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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 2D BATTALION, 335TH INFANTRY, 84TH U.S.
INFANTRY DIVISION, IN THE BATTLE FOR HIGH GROUND IN THE AREA
NORTHWEST OF THE ROER RIVER IN THE LINDERN, BEECK, LEIFFARTH
TRIARGLE FROM 29 NOVEMEER - 2 DECEMBER 1944
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
{Personal. Experience of Battalion Executive 0fficer)

ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operationa of the 2d Battalion,
3365th Infantry; 84th U, S Infantry Division, in the battle
for high ground in the area northwest of the ROER RIVER in the
LINDERN, BEECK, LEIFFARTH triangle from 29 November = 2 Decem~
ber, 1944, during the November offensive of the Ninth U. S,

In order to orient the reader and bring him up to the time
and point of t.hi.a operatien, it is necessary to diseuss the
uajor eventsa that led up to this action.

Barly in June, 1944, the Alliles had. suceossmlly i.nvaded
the continent of EUROPE. The Americans had 4 Armles on the
continent disposed from left to right as follows: Ninth U, _8.
Army, First U. Se Army, Third U. S. Army, end Seventh U. S.
Army, (See Map A) . | | -

The Einth Army which was on the left of the First Army
was & new army, It had-jnst been tried at BREST and then
placed on this front on 22 October 1944. It conaisted of the
XIX and XIII Corps. The XIII Corps consisted of 2 newly ar-
rived Divisions in the thestre - the 103nd Infantry Division
and the 84th Infantry Divislon. _ |

The 84th Infantry Division had landed across the beach




et OMAHA, and arrived in the Ninth Army Area on 10 November
1944, when it joined the XIII Corps. (1) Meanwhile the Ninth
Army had received orders to attaock ®in zone to the Rhine™ not
later than 18 November. (2) |

The Ninth Army plen for the coming attack was for the XIX
Corps to advance to the RHINE in ;ts current zone on order uaén
ing its main effort on its right and protecting the north flank
of First Army.

The XIII Corps was to assume control of the zone on the
Aruy's north from vicinliy of IIHBHDQgE to HAESEZEK'until re=
lieved by the Brisish XXX Corps on or sbout 15 Hovember 1944,

After relief by the British, the XIII Corps was to be pre=
pared for further operations to the east on the left of XIX

Corps. (3)

The XIII Corps was ordered to nﬁtack oen the left of the

- XIX Corps with the mission of securing the gmsa:l.ng_ sites at
-_Eggy;cn; and the expansion end protection-of the Army's left
flank, (4) m

The 84th Division had been plaoced under operational con-
trol of the British XXX Corps, and had made the main effort
in the attack on GEILENKERCHEN., It hed driven to the line as
shown on Map B whers it was stopped on 27 November 1944, (It
came back under XIII Corpa control on 21 Noveuwber,

XT1I GorpaAplan dfié attack in the corpa zone with the
1034 Division on the right with the mission of capturing
LINNICH. The 84th Division was to attack on the left with the
misslon of capturiha LINDEEN and clearing of snemy in its zone.
{5
(2) A-2, p. 82
52] A-1, p. ™
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The 84th Division was oceupying forward positions along
& 6000 yard front., Confronting the Division were elements of
the 10th 88 Panzer Division in the BEEECK Area and slements of
the 9th Panzer Division in the LINDERN Area, (6)

Since arriving in the Ninth Army the 84th Divialon had
been engaged in combat 11l dsys. Casualties had not been heavy.
The fighting spirit and morale were excellent., No serious pro-
blems had as yet arisen in the Division, The Division was well
equipped and no serious shortages existed. On the other hand
the enemy morale was low due to repeated defeats and forced
withdruwals,r but he was fighting in his homeland and was deter=
mined to make the Allles pay for all of their advances, The
supply situation of the enemy was good, He had withdrawn to
prepared positions whers it could be assumed he had supplles
~ stockpiled for a defense., In gensral the Americans sombat ef-
ficiency was higher than that of the enemy it was opposing,.

In accordance with the Corps plen, the ‘divﬁ.sion planned
to attack with 2 regiments abreast to capture the towns of
WURM, LEIFFARTH, and LINDERN, The 535th Infantry would attaek
to tho northeast to capture LINDERN and the high ground be~
tween LINDERN AND BEECK., The 335d Infantry to initially supe
port the attack by fire on the left with the mission of et-
tacking in the evening to capture the town of BEECK. The 334th

Infantry was in Division reserve, (7) The basie problem face
1ns the 84th Divislon was that they had tried twilce during the
ﬁer:!.'od 18 =~ £4 Hovember %o break into the WURM LINDERN BEECK
Area without swccess. (8) |

tsj I"ﬁa Do _Es
27; A‘S' Pe 51
8 ‘.2’ p‘ 50



DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF 335TH INFANTRY

On 27 NHovenber, the 335th Infantry was in Battallon ase
sombly areas. (9)

The regiment planned to have the 2d Battalion sgeigze and.
capture the high ground between LINDERN and BEECK which was
given the name TOAD HILL. The 34 Battalion was to capture the
Town of LINDERK, the lst Battellion was to remain in preaent
position in Regimental resoﬁe and to be prepared to attack in
the ad.Battalion zone, (See Map C)

THR BATTALION SITUATION

The Battallon wu' located in an asaembly area in the town
of PRUMEN, on 27 November, when the regimental order was re- |
ceived. This being a dlstance of about 5000 yards from its
objective and about 500 yards from its line of departure, no
time was wasted in moving the Battalion to an initial assembly
area,

The Battallion Commander felt that no reeomﬂame patrols
were necessary in that Infommation could be obtalined from the
units now in contact and throush peraonal observation over the
area. It was learned through tLo-ﬁe reconnaissance and by cone
tacting our units now in contact with the enemy, that between
our position and our objective was A small hlll whioh the enemy
had well organized to defend. Also on the forward slope of
the Battalion objective was an anti-tank ditch approximately
3 feot deop with a 3 foot trench dug in the center. Rear snd
forward of this Anti-tankrditch were itrenches snd emplacements
which had been dug. These were known as 'coﬁunity diggings"
157 Personal knowledge




which had been ﬁrapared by the civilisn populace. The
trenches were a type of commnilcation trench approximately
5 % feet deep and 2 & feet wide. On the objective itself
were 2 pillboxes of conérete construction.

The terrain wes generally rolling farming land which
had been planted in suger beets., On the left of the Bat-
talion sector was a small draw which led into the town of.
BEECK. Thls draw afforded very little cover, Due to the
continuous rains during the month the flelds had become a.
sea of nud and all vehicles were roed bound.
| Pus to the fact that two attacks had been made against
the town of BEECK one from the southweat and one from the
south, 1t 1s likely that the Germans expected us to attack
again in this area. |

During this period the Division Artillery was firing
into the towns of BEECK, WURM and LEIFFARTH, (10)

THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK (3es Map D)

The line of departure was to be the line now held by
friendly forces in the Battallon's zone; H-Hour, 0630 hours,
29 November 1944.

The 24 Battalion's plan was to cross the line of departure
without an artillery pfeparation move as rapidly as possible
with the plan in mind of reaching the antl-tank diteh before
it became bright daylight., Company G te attack on the right
and caepture the right pillbox and be prepared to continue the
attack on order to capture the right portion of the town of
LEIFFARTH, (The Battalion Commander felt that if the Battalion
TIG) Personal knowledge '




objective was ceptured on the 20th of Hovember that the Bat-
talion would contimie the attack probably to take LEIFFARTH
20 plans were made and orders issued to this effect.)
Company F to attack on the left snd capture the pillibox
in the left sector of TOAD HILL and protect the Battalion's
left flank, after the cabture of the Battalion's Objective De
prepared to sontimue the attack, on order to capture the left
portion of the town of LEIFFARTH.
Company E to be in reserve in the area as shown on Map
D to be prepared to move on order of the Battallon Commander.
Company H, 1st Platoon of mechime guns to be in direct
support of Company F, 24 Platoon of machine guns in direct
support of Compeny G, 81 mm Mortar Platoon to be in gemeral
support in position's behind HILL A. (11)
The Battalion Command Poat to remain in PRUMMEN.
The Battalion Anti-tank platoon to remain in PRUMMEN end
be ready to move on order, | -
The Aid Station was to Femain in its present location and
~to esteblish a casualty collection point on the trail beh:lnd
HILL A in the center of the Battalion zone and to follow the
7 Battalion as far forward as possible with their Jeep smbulances.
The Battalion's ammmnition dwmp was to be located in a builde
4Ang in the southeast corner of PRUMMEN, '

MOVEMENT TO THE LINE OF DEPARTURE

The Battalion moved out of PRUMMEN on the morning of the
29th of November at 0530 in a colwm of Companies. Order of
march: Company G, 24 i_’lntaon uohing guns of Company H, Come

(11T Statement received from Najor Diek VonSehriltz, former
Company Gomnder_er Company B, Janusry 19, 19850




pany F with last Platoon machine guns of Company H, Company H
minus and Company E, As thke head of Company F arrived at the
edge of the town of PRUMMEN some spasmodic machine gun fire
was received from the vicimity of SCHLACKEN HILL. No casuale

ties were received but this caused some sonfusion thus causing

'a short delay before the movement was resumed. All units were
in position on the Line of Deperture at 0600 hours when last
minute checks were made in preparation for the juwp off., (12)

HARRATTON

THE CK ON _TOAD HILL

Companies F and H crossed the Line of Departure at 0630
hours and advanced to the base of SCHLACHEN HILL where they
came under grasing machine gun fire, rifle fire from SCHLACKEN
HILL, snd mortar and artillery fire. Company G was held up
and unable to maneuver due to the intensity of the fire. Com-
pany F had two platoons committed, but its third platoon had
become loat from the Company and was just catching up with 1t.
At this time it was getting light, and two pillboxes could be
seen on SCHLACKEN HILL which were causing some of the trouble.
Also cﬁusiﬁs trouble were machine gun emplacements on the for-
ward slope of the Hill. (13)

Company Commander of Company F committed his 34 Platoon
around through & small draw on his left with the plan of flanke
‘ing the pillbox im his zone. This Platoon after adveneing up
the draw & short distance came into machine gun fire from two
pillboxes and was stopped. The Germens in this pillbox sur-

} Personal imowledge
13) A4-3; G-3 Journal, 29 FNov. 44




rendered after spproximately sm hours fighting, when the pla-
toon leader worked 6 men up near the entrance, and they talked
the Germans inslde into surrendering.

At 1100 hours, artillery fire and mortar fire were brought
in on the pillboxes holding up Company F and @G. They were able
to sdvance to the top of SCHLACKEN HILL where they were brought
under intense artillery and mortar fire, also tank fire from
top of TOAD HILL, snd small arms ‘r-.iro from poaitions on the
forward slope of TOAD HILL. Artillery concentrations and 81
mortar concentrations were fired on the positions, but Company
F and & were unable to advance,

'~ Casusalties hed been high snd the Medical Detachment had
been unable to move its litter jeep forward as origimally
planned, due to the mmddy conditions of the fields. The PREN-
MEN«EEECK road could not be used becavse it was under enemy
observation from the town of BEECK and anything moving on this
road was brought under fire. This caused the litter bearers
to have a litter haul of spproximately 1500 yards, snd they
-were not able to evacuate the casuslties., A request wes made
to Beglment for edditional litter bearers which were made
available the next morning. (14)

The Baitelion Commender reported to Regiment the situa=-
tion of his two asseult companies and informed Reglment that
ke was geing to commit his reserve Company sround the right
flank from a pesition near the GEREONSWEILER~LIEDERN Road
egainst TOAD HILL., (See Msp D) The atteck was to Jump off at
1400 hours,. ,

While this movement was being ordered the regiment ste
TI€) Peraonel knowledge
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taeched Company B of the 40th Tank Battallion to the 24 Bate
talion, The Battelion Commender then deleyed the time of st~
tack of Compeny E with the plen of attaching the tanks to Com-
pany E, The Battal:len' Command sr ordered the tanks to move up
through GEREONSWEILER where a guide from Company E would plek
them up, end take them to the polnt where 'company E was to juwp
off 1te attack, The Company War er'cmm E was to se~-
lect the time of attack and notify the Battsllion Commander.
This was done, snd after & 10 minute artillery preparation on
TOAD HILL, the Company jumped off at 1630 hours. The tanka
followed the infentry. When Company E wes sbout 300 yards
from the enti-tenk ditch, the right tank was hit snd the tenk
company refused to move farther. Company E continued to move,
and arrived at 1\:he snti~tank diteh at approximastely 1715 hours.
They were stopped by small arms and tenk fire from the top of
TOAD HILL. | |

Companies F and G were then sble to 'seramhlo_ over the top
of SCHLACKEN HILL, but only one platoon of each company moved
up to the ant_i-tank diteh with Gompaﬁy Ee. The Company Com-
manders of F and G were ordered to move thelr Companles fore
ward, This was ebout 1730 hours, and after & short forward
wovement by Companies F and G they were ordered to prepare an
all eround defense and remain there for the night. Company E
with the pletoons of F and & Companies at the antl-tank dltech
were to do the same thing. (Om the sttack across to the anti-
tenk ditch Company E had suffered only 2 casualties and had
captured 52 Germanas.) (15) |

During this time Company B, 40th Tenk Battelion withdrew

(15] Personal statement of Najor Dick von Schrilta recaiveﬁ'
19 January 1949
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to refuel and resupply thelr smmumition lcads., They were Jde-
tached from the Battalion, -
During the day the] forward observer parties with Companies
F and G had been lost. Compeny G's party had all become cas-
unalties, snd Company F's had lost its commmnlestlon equipment.
A member of Company F's observer party had returned to the
artillery to obtain some additlonal equipment. (16) Thig had
necessitated the riring of all artillery aince eérly in the

morning over the battalion's communicatlion and caused consider- L

sble deley in receiving of artillery snd issuing of instructions

to Companies.

Plans were made and orders issued for the defense of the
position for the night, Compeny F on the left to protect the
left flenk, Compeny G in the center and Compeny E on the right,
1 platoon of machine guns ettached to Company F and one platoon
attached to Cowmpany E. (17)

ITHE KIGHT OF 29-30 NOVEMBER

At 2130 hours orders 'were issued for the cecontinnation of
the attack the following morming. These plans were for Company
E to attack on the right end capture the right pillbox on "TOAD
HILL®, Company F to attack snd capture the left plllbox on
“POAD HILLY and protect Battallon's left flank, Company G to
continune the attack and cepture that ground lying between the
two pillboxes on "TOAD HILL". Time of atteck 0730 hours, 30
Hovember to be procesded by en artillery preparation of 1/2
hour, This order was given to the Compeny Commanders of Com=
pany E and Company H who happened to be in the Battalion C.P.

- (18] Pérsonal‘hoﬂedge
(17) Personal lmowledge




at the time the plana were being made. The Company Commender
of Compeny E was to deliver the order because he stated he
lmew exactly where the other Company C.P.'s were located on
the ground. He then returned to bis Company and lssued his
order for the next morning. While moving to Company F'a C.P.
he was ceptured. The radic operator he had with bim heard
the crder when lssued at Battalion and escaped capture and de-
livered the order to Compsnies E snd F. (18) |
.M:. about 2400 hours the night of 29 November a atﬁng-
counterattack wag launched against the right flank of the Bate
telion. This consisted of sn estimated 100 enemy infantry
supported by 5 tanks. This was repulsed mainly by heaﬁ con=-
centrations of srtillery fire. A short time later a counters
atteck was launched on the left of the Battalion at Company F
poaition from direction of the town of BEECK. This was made
entirely with infentry, and they succeeded in penetrating
Compeny F position and destroying one of its platoons. This
counterattack was stopped mainly by the machine gun ﬁlntoon of
Company H supporting Compsny F. The Battalion dldn't get much
reat the remainder of the night due to the harrassaing of the
enemy. Although no more counteratiacks were launched agﬁinst
the position, the eﬁeny continued to ennoy the Battalion by
moving single tanks with three or four infantry .up on the
flanks of the position and raking the trmﬁa with machine gun
and tank fire. On the Battalion's objective there were from
4 to 6 tanks delivering spasmodic fire on the position., Artile
lery fire was placed on these tanks from 8" howitsers but was
not effective in as much us the tanks would centinue to shift
T18) Personal knowliedge |
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their positions after firing s few rounds from thelr tanks.
(19)

The Antl-tank platoon.-had bheen orderod earlier in the even-
Ing to move on the position, but due to the condition of the
terrain were unable to get their guns near encugh to the posli-
tion to be of any value. The entire night was aspent ln an ate
tempt to get tenk destroyers and tenks attached to the Bat-
talion to be used on the position, but to no avail. Fortunate-
~ 1y for the Battelion, the Anti-tank ditch existed as this pre-
vented the cverrumning of thé position by the enemy armor.

ATMPACK 30 NOVEMBEER ON TOAD HILL (20)

At 0700 hours the morning of 30 November ﬁhe ertillery
began firing 60 toﬁa of ammunition on TOAD HILL end the draw |
to the left of TOAD HILL. At this tipe F and @ moved up to
the Anti-tenk ditch as the last volley, & round of white smoke
fell, and the Battelion Jumped off. They were lmmedlately met
with anali arms and mechine gun fire snd artillery. Very short-
1y 6 enemy tenks appeared on the objective sand delivered tank -
and machine gun fire on the Battalion. It was neceasary for -
the Eattalion to give up what little ground it had gained which
 was sbout 200 yards and fell back to the Anti-tenk ditch to
keep from getting cut up by the tanks., The enemy fire was so
intense that many of the men in tha Battalion were buried m
the Anti-tank ditch and communication trenches by the artillery
fire., It was estimated that 3 German batteries were firing on
the position,

During the night of 20-30 November the Reginont had ate-

TI9) Perscnal hwﬁdge
(20) Personal kmnowledge
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tached to it the 1lst Battalion, 334th Infantry whieh had
been moved .to PREMMEN and planned for it to be committed
through the 28 Battalion to cepture TOAD HILL 1f the 24
Battalion failed to capture its objective. The lst Bate '
talion, 334th Infantry in & colusn of companies moved up
threugh the ares which the 24 Battalion had attacked scross
the previcus day and was brought under hesvy artillery fire
from the time it reached SCHLACKEN HILL until it resched
the 24 Battallon position.

At 0950 hours 30 November, the lead Company of the lst
Battalion, 334th Infantry pessed through Company ¢ position
and was brought under intemse small arms snd direct tank
fire from the top of TOAD HILL and was stopped, this being
the extent of its advance for the day of 30 November,

The Battalion Commender of the 24 Battalion then pulle
ed Compeny @ back, moved it around the shoulder of the hill
which overlooked EEECK from the east in order to take the
left pillbox, This ilnvo was executed, but Company G upon -
resaching the high ground north of BEECK about 200 yards )
southwest of the left pillbox W DU‘ (A} "“ v

This was reported to Regiment, and Regiment ordered
the Battalion to remaim in its position for further orders
until the situation in EEECK was cleared up, (The attack
on EERCK at 1930 hours on 29 November by a Battaliom of
the 333& Infsntry had been unsuccessful. On the morning
of 30 November at 0700 hours this same battsalion had launch-
ed another attack on BEECK with 1ittle success.) (21)

(21) A~2, p. 68
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THE NIGHT OF S0 ROVEMEBER

The night of 350 Kovember and 1 December was spent in
re-supplying the Battellon. The troops were low on ratlions,
water snd emmunition, having received very little during
the previous two days, except some smmunition which they
had hand carried to their respective unlts, Rations, water
and amminition were moved ror'ai'd end s Battalion supply
point eatablished in the draw northwest of BEECK,

~ Occasional artillery fire and spasmodlc emall arms
fire was received on the position from the enemy during
the entire time which was of a harassing nature and caused
1ittle demage, '

THE THIRD DAY AND NIGHT OF THE ATTACK

The Battalion remained in its position throughout the
day, The only action which took place was a patrol from
Company G which worked 1ts way wp to the left pillbox and
found 1t empty but well defsnded by machine guns and rifle=
men from positlons near the pllibox,

(By the evening of 1 December the 1lst Battalion, 333d
Infentry with Troop ¢ of the 125th Cavalry had captured
the town of EBEECK. The way was now open to continﬁe the
attack on “TOAD HILL".) (22)

The Regimental Commander ordered the 2d Battalion Come
mander to attack the morning of 2 December and to capture
the Batt@lion objective., Upon capture, they were to support
the lst Battalion, 534th Infantry, by fire when they would
paas through tﬁe 24 Battallone

(22) A=2, pe 68
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The aight of 1 Deeeubo:_- waa relatively quiet on the Bate
talion Position except ro;L ;muioml round of mortar and
ertillery.

Orders were issued for the attack on the moming of 2nd

y [am.i".""

e

December. They were as follows: Compsnies E and G to con- { E "
timue attack in their zone and capture that portion of the \jj
Battalion objective and upon the capture of asaigned objece 3 "
tive be prepared to aﬂpnq\rt by fire the lst Battallon, 334th
Infantry when they paasﬁhrough their poaition. Company F to
support the attack of Compenies E and G from present posltion
and revert to Battalion reserve., Company H support attack with
one platoon machine guns in direct support of 'Goupanies E and
G respectively. Time of attack 08C0 hours pr%eedad by 10
minute artillery preparation on the objective., (23)

2 DECEMEER, 1949

At 0B0O hours Companies E snd G jumped out of their holes
and moved forward agaimst small arms end mortar snd srtillery
fire. Company @ was stopped. Company E soved on the double
through this fire and by 0820 hours had captured their por-
tion of the objective with very few casualties. (24)

To show the intensity of the artillery fire on this posi-
tion, 260 some odd rounds of all types of ertillery were fired
in the vicinity of the pillbox in Company E area's during &
four hour periocd. |

Company G after reorgenizing sgain pushed forward and by
noon had captured the pilibox in their area. |

At 1205 houre the 1lst Battalion pessed through the Bate

(23) Perascnal knowledge
(24) A-2, p. 69
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talion's position end continued the attack to LEIFFARTH which
1t ceptured by 1236 hours. (25) |

The 2nd Battalion was then pulled oul of the line and
takken to PALENBURG about § miles to the rear for a rest and
some hot food which the troops had nmot had for four days. (26)

To sum up the results of this battle:
The 2nd Battalion, 335th Infantry failed to capture its objec~-
tive the first day of the attack, 4ld #ucceed finally on the
fourth day. Viewed from a Division level the capture of this
plece of high ground gave observation into the towm of LEIFFARTH
and WURM and the highway rumning northeast to the ROER RIVER.
It also gave due to this observation a marked advantage to the |
Division for attack on LEIFFARTH and WURM which it later cap-
tured, |

Poasibly one of the most importaent features of this at=
tack was tIIIat it caused the enemy to commlt and keep engaged
troops which he could have used to eomtorattaei: the remalinder
of the Regiment which had captured the town of LINDEN on the
29th of Hovember, 1949, which was not finally secured until 1
December 1949 due to oon;;x;ﬁed coﬁnterattacka.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1., THE ATTACK

- In making a study of this operation, it 1s my opinion
that the attack of this Battalion should have been 1m¢hod
from a position northeast of GEREONSWEILER, this would have
placed the Battalion in a position thei'e it would have been

T28T A-2, pe 69
(26) A=4, pe 76
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ebls to hit the enemy's flank of his firat line of positions
on SCHLACKEN HILL once his line was penetrated as proven by
the ﬂm action of Company E,

S8ince the approach of the position was under obaervation
from the northwest portion of BEECE, 1t 1s my opinlon that the
attack of this town should have been made si.nmltaneous'lj with
that of the attack on “POAD HILL" to prevent the snemy from
being able to shift hié reserves snd concentrate his fires
against the 24 Battalion, '

Company E flank movement I béliave is an excellent exam-
ple of & committment of a reserve at the proper time to in-
fluence the cowrse of actlon. It 1s If_urthei' felt that 1f the
tanks hed been able o remain on the position snd support by
fire, Company E would have captured the right portion of the
Battalion objective the first day.

2+ FAILURE OF UNITS

(a) Upon the commitiment of the Battalion reserve, Com-
panies F and H did not press forward in the menner they should

have there by causing the Battalion to be echeloned to the left

rear, rendering it unable at the critical time when Compeny E

was moving to bring its maximum power sgainst the objeétive.
(v) The tanks stopping at the poimt which they did mere-

1y because of the loss of on§ tenk caunsed the httac_sk of Company

E to lose momentum. Also the rapld withdrawal of the tanks from

the ares when lmown enemy tanks were present made the situation
on the hillwvery sritical, ghougn the lack of anti-tank pro-

tection, the presence of the anti-tank ditch is only thing that
saved the Battalion from being overrun by enemy &I'mor.

18



(¢} The lspsé of time between the time of the loss of
forward observer's parties and the replacement of t'hon vas ei-
tirely too longkappmximtely eight houra, thereby not pere
mitting the Battaioﬁ to obtain the maximum efficiency of the
supporting artillery fire.

5. COMMUNICATIONS

In planning this operation sdequate attention was given
cbmniaation but the overlosd forced on it by the necessity
of using it to fire artillery mission, taxed it to 1ts maximum
and csused the commmication within the Battalion to be alowed

down considerably.
4. ENEMY FOSITIONS

(a) The enemy positions throughout the Battalion's zome
took full adventage of the natural defense of the terrain. The
positions on SCHLACKEN HILL enabled the enemy to obtaln good
grazing machine gun fire in front of his position. The deep
commmnication trenches snd connecting gun positions on TOAD
HILL permitted the enemy freedom of movement without being obe
served during the entire time of the attack. The terrain af-
forded the enemy obaervation over the entire route of advance
of the Battalion snd permitted him to adjust fires on the Bat-
telion during its attack of the poasition. The strength of the
enemy's defense on TOAD HILL waa due to the effective use of
the natural terrain asugmented by men made obstacles and the
maximum utilization of his fire power. |

The only mistake the enemy made in his defense was the
failure to protect his left, on SCHLACKEN HILL or have nn sde~
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quate warning system.
5+ COORDINATION

{(a) The coordination throughout this operation was poor,
mainly in the attack of the lst Battalion, 334th Infantry
through the position on the 2nd dsy of the attack. I bellieve
rather than trying to have this battelion push through the
2nd Battellon 1f a coordinsted effort had been made against
the position by both Battalions the position would have r%’uw‘
and one battalion could have been relieved and used some where
elae, |

(b) It should have been coordinated between the Bat-
talion Commander and the tank company that at least a portion
of the tank company would remain on the position to 'provido
some anti-tank proteotion. It is felt if this had been done
' the tenk company would not have been detached from the Bat-
talion so guickly.

6. SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

Due to the number of casualties during this operation
and the long litter haul casualties were held under fire on
the battle field for excessive periods.

7. SUPPOR? OF HIGHER HEADQUARTERS

It ie not felt that aufficient support iu given this
Battalion during its attack of its objective after the lst day,.
The regiment and division both knew that enemy armor was in
the area yet after the 20th of November, no friendly armor was
made avallable to the Battalion, resulting in the feot that
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vk .
everytime the Battalion attack until the 2nd December, enemy

.

armor asppeared on the objective and caused the Battalion to
drop back to the anti-tank ditch because of the lack of eny-
thing with which to fight the tenks.

It 4s true thet the anti-tank ditoh ocould have stopped ews
armor from or0ssing to the objective, but it 1s felt that with
some pick and shovel work or the lsying of ao:ia nﬁtariall _
across the anti-diteh at night our tenks could have crosaed.

If the tanks were atilll unable to oross at least they could
have supported the attacks by fire and cut down some of the
tenk fire the infantry was receiving each and every time it ate
tacked.,

LESSONS
E -

. 3l . .
1. Mutual supporting GE'.TN‘HW- should be aitacked
simultsneously so &s to prevent the enemy from shifting hils

reserves and supporting firea,
2+ Commanders at all echelons mmast be imbumed with idea

v e

of preaai.ng the attack at all times especially when an ap-

T

portunity presents itself to seize vital terraln.

w
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5. Replacement nrtillory observers mt be made read )
available to Infantry so that m.’mun use of m:.ilery fire
can be galined,

4. Tanks when attacu.ns w.tth mrmry tend to resulato

i, JpHE

the lpeed or attaek. Thorerore moy mt bo aggresaivo and

TSRS S W TR

not stopped ‘w :l.ntemttont mti-tank fire.
5. When enemy tenks are known to be in the a.ru, Infan-

try mt be protected m:: t‘nu by aeue ty'pe of anti-—tank

weapon, prefersbly the tank,
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6. The attack of Infantry ageinst positions defended

N LTI W L kb S

with ermor in open terrain is sure to fail,
etk W i o T s 104 ke b ] WA e e

e AL i . D e

7. The attack of units through unite, when the leading

EEET TR SR

unit is held up by well placed defensive fire, is a u.ate'er
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