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THE OFRERATIONS OF CONTANY *B", 12T INFANTEY REGIMENT
(4TH IWFANTRY DITVISION), IN THE HURTGEN FOREST, WEST
OF GEY, GERMANY, 28 NOVEMEER - 5 DECEMEER 1944
{RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
{Personsl experience of a Compeny Commender)

INTRODUCTION

Gensrel George 5, Petton Jr., in e letter to Major Generel Reymond O.
Berton ssid in pert: ™80 fer ss I know, no Americen division in France
hee excelled the megnificent record of the 4th Inrantry.Diviéion, which |
heg been mlmost continuously in setion since it fought ite wey sshore on
the Gthrday of last June,"

"Your fight in the Hurtgen Forest wms an'epic of sterk Infentry
combat," (1)

The fight in the Hurtgen forest wes action of the individusl rifle-
men, The normel sccompanying teem of Artillery and Tenks wes used in-
frequently in that the limiting terrein characteristics, consisting of
deep revines =nd steep ridges coupled with extrsmely limited visibility,
made it imprecticeble, 1f not impossible, to use these allied erms.

This combat ection is the secount of Compsny “BY, 12th Infentry
Regiment, 4th Infentry Division, from 28 ﬂovember 1944 to 5 December 1944,
in its final action to cleer the Hurtgen Forsst end to selze, orgenize
and hold the high ground west of and overiocking the town of Gey, Germeny.
(See Map C)

On 6 June 1944, the 4th Infentry Division stormed the beaches of
Normendy, landing et H-hour, D-dey on Utsh Beech. By 25 June, Cherbourg
hed. been clesrad by elemsnte of the Division. Completing the Normandy
Cempaign on 24 July, the "Ivy" Division participseted in the St. Lo break-
through on 25 July to begin the Northern France Cempaign, which lested
from 25 July to 14 September. During this phase, the Division parficipated
in the med dash scross France, The Belgien border wes crossed on 6 Saptember

1944 end the Seigfried Line wes first bresched on the first dey of the Rhine-

(1) A-%, p. 36.



lend Cempaign which officielly begen on 15 September 1944, The 4th Div-
ieion remeined in Schnee Eifel Forest section of the Seigfried Line until
4 October 1944, when relief was effected by the 2nd Infaentry Division.
The Division then moved north to the vicinity of Bullingen, Belgium and
remained in this quiet sactor until 7 November 1944. (2)

The jubilent deys of August and September were gona; the wer wes not
to be over in a metter of days. The pace of advance, instesd of forty
miles a dsy, was now messured in sereral hundreds of verde on an ellotment
of four or five rounds per esrtillery gun per day.

- Commencing on 8 November 1944, near Zweifall, Germany, the 12th
Infentry Regiment, a part of the 4th Infantry Division, wes given the
mission of driving north and clear:l.hg a portion of the Hurfcgen Forest in
order to resch the Cologne Plsin. (3)

This coming aection of one month duration in the Hurtgen Ferest gave
thel 4th Infentry Division thres of 1ts four Congressionsl Medels of Honor.
The Hurtgen Forest, covering _approximately 50 squere miles, was

élharacterized by lofty evergreens, closely spaced snd reaching into the
sky to a height of elmost 100 fset, thus screening the warming end light-
giving rays of the sun. In sddition, this ereas was void of a roed net
ndequate to meet ths logisticsl requiremsnts of an Infantry Division. (4)
The German _M:I.litary had estimated this arsa to be an excellent de-

fensive zone, in as much as the neturel obstacle, in the form of the trees,

y A which were wide in girth and full in foliage, gave a feeling of depression
. 9 i

v
)

!
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.

o 811 who ventured snd sieyed within their depths for even short periods

of fighting. To meke the eres even more formideble, the Germens intensi-
fied their defensives in the form of artificiel cbstacles cone;iting of

antif-personnel mines, wire, pillboxes, trench systems end covered bunksra.
This was @ Zons incorporated into their Seigfried Line fortificetions. {5}

(2} Psrecnal Experience; (3) &4-2, p. 196; (4)(5) Personsal Expesrience.
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‘ﬁ Generel J. Lewton Collins, Commanding Genmeral of VII Corps sald,
"Combat in woods cells for topnotch leedership on the pert of small unit
commenders end the hlghast order of individual courage . The drive of the
4th Infantry Division across its sector of the Hurtgen Forest required a
continuous dieplay of these quelities under the mcst adverse conditions of
terrein end weather.® (8)

The ¢old, dank month 6f November contributed substantielly decrsesing
forwerd movements of Allied troops. Ths German fighting on his own ™sacred

soll® fought stubbornly, even fanatically for every yard. (7)

///,1- The Battle of the Hurtgen Forest was characterized by units operating
i

W

i
ﬁ”

&
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U

¢ . in heevy woods. This type of action celled for increased demand in control

in lowsr units. An added problem wes the fector of dlstance betwsen units.
/ COntact was seldom echieved with units on the flanks, (8)

There was 2 gsnsral leck of artillery supporting fires due to the
difficulty of observed fires. 4lso, en artillery round would enter the
target st an angle and this would very oftsn cause the round to detonate
prior to itz arrivel in the terget ares. This premsture detonation would
either cause cesuaslties to friendly troops or would result in a wested round.
{9)

The range of redios, orgenic to the Infantry Regiment, wes decreesed
beceuse of the dense woods. (10}

Resupply of rifie companies was a continuous problem. Meny times de-
cisions hed to be mede to determines thet portion of the essential slements
of supply to be sent forwerd to the Rifle Company. (11) |

_ The sccount of this combat ametion will bring forth verious ways im which
thege difficulties were overcome, thus ensbling Compasny "B to mccomplish

its mission. (12}

{6) &-3, p. 32; (?)(B)(9)(10){11)(12) Personsl Expsrience.



GENERAL. SITUATION

12th 2rmy Group published Letter of Instructions number Ten on the same
dey that Aachen fell, 6rdering e regroupment of all three Armies and a Nov=-
ember advence to the Rhine.

The cToseing of the Roer river, below the dems, wes not congidered within
thf scops of e calculeted risk as long as the lerge dams sbove the crossiné
sites remmined in Germsn hands., The only direct method to seize these dems
would be to attsck through the Hurtgen Forest and seizs the dams. This mission
was given to the First Army. (13) (See Map B)

The First Army, commended by General Courtuey Hodges, consisting of three
Corps, the V, VII, and VIII, hﬁving cleared the Aachen eres 21 October 1944,
hed the mission of driving to the Roer .r:l.ver.

| The VII Corps consisted of the lst, 4th, and 104th Infantry Divisions,
with the 3rd Armored in the tenk role. (14)

The 4th Infentry Division wes essigned the sector in the Hurtgen Forest
on the right flank of the VII Corps which was the northern Corps in line. (15)
(See Mup &)

On 28 November 1944, the 104th Infentry Division, to the north on the
left flenk of VII Corps, eattecking before dewn, sdvanced 2,000 yards, entering
the towns of Lemersdorf and I_::},den. The front of this Division wes esteblished
on ths I&g.—e/river. One bridge over thig river wss secured intect. (16)

The First Infantry Dijision, in its sector, edvenced ecross the highwey
esst of Lengerwshs., Lengerwehe was clesred by elements of the 18th Infentry
Regiment snd locel security wes pleced slong the stream abot;t one half =
mile northsast of Lengsrwehe. One battelion esteblished itself in the edge
of the woods in the vicinity of Merods and lete in the eftermoon was fighting
in the town of Merode. (17) (See Map B) |
(13) a-4, p. 11; (14) A-1, p. 71; (15) &-1, p. 71; (16) A-1, p. 823

(17) A-1, p. 83.



The Zrd Armored Division remeined in reserve in the vicinity of Stolberg.

In ths V Corps sector to the south of the 4th Infentry Division, the
action continued to the east along the southern edge of the forest south of
the town of Hurtgen. (18)

Elements of the German lst 38, 9th S5 end 10th 83 Panzer Divisions were

e
/W' Mp”g/reported to be in the erea wezt of Cologne., Confirmed informstion indicated
o

1}‘( Eflj - that 8ixth 33 Panzer Army wes being pleced in the reserve rols to counter-
';;JM attack if the First Army succeeded in crossing the Roer river. (19)

?ﬁ r\'ﬂ,!:ﬂi in addition, the Fii’tgenth Germen Army was pleced in the vieinity of
:pp‘{ _‘h Koenigshoven,

The first US Army_ estimste of the enemy situetion indicated s genersal
build up of troop strength. (20)

The enemy, ﬂuring the third week in Novembsy reilnforced his units in
front of the First Army by bringing in the 26th Volksgrenadier Division, 47th
Infentry Division end ths 277th Infentry Division. The Zrd Parechute and the
Z44th Infantry Divisions were added and one week later the 326th Infantry
end the 352nd Infantry Divisions were placed in front of the lst Army. (21)

Germen units identified by the 12th Infentry Regiment, in the Hurtgen
Forest included the 183rd Volksgrensdier D'iviion, 47th Infantry Division,
253rd Infentry Division end Independent Fortress Battslions. The Germen
orgenizetion of the Hurtgen Forest defenses was duel in neture, primery use

A v,\/ of the netursl obstacles end strengthening these obstacles by the use of
;:9& all artificisl obstecles et their,dispo;al in orde‘r to strengthen theilr

defensive positions. (22)

(18) &<1, p. 83; (19) A-1, p. 83; (20) &-1, p. 84; (21) A-5, p. 23;

(22) A-1, p. 165; A-9, pps. 196, 155, 246; Personel Expsrisnce,



THE DIVISION SITUATION

The 4th Infentry Division, occupylng the extrems right flenk of VII
Corps, hed both its right end left boﬁndarias within the confines of the
Hurtgen Forest. {(23)

On 29 November, the 4th Cavselry Group wes placed in line to fill the
gep between the 1lst Infentry Division end the 8th Infantry Regiment which
wes the left Regiment in the 4th Infsntry Division sector. (24) (See Map B)

The 8th Infentry Regiment continued to advence approximetely 1,000

yards to the esst sstrides the Schevenhutte-Duran road.

To the south, elemsnts of the 22nd Infantry clearead the village of
Grossheu and moved north elong the Grosshau-Duran Rosd, entering the ioode
Just north of the town. (25) (See Map B)

The 12th Infantry Regiment continuesd to edvence setride the Grosshau-

Duren road up to & distence of 900 yarde. (26) {(See Map B)

THE BATTALION SITUATION

On 28 Novembsr, the lst Bettelion, moving north on the Renn-Weg road
in the formetion, column of companieg in the order &, C, B tompany. Company
“a" wes given the mission of espturing Hill 90, north of Grossheu. After
n severe fire fight they captured the position snd tock 35 prisoners. (26)
(See Map C)

The woods were cleered to the morth as far as RJ 257.6. This entire
ares wes found to be hesvily mined end no vehicles were permitted to proceed
on the Renn-Weg north until the Division Enginéers clesred the road. The

Battelion Commender designated the eree just eset of the Renn-Weg roed be-

/( / twsen RJ 357.6 end RT 366.4 ss the bettelion front. This ares to be occu-

d*‘&i
V‘"'

oY

(’) pled by Company *B fecing weet The remainder of the Battalion occupied

the zone to the resr of Compeny "B". (27) (See Map C)
_,_,.a-)Ld

(23) A-2, p. 196; (24) A-1, p. 83; (25)A-1, p. 83; (26) a-1, p. 83;

(2’?} A"a, p. 226.



THE COMPANY SITUATION
TEE ATTACK

Compsny "B" closed into the aséignad area about 1200 hours on 28 Nov-
ember, (See Map C) " The Company Commender had just been killed by.an anti-
persontie]l mine, |

The Bettslion Commsnder, reslizingz thet thie company would probably be
used in the atteck the next day, sent one of his officers, a Captain fram
Battelion, to teke commend of this company. (2B)

Tha nswly essigned Company Commender errived et the compeny about 1330
hours. (29)

The Company Commender observed that(tha entire company seemsd nervou;
and extremsly fatiguqd. The men hed begun to dig holes for the night.
Checking over his compsny aree, he csms upon ons of the machine gun crews
which had not gone into its assigned ares to teke up its sector of the final
rrotective fires. The Sgued Leader, when questionsd as to why he had not
gons into position, indicated that he felt the position was booby trepped.
Lying on the ground were several Germen hend gremedes of the "potato masher®
type. When further inspected, it wes determined that these grenades were
not booby tfapped. (30}

The Compeny Commender inspected the tubes‘of the mortars and it wes
spparent that they had not been fired in soms time. When asked about the
recent firing of the mortars, the Platoon Sergeant indicated that they h.ad
not been fired. The Sergesnt further indicated that sufricient quantities
of smmunition were svailable. The Morter section was told that they were
going to be used on the first suiteble target. (31}

The compeny continued to dig-in their positions and esach double fox-
hole was covered by plecing a laysr of logs and a layer of earth over the
hole. This would normelly stop 211 shell fragments, except direct hits. (32)

(28)(29)(30)(%)(32) Fersonsl Experience.



About 1510 hours Battelion celled. Baker Compeny wee ordered to send

- out m petrol to reconmoiter the routes and enemy diepositions esst of Baker
Compeny's position. The patrol was t6 advence erst on the north side of the
roed to Gey, to the.point 287.2; cross the roed snd return by the trail running
Just south of the road. (See Map C) This patrol would be completed before
dark. Tha 2nd Pletoon wes designsted fo send out the patrol. Because of the
fatigued condition of ths men, the Platoon Leader wes designated to leed the
retrol. This petrol, consisting of the offlcer snd one squed, left the erea
about 1525 hours. (33) (See Map C)

At 1600 hours, the Company Supply:Sergeént arrived in the compeny sarea,
heving used the Renn-Weg Tosd from the south, brougbt with him e hot meel of |
¢ rations, bedding rolls andbéin.%éanforcemants. The reenforcements included
formér members df the compeny end the remeinder were new men with no prior
combat service. The former members of the company were returned to their ocwn
pletot;ns and the new men were divided smong the rifle pletoons. (34)

The petrol returnsd Just prior to dsrk; the Lisutenant, 2nd Flatooz,
reported that he hed coversd the entire essigned sector. He stated that no
ensmy i%%ﬂanoountered’nor'was the patrol fired upon. He fuwther reported
thet the rosd to Gey wes impesseble in that the Germans hed felled the irees
every few feet snd each tree inspected wes mined or booby trepped. Hs also
reported that s deed Americen wes located in the woods sbout 100 yerds esst
of the pfesent position. This information wes reported by wire to Battalion.
{35)

After dsrk the Compeny Commender continued to eirculste among the men in
the compsny. This wes essy as the compenies habituelly ﬁent into a c¢lose per-
imeter defense erch night., The company, 8t this time, had been in the lines
for twenty-ons deys and hed suffered hesvy casualties. The men had verious
mentel ettitudee. Normslly, even in combat, it is not herd to draw e scldier
into conversetion. Most of these men just would not telk end when they did,

it wes in s racking or listless menner.{36)

(33){34)(35)(36) FParsonsl Experience.
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The reenforcements were in a different mood from the clder men, These
msn wers extremsly telketive; not having been ehelled yet, they still did
not quite reslize the shock of bettle they were soon to Teceive. (37)

About 2100 hours Battelion celled on the EE8 and inetructed the Compsany
Commsndsr to Teport to Battelion et 2200 hours for the ettmck order. The -
Compeny Commender took his messenger snd reported st the time designated. (38)

The Battelion Commandsr geve the oresl attack order as follows: ™The
Battelion would etteck to the esst et 0900 hours on 29 November, in a column
of companies in the order B, C, A. The LD would‘be ths Renn-Weg roand. Compeny
B would follow the route indicstsd and seize the high ground overlooking the

‘ ———
town of Gey."” {39) (See Mep C) |

This dietence to the Bettalion objsctive was about 1300 yards. The
Company Commender wes given one 1:25,000 topographical mep. The Battalion
Commander hed an eerial photo of the ares which he told the Compeny Commander
to commit to memory. An attempt was made to do this. {(40)

Returning to the company, the Company Commander celled a meeting of the
Flatoon lLeeders a.pd jgsued the attmck ordsr. The attack would proceed in a
column of platoone in the order lst, 2md, Weepons, 3rd without artﬂlery or
mortar preperatioﬁs. The Company Commender would be with the lst Flatoon
and the remainder of Compeny Command group would follow tﬁe Weapons Flatoon.

~There were no questione and no comments. (4l)

The Company Supply Sergesnt srrived et the compeny location in a % ton
4x4 with trefler 2? 0400 November with a hot breekfast, extrs ammunitionm,
iﬁcluding 20 sxtra rounds of 60 MM Morter emmunition and onme dey's lssue of
K rations. It wes SOP for the Supply Sergesnt to remain in the compeny
erea until the entire compeny clesred. The supply group would than loed the
rollé end meake m very thorough search of the compeny srea in order to plck
up sny equipment the men left behind, (42) |

(Z7)(38){39}{40)(41){42) Perzonel Experience.
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_ The lat Platoon, followed by the remainder of the compeny, crossed the
Renn-Feg Toed et 0900 hours (outh’) of the Gey road end plunged into the woods.
The woods were extnmiy dense st this point., The platoon advenced about one
hundred yerds end stopped. Up to this time there wes no firing snd only the
dead Amsricen brought home the sterk reslity of war. Ths Company Commander,
wighing to have the movement continue, moved up through the 1lst platoon,; which
was stopped on the trall, in e column of squeds. The head of the platoon hed
Teoched the edge or-a clearing. The Flatoon Leader hed helted the advence of
his platoon, bacause of the open groﬁm! tc; ":'*I!\:'Jlfemfront. The Gay road was sbout
thirty yerds to the left of the platoon. Since the company hed to cross the
road in order to proceed to the objective and the other side of the roed
offered better conceelment, thaL Company Commender decided to turn north, scross
the roed end eest towerd the objective. (43)

The Fletoon Leader moved to the edge of the rosd, hesitated a moment end
rushed ecross, The Company Commander followed as soon as the Flatoon Lemder
reached the fer side. Just es this officer clesrsd the center of the road, a
ghort burst was fired at him from e point about 300 yards down the roed in
the direction of Gey. The Fletoon Sergesnt placed seversl men in posltion and
bad the remsinder of the platoon croes the rosd in squad rushes. No further
firing wes encountered by this pletoon. (See Mep C)

The Compeny Commender cslled on the SCR 526 to the an platoon and told
them to remein on the south side of the Gey rosd, Hs did this to avoid being
pinned down on the north s_ide of the roed. The Ensmy hed been alerted as to
the movemsnt to his front. From the direction of the firing, it would be
impossible for him to determine the strsngth or the objective of the éompany's
movemsnt. {(44)

The lst Fletoon, upon resching the north side of the Gey roed, begen its

-movement to the esst. The 2nd Flatoon wes told to cross the Gey roed end
fblloﬁ. The lst Flatoon sdvanced about 150 yerds and was fired upon by esuto-
'metic wespons end smell erms fire, The Pletoon showed excellent fire control

- (43} (44) Personal Expsrience.

12



end discipline by immedietely returning the fire, a cherscteristic reaction
this compeny hed dewveloped end slweys employed when shot ai. The men were
never efraid to fire their weapons. The new men in the ccmpeny inverisdbly
ceught on quickly. The Fletoon Leesder end severs]l msn worked their way
around to the t%/lien:ur'sl right flenk, A4lone, the Lieutensnt rushed the position
and was killed. The Enemy then left their positions end withdrew to the
north, leaving seversl deed in their hair-dugéin vosition. (45) (See Mep C)

While the 1lst Fletoon was engeging the Enemy to its front, the Enemy
which first rired on the Compeny Commender opened up egein as the 2nd Pletoon
wee making its croseing of the roed. The Flatoon Leader of the 2nd Pletoon
came up to the Compeny Commander.  The Lieutenant reported thsat ha-was hit in
the leg end thet two other men were also hit. He =dded thet the 2nd Platoon
hed crossed the road and the 7rd Platoon was followlng., The officer waes told
to go to the resr, es he wes too bedly wounded to contlnue the attack. The
Company Commender, feeling that the mttack would be in danger of slcwing down,
employed the 3rd.Pletoon as they hed not yet suffered eny cesuslties., The
ettention of the compeny wees now focused on the position of the autometic
weepon which had caugsed the 2nd Platoon's cssualties. The Fletoon Leader of
the 3rd Pletoon hed been in the edge of the woods weiting-his turn to cross
snd hsd s definite ides as to the locetion of this autﬁmﬁtic weapon. Thie
Flatoon Leeder moved out alone snd located the Enemy on the north side of the
Gey roed sbout 200 yerds from the compgny's pregent position. Singlehanded,
he greneded this posltion, knocking out the gun snd killing the crew of four.
His sction eliminsted the thrert of that gun to the remsinder of fhe compaAny.
The Weepons Pletoon and CP group were then ehle to cross the rosd. Beker
Compahy wes now on the north side of the Gey rosd. (46)

;;\Iilﬁ hours, the compeny, with the 3rd Plstoon leeding, continued to
sdvence just north of the Gey rosd to the emst. (47) '

(45)}(46)(47) Personel Experiencs.
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The compeny hed perfect communication within the compeny end with
Bettelion. The SCR 536 redios were working well, even in the woods, and
Batt.alion could be reached by SCR 300 and wire. Wire weg leid ae the company
aedvanced. (48)

Beker Compeny advanced spproximstely 200 yards and came to ancther
clesaring. This clesring wes ebout 150 yarde wide =nd beyond wes another tell
stand of typlcal Hurtgen svergreens, There wss apparently no epemy =sctivity,
yet the commander of Beker Compeny, knowing thet the compeny would run imto
mere shepy recistences, declded thet this open ground and the woods beyond
were criticel terrain. (49)

With an insight, born of battile, yet unexplesinsble, the Commander knew
the enemy occupied the distart sector of woecds. He decided to throw an
attack ageinst these woods using all the company orgenic firepower plus the
attached heevy Machine @un Blatoon of "D" Company. (50) |

The 3rd Flstoon, which wes leading, would meke the sssault., The three
80 MM Mortars were brought up end given fhe mission of placing e totel of 18
rounds, at 10 second intervals, 50 yards within the woods, The light end
heavy mechine gﬁne would teke positions to fire initially into the woods if
any Enemy resisted. The Ird Platoon began its advence as soon &s the first
three rounde hit the target. The platoon had to ¢leer the opexn ground end
reach the edge of ths woods &s the last three rounds ceme in one minute after
the firing sterted. There waz to be no firing by riflemsn unless the enemy
opened up first, This way the Enemy, if he were in the woods, would not
expect en Iafentry follow-up on top of the mortar fire. If any Ensmy were
present in ths woods he would be alert, as there hed been congidersbls firing
up to this point. (B51)

The 3rd Flatoon, which numbered aﬁout twenty-rive effectives, knaw the
entire plan. The 2nd Platoon which had been following the 3rd Platoom took
up pesitione to support, by fire, the sdvance of the 3rd Flatoom. (52)

(48) (49)(50)(51)(52) Fersonsl Experience.

14



The morters openéd fire end as coon es the first three rounds, lending
plmost simulteneously, hit the target, the pletoon commenced its forward move-
ment, The men moved out guickly ag they realized the megnitude of help the
morters cerried. (53)

4s soon ee the 2rd Pletoon entered the woods it opened fire. The Flatoon
Leeder reported by SCR 536, thet Jerry wes dug in sbout 50 yerds from the
nesr edge of the woods. The Pletoon Leeder wee told to keep the pletoon firing
in order to meintein fire superiority. "The Compeny Commender signalled the
2nd Fletoon to move forward and moved out with them. The 2nd Pletoon responded

" immedistely end sterted across the clesring. A&s the 2nd Platooﬁ started its
movement forwerd, the Compeny Commsnder notified ths 3rd Platoon that the 2nd
Fletoon would pass directly ihrough the 3rd and esseult the Enemy position.
As the 2nd Pletoon pessed into the woods, the leader of the Zrd Ilatoon was
seen moving emong his men, encouraging them to fire. As the 2nd Flatoon be-
cpme driented, they sterted to essesult the Enemy position. At this point the
pletoon reslized thet the Enemy hed constructed an elabornte "Jorld Wer I™™
type trench srstem which seemsd to extend ebout 200 yerds across the front
of the platocn. The left flank of the trench curved eround to the Fnemy’s
resr, In lesgs then a minute, the 2nd Pletoon psssed through the 3rd Platoon
e2nd the men wers in the trench engegipg in individuasl hand-to-hend combat.
The 2nd FPletoon succeeded in teking sbout 150 yards of the position. The
Ensmy was still in the curved portion of the position. As an attempt was
mede to close in on the remeining Germens, the enemy opened fire with a Panzer-

.faust benking the rounds off the wslls of the tranch; After seversl rounds

Jerry stopped firing; epperently having exheusted his smmunition. The 7rd

Pletocn wes ordered to asesult the Enemy position. The essesult wes pushed

home and the 3rd Plato;n ruched the trench, only to find thet the remesining

ensmy hed withdrewn out the fer end of the trench. (54)

companj "H* suffered no casuelties in taking this position, ‘Thc Bnemy's
losses included ten killed end fifteen teken prisoner. (55)

(53)(54)(55) Personsl Experience.
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The Gompahy quicklf reorgenized and moved to the far edge of:the woods.
The fim;‘w;s sbout 1530 hours. The.company wes now 400 yerds from its ob-
jacti;:,'having edvanced 800 yards and overrun two Enemy poaifions.(ﬁﬁ) {3ee
Mep C)

The woods hed become less dense and s study of the 1:25,000 mep the Company
Commender wes carrying indiceted open ground. {57}

The Company Commender decided to mlter the stteck formation; the 2nd
Fletoon, on the right, with its left flenk on the treil running parallel to
and north of the Gey roed; the 3rd Platoon would edvence in its ssctor with
its right flenk on the trail; the lst Plétoon fo follow generally estride the
trell 100 yards to the resr of the attecking platépns. The Wespons Flatoon
end Company CP followed to the reer of the lst Platoon. {58) (See Map C)

The Compeny beoen the advence st 1546 hours. The movement continﬁad fOr-
werd for 250 yerds. The right squed of the 2nd Pletoon wee taken under fire
from a position sbout 150 ysrds to its right front. The fires 6f the_Ensmw
soon swept the.grcund occupied by the 2nd Flatoon. The 3rd Platoon hed not
yet coms under fire, They crossed the treil and cems up on the left flank of
the 2nd Pletoon. The Enemy occupying the high ground had excellent fields of
fire. The Platoon Leader of the 3rd Platoon once agein showed hig sgressive~
ness. His pletoon hed not been taken under fire and he led the plstoon in e
spirited esseult of the enemy position, coming up on the Enemy Platoon's right
flenk. Thers was & Sharp sncounter, the Enemy inflicting a number of casuel-
ties on the platoon. (59) (See Map C)

The 3rd Pletoon took nineteen Germans including killed and wounded end
reduced three machine guns. (60)(61) |

. The Compeny wes ordered to reorgenize, snd at this point, the Company
Commender reslized thet sbout fifteen minutes of deylight remeined. (62)

The Compeny Commender left the Company in commend of the Platoon Leader

of the 3rd Pletoon for the reorgenization and moved north for a personal

(56) (57) (58) (59) (60) Fersomsl Experiemce; (61} A-2, p. 375; (62) Personal
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reconnaissance of the compeny objective. {See Mep D) -

The objective wes not.occupied:by the Bpemy snd the Company Commender
returned to his compeny to lesd it up on its objective. The Company closed
on the objective efter derk end begen to dig in for the night. (63)(64)

Compeny "A" occupled the trench cystem, Compeny "C" occupled the ground
in the vicinity of thé trench system. (65)

Baker Zompeny, in occupying the objective, wes pleced In a ¢lose pﬁr-
imeter defense. The lst Platocn occupied the forwsrd ssctor 2nd s portion
of the southern sector of the perimeter; the 2nd Fletoon odcupied the north
sector of the zone and the 3rd Pletoon occupled the entire rear and a portion
of the soﬁth flank of the company area. It was e tight defense with no opsn
ground between platoons. There wes no waey the Enemy could hit the Company
and tske it by surﬁrise. The Weapons Fletoon and the Commend Post Group

occupied the center of the perimeter. (66} {See Map D)
THE DEFENSE

The morning of 20 November came in cold and demp. Battelion hed not
been able to tring up smmuniticn, weter or food during the night. The Gey
read wes heevily mined #nd the Pnemy hed mctive end agressive pa?rols working
fram the north to the Gey rosd. These Enemy patrols would lsy in wait, fire
e few rounds, en0d withdraw back into the woods ?o appeer et soms other point
to repeat these snesk tectics. (67}

The men of the Compeny had dug double foxholeé. This ellowed one men
in esch hole to remsin aﬁake end ¢n the alert at all times, It tended to
meintein s higher steta of merale, except when ons of the two-men teems be-

come a casuslty.

Bscause of the rocky soil, the men sxperienced extremely tough going
when trying to "dig in" the positions. (68)

(63) Personal Experience; (64) &-2, p. 375; (65)(66){67)(68) Personal
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The Battelion Commander c¢ellsd about 1000 hours end told the Company
Commender thet the Compeny hed dons &8 fine job. The Bettalion Commsander
also stated thet Baker Compeny would support, by fire, the stteck on Gey.
This town wes within shouting distance of the Company. Elements of the
Company hed advenced to the edgs of the woods just short of the first house
of Gey the dey previcusly. Thes fog begen to 1ift from the Company position
end for the first time they could see the surrounding country and the tscticel
position it occupled. It wes a Field Artillerymesn'es dreem, From the posi=-
tion occupied by Beker Compsny, there wsze observation to the following
points: +the sress of Streb, Untermesubach, Winden, Kuffereth, Bérzbun,
Birgel, Lendorsdorf Krrutheusen and portious of Duren. This observetion
included the wooded sres between the towns end all roads in the arves, It
wes not long before the Germen begen to meke his appesrsnce In meny pleces.
Thers were couriers on motorcyéles, white ambulences, trucks unlosding
emmunition ené supplies, groups of Germen soldiers meving in end out of
clusters of houses end columns of Germens with full field equipment moving
on the roads and ecross flelds., It wes not a question ez to & target of
opportunity; i1t wee one of priority. (69) (See Map B)

The Compeny Commender celled Battelion and réported this situstion.
Battelion reported thet the 81 MM Morter Qbserver, Fiald Artillery Forward
Observer end the 4.2 Observer would bs sent to the Compeny et onces. Battelion
further indiceted there wes s serious shortage of artillery smmunltion.
There sppesred to be ell the Heinies on the Western Front ln view of Baker
but nothing to kill them with. (70)

The forward observers arrived about 1300 hours end immedistely set to
work. It wes spperent fhat the Artillery Observer would heve trouble firing
his concentretions es it wes further clarified thet the emmunition situétion
wes indeed scute, {71}

(69)(70){71} Personsl Fxperience.
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Up to now, the Eneﬁw did not resct to Beker Compsny's occupation of
this piece of ground. The Sl MM Morter Observer, the 4.2 Hortar Observer,
of the 87th CML Bsttelion snd the Forwerd Observer of the 42nd FA Battalion,
begen to fire on observed targets. They both continued to fire as iong 58
the emmunition wes evailable. (72) |

The Compeny Commender decided to meske a psrsonsl reconnaigsance of the
area to the horth end west of the company position. The sres to the north
weg reconnoitered to the point where the ground drops off. The Compeny
fommander then beck-trecked snd took the trail leading to the rear of the
compeny sres, Following the fire trail running through the compeny position,
the Compesny Commender moved up the fire trail fo a point esbout 250 yerds
west of the compeny position, There suddenly eppeesred & Garmen patrol work-
;ng i1t9 wey in from the north, passing ebout 100 yards in front of the depany
Commender. After en exchange of fire both sides discreetly retired. (732)

(See Map C) '

Dusk ceme about 1630 hours; the company closed in for the night. Battal-
jon celled and instructed Baker Compeny to send out & petrol to Compeny "C"
who hed occcupled the ground sbout 400 yerds to the north of Beker Companys
The Beker Compeny petrols would commence at 1900 hours end eontinue during
the houré of derkness with Beker Compapy patrolling on the odd hours. Charlie
Compeny would furnish contact patrols on the even hours. The rifle pletoons
furnished the petrols equelly with the order to vary the exact departurs time
esch hour. (74) (See Map D)

Dewn cams & little after 0730 hours on 1 December 1944, The Supply
Sergesnt, with his earrying party, wee still on the position; The heul from
Rbnn-ieg roed to the compeny position had teken elmost three hours. " The
bulk of supplies had baen_ammunition, with e short supply of K rstions end
weter. The emmunition was needed the most. (75)

~{72)(72){74)(75) Personel Experience.

19



A wooden fire tower stood sbout 50 yerds in the rear of the Compeny
ﬁosition. The Compeny Commender decided not to disturd this tower as long
88 the Enemy did not shell the position. Once the shelling of the position
commenced, the Compeny Commsnder would heve the tower knocked dowm. (76)

The Battelion S-3 arrivgg_g;;:’;;::; 1400 hours. He msde no stetement
88 to furthef plens for the Compeny but did indicete that the Compeny held
eﬁ extremely vitel end velusble piece of ground. (77)

The point Hof Hocherbach, justEses of Gey, wes plaéed under observetion
for soms time. The Compeny Commender felt thet this instellstion, which ine
¢luded & cluster of houses, housed at lesst & Battalion CP of the Enemy. It
weeg 1400 yerds east of the Compeny position. The Enemy was constently moving
in and about the buildings. Motoreycle courisrs, on saveral occesions, werﬁ
sesn to enter and leaye the mein building., Battelion wesg notified of this
Enemy instelletion, {78) (See Map B) |

An eir strike wes called for and e flight of P-~38's, from the IX TAC,
dive bombed the terget, scofing direct hits on the buildings. The medium
ertillery leter registered on the buildings. No.more asctivity wes obeerved
in thie installation. The remeinder of the dey psssed guietly and night closed
in on the position, bringing e cold rein. (79)

This night brought much more Enemy ectivity than the previous one. The
road west_of Gey wes interdicted ty Ensmy artillery during most of the night.
Severel Enemy petrols ettempted to pass through the Company position but were
dispersed by the locel security, using hend grenades. Enemy tenks were using
the roads in the vicinity of Gey. Our ertillery interdicted Gey with white
phosphorus. Compess azmuthe were taken on the fleshee of Eneny értillery and
reported to Battslion se shell mports. (80)

The morning of 2 December found the tactical situation of Baker Company
unchanged,. The Enemy patrols hsd been driven off during the previous night.

The wire running back to Battal ion hed been cut. Bettalion reported that

{(76){77)(78)(79)(80) Personsl Experience.
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extreme ceution should. be teken in using the Gey road.

The Enemy wee ettemptiﬁg to cut this rosd. Battalion hed succeeded in
hepiﬁg it optn. Battslion seemed sXxtremely nervous ms to the Enemy's reaction
to Beker Companyfs posltion, The Q0P set up in the compsny position was in
continuous use, All men in Beker Company were elerted to bhe ewake 30 minutes
prior to deswn end stending by in their holes for a daybresk counteratteck.
This expected counterattack did not materialize. (81)

Shortly after 1000 hours the ensmy hit. The a'l_;tack without any ertillery
preperation first hit the lst Pletoon. The Enemy drove up the wooded ares
from the eszt. The right sector of the 2nd Pletoon was then engsged. OQur
niachine guns snd mu srme immedistely opened fire, sending into the woods
to the fronts of the engaged elen‘nnt of the compeny, a deedly heil of lend.
All firing cessed within 15 minutes. The Ensmy attack had been driven off.
The Company Commender lmmedistely ordered the 2nd Flatoon to send cut a combat
petrel in the direction of the attack, This patrol had the misslon of plcking
up eny Enemy wounded snd was slso glven the Job of locsting the Enemy's dis-
poeitions to the front of the 2nd Platﬁon. The petrol wes fired upon by -
Enemy locsted 200 yards to the front of the 2nd Pletoon position., 'This Enemy
fire was reported ee intense. The patrol slso picked up several wounded, one
streggler end counted ten deed. The wounded steted thet their company,‘ num-
bering about 70, attecked with the mission of taking the position occupled
by Beker Company. Beker Company suffered no casualties in this mction. (82)
(8ee Mep D)

Enemy artillery wes first placed on the position edbout noon. A nﬁmber of °

o sounds dropped into th? compeny sres with the larger number golng over the
| ’_Q‘ééition. The concentration lested until 1230 hours, then cemsed. The casu-
aitiéa from this shelling were light as only two men were hit, (83)

At 1745 hours, the Enemy lmid it on again. This time the bulk of the

rounds fell within the compenmy position. There ware both 88 MM and 122 MM

.(81)(82) (83) Personsl Experience.
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ertillery. The 88's coming in with e sherp erack and the 122's lumbering
in behind them. The mccuracy of the Germen wag clarified by the pungent smsll
of his gun powder which completely covered the area and the emshing of the
uppesr portion of the trees which foﬁnﬂ their way earthward. For the first
time on the position, the sickening ory of "Medic® was echoed and reechoed
throughout the position. (84) |

The second atteck cemes at 1400 houras. 'I‘ha Enemy hitting the 2nd Platoon,
1st Fletoon and eestern portion of the 3rd Flatoon in a single coordinated
egsault, It was immedistely obvious that the lnimair was attempting to falna
the position by sheer weight of numbsrs. The scund of the German Mechinen
pistole, gewshr S8, and MG 42 filled the air. There ssomed to be & moment
of silence, then Beker Company replisd to this chellenge of deeth with a
deafening rosr of defience. On¢s again each men held hie ground end jsnu:rod
clip efter clip of Ml rifle snd 30 caliber macﬁine gun fire into the approech-
ing Enemy. There wae nothing the Company Commander could do. The weight of
ths fight wes squarely on ‘tha ghouidere of the individuasl riflemen. "Buker"
men war; being hit, but there wes mo cry of ®Medic". (85)

This attack stopped in the seme sudden gquietness of the morning atteck.

The men stayed in thelr holes for some tims. The Campany Commander left his

‘hole to determins the dispositions end casualties of ths compeny. The

casualties were heevy. The officer cormanding the Wespons Flatoon recelived
e small arms wound mscessiteting evecuetion. In all, en estimated thirty

man were l:illeAd or wounded ae o result of the artillery concentretion and

direct assault. (86)

Battal:l.on wes notified of the assault by the Ensmy and a requast wes

--.g\ada to pick up Beker Compsny's litter ceses. It was not econsidsred tmetic~

"(a-lly sound to use any of the Bsker Compeny men to effect the evacuation.

The strength of the company at this time was two officers and egixty enlisted
men, The Pisld Artillery Forward Observer was called to the reaer to e
(84) Machinen pistole - mechine pistol, MP 40; Gewehr 98 - gtanderd Germsn

rifle, bolt operefed Meuser design; MG 42 - mechine gun. (85)(86) Personel

Expsrience.
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decorated. FHip enlisted essistent remeined on the pesition to cerry on in
ths forward observer role, The 8L MM end 4.2'm Mortar Forward Qbservers
remained with the company. (87)

The Battelion Commender called back ebout 1600 hours snd wanted to know
the situstion. The Enemy srtillery was coming in rether besvy. The Battalion
Commender wee so informed. A reguest wes made for reenforcements as the
Company Commender felt thet this position could not be held under repsated
ettack. During this conversation, the Company Commender reguested permission
to move the company to an slternets or supplementary position. The Battalibn
Commendsr most emphetically said "You will hold the plece of ground you now
oceupy, at all costs. " The Bettslion Commender ended the conversation -
stating thet the company's position would be reinforced by & platoon of Tenk
Destroyers from thes 803 TD Battalion, as the Gey roed wes in the process of
being clesrsd. The Battalion Commander further steted thet the Compsny Com-
mander should tsll the men they were going to be relisved on the next day.
The Compeny Commander did not tell the men this mews as he considsred the
effect on morale, if the relief wee delayed. (88)

Shortly after 1515 hours, the enemy shelling ceesed. Twsnty minutes
later, intermittent shelling from a single SO MM Morter, began. Approximstely
twanty rounds fell on the position. The maximum rengs of this weapon wee
licted as 570 ysrds., There were no casuelties from this fire, even though
come rounds dropped within ten yards of some personnel. (89)(S0)

One of the 81 MM Morter Observer Tesm, a Sergeant who hed been with
the Regiment since D-doy, asked permission to be sent to the resr es he felt
.thet he wee going to be killed. This men wae not mentally exheusted and he
wee told to return to the OP. This men was killed by e shell fragment within
fivé minutes efter returning to hie position. Another soldier wag sent by
one of the platooms, to the Compeny CP as a mentel exhausilon case. This man

(87)(88){89) Personel Experience; (90) A-8, p. Vil:= 13;
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was sllowed to remain st the GPrand his subsequent mctions left nc doubt as
to his sectuel mentel condition. Eb.was evacuated as his condition wese
sffecting the rest of the men in the compeny. (91)

The cold and demp weather wes having 1ts telling effect on the men of
Compsny "E®* The nights wers sspacislly bed ss the snow aﬁd gleet brought
incressed herdship. Most of the men did not retein the long overcoat as it
was considered too bulky =nd did not give freedom of movement. (92)

Extreme cere hed to be exercised when issuing the X ratioﬁ. The braak;
fast retion was most in demsnd because it confained the deily coffee issue.
If the retion lssue was not closely supervised, a few of the men would drew
all the breskfest retions in order to obtsin the coffee. (93)

Compeny "A", which wes following the progress of the Enemy ettack over
the rsdio snd wire, called to obtain clssrence on twelve Beker Company
reenforcements and supplies which hed been stopped on the ®A" Company position
pending the final outcome of the atteck. These welcame sdditions srrived on
the compsny position et 1500 hours. (94) | |

. Darkness hed arrived as the Tank Destroyer Flatoon closed into its
sssembly sres 200 yerds west of the ¢ompeny position. (95) (See Map D)

The pétrols continued on the odd hours to meintain contect with Compeny
wo® . on the left. Compemy"A" remsined in the trench system. (96)

The Germen continued his shell ing during the night. Shortly after mid-
night there wes 2 lull in the firing. The Tenk Deatroyer Flatoon which had
remeined in defilede in resr of the company, started warming up the ir enginaz,
The Compsny Commander immedistely left his hole aﬁd went to the Tank Destroyer
position. The destroyers had not et moved out. The Lieutenant informed the
Compeny Commender thet he had orders to teke his platoon to the resr to "ges
up®. There was nothing the Company Commsnder could do to stop thie withdrawsl.
The Company Commander returned to the campany position and called the Battelion
Commsnder. The Battelion Commander stated thaet the Tenk Deatroyers hed no
(91) Personel Experience; (92)(93) Fersonal Experience; (94)(95}(96) Personel
Experisnce.
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suthority to leave the position end they would be ordered to return at once.
(97)

The sound of racing motors cerries grest distances et night. Ths Fnemy
ususlly rescted by throwing quantities of steel in the estimated direction of
the armored sounds. The Germen, being methodical; respondﬁd by stepping up
his barreges on the company pesiticns.

At 0200 hours 3 December, Battalion called and reported thet Baker
Company, in its previous efternoon's action hed repulsed a Bettalion sttack
against the position. Further intemogation of prisoners reveeled that the
Enemy wes as defermined to take the position ms we were to hold it. Battalion
ordered that all men bs alerted in their holess &8 & night attack was sxpected.
(98}

At 0330 hours, the machine gun loceted in the southwest corner of the
3rd Fletoon's srea opened fire. The msn of the 3rd Flatoon started firing
towerd the southwest., The Company Commender went to the 3rd Platoon mechine
gun. Ths gunnsr sfated that & "lot of Jerrys are in the woods", The Enemy
would oﬂ& fire occesionally and when he did, he wes immedistely teken under
fire., The Company Commender geve the ordsr to "cemsse firs", Aafter we‘iting
ebout fifteen minutes, the Compsny Commender éa]_led to the men in ths next
hole end told them to follow him out. The woods were rsconnoitersd to the
trail that led to the Company “A" trench system. Within this aree there were
et lesst fifteen German cesuelties. Most of them were dead. The wounded
weras brought to thel company position. Ons of the wounded wee Polish. He
talked freely. He steted that his company hed just been moved into the line
for this night atteck. (99) (Seé Map D)

The Battelion Commender celled agein et 0400 hours to inform Baker
Company thet = Plétoon of Tenks from the 70th Tenk Battelion would be in direct
supporf of Baker Compeny and would bs mveilable ebout 1000 hours. As the Bat-
telion Commander wes esking the Compsny Commendsr about his supply require-

(97)(98)(99) Personsl Experience.
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. .
ments, snother heevy concentratioﬁ fell on the Company. The wire lime to
Bettelion wes knocked out, This wes the fourth time the lins hed gone out,
The Compeny Commender had reqguested Battelion to put in en alternete line on
the night of 1 December snd this wes in operation by noon on 2 December,
The three man wire teem, attached to Baker Ccmpaxny to repair the lines, hed
been mirsing since the night of 1 Dacember when they went cut to repair the
line., The lins wes later found to be cut end American equipment lay close
by. The communicetions Sergesnt switched the FE-8 to. the alternate line end
contect with Bettelion wee effected. (100) .
| Shortly before dawn thes artillery on the position inereessd in intensity.

Every men in ths Compeny realized whet wes sbout to heppen. The reen.forcé-
ments had brought lerge gquantities of emmunition .and each two men fox hole
was e virtuel ars_enel. The machine gunners hsd relosded ammunition belts by
hend snd sach man waited for dewn. (101}

Just after dewn the artillery stoi;ped. ‘lithiz_l e few minutes, there wes
e greet emount of singing in the woods northesst of the lst and 2nd Flatoons.
- Instently it became apperent thet the Germen wes once sgain attacking_ the
positicn. This time the singing elerted Baker Compeny rether then ﬁhe whine
of his bullets. The men remained quiet until the first of the Enemy weas
observed coming in sbout fifteen yarde in front of the 2nd Fletoon. The
2nd Plefoon comnended by & feerless Staff Sergeent blested ths Enemy with
megnificently controlled fire, fThe Enemy was stopped desd in his trecks. (102}

Almost immedietely the let Platoon was blested by fire from the Enemy.
The Enemy Company sttscking the lst Flatoon position ceme from the eest on
the doubls, The first wave wrs esgily dispatched but the second wave canlze
into hend grensde distence of the Company end started heaving the Stielhand~
grenetes into the lst Pletoon positions. A number of these grenades found
their merk. The 4.2 Chemicel Bettellon Forwsrd Observer was emong those

(100)(101){102) Personel Experience.
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wounded. This atteck egeinst the let Platoon wes stopped whiie the bodies
of the Germen desd lay within arm'snreach of the fox holes. (103) (104)

Coincident with the sttecks agains.t the 2nd end 1st Fletoons, the Enemy
begen to come out of the woods from the south egainst a portion of the 3fd
Flstoon. The morters kept up their constent firing on the likely svenues
of approsch, dropping rounds 150 yeards in fronf of .the rerimeter. Fech morter
covered the ground in front of & pletoon sector.

fs soon ss the atteck had been beaten off, Ensmy tanks began to fire on
the Compeny from positions in the town of Gej. There were two tenks engmged
in this firing end it wee impoesible to get e line on them es the Germen wa;ss
interdicting the position with artillery =2nd mortsr fire. {105) (éee Map D)

The Gompeny Commsnder celled Bettelion for emmunition, especially 60 M
mortar &nd mschine ‘gun. Battelion seid the.t. the tenks wers bringing up
food and smmunition to the Compeny snd they should srrive shortly.' The tanks
etopped in defilede to the reer of the Compeny shortly after 1100 houre.

The Compeny ims resupplied. The men hed their first full éll‘otment of "K"
rations end weter since 1 December. {106)

The Tenk Pletoon Leedsr sent his Pletoon Sergeent as limison between
the Tenk Flatoon end the Beker Compeny Commender. The Sergeent stayed with
the rifle ¢ompeny and rendered invelueble mssistence. {107) .

About 1200 hours the Enemy opened with mmell erms fire on the 1st
Pletoon. The limison Sergeent of the Tank Pletoon wae told to bring a tank
up the fire treil end fire on the Enemy in fromt pf the lst Fletoon. WwWithin -
o few minutes the tenk hed accomplished its miseion. (108)

Bettalion cslled and seid that Cherlie Compeny was ordsred to ﬁove
south after derk to protect the north flank of the Battalion. This brought
~ Cherlie Company into position to the left reer of Baker Company. The move to
be accomplished after derk, ms the Epnemy had excellent observation and fire
{103} A-B, p. VII95. Stielhandgrenete; high explosive stick grahade.

(104)(105)(106) (107)(108) Personsl Experience.
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coverage of the entire sector. Ths remsinder of the sfternoon wes spsnt
jﬁmping in and oﬁt of the holes.. The snsmy begen to fire 120 MM mortars.
These shelle ceme in without eny prior warning end the sghell creter wes shellow,
The concussion end blast effect was terrific. The Pletoon Leader of the Zrd
Pletoon occupied a double fox hole with his runner, A 120 MM mortsr landed
Just outsicie his hole. The two men wero.in.the hole together. The blest
effact of the shell killed the Tunner instantly and the Fletoon Leader wsas
dazed, During the efternoon the pletoon suffered ten cesuelties from shelling.
The Compeny Commander and the Flatoon Laader of the third pletoon wers hit by
ghell fregments. The Flatoon lLesder wes wounded seriously enocugh to be evac-
ueted, The Compeny Commender's wound was very slight. Losling the Flatoon
Lepder of the 3rd Fletoon meant thet the ccﬁpany Commander wes the only officer
left to the compemy. (109) (110) |

At 1430 hours, twenty-seven Ensmy eircreft flew over. the position from
the east ei; 500 feet mand turmed south in the direction of the town of Hurtgen.
They did nc}t fire on the position. (111) |

'erissién wag again esked of Bettalion to move to enother position. The
ground the camj:eny occupled wes thoroughly untenable, The Compeny Commander
further steteﬁ thet he did not heve sufficient men to hold the position egeinst
another hsevy sttack, Batt:alion told hlcer'company to hold 1ts present
position. _(112) N l

Along about dusk B German ceame welking into the position weving a safe-
conduct pess. This masn was = hundred percent omse of bettle fatigus, Do
wore no helmet, in spite of the fact thet the shells were coming in every few
minutes. Ons of the men brought him over to the Company Comuender, He was
positively numb, There wes no immediete evacuetlon to the resr so the German
was told to get into & hole, He would stey in his hole only if the Company
A Commender wes ::I.n his hcle. When the Compeny Commender checked the positions,

{109)A-2, p. 375; '(110)(11_1)(112) Personsl Experience.

28



or left the commend hole, the Germsn would follow. (113)

At 2100 hours, both wire lines went out. The Compeny Commender wishing
_to contect Bettslion end esk for more officers end men went back to Able
Compeny. The self-appointed PH followed and wes left. st Able Company. (114)

The tenk lisison Sergesnt wes told to kmock down the fire tower to the
resr of the compeny. This weg cocTrdinated with the ertillery shelling of
Gey. The tower though 100 ..:t‘eet high was made of wood end ceme down in s few
minutes. (115)

The dewn of 4 December found the r_omnanta of Beker COﬁpany still holding
the position. The entire night hed been spent in the holes. There wers no
2id men left in the compan,v-. They hed all been either killed or wounded.
Bettelion celled in to inform the C'ompanyx Commander thet ome pletocn, con-
slisting of oﬁa officer and thirty two men fram Cherlie Compsny wes being sent
to reinforce Bsker Company. Reker Company would remein on the position. The
Compsany cmer counted the men of Beker Campeny end found & totel of 34
remerining. The lst Pletoon hed eight men, the 2nd Plstoon had two men, the
Zrd Pletoon hed ten men and the Wespons Piatoon end Compeny Hesdquerters hed
a totel of fourtsen men, including the Compeny Commender. The Waapéns Flatoon
hed the two 1light mechine guns snd ome mortsr. The other two morters were
knocked out by direct hits. (116)

 There wes herdly e tres stending in the Compeny sres by 1200 hours.
Shortly sfter 1200 hours the sghelling sleckensd and the Company comandort_
rordered the desd to be stacked in the area to the resr of fhe previocus loc-
ation of the fire tower., The welking wounded wers sent back. There wers &
number of litter ceges. The Compeny Commender decided to ‘evacl'.uate. the woﬁnd-
ed on the teank which wes bringing up suprlies to Békar Compeny. (117)

The tenk arrived at 1300 hours;‘ the suppliss hed been unlosded and the
first wounded wers being loaded on the beck “deck when the Germen threw five

rounde of 88 MM into the front srmor of the tenk. Seversl members of the

(113){114) (115){116) (117) Personel Experience,
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crew "beiled out®. The Compeny Commender immedietely celled for =smoke in
front of the poeition; it errived within e few minutes. The Tenk engina
wag still running, The tsnk wes put in reverse end becked over the hill
into defilede. {118)

At 1500 houre, eighteen men errived fromICharlie Compeny. Tha re-
meinder hed become cesuglties before they mede thé full distence., Thase men
were placed into the 2nd Fletoon's position ee m pletoon. (119) .

An enginser squed from the 4th Division Engineers arrived snd ﬁas given
the mission of plaéing wire snd enti-personnel mines in front of the lst and
2nd Pletoon fronts, (120)

The shelling wes terrific the'rest’of the day. The Enemy threW'évéry-
thing from 50 MM morters to 150 MM Artillery on the position. (lél)

“all the forward observers had been either killed or wounded. This in-
cluded ths 81 MM morter of "D* Compeny; the 4.2 inch morter of the 87 CML
Bettelion and 105 MM srtillery of the 42nd Field. (122)

The night of 4~5 December, Bsker Compsny wes ordered to withdraw frﬁm

the position. Twenty-two survivors welked out., Some wers wounded. (123)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In sttempting to Jjustly weigh the overall sction of Beker Company on
this operation, let us first reflect on the order of the day awsrded the

ecmpany by the FOURTH INFANTRY DIVISION: (. =~ - -

CRDER OF THE DAY
NUMERR e s e s ees08
Co. B, 12th Infantry
on 29 November 1944, Co. B, 12th Infantry, ettecked and seized
the high ground west of Gey, Germeny. During this attsck the com-
pany drove in the outpost of a strong Germen poeition. The compeny

(118) (119)(120) (121) (122} (123) Perscnal Experience
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then stormed an entrenched Germen position strongly defended by
mechine guns end mechine pistols supported by mortar fire, fThe
company rapldly reorganized and pushad on to itz objective, capturing
three machins-~gun nests west of Gey. After dsrk, the compeny dug

in on the high ground on the edgs of the woods overlooking Gey. :

Considereble ertillery, morter and tank fire was placed on the
position each day. On 2 December 1544, a counterasttack was besten
off with heavy loeses to the ensmy. On 3 December 1944 a fresh Ger-
men battelion made a dewn ettack supported by a hsavy concentration
of artillery and tenk fire sgeinst the position but failed to take
it. On the afternoon of 3 Decembar 1944, the constant heevy enemy
fire ceused numercus cesusltiea inoluding all of the company's
officers, ’

During this time the company evacuated 1te own wounded to a
forwsrd aid stetion. Despite the disorganization caused by the loss
of sy psrsonnel, the compeny still held the original ground when 1t
was Tslieved on the morning of 5 December 1844,

The Division Commander desires to commsnd esch officer end en-
listed msn of Co. B, 12th Infantry, for euch outstanding performance
of duty during & most vital =2ction.

(124)

Both Regimant snd Eattalion felt that Beker Company hed acecomplished
its mission. The cost, 28 messured in ceguslties, wes extremely high. The
individuasls who went through the inferno of Hurtgen could not repeuﬁ such
én experience meny timss., A word description of the existing conditions of
terrein, weather and the Enemy is most insdequate in many respsctes,

Due oredit should be given to the individual riflemen. He was coureg-
eous in his devotion to duty. During the entire pericd of the opsration
only ona soldier ssksd permission to go to the rear. This men was killed the
sams dey. Oﬁo other soldier wes ssant to the reer because of mentel exhaus-
tion., To kaep this second soldier on the position would have haﬁ an extremely
bad effect on the other men, An officer should be gquick to recognize e gcom~

bet fatigue cese. This msan hed discardsd his equipment, including his

helmet. FHe set on the edge of his hole sheking end stering into space. He
made no ettempt to get down in his hole when the Compeny wes shelled.
The attack on 29 November tock on the form of ®"rolling up the cerpst®.

The Enemy expected en &tteck from the south and mede hisz disposition.

(124) A-2, p. 375



accordingly. Actuelly hs wes flenked ascross his entire front. It was
feasible to rotate the pletoons often in this attack on 29 November.
The Company, being in column, wss resdily meneuvered end control wes
maintained. The Company sought to complete its mission and did not prsss
the sttack to the north efter the first resistance withdrew to the north.
Control in woods 1s extremely difficult. Bettallion, Companies end Y

Flatoons, when ettacking, normelly edvanced in column. Control is the dom- ﬂpﬂ

inating fector.

When ettecking, contect wes seldom 1f ever mainteined with units on the
flenks. This was not & hemlthy situstion. The sectors assignsd to units
end the formetions of the smaller units further developed the violetion of
flank contact. Flank security and local protection was maintained. At the
seme time it was necesssry to decentreslizs control with.the weight of res-
poneibility for the bulk of sattack docisionsrrosting with the leaders of
Bettelions, Compenies snd Plstoons.

The S1 MM Mortars were used es supporting fires in the majority of
supported fires. The Infentry morters proved to be exceptionally effactiv§
in woodz es the high curved trajectory.of the projectile ceused the round to
come into the terget wverticelly.

BakeT Company used & perimeter defense when it 1nitielly occupled its
objective on 29 November. &ll round defense 1s of prime icportance in woods.
Many times depth will be secrificed in order to retein this protection frem
en satteck coming from an unknown direction. Once the Enemy hed mede his
commitment it is extremely difficult for the defender to move into sn slternste
or supplemsntery position. Control of individusl riflemen is & distinct
problem. An intelligent Enemy will probe until he hes loosted & wesk polnt
in the defense and he will use his force sgeinst this weskmess.

In the defense, active =nd eggressive contact was meintained with units

bn the flanks. Baker Company ceused patrols to be sent out deily while in
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this defensive position. Howsver, sfter the Enemy begen hitting the position
with counterettmcks, the petrolling wes no longer ordersd. |

Coffee is one of the most importent items in the "K" ration. The "E“
retion is insdequete in this respect as the coffee is 1ssued only in the
breekfest unit, XEsch unit of ths "K® ration should contein at least two
coffee servings. Thisg would glve the men sn adequate emount of thie stim-
ulent. 1In eddition, the Quartermsstsr should prepare, for issue,‘packages
conteining twenty-five coffee units.

The combat uniform, in the Hurtgen, wes not satisfasctory. The‘winter V//
weather wrs cold end wet; sometimes turning to snow. The long overcoat was '
too bulky 2nd cumbersome, I{ ebsorbed water snd became increasingly heevy.
Meny men discerded the overcoat in favor of & series of jackets. A cambst

uniform, of the type isesued by the Armored Force, conelsting of a jecket
snd pents, should be issued to the Combet Infentryman. This uniform should
contein individumsl stowsge pockets. Stowege sections should be provided
for esch soldler to cerry eight hendgrensdes,

The Commender should ﬁékb use of 2]l esvslleble meens of commuﬁicafion.
Wire snd messenger were the primary merns of communicrtion. The Rifle
Compsnies and Battalion coopersted in keeping the wire intsct end operafing
between these two units. The leying of edditionsl wire lines into & posi-
tion will insure that conteect with higher heedquerters is meintained. Wire
should be marked with en identifying color et 100 yerd intervals. This
would give both the Commender snd the Communicetion Fersonnel sn indication
of distence trevelled. This would be eapeciallf hélpful in woods or Jungles.

Lisicon between units as smwll as Rifle Compenies and Tenk Pletoons is
highly desirable, The sttached unit should furnish the lieison. The Tank
Platoon Sergeent performed in a.superior mannef end adequate coordination
was effected.

Pecause of the difficulty of maintaining snd protscting supply réutes,

retions were substituted for water or emmunition wes sent forwsrd in lieu of
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" bedding rolls.
Sufficient meps should be furnished to include distritution teo the

Rifle Company Pletoon Leedsrs. The supply of meps in thie operstion wes

inrdequete, both 8 to quentity end deteiled physicel coverage of the terrain.

LESSONS

1. Officer lesders must bte well forwerd in order to properly control an
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atteck in heevy woods.

2. Communicatione ere vital to the lower Commender. Every meens avelleble
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ghould be employed.

%« Double foxholes 8re conduslve _to higher @ morale send efford protaction

B

equsl to single foxholes,

4, Foxholes should always be covarad with limbs anﬁ earth in order to glive

VN

occuppnts protection from tree bursts and air burste.
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Da Equel distribution of mlssions should be given to ell units. Do not

P Ly T C TIPS

favor ope unit over another. Have s schedule and stick by it.

Be Gontinue or push home the attack wlth a fresh unit reconstitute &
support immediately.

7. Meks full usa of all Wesapons. Uhﬂerstand the cspebllities of wespons.
8. hﬁeturning individual° should be placed in their originel pletoons.

9. Effect prompt relief of units. A bedly “torn up® unit tekes much longer

to regain top ttlefield efficiency.

10. Meke the individusl fire his weepon.



