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THE QPERATIONS OF THE lst PLATOCN, COMPANY I,
507TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY, (B82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION)
AT THE FORCING OF THE MERDERET RIVER CAUSEWAY AT
LAFIERE, FRAVCE, 9 JUNE 1944.

(NORMANDY CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of & Platoon Leader)

- INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operation of the 1st Platoon, Company I,
507th Parachute Infantry, 82nd-Airborne Division, at the foreing of the
Merderet River Causeway at LeFiere, France, 9 June 1944, during the
Normandy Cempaign.

Operation Overlord, the over-all plan for the aséinlt of Burope
envisioned simultaneous landings of United States Forces on two beaches
on. D-Day, 6 Juhe 1944, These asé;dlt landings by United States ground
forces were to be preceeded by zirborne landings, by the United States
101st and 82nd Airborne Divisions, further inland behind the cogstal
defenses during the night of 5 - 8 June 1944. The general mission of the
combined assualt forces was "To seize a lodgement area on the continent
from which further operations could be conducted.” The mission of the
airborne troops wis to.block the movement of German mobile reserves
against the ground asseelt forces landing on the beaches and attack the
coastal defenses from the rear. The airborne phase of the invasion will
be referred to as "Operation Neptune." (See Map €) (1)

TRAINING PHASE

To insure success in the conduct of a night sirborne operaticn,'
traiﬁing is of paramount importance., Reorgeanization of their units, after
landing, is the immediate faétor of eoncern to'all commanders. Parachute
jumps were vpractised and ell Pathfinder aids were used to familiarize the
men with night assembly vroecedure, Small unit training was emphasized
and squads taught the technique of fighting &s separate teams until such
time as thev would become a part of the main force. Large scale rehsarsals
then took place on terrain similar to the area to be invaded. War gemes
were held on soaled sand tables for all units down to and inc}uding'the

" sguads of every outfit, until every man lknew not only his own mission but

that of his probable meighbors in combat .

(1) A"’l, pc 12



EQUTPMENT

All luxury items of equipment were discarded., The greatest danger
to sirborne troops was tanks; each paratrooper was issued a Gammon grenade,
made of composition #2, powerful enough to bloW'the'tracéiaa-off a tank,
and effectife against prepared positions. M 7 mines were carried by
individuals end bazookas were distritbuted throughout the flight to insure
that plane loeds landing in areas remote from the prescribed drop zone
would be properly equipred for combat. Individuals were issued impregneted
clothing to protect thém from gas attack. (2)

INTELLIGENCE

Intelligence on both sides was of a superior quality.

On 15 April 1944, The German Command oublished an excellent handbook
entitled "What Every Soldier Should Know About Airborne Troops." The
German 242rd Division, with which the 82nd Airborne Division was closely
opnosed in its first fighting, published & memorandum-on 1 May 1944, which
discussed alrborne attacks, and followed with another memorandum on 15 May
1944 outlining tacties which should be emploved in desling with ssswalting
airborne troops.

German smoall unit commanders were improvising and utilizing evefy
anti-airborne mesns nossible. OQf these, the hest liked by them was
"Asparsgus," or "Rémmelépargel," named for the Germen Commander in the
West. This device consisted of noles ebout six inches in diameter,
eight feet long, nlaced about seventv-five feet avart at an aprroximate
ldepth of two feet into the ground, These were then connected by strands

of barbed wire running in a1l directions and booby-trapred with srtillery
shells and minés. Nat content with passive measures of defense, the
enemy srepared »ositions which were comnected by narrow trenches so that
guns could be brousht to bear on all likely landing areas, Artillery

and mortar crews hed nrerared fire dats which emahled them to lay

coneentrations on &)1 likelv dron snd landinc zones. (%)

(2) A=1, p. 125 (3) A-1, n. 14



In mid-Mav, the Germans moved the 9lst Infantry Division into the
Cherboure Peninsula to set o= reinforcements azfinst possible eirborne
landings. To complicate matters further, on the nisht of our lending --

& - Atk June 1944, the fermsns wefe*manning all anti-sirborne installations
and,'in one localityr, were conduecting & realistic field exercise apeinst
airborne lendinecs. (4)

Our own intellirence remnorts nleced the German 9lst Infantry
Division in our provosed landing aress, necessitatiﬁétgﬂe drop-zones ¥
be moved arrroximately ten miles to the E&st; This ceused little change
in the over-all plan of the units. (%)

4t the devarture airdrome, avery precautién was taken to vrevent the
enemy from aequiring kmowledge of the landing areas, time of drop, and
mission of the unit. Bsrbed wire surrounded the marshalling area which
was constantly patrolled, and the entrances to the enclosure were hesvily
ruarded,

From.our‘study of merial nhotos of the Merderet Fiver, it appeared to
be & narrow stresm running clearly through a well defined trench, and the

meedows on both sides being reasonably dry and flat, Actually, however,
this area had been uncer wate; for nearly s vear, was 8s deep as a man's
chest, and at LaFiere which was the river crossing, it was annroximately
six hundred fifty vards from shore to shore. Detailsd study of the most
‘recent air photographs of this terrain, taken & few days prior to the
invasion, failed to revealrthe marsh. Whether this was due to the weeds
and grass growing above the surface of the water is not known. (6)

The flieht time from the west to the east coast of the Cherbourg
Peninsule,-along the route to be follpwed, was twelve minutes. The time
of the flight from the west coast to the Drop Zone was seven and one-half

minutes.

(4) 4-1, p. 10 and 13;  (5) A-1, p. 143 (8) A-2, p. 1,2,3;



TERRATN

The fields of Normendy are small, surrounded by rows of trees and
high brushy hedges, around the bases of which earth has been heaned up
through the years forming earth parapets from three to ten feet thick, and
from three to four feet above ground level. (7)

The terrain analysis of the are2 in which this aoction tekes place
shows it to be of a most irreéular nature, From the railroed, westward,
it rolls gently for a few hundred yards, then falls sharply to the
Merderet River, This is true of a triangle of land bounded by the rail-
road and the two highways leading into the Manoir de LaFiere; it is also
true of the ground bordering both sides of the main road leading down to
the river. The ground to the immediate south and east of the Manoir is
partly truck garden, partly pasture, and partly orcherd. 4 side road,
cutting in through the Manoir, is bounded on the north by several large
knolls, eriss-crossed by hedge~-rows, and on the south by n series of
rathér large.mounds, shaped not unlike the Indian "kitchen middens" of the
United States. The area around the Manoir was strongly compartmented
with high, box-like, hedge=rows over-run with thorn bushes, limiting
observation and venetration. The Manoir de LaFiere itself was a four
story house ocomnected to barns by a stone wall about‘six feet in height.
The walls of the building were from three to four feet in thickmess. (8)

SITUATION FROM 6TE THRU BTH JUNE 1944

The 82nd Airborne Division was divided into three Task Forces for
the invasion: - -

l. Task Force A - General James Gavin, Commending, - composed
of three Parachute Regiments, 505th, 507th, 508th, and sunporting troops.

2. Task Force B - Division Commander General Metthew B. Ridgeway
'in charge. - To land by glider-D pius one.

3. Task Force C - General Howell, Commanding. - The seaborne

element of the Division

(7) A-9, p. 86; (8) a-2, p. 21, 22;
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The Division landed by parachute and glider on and before D-Day,
8 Juns 1944, astride the Merderet River to seize, clear, and secure the
general‘area - - Etienville (Pont L‘*Atbev)}, Gourbesville, Neuville-Au-Plein,
Bandienville. (S8ee Map A) Its mission also included: '
{A) Capture St. Mere Eglise, |
(B) Seize crossing of the Merderet River at Chef Du Pont, LaFiere,
and a bridgehead covering them,
(C) Proteot the northwest flank of the VII Corps. (9)

The 507th Parachute Infantry was assigned the area Gourbesville-
Renouf. Company I was in 3rd battalion reserve - minus the lst platoon
which was assigned the mission of establishing an outpost at Reigneville,
and was to be withdrawn onlv on battalion order. (See Map A)

The 3rd battaiion; 507th, left Barkston Heath Airdrome, England,
at 052350 June 1944, flew to the west of the Cherbourg Peninsula, turned
east between the Channel Islends and headed for the drop zome. (10)

My plene, #66, crossed the west coast at 060227 June 1344, I -
estimated that the green light, which was the jump-signal, would flash
on st 02345 and kept constant check on my watch to be sure I would lead
my vlatoon out at the prover seﬁond. About two minutes inland we ran
into a thick fop. This fog began to thin out af'ter about four minutes
~end I streined far forward in the door looking for the "T," the ground
signal whieh the Pathfinder Team should now be flashing. No.lights were
visible, however, and this factor caused some hesitenev on the part of the
pilot to flash the "Go" signal. These few seconds of hesitation caused
us to over-shoot the drop zone and lend in the mershes on the east side
of the Merderet River near & large railroad embenkment. This embankment
stdod‘out high above the marsh and all the men who landed in the swamp
worked their wav towards it, almost as though it were a magnet. (11)

The platoon, minus four men, was accounted for at ennroximately
060330 June. Individuals and small grouns were meking their way towards
known assemblv aress without teking measures to recover the enuipment

bundles which hed been dromnned in the mersh. This being e problem of prime

(9) A-7, p. 23 {(10) A-8; (11) Personel Knowledge; (12) Personal Kmowledge



importance, the 1lst nlatoon, I Companv, 507th Parachute Infantry proceeded

to drag eouipment bundles out of the swemp. Thev were assisted by a French-
man who had a hnat on the marsh, At dayligﬁt, the platoon moved out towards
the LeFiere cuaseway and joinéd forces with Colonel Arthur Maloney, Regimental
Executive Officer, 507th Perachute Infantrv. (12}

D-Day, 6 June 1944, - - The main bodv of the 82nd Airborne Division /™
landing on the eastern side of the Merderet River necessitated the qompletion
of a secondary mission, seizing the LsFiere Causeway, before the Difision
coﬁld move wea£ and esteblish the main line of resistence. During the
period the lst platoon, I Comvwany, 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment, was
retrieving bundles from the marsh, A Compsny, 505th Parachute Infantry
Regiment, minus two men, had reorpganized and moved out to attack the LaFiere
causeway. This assembly and reorganization is the best on record for
Oneration Nentune. (13)

At the time that Company i, 505th Parachute Infentry, was moving
towards its objeoctive, the buildings around the eastern end of the LaFiere
causeway, known &8 the Manoir de LaFiere, were already under attack by a
group of avproximately 45 ﬁen, mainly from 507th Parachute Infantry, under
the command of Capt. F. V, Schwartzwalder and Lt. John W, Marr. (14)

These pigcemeal sttacks failed to dislodge the Germens from the
Manoir. A coordinated attack was launched against the position at 1100
hours and the eastern end of the ceuseway came under Amerieen control. A
count of enemy desad, wounded, and prisoners, together with a statement by
the resident of the Manoir, established the numbsr of ehemy who had occupied
the position at fifty. (See Map &) (15)

At 060900 June, 1944, 1lst Platoon, I Company, 507th Paraschute Infantry
Regiment, nart of a force of seventy-five men under Colonel Maloney, moved
on a wide flanking movement around to the east and south to see if a crossing
through the marsh could be diseovered somewhere to the eastward of Chef Du
Pont. This would enable them to come down the western bank of the'Merderet

River and secure the approaches to the ctuseway on the west shore. (See Mav 4)

(12) Personal Knowledse; (13) A-2, p. 14,15; (14) 4-2, p. 19; (15) a-2, p.2s - 31



Twentv minutes after this unit departed, word came that the mﬁin
crossing southwest of Chef Du Pont was undefended. General Gavin took
Lt. Col, Edwin J. Ostberg and another force of approximately seventy-five
men, and moved directly down the railroad track to the‘outskirts of +the
town, A small German foree offered slight resistance and then retired,
closely pursued bv the paratroovers, towards the causeway. The causeway
here wﬁs similar to the one at LeFiere, being six feet above the water and
aprroxiﬁately six hundred vards from shore to shore. The only nrotection
svailable to the Germans was foxholes which had been dug at some previous
time. From these nositions the German scldiers indicated, by their action,
that thev wished to surrender. Two German soldiers stepned out of their
foxholes with unraised hands, denoting surrender, and were promptly shot
to death by the American foroes. Colonel Meloney and his forcé’arrived on
the scene at this time; and it took the combined forces the remainder of
the day to annihilate the German force, at a cost to our own forces of
twenty-three dead and forty wnundea. (18}

At 061800 June 1944, 1st Platoon, I Company, 507th returned %o the
area near the eastern end of the LaFiere causewsy and went into position
for the night. (17)

On the western side of the Merderet River, a force of American
paratroopers had been gatheréd together by Lt. Col. Timmes, 507th Parachute'
Infantry, at 060700 June 1944, and had attacked amfreville., The American
forces were driven back and forced into & perimeter defense in a large
orchard. From this position, & patrol under Lt. Levy worked its way‘along
the hedgerows down to the western end of the causeway. Along the patrol
route, another groun of the 50Tth Parachute Infantry, under Lt. Kormylo, were
contacted and joined Lt; Levy and his patrol. This group took up positions
around the church vard snd soon after were joined by a force of forty men
and officers, who hed worked their way out of the mersh and up the western
side of the river from the south. Thus, at 041200 Juns 194&, both the
eastern and westérn shores of the Merderet Causeway at LaFiere were under

American control, (18)

(16) A-2, p. 53, 54; (17) A-2, p. B3, 54; (18) A-2, p. 32;
F Ty Fencis NTacio o o 1,5”1‘5'7"'}"-'3#‘\»% W F
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At 061345, Capt. Sehwartzwalder and Lt. Marr led their group across the
causewsy and ioined forces with Lt. Levy and his force. Capt. Schwartzwalder,
being the senior officer present, mede his estimate of the situation?

He decided that the fight for the bridge was finished &nd that he wounld
continue to the west, in the direction of Colonel Timmes' force; and comnlets
his original mission. The group of forty men and officers joined him,
leaving the western end of the csusewav to be defended by Lts. Levy and
Kormvlo and their patroi. This foroe totaled ten men and two officers..(lé)

Capt. Schwartzwaider and'his forece had scarcely departed when a German
ambulence, which came down s secondary road from the southwest, drove to the
middle of the main highway during which time a German soldier was weving a
' Red Cross flag, The embulance stopped for a few seconds, turned 1ef£ on the
nighway leeding to Amfreville, and disappeared. - (20)

' Three or four minutes lster, German artillery began to fall on the
church and the western aynroaches of the causeway. German armor, accompanied
by infantry,-came down the roed from the southwest and drove Levy and his
force out of their nosition back to the orohard, where both Col. Timmes'

and Capt. Schwartzwalder's forces were located. (See Map A)

This foree remained immobilized, due to German.fire, for the next
forty-eight.hours and plaved no further part in the fight for the bridge,

On 7 June, the Germens launched & strong counterattack, led'by
Renault tanks‘and suptorted by artillérv end mortar barrages, in an effort
to regain their positions on the eastern side of the Merdesret causeway.

The American forees in the area at this time, between the r‘iver and ‘the\
railroad,consisted of arvroximately 900 men. "Only & fraction of this fores,
"sbout 200, were used to revel the Germens, who retired under a flag of
truce, to the western side of the ceusewny. Casualties were heavy on both
siaes énd two German tanks, which haa been knocked ouﬁ by bazooka fire,

were left on the causewav. (21)

(18) A-2, n. 40 and 42; (20) 4-2, p. 41; (21) Personal Knowledge
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On the night of 7-8 June,.Lt. Marr made his wey from Col. Timmes'
vosition beck to the iAmerican side of the Merderet River sand reported to
Feadiuarters thet he had made the journey nver a road which was sabtmerced
in one fnot of weter. Fe renaorted this information to General Ridpgeway
who ordered lst Bn, 328th Glider Infantry, to make its way acrcss the
sunken road back to an orchkard north of the Germen positions and attack
et day bresk., It. Warr gvuided the battaliorn over the sunken road snd into
this nosition. At 080800 June, the bettalion moved south to sttack the
erman positionﬁ. The Germans had set out numerous alarm devices and these
were set off as the American troops arnproached the Germar rnsitions. Tre
forea wmag met by sutomstic weapoﬁs and small arms fire and, sfter severe
chrouglties were sustained, the remnénts of the battalion fell back to
Col. Timres!' nosition. Our effort to regain the western end of the cause-
way by o flank sttack had failed, and the only course left open to high'f
Headguarters was to take the ceauseway by direct sssualt. (22)

THE FORCIVG OF THE MERDERE

General Hidgeway ordered Colonel Lewis of the 325th Glider Infantry
to attack the canseway or the §th June 1944 and drive the enemy from the
western end thereby securing a bridgehead for the 90th Division. Capt.
Bob Ree, in charge of e reinforced comneny of the 507th, was to lead his
foree across the causeway (only on order of Gavin through Walonev) if the
attack of the 325£h faltered or was stooped by the Germens. (25)

I Company, with other elements of the %rd Bn, 507th,was vlaced on
the right side of the main road leading to the Causeway. The Regimental
Commanding Cfficer (Acting) Colonel Maloney, geve the following order to
the Platoon Leader (0'Rourke) Co. I, as he piaoed his men in position on
the benk of the sunken rosd overlooking the causeway: "O'Rourke, if' we
have to counterattack, vou will lerd it ~ meantime, keep your eves oben and

see what vou can do." (24)

(22) Personal EKnowledge; (23) A-3, p. 2: (24) Personal Knowledge
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At 1030, 9 June 1644, the artillerv berrage began to fall on the
western side of the casuseway, This was composed of the 1555 of the 345th
Battalion, 90th Infantry, tenks of Co, 4, 746th Tank Battalion, and
Division light artillery. Germen artillery replied and seemed to be
coming from direectly scross the swamp, and at about a 1000 vard range.
However, our own artillery continued to fire at the edge of the western
shore and mede no effort to fire counter-battery fire, (25)

Co. G, %225th Glider Infantry, with Capt. Sauls as Commanding Officer,
was to lead the attack across the causewany, The Company approached the bridge
on the main road, where they were sereened from observation until they were
within 200 vards of the causewnv; here the road straightened out and they
became subject to direct machine gun fire from across the Merderet, BSauls
helted his column and asked a couple of the 507th officers whether or not
there was a side road leading into the bridge. The only information they
could offer was that they had been taking = beating on this ground for two
-days. (26)

Sauls reconnoitered to the left and thru the farm buildings and found
the side road running at & right enpgle directly into the causeway. This
road had & shoulder-high stone well sereening it from vieﬁ of the western
shore for the last 40 vards leading to the causeway, Capt. Sauls led his
comnany down the side road and placed two platoons behiﬁd the wall waiting
for 1045 and the jump off. (27) Sauls delaved half a minute a%ter 1045
still waiting for the smoke, which hed been promised to screen their charge,
but as none was forthcoming, he shouted: "Go" and led off. The platoons
deployed along the right and left of the causeway and took off swiftly for
the wasternsids of theQbridge, annroximately 500 vards away. Safety lay in
'speed and the men who dashed direectly to the far shore made it; the

casualties were among those who stopped to look for cover. (28}

(25) A-3, p. 3; (26) A-3, p. 43 (27) A-3, p. T; (28) 4-3, p. 8
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Sauls' weapon platoon could not dash aoross as ouickly as the lightly
weighted men of the rifle platoons and, as & conseguence, many fell vietim
to the inter-locking fire the Germans were directing towards the causeway.
These wounded crawled into the ditch along the sides and the movement lost
its initial momentum. (29)

One of the Sherman tanks tried to cross the causeway at this time and
exploded one of the Americen mines, injuring none of the personnel in the
tank, but wounding seven men ffom the weavons platoon. (30) This further
bottlenecked the cauéeway bettlée and caused the troops who were following
Sauls and his men to run practically a hurdle race to meke their way across
the bridge., (31)

Co. G, after orossing the causeway, took the left sector and fought
throughout this area., Co. E, following after them, took %he riéht side of
the road with the mission of clearing up the church vard and the north bank
of the river, (32)

Co. E then deployed in the area around the church with a strength &f
aprroximately 30 men, and with most of their leaders killed or wounded. (33)
During this time, about & or 40 minutes hed elapsed and it was time for
F Companv, 325th, to eross the river. (34) Their mission was to move up
behind the other two compenies and mop-up on both sides of the main road
s0 a8 to establish the center of the bridgehead.

During this time the Commander, General Gaviﬁ, had received no
information regarding the situation on the western side of the causeway.
Smoke, dust, irregularity of firing, disappearsnce of Americen forees in the
hedge-rows, and, as vet, the non-appearanc-e of eny German prisorners at the
eastern end of the causeway, made it difficult for him to meke a true estimate
of the situastion. The few manifestations of the battle that were visible
sugrested that the 325th was recoiling. The forees on the eastern side of
the river were being immobilized due to the congestion on the causeway,
making it appear that s tactical reverse was being suffered on the far side. (35)

(29) 4£-3, p. 125 (320) A—S,.p. 11; (31) Personal Knowledge; (32) 4-3, p. 17
- (33) A-3, bn. 22; (34) A-3, p. 26; (35) A-3, p. 28
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What the Commanding General could not well realize was that the block was
thickening at suéh a rapid rate because the forward nosition was not
developing swiftly enough to absorb even the relatively few men who were
making it to the other side. The number of men who can fight along hedge-
rows and ditches is comparativelv small,

Seeing that a feeling of uncertainty was mssailing the elements of the
326th still on the eastern side, and femring that the bridgehead might be
lost, General Gavin ordered Rae to take his company across the bridge. Rae
had from 80 to 100 men and pushed out across the bridée, picking up stragglers
as he went. Thev then vushed directly up the main road securing the bridge-
head in the cemter, (38)

After Rae's group had pushed bevond the brideshead, enemy fire,
falling against the eastern shore, began to lessen and it aprneared that the
action was going well on the other side. However, in the church-yard and
on the road to its right, a few men could be seen standing around doing
nothing, Apparently, they were leaderless and did not know exaetly what to
do. At this time, the Platoon Leader of I Company, lst Platoon, who was on
the forward slope of the eastern bank, made an estimete of the situation eand,
taking S/Sgt. Sweenev Byers with him, went across the bridre to investigete.
Moving across the bridege ms quickly as possible, and urging stragglers along,
he moved into the church-yard. Here, approximatelv 15 men believed to be
from E. Co., 325th Glider Infentrv were standing in the road leading north
with no plan of action in mind. Their officers had been killed or wounded
in the action., They were standing near & fox-hole in which 2 German had
apparentlv gone insane from shell shock. There was a cover on this fox-hﬁle
and an opening only large enough for a man to fire & rifie through. The
Platoon Leader walked over, 106ked in the hole, reached down and lifted the
wooden cover off, grabbed the Germazn by the arm, helved him out and directed
him back towsrds the causeway, (37)

As a result of this action, annroximatelv 11 other Germans in the area,
who apvarently had been observing, stepved out of their fox-holes and-

surrendered. These Germans weére also directed back to the ocauseway,

(36) Personal Xnowledge; (37) Personal Knowledge
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The Platoon Leader then organized a patrol and moved north along the
road to a group of farm buildings to ascertain the situation in that area.
Through an opening between these buildings, & large grouv of Germans could
be seen milling around in the courtxvard. One shot was fired into this
group and immediately the Germans begen to wave white rags signifying
their desire to surrender. These Germens, approximately 26 in number,
were turned over to one of the men in the patrol and, with him, were sent
bsek to the caunseway. (38)

At this time, the natrol was deployed around the entrance to the -
sourt verd. Another Germah ceme running from the farm house and was
stormed by the Patrol Leader. He could sveak a little English and, upon
being cuestioned, stated that the onlv other German left in the farm house
had been wounded. The Patrol Leader then turned him around and, uging him
as a shield, ran into the farm house. The rest of the patrol moved into’
the Eourt yard and kept on the alert for an attack from one of the other

- buildings. (39)

Tnside the farm house was the wounded German, a French woman, and two
men dressed in civilian clothes, both of whom were wearing white shirts and
dark trousers. The Patrol Leader then moved baeck out into the court vard
and stood beside S/Sgt. Arthur Gentry of the 525th Glider Infantry discussing
the situation, At this time s Germsn machine ristol, loeated in the hedge~
row at the far end of the yard, firsd on the group causing the death of
this Sgt. (40)

The patrol took up positions within the farm buildings and prepared
to withstand a counterattack, At this time, reinforcements arrived from

a unit of the 325th end the Patrol Leader and his Sgt. returned to their

o

unit which, at this time, was taking up positions in the church-yard in

reserve nmosition. (41)

Efgéﬁ { -Ahout one hour later, word was received of a German counterattack,

}gjﬁ g i The Elatoon_ﬂgg_committﬁg‘to the right side of the sector and aided in
j

revelling the enemy actiom. (42)

(33) Porsonal Knowledge; (59% Personal Knowledge; (40) Personzl Knowledge
(41 )Personel ¥nowledpe; (42} Personal Knowledge
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ANALYSES AND CRITICISMS

Making & study of this operation, it is my opinion thet enough stress
was not placed upon factors effecting the sirborne landings. 4although
aerial photos of the area were taken, other measures should have been used
which would have furnished‘more acocursate and more detailed knowledée of
the terrain - especiallv information of the hedge-rows.

More careful interrogation of French nationals who had ssecaped to
England might have revealed the actual terrain situation. The Office of
Strategic Services should also have had this information available at this
time, &8s certain of their units hed been into the Cherbourg Peninsule prior
to the drop.

More emphasis should have been placed on the time element factor
betwesan the coast line and the drop zone, as it was a known -fact that we
were dropping into territory strongly garrisoned by enemy troops; and
that Pathfinder teems would undoubtedly run into trouble in setting up
the lighted "T." It is believed that too much emphasis was placed upon
the "T" and not enough on the precision instruments with which the planes
were equinped. |

Preparation for carrying out the orders assigned to the 507th
Parachute Infantry were full and complete except éhat vroper consideration
was not given, in advance, to the difficulties of recovering equipment
bundles, In an airborne operation, one must rely initially on the supply
of ammunition which has been carried into the operation with him in his
equioment bundles. More emphasis should have been placed on the recovery
of commnicetion and ecuivment bundles from the swamp and & suoply voint
designaﬁed for them.

In the action around the LaFiere bridgehead, if the Semior Officer
present had issued specific orders to the Unit Commanders, the bridgé
would have been in our hands on D-=Day and the costly attack on 9 June 1944

could have been avoided,
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Colonel Timmes' forces might have been advantageously committed to
the sction at the western end of the causeway; thus fulfilling vpart of
the unit's missién as well aé insuring an adequete force to hold the
western end of the bridge. In the positiom he occunied, he was in no
wav fulfilling = part of the unit mission.
| The needless killing of the German soldiers at Chef Du Pont by
Col. Ostberg's forces was costly to the Americans both in time énd casualties;
This action was also witnessed by'enemy forces on the far side of the cause-
way snd the rerutation gained by the paratroopers made the Germans reluctant
to surrender.

- During the German counteratteck on D plus 1, elthough there were
aprroximately 1000 men behind the hedge-rows at the sastern end of the
causewav, onlv a small number - annroximately 200 - were committed to
renel this counteratteck. A better distribution of forces along the ground
oﬁ the esstern sidé of the marsh would undoubtedly have caused greater
casuslties to the Germen forces snd relieved the burden nlaced upon the
few who were defending the brideehend,

Only one battalion of the 32&th Glider Infentry was committed 080600
June 1944 to the flank attack on the German nosition. If *he 325th
Regiment bad bheen committed, the stteck might heve been successiul,

There wrs a definite lnck of conrdination between our own artillerv
when the mein atteok was lannched on & June 1944, No counter-batterv fire
was directed against the German artillery, nor was smoke laid on the enemy
positions.

With our sunerier air nower, it is rnssible thet e strong air strike
averinst the western end af the caueewav srd e thorough bombing and strafing
nf +he sunken roads leadine swey from it wovld have greatlv freiliteted

nur =sttenl,
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Personnel from the units holding the eastern side of the causeway
should heve been used to ruride the 225th élnng the best avenues of
anprosch to the causeway as ther hed no time for prior reconnaisance.

If unit commanders found it necessary to lead their men in an
attack, ther should have insured that resmonsible substitute leaders were
Fer smongh fo tha rear to make certain that all personnel follnwed through
on the sttack.

Known mine fields should be removed before friendiv tanks are given
sny tyve of mission in thet area. Members of G Co., 325th G, I. should
have been designated to remove mines on the causeway so that our Sherman
tanks couid advance without danger from our own mines.

The attacking unit should have been equivped with radio communiecation
80 tha% the Commander on the east side of the causeway would have
information concerning progress of mction at all times.

Smell unit commenders should keep sbreast of the situation in actions
of this tyne,af all times,as their individual action may swing the balance
of favor to our own forees at a critical moment. This was strongly brought
out both on the causeway and on the western side when junior officers took

ﬂcharge of small grouns of men and completed the unit mission.

LESSONS LE.LRNED

Some of the lessons emphasized by this operation are:
1. No matter-what type of active or passive defensive measures the enemy

may undertake, if the WFight of the _airborme.asteck-ie. of .euffipgient

N JRr IR
M o

magnitude, it will smother all defenses.

2, A contiﬁﬁdﬁé; fhbfc&éh and comnlete study of all sources of intelligence

w111 vreatlv aid 1n the sucoesqful oomnletlon of an alrborne m1851on.

3. Pathflnder teams qhould not be re11ed uvon as the sole means of guidance

to the drop zZons.

4. Adeauate communication is vital +o the successful conduect of battle.

R T

5. Rﬂallstac and comprehenslve trainlng iz a very essential nart of the ,

e e

preparation for ocombat.
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Y.

10,

11.

Reserves should be located and so disposed that they ¢an be ocuickly

engaged fo‘iﬁfluence the battle..-

In an alrborne oneratlon, the GOmplete recovery of the ammunltlon loads

is an esﬁential PleEHt to success of the mission.

Whenever 30551ble, eir nower should be used to aid the attacklng unlt.
o
A11 Officers and Non—Commls<1oned Offlcers should be instruected on the

e b

methods of revlsterlng art:llerv.

Unnecess&rv k1111n0 of fhe enemv will, frequentlv, prove costly to a

Wp.anﬂ‘ R R
unit in the comnletlon of thelr m13310n.

Due to thé'heavv cost in nlanes, men and materlalq in the conduet of

o ke et o e 5 Ty

s night alrborne oneration, 1t is belleved that alrborne ooeratlons
of the future, of any great magn1tude, will be dispatched during the

o e L

daV11ght hours.
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