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(Personal Experiences ¢f The Division Tommender‘s Aide-de ~Tamp)

TNTRCDUCTICN

The hastily dug end later comfortably imrroved foxholes were & luxury
to tie men of the 76tk Infentry Division efter the lonz ride in slow trains
end cpen trucks thirough snow covered nilles end the ice glezed roeds of
Frence, Pelgium end Luxembtourg. The blaniket of snow, marred in spote by
smell merkers denoting the precence of mine fields, trees notched end pre-
pered fer demelition, and lines of berbed wire sirung with boob:l})e traps
ell helped Imprers = new diviecion with the importence of its se;tor. It
wes here in the esctern secticen of Luxembourg thet the left wing of von
Pundstedt's drive hit end bounced. Now the cnce invineible Germen srmies
viere feet heing dectroyed 4o the north s=nd west where they hed hallooned
in the drive towsrd our vitel supplies in Liege and intwerp.

Cn 29 IsnuarJ 1945 the 76th Infentry Division tegen to relieve the
§7t: Infsntry Dilvision rlong its rector cf the Third Army front. This re-
lief wee corpleted vwhen the lagt 155 mm howitzer of tne Z64th BA Petielion
[wee iroleced st sbout 10GO hours ca 27 Jenuery., {1 (TThe repid chenges in
the situstion on the #1lied frcnt hed ceused the 76tk Division te be moved
from soutkern ¥ogland to Frence where it wes sssigned o Fifteenthk frmy.

Trom Tiftesnth Lrmy it wes eceipgred to Toird Army snd VIZI Corps Teserve

rnd meved tc the vieinity of Chemplon, Telgium./ Gther chenges in the Lmy

front ceuced the 76th Division to be eesigned to XII Zorpe, Third *rmy end

4 \moved o the Orand Dutchy cf Luxembcurg to relisve the 27th Tivielon, 211
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B enemy wnio scrmline

the 2lvigion's outposts the new, untried Alvisicn wes in

v 1yt ey it s - . ey 3 T, oy 4

2 ogulet seavoer,  The new men, not vei heaptized by fire, sed mbcubt their jeb
of snA the
I ct = eoidier, Tneze ren thoush new to conbet

weres not new to sgldiering,

eelives comfarirhls in

sen Auring the winter of 1944, This woeiosr

4 pEde the frdennes
winter offanslve so-cestiy to sur srmies 1o cssuelitizes fromw cold, trench foct,
=nd Treet Tite, wee mild copmersd with {he cub-zero vestler they h=d mrneu-

verT velore, 'MlMer the firvet Jey in the new zres ccue of the

Bettelicn, 417+h Tufsntry fovnd = aupily of Osipen blsnketo.

rperd to regulisticons 2pverdinz captured enepy reterisl these

Dlentete were cut into 2triys four or five inches in width and thrze Teet

reirtive insciivity, =ueh se sitting In forwsrd

werve cold snd dson ord Sl

vieces of clot?
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corhet bocte snd dsmp co¥ were reamcved, the pleces of Mlenket wrepped loosel;

srgund the feet rnd sunlles zpd tho cowversices pulled cn over the top. Thals

irprovised foot cerr kept the feet werm, 4ry end well-ventileted snd vir-

tuelly eliningted cesez of “roct bite end trench font. (5)

Fetrols were crgenized and the 213 lessoneg, we“l lesrned in treining,
sook begsn to peoy dividends. Cnow cemeuflege suils were improvised fronm
gheetes end other reteriels sveileble =2nd the squad lesders snd pistoon lend-
ers hegen Tor the first tire to lesd 4heir men in action.

nile the men of the bsattalion were zetting esettled others in the &iv-
igion ware zlso bu;ily enzeged. Raggege end T/L equipment bezen te ceteh up.
The necessities of cempaiszn were heing hrought inte position. Divieien M,

(5) Tersensl sxmerience.
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ilore torredas te remove wWire snd 2anti personnel mines and the smell arms

berdered by the “iegfried line snd mefe up of gensrslly rueged terrsin. Tor
an zttecker there wee the dizadvente-e of aross corridore formed hy rivers
floving generelly to the south into the lpselle. Tord nets were poor or noh-
existant erd the terrsin in between wes mede up of Lreoken hills snd ravines,
The damp, cold Fetrusry dewning mede it even more mieerstle., (7)

Hven in the ebsence of crders every men from tie Genersl on down lrew
thet thoce messive fortificetions were going to heve to ve smeshed and mushed
hekind when the Mmericens drove inte the Serman homelsnd. It was not going

to be ergy but it could be deone.

o

Tech men hrd out-smerted, out-flsnked, snd out-meneuvered similar pill-

by pr——

toxes in thke fortified sree of Cemp Neloy, Tisconsine. This time there would

!be enemy inside them tut there wonld he supporting fires to close the em-

:brasures, Plind spote, shell creters, sstehel cherges, pole cherges, benge- )

fire of their buddies, Thece suprorte in the hends of o determined Americen
soldisr could liek =ny pill tox. The men of the lcot Bettelion, 417tk Inf-
entry were those Jdetermined men. Cnce mechenics, clerks, lswyers, business
ren, fermers, now #11 scldiers of the 76th Infentry Division snd here to dosf

r iob. (8)

FREPARZTICH TR THE ATTACY

The 4th Infantry Divieion on the leTi of the 7éth wes relileved by ele-
mente of the 80th Infentry Divisioniﬁ%;fé&de—elipped south. {9) Rurers ag
to whet General Fstton wes zoing tc do ﬁext buzzed like summer insects from
netrols on the river line beck to division CP. FEvery man ¥xnew thet the

{6) Personsl experience; (7) #-2, p. 9; {8) Personsl experiemce; (9} 2-Z,
Pe 304.
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iens thet dioek the firest hedile cammeldties, (11

T % 2oy - 4 PR 4 o - Py o E
Uniwa were rolste? “requently elonz thre ferword slopee ¢f the beticiicn

- maere they could not heve

wrelive eomford of bLullii-
ings where thew nould %e fed Dot Food ond ellcowed 4o exercise their cremped
lege, The pletocne were succersful Tor the =ost f2vd in meving thedr zen

v g fhnr Arrls peeh ni

A e

'

ghrervetion poets end Aurir
the Germrn-ield erst henk of the Tiver. “cversl of there ware frequented
ky visitors from riment snd Divicicen. The men ubo ccoupled thece positicne
wers not hropy to =fa tvece vwicitors oo ther often expered thiemcelvers coming
up rnd ueuslly drew fire con the position. (12)

o~ -

rnd hettelicon rese zreez, “ight. Tecil Trevis, helowed

tided rreemen of the ¢ld 76tk hreehell derm, ond hile secccietes from the

“peciel Tervice ¢ffise wes sround deliverine conies of the coldlers mewsprrer

Tters end Tiripes, Tenk megezines, oendy, cigrrettes, coep, rrrzor bizdes end

ro forth. The speclel service men delivered the news cf the verld 2nd little

neceseitiss and merger luxuriss thet were svsilstle to the Mrericen soldier.

 +

"Fetter otill they brought newe frowm buddies in othker unite 2nid cerried blts

cof goreip 1i¥e 2n old meid 2t » tee perty. [13)

Cn 2-% Fehrusry 1945 the let Dattelion, 417th Infentry squeezed to the

ight inte She immediste wvicinity of Tehternech end the veteren 5th Infantxy

Tivieion meoved in hetweern the 417th znd the BC0ta Diviricn. (14) The men

2onld herdly ke conteined. This wes Teslly whet tley hed teen waiting for.
In the words of one squed lesder it looked lile the 76th wes going to hsve
te show everybody how to gt scrcss thet river,

Beek ir Luxemboure Jity ot Third Army Hesdquerters plene were helng mede.
The Commendinz Gensrel YIT Torps hed $elked over his plen with Jensrel Petton.

L

(11)(12) FPersonel experience; {(1Z) 2A-l, p. 55; (14) *-%, p. 724,
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f&;z:j The VIIT Corpes cn the nort: wee oloeing up the former bulze ead erst ci Tt.

N Tith the 07th, 4th rnd 90th Infrntr v Divicions were sttacking the Sicufried

k,
s
.uf&-g lire. Cn 7 Pebruary the Zorpe commenders of the Third Army met with the ‘rmy

¢ e
LAV — ) .
w7 07 Comiender znd es e result of the conference the WII Torps wes directed to

i etteek the night of 6-7 Februery, (L8] The YIT dorps TG 14 directed the

of 7T 437, conglshing of the 417%h Infentry, 20lst FP Betialion,

40lst Tagineer Batielicn, =nd Zompony 2, F0L1st dedlicel Dettelion,

Divicicn for the slteok, 070100 Februesry., The 160th “oglinser

Et-ldecm of the 11074 Tnginecer Jompet Group wes to sdppert She cpero-

tion by Terrying the lecdine ealements ~f the divieicon noross the river 1
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in the eres ppd Trom divest Tirve freon pill ho¥oe In tlhe
rhern hend in the river, offcrded the ernsmy (e-
e eatire river Benl, This emell flet plezin sxtended
ag o virtusl escarpment to the nelakd of nboﬁt
450 Pgwever to the rizht ceuld be seen gmsll
treile snd p Crew which the meps end serisl phetes showed ren towid and
smet ints fthe Lise. Theee {reils hed shown ene of nes from time to time
and it wes telieved thet s prth eristed through the nines
On the night of 5 Februsry = Jorpe friillery 153 mm Long Tom end two
tewl dostroyers of the B08ta TD Nettzlion were secretly hidden In tha toun

of Echternechs, The 180th Fxgineere sleo hid forty

werd edze of the town, Tverycne wes on bie fteer.
dircipline -rere enforesd snd the eperny, slusys gquic

wee sppeTently uneviere of whet wre
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In “leoked out awdes room of

the edre of Rehier

herdly twe miies from
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Rettelion, 24 d, Regimentel staff, 9Cst WA

nech +the Stg:

Patta

zzaeult in the for-

gerictest lisht snd noise
alr te firve in s round cr
s elong his frent, (21}

lien I st Leuterbern,

e

iy Ou

o

e

ffice of the 1st

lion Tommander, EIngineer

dempeny Sommender, TD Somrznder, the Division Commender snd 2ide spd cthers
grthered afier deTh tn ren he Gegimentel field order., The lot Bsatielion
(18) mel, . 74; {(20) Tye witness; (2] £-1, p. 75.
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i s Ll directed to leed the stteck, crose the Ssuer, neutralize oniy those pill

Lo

Tasy

, crossing site snd cceupy the high ground to the esst. The 3rd HBattslion,

hoxes in its zone, snd securs the high ground overlccking the eroesing site.

The 2nd RBettelion wes to clerr the pill boxes on the right, flanking the

.}xibrﬁb# following the 2nd wes to pess between the lst end 2nd on Regimentai order

” raf - Heawiim o
) y‘b end sieze the high ground west of Menningen. {22) (See Map B) .~
cet
ﬂﬁ' The re were very few nussticns esked, These lesders, few of whom had
L~~ - '

been in comhet hefore, knew they were on the spot s=nd hed & biz job to do.
"l-.

ByaTy men wnew that he wes being watched by everyone Trom the Supreme Cowi
mender down to hisg friend on the risht end left. ¥esking the crossing to
the wert wers two vetersn divisions, the 5th and 80th, ZRoth these divislons
hed crosced rivers before, meybe nct 1ike this ome but they ned successfully
mede sssgault crossings egeinst the Germen defender., Here wes a psychologicel
feoztor. £~ new unit wes being given o chsnce to prove they hed the courage,
stemine, oné know-how by pulling their psrt of the loed in e Corpe 2nd en
rrmy thet the whole werld knew for sgprecgive snd brillient attacks. It wee
with thie in mind thet the officers returned tc their units =nd set the
whezis in motion to ecerry cut the plan.

Tew if eny of the men slept much the unight of §-6 Fehruery. Eech tolked
over the coming oreration with nisz buddiee. The oléd teems thet hed treained .
torether were being given a littie sﬁull vrectice by thelr lesders. The
%6th Divieien wee indeed fortunrte st thie tire to heve so meny men whe hed

' treined tozether. Wost of the non-comwnissicned cfficers hed heen with the

divieisn =nd elthouzh the meny cedres snd replscements hed decimsted the
rerke of infeontrymen the new ren who ceme to teke their plece hed been with
the unit long encugh to become femilierr with the tectice teugit from the
hasic field menusls in the hends of experienced nNcon CoOME.

The orereticn beginsing on the following night would embrece thiee sep-

(22} Terceonel experience,

11




erete end difficuwit opers=tions. Firet 2 nisht attackif e sbility of
squed snd plrtocn lesders wouwld be put to the =21id test to move their men
in the derk of the night end meintein contrel, muffle r11 noise end prevent
the enemy from knowing thet eny unususl movement wes tekihg plece. Hach
lerder wondered how he would resct under Tire end whether or not his men
weiuld follow big commends #nd stend thelr ground when thev enccountered for
the filret tire the terrific fire of s£ll types of weemeone thet they knew would
greet them == soon g thelr presence weg detected hy the defeniers in the
“legfried line. 20y movement st Tect ie difficult at night over unfemilier
ground, Thig edvence wonid lesd down nerrow, ruhble-strewn streets of the

town of Tehternach, esnellzing 211 szetion snd sliowing little or nc freedom

" of meneuver 12 their precence wre detected and the famous 88'€)mcrtargjand

artillery heoen to descend.

If everything went well end +he trcops were ehle to resch the banks of
the river without detection there wes & berricede of reilrced ties elong
he reilrord slmost to the wrtere edpge. The next big problem wouid be thg

arossing of a flood crzzed river filled to overfiowing with fthe ey water

-

b

of tre melting enow, Of the Torty seceuit bosts the 150th Engineers would
heve in Behternach Compesny ! wes ecelened sixteen snd Compeny 3 sixteen,
fompeny 7 would use the remeining eipght for the first weve snd the remeinder
of Compeny O, Bettelion Teedquerters groun ond Compeny D would uce the boste
thet returned to get coross. {2%) Fach compeny orgenized bost teems of

twelve to sixteen men. Tech man uns briefed s to the terrrin on the opporite

kside of the river, posrible locetion of mine fields »nd lmown pill boxes.
The men were ctripped of extre equipment, exemined for retiiing equipment
end senerelly stripped for sction. e mother wee ever more carzful in pre-
pering her child for his first dey et schecl then the equed leeders end
pletoon leeders vere in getting thelr men resdy for the operstion. IHeormel

(27) A-1, ©. 76.
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Lery sunpismanted thle fire with the 277rd TA Zeitsalien’s 105%s end the 247

t-ireh supc, (28 tloag dbe Taurw e Tennon Jonpsny's
joapeny Te U7 orunoand bhe guns thet

up the sutonetic wmepons morters of e Lyt 08
ZhA:Y Tofentyy would 1oy Lesvy flrve rlenpz dte front,

e, BT
COLE 21 .pJ.l-

to wroyent the d=lfend-

3

oz tre enovwy, ool therefore Arrw come of bis trcops sweoy frem the sohunl eross-

-
) Thont OPNCL3 Menruery guides from the 1504h Tngineers epperved sund led
the hoet srourne +4 the houts, lovipg guistly »nd sleowly Zcenpenies A end o
werc sple 4o renah the river undstected. COpposite o hivle 1w the cross tie

srrinede shet hed Teen evectzd slong the reilroesd the troops rg?ched tie
river bemk, The risin: #lood hed cut sw-y thre tank enl there wae =2 drop of
rlnest four Fect Aown te the wnier, Uxercieinry sll cfre poreible the wen
-

lcweresd the horte snd choved o°f for the opposite shovs. The current

tie sgueTe unwml

o

aluing otesdy them Tor the lrunching., Until tols time the eneny hed heen
giiet wut clmest #5 cn £ presrranssd cignel he opensd up sichg the entire

river front. Vorbers, ertiliery, mechine guns, 20 mm snti sirereft gune wngd

emnll orms Lagen to cover ite esree with rmurdesrous fives The celm wordc of
the lerders helped stendy the men =nd the first weve wes under wey. limed-
istely sfter Tompeny B wee leumnahed Oompeny M sterted cut with ites bonte,
this time tie enemy fire wes not directed et the lpunehing =ite. About
half way across, bzttling the twelve mile current in s herculean effert to
keep streisht, the little flotills uss os ught under the snemy's [leres, In

{25) A-1, pe. 78; {27} Personsl ¥nowledse.
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e mrtter of seconds the boets Leosme o mesg of flyving splinters end writhing

hodies ne the ﬁechine guns found their mark cnd the morters hegen tc detonste
on the weter and In et lercd cne osee within ere ¢f the bests. Boats were
Litorelly blseted ocut from under the men, others srreng leeks, chipped weter
snd gznk. “ome of the scidiers lest their peddles end dheir besta swung
nresd-rife to the curvent snd were suernt down stresm or sunk under the shift-
Ing lsed, Yen spilled into the ilcy wetere, Tue gocd swimmers struck out for

the enemy shore determined to resch their gosl, Ctherg prused 4c helip thelir

buddies who were lessz expert swimmers or haod been wonnded by Tirm or stunned
by the swirline voste snd ficcting delris. To en obhserver woteking the zction
it eeemed imposeibls thet snyone could he slive out thers. & few of the

boete mrde the for shore »nd others were swept into the frr shore where they
were loct from view by = Yend in the river, (28}

Le the few remeining Losts vesched the frr chers the infsntrymen hestily
unleeded and left the unfortunste sangineers to sttempt to peddle beck. TFnough

cennot be eceid for the prir detsrminetion snd gelisntry of these englncers

who ritempted ic regszin the friendily shere with their boete in corder to trke
more troops scross.  Sowe of these heets @1d get beek end due to the supericr
discipline of the men end excellent lesdershiy of the oflicers end non-com-

mirsioned officers wore trcoms Jumped off Inteo the fire in en =ffcrt 4o rTesch

Judv

their unites #nd friends whom they knew would be zeeding the® on the frr gide,

Cn the ensmy shore, men who hed heen gwept down stream bul had regeined
the shore hepen 4o work their wey up to the pre-arrenged =mosembly sarea,
Fmost 28 o mepnet drevie metel Tilinge they ceme hy twos »nd thyress end en
geceeionel cingle men sppesred from cut of the nisht., It wes not so derk now.
toroes the river in Fehternech the Jermen sriillery hind set some fires, light-
ing the lesunching site, =nd the Pfleshes of hursting shells seemed to light up
the presn, The reorgzsnizetion begen to ta¥e chepe end » guick Mesd count chowed

Comupeny F swith Pifty-six snlisted rmen snd three officers end Compeny T with

(22) Feraonel experience.
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Tiffy-two enlisted men 2nd twe officers, There wers others who k&4 been
wounded snd remeined unccompleining in the cere of & medic 2t the hece of the
nill, Compenies * and T fell into £ rrgged column end bescen their move to-

werd their objective which seemed to rise ot imposcible heighte shove their

hendg, Luck wee with these comprnies eg they ressed throueh s heevily mined

sres without ¢ efoueldy.  Compeny 2 meved to the left end reduced seversl pill
boxes, slong the escrrpment, thet were firing bilindly end ineffectivsly into

the night, OZompeny & protecied Trom the 2ill wox fire but surroundad ty

F

nigh engle fire stsrted streisht up the escsriment dregeing themselves up on

A
e

their hends end ¥nees, Theyv ccneentrsted cn finding the treils ueed by the
Germans in moving throngh the rrer end by the light of the burning buildings
sorors the rivery snd f$he hursting shells they 2lewed their wey up through
the trick mud, clutchine wocks #nd shrubs as they vent. {29)

Fy this time our cun srtillery snd surperting wespens nesr Tcehisrnech
23 Pegun to pound the sres, The grournd shook snd even the weter 1n the
river seemed to slosh end hoil s11 the more, The 201st T Betitnlion slone
fired 2,214 rounds. {20} Due teo the light from the burning fires end the
flares the enemy sent up it wes imposeible for the remeinder of Zompeny o,
Béttelion Hesdquerters Orcup and Compeny D to cross. Scmewhere to the north-
west thé 5th end S20th Divisicns were =lso engrzed in trying to crose in their

sectors. As deylight begsn to turr the scene = dirty wet grey, Compeny O less

ts wespons platoon meneped to pet ecross in the remeining boets under direct

[N

observetion #2nd intence enemy fire., Aleo with the coming light Compeny D of
the ©1let Chemicel Morter Rettelion from positione =t Tchternech trisd une-
successfully to smoke the shore but the switching winde mede = smcke ccreen
imposeible to meintein. TUp stresm s few hundred yerds the 8lst Chemieal Jom-
peny (9G) hed e pletocn of smoke gzeneretors snd were meking = vein effort in
fece of the enemy to ecreen the cperstion from direct observetion. In the
fece of the emery, with very little protection from the smoke, elements of the

(29} -1, p. 78; {30} A-1, p. 78.
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160th Engineers tried unsuccesgfully to construct s foot tridse. The

sweeping eurrent snepred the first two cehles thet were wrestled scroes the
river, QCn the third sttempt the cne remsining bost in the ares wee sunk

while stterpting toc get sncther esble seross. Undeunted the mern begen coh-
strueticn of the foot bridge pesrsllel teo the ehore with the ides of swinging
the upper end eerecess thne river on the current. This bridge wee elmest in
plece when the center ezgzed =nd the hopes went cut of the men es their nridge
wrich hed eglrerdy cost the lives of meny cof their comrsdes went dewn the river
in e slashing, twisting meze. (31}

Advsneing rpeingt hesvy resistence from entrenched wen, morter fire and

.pill boxes Tompeny P wes still workine ite wey un & smell draw through the

errly merning mist 2nd rein towerd its objective. Cn their right Compeny 2
hed sueceeded in.reaching the top of the escsrpment ond execept frbm he ing

deczd tired from pulling =nd hsuling themselves hend over hend up through the
mud the men fourd themselves in e relsative sefe nosition on their objective.
Ry 071000 bot: companies were well dug in on their objectives snd the feel-
ing of success wre running high, To the risght 5taff “ergeent John Shepherd

had gethered ¢ few men of Zompeny o ond his own Comeeny T oand wes yprotecting
& ¥ !

the bettslion left fisnk, {BE)V Throughout the day the enermy ccontinued to
shell this temrcious group who held orn like # bull dog with & grip on the
house hreskerts leg., During the dey there were nine strong counterattecke ell
rerten off without loss of ground. (337)

2t epproximetely 1555 hours the hesviest counteratteck hit. This atteck
was mede up of e streng enemy force snd amccompenied by three tenks., In the
words of “gt. Charles ©mith, "PFC Lyle Corcorsn wes the only bezocks men
with usg 8% the time. when the lend tonk turned sidewsys about twenty yrrds
from us, he 1ét it have two blests. Tire hroke out ond the tsnk went beck

down the roed. I think the men inside hurned to desth,®™ The second tenk

(%) Tye witnese; (22) A-1, p. 80; (3%3) Fersonel experience.
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continuesd to come on firing its mechine guns., Mounted on this one were sbout
seven Germen soldlers. One of the men upon seeing it over run the fox hole
of his buddy jumped out of his %cle end charsed the tenk with his pistol.,

He wee immedistely killed. This tznk however heceme stuck in +he mud gnd

the riding infantry cesttered., TFefore the crew coulAd get out Sgzt, Smith

end IFT Den=14 E. ?Pllndashed cut sand threw grensdes inside the turret. The
crew were k¥illed. The third tenk withdrew but only ~fter fourteen of the
accompenying enemy hed been killed. No ground wes lost. (%4)

In the meesntime in the town of Fchternsch meny sctivities were under
wey. The engineers hsd brought up more boets. This time there were eight
storm boerts with fifty-five horse power motors end six msgeult bosts with
twenty-two horsepoweTr motors. The regimentel commender sltered his plans
end decided to commit the 2nd BRettslion to support the lst Maving
such 2 tough time ond fest running cut of supplies. One of the storm boats
snd four of the mssault homts were lest es the engineers tried-to prepare
them for the new crossing. &t 2030 Company G started ascross under the en-
fileding fire from the vicinity of Echternecherbruck epd the morter end ar-
tillery fire directed from the remsining pill boxes over looking the river,
About midnight three pletoons of Ceompeny G snd ¢ hesvyy mechine gun pletocn
from Compeny H hed succeaded in reeching the far shore. 4gsin the boats
were lost., Only one powsT bort remeined operstionel, (35)

Nowhere on the C;rps front had the Corps engineers been successful in
bridging the swollen stresm. Four times during the night c¢ebles had been
successfully strung seross the streem to =nchor a bridge. Two of these were
swept eway by boets and debris flosting down from sbove end thé other two
were sneypped as men in the crreening boste cluiched et them in en effort to
rull themselver ecross the river. Following the exsmple of their comrades
and determined to do just &s well edditlonsl men of the Znd Zrittalion atiemp-
ted again to cross in eighteen naw boets thet had just arrived. Twelve of

(34) a-1, p. 80; (35) A-1, p. 8l.
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these creft, each cerrying fifteen wen resched the fer shore, only one cams
beck. (36) More borts errived st 0630 and the remeinder of Compeny D and
the lst Battelion commend group pushed off, The boast contesining the morters
of Company D wre sunk end the morters lost. 2An sct of persconel coursge by
the Bettelion Commender ot thiz time helped inspire his men end encoursge
them tc do their best., The boet in which Lt., Colonel Mette weos riding cep-
glzed & short dlstasnce from thef¥esr cshore. Colonel Nette did not return
to the resr shore but swem the one hundred or more feet of swif't ccld water
to ke on the enemy shore with his men. Ieny cther men seeing his exemple
followed sult. In the comparetive safety of the escrrpment the Zettelion
Commender organized the two batitslions' scettered elemente snd begsn his
struggie up the rmuddy, preclpitcus hill to reinforce his trocps who were gtill
holding out. {37) s |

The belesgered troops were sorely in need of suppliss. Cspiein Huston
0. Deen, Munitions officer of the 417th Infantry requected permirsion to fly
over the sree and Arop food, emmunition, and medicel supplies to the zen,
The divicion commender spproved this requect snd the diviesion srtillery pilote
volunteered to fly him over. This suprly by eir wee e new ides in the regi-
ment snd es the peckeges were meade up,-the excited supply officer decided 0
send pver the river on » food run ceeses of grepefrult juice. lNeedless to sey

thie wes net evnroved end the nackeges were mede up of more nourishing items.

In »dditior blood plesmes, bandages s=nd = 70R 300 redio were successfully
e ——————

droposd from the Lisison plomes. (36)

solonel #lrert 3. Lieber, Jr., Deputy Chief of Steff of the YI1 Sorps
wrote: "™The sction o the 417th Infentry, 76th Divielon, wes remerkeble.
The green division hed jeined the Corpe in Jsnuary snd had gotten its ball
enrtridge maneuvers in holding the defensive front siong the lower Scuer-
Voselle, It wre necessary to ure & regiment of tnis divielon in the 7 Teb-

>t ]

. 82; {37) Personsi experience; (38) rersonel Experience.
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ruery etisck in order to obtein the drsired density slong the stteck front,
so the 417th Infentry was stteched to the 3th Division for the crossing. Ve
estimeted thet the hest weoy te clear the Line in front of the 75th Division
wes to penetrete end take it in reverse, sweeping frem the west to esst,

Then ceme the sttacl end the 'green' 417tk found e wey through s drsw up the
precipitons cenyon wells end peneireted over 1,000 yeards - ferther thsn sny
of the battalions of the experienced 5th snd 80th DivicicnSes.seses.q. Honths

leter, when I wre ©/9 YXIII Jorps, ve were still Tinding their bodles, renged

=y

sround the pill noxes they crpbured, =nd fregquently with the offizer or NOC
lesder nesrest the embresure.” (39)

The foregoing sction sg described by Colonel Liehe? was poscible heceuse
“of the gocd leedership, thorough treining, and rizid discipline by which e
unit pgeins confidence in iteelf end eech men knows thet he 1s in e good or-
genlzetion thet cen 4o things properly. 2t ong_stage of the hattle, the =
etteck wes legoing in s certaiE_EE?QﬁF?}threﬂteniné‘%ﬂéwaévaﬁéééfffhe -
ertire hottalicn. The Fettelion -3 who hed been sn instructor during trein-
ing in stteck on pill troxes weg with the corpeny endesvoring to induce 1t
to edvence. The Compeny Jomwender wes new ond hed suffered heevy lossas.
Tos Dettelion -3 essked for volunteers among men he kuew and, efter button-
ing up & neerby vill box with machine gun fire, he proceeded to stege before
the entire compsny whet he ¢elled e "Benning Demonstretion™ end captured
the pill tox with eight prisorers. This auﬂécious Bit of leadership resulted
in e new gpirit in the compeny which cnrfied it to success.

©o f=r the fauer river hed defested ell sttempts by the Corps engineers
to construct & bridge. The Sompeny Commender of Cbmpsny 7, 30lst Enginsers,
whose'men had wofked pnd treined with the 417th Infantry begeed permiscicn
to sllow hir compeny to ettempt %o bridge the etreem end resch their friends
on +the oprosite cide who brdly needed Wngineer support in fignting the pill

5) Ferscnel Txperienze.

i

(29) 2-%, p. 320, |



boxes. Plee esoroge the rivsr Were meny wounded who needsd eveasustion but
were teling ousrded =znd protected %y the medice of ZTompeny C, 301st Mediesl
Petiezlion. Cnly the mest seriously wovnded hed been returned to thie side.
This permission wee granted end the company set ehout their job. ineh
cebles were remcved from the 24 ton trmeks in the sres. ‘nchors were im-
proviced from ecrap setel, two for szeh boet. Under the protecticn of the
smcke, which wes covering the srese ot this time due to the nbeting of the
wind, the tridge begen to tekxe form. BRefore the fer chere hed been resched
bowever peris of e similer sfructure being counstructed up stresm raced dovm
end broke it. The heavy snclors snd the improvissd cable held however and
the following night, 9-10 Februrry sfter more then ten nours of herd lebor,
the firet men of the 417th Infentry merched scross the river, {41)

Cupplies hegsn to roll zcross tie river in'numbers.f\mhese were durped,
protected except from very sccurszie high cogle fire,rin the drew lesding up
to the let Zettemlione pesition. It became S0T for every men coming forwerd,
Cenerel rnd soldler slike 4o corry wster, fool, or amrmmition up the slippery
hili. Jasuelties oould be evacusted to the eid ststion in Tehiernseh snd on
to the repr. With the support of the rest of the regiment snd the supplies
coming in the lst FBettelion continued to sdvence swinging esst end mopping
up the piil bexes slonz the north shore of the Tauer sand firkting this time
throuvgh the “iegfried line from the bzck side. Thic eree was spprepristely
nicknemed "Ret'e nestM. Migures ahigwed en sverange of ons pill bhoX to every
forty vards. Tach pill box hed ite trenches, gun ?oeitiene, wire ond nines

leley =nd cruse cnsusitiesn. {42] Throuchout this sntire crercticn the

%
-

to

I,
o

sttookers were slways under direct chuerveticn snd chrerved oriillery ~nd

vorter Iire from positicms on the higher greund to the north of dvhem. {fee
s B3 3]

o\ - - —_ . _ = - ; - ET - 1
Y} On 11 Tensuery contrel of the 417tk pesced back te the THth Division. {47

e hnd

. N s R L7 & e . ) T . .. 4 .
‘The termes were 2lia¥%ing by this time, Tech Dsn miew Lle joh,

zonfidenee in hie lesoders, hie compenions snd Zimeelf,  2ltnoush the edvences
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=pivetion oubdid the vetersn

2 were orly l.irited sroce where ths river could be orossel due to

ond epurenches from cur eide,

ever snr~r1ve 1u thu etteak
e *

ted owing to the derlimess ¢ tue nizht 2nd by the enforcenent of

e [ , . - . . .
; S50 the strictest 1ig0f and sound diseivlime. ‘e s matter of feoh, light ond
% Y
L
>“V& ~ oot A i’pn'\. g .. + R Iops IE T o - ~ xa A - T
e sound diceipline wae not 41ffioult Yo enfuree.  The men peeded only teo be
T
&
reninded of the necegaity for it snd it wes snperont to =11,
Mo oinzident of perscnsl coursge on the nerd «f a lesder cceourved uhen
e s . L :
S the Batirliorn Commenlerts bhost pepsized shout twenty-five feet Trom the tenr
L
ghore, The Betielicn Commander 214 not return o the nesr shore hut ewem
the Yundrsd or more feet roross Iz order to ke on the gide of the gtream where
B

his wen were snzeging the enery. Cn the wey, he scved two men from drowning,

4

Witer this episode, whiech spresd guiskly through the renks of the betitelion,
the Bettelion Comzender could Ao mo wreng in theleyes of Lie mexn.

In the cege of Lirison piere supply, o betile ezcited supply officer de-
cifed to =end over the river on » Focd run csses of cenned prenefrult julce.,
Tie men needed Tood, not refresivent. Pesides, grepefruid julee weuld got
have heen rypetizing in freewing Fehrwry werther, and its gresnt weight pre-
cluded eny quentity “elng shipred. ’ppropriste loeds must e plemmed care-
fully to get the meximum névantspe from the limited spece availsble,

The ten to twelve mile pey hour surrent of the flooded strean deferted

® Corps Pogineer trcope in getting = Toot bridee over errly 1n t e opers-

ﬂ@ﬁf‘ tion. The cerble snopped end debyis from upstresm ecarried the hozts ewey.
The Tngineer Zompeny of the Divieion Fnglncers thet aormelly supported this
s orgenizetion pled for sn opportunity to plece a bridge nreross. They impro-

vised e cehle by removing the winch cebles from 27 ton trucks »nd improviged

[y}
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suiteble enchors, tuwo er boet. They set a2bout with grir determinetior
under heesvy mechine gun end srtillery fire end put a bridge acrore for their

buddies with whom they hed trained.

L¥asCrs

“ore of the lesgone lesrned in thiz cperstion weie:
1, F owell treined, well disciplined, snd weil led ocutfit hss deter-

mlnatiqn rnd confidence in iteelf, It eon ri

2]

e to greet helghic.

2+ Tven though sn ares for atteck is limited, the element of surprice

cen be eff

D

cted by selenting the prorer time for atteclk end by enforeing
sroper diefcipiine.

. Ht crisess in battle, officers must sssume respensibiiity znd risks

Lad

end must inspire thelr men by =s2te of perscnel coursze and dering.

4, Tisisom plenes were effective in felivering limited supplies %o
iscleted units before thé streem wrg bridgzed. However, en nlert Commender
mu=t superviee snd check ell non SOF opereticne.

5, “hanever poesible, unites thet normelly *rein together and know esch
other end hsve confidence in esch other chould surport each cther in battle,
It is en lmerican cherﬂctgristic tc never 1et e buddy dowm.

. The zetion of this brtislicn preved thet men-made obstacles can be
cvercome by e uell treinad, well dicciplined, well led ettacker,

7. Cutotending sucecees in the firét'engﬁgement with the enery proved

ocur tectical doctrine 4o he gound #nd our training metheds carrect,
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