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THE OPERATION OF THE SO04TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM (82ND AIRBORME DIVISION)
SICILY
9 JULY~19 AUGUST 1943
(Personal experiemce of a Regimental Headquarters Company Commender )

INTRODUCT IO

This monograph covers the operations of the 504th parachute
Infentry Regimental Combat Team, in which it participated in the
first large scale night airborne operation in militery history. .
After the jump, paratroopers were scattered over an area of sixty
miles in the southern portion of sicilye. Reorgenizing, they moved
out to assigned sectors along the south and west coast of the island.

In order to oriemt the reader properly, it will be necessary to
&o back several months end give a short resume of the events thet
lead up to this cempaign, which was described by Winston Churchill,
the Prime Minister of England, as: "Not the beginning of the end,
but the end of the 'begin.ning.i

There was much telk about "the soft wmderbelly of Europe" long
before the invasion of Sicily was begun. Preparations were mads for
e tough and bloody course of war, with the realigetion that, while
the Iteliens were sure to collapse under the blow, the Nazis would
fight stubbdrnly and bitterly, The Italian nation was disgruntled
with its own government, shaken by the reverses in Africa, unhappy
with the swaggering Germans in its midst. Italy was, ‘in short,
poised for the knockoub.

There were other considerations besides the desirability of
knocking out the Axis weak sister that prompted the Anglo-fimerican
strategy. There was a good chance oJ; trapping a substential German
army in southern ITtaly, besides the certainty of tying up meny German
Divisions, both qf which, if accompli-shed would relieve Nazli pressure

on the Soviet fromt, and keep many troops from the defense of ocoupied
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Frances Control of Sicily would mean, also, control of the
Mediterraneen and insursmce of the shortest supply line from
Britain and the United States to India and China,.. (1)

In broad terms, the attack against Sicily waes to be made by
two task forces. The American Seventh Army, the Western task foroe,
would land on the southeast coast of the islend, while the British
Eighth Army, the Bastern task force, would land on the extreme south-
east tip end around the eastern side of the island.

The American Seventh Apmy was ocormanded by General George S.
Patton. It consisted of six Divisions, organized into two Corps,
one wnder Li. Gen. (mar N, Bradley and the other under Maj. Gen.Geoffrey
Keyess Certain French Moroccan troops were to be awvailable and held
in Africa as a General Reserve, (2)

Once ashore, the United States Army's migsion was to secure the
left flmk of the operation from enemy resistance, while the center
and right flenks drove toward the cemtral highlands of Sioily, which
deminate the walleys iﬁd epproaches. At this point, the American Army
was to make contact with the British Army, which after securing all
the eastern coast and ports, wes to move inland.

| The plan was to severa the island from its meinland connections
and foree it to fall of ite own weight.

- The strongest concentration of defense was lmown to be centered
iﬁ the northwest and cemter of Sicily. The assault was planned ac-
cording to the cardinel principles of warfere - strike where the enemy
lemst expects it, or, "Hit 'em where they ain't." (3)

QUJDA, North Afrioa

The Regiment was camped outside of Oujda, Fremch Morroco. The
camp site chosen was typioal of sites for Ameriocan treining camps.
On one side of the town there were the beautiful rolling plains, ankle-

high grass which looked like a soft green carpet flowing gently over

(L) A-6. (2) A=-B. (3) A-B.
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the hills and blending into the beauties of the mowmbains omn the

left and the blue Mediterranian on the righte So the camp was locat-
od on the other side of the town in the middle of the worst dust bowl
on the continent of Africe. It was located in a desoiate, sterils,
rocky, dusty, heat-seared valley, which seemed "No where in North
Africa" instead of the censorts "Somewhers in North Afrios,” foumd
on the letterheads of these troops so recently from the States.

In addition to the scheduled jumps in tricky winds, there was
the worst epidemic of dysentery ever imagined in & latrine orderly's
nightmere, and jumps scheduled or unscheduled were made all through
the day and night. Men on guard wore entrenching tools as "stendard
equipment", (4)

Qujds brought the Regiment the first taste of extended fisld
oonditions. Troops lived in long straight rows of pup tents, inter-
spaoed with slit trenches. They squatted on the ground and ate from
mess kits at the field kitchens. They bathed, shaved and washed in
their helmets and learned the meaning of wabter discipline. They
washed their clothing in wooden tubs or inm halves of discarded oil
drume. They gave each other hair cuts,. (5)

Despite the climmtic oonditions, the camp at Oujda wes tb:be-
come the greatest parade ground the Regiment and Division had graced
. to date. TVie were t be the proud recipient of virtually every dig-
nitary in northwestern Africee The proud 82nd paradsd before 15 al-
lied generals in less then a month. The Division colors were dipped
for General Mark Clark, Commanding Gereral of the Fifth Army; Gemeral
"fohey" Spaatz, the colorful commander of our African Air Force; Gen-
eral Patbton, Commanding the Seventh Army; General Bradley, The Divis~
jons first Commanding General in Vorld War II; Major General Gruenth-
or, 5th Army Chief of Staff, General Dwight D. Eisezhower, and an im-

pressive row of French and Spanish dignitaries, including Lt. General

(4, 5, f) Eyewitness, self.
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Luis Orgaz, High Commissioner of Spanish Morooco, and meny others. (6)
With all the visits we had been receiving from digniteries, it was
quite obvious that they had big things in store for us. 4s Gemeral
Eisenhowser, Commsmder in Chief of Allied Forces,tcld us some six-
teen months later, "I ows you a lot, but I will owe you much more by
VE Day",

All told the "All American" (82nd A/B Div) was at Oujde for six

woeks, TIraining was essentiel, but how, when, and where? The soldiers

tried to train in the day time. It was too hot and dirty to do anything.

Allied Headquarters had us slated for a night airborne operation
on Sioily. A hight parachute operation had never befores been attempt-
ed by any army; so organiszation sand tl;aining for it offlered many new
problems. The many intengible and indefinsble difficulties of fight
ing at night in hostile territory, when every object appears to be and
often is the fos, had to be overcome. Rapid assembly of the troops
and reorganization after landing by parachute appeared to be the great-
est problem.

Training began at night - compass marches by emall groups, or=
ganizing in the dark, from simulated parachute drops and glider land=-
ings, noving mcroas country at night aﬁd orga.nizing positions, digging
fox holes, leying wire, preparing mine fields by the light of {the moon.
Empheasis was placed on training in judo, demolitions, commando fighting
and the ugse of the kmife. A4ll this worked out well but bayonet pract-
ise a8t 2 Aele wes & little too wmigue to bring enthusiasm.

It was too hot to sleep in the day time and ag a ztesult the troops
becamerexhﬂusted. (7) 8exf—

DISPLACEMENT TO KAIROUAN, TUNISIA

Having completed the ground and refresher training, the Division
was now in the process of its next move = closer to combate. On ‘l:her
morning of 16 June 1943, the adwance elements departed by truck for

L
(7) Self, Eyewitness,

=
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the advanced take-off airfield and dispersal area at Kairouan, Tunisia.

The forward bases were dispersed over & wide area :u:i. the vieinity
of Keirouan, the third holy ¢ity in all Islaim, according to Unole Sem's
"Guide to North Africa". Holy cities are off limits of course, not be=-
cause they are Holy, but beoause they are too filthy even for healthy
soldiers to enter. (8) |

The Regimemtal Combat Teams were bivouaced in a huge arc arowmd
the oity in scattered Olive groves, and cactus patohes. This area was
also very dusty and the scorching heat was unbearable.

Within 275 short miles lay the enemy in Sicily, nervously wait-
ing for the invesion which certainly woulti come soon. The troops be=
gen to sense the nearness of the battles Situation huts were set wp
immediately and conferences were held conocerning the pemding attack on

the iron-mmscled imderbelly of Festung Europas

Training was as usual "continuous” with both day and night exercises.

Troope got up at 0430 and started at 0600. They got madder and moamer.
The Erauts could expect anything, Emphasis was placed on night assembly
in simulated parachute drop. Planes could not be obtained from the Air
Corps for the purpose of making night parachute jumps. The Combat Team
was in sn excellent state of training, but there was a serious gap in
the combined Growmd Forces -~ Air Corps training. (9) Seif
‘ An Air Corps liaison officer was attached to the 82nd Airborme
Division Headguarters, but he was not used to the best adventage. He
did not operate as an integral mamber of the Division Staff and was not
in a position to coordinate plane requirements, eto.

An Airborne lisison officer was later attached to the 52nd Broop
Carrier Wing. He was made assistant A-3 and proved & real value.'bo
the wnit in its plenning amd training.

The spirit of cooperation between the 82nd Airborne Division and

the 52nd TC Wing was exoellent; however, the inadaquate organization
g

(8) A—SE;\(S) Selfy Bye-witmesse.
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proved the stumbling blocks Cooperation alone was not enough for
the closely knit teamwork required. (10)

The 52nd TC Wing arrived in the theatre qualified for dayli@t
operations and parachute drops over familiar terrain, but unqualified
for night operations. At the start of the training program the wing did
night formation end navigation flying with navigational lightse. After
becoming proficient with navigational lights, the formation flying Was
done without navigational lights end with resin lights. Occasionally
the Air Corps was used to work with the 509th Parachute Infantry Scout
Company on DZ (Drop Zone) and re;upply exercises. However, the Wing
did not fully appreciate the value of 'l;'.hee pro jects and used most of
their training time %o fly lﬁrge formations snd token drops which ad
little operatiocnal value.

Very little real effort was put forth by the 52nd TC Wing to
cheok the losation of pin-point DZ's at night. Equipment containers
 were made available in an effort to get the 52nd Wing to drop simulated
loads on & DZ on practice flights. TVTery fow times were containers
used to check the DZ location by the navigator and the jump signal by
the pilot. Air photos, for training sids in the losation of Di's by
night pilotage, were not used in the majority of training flights.

Tra.ining of a practiocal nature was difficult umder the eiisting
set=up without a coﬂtrol commend over the 52nd TC Wing and the Aire
borne Division. Despite the necessity of such a step, a full scale
rehearsal of the operation was not conducted. Final training was
further hampered because the Wing Air Corps over the final three woeks
were engaged in shuttling troops and supplieé to advance hases.

No exercise involving support aviation, other than a demonstration,
wore held as were no exercises involving asrisl resupply. (11)

On the Fourth of July the mechanism of final battle preparation
(10, 11) 4=-5



swang into full gesr with General Ridgway, Commanding Gemeral, 82nd
Airborne Division, end his staff flying to Algiers where they joined
thé Cormand Staff of the 'First Armored Corps (reinforeced) to complete
plans for the invasion of Sicily under Lt. Gemeral George S. Patton,
" Commender of the highly secret Seventh Army.

Evory man in the divisicn was filled with speuula:bioﬁ on the
wheres and whats of the immediste future, but the flies, sand, end
 sun had dome their Job in ‘bhe:i.f ovn insufferable way. With the body
hardened and the mind still filled with thoughts of the disagreeable
training area, an‘bicipa.tion for the future and combat could‘not have
been icaene_r. Morale was at a peak., The men wanted to tackle anything.
(12) | |

THE PLAN

mformﬁion of the enemy indicated that the emtire island of
Sieily had been prepared for defense. Towns, 6onsisting almost en-
tir_ely of stone ;r:-uildings, were reported organized as oenters: of ro-
sistance. All beaches were reported protected by batteries, pillboxes,
barbed wire smd mines. Roads were undér'atood to be blocked by anti-tank.
obstacles. Strength of the defenders was stated to be somewhat between
300,000 and 400,000 men. (13)

The plan for the invasion of Sicily provided for landings to be
made on the southeastern extermity of the island, with British and
Canadian forces on the east coast and Amerioan forces on the south
coaste The American a.sse.ult‘forces were to consist of 'bhe"Srd, 1st,
and 45th Infantry Divisions, with attached units, which were to land
in the LICATA, GELA, and SAIPTERE vicinities, respectively, amd para-
chute troops from the 8211&- Airborne Diviion, which were to land inland
from GELA.

The II Carps, commended by Gensral (then Major Gensral) Omar N.‘

Bradley, consisted of the lst and 45th Divisions. After landing, the

(12) Self. (13) A-1, pg. 654¢ . ..~ . S
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Airborne troope of the 82d Airborne Division were to be attached to
this Corps. (14) (General Bradley commanmded this Division back in the
United Stetes before it beoams a.irborne).‘

The plan of invasion oalled for one parachute combat team of the
82d Airborne Division to drop just morth of an important road junetion
about seven miles east of GELA, between known large eumemy reserves and
the 1lst Division's beachss, with the niuic;n of preventing these reserves
from interfering with aanphi_binus landingse

The assaulting paratroopers were the 505th Combat Team, commanded
by Colomel James M. Gavir, reinforced by the 3rd Battalion, 604th
Parachute Infantry Regimont, end their migsion was thus stated in Field
Order #6, issued by the II Corps.

' "(1) Land during night_D-l/D in area N and E of GELA, eapture
and seoure high ground in that area. (2) Disrupt commmioations and
movement of reserves during night. (3) Be attached to lst Infantry
Division effective H plus 1 hours on D Day. (4) Assist lst Infaﬁtry
Division in capturing and seouring landing field at PONTE OLIVIO." (15)
In oompliance with Field Order #1, of Force 343 (Seventh Army), the

Divieion devised a Hovement Table, wunder which the 604th Parachute In-

fantry Combat feam, as & sesond 1lift, was alerted for movement the L

evening of D Day; or, in the event of negative instructions at that
time, the evening of D plus 1, or any day thereafter. (16)

The mission posed a number of problems never bpfofe énoomx_torad.
First, should the tranmsports fly in formation in order %o quiokly de-
liver a mass of troops on the objectlve?t There were two disadvantages
in formation flying: (1) inflexibility iﬁ the ovent of hostile inter-
oeption and heavy flek, and {2) the neceasity for intensive pilot train-
ing in formation flying of C-47's. The advantages were that the acourate
delivery of troops would d.epend'on fewer skilled navigators and the
troops would be delivered enmasse, not by single ship drope, over the

objective. If delivered in the wrong area, each wnlt would be stlll a
- (14) 2-3, pge 26+ (15) A=7, pge 5, 6. (16) A=T, pg+ 5, 6e
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complete fighting force. It was decided to fly in a nine ship for-
mation: i.es, a V of ¥'s, With'approximately cne and one helf minutes
between each flight. Seriels contained up to 52 planes.

When to drop was the next question. Training experience had

led the troopers to believe that at least a half moon would be necessary

both for the flight end drop. Moonlight would greatlylfacilitate the
assembly and reorganization of the troops after lending. On the target
date selected, 10 July 1943, the moon would be almost full, The ideal,
solution would be to complete the dropping of all units before the

- moon set. Thus there wouid be several houfs of darkness to carry 0ut
defgnsive organization and operations against the ememy. The exposure
.tb interception by hostile.fighters and the risk of extensive enemy aok-

ack causing heavy casulties eliminated the day drop. (17)

D=DAY

10 July was selected as D-Day. At dusk of 9th July, the 505th
Combat Team and 3rd Battelion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiﬁsnt,
departed in 226 C-47's from ten airfields near KAIROUAN, TUNISIA. The
eatimated flight and air rendezvous time between KATROUAN andrtha in-
tended Drop Zone. in Sieily was three hours and twenty minutes;

The 504th Combat Team, commanded by Reuben H. Tucker, was alerted
throughout D—Day for the second llft at the fields and loaded in the
planes, waited while a nsgative_message from Generel Ridgway was delay-
ed in delivery, but was finally received #t 1840, when Colonel Clark

of the 52nd Wing decided that it was too late for the mission to be

undertakens The next day D plus 1, at 1100 hours, orders were received .

that the Second Lif't would be flown that evening. {(18)
The besic load of combet equipment for the individual parachutist
was checked. The bundlss and equipment'wefe complete and the eircraft

were dispersed according to the parking plan at the departure girfields.

(17) A=3, pge 26+ (18) A~7, DPEe Te
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The équipment bundles were raised and hooked into the pararacks

wnder . the bellies of the planese (19)“ | |
Plane ,loa‘.ds were linedlrup neer their respective planes. The

chutes of each individual were checked by each plane jumpmaster.

The troops then enplaned 30 minutes before take off.

The planning for the finel take-off had been complete end thorough,

which, with th;a execution of .'the finel plens, were probably the out-
standing features of the entire a.irbome' operation. .Bundl_e and pare=-
rack loading, dispersal arrangements and parking plans, all went off
like clock=work.

Mlowmoe was not made for the time required to inform all
shipping and shore batteries of the impending flight. Ground units
" beyond the lst Division area knew nothing of the operetions The
504th RCT was not familiar m.th the situation ;>r gountersign of units
on the flanks of the lst Division area. (20) |

The Efrican sun, like a 'Eloody curious eye, hung on the rim of
the world as one humdred a.nd forty four planes coughed into life,
spewing miniature dust Btc..arms- acrosg the flat wastes of desert air=
fieldd. '

Thin aluminum skins of C-47's vibrated lilcé drawn snare drums
end, as paratroopers sought their predesignated seats, they wrinkled
their noses at the ameli of gasoline and laquer tl;xa.'l; flooded the
planes?® interio.rs. The teke-off proceeded in three plene V formations
as plenned. Fl‘ig,ht.s, gquadrons and groups as‘semhled at rendezwvous
points. By dusk the planes were airborne and the formations started
flying their course for Sicily. (21)

The planes were to oruise north over the cﬁmnin.g sea to MAITA,
thence o the southeastorn coast of SICILY at SAMPISRE, thence along
the coast to lake BIVIERE southeast of GELA, thence iﬁlmd to the

F(RELLO airporte. The approach was to be low lsvel, keeping a low

(19) Eyewitness, selfe (20) A-5, Self. (21) A7, pge 3Te
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and oclosed formafion across the Mediterranean, rising to a jump
eltitude on the approach to the Drop Zone (DZ) to 600 feet. A
twenty minute ors.i warning was to be given to the Junpraster by
the orew chief, then a five minute red 11gh§-ﬁarning, finally the
"Gd" green light. (22) |
7 The air was relatively quiet; the night was lighted by a quart—'c(u, Y'“
er moon snd the highest hope for a sai‘p crossing soemed justified.
Some men closed their eyes and dozed off to sleep, while others &n-
xiously cramed their necks to peer ahead or to look down at the white=
oapped waeves which tossed fifteen feet below the planes. :

Some formations missed MALTA, plé.nes lost their leadsrs and a
fow planes followed & British formation which was at‘the same time
flying a tokaﬁ parachute force into the vicinity of SIRACUSA. (23)

PARACHUTE DROP ON SICILY

Approaching the SICILIAN coast, the plene formation was sudden~-
ly fired wupon by one .Amerioa.n.ma.chine gune At first it appeared as
B flare., Then the fire suddenly became very intense, Immediately,
as though & prearranged signal, friendly enti-siroraft and U. S.

Naval wvessels lying offshore firéd a devestating torrent of anti-
eiroreft fire. The plame has no slit trench %o get into, nbr can it
assune the prone position or teks cover. We felt like trapped rats.
Tt was = most wuncomfortable feeling kmowing that our own troops wefé
throwing everything they had‘a'b use Planes dropped out of formation
and orashed into the sea, Others, like clumsy whales, whesled and
sttempted to get_ﬁeyond the flsk which rose in fountains of fire,
lighting the stricken faces of men as they stared through the windows,.
(24)

More planes dived into the sea and those that escaped broke for=-
mation end raced like a covey of quail for what they thought was the
proteoction of the beach. But they were wrong. Ovér the beach they
were hit again - this time by Amprican gr_ound units, believing the -
planee to be German.

(22) Bye witness, self. (23) A-5. (24) Eye witmess, self.
’ 15w . . ,



More planes fell and from some of them, lucky men jumped and es=-
caped alive; the less fortunate were riddled by flak before re- .
aching the ground. |

Twonty-sevsn planes were shot down over the beach ares and
many more dsmaged, some of which never did reach their bsse. . Planes
forced down near the ceast were machine gunned by shore pa..rties as
paretroopers attempted to lewmch rubber boaté which were a part )of
the plane equipmﬁ:rb. (25)

The pilot of one of the planes which did return told of his
difficulties:

~ "A few minutes before reaching the drop point with the para-
$roopers, a shell smashed imbo thé starbosrd side of the fusels.ge
and knocked out & hole, four by six feet, while a fragment from the
shell slit the aluminum a:n.dAevery rib from hole %o rudder. Passing.
through the plene the fragment ripped off a door as a second ack-ack
blast carried sway & portion of the left stabiligere The explosions
also blew away a large piece of equipment, and the impaot was so great
that it felt like a motor orash in the pilot's cabine.

" The airplane spun at a right angle and nearly pulled the controls
from my grasp, For a second I didn't realize what happened, then
finding myself oﬁt of formation I began a '-}iol?\“"b evasive action. 1
sew three planes burning on the ground and red tracers wverywhere as
machine gunners spraysd. us as if potting a flight of duckss

| Moarwhile I had out into a less dangerous zpot to give the
parachutists a fighting ohance to reach the ground. But I've got to
hand it to those boys; one, who had beeﬁ prat-by. bg.dly hit by shrapnel,
insisted on leaping with the others although he had been ordered to
remain in the plane." (26) -

One of the more harrowing re'ports was that of 1lst Lt C. A. Drow,
Compeny "F?, 504th Parechute Infantry Regiment. His statement shows

that some men were lost because & warning of the flight had not been

" (25) A=5. (26) A-T, pge T, .Be
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conveyed to the men of one umit, and others because each division
then had its own pagsword, |

"I was jumpmnstef in plane 531, This plane was leading a
formation ofRS planas énd was number 7 in our compsny. The pilot
of my plane gave me the warning 20 minutes:out ffom the DZ. After
the red light came on, he had to give me the green light inm about
1 minute, due to the plane being on fire.,

We jumped inmto a steady stream of AA fire, and not knowing that
they were friendly troopss. There were 4 men killed and 4 woumded
from my platoon. Three of these men were hit coming down and one was
killed on the groumd bécauselhe had the wrong password. After lande
iﬁg we found out the cowmtersign haed been chenged to "Think" - "Quiok=-
1y, | |

' The AA we jumped into was the 180th Infantry of the 45th'Diviaion. .
They also were not told that we were coming. Later we foumd out that
the 45th Division had been told we were coming but word never got %o
the 180th Infantry of the 45th Divisioh.

We tried to reorganize but found we didn'+t have but 44 men in=-
cluding 3 officers. We searched all night-fof the rest of the men.
After accounting for them we took care of the dead and wounded and
started toward our objective. We arrived at the 504th GP at 2 G'elock,
12 July 1943. ) | _

' About 75 yards from where I landed, plamne 915 was hit end burned.
To my knowlsdge, only the pilotrand three men got out. The pilet
wes thrown through the window.

" Another plane was shot down on the beach and another plane was
shot down, burning about 1000 yards to my front. Although there'waré
three planes I know of, being shot dbwn;"(Z?)

1st Lieutenant M. C. Shelly, Headquarters Company, 24 Battalion,

(27) A4=7, P« Se
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504th Parechute Infantry Regiment, was standing in the door of his
plane when it ocrashed, He was thrown clear of the plame and all
other ocoupents were killed. (28)

One of the planes lest on its re'ﬁurn flight, and of which no
remains have been found, carried as an official ebserver Brigadier
'General.charles L. Keerans, Jr., Assistant Division Commander.

In the retwrning planes were four dead and six wounded para-
chutists, and eight full loads which had not been given the oppor=
tumity to jump. These included ten offioera,' two warrant offlioers
and nintyefive emlisbed mon. (29) |

‘The 'I;-oopers wore soattered from NOTQ to LICATA, = distance of
over 60 miles. (See map §1) After landing the paratroops that
landed in the 46%th Division area mér§ fired upon by grownd troops
of that unit. _

Upor making an unpleasant landing egainst a stone wall in e
vinyard, Chaplain Delbert A. Euehl was immediately fired upon by
members of the 45th Division. The Chaplaim still stunned from the
landing, gave the comtersign end attempted to identify himself as
en Americen. But, the soldier would not cease firing. The Chaplaim,
still stwmned and not oo happy about the existing situation, for the
first time in his 1ife uttered a ocurse word. Whiie several of the men
with Chaplain Euehl established a base of fire by sh.op‘l;ing into the
air, he maneuvered arcund the left, through a vinyard, then olosed in
from the rear, tapped one of the frightemed soldiers on the back, had
the othere cease fire and directed ome of 'L'ham 4o guide him to the
Company CP, where the Company Commander of that wnit was immedistely
-oriented. (30)

Captain Charles M. Comover, a member of the First U. S. Infantry
Pivision had this .stahnent to make: | “

"0n the night of 11-12 July 1943, while on duty at the 1lst Divis-

(28) Statement of Lt. Shelly to self. (29) A=7, pge B. (30) Statement
of men of Chaplain Kuehl's plane. _ '
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ion Headguarters losated approximately Gﬁﬂ yards inland from the
beach end two miles east of the oity of GELA. The Division Chief of
Staff , Colonel Sten B. Macom, informed me tl*_:ﬁt & friendly airborne
drop will take place in approximately % hour. Colonel ¥ason instructe
ed me to personally tell all imstallations in the immediate area of thet
fact, and to hold fire on any ships whioh may oome over. |

' In sppffximately one-half hour, I watohed the Haval Units fire on
sireraft qaming in low over-ovgr the ses. A graat many plenes flew
directly overhead, and I noticed 'i:hat they had Itheir wing lights on
a8 well as an ember light near the nose of the ship. Fo;' the most
part, installations in my immediate area held their fire, however,
to the east of our pésitiaﬁ along the beach, groumd elements took up
the fire from the Naval units. _ _

' I should add.thet approximatoely % hour before these airborme
troops landed, the enemy had been over the boaoh mata.llations dropp-
ing flares and a few mnti-persomnel and heavier type bombs. The men
~ were therefore all alerted and manning their woa?ons.

v The next day found many paratroopers 5.11 over the area- reorgan-
izing - some of them fighting with owr own infantrymen.

" Had the Naval and grownd elements been informed of this Airborme
operation beforehand, many lives and planes would have been saved.”
(31) |

Captain Edward 'R Solomon, 18th Infantry, First Diviasion, gave
the following account of how it looked :E'rom GELA beach:

"During the afternoon of July 11, 1943, the 18th Infanu'y, a pard
of the force that landed on GELA beach, was notified thnt Amarican
paratroopers of the 82d Airborne Division, would be landed within our
lines at 2300 this evening.

" At approximately 2250 the same day, GELA beach was bombed by 3 or
4 enemy bombers. The enemies effort was met by a fairly intense dis-

play of inti-aircraft fire, but the planss were gonme within a minute

(31) Eyewitness statement, Capt Charles M. Conover to self.

17~



or WO, ‘
" A few mingtes later, at 2300, we could hear the roar of plsnee
coming toward us from ﬁhe direction of the sea. The navigation lights
could be seen shortly thereafter. We knew they were troop carrier
planes with their loads of American paratroopers. ‘ _

&t this time our CP was in an olive grove spproximately 1000 yards
from the beach.

‘' 48 the planes arrived over the scores of ships anchored off shore,
they were met by a steady siream of enti-eairoraft fire from the shipta
anti-airoraft guns. Some of the beach Ack-&ck guns soon Joined in
adding to the hail of fire. The low flying transports had to plow
through %o resch their drop zone, Needless to say, most of them nsver
made it. '

Weo viewed this weird frairicidal disaater with a feeling of help=
less frusiration. The heart rendering scens which was being unfolded -
before our eyes was over 1n a matter of minutes. But the damage had
been done. It was irrevocable.

Y paratrooper - one of the mere fortunate ones - landed in our
immediate area. We reached Him just as he was rolling wp his chute.
His chagrin at the latest turn of events was aptly expressed with
liberal usage of azplitives that have no place in this monograph. His
opinion of his Brothers-in-arms was not complimentary %o say the least.
His point was well talen."” (32) o

Fired upon by our cwn Navy and shore troops, in one of the great=-
est trage(’::l.es of World War II, the 504th Parachute Infaniry, was
soattersd like chaff in the wind over 'bha length of breadth of Bioily.

By morning only 400 of the regiment’s 1500 men {excluding the 3rd Battal-
ion) had reached the regimental area.

GUERRILLA WARPARE

Other plane loads of 504th CT menm dropped in isolated grouwps on

(32) Byewitness statement of Capt. Edward M. Solomon %o self.
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all parts of the island, snd although umable to join the regiment,
oarried out demolitions, cut lines of commmicabtion, established
inland roadblocks, ambushed German and Italian motorized columns,
and caused confusion over such extensive area behind the enemy lines
that initial German radio reports estimated the number of American
parachutists dropped to be over ten times the mumber actually par-
ticipatingl

Road bloocks were alerted to watch for German parachutists and
brisk fights started between Airboras snd grownd troops. Even the
ist Divisrion in whose area the @'op was supposed to teke place,
oarried the 504th RCT as an identified Germsn Parschute Regiment
in its G-2 Report. (33) |

Two and ons-half miles southeast of NISCEMI a group of between
95 a.nd._ 100 troopell's,,‘tmder Lt George J. Watts, and It Willis J.
Ferril, Company I, 504th Parachute Infentry, _Q.mbuahad a foroe of
350 Germans, from the_ Herman Goering Division, retreating up the
roads These paratrpopars organiged a sirong pointvon_ a hill arcund
& large ohateau, later idewtified as CASTLE HOCERA.

They had already shot up & Germen p@trol, ard one small group had
demolished an Italian patrol, killing 14. Eleven of these Italians
wore killed by two privates, Shelby R. Hord and Thomas E. lene. The
Germans made repeated attemphs to dislodge them, and failing %o do
8o, tried to ignore them snd by-pass the Chateau, whioh overlooked the
main NISCEMI-GELA road. The troopers made several sorties on the
German troops moving south toward GELA. Finally the German movement
changed and s'l:gr-_l;qd. baok northward. Om the following day this force
begsn to inerease. A4t noon an enemy ooluwmn was observed coming up
the road from the south. With the Germans were several Ameriecan
prigoners. Lt. Ferril withheld fire umtil the GermAns wereo almost

opposite his positiom. Them the Germane suddenly halted for a ten

(33) A=Be
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minute break. The Troop_a:_-s weited wntil the Germems wtarted to get
up and put on their packs, énd then fired on them with devasting
effect, The battle lasted all afternoon. It was joined by two enemy
tanks which shelled the Ameriocans from the far-off hills, Late in
the afternoon, & Germen Licutenant osme up the hill with a white flag
to arré.nge a surrender, but when he swar the m:'icans wors parachutists
he refused to surrender and wemt down the hill egain. Then the battle
was resumed and lasted until dusk, when the Germanp withdrew, leaving
5O dead. The cost to the Americans was 5 killed and 15 wounded.

These troopers held their position oontinuously, inflicting heavy
losses on the ememy watil ocontacted and relieved by elements of the
16th Infentry, First Infantry Diviaiom. (84)

Lieutenants Watts and Ferrell, both gallant young paratroopers
were la.'er killeds L% W_atts we.s ki:_l.lad on Hill 1205, near VERAFRO,
ITALY, south of CASINO and Lt. Ferrel was killed near the MUSSOLINNI
CANAL, at the ANZIO BEACHEAD, ITALY. (35)

Approximately 2 llm:l.le;s northwest of BISCAHI, Firt Lisutenant
Peter J, Baton, Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 504th Parachute
Infantry, Mortar Platoon Leadsr, took qha:ge _qf 3 planeloads that
landed intact. He rounded wup all the equipment amd men he could find
and proeeeded west toward NISCEMI.

At 1200, 10 July, scouts encountered 2 Italian oars towing
47-mm Anti-tenk guns. I’hey killed the ococupants agd took f.ho guns,

. With this added equipment, positions were prepared, maaned,and the
roads to BISCARI covered and mj_.ﬁed.

About 1250, a column of Italien _mtorized Infantry estimated to
be a Battalion, was moving in from the d:i.;pof;ion oi_f NISCEMI with an
ll-ton tankette in the lead. Sergeant Suggs, Hoa.dquarters Company,
and his men destrpj-ad the tank with the captured 47-um antj.-tan]: guns

and so disorgenized the colwmm with this fire, supported by his omm
(34) &-7, pg. 11-12. (35) Eyewitnees, self,
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8l-mm mortars, that the enemy retreated in oonfusiom.

The following day, Lieubenant Eaton's group contacted a battal-
jon of 180th Infantry and continued %o fight with this force till
the following day when he learmed the location of the Battalion
Command Post end Jolned it in the vicinity of GELA. (Sé)

At about 0200, 10 July, Major Williem H. Beal, 3rd Battalion
Exeoutive 0ffiosr, 504th Parachube Infantry sud Captein William W,
Eitchen, landed besides an Italian garrison. The anemy having
knowledge of the presence of paratrocpers, were combing the area in
the darke. About 200 yards away, Major Beal heard machine gwun gnd ine-
termittent carbine fire, he kuew then other paratroopers wers in the
area., About 0730, an advence pa.troi of Canndiens came up, and gave
their positions to Major Beal. He asked them to mssist him in at-
tacking the Italian garrison, but was wnable to securs it, since
they had enother miseion of establishing and protecting ban.oh-heads
in another zone. He then worked his way back to the beach; where he
got assistence; returned, gap'bured the garri.soﬁ; ‘end relgased six
paratroopers which were imprisoned by the Italians. Major Beal
continued his search for more men, and with what he rounded up, went
back to the beach, whers they remained all night.

On the morning of 1l July, Ha.:jﬁr Beal went out to the 1lst Div-
ision Headgquarters afoot, to arrenge for trausportation im order to
enable him to rejoin his wmit.

12 July, ¥ajor Beal, Captain Kitchen, and 18 enlisted men left
by RAF orash boat to rejein their wmit, a.ﬁd stopping enroute at
acast towns to plck up any paratroopers that may be thera_. Landed
at SCOGLITTI on 13 July, aund reported to the 50Gth CT, CP, with
Captain Kitohen, one other officer md 48 énlistad men from various

organizations. At VITICRIA, Major Beal was told that the ‘Ba.'btalion
(36) A"?. PEe- 35=38. (37)
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Commanding Officer had been captured and he was in Gmnd; He
proceeded to organige the remainder of the Battalion prepa.ratory
to continuing operations. When the reorganization was a_ffectod,
the total strength of the battalion was 4 officars and 90 enlisted
men. The Battalion then moved owb to join the 5O4th RCT.

¥a jor Beal was later killed at CHIUNZI PASS, between MAIORI
and the valley of NAPLES, ITALY.

REORGANTZATION

- The Commsnding Gemeral of the Division, Major General M. B,
Ridgeway and his special oommand party disembarked from the MINROVIA
and set up a Division CP about 3 miles southeamst of GELA and one mile
from the coast. (37) | | |

| As the reassembly progressed, preparations for sction were being
mades Om 13 July 1943_, the 3d Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry,
rejoined the 504th Combat Team., The 505th RCT assembled in this area
also, thus foming the 82d Airbornme Division. Tpon completion of ﬂ;e
assembly, the 504th RCT ‘had one menually drawn TH-mm Pack Howltzer
for artillery support. _

At noon on the 15th, a directive was received from Seventh Army,
ordering the 82d Airborme Division to assemble in the PALMA DI MOETECH
TARD ares, to reliove elemsnts of the 3d Division in that area by
dark, 19 July and to bs prepared to edvance weat. The proﬂectéd gone
of action of the Division was a soastal strip including Higlway #115
and extending 6-10 miles inland, wmtil, in the vieinity of the VERDURA
River, west of RIBERA, the right boundary, shared with the 5d Division,
turned north to PAIERMO. The left boundary was the sea.

The movement west from the assembly area near GELA began at 0600
17 July, te the new area west of PALMA. Gn the 17 July_nt 1100 heurs,
Provisional Corps directed immediate relief of the 3d Division in the
82d zone. On the afternoon of the 18 July the 504th moved to an areas

near REAIMONTE, from whioh it oould wndertake an advance the next day.
(38)

(37) 4-7, pg. 13. (B8) A~7, pg. 4
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THE CAMPAIGE

The Provisicnal Corps Field Order #1_, issued at 1500, 18 July,
direoted 'L-.he Division to advance by 0800 the 19th from the REAL~-
MONTE LINE, snd the Division Field Order #2 of the seme _day, directed
the 504th RCT to relieve Combat Team #39, by 0800 the 15th, secure
erossings over the CANNE River by daylight end continue wostward.
Battery 4 and B of the 83rd Chemioal Battalion and Battery A of the
82nd Armored Field Artillery were attached to the 504th for this
mission. (39)

By noon the 18th some elements of the Combat Team made an ene
velopment to the far side of REALMONIE even before formal ordere were
issued. The Combat Team moved ocut into tha'rat'ha.ck,_ spearheading the 7
ooastal drive of the 82nd Airborne Division, With Itelian light tanks,
motoroyoles, donkeys, bioyoles, trucks and even wheelbarrows for trans-
portation the regiment pressed forward; e cocky, spirited bunch of
"mechanizged” paratroopers heading into battle. Before dark the CT
seoured the CANNE erossings and the high grownd to the west. 4% 0300
the 19th, troops of the 2d battalion were in MONTALLEGRO; st 0900 &t
the PLATANTI River; at 1015 at the MAGGAZOLC River; and at 1200 had
ococupled RIBERA.

Upon continuing the attaock, the point of the 2d Battalion, ceme

wder small arms fire & few minutes west of RIBERA, but without being

fe :
caused any delay a.;‘ casualties, except on three different cccasicns f'f il

straffing by ME 110's. Reaistance for the most part was lighi; the
Germens had withdrawn to the north end east, leaving behind garrisons
of Italian soldiers who would fire & few shots, and having "saved face"
(and other portions of their respective anatomies) would raige the
white flag of surrender.

Before 2100, they had reached and were stopped by the Corps

(39) A=T, pg. 14
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phase line halfway between RIBERA and SCIACCA.

At 0430 the 20th, the Combat Teem was directed to proceed with
the attack by 0600. The attack began on schedule, and leading ele~-
ments entered SCIACA at 0925, but the preparation of a difficult by-
pass around & demolished bridge on the westerm oubskirts of SCIACCA
and the removal of mines in thet vicinity sc delayed the main body
that 1t did not pass through the city wmtil about noon. There were
many formidable pillboxes, some of whioh were three stories high with
basements, There were one or two on every hill and in places where
they oould command the roads, all of them were expertly cemouflaged
and surrownded by double apron wiree (40)

Tank traps approximately 15' x §' :'10' with 127 spikes in the
bottom were dug asross the road. Thesr mro‘oomouflag;e:l with oress
pieces placed over the tops of the pits, callahan matting or burlap
placed on the crosspieces and strewn with dirt.

The Italians apparently learmed this triock from the Natives in
the Bthiopian campeign. No vehicles o my lkmowledge have been caught
by these ingenious treps. (41)

The 2d Battalion, then leading, was twrned morth on the SAR
MARGHERTTA Road with TUMMTNELLO as the night's objective and Combet
Team 504-{2d Battelion) continued west on Highway #15 toward MENFI,
which was entered by 1800. By nightfall the 2d Battalion reached
a point about 8 miles north of SCIACCA, both sides wers aomewhat de-
layed during the afterncon by minefields, and the lst Battalion of the
504th, leading from SCIACCA to MBNFI, was fired on briefly by a battery
of 75-mm guns, whioch were quickly eaptured.

The advance during the day was sbout 20 miles; the nwmber of
prisonerz teken ia.pproximntaly 1000; and our own casuvalties, two.
North of SGI.&CG;:: '}l';E disoovered an abandoned Germen bivouasc area and

apti-aircraft position, and a large Italiaz Quartermaster dump.
(40) Byewitmess, self. A-7, pg. 14, 15, (41) Eyewitmess, self,
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Q 2d Battalion which had stopped sbout 5 miles short of
TUMMINNELLO the night before, resumed ite advance the morning of the
2lst and reached TUMMINNELIO at 0800. The enemy, prepared at this
point in a pass, a strong natural position, fired point blenk at the
colum, killing 6 and woumding 8 of Company F. The column immediately
deployeds Colonel Yarborough, the Battelion Commander ordered "Fix
Bayonets™ and mede a long bayonet attack, capturing the position with
all its persomnel, and Italian Colonel, a battery of 75-am guns, and
2 90-mm gunse

At the end of the dey the 2d Battalion was ocoupying SAMBUCA;
and the remsinder of the Regiment was moving from MENFI to SAN
HARGHERITA. (42)

The gruelling Mediterranean swm, however, told on the foot-weary
paratroopera; it was march, march, march, day and night. They prayed
for the enemy to meke a stand Bo that they ocould stﬁﬁ and figh‘b - and
rest. For five days and nights thisz continued and in an outstanding
tribute to the physical stamina of parachute troops, men of the 604th
walked and fought their way from AGRIGENTO to ST. MARGUERITA - &
distanoe of 150 miles. (43)

At 0830, 23 July, Corps orders were recelved by Division to move
without delay to seize TRIPANI.

THE SURRENDER

Combat 505 moved by truck to TRIPANI. A treaty of surremder was
immediately distated by General Ridgeway to Admiral Menfredi, Commander
of the TRIPANI distriot, requiring csasation of resistance, pregervat-
ion of stores, and the posting of guards on all militery and naval
property. In addition to Admiral Manfredi, Brigadier General Antonio
Sodero, who was to have succesded the Admiral in the commend of the
district, and 2639 other prisoners were taken during the evening of

the 23d and the day of the 24th, in end arownd the oity of TRIFAHI.

(42) A-7, pge 16+ (43) Eyewitmess, self.
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Llsol oaptured were en uncownbed amount of gums, other artillery and
navel material, and stores, which were hidden in tumnels in the moun-
tains, (44)

ﬁuring the afterncon of the 23rd, Colonel Yarbrough, Commending
Officer, 2d Battalion, entered CASTELLAMMARE D GULFO with & reconnais-
ance party and'persuadsd the Itallen Colonel to surrender his foroese.

The defenses were strong. The shore line was rocky end sharp;
4All beeches were mined. Coastal gune were covered by small arms and
aubomabtic weapons; All approaches were ocovered, except those inland.
The defenses were all pointing out to the sea,

The approach to CASTELLAMMARE was a winding road on the face of a
sfeap bluff, An enti-facist reported this road as being prepered for
demolition. He disclosed the position of the charges to the engineers
before they could be blcmh. Approximately 10 tons of explosives
(8imilar to THT blooks) were temped with sandbags underneath the roed
in a tunnel 3 feet aquare and 24 feet in length, with electrio detonat~-
ing leads rumming up to a farm house severel hnmdred yards from the
road. These charges were immediately neutrelirzed and remeved by Captein
(Spike) Harris and his men of Compeny C, 307th Engineers.

Had this road been demolished, CASTELLAMMARE would not have been
accessible by wehicle. Due to the nature of the terrain swrownding
the town, it would taka a considerable length of time,‘ effort, labor
and material (rhiaﬁ was not available) to recomstruct the road. Ap=-
parently the individusl or group assigned the mission of demollshing
this road decided it most wnwise, since they would be merely isolating
themselves and cubting their own life-line. (45)

On the morming of the 24th, Combat Team 504 proceeded to ALCAMO,
where & Division Command Post was captured along with large enemy

equirment and stores. (46)
(44) A=7, pge 17+ (45) Eyewitness, self, and statement Cept Harrise

(46) Eye-witmess, self.
- ' ~28=
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The final objective wae teken, the south and western portion of"
SICILY was in the hands of the Americans., The Regiment then moved
south to CASTELVETRANQ to polioe the oooupied ma'a.nd garrison it
against the possibility of enemy counterattack, _assemhﬁ' oaptured
stores, and gather in streggling prisoners. This was to be the work
of many days. Prisoners were still being picked up, end drifted im
from isolated outposts for weeks to follow,. Enemy parracks end etores
which were being looted were placed under guard and the food stores
later appropristed to feed prisomers. Among the food stores teken
were 28,000 hard rations from one warehouse, 700 pounds of beef,

2000 pounds of sugar, 500 powmds of coffee, 400 gallons of tomat_u
paste and a huge supply of Italian wniforma, (47) |

The EGADI ISLAWDS ~ FAVIGNANA, LEVANZP, and MARETTIMO situated .
10-20 miles off TRIPANI, whioh had been out of commmmioation with the
meinlend since the 23d, surrendered 29th July to Captain Richard
Gerard, of the G=3 Section and 1§t Ligutenant Louis P. Teste, P.W.I1,.,
who approached FAVIGNANA in a sail boat and negotiated & surrender
with Lisutenant Colonel Silvie Serralunga. The population of the .
ielands is about 6000; their garrison wae nearly 1000, (48)

THE RELIEF - HETURN TO AFRICA

The 82d Airborne Diviesion was rul:‘_l.m& from the Sicilian Army
" of @scupation and directed to return to its base in EATROUAN. Orders
were reoeived to send staff representatives to Seventh Army Head-
querters in PALERMO to formulate plans to move the Division by track
to PALERMO, themce by sea to BIZERTE and themoe by truok to KAIROUAN.
The (=& and assistanh G~3 departed from TRIPANT on August 17 on this
mission. The Division Commander was in ALGIERS when these orders
were reoeived, (49)

At 1500, 18th August, a radio from the Division Commsnder at

ALGIERS was received at TRIPANI, directing the Chief of Staff and the
(47) Eyowitness, self. (48) A-7, pg. 18. -(49) A-7, pge 43,
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two parachute Combat Team Commanders to meet him at 1600 om
CASTELVETRANO airfield. At CASTELVETRANO the Division Commander
informed these officers that all arrangements had been nmade and that,
commencing the next morning, the troops in SICILT would be prepared
for air movement back to EKATROUAE,

During the night units scattered over the western end of Sicily
were alerted by'radio , telephone and cowrier. The Division had only
24 trucks to move persomnel and equipment to the airfields, which
were as much as 45 miles away. At 0200 the orders were confirmed.

On that day, 19th August, the Combat Teem moved oﬁb to the CASTELVETRANO
airfield, loaded up quickly into C-47's end was transported baok to
KAIROUAK, North Africa. Speed was esgential and it is well indeed that
the movemsnt wes exscuted by air without red tepe and compliocated ®co-
ordinastion®. The troops and eguipment simply loaded up and took off
for NORTH AFRICA. The staff officers whe had been in Army Heedquarters
at PAIERMO formulsting the move by sea to Horth Afrioa arrived with
Aapprb'md but complicated plans for a rail-water journey ;juﬁtr in time
%o board the last tramsport plene to Africa. The official oonfirmatory
orders for the truck and sea movement arrived three days later, after
the Division olaséd in the EATROUAY Aree. Only sixteen days wntil D
Day (Italy). (50)

ANAIYSIS AND CRITICISMS

To analyze this opara.tion: the B04th Perachute Infantry Regimental
Comba.t Tomn wee given & mission of making & night perachute drop, re-
ini'ofuing the 505th Combat Team; to seige specific objectives whioh
were vital to the rapid advanoe to the seaborme forces; to prevent or
to delay the arrivel of enemy reinforcements; and & fundamental function
of airbome troope = to create confusion and alerm in the mind of the
enemy commend and enemy troops.

A comparatively smell portion of the total forces engaged was lande=
(50) A-7, pg. 43.
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od on the oorreot DZ (Drop Zonme). The paratroopers were scattered

as far as 60 milea apart, from NOTQ to LICATA. Nevertheless, the
objectives wore gained, and the faot that the lendings of the se&~
borne forces were largely wmapposed may reasonably be attributed to
the unrehearsed but enmergetio and determined action of those airborne
troops who, although landed outside their zones, aszisted in spreading
the rumor that several Airborne Divisions descended on the islend.
This rumor, it may be noted, must certainly bave been given additicmal
substance by the simulataneous drop of 600 dummies.

Although the SICILIAN Operation wes costly, both in lives and
oquipment (casualties 33 Officers and 355 Enlisted Men), valusble
expérience was gained by those who survived, wmbtold damage was in-
flioted behind enemy lines and meny priuﬁnérs wore captured.

Everywhere the Germens and Italians saw small groups of troopers
coming out of the night., The penioc of not knowing how many were ooming,
or from where, had its demoralizing psychological effect.

Upon affecting & reorganigation, the RCT moved out in the attack,
spearheading the coastal drive of the 82d Airborne Division. 411 ob~
jeotives were taken rapidly, successfully end with {nary little casual-
tiea.

Germen Gemeral Kurt Studemt, foremost authority in the Germsn
Army on Airborne operations and who was commender of the Airborme
Operations on CRETE, made the following statement et NUREMBURG trials

"The Allied Airborme Qperation in SICILY was decisive, despite
widely scattered drops, which must be expected in a night landing. I%
ie my opinion that if it had not been for the Allied Airborne Foroes'
blocking the Herman Geering Armored Divieion from reaching the beach-
hoad, that Division would have driven the initial seaborme forocee bask
“ipnto the sea. I attribute the entire success of the Allied Sicilian
Operations to the delaying of German Reservee (vy the 824 Airborne

Division) wmtil sufficient forees had been landed by sea %o resist the
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cowmterattacks by our defending forces (the strength of whieh had
been held in mobile reserve).” |

The points in the oriticiem of this operaticn ers as follows:

le HNavigation on the flight to the DZ was generally umsatisfaotory.
In spite of the clear weather, a quarter moon, the existance of MALTA
as & check and easily recognizable coastline, the navigation by the
Troop~carrier air-crew went wrong.

2, There was no countersign or parole for the entire task
foroe., EBech Division had its own set of passwords. Amphibious wnits
other than the First Divieion were. not conwversant with the paraschute
operations and were not familiar with the parachute wniforms.

S« The planning and staff work was not cemtralized: The 824
Airborne Division was under the Seventh Army. Allotment of miroraft
wes decided by AFHQ, Méditerranian Air Command, the 15%h Army Group,
and the details of eontrol and tra.i.nix;g wore carried out by the Troop
Carrier Gema.nd_. There was no comb:l.n_ed Airborme~Aircorps training,
nor wes there a rehearsal for the operation.

4, Apparently the Navy and ground troops were not informed of
the arrival of friendly airborme troops. Uﬁon being questioned, ocertain
members of the 45th Division steted that they were instructed to be on
the lockout for Germsn parachutists at the time that we were about to
drop. One unit actumlly carried the 82d Airborne Division on its G-2
report es an identified Germen Airborne Division. Even though the
planes sacrificed security, for the sake of recognition, friemdly
neval and anti-gircraft fire shot them down. Anti-aireraft oonﬁol
appoared to be non~existent.,

B« There were very few parachutists on the Genoro.l ey Special
Staeff of the Dlvision, despite the faot tha.t both regiments to par-
ticipete in the SICILIAN operation were parachute wits. These staff
officers were not conversant with many parachute problems and had %o

rely wholly on the parachute regiments for guidance.



6+ No member of the Division staff came in by plame with either
of the parachute regimsnta.. The Forward Division CP was afloat. Later
the Division Command Group disembarked and established its CP on ths
island in the vieinity of GELA.

7« Commmications were diffioult: The radio equipment employed
by this Combat Team was unasatisfactory due to its limited range and
gensitivity to local terrain.

Wire was impossible to lay; due to the rapidity with which the
Regiment advanced, shortege of equipment, personnel and transportation.

| LESSONS

fome of the lessons to be learnmed from this operation are:

1. 4s much navigational assistance that cen he abtained should

be used enrouts to the DZ at mght. The lanes aeross the sea should be

I g

patrolled by vessmels, preferably submarines, specially detailed, and

. ‘trained, in the use of radar and lights %o mark the lanes. In the

initial assault, and at th_a. risk of sacrifiocing surprise, picked crews
will have to be used to land small perties % set up homing devicea to
guide the aircraft into the desired D[Z.

Most tactical situations will permit the employmemt of navigat-
ional equipment. Training should be oconducted with a view to their
haﬁitual employment, Without positive navigational assistance on the
DZ, it can be expected that many ships will not arrive at the proper |
DZ in a night operation.

| Airborne troops are of a very high quality and thelr training
tekes time and expense. They are given important tasks which may
accutely affeot the operations as a whole. Correct navigation is
therefore, essential both from the operational and psychological point
of view,

Ze A common password should be uned by the wh.ole taak force.
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3. The plamning, sta.ff work, oonbinad trainmg, a.nd oontrol

prior to am operatiom of Airborne forces needs to be centralized to

a very high degree. Certain amount of confusion muat be accepted as
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. normal, but if "little things®™ go wrong in an alirborne operation,
confusion ia incrensed in magﬁitude.

4, The lamohing of an a:.rborna operation entails the elosest
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cooperation batween Na:val Ground ard .&ir Foreea. This is primarily

PN [T

go with respact tu the problom of tho route to be followed by the

planes over the sea. Over water routes, for troop ocarrier formations,
should be a path sbout ten miles wide, sleared of shipping end marked

by vessels with lights every 50 to 75 miles. The emtire task force

should be warned of the f£light, giving the time, route, altitude, and

recognition si gnal.

B« A4ll members of the Di-nsz.on Btaff of an Alrbo;-ne Divis:.on

i e e AT A TS

should be q‘un.l:Lfied pa.ratroopors, end jump into the operation with the

B

troops. Psyohology plays a dominant role in an airborne organiza.tion.
The men will ge snywhere and do anything as long as they see their
Jeader up ahead of them. “Men are lead and mot pushed.® The jump-
master in each plane is an officer and the first one to make the exit.
The men follow like a string of pearls. An example of eagerness omn
the part of men to follow their leader was when several mem were
severly wounded by flak ri.n the flight over 3ICILY: +these men were

too weak to stand up, but upon seeing their Goﬁpany Commander jump,
asked their buddies to scoot them down end help them out the door of
the plene.

6o S'l;rict a.:rl::.-airare.ft disoiplma » bot.h Naval and Military must

be maintained at all times.

u,,...-_-vr'

Te hoept for :I.nd:.nduals hea.nl:,r loaded with speoial equipment,
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every jndividual should ;jump nth a.n a.nti—tan.lc mine. The Heawkins mine
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has proven very satisfactory, it's only disadvantage being a light
cherge. In addition, larger mines should be dropped in parachute
oontainers, scattered throughout the entire orgenization, as well as
concentrated loads with Engineer wnits.

8. When villages are enoountered and must be passed through,

R R a0 ————

<9



it is beat to first send a strong patrol to the .fa.r side of +the
village to cut communications smnd prevent enemy withdrml end destroy
any enemy attempting to withdraw, In the attack on villages by large
wmits ths ﬂllag;a should be enveloped first eand, time permititing, a
patrol should work back from the far side of the village, olearing it
frem the direotion of the enemy. | |

9, In orgenizinog a defemse great oare must be mroised :i.n pla.omg

i, oA

individual \s and weupons 8o that they will not be ﬁzpoaed to direct
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hoatzfe”f:.re. With the prasant large scale use of time :I?:.ro a.nd auto-

mn.tic wea.pnns, forward slopes are wmbenable without heavy losses. The
proper use of cover will probably contribute more to & sucocessful de-
fense than extensive fields of fire. If ground must be held, s forward
slope oan be held with a light covering-security force with the bulk of
the troops dug im on the reverse slope. Certain wmits shduld be deaign-
ated to axeoute counterattacks on pre~arrenged signals. Many sirborne
misﬁ:l.onu require wits to hold until relieved. Thias, to be accomplished,
makes it highly important to selesct grownd that is not suitsble for
enany tank.employment, since airborne troops ere initially very wvul=-
nerable to armor attacks. In the event tenks do pemetrate, they should
be permitted to pass through and the infantry following them must be
destreyed or drivan off.

10. The eﬁenw hes orgenized his defenses based on physically
oooupyiﬁg key terrain such as good obserwvation points, canal crossings
and bridges. There were usually a number of gaps in his defanse that
he covered by fire, but did not physically occcupys. It has provﬁn
pracsticable in some instances to push large wmite thi-ough these gaps
wnder cover of darkness with a mission of seiging end holding key terrain
in the enemy's rear. In the long run more oan be accomplished in thie
manner with less loss of 1life than by d.eploying.in a etraight frontal
attack. More and more the attack was becoming a oase of making a strong

reconnaissance in force and then rapidly following uwp to hold what has



been gained rather then applying a wiforam pressure alomg the entire
front. When such advences are made at night, it is most important to
be on suitable defensive terrain by daylight. Units saught in-lmt
torrain, subjeet to hostile observation and fire, are certain %o re-
aelve heavy casualties. 7

ll., Great care must be ta.k:eﬁ to insure that prqliminary bombing
during the actual airborne flight end landings do not so light up the
ground by -explosions and fires that recognition of routes and of D2's
becowe difficult, Por exsmple: a large fire mear leke BIVIERE itself

rmady Ha ek '
(ar important landmerk on the routa)hwry diffioult to see, and mefmy
airoraft lost their way at this poiﬁ'l:.

12. The accomplislment of the missiom is a tribute to the fight=
ing heart, skill, oowrage and initiative of individuals and smpall wmit
comnanders. . | _ |

Here in SICILY the "Airborne Pioneers"™ proved the hard way that
vertical envelopment at ﬁight was fea.sibla; and almost imposaible to
stop. These men hed the memtel end physical courage to try anything,
asking and expeoting no odds. For as the dispersal was widespread, EBo

also were the swrprises and confusion of the snemy,
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