up enemy r e s i s t ance  on t h e  beach and then pass  

through t he  26 BLT t o  se ize  Langueville, La Cambe , then 

occupy t he  h igh ground west of La Cambe two hours p r i o r  

t o  darkness. Be prepared t o  advance toward Isigny, support- 

ed by t he  1st BLT, on order  of Regimental Commander. (30) 

Company was t o  l and  a t  H p l u s  50 on Dog Red Beach 

t o  des t roy enemy I n s t a l l a t i o n s  i n  i t s  zone and advance t o  

t h e  Ba t t a l i on  assembly area.  Then wi th  two pla toons  abreas t ,  

proceeded by a screening f o r c e  of one boat section, i n  the 

r i g h t  zone of a c t l on  would advance t o  se ize  high ground 

n o r t h  of Islgny. (a) 
Company @ L a  was t o  land at H p lu s  50 on Easy Green beach 

t o  des t roy enemy i n s t a l l a t i o n s  I n  v i c i n i t y  of Les Maulin and 

advance t o  Ba t t a l i on  assembly area.  Then, with two platoons 

ab rea s t ,  p r  ceeded by a screening fo rce  of one boat sect ion,  7 
would advance i n  the  l e f t  zone of a c t l o n  t o  se ize  Longue- 

v i l l e .  Continue t h e  advance upon order  t o  se ize  La Cambe 

and high ground north of Is igny i n  I t s  mne. (32) 

Company u K u  w a s  t o  l and  on Dog White Beach a t  H p lus  

(29) R-4,  P. 34. (30) R-4, p. 34. (31, 32) Personal knowledge, 
s e l f .  



50, t o  c l e a r  t h e  beach of any res i s t ance ,  then advance 

t o  Ba t ta l ion  assembly area.  Company UP;' ( l e s s  one platoon) 

( r e a r  guard) would follow Company W L q y  two hundred yards 

w i th  t h e  mission of p ro tec t ing  t he  f l anks  and r ea r .  (33) 

Company "MI1 would l and  on Dog Red Beach at H p l u s  57 

and support t he  b a t t a l i o n  on t he  beach i n i t i a l l y ,  then 

advance t o  t h e  Ba t t a l i on  assembly area.  The company was 

t o  provide c lose  support f o r  t h e  a t t ack ing  echelon and 

support t h e  reorganiza t ion  of t h e  Ba t t a l i on  on t he  f i n a l  

ob jec t ive .  (34) 

The 1st Platoon p lu s  1st Section, 36 Platoon was t o  

l z n d  on Dog Red Beach at H p lus  57 and support t he  Ba t ta l ion  

by f i r e  i n  t he  r i g h t  sec tor ,  then advance in land t o  Battal-  

i o n  assembly area .  This p la toon p l u s  the  sec t ion  would 

provide c lose  support f o r  Company I n  i t s  zone, wi th  

p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  f l ank  of t h e  Battal ion.  

Ee prepared t o  a s s i s t  2d Platoon i n  t h e  capture of Longue- 

v i l l e .  Support the  reorganiza t ion  of Company on high 

ground north o f  Isigny. (35) 

The 2d Platoon p lu s  2d Section, 3rd Platoon wae t o  

l a n d  on Dog Red Beach a t  H p lu s  57 and support t he  Battal- 

i o n  by f i r e  i n  t he  l e f t  sec to r ,  then advance inland,  t o  

t h e  Bat ta l ion  assembly area.  T h i s  platoon p lu s  t h e  sec t ion  

would provide c lose  support f o r  Company QL" i n  i t s  zone, 

w i th  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t he  l e f t  f lank of t he  Battal- 

ion .  Support Company i n  t he  taking of Longueville by 

coordinat ing t h e  k i l l i n g  zone on East-West road. Continue 

t h e  support of Company through La Cambe and high ground 

n o r t h  of Isigny. (36) 

The 36 Platoon ( l e s s  two sec t ions )  would land on Dog 

(33) Personal knowledge, s e l f .  (34, 35, 36) Eye witness,  s e l f .  



Red Beach a t  H p lu s  57 and a s s i s t  i n  t h e  support of t h e  

Ba t t a l i on  by f i r e ,  then advance t o  t h e  Bat ta l ion  assembly 

area .  T h i s  p la toon ( l e s s  2 Sections)was to  follow Company 

ready f o r  t a r g e t s  of opportuni ty f rom the l e f t  f l ank  

of t h e  Battal ion.  Would support Company n K V n  t h e  event 

they were committed. Company Headquarters and Headauarters 

Pla toon was t o  follow Company #Xu, maintaining contact  with 

t h e  Ba t ta l ion  Headquarters. (37) 

GEOGRAPHIC FEATURES 

The t e r r a i n  of the  Normandy coas t  w a s  well  adapted 

f o r  defense, o f f e r i ng  only a few a r ea s  favorable f o r  l a r g e  

s c a l e  landings.  

The coas t  i s  character ized  by c l i f f s ,  r e e f s  and wide 

t i d a l  ranges. The r e e f s  extended from the  Vire Riber t o  

Grandcamp. I n  t h e  Pointe-de-Hoe a r e a  j u s t  eas t  of Grand- 

camp the  coast  w a s  noted f o r  i t s  c l i f f s ,  averaging 100 

f e e t  i n  he ight ,  wi th  a  very narrow beach. (38) 

Further  e a s t  t he  coast i s  character ized  by t h e  

g e n t l e  sloping t i d a l  flats. The g e n t l e  s lopes were border- 

ed on t h e  ea s t  by more c l i f f s  c lose  t o  the  shore l ine  and 

continued a s  far as Port-En-Bessin. (39) 

The c l i f f l e s s  coast wi th  the  gen t l e  sloping t i d a l  

f l z t s  i s  known a s  Omaha Beach. This beach l i n e  curves 

landward and i s  backed wi th  b lu f f s ,  g r adua l l y  forming i n t o  

t h e  c l l f f s  a t  e i t h e r  end of t he  sec tor .  (40) 

The beach, i t s e l f ,  s lopes  very gen t ly  t o  t he  north. 

A t  low t i d e  t h e  beach would be exposed f o r  an average of 

300 yards. A t  high t i d e  t h e  gen t le  t i d a l  f l a t s  terminated 

i n  a bank of coarse shingle,  sloping up r a t h e r  s t eep ly  t o  

as much as 8 o r  10  f e e t  i n  height and 1 t o  10 yards wide. 

(37) Eye witness,  s e l f .  (38, 39, 40) R-4, p. 11. 



I n  t h e  eas tern  ha l f  of t he  beach t he  shingle  l a y  aga ins t  

a low sand dune. Between this por t ion  of the  beach t o  

t h e  b l u f f s ,  w a s  a  l e y  of swamp. On the  western ha l f  of 

t h e  beach t he  shingle  p i l e d  up agains t  a sea w a l l .  Tie 

w a l l  var ied  i n  height  from 4 f e e t  t o  10 fee t .  Between the  

sea  wall  and t he  b l u f f s  i n  this s ec to r  was a  narrow shelf 

o f  sand. (41) 

The g r a s s  covered s lopes  a r e  more numerous than they 

appear,  and provide cover from small a r m s  f i r e .  

Once on t op  of these b lu f f s ,  t h a t  r i s e  sharply from 

t h e  f l a t s ,  t he  t e r r a i n  i s  genera l ly  l e v e l .  Actually the re  

i s  a gradual  r i s e  t o  a height  of 250 f e e t  which p a r a l l e l s  

t he  coas t  one and one-half miles  inland.  (42) 

Jus t  south of t h i s  r i dge  l i n e ,  l i e s  t he  va l l ey  of t he  

Aure River t h a t  flows eas t  t o  west. I n  t he  eas te rn  por t ion  

of t h e  va l l ey  t h e  Aure River was fordable by In fan t ry ,  but 

t o  t h e  west t h e  va l l ey  p l a i n s  had been flooded t o  form a 

b a r r i e r  a mile wide. (43) 

There were very few roads from t h e  beach t o  t he  south, 

t he  ex i s t i ng  ones a r e  secondary. The most important high- 

way was t h e  Carentan-Isigny-Bayeaux road which i s  t h e  main 

supply rou te  e a s t  t o  west from P a r i s  t o  Cherbourg. A 

double t r a ck  r a l l r o a a  almost pa ra l l e le t i  the  p r inc ipa l  high- 

way. (44)  

TRAINING I N  PREPARATION FOR INVASION 

The 29th In fan t ry  Division, a  National War% Division, 

was ac t i va t ed  i n t o  Federal Service on 3 February 1941. (45) 

T h i s  u n i t  a veteran of World War I, conaited o f  t he  

115 th  In f an t ry  and 175th In fan t ry  Regiments of Maryland 

and t he  116th  In fan t ry  and 176th  In f an t ry  Regiments of 

Virginia .  ~ h z  Division became a t r i a n g l e  Division i n  

( 4 1 )  R-3. 4  - 4 ,  p  11, 1 3  (43) R-4, p. 16. (44) R-4, 
p. 17. (45) Personal knowledge, s e l f .  
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e a r l y  part  of 1942 of which the 176th In fan t ry  Regiment 

became a  separa te  uni t .  

The Division t r a ined  a t  Fort George G. Meade, Md., 

and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t he  North Carolina Maneuvers of 1941. 

Then the  Division moved t o  A. P. H i l l ,  Virginia ,  f o r  

f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  North Carolina 

Maneuvers i n  1942. 

The maneuvers terminated the las t  of July 1942 and 

t h e  29th Division moved t o  Camp Blanding, Fla., t o  pre- 

p a r e  f o r  movement overseas. 

The 116th  In fan t ry  Regiment, by r a i l ,  was moved t o  

Camp Kilmer, then t o  t he  Por t  of Embarkation. The Regiment 

embarked upon t h e  Queen Mary and s a i l e d  27 Sep 42 f o r  

England. The e n t i r e  Division landed i n  England i n  October 

1942. (46) 

The 29th In fan t ry  Division was a l e r t e d  and prepared a 

defense of t he  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  i n  conjunction wi th  t h e  

B r i t i s h ,  aga ins t  an invasion of the  I s l e  by t he  Germans. 

I n  s p i t e  of t h e  preparedness, t he  expected invasion d id  

not  mater ia l ize .  

The Division was quar tered  i n  B r i t i s h  barracks a t  

Tidworth, England, and a strenuous t r a i n i n g  program was 

maintained. 

I n  Apri l  43 t h e  d iv i s i on  began movement, by f o o t ,  t o  

t h e  southern coast .  Units of the  Division were s ca t t e r ed  

along t h e  coas t ,  with t h e  116th  In f an t ry  Regiment occupy- 

i n g  t h e  area  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Plymouth, England. (47)  

Af ter  t h e  movement was completed, t he  u n i t s  began 

t r a i n i n g  on t h e  Foors t o  g e t  t he  men i n  exce l l en t  physical  

condit ion.  A s e r i e s  of small u n i t  problems were executed. . 

(46,  47) Personal  knowledge, s e l f .  



This type of t r a i n i n g  continued u n t i l  September 1943, 

when they began to  prepare f o r  t he  cross-channel a s s a u l t  

on t h e  continent of Europe. (48)  

The 36 Ba t ta l ion ,  116th In fan t ry  Regiment made the  

necessary arrangements wi th  t h e  Br i t i sh  Navy a t  Dart- 

mouth, f o r  a j o i n t  t r a in ing '  program. The only c r a f t  t he  

Navy had ava i l ab l e  a t  t h a t  time were r l v s r  barges. This 

amphibious program continued on a b a t t a l i o n  sca le  u n t i l  

Headquarters ETOUSA, organized the  a s s a u l t  Training 

Center a t  Woola Combe, England. 

A l l  u n i t s  of t h e  Division p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  

spec i a l i z ed  t r a i n i n g  of t he  ATC. The f i n a l  phase was a 

Ba t t a l i on  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  of a f o r t i f i e d  beach. (49)  

Af ter  t h e  u n i t s  completed t he  Assault  Training a t  

t h e  ATC they p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t he  amphibious opera t ion  i n  

conjunct ion w i t h  t he  Eleventh Amphibious Foace (American 

Navy). (50) 

An a rea  t h a t  most near ly  approximated the  Normandy 

coas t  of France was ee lec ted  and c l ea r ed  of a l l  c i v i l i a n s  

f o r  l a r g e  s ca l e  amphibious operations.  The a rea  se lec ted  

was Slapton Sands, on t he  southern coas t  of England, near 

Dartmouth. (51) 

The f i r s t  amphibioua operat ion on a l a r g e  s ca l e  was 

Exerc ise  @Duck\ he ld  i n  December 1943. T h i s  exerc ise  

c a r r i e d  the  t roops  through t he  concentration, Marshalling, 

Zmbarkation, Sea Voyage, Debarkation, Ship t o  shore, and 

t h e  a s sau l t  of t he  beach phases. (52)  

During t he  per iod  5 January 1944 and March 1944, 

numerous small sca le  llDuckn exerc ises  were conducted. The 

next Corps Level exerc ise  was Exercise Fox, involving the  

(48,  49, 50) Personal  knowledge, s e l f .  (51) R-3. ( 5 2 )  R-3* 



1st and 29th In f an t ry  Division. T h i s  exerc ise  was q u i t e  

s i m i l a r  i n  scope a s  the  Duck Exercise. Following Fox, 

came Exercise nFabius\ i n  May 1944. T b i s  w a s  t he  Dress 

r e h e a r s a l f o r  Operation Overlord. A s  near ly  as poss ib le ,  

each phase w a s  t o  be i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  of Operation "Over- 

lordf'. (53) 

MARSHALLING AND CONCENTRATION AREA 

The 116th  In f an t ry  Regiment began t h e i r  movement in- 

t o  t h e  Marshalling area, 8 May 44, according t o  o rders  from 

V Corps, and was completed by 11 May 44. (54) 

This w a s  t h e  Concentration a rea  a l s o ,  f o r  t he  36 

Ba t ta l ion ,  116th Infant ry ,  e l iminat ing  another move. 

A l l  d e t a i l s  of feeding, housing and guard duty were 

executed by t h e  SOS troops. The a s s a u l t  t roops were forced 

t o  complete t he  f i n a l  s t eps  f o r  t he  operat ion and b r i e f i n g  

began immediately. (55) 

The o f f i c e r s  of t he  Ba t ta l ion  were br iefed ,  wi th  t he  

a i d  of sand t a b l e s  and rubber models of t h e  beach area.  

Then t he  company o f f i c e r s  proceeded t o  b r i e f  t h e i r  men. (56) 

Company Wn w a s  b r i e f ed  by t h e  Co~pany Commander and 

then each platoon l eader  b r i e f ed  h i s  platoon i n  d e t a i l .  

Each man i n  t h e  u n i t  knew t h e  mission, b w  i t  was t o  be 

executed and what type of t e r r a i n  they would opera te  on. 

Las t  minute information was disseminated immediately. (57) 

The company was organized In to  s ix  boat teams. Four 

boat  teams cons i s ted  of a machine gun sec t ion  and a mortar 

squad, t he  o the r  two boats  consisted of a m o r t a r  squad and 

Command group and Company Headquarters. (58) 

Extra equipment was i s sued  and all water proofing 

completed i n  th is  area. The Ba t ta l ion  was t o  experiment 

(53)  R-3. (54)  R-4, p. 35. (55, 56) Personal knowledge, 
s e l f .  (57, 58) Eye witness,  s e l f .  



with  the  Assault  Jacket and Pack Board. Machine .guns 

and t r i pods  were a t tached t o  these  pack boards and w i t h '  

t h e  use o f  l i f e  b e l t s  were f loa ted .  The base p l a t e s ,  

and bipod of t h e  mortars were arranged on t h e  pack board 

i n  a similar manner. The tube i t s e l f  was t i e d  t o  an out- 

s t r e t ched  l i f e  b e l t .  

Every one knew this operat ion was not j u s t  another  

"Dry Runn, but  t h e  r e a l  thing,  o r  t h e  'Big Showu a s  General 

Bradley s t a t e d  severa l  months before. 

Company veh lc les  were i n  t h r ee  marshalling areas.  

Those i n  t he  a r ea  with t he  t roops were t o  land D-Day. 

Force rBii was a t  Liverpool, England, and t he  last group 

t o  l and  a t  D p l u s  8 were a t  Bournemouth, England. (59) 

EMBARKATION AND THE CHANNEL CROSSING 

On t h e  morning of 3 June 44, u n i t s  began movement 

t o  t h e  "hardsn fo r  embarkation. The 3d Bat ta l ion ,  116th 

I n f a n t r y  embarked at Weymouth, England, upon t he  APA, USS 

Charles  Car ro l l ,  t h e  same APA t he  Ba t ta l ion  had during 

t h e i r  t ra in ing.  (60) 

An advance par ty ,  of surplus personnel,  was sent  

aboard the  ship  t o  operate  the Army Mess and t o  execute 

M. P. duty while t h e  Army personnel were aboard. (61) 

By 1800, 3 June 44, all troops were aboard and the  

fol lowing days were spent i n  boat drill. Aler ts  would 

be sounded and every one would go t o  their assigned s ta t ion .  

Four of t he  s ix  boat  teams of Company " M h e r e  rai l  loaded, 

two having t o  be loaded over t h e  s ide.  (62) 

D-Day was s e t  f o r  5 June 44 but  was postponed twenty- 

f ou r  hours becauee of t h e  weather condition. (63) 

A t  2000, 5 June 44, t h e  APA USS Charles Carrol l  pul l-  

(59,  60, 61, 62) Personal knowledge, s e l f .  (63) Eye witness,  
s e l f .  



ed anchor and took i t s  p lace  i n  t he  g igan t ic  convoy. (64) 

The cross ing of t h e  channel was slow and uneventful 

wxoept f o r  t he  r i s i n g  a n d .  The convoy, preceded by mine 

sweepers, followed the  English Coast, going far t o  t h e  

North East of t h e  Omaha Beach, then turning southwest un- 

til we came t o  t h e  a s s a u l t  area.  

Troops had t h e i r  last meal aboard t h e  ship (break- 

f a s t )  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  debarking. Force #An was i n  t h e i r  

rendevous a r ea  by 0200, 6 June 44. (65) 

BNEMY COASTAL INSTALLATIONS IN TRE V CORPS SECTOR 

Based upon t he  information our i n t e l l i gence  agencies 

obtained,  t he  6 2  est imate was formulated. 

It was bel ieved t h a t  t h e  coast l i n e  was l i g h t l y  held,  

w i t h  t he  rese rves  a t  l e a s t  24 hours away and the  armor 

a t  l e a s t  3 days o f f .  

Estimate of t he  s i t u a t i o n  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  that t h e  

beaches were covered with obs tac les  and under water ob- 

s t a c l e s .  Further  t h a t  t he  t i d a l  P l a t s  were mined and 

contained an t i t ank  d i tches ,  and gun emplacements. (66) 

An e l abo ra t e  system of obs tac les  was placed along 

t h e  t i d a l  f l a t  between t he  high-water mark and t he  low- 

water  mark. ELement *C*, with  t e l l e r  mines lashed t o  the  

upr igh t ,  was t h e  f i rst  obs tac le  t he  landing c r a f t  would 

encounter. The next obs tac le  to  be encountered was heavy 

l o g s  driven i n t o  t h e  sand a t  such an angle t h a t  t h e  mine 

t ipped  ends pointed seaward. Next obstauct ion included 

t h e  hedge hogs, which consis ted  of s t e e l  ratls crossed a t  

t h e  center.  (67) 

Defensive pos i t ions  were dug along t he  coast  a t  t h e  

edge of t he  t i d a l  f l a t s .  These pos i t i ons  had graz ing o r  

f i r e  on t he  beach. The system of p i l lboxes ,  open 

witness,  s e l f .  (65) Personal knowledge, s e l f .  
R-4, p. 20. 



emplacements, an t i t ank  d i tches ,  barbed wire and mine 

f i e l d s  were mutually supporting. The trenches were 

connected by tunne l s  i n  t he  h i l l s i d e .  (68) 

Machine guns were t h e  basic defense weapon but were 

supplemented wi th  s i x ty  l i g h t  a r t i l l e r y  p ieces  of various 

types.  Concrete casemates designed f o r  guns of 75mm t o  

80mm, were covering t h e  beach. Heavier guns were s i t e d  

t o  g ive  l a t e r a l  f i r e .  The casemates were constructed 

w i t h  a t h i ck  wing w a l l  t o  conceal t h e  f l a s h  o f  these  guns. 

Mortars and Rockets were i n  pos i t i on  behind t he  b lu f f  t o  

f l r e  on t h e  approaching c r a f t  and t o  l a y  down devas ta t ing  

f i r e  on the  beach. (69) 

A t  Pointe-du-Hoe a b a t t e r y  of six, 155mm howitzers 

were mounted i n  casemates. These guns were I n  a c r i t i c a l  

p o s i t i o n  a s  they could p lace  f l r e  i n  both the  V Corps and 

V I I  Corps areas.  (70) 

It was est imated t h a t  s i x t y  Divisions were i n  France. 

Cha rac t e r i s t i c s  of these  d iv i s ions  a r e  ae follows: Seven- 

t e e n  Infant ry ;  Twenty-six were l im i t ed  employment u n i t s ;  

Seven t r a i n i n g  u n i t s  and Ten Panzer o r  Panzer Grenadier 

Divisions. (71)  

According t o  our 0-2 information t he  following u n i t s  

were i n  t he  V Corps sector:  716th In fan t ry  Division, 709th 

I n f a n t r y  Division, 711th In fan t ry  Division and 243d Infant ry  

Division, and were i n  defensive pos i t ions .  It was deter-  

nined t h a t  t h e  716th In fan t ry  Division was defending t he  

a r e a  between Is igny and Caen, covering a f i f t y - t h r ee  mile 

f r o n t .  It was estimated that only one Bat ta l ion  was oc- 

cupying t he  defensive pos i t i ons  on Omaha Beach. (72) 

DEBARKATION - SHIP TO SHORE 

Debarkation s ignal  was sounded a t  0300 hours on t h e  



A. P. A. Charles Carrol l  and troops immeaiately moved t o  

t h e i r  assigned s t a t i on .  Company M moved t o  t h e i r  s t a t i o n  

a s  pe r  schedule. Four boat teams had no t rouble  loading 

but  two boat teams had d i f f i c u l t y  i n  loading, as t he  sea 

was very choppy. 

These boats  f i n a l l y  loaded, joined t h e  boat group i n  

t h e  rendezvous area.  After t he  assembly of t he  e n t i r e  boat 

group i n  t he  rendezvous area ,  the  group made the  approach 

t o  t h e  l i n e  of departure. 

The sea  w a s  so rough and choppy t h a t  most of t h e  c r a f t  

were dragging a l o t  of water. Waves were breaking over top 

of t h e  c r a f t  and t he  men and equipment were drenched. (73) 

The boat group reached t he  Line of Departure ea r ly ,  

but t he  contro l  boat waved t h e  Naval Of f ice r  on. Progress 

was very slow and the  condi t ion  of t he  sea wasn't improving. 

From the  Line of Departure t he  boat group took Up i t s  

proper formation. It was good t o  hear  our Naval f i r e  going 

i n ,  but  the  personnel soon r e a l i z e d  t h a t  this opera t ion  was 

not  a dry run. Ships were being sunk by a r t i l l e r y ,  and mwh- 

i n e  gun f i r e  bea t  agains t  t h e  ramps of t he  LCVP's. 

It was very misty, which made observation of t he  beach 

and picking of landmarks d i f f i c u l t .  (74) 

FIRE SUPPORT PLAN 

The Eighth Air Force f o r  severa l  months before D-Day 

had been bombing t he  French Coast and t he  i n t e r i o r  (Lines 

of Communication). 

The Eighth and Ninth Air Forces were t o  bomb s t rong 

p o i n t s  i n  t h e  Normandy beach a rea  J u s t  p r i o r  t o  H Hour .&Day. 

(75) 

There were two Naval F i r e  Support Groups; Group I con- 

s i s t i n g  of a ba t t l e sh ip ,  a  c r u i s e r  and four  destroyers .  

T h i s  group was t o  support t h e  29th In fan t ry  Division. Group 

(73)  Personal knowledge, s e l f .  Eyewitness, s e l f .  (74) Per- 
sonal  knowledge s e l f .  (75) R-4, p. 28, 29. 



I1 c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a b a t t l e s h i p ,  two c r u i s e r s  and f o u r  de- 

s t r o y e r s ,  was t o  support  t h e  i s t  I n f a n t r y  Division. Naval 

f i r e  would commence a t  H-40 and l i f t  at H-3. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  support  groups, t h e r e  were a number 

of  support ing c r a f t  c o n s i s t i n g  of two LCG wl th  47mm guns, six- 

t e e n  LCTI s, car ry ing  tanks,  t e n  LCTI s carrying t h i r t y - s i x  

105mm howitzers. These weapons were t o  open f i r e  a t  d i f f -  

e r e n t  ranges. F ina l ly ,  nine LcT(R)'s s t a t ioned  about 3000 

ya rds  o f f  shore were t o  f i r e  1000 HE rocke t s  each. (76) 

>DAY - ACTUAL LANDING OF TEE 116TH RCT 

The 1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  a s s ~ u l t  teams landed with d i f f i c u l t y .  

It wzs evident  a t  H p l u s  1 minute t h a t  the  enemy f o r t i -  

f i c a t i o n  had not  been neut ra l ized .  The wel l  concealed em- 

pl2cements were hard t o  l o c a t e ,  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and tank 

support  was handicapped by t h e  rough s e a  and poor observat- 

ion .  

The 1st Ba t t a l ion  landed a t  H p l u s  1 minute (as shown on 

die.gram) and were confronted with devas ta t ing  f i r e  on the  

beach, s u f f e r i n g  a l a r g e  percent  of casua l t i e s .  (77)  

The 2d Ba t t a l ion  landed at H p l u s  1 minute (as shown) 

w i t h  out  much u n i t y  but  c a s u a l t i e s  were comparatively l i g h t .  

(78)  

The 3d B a t t a l i o n  landed at H p l u s  30 minutes (as shown) 

and began n e u t r a l i z i n g  t h e  enemy p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  zone. 

Company M was landed on Easy Green and Easy Red beaches, a- 

bout  e i g h t  hundred yards e a s t  of  Dog Red beach. Small arms 

f i r e  was heavy, but  seemed t o  be f i r i n g  i n  a f i x e d  lane.  

Men were t ak ing  refuge  behind the  s e a  w a l l .  No advance w a s  

be ing  made over  the  sea  w a l l .  (79) 

Company Commander of Company M d i r e c t e d  t h a t  two sec t ions  

of machine guns be  placed i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  f i r e  on gun emulace- 

(76)  H-4, p. 29, 30. (77)  Eye witness ,  s e l f .  (78)  P e r s o n d  
knowledge, s e l f .  (79)  Eye witness ,  s e l f .  



ments. One s e c t i o n  o f  81mm mor ta r s  was p l aced  i n  p o s i t i o n  

and f i r e d  wh i t e  phosphorus on open gun emplacement t o  

a s s i s t  t h e  advance o f  t h e  r i f l e  men a c r o s s  t h e  s e a  w a l l  (80) 

L t  Thomas, 1st  P l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  found a break i n  t h e  

w i r e  and Company M moved a c r o s s  t h e  sea w a l l ,  th rough  t h e  

*Leyn t o  t h e  b l u f f .  The advance was slow a s  t h e  u n i t  moved 

th rough  t h e  mine f i e l d  on  t o p  o f  t h e  b l u f f .  One s e c t i o n  of 

machine guns and one s e c t i o n  o f  mor t a r s  were not  accounted 

f o r  u n t i l  l a t e  that af ternoon.  

The move a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  b l u f f  was i n  a s i n g l e  

f i l e ,  b u t  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  men took r e f u g e  behind t h e  she l f  

o f  t h e  b l u f f .  

Contact  was made w i t h  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  a t  t h e  edge of t h e  

wood, sou th  o f  t h e  beach. 

The advance of t h e  B a t t a l i o n  was h a l t e d  by mor ta r  f i r e  

from St .  Laurent-Sur-Mer. The column was immediately Te- 

o rganized ,  w i t h  Company I and 1st P la toon ,  Company M lead- 

i n g  t h e  advance. The column came under  f i r e  as they  reached 
C 

t h e  r o a d  from Lee-Xoulin t o  St .  Laurent .  

Two s e c t i o n s  o f  8 1 m m  mor t a r s  went i n  t o  p o s i t i o n  and 

f i r e  was a d j u s t e d  upon enemy p o s i t i o n s .  (81)  

Leading e lements  of  Company L were r e p o r t e d  t o  be a t  t h e  

edge of t h e  woods on  t h e  l e f t .  They were employed by t h e  

Sat t a l i o n  Commander o r g a n i z i n g  a base  of f i r e .  

One p l a t o o n  o f  each Company I and Company L advanced 

a c r o s s  t h e  d r a w  under  this base  o f  f i r e .  Mortar f i r e  w a s  

sAkif ted t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  h l l l  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  a s s a u l t i n g  

t r o o p s  t o  t a k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

The B a t t a l i o n ,  w i t h  two Companies a b r e a s t ,  advanced 

a c r o s s  t h e  draw, bu t  t h e  l e a d i n g  element encountered heavy 

machine gun f i r e  and were unable  t o  g e t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i dge .  

(80 ,  81) Eye wi tnes s ,  s e l f .  



By 1290 hours  6 June t h e  e n t i r e  S a t t a l i o n  w a s  i n  this  

drew, between Les  MoT1len and St .  Laurent-Sur-Mer. 

L t  Go1 Lawrence E. Neeks, S a t t a l i o n  Commander forin- 

u l a t e d  a p l an  and decided t o  flanX t h e  enemy p o s i t i o n  

on t h e i r  r i g h t .  (82) 

Company L w i t h  1st  P la toon  and 1st  Sect ion,  3d P l a toon  

from Company M t r i e d  t o  a t t a c k  t o  t h e  e a s t  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  

c l e a r  o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The a t t a c k  was i n  p rog res s ,  when 

t h e  navy f i r e d  upon t h e  s t e e p l e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  (83) 

The enemy f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  heavy w i t h  auto- 

n a t i c  weapons f i r i n g  from t h r e e  d i r e c t i o n s .  Small c a l i b e r  

a n t i a i r c r a f t  weapons f i r e d  p o i n t  b l ank  i n  t o  Company L. 

More c a s u a l t i e s  had been encountered i n  this maneuver 

t h a n  was exper ienced c r o s s i n g  t h e  beach. Our own Naval 

f i r e  had a demoral iz ing e f f e c t  upon t h e  t roops .  Com9any 

L was o rde red  back i n t o  t h e  d r a w .  

Another e f f o r t  was made around t h e  nose  o f  t h e  hill. 

The mor ta rs  from Coapany M p l a c e d  HE and smoke In thk  

o r c h a r d  t o  a s s i s t  Company I advance. Very l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  

was nade as t h e  Company came under heavy f i r e  from t h e  r i g h t  

f l a n k  and r e a r .  (84) 

It may be v e l l  t o  s t o p  he re  and o r i e n t  t h e  r e a d e r  

abou t  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  B a t t a l i o n .  Eleven of t h e  twelve 

a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e s  were l o s t  i n  t h e  approach t o  t h e  beach. 

Tanks were n o t  a b l e  t o  g e t  o f f  t h e  beaches.  Naval F i r e  

Support  P a r t y  were c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  beach. (85) 

A t  2000, 6 June 44, a p l a toon  l e a d e r  o f  Cannon Company 

co i l t ac ted  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  Commander and informed h i m  that he 

had t h e e  guns co,?iing up from t h e  beach. 

A coord ina t ed  e f f o r t  w i t h  t h e  S/P of Cannon Co?iip,pany 

and Company K was r e p u l s e d  as t h e  S/P were knocked out .  

( 8 2 )  P e r s o n a l  knowledge, s e l f .  (83, 84) Eye wi tness ,  s e l f .  
( 8 5 )  Pe r sona l  knowledge, eye wi tnes s ,  s e l f .  



By 2300, 6 June  44 it was dec ided  by t h e  B a t t a l i o n  

Comaander t o  b u t t o n  up f o r  t h e  n igh t .  Two guns from 

Anti-Tank Company came i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  B a t t a l i o n  

Commander d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t hey  cover t h e  road. Each Company 

w a s  a s s i g n e d  a s e c t o r  i n  t h e  per imeter .  (86) 

A t  n i g h t  f a l l  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  i s  far from i t s  D-Day 

o b j e c t i v e ,  with no communication w i t h  o u t s i d e  u n i t s  and 

o n l y  l i m i t e d  communication w i t h  I n  t h e  Ba t t a l i on .  (87 )  

C a s u a l t i e s  o f  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  were comparat ively  l i g h t  

t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Regiment. A t o t a l  of  800 k i l l e d ,  i n  

t h e  f i r s t  days  a c t i o n ,  i n  t h e  Regiment. (88) 

Elements o f  f i v e  B a t t a l i o n s  had spent  t h e  day t r y i n g  

t o  b reak  t h o u g h  enemy defense  at St .  Laurent-Sur-Ner. (89) 

D PLUS 1. 7 JUNE 1344 

P l a n s  f o r  D p l u s  1 had t o  be  a d j u s t e d  t o  f i t  circum- 

s t a n c e s .  Tine Regimental Commander o f  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y ,  Col 

C h a r l e s  W. D. Canham, made c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Commanding 

General ,  29 th  I n f a n t r y  Div is ion ,  e a r l y  tine morning of 7 

June  44. (90)  

Tbe regiment  w a s  s c a t t e r e d  a long  t h e  coas t  l i n e .  Re- 

mainder of  t h e  1st  B a t t a l i o n  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  V i e r v i l l e -  

Sur-Xer, w i t h  e lements  o f  Regimental Headquarters Company. 

The 2d and 3d B a t t a l i o n s  were i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  S t .  Laurent- 

Sur-Mer. 

The 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment w a s  t o  t h e  e a s t  of S t .  

Laurent-Sur-Mer, where t h e i r  advance had been r e p u l s e d  by 

t h e  enemy i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  St. Laurent .  

1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment i n  Corps r e s e r v e ,  were s t i l l  

a f l o e t .  (91) 

Strong p o i n t s  occupied by t h e  enemy on t h e  b l u f f s ,  

cont inued t o  h a r a s s  t h e  beaches. The enemy i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

(85) Eye w i t n e s s ,  s e l f .  (87,  88, 8 9 )  Persona l  knowledge, 
s e l f .  (88, 89) R-5. (90,  91) R-4, p. 122. 
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of  V i e r v i l l e  and  Pointe-du-Soe had t h r e e  Ranger Companies 

i s o l a t e d .  (32)  

It was Cecided t h a t  t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  

and t h e  5 t h  Ranger B a t t a l i o n ,  supported with tanks ,  would 

d r i v e  west and r e l i e v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  Pointe-du-Hoe. 2d 

and  35 B a t t a l i o n s  would &im west from St. Laurent  t o  Vier- 

v i l l e  and c l e a r  t h e  b l u f f  o f  any enemy r e s i s t a n c e .  1 1 5 t h  

I n f a n t r y  w i t h  t h e  miss ion  o f  pushing i n l a n d  t o  Longuevi l le  

and I s igny .  (93) 

The 3d B a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  formation;  Company 

I suppor ted  by one machine gun p l a t o o n  and one s e c t i o n  

m o r t a r s  from Company M c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  column on t h e  r i g h t .  

Company L, suppor ted  by one machine gun p l a t o o n  and one 

s e c t i o n  of mor t a r s  from Company 1.f c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  column on 

t h e  l e f t ;  Company K r e a r  guard. The B a t t a l i o n  moved o u t  

a l o n g  t h e  b l u f f ,  encounter ing very l i t t l e  oppos i t ion .  

About 500 y a r d s  e a s t  o f  V i e r v i l l e  t h e  Company Gommand- 

e r  o f  Company M made c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  column and 

found that his u n i t  w a s  fo l lowing  Company L, 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y .  

The Commanding O f f i c e r ,  Company M, dec ided  t o  con t inue  t o  

f o l l o w  Company L, 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  as t h e y  were t o  t u r n  l e f t  

an& he could  J o i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  his b a t t a l i o n  at V i e r v i l l e .  A 

messenger w a s  d i spa t ched  t o  t h e  B a t t a l i o n .  (94)  

A s  t h e  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y ,  reached t h e  out- 

s k i r t s  of  V i e r v i l l e ,  they  were hit h a r d  with Medium A r t i l l e r y  

f i r e ,  b u t  con t inued  t o  advance. They had advanced approxi- 

n a t e l y  two hundred yards  and were con f ron ted  by an  enemy 

s t r o n g  p o i n t .  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  Company M r e c e i v e d  a 

r a d i o  message from t h e  B a t t a l i o n  Commander of t h e  enemy 

p o s i t i o n .  The small group from Company M was deployed end 

(92, 93)  R-4, p.123. (94) Per sona l  knowledge - 3ye wi tness ,  
s e l f .  
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hi t  t h e  enemy p o s i t i o n  on t h e  f l a n k  complete ly  by s u r p r i s e .  

T h i s  helwed r e l i e v e  t h e  p r e s s u r e  and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  con- 

t i n u e d  i t ' s  advance. About 2000, 7  June 44 t h e  b a t t a l i o n  

was o rde red  t o  h a l t  i t s  advance t o  t h e  south. (95) 

Company Commanders were o rde red  t o  meet t h e  B a t t a l i o n  

C. 0 .  a t  t h e  Cross  Road t o  r e c e i v e  f u r t 3 e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  (96 )  

The enemy cont inued  t o  s h e l l  V i e r v i l l e ,  caus ing  a 

number of c a s u a l t i e s  and a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  confusion.  How- 

e v e r  by 2300 h o u r s  o r d e r s  had been r e c e i v e d  t o  o rgan ize  a 

p e r i m e t e r  defense  around V i e r v i l l e .  

By n i g h t - f a l l  t h e  S a t t a l i o n s  had  made l i t t l e  p rog res s ,  

b u t  c a s u a l t i e s  were r e l a t i v e l y  l i g h t .  (97)  

1st B a t t a l i o n ,  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  and t h e  5 t h  Ranger Bat- 

t a l i o n  were i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  St .  Pierre-du-Eont. The i r  

advance had been l i m i t e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  from Maisy and 

numerous s t r o n g  po in t s .  (98)  

2d and 3d B a t t a l i o n s ,  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  were occupying a 

p e r i m e t e r  de fense  o f  V i e r v i l l e .  

Tne 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment advance was r a t h e r  s l o v  

d u r i n g  t h e  day and was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Louviers  and 

Longuevi l le .  

1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment came a sho re  between t h e  hours  

o f  1230 and 1530; l o s i n g  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  c r a f t  t o  n ines .  They 

began t h e i r  march i n l a n d  and by 2000, 7 June 44, were i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  o f  Gruchy. 

Remainder o f  t h e  3 i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  landed durir,g 

t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  7 June 44. ( 9 9 )  

D PLUS 2 .  8 JUNE 1944 

General  Gerhardt  assumed command o f  t h e  29 th  I n f a n t r y  

D iv i s ion  and F i e l d  Order #3 w a s  i s s u e d  at 2330, 7 June 44.(100) 

( 9 5 )  Xessage from Lt Col L. E. Meeks, Persona l  knowledge, 
S e l f .  (96)  Verbal  o r d e r s  o f  Bn CO. ( 97 )  Persona l  knowledge, 
s e l f .  (98,  99)  R-4, p. 126, 127. (100)  R-4, p. 127. 



The 1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  supported by two B a t t a l i o n s  of 

Tanks was o rde red  t o  move v i a .  Eng le squev i l l e  and c a p t u r e  

La Cambe, and cont inue  toward I s igny .  The 115 th  I n f a n t r y  

( l e s s  one B a t t a l i o n )  had t h e  miss ion  o f  s e i z i n g  t h e  h igh  

ground from Longuevi l le  t o  Norrnanville t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  

f l a n k  o f  t h e  1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y .  One B a t t a l i o n  was t o  move t o  

Formigny t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  l e f t  f l ank .  

The 116th I n f a n t r y  and Rangers had t h e  miss ion  of 

c l e a r i n g  t h e  c o a s t  l i n e  from V i e r v i l l e  t o  I s i g n y  of a l l  

ecemy r e s i s t a n c e .  (101) 

S i t u a t i o n  a t  Pointe-du-Hoe remained unchafiged and 

t h e  enemy z r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Grand Camp and 

F ? i s y  was s t i l l  a c t i v e  d e s p i t e  a l l  e f f o r t s  of t h e  Naval 

f i r e .  

Ea r ly  t h e  morning of 8 June 44 t h e  23 and 3d B a t t a l i o n s ,  

1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  p l u s  two Companies o f  Tanks moved d o n g  t h e  

Vierv i l l e -Grand  Camp road  w i t h  t h e  36 B a t t a l i o n  t h e  advance 

guard.  38. S a t t a l i o n  w a s  i n  i t s  u s u a l  formation.  

The advance was u-neventful u n t i l  t h e  head of t h e  

column came i n  s i g h t  of Grand Camp and came under  f i r e .  

( 102 )  

B a t t a l i o n  Commander was fo rmula t ing  his p l a n  o f  

a t t a c k  when h e  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  from Iiegirnent t o  a t t e c k  

toward Pointe-du-Hoe. 

The 1st  B a t t a l i o n  and t h e  Rangers were t o  s t r i k e  t h e  

enemy from t h e  e a s t ,  and t h e  36 B a t t a l i o n ,  w i t h  tanks, from 

t h e  west. (103) 

I n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  3d B a t t a l i o n  t o  t a k e  up i t s  b a t t l e  

p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  had t o  t r a v e r s e  i t ' s  s t e p s  a 1000 

y a r d s  under heavy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  

( 101 )  R-E. (102)  Pe r sona l  knowledge, Eye wi tnes s ,  self. 
(103) Kessage from Regimental Commander. 



The a t t a c k  was launched wi th  Company I and Company 

L, a b r e a s t ,  suppor ted  by a p l a t o o n  o f  t anks  and Conpany X. 

The 1st B a t t a l i o n  and t h e  Rangers reached t h e  Pointe-  

du-Eoe wi thout  much oppos i t ion .  Communication was pclor 

and t h e  3d B a t t a l i o n  cont inued  t o  advance. I n f a n t r y  and 

Tank f i r e  w a s  p l a c e d  on t h e  Poin te .  The Rangers were u s ing  

Germm weapons, t h i s  added t o  t h e  confusion.  Heavy c a s u a l t i e s  

were su-ffered b e f o r e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  cou ld  b e  c l e a r e d  up. 

Pointe-&-Hoe was c l e a r e d  and t h e  i s o l a t e d  Rangers were 

c o n t a c t e d  by noon, @ June. (104) 

Movement toward Grand Camp continued.  The 5 t h  ,%nger 

C a t t a l i o n  advanced t o  t h e  v a l l e y  e e s t  o f  Grmd Camp. This  

advance w a s  h a l t e d  by machine gun and  mortar  f i r e  an& they  

l acked  heavy weapons support .  

Colonel  Canham geve t h e  G 0 of  Company M o r d e r s  t o  

move h i s  company i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  suppor t  t h e  5 t h  Rengers. 

Company moved a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d  t o  f i n d  p o s i t i o n  a r eas .  

The 8 1 ~ m  mor t a r s  were i n  p o s i t i o n  and t h e  machine gun pla-  

t o o n s  were working t h e i r  way forward, when o r d e r s  were re-  

c e i v e d  from t h e  Regiaen ta l  Comander t o  withdraw as he 

p l anned  t o  u s e  Naval f i r e .  The company r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  

3d B?.ttalion a r ea .  

About 1600 hours ,  t h e  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  

w a s  o rde red  t o  a t t a c k  a c r o s s  t h e  v a l l e y ;  1st  B a t t a l i o n  

p l u s  Company A, 743rd Tk B a t t a l i o n  would sweep wide t o  the  

s o u t h  and a t t a c k  Maser. 2d B a t t a l i o n  was t o  fo l low t h e  

3d B a t t a l i o n .  (105) 

The enemy had s t r o n g  p o i n t s  on t h e  h i g h  ground east 

of Grand Camp cover ing  t h e  approach a c r o s s  t h e  f looded  

v a l l e y .  The 3d B a t t a l i o n  made s e v e r a l  a t t empt s  t o  c r o s s  

(104)  Pe r sona l  knowledge, s e l f .  (105) R-4, p. 130. Person- 
a l  knowledge, s e l f .  



t h i s  bridge, but  were mowed dowr, by grazing f i r e  from 

t h r e e  d i rec t ions .  (106) 

Company M went i n t o  pos i t i on  t o  support t he  Battalion. 

81mm mortars placed HE and white phosphorus on enemy strong 

po in t s .  Tanks supported t h e  Bat ta l ion  from t h e  road. One 

tank was d isabled  by a mine, but  two tanke advanced t o  t he  

brid-ge t o  provide cover f o r  t he  advance of the  Battal ion.  

(107) 

Company K overran t he  enemy s t rong po in t s  and Company 

I, wi th  one p la toon of machine guns and one sec t ion  of mortars 

a t tached,  passed through Company K, with  the  mission of clear- 

i n g  t h e  r i g h t  ha l f  of Grand Camp. 

Company L, with l i k e  attachments was t o  c l ea r  t he  l e f t  

ha l f  of the  town, Company K r ever ted  t o  Bat ta l ion  reserve. 

Company I advanced very rapidly  and was ordered t o  

hold  up u n t i l  Company L had caught up. (108) 

During this b r i e f  period, Company I drew f i r e  from 

t k e  south sec t ion  of town. 

The Regimental Commander had sen t  t he  2d D a t t a l i ~ n  

sou th  t o  c l e a r  out  t he  l e f t  half of Grand Camp. This move 

was without coordinat ion wi th  t h e  3d Bat ta l ion  Commander, 

r e s u l t i n g  i n  considerable delay and confusion. (109) 

Clearing of t he  town continued a f t e r  t he  proper co- 

o rd ina t ion ,  2d Bat ta l ion  on t he  l e f t  and Company L t o  as- 

s i s t  Company I on t he  r i g h t .  

Company I was pinned down on t h e  beach at t he  west 

edge of town, but witndrew a t  dark. The company suffered  

heavy casua l t i e s .  The Ba t ta l ion  Com;nander ordered Company 

L and I back i n t o  the  town, then t h e  advance was through t he  

southern sec to r  of town. The Ba t ta l ion  went i n t o  a per i -  

meter defense f o r  the  night.  (110) 

(106) Personal knowledge, s e l f .  (lo'?') (108) Eye witness,  
s e l f .  (109) Bn Condr's statement t o  s e l f .  (110) Personal 
knowledge, s e l f .  



Carrying p a r t i e s  were organize& o f  v o l u n t e e r s  from 

Company ?! and 3d B a t t a l i o n  Headquar ters  t o  go back t o  t h e  

beach  and remove t h e  wounded. 

The 1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment exper ienced t h e i r  f i r s t  

o rgan ized  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  t a k e  Grand Camp. 

A l e r g e  number o f  c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t e d  from this t ype  of 

defense .  

Ear ly  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i g h t  t h e  enemy bornbed Grand Carap 

and t l le  road  from V i e r v i l l e ,  h i t t i n g  t h e  Regimental Motor 

column. (111) 

T ie  1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  had been s u c c e s s f u l  du r ing  t h e  day 

and by n i g h t  had one B a t t a l i o n  at  Canchy and two B a t t a l i o n s  

i n  t h e  Longuevi l le  a r ea .  The 1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  made a twelve 

m i l e  advance and c a p t u r e d  I s igny .  The 116 th  I n f a n t r y  Ftegi- 

ment bivouaced i n  t h e  Yaisy-Grand C a m p  a r ea .  By t h e  end of 

t h e  day, 9 Jun 44, t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  of t h e  inunda ted  Aure 

Va l l ey  had been c l e ~ x e d  of o rgan ized  enemy r e s i s t a n c e .  (112) 

D PLUS 3 - 9 JUNE 1944 

M e l d  Order &, 29th  I n f a n t r y  D iv i s ion  was i s s u e d  t h e  

n i g h t  o f  8-9 June  44. 

The 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  was o rde red  t o  crot;s t h e  Aure Val ley 

and c a p t u r e  B r i c q u e v i l l e ,  Colombieres, and t h e  C a l e t t e  ;ioods. 

(113)  

The 1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment w i t h  t h e  mission o f  secur- 

i n g  t h e  Corps f l a n k  a long t h e  Vire  River.  

The 1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment had t h e  miss ion of c l ea r -  

i n g  o u t  t h e  a r e a  from Grand Camp t o  I s igny .  (114) 

About 0830, 9 Jun  44, a r e i n f o r c e d  Company was sen t  

back t o  f i n i s h  mooping up i n  Grand Camp. The u n i t  met 

p r a c t i c a l l y  no oppos i t ion .  

(111)  Statement o f  Motor Sgt t o  s e l f .  (112) R-4, p. 130. 
(113,  114) R-7. 



J u s t  as t h e  regiment was moving o u t  on i t s '  a s s igned  

miss ion ,  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Jo ined  t h e i r  u n i t s .  Company 

1.1 had  f i v e  j e e p s  and one h a l f - t r a c k  a sho re  at  this time. 

The 1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment took up t h e  approach march to- 

ward La Cambe, In a column o f  B a t t a l i o n s ;  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  

o rde r :  36 B a t t a l i o n ;  2d E a t t a l i o n ;  Regimental Headquarters;  

CN and Anti- tank; and 1st B a t t a l i o n .  The v e h i c l e s  moved by 

bounds w i t h i n  t h e  column. 

The 3d B a t t a l i o n  w a s  i n  a normal a d v m c e  guard  format- 

i o n ,  w i t h  Company L and a t tachments  from Company M l e d ,  t h e  

march. Company I and a t t a c k c e n t s  fol lowed Company L. Head- 

q u a r t e r s  and Headquar ters  Company w a s  next  i n  column, follow- 

ed  by Company K. (115)  

T h i s  movement was wi thout  i n c i d e n t  and t h e  Regiment 

occupied  an  o u t p o s t  l i n e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  La Cambe and 

Longuevi l le .  

The 1 s t  and 2d B a t t a l i o n s  occupied p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  o f  La Cambe and t h e  3d B a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  Longuevi l le  

a r e a .  

Company L and a t tachments  were i n  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  e a s t  

h a l f  o f  t h e  En Zone. Con~pany I and a t tachments  were i n  

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  west  s ec to r .  

A l a r g e  ammunition dump i n  Company L s e c t o r  w a s  h i t  

d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ,  by low bombing enemy a i r c r a f t .  A number 

of  c a s u d t i e s w e r e  s u f f e r e d  by Companies L and M. The re-  

mainder o f  t h e  n i g h t  was ve ry  q u i e t .  (116) 

The 115th I n f a n t r y  Reglment had c ros sed  t h e  Aure Val ley 

and cont inued  t o  push in l and .  The 1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regimeiit 

w a s  having d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s ecu r ing  t h e  V Corps r i g h t  f lank.  

T h e l l 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment was i n  Div is ion  reserve .  (117) 

(115,  116, 117)  Persona l  knowledge, s e l f .  
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D PLUS 4  - 1 0  JUNE 1944 

The 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment had t h e  miss ion t o  push 

on t o  t h e  E l l e  River. The 1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  w i th  t h e  r i g h t  

f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  miss ion would de tach  a company t o  make con- 

t a c t  w i t h  e lements  of  VII Corps, w i t h  t h e  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  

s t i l l  i n  Div is ion  r e se rve .  (118) 

The 1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  spent  t h e  day i n  r eo rgan iza t ion .  

Men and o f f i c e r s  were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  1 s t  B a t t a l i o n .  

The Regiment was about 50% o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t r e n g t h ,  bu t  t he  

1st B a t t a l i o n  had s u f f e r e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number of c a s u a l t i e s .  

(119  

It k d  been found d i f f i c u l t  t o  u s e  t h e  heavy machine 

guns  from p o s i t i o n s  on t o p  o f  t h e  hedge rows w i t h  t h e  re-  

g u l a r  t r i pod .  Four l i g h t  machine gun t r i p o d s ,  M-2, were 

s e c u r e d  from t h e  Ordnance Company on t h e  beach. L a t e r  on 

t h e  company secured enough f o r  each heavy machine gun. (120) 

The men o f  t h e  regiment  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  r e s t  

as t h e  n i g h t  was very  q u i e t .  

We f i n d  t h e  115 th  I n f a n t r y  on i t s  o b j e c t i v e  i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  o f  Marquer i te -d lEl le  an6 Epinay-Tesson. The 1 7 5 t h  

I n f a n t r y  was i n  p o s i t i o n  west  of t i e  115 th  I n f a n t r y  secur- 

i n g  t h e  V Corps r i g h t  f l ank .  (121) 

D PLUS 5 - 11 JUNE 1944 

The 2 9 t h  I n f a n t r y  D iv i s ion  was t o  cont inue  i t s  mission. 

Tne 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment was t o  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  p o s i t i o n  

p r i o r  t o  c r o s s i n g  t h e  E l l e  River.  The 1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Re- 

g i n e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  miss ion o f  secur ing  t h e  Corps f l a n k  and 

making con tac t  w i t h  elements of VII Corps, was t o  cont inue  

t o  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  pos i t i on .  (122)  

A f t e r  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  i n  t h e  

Longueville-La Cambe a rea ,  t h e  regiment  was t o  move a c r o s s  

( l i 8 )  R-4, p.145. (119) Pe r sona l  knowledge, s e l f .  (120)  Eye 
w i t n e s s ,  s e l f .  (121)  R-4, p. 145. (122)  R-4, 9. 146. 
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t h e  Aure ,Xiver. 

The regiment  i n  an  approach march, w i t h  i d e n t i c a l  

Porrnz.tion t o  t h a t  o f  9  Jun 44, c r o s s e d  t h e  Aure Val ley  

and  movee i n  t o  bivouac i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  C a s t i l l y .  (123) 

The advance o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  had been r a t h e r  slow to- 

day. The 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment met o rgan ized  r e s i s t a n c e  

s o u t h  o f  t h e  E l l e  River. The 1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment w i t h -  

drew t h e  company that had been detached t o  make c o n t a c t  

w i t h  V I I  Corps because o f  s tubborn r e s i s t a n c e .  (124) 

D PLUS 6 AND 7 - 12-13 JUNE 1944 

V Corps miss ion  at t h i s  t ime w a s  t o  a t t a c k  i n  i t s  

zone i n  con junc t ion  with t h e  B r i t i s h  on t h e  l e f t .  (125)  

The 2 9 t h  I n f a n t r y  D iv i s ion  w a s  t o  cont inue  i n  i t s  

s e c t o r  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  and secu re  t h e  r i g h t  flank and push 

a c r o s s  t h e  E l l e  River  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  a r e e s u r e  

t h a t  was on t h e  V I I  Corps. 

The 1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  had t h e  miss ion  of secur ing  t h e  

r i g h t  f l a n k  md a t t a c k i n g  southwest a c r o s s  t h e  St .  LO- 

I s i g n y  highway. 

The 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  now i n  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  E l l e  River 

w29 t o  a t t a c k  i n  i t s  zone t o  c a p t u r e  St .  Clal r -Sur-El le  

and Couvain. (126)  

Ea r ly  i n  t h e  morning o f  1 2  June 44, t h e  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  

began movement t o  an a s s i g n e d  bivouac nea r  Chippel le .  The 

u s u a l  approach march format ion  w a s  employed. 

Leading e lements  of  t h e  r eg imen ta l  column were en te r -  

i n s  t h e  bivouac a r e a  when t h e  a t t a c k  o r d e r  was rece ived .  The 

1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment w i t h  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  115 th  I n f a n t r y  

w i l l  a t t a c k  and c a ~ t u r e  St .  Clair and Couvain. 

The 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  had been a t t a c k i n g  all day t o  g e t  

a c r o s s  t h e  E l l e  River  and cap tu re  t h e  same o b j e c t i v e s ,  brlt 

( 123 )  Pe r sona l  knowledge s e l f .  (124) R-4, p. 151,  153. 
(125)  R-4, 2. 150. (1261 R-4, p. 154. 



o n l y  one B a t t a l i o n  had c ros sed  t h e  r i v e r .  This  S a t t a l i o n ,  

r e a l i ~ i n g  i t s  p o s i t i o n ,  p l l e d  back. (127) 

The r eg imen ta l  a t t a c k  p l a n  was a s  fol lows:  At tack 

w i t h  two b a t t a l i o n s  a b r e a s t  and c a p t u r e  St. Clair and 

Couvein.. T ie  1st B a t t a l i o n  on t h e  l e f t  w i l l  c r o s s  t h e  

E l l e  River  and c a p t u r e  Couvain. The 2d B a t t a l i o n  on  t h e  

r i g h t  w i l l  c r o s s  t h e  E l l e  River  and cap tu re  St. Clair. The 

38 B a t t a l i o n  w i l l  c r o s s  t h e  E l l e  River ,  behincl t h e  1 s t  Bat- 

t a l i o n ,  and c a p t u r e  S t .  Jean-de-Savigny. The 36 B a t t a l i o n ,  

1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  w i l l  b e  i n  reg imenta l  rese rve .  (128) 

Launching o f  t h e  a t t a c k  began about  1730, 1 2  Jun  44. 

The 1 s t  and 2d B a t t a l i o n s  had  edvanced t o  t h e  r i v e r  l i n e ,  

where t hey  met w i t h  very  determined r e s i s t a n c e .  The enemy 

haci a l l  p o s s i b l e  approaches covered with an t i - t ank  o r  s e l f -  

p r o p e l l e d  weapons. (129) 

The 3d B a t t a l i o n ,  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  w a s  i n  i t s  u s u a l  fo r -  

mat ion  wi th  Company L l e a d i n g  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  Company L had 

advanced t o  t h e  c r o s s  road,  where t hey  met t he  Regimental 

Commander. He d i r e c t e d  Company L t o  b e a r  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  i n t o  

t h e  2d B a t t a l i o n ' s  s e c t o r ,  t o  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  The remaind- 

e r  of  3d B a t t a l i o n  c ros sed  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  

s e c t o r .  Contact  w i t h  Company L and one p l a toon  o f  machine guns 

and one s e c t i o n  o f  mor ta rs  from Company M w a s  no t  e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n t i l  d a y l i g h t .  (1303 

The regiment  c rossed  t h e  r i v e r  du r ing  darkness.  Mach- 

i n e  gun and mortar  f i r e  was heavy b u t  no t  too e f f e c t i v e .  

The 2d B a t t a l i o n  advanced t o  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  S t .  Clair, 

bu t  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  w a s  heavy. With a n  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  

p l a c e d  on t h e  town, t h e  26  B a t t a l i o n  cap tured  t h e  town &out 

1000, 13 June 44. 

(127)  R-4, p. 155. (128, 129, 130)  Pe r sona l  knowledge, s e l f .  
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The 1st  Ba t ta l ion  had more opposi t ion i n  taking t h e i r  

ob jec t ive  and a t  dayl ight  were f a r  from t h e i r  object ive.  

(131) 

The 36 Bat ta l ion ,  116th  Infant ry ,  took St.  Jean-de- 

Savigny during t h e  night  wi th  l i t t l e  r es i s t ance .  Orders 

were received t h a t  t he  3d Bat ta l ion ,  116th In fan t ry  would 

a s s i s t  the  3d Sa t t a l ion ,  115th In fan t ry  i n  the  capture of 

Couvain. 

A coordinated a t t a ck  w a s  planned, t h a t  the  3d Bat ta l ion ,  

116th  Infant ry ,  would a t t a c k  from the  ea s t  f lank and t he  36 

Bat ta l ion ,  115th  Infant ry ,  would a t t a c k  from the  west flank. 

The capture of Couvain came as a  su rp r i s e ,  both b a t t a l i o n s  

moved i n  without much d i f f i c u l t y .  

The 3d Bat ta l ion ,  115th Infant ry ,  was ordered t o  push 

through Couvain and occupy t h e  outpost l i n e  j u s t  nor thecs t  

o f  t h e  St,  Lo-Isigny highway. (132) 

Company I, with one p la toon of machine guns and one 

s e c t i o n  of mortars from Company M, a t tached,  were t o  occupy 

t h e  r i g h t  sec tor ,  push ou t  as far  a s  poss ib le ,  and maintain 

contac t  wi th  t he  2d Bat ta l ion  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of St. Clair .  

Company K ,  with one sec t ion  of mortars from Company M, 

a t tached,  was t o  occupy t he  cen te r  s ec to r  and maintein con- 

t a c t  with Company I on t he  r i g h t  and Company L on t he  l e f t .  

(133) 

Company L, with one platoon of machine guns and one 

s ec t i on  of mortars from Company M ,  a t tached,  was t o  push as 

f a r  south from Couvain as poss ib le  and occupy t h e  l e f t  sect- 

o r  of t he  Ba t ta l ion  a r ea .  Contact was maintained wi th  Corn- 

pany K on t he  r i g h t ,  but were unable t o  maintain contzct  wi th  

t h e  115th In f an t ry  on the  l e f t .  This cons t i tu ted  a gap i n  

t h e  outpost  l i n e .  (134) 

(131, 132, 133, 134) Personal knowledge, s e l f .  



The 1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment was unable  t o  r e a c h  t h e  

r o d .  The 2d B a t t a l i o n  had secured S t .  Clair b u t  d i d n ' t  

advence f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  Small enemy f o r c e s  i n f i l t -  

r a t e ?  i n t o  t h e  town but  were qu ick ly  dest royed.  (135)  

I n  t h e  3d B a t t a l i o n  a r e a ,  Company I and Company K 

h e l d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s ,  d e s n i t e  s e v e r a l  a t t empt s  by t h e  enemy 

t o  b reak  through. I n  Company L t s  s e c t o r ,  t h e  enemy took 

advantage o f  t h e  open f l a n k  and launched s e v e r a l  small 

c o u n t e r a t t a c k s  du r ing  t h e  day. Company L  was a b l e  t o  re-  

p u l s e  t h e s e  a t t a c k s .  During t h e  n i g h t  ano the r  coun te ra t t ack  

pushed Bompany L back about  100 yards.  The l i n e  was r e -  

s t o r e d  when Lt. Thomas, P l a t o o n  Leader, Machine Sun P la toon ,  

managed t o  h a l t  t h e  f l e e i n g  r i f l emen  and p u t  them back on 

l i n e  w i t h  t h e  Machine Gun Platoon,  The counte r  a t t a c k  was 

f i n a l l y  r epu l sed .  (136)  

Company C was o rde red  t o  move i n  p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  

t h e  l e f t  f l ank .  

During t h e  n i g h t ,  13 Jun 44, t h e  a r e a  was pounded w i t h  

enemy medium a r t i l l e r y .  St rong r e s i s t a n c e  was be ing  met i n  

t h e  e n t i r e  23 th  I n f a n t r y  s e c t o r .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

enemy was p r e p a r i n g  t o  defend St. Lo. (137) 

C a s u a l t i e s  f o r  t h e  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment du r ing  t h e  

l a s t  o p e r a t i o n  were heavy. We must reaember t h i s  regiment 

h e s  no t  had any replacements  s i n c e  l a n d i n g  on t h e  beach,  I1- 

Day. 

The 1 7 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment h a s  advanced t o  t h e  Vi re  

Eliver, i n  t h e  r i g h t  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  Div is ion ,  t h e  1 1 6 t h  Inf-  

a n t r y  Regiment i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of S t .  Clair and Couvain.. 

The 1 1 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  Regiment i n  t h e  l e f t  Pear  of 1 1 6 t h  Inf-  

a n t r y ,  i n  D iv i s ion  r e se rve .  (138) 

(135)  Pe r sona l  knowledge, s e l f .  (136)  Statement o f  Lt .  
Thomas t o  s e l f .  (137) R-4, p. 158. (138) Persona l  know- 
l e d g e ,  s e l f .  



ANALYSIS AND CRITICISX 

I n  malting a s tudy of this o p e r a t i o n  it i s  n e e d l e s s  

t o  say  t h e  116th I n f a n t r y  Regiment w a s  a s s i g n e d  a d i f f i -  

c c l t  task. Any u n i t  g iven  an  a s s a u l t  miss ion an h o s t i l e  

beaches  would b e  con f ron ted  w i t h  a d i f f i c u l t  task. 

S p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  t h i s  u n i t  r e c e i v e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

a s s s u l t  was w e l l  spent .  T ra in ing  w a s  conducted on s i m i l a r  

t e r r a i n  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  a s s a u l t .  It i s  t h e  op in ion  

o f  t h e  a u t h o r  tha t  enough emphasis was n o t  pmacea on breach- 

i n g  t h e  d e f e n s e  i n  hedgerow country.  The enemy had u t i l i -  

zed t h e  hedgerows, ( o f  t h e i r  w a l l  of  s tone  and t r e e s )  t o  

b u i l d  up a s t r o n g  defense .  More t ime  should  have keen 

s p e n t  on t h e  breach ing  o f  t h e  enemy s t r o n g  defense  and 

v a l u a b l e  t ime  and m a t e r i a l  and pe r sonne l  would have been 

saved. 

Planning i n  an  amphibious o p e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  most es- 

s e n t i a l  phase o f  a s u c c e s s f u l  opera t ion .  Every d e t a i l  w a s  

cons ide red  i n  t h e  p lanning  phase and du r ing  a l l  r e h e a r a s .  

I n  t h e  p l a n s ,  d i f f e r e n t  teams, such as t h e  F i r e  Support 

P a r t i e s ,  Naval Shore F i r e  Teams, would s t r e s s  and main ta in  

c o o r d i n a t i o n  between each team on t h e  beach. F u l l  e f f e c t -  

i v e n e s s  o f  Naval F i r e  Support was never  ob ta ined ,  due t o  i m -  

p r o p e r  coord ina t ion .  Conversely a number o f  c a s u a l t i e s  of 

o u r  own t r o o p s  were s u f f e r e d  from our  weapons due t o  i m -  

p r o p e r  coord ina t ion .  

Communication i n  any o p e r a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  good 

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a s s a u l t i n g  u n i t s  and t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  o u r  

suppor t ing  weapons. There was p r a c t i c a l l y  no communication 

between u n i t s  anci suppor t ing  weapons i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  

Assau l t  B a t t a l i o n s  were organized  i n  such a manner that 

each  boa t  team cou ld  a s s a u l t  a f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n  independ- 

e n t l y .  But i n  t h e  r e s e r v e  b a t t a l i o n  o f  t h e  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y ,  



o n l y  two boa t  teams p e r  company were organized  f o r  t h e  

a s s a u l t .  Due t o  t h e  I n e v i t a b l e ,  i t  would b e  b e t t e r  that 

a l l  a s s a u l t  teams b e  organized  a l i k e ,  then  any boa t  team 

woulb be  a v a i l e b l e  t o  a s s a u l t  the f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n s .  

Company F4 was organized  I n  s i x  boa t  teams, each boat  

wes comande8 by an  o f f i c e r .  

Four b o a t s  were I d e n t i c a l ,  w i t h  t h e  following: 

a. One s e c t i o n  o f  Heavy Machine Guns. 

b. One squad of 8 1 m m  Mortars. 

c. A p l a t o o n  o r  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r .  

d. A Radto opera tor .  

e. Messengers. 

Two b o a t s  o z r r i e d  t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n  o f  mor ta rs  and 

t h e  Command group. The Company Commander and Ekecut ive  

O f f i c e r  were i n  s e p a r z t e  boe ts .  

Two long  p i e c e s  of rope  were used  dur ing t h e  advance 

from t h e  LCVP t o  t h e  beach. The r o p e s  were used t o  a i d  

t h e  men i n  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  heavy weaFons ashore. A l l  weapons 

were waterproofed and would f l o a t .  This a ide& m a t e r i a l l y  

as t h e  conpany did  n o t  l o s e  any weapons. 

Research and exper iments  a r e  necessary  bu t  should  be  

c a r r i e d  on du r ing  t r a i n i n g  and on f r i e n d l y  t e r r a i n .  The 

3d B a t t a l i o n ,  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  wore a s s a u l t  J a c k e t s  and pack 

boa rds  &r ing  this o p e r a t i o n  as an experiment. Conseouently 

t h e  men c a r r i e d  unnecessary equipment, weighing them down. 

A number o f  c a s u a l t i e s  were r e s u l t e d  from drowning because 

of t h e  burden t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  was ca r ry ing .  

Vehic les  should be  a f l o a t  at  a  s a f e  d i s t a n c e  and be 

c a l l e d  i n  a s  t h e  beach i s  c l e a e d .  Some o f  t h e  v e h i c l e s  

were scheduled and came i n  on schedule ,  b u t  on t o p  o f  t h e  

a s s a u l t i n g  t roops .  Time, m a t e r i a l  and personne l  cou ld  be 

saved i f  v e h i c l e s  were c a l l e d  ashore  as t h e  e x i t s  a r e  owen- 

ed. 



I n i t i a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Normandy i n d i c a t e d  that  in -  

s u f f i c i e n t  t r a i n i n g  had been conducted i n  Infantry-Tank 

coope ra t ion  p r i o r  t o  e n t r y  i n t o  combat. Af t e r  t h e  f a l l  

o f  Grand Camp, Tank and I n f a n t r y  t e a n s  were organized.  

The tanks would support  t h e  advance o f  t h e  I n f a n t r y  by 

f i r i n g  i n  t h e  t r e e s  and a long  t h e  hedgerows. An I n f a n t r y  

squad would p r o t e c t  t h e  t a n k  and assist i t s  advance through 

t h e  hedgerow by blowing a h o l e  with TNT. Tra in ing  i n  r e s t  

a r e a s  w a s  conducted by t h e s e  teans .  

L igh t  machine gun t r i p o d s  (M-2) were used w i t h  t h e  

heavy machine gun advantageously  because o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  

o f  o b t a i n i n g  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  machine gun o t h e r  t h a n  on top  

of  a hedgerow. It w a s  determined that t h e  machine gun 

p l a t o o n  could  p rov ide  b e t t e r  suppor t fo r  t h e  r i f l emen  by stay- 

i n g  up c lose .  

Chain o f  command should work down as w e l l  a s  up. On 

t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  occas ions  t h e  Regimental Commander took  

c o n t r o l  o r  i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s m a l l e r  u n i t s  deploying 

them wi thou t  coo rd ina t ing  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n e  wi th  t h e  sub- 

o r d i n a t e  Commanders. All of  t h e s e  c a s e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  con- 

f u s i o n  and a number o f  need le s s  c a s u a l t i e s .  

LESSONS 

Some of t h e  l e s s o n s  t o  b e  l e a r n e d  from this o p e r a t i o n  

a r e :  

1. Tra in ing  on a s  n e a r  l i k e  t e r r a i n  as t h e  h o s t i l e  

t e r r a i n ,  w i t h  emphasis on t h e  enemy's c a p a b i l i t i e s  and 

l i m i t a t i o n s  and t h e  method t o  combat his c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

2. To o b t a i n  t h e  maximum e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  Naval 

f i r e  o r  suppor t ing  f i r e s ,  communication and proper  coordi-  

n a t i o n ,  a r e  e s s e n t i a l .  Must have communication an6  l i d s o n  

t o  c o n t r o l  u n i t s  p roper ly .  

3. Organiza t ion  o f  t h e  r e s e r v e ,  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  u n i t s ,  



should  be  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  a s s a u l t  f o rces .  

4. Troops should c a r r y  on ly  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s .  More 

equipment t h e y  have, t h e  l a r g e r  t h e  t a r g e t .  

5. Veh ic l e s  and m a t e r i a l  were last on t h e  beach be- 

cause  t h e y  came ashore  b e f o r e  b e f o r e  e x i t s  were provided. 

6. Necess i ty  f o r  t a n k  and i n f a n t r y  team t r a i n i n g .  

7 .  It was more advantageous t o  u s e  t h e  machine guns 

up c l o s e  w i t h  t h e  r i f l emen,  

8. A Regimental Commander must make his p l a n s  and 

p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  an  attack b e f o r e  i t  starts. Once i t  i s  

launched,  t h e  conduct of  t h e  a s s a u l t i n g  u n i t s  i s  i n  t h e  

hands  o f  t h e  sma l l e r  u n i t  Commander. The Regimental 

Cornmender can and should i n f l u e n c e  t h e  a c t i o n  by t h e  u s e  

o f  h i s  r e s e r v e s  and suppor t ing  weapons. 

9. Aggressive t r o o p  l e a d e r s  I n  a l l  echelons.  This 

o p e r a t i o n  wouldn ' t  have been s u c c e s s f u l  wi thout  t h e  

a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s .  



TROOP LIST CT 116TH FCRCE 

UNITS 

1 1 6 t h  I n f  ( I n c l  DUKW d r i v e r s  and 
o v e r s t r e n g t h  

1 1 1 t h  FA Bn ( I n c l  DUKW d r i v e r s )  (A) 

1 2 1 s t  Engr (C) Bn (A) 

Air Support P a r t y  ( A )  

Det 29 th  QM Co (B) 

Det 729th Ord L?? Co (B) 

Det 29th S lg  Co (73) 

Det 29th YP P l a t  (A) 

Det 29th I n f  Dlv Hq & Hq Co (B) 

Ln P a r t y  4 t h  I n f  Dlv Arty 
( 2 9 t h  Div) ( A )  

PWI Teams (29 th  Dlv) (A) 

C i v i l  Af fa i r s  (29 th  Dlv) (A) 

Sect  GR P l a t  606th Q.1 Co 
( 2 9 t h  Div) 

Det 29th Ron Tr (B) 

Rcn Det 116 th  Inf (B) 

Det 1st US I n f  Dlv Arty ( A )  

743d Tank Bn DD (A) 

112th Engr (C) Bn 

5 8 t h  Armd FA Bn (A) 

2d Ranger Bn (A) 

5 t h  Ranger Bn (A) 

Air  Support P a r t y  (Rangers) ( A )  

Det 1 s t  S lg  Co (A) 

Det 5 t h  ESB (B) 

4 Teams 3d Aux Surg Gp (B) 

1 Btry  397th AAA AW Prov Bn (B) 

PERSONNEL VEX1 CLES 



TROOP LIST CT 116  FORCE (Contd) 

UNITS PERSONNEL VEHICLSS 

Det 320th B a r  Bln Sn (B) 8 2  11 

467th  A M  AW Bn (9) 5 33 102  

MSFCP ( 5  Teams) (A) 70 5 

Spec i a l  Engr Task Force (146th  Engr 
CT) (B) 701 1 

Zngr Avn Co 834th  h g r  Avn Sn (B) 

Tankdozers (w/743d Tank Bn ) ( A )  

Rcn P a r t y  (C & D 8 3 t h  & 820th Engr 
Avn Bns) ( B )  

Det V Corps Hq & Hq Co (B)  

Ln P a r t y  1 6 t h  I n f  (116 th  I n f )  (A) 

Ln P a r t y  1 s t  I n f  Div (V Corps Adv) (B) 

Ln P a r t y  1st I n f  Div (116 th  I n f )  ( A )  

Ln P a r t y  1st I n f  Div (29 th  I n f  Div 
Aav) (B) 

At tached t o  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  f o r  opera t ion .  

At tached t o  1 1 6 t h  I n f a n t r y  f o r  movement only. 


