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OPERATIONS OF THE 1834 FIELD ARTILLERY GROUP
IN SUPPORT OF THE 6th ARMORED DIVISION
IN THE SAAR OFFENSIVE 1-16 NOVEMBER 1944
{RAINELARD CAMPAIGK)
(Personal Experience of a Group 3-2)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph tells the story of the 183d Fleld Artillery &roup,
while in .support of the 6th Armored Divisiem, during & portien of the -
Sasr Offeneive, from 1 November te 16 November 1044.

After its historic pursuit across morthern France in August end
September of 1944, the lack of supplies caused the Third United States
Army to lose its momentum, and finmlly on the 25th _of Septenber, upon
orders from higher hesdguarters, it passed from an offensive to. e defensive
status. Althowgh this turned out to be an aggreesive defensive sitmation
which involved numercus limited objeotive operatioms, the Army front re-
meined essentially along the line of the Kuaoih River umtil the offensive
was resumed, (1) (Tab 1)

This was = depressing and monotcnous period im the lower echelans.
The higher headquerters ude\plnns for the eoming drive inte Germany and
conceatrated upen the building of supplies, but the smaller units passed
from the exeiting pursuit under the best of summer field comditioms to
cheerless defensive operations in the cold and rein, (2)

When the Third Army received 2 direstive from tlie 12%k Aray Group to
rosume the offsnsive it was coemposed of the XII end XX Corps. The XIT
Corps had the 4th and 6th Armored Divisions and the 26th, 36th, and BOth
Infentry Divisions, The XX Corps had the 10th Armored Division amd the .
S5th, 90th, and 95th Infantry Divisioms. (3)

On 3 Noveaber the XII Corps received an order from Third Army which
stated in part that it would advange northesst from the vicinity of Pont~
A-ousson with the sum of ome infantry and one armored divisior and seize
rail and roed feoilities at Faulgquemont. (4)

To accomplish thiz missiom the Corps selected the 80th Infsmtry

(1) A-5, p. 933 (2) A-3, p. 99; (3) A-5, p. 116; (4) A-4, p. 68 II
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Division which was then lecated in the line just east of PomtwA-Homsson
and the 6th Armored Division at that time in reserve mear Nanoy.

The plan of the attaek was sush that the 8Oth Inrant_-.x?y Diviaion was
to parﬁieipate in the gemsral ettack along the Third Ju'n;r front on D day.
Ite initial mission was to seize bridgehesds across the Seille River. The
6th Armored Divieion was o eross the river aﬂer necsssary bridges were
constructed by D+l and exploit the gap in the enemy lines in the true Patton
faghion. The ultimate ebjéotivos of the two Corps in the Third Army were
bridgehesds across the Rhine River, 90 miles sway. The armered divisions
were sxpected to keep pushing until that river was reached. Apparemtly
General Patton had hopss of duplicating his spectacular end run of the
previous swmmer. (5)

The 183d Field Artillery Group from the dey of ites errival in France
on 23 Aﬁgust 1944 had been uaéigned to the Third Army and attached to the
XII Corpe, Until this time sll of its combat experience had beem as Sup-
plementary Corps Fire Direction Center. Throughout the static sltwation in
September and Qoteber its funetion was to ecordinate the artillery fires
of the 4th Armored, 26th and 35th Infentry Diviaions, and two Corps Artillery
Groupe firing in support of these divisions.

On 1 November, in amticipation of the comimg push, the Growp reseived
orders to take command of thres new battalions then looated in the morthera
part of the Corps seetor amd be prepared to sapport the §th Armored Div-
ision. On 2 November the Group Ho_adqnartora moved its commend post from
Champenoux, & village in the seuthern part ef the Corps Zomns, to PonteA-
Mousson. (Tab 1) /

4t this point it might bs well to say & feow words about the organization
of that mmech maligned and often misunderstood ﬁnit, the Field Artillery
Group. o

In the early part of the war it wa-s dineﬁrod that the Field Lrtinorjr
regiment was too stereotyped and rigid a uwnit to provide the flexibility

which was s5¢ neocessary to give the moet efficient support to the man with

(6) A-4, p. G3 II
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the rifle. Consegquently in February 1948 groups were born to tactieally
control non-divisional Field Artillery battaliems. They were sssentinmlly
8 regimentel headquerters and headquartors battery withowt sdministrative
funotions and without essigned battalions., For the accomplishment of any
particular mission several battalions, ususlly from two to four, were
attached. The guiding principle in meking sttechments was the mission and
not the calibver. (&)

This organizetion was so flexible that on 1 November 1944 it permitted
Heedquarters 183d Field Artillery Grouwp to step out of its role ss Supple-
mentary Corps Fire Direction Center and assume command of three strange
battalions on & totally different mission.

TOPOGRAPHEY

The Loutstanding fenture of the terrain ever which this setion was to
take place was the existence of the mumercus sireems which had to be trav-
srsad, Some of them were only a few feet wide, but nevertheless they eon-
stituted obstaecles to both track and wheel vehicles.

The Seille and Nied Rivers, which lay directly in the sons of the
advanee, ran north snd northweet respestively. Betwesn them was an area of
high ground frowm which stresms and rivamlete drainsd into these two rivers.
This watershed was dominated by Delms Ridge, a hill four miles long and
1300 feet high, from which the ememy could cover our whole smﬁ of advance
by observation. | _

In the dry season the ground would have beem excellent for the employment
of tanks, It was generally open rolling country interspersed with smell
wooded srees. But the ineessant rains had eovered many of the fielde with
several inohes of water and others with muoilaginous mud; greatly restristing
the use of any vehicles off the ronds. dne reodeoming feature, however, |
wag the existence of a fairly good sjrsten o'f roads. (7)

FREPARATION FOR THE OFFENSIVE

Upon arriving in the new loeation the Group Headgmarters had a three-
fold task to perform comourrently. It hed to get aequeinted with its new

(6) A-8, p. 2, 35 (7) A-8
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battalions end the people in the 6th Armored Division with whom it ins te
work a.nd to make plans for i:ho coming operstion.

Let us consider the battelions first., They were the 276th and the
696th Armored Field Artillery Battalions and the 7524 Field Lrt:iliery Bat-
talicn. The 'l:-ro. armored battalions were equipped with the light 100mm
howitger M7, self propelled. The other unit was ermed with the 155mm
howitzer M1, tractor drawn, a medium artillery piece. All three hed pre-
'vioﬁsly worked with armored divisions; an experience whish could not Bo
claimed by the Group Headquarters.,

It immediately became epparent thet the mein problem was going to be.
the lack of equipment peculiar to armor in the Groeup Headquarters and the
752d Fleld Artillery Battalion. They had no 500 series radio sets which
were common to both the armored divisions end the ssparate armored field
artillery battalions, nor did they have any armored vehicles., Group Head-
querters immediately borrowed e half track with an 3CR 5CB from the 276th
Battalion, for the purpose of mtilising it as & portable firs direeticn
center, (8)

'After gathering up his battalions, which were located im position in
the Foret De Faco (9), reinforcing the fires of the 80th Division Artillery,
the Group Commender contacted the Division Artillery Commander of the 6th
Armored Division, Fortunately they had imown esch other since the 1920's
at Fort Sam Hﬁuston which made it much easier to break the ice.

Freparations for the coming atteock were formulated. It wag decided
that the 6tk Armored Division Artillery would act as direct support for CC B,
while the 183d Field Artillery Group would be the direct support for GG’ A,
In order thet the CC A ﬁni.ts would not have a totally strange supperting
artillery, the Division Artillery and the. Group exehanged ome armored bat-
talion. By this transaetion the Group lost the 696th but gained the 23lst
Armored Field Artillery Battalions. _

The Group Comssnder, scoompenied by his S-2 and 8-3, then visited the

command post of CC A, located on the eastern outskirts of Naney. Although

(8) A-8; (8) Forest De Faco
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the details of the coming operation were not available at that time, the
several offigers of the two wnits haed the opportumity to meet each other.

On 5 November the Group commend post was moved inmto the field im the
Foret De Facc immediately adjecent to that of the Division Artillery which
wag then ..’m position even though the rest of the division waes in reserve.

On 6 Fovember an unfortunate and unusuval incident befell the 183d
Field Artillery Grﬁup. It had been raining almost continuously in that area
for over a month, snd elthough the Moselle River was swollen, the Groﬁp
Air Offiscer had located the air strip in the bottom land along the river
thinking that it ecould mot rise amy higher.

On the night of the 6th of November the Air Soctiom; was awtkened when
the Moselle River started to flow through their bedrolls. They attempted
to push the sirplanes on higher ground, dut the river was rising so fast
that eventuslly one offieer, who delayed too lemg, had to be evacuated from
the top of a 2 1/2 ton truck by an engineer agsault boet.

Six airplanes were thus "drowned". Two alrplanes belonging te one of
the battalions had not yet joined the Group because of poor flying eonditions.
They were all that remained. Since the Corps Artillery Commander felt that
& full complement of a.irplms_ms necessary for the Group, he immediately
ordered his S-4 to prooure them by taking one away from six of the heavy
b&t‘tu_lions in the Corps. Thus on thas follmring day we again had eight air-
planes, however, they were all located on n new strip. (10) _ '

At 0500 on B November 1944 a violent forty~five minute aftillory pre=

paration was fired. Every artillery piees in the Third Army partieipated
causing an expenditure of over 30,000 romnds of szmunition. {(11)

At 0545 the 80th Infantry Division jumped off ecross the Seille. The
1834 Field Artillery Group end the Divieion Artillery of the 6th Armored
Divieion, after firing in ﬁhe general preparation, continwed to reinforce
the 80th Dlvision. S8ixty-nine battalion and five battery eoncentrations

were fired. (12) Ho observers were semt out since they were held in reediness
' \

(10) A-8; (11) A-5, p. 123; (12) A-1, p. 90
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t0 work with units of thubeth Armored Division, and the weather was so poeor
that it did not permit the wse of observation ﬁirplms. Excellent wire
communications existed with the 80th Division Artillery which permitted their
observers to fire the reinforeing battalions, (13)

In the meantime the remainder of the 6th Armored Divisien was belng
orgeniged into combat commands; CC A 4n its initial assembly area Juét wost
of Dommartin and the remainder of the Division near Naney. (Tebd 2)

The eombat commanrnde were subdivided into combat tesams. Each combat
team wes built around one of the major combat wnits in the Diviaioﬁ, hense
geven combat ms wors possible om the basis of three armored infantry
battalions, three tank battalions, and the recommaisszance squadrom.

(n 8 FKovember the Division was organised as follm: (14)

COMBAT COMMAND A

cT 9 CT 68
9th Armd Inf Bn E-— 68th Tk Ba (~)
Co D 69th Tk Bn (- Co C 9th Armd Inf Bn
Co B 68th Tk Bn _ 354 Plat Co B 25th Armd Engr Bn
18t Plat Co B 26th Armé Engr Bn 3d Plat Co B 6034 TD Br
last Plat Co B 6033 TD Bn 2 Sects lst Plat Btry 4 TT7th
lst Flat Btry A 777th aas Bn AAA Bn :
(-2 Seets 1 Plat Tr G 86th Cav Ron 3q Mecs
1 Plat Tr C 88th Cav Ren Sq Mect
Res | Tns
Tr ¢ 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz (-) Btry A 77Tth AAA Bn (=)
Co B 9th Armd Inf Bn Plat Co D 68th Tk BEn

Co B 6034 TD Bn (-2 Plats)
(with Sect Tdwy Br Co Atchd)

" COMBAT COMMARD B

CT 15 _ CT 50
15th Tk Bn (- 1 Med Tk Co 50th Armd Inf Bn (=)
& 1 Lt Tk Co) Co ¢ 15th Tk Bn
Co € 50th Armd Inf Bn lst Flat Co & Z25th Armd Engr
%4 Plat Co A 25th Armd Engr S Bn (+)
Ba (-) . 1st Plat Co ¢ 6034 TD Bn
5d Piat Co ¢ 6034 TD BEn ¢ Seots Btry B 777th AAA Bn -

2 Sects Btry B 777th AAA Bn

(18) 4-8; (14) &-l, p, 88,89
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RESERVE COMMARD -

CT 69 CY 44

69th Tk Bn (- Cos € & D) 44th Armd Inf Bn (-~ 1 Co)
Co A #44th Armd Inf Bn Co ¢ 69th Tk Bn
1 Plat Co A 603d TD Bn Co A 6034 TD Br (- 1 Plat)
1l Plat Co C 25th Armd Engr Tr A 86th Cav Ren Sg Meox

Bn {+) _ (- 1 Plat)
1 Plat Tr A 86th Cav Ren Sg 26th Armd Zngr Ban (- Coe A

¥ensz & B; = 1 Flat Ceo C)

1 Plat 997th Tdwy Br Co 603d 1D Bn (- 3 Lettered Gos)
Mine Roller Platoon Bridge Co (- 1 Plat)

SUPPORTING ARTILLERY

Sth Armd Div Arty 1834 FA Group
(Direet Supt CC B) _ {Direct Supt CC 4)
128th Armd FA Bn 231st Armd FA Ba
212th Armd FA Bn 276th Armd FA Bn
696th Armd FA Bn 7524 FA Bn (156 How)

FROM THE SEILLE TO THE RIED

Apparently the onamf had been caught by surprise., S3ubsegquent inter
rogation'of'prisoners rovealed that he did not antieipato an sttack under
such unfavorable weather comditions. The greatést diffieulties wore caused
by the flocded state of the Seille River and its mmddy approaches. In spite
of this a major portion of the 80th Division managed to get to the east bamk
by the 9th, féllound by'onn CT from CC B which croased at Port-Sur-Seille, .
(Tab 2) The remsinder of CC B stayed in an assembly area on the west bank
until the following day. The original intentiﬁn hed been to have CC A oross
at Clemery, but it became obviows durimg the course of the day that this
would be impractieal beo#uéo of the flooded approaches at that town. 4As e
resuit of this CC A moved to an assembly position just west of the River at
Eomsny., (15)

At daybresk on 10 November the 1834 Field Artillery Group moved eut from
its positions im the Foret De Faco. Althéugh it is pormal for a field
artillery unit, prior to making a displacement, to send a rescommaissance
party forward for the purpose of seleeting positions, this proecedure wes unot
followed that dey. The whole Group Just joiﬁed the CC A column and proeseded

te follow it aercss the Seille River at Nomeny.

(15) A-1, p. 90
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Forward obssrvera had been sent out from the light battalions on the
previous day to work with the CTs of CC A. They were iell equipped for
such daty. Each forward observer My had 8 medium tamk, a half track,

- and & jeep. When working with the tanks the obssrver would adjust fires

from his tank. When he was with an armored infantry umit he used his half
track., The jeep was used when working with the imfantry or any other 'him
the observer saw fit. All the vehicles had 500 sories redlos. ‘

The medium battelion was not so fortunate in its Tables of Equipment,
All that the forward observer had was a jeep with a 610 radio. Thoro_fore,
the observers from thie battalion were not sent out to the supported uvnits.
This bettalion was mssigned targets by the Growp fire direetion ocenter
which received its intelligenee from the supported units, the forward ob-
servers, and the air observers. (16)

After initial disorganised resistanes, the onemy started to show sigma
of stiffening opposition, exerting his utmost efforts to delay cur advance
by means of defended mine fields, road bioel:s. demolitions, and every other
conceivadble typs of obstacle. (17)

As CC A passed through the 80th Division in the 'ri.ei_nity of Mailly=-
Sur-Seills (Tab 3) it began to fan owt. CT 68, being heavy in tanks,
went north soross open terrain avoiding the Bois de Secourt., CT 9, which
was formed with the 9th Armored Imfantry Battalion as a nucleus, followed
the road running thraugia the Bols ds Secourt. A light artiliery battalion
was close behind each CT. _

The Group Hesdquarters and the medium battalion were to pass around the
Bois de Segourt behind CT 68 Beca.use it was believed that the abatis which
the eusmy hed constructed along the road in the woods would delsy CT 9.
Another consideration was the possibility of ambush by the Germans who wmay
have besn bypassed.

The Group Commander had a light tenk assigned to him by CC A. Im it
he was able to accompany the command group of CC A. He had excellent redio
communications with each of his bettalions, Group Headguarters, and the CC A

(18) A-8; (1®) A-5, p.128;
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' Commander. In this way he could comtrol his battalions, give any nescessary
advies to CC A, and follow the ever changing situation which is &0 character-
istie of armored operations. '

This ability to comtrol the subordimate units was illustrated whenm, it
was found that CT 9 was msking better ﬁrogross through the woods in spite
of the abatis and booby traps tham (T 68 which ran imto strung ememy op-
poaltion on the opea.gronmd to the north. The Sroup Commsnder, who wés in
the woods, ordérod the mediom battalion to come back and follow the read
through the Boie de Seeocurt; thus enabling it to cocupy positions and fire
mmch sooner tham if it had attempted to follow the original reoute, (18)

Later in the day a small neals.unquy connterattaek from the north,
ascompanied by seven tenks, was broken up by artillery fire uhioh disabled

‘thres of the tanks forcing the others to withdraw, (19)
| As the 80th Division assaulted Delme Ridge the Sth Armored Division
bypsesed it to the north. By nightfall CT ¢ had reached the town of Luppy.

CT 68 followed it to Sologne then turmed somutheast and weamt into bivouae
near Monmcheux which was then held by the 80th Division. Tﬁu two light artil- -
lery battalions were right behind the CTs, The hnadqan;tora of both CC 4
sand the Group, the 752d Pield Artillery'Battalioh, and the HReserve of CC A
were al)l centrally losated in and east of Secourt. CC B had advanced as

far as Vigny. (20)

Shertly after dark the Group had wire communication with all of ;ts
battelions, A fire direction senter was established in a comsand post tent
and harassing and interdietion fires were fired throughout the might. The
computations were oarried on by the light of a Colemsn lamtern. This taa.
not quite up to the comfort of previous days when we operated from a bulldiag,
and had & portable gererator whieck supplied the eleotric lighte, but the
work was dome just as well. {21)

At 0700 on the following morming after & ten minute preparation was
placed on Dechy the CTs eontimwed the advames; CF 9 due onst toward Han-

Sur-Nied and OT 68 northeast toward Bandresourt.

(18) A-8; (19) 4-2, p. 89; (20) A1, p. 91; (21) A-8
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The enemy offered the strongest resistanee in the towns through whieh
the armered units had to pass sinee the soggy grmd mede oross country move-
ment impractieal and in some places impossible. As soon as & town was taken
the Germens muid start shelling it, greatly hemperiag cur movements.. It
waes extremely fortunate that their artillery was limited in guantity and
its quality was not the best. |

CT 9 moved very mapidly and mamaged to drive the Germens from the bridge
at Han-Sur-Nied before they had an opportunity to destroy it. The enemy
immediately pleced a heavy volums of mortar and autometic weapens fire upon
it, denylng its uze to our tfaops. Sinoe eapturing a bridge intect waz a
prige which the Germans seldom let us have, &n assault was immediately or-
ganized in conjunction with a battalion from the 80th Division. The Group
fired a fifteen mimute preparation and smoked the ridge on the east side of
the river. | _

The seizure of this bridge was connected with several aots of heroism.
Engineers rushed down to the river in the face of heavy fire and out the
wires which led to the prepared demolitions. The CC A Cozmender personally
led the first sguad in the nssuult,. an e'xpleit whieh earned the Distinguished
Service Cross for him. Company B 68th Tenk Battalion, part of CT 9, reeceived
the Presidential Citatjon.

CT 68 was somewhat delayed in jits advance besause of numsrous blowm
bridges in addition to resistence by the enemy. It 'magod to reach Morville.
Sur~Nied which was taken together with BOth Division troops., {(22) |

The 1834 Fiela Artillery Group had extreme difﬂoulty rin maintaining
control over ite battalions on this day; a condition which was caneed chiefly
by lack of the proper radios., The only radios in Group able to commmnicate
with the armored artillery battalions were the two SCR 608s, ome of which
was located in the fire direction half tracﬁ and the other in the Greup
Commander's tank. During the course of the afterncon the radic at the fire
direction went out. This stopped all redio commmication with the light
battalions and with the Group Commander who was operating with the mobile

(22) a-1, p. 93
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command group of CC A. The 25lst Field Artillery Battalion was supporting
CT 68 whioch was off to the flank several thousand yards. The ares in be-

tween had not been elearsd of the enemy, meking it impractiesl to lay wire
or even send messengers. The 276th and the 7524 Field Artillery Battalions.

end the Group Headguaerters were tfy:lng te advance down the Luppy-Hen~Sur-
Fied Roed which was already overcrowded with elements of CC A and which was
ocossionally denied to us by enemy interdiction fires. The traffie snarl
was such that although the Group Pire Direstion _f:'.ontar started its dis-
placement st approximately 1600, it 4id not reach Beehy until elose to 2200.
During this period ‘the only Group control was exeroised by the Group Com~
mander from his tank in the vicinity of the erossing on the Kied. He_ sl eo

acted as a forward observer adjusting smoke to cover the assault on the

bridge. At dark he returnsd to Beohy where CC 4 set up its command post
and where the Group Headquarters Battery fimally arrived later in the night,
The 752d Pield Artillery Battalion sent its ro.eomissa.noo parties as
far a8 the woods west of Ean-Sur;sied while our troeps were fighting for
thet town, Thers they received both artillery and smell arms fire which
convineed them that they should not pusk their reccnnaissance guite so
aggroesively, As they were withdrawing tixreugh Beohy, they came under en
enemy artillery concentration whioh put numerous holes in their vehioles
but hurt no ome. Nightfall found this battalion and the 276th im position
around Bechy. The 2351lst wae at Tragny Iﬂ:h ¢T 68, (25)'
In the wmeantime (C B had been successful in seiszing e bridge just semth |
'of Sanry-Sur-Nied, (24)

FROM THE NIED TO THE HIGH GROUND SOUTH OF FALQUEMOKT

As the 8th Armored Division started to expand its bridgeheads on 12 Hov-
enber, Corps reduced the size of its objective from the high ground north
and south of Falguemont to just the high gmﬁnd south of F'a}.qumt. Asoord~
ingly CC B moved sowtheast along the Hied River, turmed eaLrb at Han-Sur-Nied
and headed toward the high ground around Chemery by way of Herny. CC A with
the additionsl attachment of CT 69, which came from the Reserve Command, pre-
ceded CC B on the two roads rumming east from Hem-Sur-Nied. (Tab 3)

(23) A-8; (24]_ A-1, p. 94
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During the following three days progress beceme slower &s enemy resist-
ance stiffened, Tﬁers were more counterattacks and heavier artilliery con-
centrations, ' . ,

CC A was running into stronger opposition in its advance tausrﬁ Landroff
and CT 44 was sttached from the Reserve Commend to assist., Its zons of
advance was along the Rotte Rau (25), a emall stream flowing across a very
low area which was inundated in places to 2 width of several hundred yards.
To the immediate north were s number of artifieial lakes which formed a
portion of the Maginot Line, expressly buwilt for the purpose of flooding the
country to make it impassable to tanks. The Germane made good use of these,
eften foreing our Pield Artillery'ta g0 in position on high ground and at
times sacrifice defilade in order to mocomplish ite misaiom.

Strong oppesition was éncounterod in Lendreff, end after it wasAseizad
four counterattacks wers r§pulsad on that town on 14 Novembar as the deter-
mined enemy ettempted to retake it. During the following night as CC A wnite
outposted the town, a wakeful forward observer from the 276th Field Artillery
Battalion heard noises from the woods about five hundred yards to the northe
eangt. This led him to suspect som§ sort of enemy activity there. He ade
 Justed his battalion on the smspicious looality, and the seresms which
followed the first volley prompted him to request additional artillery.
Within 2 few minutes all three battalions were firing on the woods whieh
they covered thoroughly. Investigetien on the following day disclosed thet
the six hundred rounds of ammunition expended hed been a worthwhile invest-
ment. An estimated one thoussand Germens forming for an attack were destroyed.
The quick futes had caused most of the shells to explode as they hit the tree
tops and gave the effeot of time fire, Sinee the enemy wes bunched up and
not dug in, the results were devastating. (26)

The 156th of November found CC A disposed generally alomg the north-south
line through Landroff. CC B ooccupied the high ground eround Chemery, facing
north toward Falguemont, Divieion Artillery was located in the vioiﬁity of '
Thisourt and the 183d Field Artillery Group was in position along the high

(25) Rotte River; (26) A-8
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a difficult thing to do sinee the adjﬁshmsnt wBs ﬁau#ily made on an oocasional

flash whieh an observer happemed to see while sireling around at ome thoumsand

to fifteen hundred feet., What made it dombly hard te believe was the know-

ledge thet the Germans msually held their fire while an Americen observation
Plane was flying 0 their frout.

.- Within the next two days the observers submitted their reporte which

brought out some interesting aspects of counterbattery fires.

It was deduced that the resson the German batterles did not hold their
fires, as was normal when a liaizon plane was flying to their front, was
because they were firing at the troops of the 80th Division advemeing from
the west and southwest and evidently did not notice our airplenes flying
along their south flenk.

In evaluating the damage done ¢o ths ensmy batteries it was coneluded
that the 105mm howitszer wes & poor counterbattery weapon. Of oourse, 1f
properly adjusted, it csused casunlties among personnel, but even then it was
not too effective ageinst s dug in position unless time fire was wsed. The
156mm howitzer and gun with their ninty-five pound projectiles were good,
but the 8 insh howitzer firing & two hundred p#und shell was jdeal,

The question of the amount of emmunition to firs on an enemy gun position
has been debated for a long time and atili is not solved, but we felt that
we arrived at some workable figuras. The terma neutralization and dastruetiﬁn

ere used very loosely. It is obvious that complete destruection of & battery

requiresz 2 prohibitive smount of ammenition sinece every piece mmst be demaged .

beyond repair. KNeutralization, on the other hand, can be effscted by firimg
& battery vblley causing the endmy to displace, sand resume its shelling from
enother position. In such a situation more harm than good is done, beceuse
the enemy has toc be located all over again, Therefbre, when an anemy bettery
is loeated it mmst be effeetivaly'nautralissd,- This means that enough

demage must be done to the pieces, prime movers, and personnel to destrby
some of them and to render others ineffective for an sppreeiable lemgth of
time. : ' .

As a result of this survey it was deoided that when & bebtery iz de-
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firitely located by an observer tlro volleys from five or six medium or heavy
battalions should be placed wpon it. This eo:no;lusion was later ilncerporated
into the XII Corps Artillery Standing (Operating Procedure. If an observer
from e light battalion initiated the adjustment, he would sontimue firing

one gun from his battalion on the target to prevent it from moving until the
heavler unite could be brought to bear on it. This, of course, was based
upon the essumption that medium and heavy battelions were present in the area,
If this were not so, the light artillery would just have to do the best that
it eould. _

Another point brought out was thet extreme accuracy im an aﬂ.illefy
.napon can sometimes give undesired results. One observer adjusted an 8
inek howitzer battelion upem & flash which appeared to come from the edge of
e small wooded area. After his adjustment wns completed he fired for effect
at the center of the adjusted range. Subsequent investigation revealed that
the Germen battery was motually located ebout one hundred yards forward of
the woeds. The fire for o:ffoe'b fell along the tree line. The only apbaront
damage done was three Germens killed. 1In order to avoid this in the future
Corps .Lrtillary instructed its units to cover an area of at least one hun-
dred yerds in depth when firing for effect on e battery position.

The results of this survey were gquite gratifying. Some valuable in-
formation was mequired. The 183d Fielc? Artillery Group was reinstated im .
the good graces of the Corps .ﬁ.rtiliory Commander, The Group Commander re-
ceived a Bronze Star Medal for the mamner im whioch he havdled the artillery
fires in this operation. (28)

On the 16th of November the 6th Armored seised its objeetive and the
BOth Division was left on the high ground overlooking Falquemomt. The 6th
turned oast.to contimme the push to the Saar in conjunetion with the 35th _
Infartry Division., (29} _

*  This brought to en end the first half of the Sear Offensive for the
183d Field Artillery Group. It was an imterestisg and instructive period
during which it becams qualified as an "Armored Field Artillery Group”.

(28) A-8; (29) A-1, p. 104
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ARALYSIS AND CRITICISM

P

Eeadtjuar'&drs 185d¢ Field Artillery Group was given a new mission for

which it was not properly equipped and for whiech it had mo treining. Because
of these factors it hed some diffieulty in fumetioning smoothly at first.
But by the time the Niad River wae crbsae&'it was well qualified for the job.

It will be noted thet the Group was never attached to the Division, ms
would have been normel in such an operationm, but remmined "under Corps Art:ll-;
lery control_“ even when that control could seldom be exercised beceuse of
the extended lines of communication., This was due to & policy within the
III Corps Artillery which would not allew their units to be esttached to div-
isions., The remson given for this was that the divisions received the same
emount of support but did not have to be bethered with sdditional admini-
strative matters which would necessarily exist from the attachment of such
unita, This may have been .true in more or less statie or glow moving sit-
nations, In an epel;ation suoh as thie, it worked an extreme hardship on thse
Group when it came to drawing supplies and prevenmted it from getting eertain
items of equipment issued to armored units which would have been aveilable
bed they been attached to the Division. It must be conceded that the peeuliar
status had no harmful effect upon the tactical fumetioning. This was largely
due to the spirit of cooperatien whish existed between CC A and Division
Artillery on the one hand and the 1834 Field Artillery Group om the other.

The main adverse eritieism.is to be diree'l;ed at the Tebles of Equipment
of a group heédquarl:ers and a 155 howitszer battalion for net providing the
necessary eguipment to work with armored units,

If it had not been initially evident that medium é.rtillery battalions
and group headguarters would be required to werk closely with armored divi-
sions, this fact became elear shortly after the Allied Armies started rolling
in Pranee, It muld.seem that some higher headquarters such a3 Army or
Theater would allow these units to be augmented with the necessary squipment
to mccomplish their mission more efficiently. _

There ie .nu gquestion but that time Group Air Officer ezeréised veory bad
j'adgnsntlin the selection of anm air strip alomg the Moszelle River while that
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stream was rising. It is true that these airpianes were immediately replaced
in so far as the Group was ooncsrned, but on the whole 1t deprived othar
artillery units of eix air OPs for several weeks and numerous targets were
lost,

The forwerd observers are toc be oommended for an outstanding performance
of their duties. They were always in fromt with the attacking tanks and in-
fantry giving them the fastest possible artillery support. The absérver who
stopped the enemy countarattack.at Landreff while 4t was forming saved an
unimewn number of Ameriean lives, and illusirated the neeeselty for the elose
artillery suppert which forward observers can give. On the whole the 1834
Field Artillery Group performed its assignment 15 such & way that the come
manders of the supported unite, by their own admission, were well pleased.
That is the ultimate proof of success im a field artillery unit. (30)

LESSOES

Some of the lessonz to be learmed from this operation are:

1, The field artillery group organisetion is essentislly scumd. It is
capable of performing msny and varied missions. However, in so far as possible,
it is wise to retain the same battalions in e group, otherwise valvable time
is lost in "getting acquainted”, This may be done hj having the groups per=
form the same type missions. Thers are always some to be used in eupport
of armored diviaions,'infantry division&, and as heavy general support groups.
It would be well to let the groups specialisze in one of these three and have
them change over only in an emergenoy. |

2., Keither & growup headq?ﬁftors nor & medium field artillery battalion
is properl;m:;:;;;;suz;hzééport an armored division. Their main woesknese
lies in laek of 500 series radios and armored vehieles. If these units are
augmented with the sbove mentiomed items they are eapﬁble of performing their
assigned mission.

3. To.be effective a. pounterbatiery-sensentration.should ba fired by

- two volleys from f1ve er six heavy or nﬂdiﬂm battalions, and should cover a
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(30) A-8
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depth of at least one hunmdred yards; preferably two hundred.
4. A medium field art;llery battalion ahould be organieally uaignae

©_ toeam o.mersd division. This division has only three light battelions and

i A L

certnin types of tsrgets, such as bntteries. reguire the extra punch of a

165 mm weapon.

5. Forward observers must work with the asassult compenies of the
o o AL P s Carger T W A T s T A R

supported UUTLe Gad must remsinm with them all the time, It is diffieult

o o

to prediet what may heve happened to CT 68 if the thowsand Germans had not

been annlhilated by the alert forward observer at Landroff,

6. Alr O Ps 3re imluaﬂo end mast be maintained econtinuously i.f the
weather p;rmim;::w i-;;y ;;;;e; to be the hest sourve of intelligence as to
the location of enemy batteries.

7. A Corps Artillery unit when working with a 'divisioﬁ and out of com-
monication with the corps artillery fire direstion center should be attached

to that divieiom,
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