General Bubjeots Seotion
ACADENIC DERARTMENT
THE INTANTHY BOCHOOL

Fort Benning;«Georgia

# ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSE
1948 « 1949

ZHE OPERATIONS OF THE B2D AIRBORNE DIVISION
ARTILLERY {82D AIRBORNE DIVISION) IN THE <
LIR%GR&& LANDINGS NEAR 87 MERE HGLISE, FRANCE
& = & JUNE 1944 |
' {NORMANDY CAMPAIGK)
(Porsonal Hxperience of e Division Artillery
Communiocations Offiocer)

‘igv‘.

Type ef ngaratisﬁ dssorived: GLIDER ARTILLERY
IN LANﬁX&QS, ASOEMBLY, AND IRITIAL SUFPPORT

Q&ptaiu Tony J. Baidl, Infautry
AD?&%QXB INFANTRY OFFICERS CLASS RO.IX



7 OF CONTENTS

Xn&exiﬂét'»oti’iogot$ftan.‘ao«vtéio_ﬁcoioo@ycp«;-|-4t$oqc

' Bibliégzaphyotsatqtaa-ti»#to*t‘ott-tvta0&'39**#0&#**0’0
;

Zﬁ%rﬁductiﬁn....a¢¢,n..:,...¢»‘§.;¢a¢-,.¢¢a¢.-;..s»*rs.

Nﬁrﬁaﬁ&y;-a-:uoas;av1ou-t§t¢qv9¢oi¢tttﬁ¢a§0i€¢¢»ttcv»n.

%ha Enﬁmy 8itu&tioﬁ¥049it!!.t’vﬁgfg‘!00!#‘&90&94&0‘%600

The kzlie& Pl&af&ﬁtit“08"0&*00C.-&‘QCI".&".‘&‘&‘OGO"

R
A -+ B - SRS I A Eﬁ

The Divizion Situation.,.cvawscvsessvascccrertvnressaves
The Division ATEL116TY SEtUGION.ssseocevsorserscrssves 18
The &rtiller& Plan Of A0L1OD. . escanssurvssmnsocossences LY
The Parachute Elemenld in A0LiOh.evseececssncrnieracenry 18
The Advance GLider Blement...cveseeccsssssncsssnscocess B0
The MAin BOGYesoessssenrassossssonerseeoassononencanss Bl
Analysis and Oritlolsmicicisveracrcecsnsrascssverovaves 38
LBBEONBac.ernssovarnsnenttroctesrosassvuvenvasionssases 4B
Map 4 = Enemy Dispositions - Cotsntin Peninsula

Eag B ?hé Allied Plan

Map €
Map D - The Divieion Plan

The Artillery Lendinge

4

Routes snd Depariure Flslds

3

Mep E
Hap ¥

The Situation on P plus 1



Ard

A=3
A4

A5

A=T

A8

4=

Ax10

A~11

2R3 %:

A=l3

A-14

BIBLIQGRAPHY

Invegion of Western Europe Pars 1

{6 June to 31 Dscembsr 1944}

Department of Military Art and Engineering

U, 8. Military Aosdemy, West Polint, N,Y., 19%6
(TIS Librery) _ \

Crusade iﬁ Eﬁrape
By General Dwight D, Bisenhower
{Personzl possession of the author)

The Enoyolopaedis Britannioa
Yolume 18, pages 493494
{TIB Librery)

Uteh Beaoh to Cherbourg (6 June to 27 June 194&)
Historical Division, Department of the Army
{TIS Library!}

Annex lg t0 Fisld Order &, Hesdquerters 824 Airborne
Divislon, APO 469, U.S8.Army, deled 28 Nay 1944
{TI8 Libvrary)

Annex 1h{2) to Field Order 8, Headquarters B2a Airborns
Division, AP0 489, U,.8.Army, datsd 28 Mey 1948
(PIS Library)

&irharnefﬁarrara
By Mejor Gehersl Jameg M. Gavin _
(Personel possession of the author)

First anitea States Army, Beport of Operaticns
(20 October 1943 to 1 August 1944} (TI8 Library)

Operation Neptune, The 824 Airbowme Divigion in Noxmandy
{6 June to & July I94#) Historicesl Nerrative by the 824
Alrborxne Division '

(Personsnl possession of the author)

Field Order 6 (Revised) Headquarters, S84 Airborne Division,
APO 469, U. 8, Army, deted 28 May 1944 (TIS Librery) '

Appendiz B, Fisld Order 1, Headquarters, IX Troop Carrier
Command, deted 18 May 1944k (IS Librery)

Sagae of the AlYl Ameriocan
Published by the B88& Alrborne Division Asen, Inc. 1948
{Personal possession of the author)

Annex 6, {artillery! Revimed Copy to Pield Order ©,
Headguarters 824 Airborne Division, ‘dated 28 May L9944
(Personal possession of ths a&thﬂrs :

884 Alirborpe Division in Siciﬁi and Italy
(9 July 1943 to 22 January 194%) .
Historiosl Harrative by the 6824 Alrborne Division
{Personal posssession of the author)

8



4-15
416

aA=1T

Awl8
A=19

4-20
A8l

A«Qa

Annex 3 (Alr Movement Table) 1o ?ield Ordsr 8
Headquarters B2& Airbormse Biviaisn, dated 28 May 1944
(I8 Library)

Leaéing ﬁa&i?asﬁa, Qperation Neptune, Hesdouarters and
Headquarters Batltery, 824 Alrborne Divigion Artillery
{Personal possession of the suthor)

Operstion Neptune, Esadguarters IX Troop Carrier Commend
7 July 1944 {TIS Library!

Preliminary Operations around the ls Fiere Bridgehead

Nerderst River, Normandy, Regé&@ntal $§aﬁy Rumber 5
By Colonel 8, L., A. Marshell
{T1s hibrary}

Capture of 8t Mere HEglise
Regimentsl Study Number 6
By Colonel 8, L. A. Marshell
{TIS Library)

Employment of Fleld Artillery during Invesion of Normandy
Army Ground Forces Observer's Report
1 Auguet 1984

By Lt Colonel Edwin Hartshorn J», FA

{TIE Library)

Airborue Phease Qperation Neptune
¥ay Department Cbserver's Report
1 July 1944

By Colomel Bruce W, Bidwell, GB8¢
{TIS Livrery)

Report by the Supreme Commander to the Combined Chiefs of
3taff on the Operations in Burope of the Allisd Expeditionary
Foroe, & June 1844 to 8 May 1945 (TIs Libr&ry)



THE OPERATIONS OF THE 88D AIREBORNE DIVISION
ARTILLERY {62D AIRBORNE DIVISION) IN THE
AIRBORNE LKNQIKG& NEAR 8T MERE EGLISE, FRANCE

6~8 JUNE 1044 :
{NORMANDY CAMPATGN)
(Par&cna& Experience of a Divigion &rtillery
Compunisations O0fficer)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph vovers the operations of the 824 Airhorme
Divigion kxtiilery, 824 Airbo:np Division, in the airborne phase
of the Battle of Normendy, France, &8 June 19%4.

In order to oriext the resder it is nscessary to discuss
briefly the wilitary and pelitical events which led up to the
oross-Channel invasion of the meinland, |

In June of 1940, the Nazis had soundly defeated the British
aﬁd French st Dunkirk, and could look aeross from Calais at the
white oliffs of Dover. This was to be their exultant privilege
for four years, These four years, however, had wrought a cone
siderable change in their situation, Whereas in 1940 they had
messured the short dlstance aocross the chennel as & gosl for
Surthex conguest, they now measured the nesrness of the Allied:
might, poised for an invasion, which, with the exception of when
and where, weé net coneeeled from them, {1} |

The fortunes of war had forced the .Germans 10 assume & de-
fensive attitude on the Russisn front, 15 Italy they were sglso
on the defensive. Bub, in their eyes, the Ruseien Army wee still
the greatest thresi, cousequently, thelr strategy wes based upon
containing and defeating the croaswchaﬁnél 1nvasi¢n forees, and

then concentrating on the defeat of Russia. (2)

(1) a=1, p. 1~3; (2) &1, p.5
.



For acoompllishing the total defent of Gaymany, U. 8, strat-
egy oconceived, us early es 1948, & plan for the crose-Channel
inyaéiéﬁ of the European meiniand, using'thé British lsles as &
bese. {3) British Prime Minister Winston Churchill opposed this
plen from the time of its inception, but at the Teheren Ucufer-
ence in Devember 1543, it was decided that the Overlord Plan,
which wes she o0ode name for the oross~-Chennel invaeion, would be
mounted and léuncheé in May or June of 1944, with Gsneral Dwight
D. Eisenhower as Supreme Commander of allied see, air, and langd. (M)

Strategically, the mounting of Overlord was made feasible
by two ﬁcaﬁrreacaa of mejor importance. First, the Battle of
the gtl&n?io had been won by the Allles, American ships now had
uninterrupted pesasge anywhere in the Atiantie. Secﬁndiy; the
strategic bombing of Germeny's war industries had been very ef-
tective, and'thé once mighty Luftwaffe had been appreciably sub-
dued. (5) | :

The firsﬁ'step.in tie Overlord Plan was t0 land on the
3br$andy.eaast and establiah & base for further opsrations.(8)

| NORMANDY

Normandy, & province of old France, had had a turbulent
history for some 1400 yemrs from the time it wes conquered by
Clovis through the Hundred Yesrs' War and its congquest by the
¥rensh in &%50; {7} 'The Normans of 1944 were known $o be poiit-
loalily raaatio#afy; agrieulturael, snd sntagonisiic o strong
authorivy. Cellaborationists had made very little headway in
this §rovin¢e. {8) ‘

The ganerai £0pégraghy ¢f the major portion of Normandy,
the Ghérba&rg Peninsula {synonymously referred to as th§ Cotentin

{3} A~8, p. 138; (4] A~2, p. 19%, 198, 206; (5) a~1, p, 3;
(5§ A~g, p. BEB; (Tg A=3, p. H93; {8) A#5, p.&. ’v
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¥ehinsﬁla), is pede up of high ground backing the city of Chers
bourg, ané-aizanding generally both saat nnd west, The south
helf br Cotentin, which is of parfloular interest for the pur~
pas§ of this n#rzativa, is ganerally low and drained by the Douve
River, and ite princigsl trlbutary, the Mepderet, into the ses

" et Cerenten. The entire valley of the Douve is aharﬁoterized by
broad alluvial areas subjsot to inundation. The higker ground is
generally in mixed &griculfara, pasturags, and smell orchards,

The fields ere smell. ﬁvgn the larger ones are hardly more than
150 by 350 yards. 4All fields are bowdered by very thick hedges,
trees, and earth embenkmente. The road network is generally ex-
sellent, As t0 precipitation, thers is no wet or 4ry season, but
dus to the nature of the soil, there is little evaporation; cone
sequently, the ground is ueually soeked. Winda are not severe in
the summer but vary in direction. Aversge tempersture for ths

| perisd ﬁawauly is epproximately 60 degrees. OCloud and fog con~
Gitions, which are of perticular interest to alrborans foroes, are
generally unfevorable for night operations in that the oloud level
at night is gensrally very low, and land fog conditions frequently
limit visibility tc.&lmOSt zero. (9}

Germen oivillen end army morale by June of 1944 was grim,
dater&insﬁ, end high., This waa & morals born of desperation,
and contributing tﬁérazé were several faotors. Allieé air atiaok
had failed to bresk home morele, the defense in Italy was holding
the Allied aavance'ta & sneil's pace, and the German /AYmy had
just esoaped from somplete dafsat gt Stalingrsd. {10} Hitler also.
1ot it be known through ell propagands outlets that &aarat weapons

{8} A=5, p.3=5; (10]) a~5, p.3.
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which would wreck havoe on the enemy were forthcoming. (11}

The snemy had approximately 320 divisions of all kinds et
this time, many of whioh were greatly undsrstrength an&‘ill |
sguipped, The German Alr Foroe was estimated at_5300 planes of
all types. (1B} Of the Army divisions, 53 were estimated to be
in the Wesl, and were Kpown to be under the very capable command
of Field Marshal Rommel. {13) Tne planes presumably available
0 rapel invaéian pumbsred 2966, (14}

There were three enemy divisions on the Gotentin Peninsuls
which were of immediate congern to the 824 Airvorne Division,
end VII Corps in general. (Map &) The Germen 2434 snd 70%th
Infantry Divisions, both statio®, were stationed sirstegisslly
over the length snd breadth of the penimsula. The 3lat Luft~
lsnde {&irborne) Diviaion mede its appsaianca ig 8¢ Sauveur ie
Vigombte and vicinizy in the latter part of Mey, thereby cmusing
& change in plens for the 824 Airborns Division. (15)

The status of supply., training, and combat effiéien&y of
the Geman {4ivisions was in varying Jdegrees from poor in the
static divisions to good in the Slst. The etatic divisions were
undserstrength, short on equipment, lnexpsriencsed ze uniis, and
gontained &argé nunbers of Avatrians, Bavarisns, Poles, and
Hussigns, Thelr morale was not high, nor was their physioa&'oen-
dltion goed, but s long as they were ocoupying their preparsd
positions, they were expected to fight well, which they did. The
$let Division wss mobile, had armor. and the 6th Parachute Hegl-~
ment attae&aé,'and constituted a formidable foe, (16)

Anti-girborne defenses in the intended areas of elrborne

operations, as far as passive measures were oconcerned, were in

*Unable to move with thelr organioc transportation.

- {11} Personsl knowledge; (12) A-1, p.5-6; {13) &~8, p. 1j
(14} A5, p, 5=8; (15] A~4, p. 6-7; (18} A=8, p. 3%,
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varicus 5zagaaior oompletion, and were installed in varying
degraen of %hérnughn&ss, epparently didta%aﬁ by the efficiency
and %hcraughue%a of the locel vommander., The priﬁcipai cbaiacie
was "Eo&malwapkrgel", Literally transleted this is Rommel-
aapaﬁagua, and?canaisﬁeé of poles in the possible drop end lande
 ing zones, wired together and connected to mines and verious
booby-traps, The latter refinement, in most instances, howevar,
had not bsen agdad¢ {17} 1In sddition there were preparsd mine
fields, but iném@at instances the minea were not armed. It was
our custon talgtuéy the daily photogrephs for livs stoek in
pasturage . Byfthig we wers able t0 ascertaein which aress cone
tained armed é#molitiaaé. The faundation of the river bottous
formed the m&s? effective obstacle. (16}

A &n active peans of aati~airberaé &eraﬁsa, the enemy had
eszabliaﬁeé'stétic warning posts, organiza& agti-~airvorne petrols,
end engsged in frequent anti-airborne training exercises. (19)
Mebile stxiking forces were ¢rganized and artillsry supparting
fires wers planned, but i1t was to be brought out by laeter events
thaet the Infentry-Artillery sstion was not well coordinated, (20)

The ground forces to be employed formed the Zlst Army Group
uwnder the GQewéﬁionél commend of British General Sir Bernard L.
Montgaxary; (Ei} The nmission of the Rlat Army Gréuy was to exe~
cute thﬁ_firét?phaae of the Overlord Flan, or "QOpsrstion Neptune',
&8 this phese éas known. (28) The lodgamsnt'aéea seleoted on the
Continent was in the Caezncatantin Penisula area. (Map B} 1In
scoordance with the wmission, thg Bri%iaﬁ Second Army, under the

gommand of Ganeral Sir Miles C. Beapaey, would attack on the

(17 A~7, p. 48~§9, (18} Psrsonal kncwladg 8} 93 AT, p. 51;
ao) 4B, Do 3, s.m?, D.. 86; {31) A-a, p. £23; (22) a-h p.2{foot~-
note)
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.&8ft, estsblish a bridgsheed, and condust s holding astion,

while the First U. §, Army, commanded by Lieutenant General

{now Ganarali.ﬁmar N. Bradley, would attaéx on the right and
" pepture Cherbourg, (£3) | | _
| In the First U. S. Army zone of action, V Corps, under the
commgnd of Mejor General Leonerd Gerow, would attack om the

left; and ?XI?GQ#DS, commanded by Msjor General J. Lawton Collins,
would attaoxk on the right. The VII Corps order, in effect, was

to lsnd on 1ts zone and capture UCherbourg with a minimum of delay.
General Collins smployed his sesborne tro0ps in a formation of
divisions in columm, with the ¥th Infantry Pivision (Reinforoed)
19&&133 the asseult. The 43& wag to be followed in eraer'hy the
90th and 9th Infentry Divisions. (&%) (Mep B}

The 1@latfand B8&4 Alrborne Bivisions, direotly under First
Army genzral, %ere $0 be employed in the zone of VII Corps, and
would pass to ?XI Gorpa_cagtrol upon lending., Avcordingly, the
10lst Airborne Division, commandeéed by Major Gsneral Maxwell D,
Trylor, wes given the misslon to land by parachute and glider
between St Mere Bglise end Carenten, and assist the #4th Infantry
Division im landing, .Thﬁ.ﬂad Alrborne Division, commanded by
Ma jor Genersal (noﬁ Lieutenput General) Matthew B, BRidgeway, was
asaiznsd the missio& to land by parachute and gii&ar.astriéa'
the %ﬁrderet River and block ensmy reasrves {rom the Wg%éégagg

THE DIVISION SITUATION _

In the spring of 194%, the 824 Atlrvorne Division less the
AQ04th Regimental Combat Teem which was operating in Italy; was
stationed in t&a English widlands north éf London., The major
units organio to thé divisgion were the 325%h Glider snd 505%h

(23) 4-8, p. 28; {24) &~4, p. 10; (25) 4-&, p. 9.
9



© Parechuie Infénsry Hegimeaﬁs,'anﬁ Division Artillery consisting
¢f one parachute and $we glider fiéld.art&ilery battalions,
Additiegal.infanﬁry for_taa Normandy operation was forthooming
in the atisehment of the 24 Perachubte Brigade, whiaﬁ gonsisted
of the B50Tth and 508th Parachute Infantry Hegiments, thereby
giving General Ridgwey a gquadrilsteral division., (86)

| Qur two'pr@?iaué sirborne operaticns wers of immeasurable
help 1in perfsoting our technique, but unfortunstely, we had
never osombak 1@3&6& glidar# pefore. .Qiaa, since this wss t¢ be
a joint operation in that Britvish slroraft and faollitiss would
' be used, of immediste concern wes the standardizing of losding
| manifests, methods ¢f marshalling and losding, alert and jump
siguals, and the m&éy other detalls peculiar to an sirborne
operation. The glider troops had %he largsr problem, All glider
training had been based upon the use of the CO~4 giider. This
srafs, with 2 maximum pay load of 3,7%0 pounda, had generally
"~ been mastered ee $0 computation of loads, loading, lasbing, and
unleading. &aéy of tha officers and nen«e&mmiéaion&&*afficera
had even had the opportunity to co-pilot this orart, and had
gained aanfiﬁeﬁea thersb§. But now the gliderists wsrg‘intr¢~’
duced to the British Horss glider, whieh, it was learned, would
be the principel glider used in the forthooming operation. (27)

. The Horsa carried a paylosad of nearly twiaé that pr the
CG~#, or 6,900 gauhda. 1% wes of.glywood eaaatrﬁética, and stood
on 8 trioycle landing gear aoﬁa.four Teet bft.xha ground, Compuw
tatien of loads to properly place the center of gravity was dif-
ficult, e&ahd#éte egqxgmant'su¢h a8 metel remps and slapps were
required to laéé heavy ltems of equipment into its side door and
seoure same., This lsshing squipment in itaelf weighsd 300 pounds.

(26) 4«9, p. 1;:{8?}_Persoﬁal aiparianca§
10



?ha time required lor unlaa&ing‘waa unduly long. To facilitate
unloading, numerous s¥periments were conducteld, the most promis-
ing of which was the placing of powder oherges in the tail seo-
tion, with the view of blewing off the tail upon landing and
seeking egress through the rear. Some troops might have actuelly
usad this method, bud most sbandonad it as being ¢ dangerous
0 both men snd equipment. OF gravest concern to the gliderists
- wes the faot thet our pilots had hed very little experience in
flying this oraft, and alsb vhat the nose wheel frequently broke
through the flcor onn landing, and ripped 1its wey through the
entire of&ft. {28)

Treining through April and May wes &t a terrifie pacs. Mueh
'a%ﬁentinn wags given to the balencing of loedas to provide for
proper ﬁis%ributian of wmospons o provide geocurity for each lead.
Reqegnizicn sighals were worked out. Assembly sids and varicua'
plens for assembly were worked out and rehearsed, and toward the
lat ter part of May the division wee ready, {89)

The.szé and 534 Troop Carrier Wings of IX Troop Carrier Jome
:maﬁd &er& ﬁaaigpateﬁ to furnish ouxy #ranapartatian* The number
of aireraft to be ﬁ%ilizea by the 824 &irbarné Division alone in~
gluded 378 C=47's 1o take in the parachute lift ox the night of
B=6 June, 240 Horsa and 188 CO-4 gliders to land on D dey and D
plus 1 Iinclu&iéé the necessary C-47's to single tow these gliders)
and the sdditional uss of ;91 C=i#7's for resupply on D plus 1.{30}

The air echelon of the Division was orgenized into twe
forcans Forge ﬁﬂﬁ %o consisy of the paraz&utizta; Force "BY, the
glideriata. ?hé land-tail elemsnt was known as Foree "0, {31)

i38} Pers9na1 experience; {29) 4«7, p.45; (30) 4-9, Annex 3;
. 31)“}.93 B 193, _
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The érﬁep Carrier plan was $0 fly Fores "A" aﬁé Qn; serial®™ of
Porve "B" inte Normendy by the weatern route; that is, to fly
around the ﬁha:ﬁaurg Pgninsule sad spproach from the west, and
the rest of Forge “3“, the sastern route, or overiead of the
senborne forses. (32} (Mep ¢)

On 2T ¥ay, wheﬁ Foree "C' was alyeady enrcute to its mare
- shalling aress, the 824 Airborne Division received 1ts mission
to lend by.gar&chuﬁa and glider, before end after dawn of D day,
aatride the MNarderet Biver, capture 8% Mere Eglise, deatroy ths
‘Douve River orﬁa&iags 6t Beuzeville la Baatilia_aad Ktienvilile,
§ratect the northwest flenk of the Corps, and be prepared to ad~
vance o the west on Corps order. The mission of the Divielen
- Artillery was to support the Division, and be prepared t0 deliver
fives beyond the northwest boundary of the Division zone, {33)
Acsordingly, fimel drop and'lanﬁing 20n0e wsre selectsd and
assigned, areas of responsibility established, and tentative

artillery position ereas designated, (Map D)
| THE DIVISION ARTILLERY SITUATION

Hrigadler Gsneral (now Major Genemal) Maxwell D, Taylor
i&tt the ?&?ision ATtillery on 21 Egbrﬁary to aesums oommand of
ths 1618%‘Aierrne_Divisian,.%hereby leaving the command to the
Exeoutive Orfiéér, tolonel Francls 4. Maroh, whe . is freguently
referred to as the dean of airborne artillerymen. (%)

The artillery, dlscounting the battalion with the 504th
- Parachute Infantry -in Italy, now consisted of & Headquarters and
ﬁaaﬁquaft&éa B#ttary, two glider hattalia#a, the 319%h armed
with twel?é 75’mm pack howitgers, the 320%h sarmed with twelve
105 Q&.ﬁ} howitzers, and the AF0th Parachute Field Artilliery

*50 gliders
(38) A=11; (33} 4«10, p. 1; (34) a-12,
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Battalion armed es the 219th. All battalions were organized
into one Heedquerters Battery and three firing batteries of four
howitzers each. {35)

A most welcoms addition t0 the artillery family at this
time wae a replavement packet of officers #f%n were aorely
needed. In addition to filling vecancies the artillery was now
able to provide forward cbasrver parties down to lettersd in-
fantry compeny level, which was not suthorized by T/0 but had
been diotated by expsrience, inasmuch as ninetyefive percent
of our firing had been dohe by forward observer nethods. (36}

%ﬁe értiilery shared the same fraining prabzéms a8 the
Divieion., The 456th was buay recrganizing bessuse only the
equivalent of one b&%hary of Slcllien veterans wes now with us,
The 319th and 3£ézh concentrated on tha Horsa glider. This
meant a complete recé$§utat1¢§ and readjustment of unit loads.
The plans wﬁich_&aé gradually been perfected over the pest two
years were no longer eppliocebls because of the increased ocapsc-
ity and other peculiarities of the Horsa. Also, until the glider
esaignments were aotually made, no unlt knew what proporticn of
Horsas to CGel'sg it would have for the cperation; sonsequently
all plens had to be extrsmely fiexibvle, By May, Hesdquarters
and Headguarters Battery alone had twenty-four complete loading
plens on paper to it itself into slmost eny combinstion of
plenes and gliders. (37)

&rtilleryaxangea wereé nonexistant in Eng;and. Thers weore
some rangea'iﬁ Wales, tut the demand was s¢ great that Division

Artillery was allotfed only o very few days in whioh t0 sngege
{35) (%8) (37} Peramomal knowledge.
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in service prectice. Thig was totally inadsquate end must cer-

tainly have laft & queation in the Artillery Commender’s mind as

to the abllity of his officers to conduct fire, and the ability
of the men io service the plecea., By lmprovising and uaing all
available training ails, this was overcome to fthe best of every-
one's ability. donsidsrable time was spent on tralning for
pight assembly by using the compuss, flashlighte, pyrotechnica,
and radios. Unfortunately, glider landings after darknesgs were
gonsidered too dangerous for moetual rehearsel, consequently,

thet phase of the training was simulated by using trucks., (36}

The artillsry plan was influenced dy our experience in
Siclly. There, the parachubs artillsry had bsen committed with
the infantry gs integrel parts of Regimental Combat Teams, (3%9)
Due o the scattered 4rop patterns, however, and the limited
mobility of the artillery onmce it reachsd the ground, it possi-
bly 4id more to hamper the infamtyy than to help 1%, In addi-
tion, booause éf its heavy squipgent, artillery requires consld-
erably more aireraft then infantry. (40) This 1s alweys &
Limiting factor in its employment. It ﬁas believed that singe
there weps insufficient airoraft 10 gsooommodeds %@ﬁh the para-
chute and glider ertillery, & commitment of the gllder artillery
would provide for bettor initial grénnd organi zation, medility,
and employment in maes; consequantly, the glider battalions were
designated. In the parachuta echslon, or Poroe "A", the ertil-
lery was zimi%§& lergely %o reconnaissanos, liasison, and forwsard
observer parties. 'The plan was to commit Heaﬁquarters_and Head -

quarters Battery and the two glider battallona in Foroe "BY

e

{38} ?arsaz&i gﬁaxie&ge; {39} A=1#, p. 5=8; {40} A~15.
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| a}’a f A
ijigiéif*i;der pivision Artillery control, end bring the #56th Psrachute
J@ﬁﬂ Field Artillery Battalion in with the land-tail element, or
Foree "G", Thersfors, thig\battalian 19 elimingted frowm the alr-
‘borne phass of the operetion. {(#1)

The artillery was initielly limited to two planes in ?aroe
A" but Colonel William Ekmen, commanding the S05th Parachute
Infantry, made available two planes from hie lift to eccommodate
two howitzer sections for initial employment in en ant1-tank A
role at the important communication oentier of 8t Mers Eglise.
This miasion was essigned to two seotione from the 458th, whe
were to drop on DZ "0"* with the 3d Bettelion of the 505th, and
suppert that batialion in ths vioinity of 39t Mere Kglise. {48}

The two planes assigned 5 the artillery were to d4rop the
reconnaiszsance parties on D "N' with the HK08th Parachute Ine
fentry. Their misslon was to bscome acquainted with the situa-
tion, raeonﬁei%ar ercasings over the Msrderet River, establish
a ﬂ?, seiect reference points, and establish oommunications with
the pre-selected battalion position areas. (43)

This éoqgleﬁaﬁ the ariillery loasds in Foree YAY™, with the
oxception of liatson and forward observer personnel mixed in with
the infantry of sll thréa parachute regimentea.

In the first glidsy gerilal of forve "B*, wn@ch weas to fly
the western route and meke o pre-dewn D déy landing on DZ "Q¢
the artillery wes sllotted ome GG-4, This was to be cocupled
by Colonel Maroh snd reconnaissance and survey personnel from
the two glider battalions. (44) |

{ther elements of Hsadquarters and Headguarters Battery

gt/ | plus the 319th and 320th Glider Field Artillery Battalions were

yuﬁuﬂ’ *Brop zone for ;anding parachutista,
(#1) A~10, p. 1-2; {42) (43} A~13; (#4) A-16.
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to ocommence thelr landings at 2300 hours D day on LZ "W"*, and

procoed 1o their predesignated position nress. (Map D) The
219th upon landing was to be in direot support of the BUS8th
Perachute Infantry, and the 3261;1:1 in dirset pupport of the SOTHh

Parachute Infantry, Ganzingent.ganas were assigned to cover all
Regimental zones of action. {45) |

The airb@rne scheslon af the Divieion Artillery olosed in
its departure fielde on 3L Mgy, and proseeded Lo ssoeomplish its
final briefing., The ani;ate& mén and junior officers had re-~
csived no previous brieriﬁg on the target. Meaps and escape Kitse
were ismsued, and ell final preparations made., P dmy, after ons
day's postponement, was announced as & June 194%. The troops |

were trained to a fine peak and morale was excellsnt.

- The reconnaissance party of Headquarters and Headgquerters
Battery, consiasting of four offifoers and 38 e&listea men, loaded
into its two C=U7's and bacame airborne at approximately 2330
hau:a 5 June, The aight was generally clear and moonlit. After
mearshalling, the jumpmasters ¢f the two planes, Captain Zdward
E. ®¥hitley aa& L1eu$eg&nt Thomas ¥E. SBhoockley, were sble to stand.
in the door and observe the visuaml navigatlionsl aids below. The
planes were flying in a oolumn of V of ¥'s., In this formation
three plenes form & V, and three of these V's form e« flight of
nine plenes. The flights in turn are in column o complete a
serial which usually averages from four to six flights. (#8)

| Their flight over the water was at 500 feet, for tactiocsl
reasons, angd nnavantrui until the twenty-minubte warning wes

given by the pilota. At this Hime consideredble flak was en~

¥Landing zone for lending gliders,
(45} a=13, p.1»R; (46) A~17, p. 3
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countered from the Channel Islands of Gusrnsey, Alderney, and
Stérk, west of the Cherbourg Peninsula (Mep C), but fortunstely
it wes ahort,?hich-was aougr&;ng to plan, and essured the jumpers
that the planés-wera on ¢ourse, The only oauae for apprehension
was that surely the enemy on the Peninsuls wes alert and waiting.
4s the planes went into their slimb up to 1500 feet,upon ap-
proashing 1&&& anotiueyr ensny of sirborne opsralions sppesred in
the form of dense olouds., The Jjumpmasters ocould hardly see the
ﬁi&g tips frou thelir positions in the doors. Though this gave

& certain feeling of sscurity to the airborne personnel as fer
88 the ground fire is comcerned, experlence hed teught then

thet it opens up flight formations sand mekes for a more disperaed
lending patierun. Uooasional breaks in the clouds indicated that
the fafmation vas opening up, and over each jumpmester there

cane = feeiing;af Jonsliness, Although this ground fog had ag-
curately been predioted by our intelligence reports, it haed been
pverlocked in the hriefing, and came as a surprise to the par~
sonnel oooupying the planes. During the breaks in the fogbanks,
the &hipa‘wara;subjaetad to scettered smallarms fire, which bee
came more severse z8 they approached D2 "Nv, {473 ‘

The planes were now flying et approximately 700 feet, and
acoording to tné time element they should have been over the DZ.
The jumpmasters expected to see lights merking the DZ, but could
see none even though it wes now falrly clear. The plenss wers
| sngeging in evazive motion®, and there was nothing to do except
wait for the green light, which was the signal %o jump. The
signal wes given at 080Zl% hours and the troopers bailed out,
*Flying trom side $0 side to escape canaa.ot fire.

{%7) Written reports for unlt hisiory, Ceptain Whitley and

Lieutenant Shockley, 15 July 194ﬁ.
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The two shlps which had been flying wing t© wing were no
longer together in the formation, but later svents proved thet
they were 8aiy 500 yards apsrt. Hevertheleaas, both loads landed
in the inundated Merderet River bottom, sapproximetely one~half
mile north ' of La Fiere, thereby missing their DZ by spproximste-
ly one and opnewhelf miles. (Map E) The mersh wes deceptive.
#hat appeared %o be only marsh graaé from just a few fest sway
actually was marsh grass, but it wes growing in from two to six
teat of water; Comparatively inreflfective enemy fire was swoeps

ing the area, but the principal threat to immediste survivel
wes the water. The ground wind was sufficlent to pull the para-
cuetists into & prons position, quisk relemse harnese had not
besn adopted, and the mnst expaditious means of geatting out of
the paraqhute:wa& to cut the harness. By ths stronger helping
the weaker, ai& g wonderful epirit of cooperation, the artillery-
men ware able to extract themselves without casualties due %o
- drowning. ?he_ﬁi?iaiaé sﬁfre:e& thirty-aix kpown sasualties
due to drowning that night. (48)
| They were not so fortunate with their squipment, however.
Of the major items dropped, consisting of one radio SOR-284,
two 503*609’a;'tw¢ switohboarde, and & supply of w&re,.four
rocket leunchers with ammunition, and one 50 caliber machine gun
wit& ammunition, not a aiﬁgla iten wes renavered'from the water.
The Jjumpmasters esch hed ons SOR-538 $¢ eid them in assembly.
These were wet and useieas, and were thr@wu aFLY.

Lieutenant Shockley suoccesded in "rolling up his atiek“*
and aseembling nis men on the edge of the railroad embenkment
ronning north-south through the mersh. Captain ¥hitley lost
seven enlisted men who drifted to ithe west benk of the river,

*&ssambling the jumpers of one C-H#7.
{48 J A~S, Annex. Re,l D(i).



Joined & small force of Infantrymen from ithe S07th Parachute
Intantry, and engaged as infaniry for the next thirty hours. (4%}
Through the ush ©f runners, Liéaten&n% Shookley esstablished
contact with Cspiain Whitley, and by 0430 hours the four offi-
gers and zéeaty~five enlisted men wers assembled on the rail-
road e&bankmént, eantémpiating thels situation. {Msp E)

About this timé éﬁ&anel Roy Lindquist, Commanding Officer
of the 508th Parachute Infantry, came down the railroad track
pr&ceedin& saatﬁ with h foroe of spproximately sixty of ficers
and men. Since Golcnai Lindguist's interests lay on the weas
side of the riéer, he_}ntsﬁ&ed to oross the causeway abt La Flere.
Gaptain ?hitla#, the s?aiar officer of the artillery dstaochment,
recealling that part of his mission was 1o recomnoiter the bridge
at La Filere, formed & %ﬁird pleteon end jolned the Colons]l and
his force. (50) ;

The fightizg whicﬁ developed sround the Ls Flere hridge
when they arrived = sh#rt tipe lstaer proved so interssting to
the artillerymen that their mission was completely forgotten
until Genersl Ridgway,%%he Division Commander, errived upon ths
soene at ayproxima%aly?ﬁ?}&, and recognizing lieutenant Bhooklay,
ordersd him %o &isengaé& his artillerymen and proceed 0 the
artillery CP which hadibsen established by Colonel Meych 1n the
viecinity of St Mere Eg@ise* {51} (Map E)

The order Was cam;%nea with, without incident, end the de-
tachmant closed in tha%é? at noon. Hothing meteriasl as far as
ﬁhe artillery effort was concernad had been sosomplished by thié.
detachment, B : .

_ The two howitzer éae%ians_mith the 34 Battelion of the 50Kth
had eneeﬁn&ered;pzstty%much the same conditions enroute, but a14

(H9) Written raﬂurz for unit higtory, Master Sergeant Frank Viasalk,

)5 July 19
- {50) &*18. Pe 5-5, (51}‘$F13, p. 28, and statement of Lt Shocklsy.
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drop on their?daaign&taa DZ. 7Thelr bundles, however, became
écatzareé on fha drop, snd they were abls to assemble only dne
howitzer wheﬁgit bacame time 1O move on 0 St Mere Eglise, Manw
bendling a i2?9~pound howitzey, and the smmunition therefor,
through the hedgerow couniry of Normandy, enemy or no enemy, is
a meen job in itself; gorsequently, nost of the efforts of this
foree wns axpénﬁad in getting Trom one plece to another.

In support of the 34 Battalion, their efforts were negli-
gible, but this howitzer was to pley an important role later in
the day. By noon thé exhausted gun crews and their howitzer
wers st the aéti&lery cP. (HR)

As we reéall from the breakdown of aireraft the artillery
'was alloetted dnly one CO-4 giider in the command and anti~tank
$erial ol Foree "B"., This load wes formed &t the Reamsbury dee
parture field, and consisted of Colunel Maroh, the Artillery
Commander, %&j?r Frederick J. Silvey, 8-3 of the 319th, =zd
Captein Robert J, Manning, Communicstions Officer of the 320th.
The remainder of the load, to total thirteen officers and men,
consiated of survey personnel and their equipment, (53]

The gliési’ became airborne gt Q}.}O hours D day, mershelled
and flew the same route that the parachudists hed flown shorsly
before. {Map G} The formation, a8 were &ll the other glider
formations, waé pair of peirs eoheloned to the right, forming

four plane f&&éhts. {F%} It mey be well to explein this forma-
tion, just to illustrate the inoressed length of the sky treins

whan #liders are involved. The tow ropes are WO feet in length,

{32) Letter, Gclonai Francis A. &arnh, then Divieion Artillery
Commender, dated § December 1948
(53) A-16; isﬂ 4-17, p. 3.



members of the perty were injured to the extent thet they
could nbt be moved, Lsaving two members of the detaqhmant to.
take care of the injured, Colonel March, with his copeiderably
reduced party; procesded toward the center of the town, where
Lieutenent Colone) Edwerd Krouse and hie 33 Battalion of the
Ecﬁth.%ggigngaged in mopping up the town, Noting that 5t Mere
Eglise, for the time being st least, wae seours, the party pro-
ceeded west towerd the praplanna& CP location. {55)

. Wnile récbﬁnoitsring_ﬁhs preplanned ares, the party was
met by &anerai\ai&gway, who advised Colonel March that the Dif :
vialon CP was approximately 1000 yﬁras west of the preplanned
aree. The Diviaicn 80P dictated that the artillery CP be neary,
80, at D500 houra the srtillery CF copened spproximately 14500
yards west of 8% Mere Xéliae. {(Mep E) .

The reoonneissance detachment which Colonel March expected
" to find here wes nowhere ground, and if we will recall, it was
&ngagedlax this time in fighting as infantry at la Fiere. The
situation was #Q obsaure, and the survey partiss s¢ depleted
that nothing cculd be donse in that dirsotion. HNo transporta~
tion was svaileble, Isolated firing was headd from all direo-
~tious. (58) About ell the command group oould do was wait for
d&valagmanta‘
At noon, when the recocunneissance element Joined the CP
group, a pQrtign of the enemy's plam of aotion was becoming ap=
z;;ﬂgbwﬂparant. ngganrewiﬁgﬁw§?§§hAﬁfﬁana%ggmmggw§§§;§1ngu§§. It wes
, . mandatory that the snemy threei be repulsed in that it would
*ﬁgﬂ& cut ﬁha 1ira’l§§a between the elemente of the Division in the
visinity of 8t Mere Eglise, and those to ihe wost &t La Flers,

{55} Letter, Col Merch, 4 December 1948; (58) A«19, p.42.
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General Ridgway resalized that if the situation went from bad
to worse he would have to go on the defensive, and St Mere
Eglizse and viéinity would be the ground he must ooocupy. Conse~
gquently, all efforts were dire¢ted toward the repulsion of
this attaok. (573- '

The ggggx,pxabeﬁ throughout the afternovn, but sought Ho

4 -1, .
vf@fiwjpﬁislaﬁge the defenders by fire rather than by eggressive action.
+A" e lone 75 mm paok howitser from the 456th had a field day in

“
e

v,

nentralizing enemy autowatic weapons by 4aireot fire. (58) The
sannonsers would cautiously probe & amaell opening through the

p&wﬂpeﬁgarﬁw, fire seversl fast rounds, ané displace. In the mean-

tiga{ observers would pick up anciher mashina'gun apening up on

‘the now vecant position, thus providing the howitzer with ita

nexd tearget. Airborne artillerymen csll this sanlping, anmd snjoy
the sport tremenﬁoa&iy'ao long 88 the enemy lg not suflficiently
aggressive to overrun the position. {59)

Buring the afterncon's aotion, however, Oslonel Maroch was -

- ahble to organize an improvised siteff. Of immediate concern was

the lack of equipment. He appointed Lieutenant Shockley B-i,
aad préviéa& him with a one-~guarder-ton truock and traller, bor-
rowsd from Division Headquarters. The S-4, with & few enlisted
men, was able to salvags eanaiﬁaéa&la wiye communiocsticn sauipe-
mend from ths éraaheé gliders and the pa:a%undles whish had not
been ploked up by the jumpers. The idea was infsotious, and by
eﬁeniag'tha Division supply situati&n.ha& besn sssed {0 sOMe
extent, (60] | '

Colonel March oould see by this time thet the ertillery
vattelions would not be able to ceoupy thelr pre-selsolted posis

i%%;; A-4, p.29; (58) Letter, Colenel Merch, % December 1948;

Personsl knowledge; (60) Report of Lt Shockley, and
A~19, p. 39. 23



tion areme, not even the alternete arses; consequently, he and
bis recently appointed $-3, Ceptain Whitley, resonnoitered new
position aveas., Their ciraula&idh"waa 1imited to the 2000 yards
bstween St Mere Egliss and le Fiefa, and they were on foot, so
they ﬂeoiéeﬁ to piaoa the 380th just east of th&lcP_an& spproxi-
mately halfway to St Mere Eglise, and the 219th a few hundred

- yaprds south éf the §P, SJergeant Smith, the newly eppointsd Com-
munications Chief, weas gble 0 establlsh wire communicaticne to
both areas without dAifficulsty.

The newly eppointed 8-8, Lieutenant Sullivan, could get no-
where with his survey due to the lack of personnsl, but menaged
tc get the howitzer after the fight around thelﬁp; voglater from
one position area prior to darknsss, and:atake gut & limited
position area survey. The frqita of niz lebors, howevsr, were
never utillized; nor wes survey ever 0 be smployed during the
remainder of the campsign, {(61) ;

During the course of the aftsrnosn the battalion parties,
sugnentsd by personnel from Hesdquarters B&ttery; were resadied
30 receive the incoming gliderists, brief the ocommanders onr the

situation, aend guide them to their position aresss,

¥hile the fariaré slements of Division Artillery wers thue
engaged in Normendy, the weln body was anggge& in last minute
preparations for tekeoff. The artillery éﬁzdﬁézzﬁgiaa with three
serials: 30, 38, and 33. (62)

Serial 30 was composed chiefly of Division Headquearters and
spesial troops, but one Horsa and ome 0O0-4 was available to the
artillery, Since this serial would land elmost two hours prior

{61) Personsl kﬁawleége; (82) A~9, Annex 5.
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to geriels 32 and 33, sdventage wes taken of the Horsa to trans-
port a quertsr-ton vehicle conteining an SCR~193 radio, one offi~
cer, ead two enlisted men from Headquarters Battery. This faﬁia,
ineldentally, with the ald of modified antenna, wes esaily cepable
of communicating over the entire length snd bresdth of the Penine
sula, and even back to Englend, It was thought thet this set
might be able to play & large pert in the operation, The GGw&
sontained & personnel losd of twelve from the 320th. (63)

Serisl 32, composed of two C0-4%'s and forty-eight ﬁarsaé,
was prinoipally an artillery sexrial. It was formed at the Men-
© bury departure field, {(Mep () One CG-¥ contained lLieutensnt
Colonel Williem H, Bextsch, Division Artillery Executive Cfficer,
his venicle, driver, and Sergeant Trijello from the PI section.
This, together with two Horsas, rounded cut the Heasdquarters end
Hé&&guarters Battery detachnment. The latter canta&néd & traijlexr
enoh, with mis cellaneous equipment and the entire staf? of Divi-
sion Artillery to include the Sel&4%, S-2, =3, Communicetions
Ofticer, Surgeon, and the enlisted assistants, totalling twenty«
nine in éll. (6#)

Forty Horaes of the serial were allotied to ths 319th, and
eontained 368 o?fie&rs and men, 13 THamm pack howitzers, 29 $-ton
~ trucks end 16 trallers, plus their ammunition léa&a end other
assorted eguipment. Four Horses conteined 20 officers and nmen,

2 $~ton trucks and 3 %railers'rrax the 320th, To complete the
serial, one CG~4 and one Horse sontalned medical support from the
307th Airborne Medicel Company, and one Horse, engineer suppori,
from thé 2074k airbarﬁe Enginesr Battalion. {(65) |

(83) Personml knowledge; (84} A~18; (65} A~9, Annex 5,
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Sarial 33, formed at ‘the ﬁalfcr& deyar%ure field {(Msp CJ,
aonsiste& of: ‘twelve CheHi's anﬂ tbirty»eigh% ‘Horsas, all from the
.' 329$h,1 It will be netea hers that the beavier 105 mm howitzer
an& the baaie lead ¢f 1ts h&avier ammuaiﬁian requires a cenaidn
_s:ably_greaﬁsr.lift_thaa,&aaa the 75 mm battalipn. There were
.'\'323xéfficéfsiﬁn& waa, &nd?majer itemz of equipment 1naluﬁad'la__

W05 mm.ﬁi hawitgara, 28 i«ten tracks and 17 treilera. The kcg-
:_1tzara were 10&@&& into the lz Con4tg, (66) |
) Sarial 3@ spearheaded the evening g&iésr lift ror Deday.
Its lending time was 2110 nours, followsd closely a 120 by
seriak 1, canaiati&g chi&f&y of mediaal, reecnaaissanca and
signal parsannal end aqni§ment. Than there wes & gap in tha
_sachsaula. aeridk 35 was ta land at 3330 haurs, rallawe& clcssly
| .by aerial 33 at 2310. The antire 1ift was to fly the eastern

- r&uta, and B& rar a8 was kaawn ta Yhe individuals eoncarna& tha

' _ftarget was Lz ﬁwﬂ south of 8t Mere Eglise, {Mapa C & D)
| Deapita tbe faat that no news had been recsived fxam Harmanﬁy

'f;ths mcrale of th& artiliery&an in,aarial 30 was high. The weather

: was exeeil&n@, :Thzy wers to fly avar ‘that portian at tha Chers
'bourg 3eaintula presumadly se@ureé by the 4%h Infanzry and 10lat

N &irbarne Bivisiana, and land well befar& &axknasa on L2 ”3“- ‘Wi oh

f'-presum&bly hed bean secuved by tbe lat Qattalian of the 505ﬁk and
| .th& 1Glat &1rb¢;na Pivision. All went well ﬁﬁtil.ﬁhﬁ aaxial
'.turneﬁ 1nta zta fina& leg of tne fiight at 8tgﬂkraouz Islanda,
~ which 158 vary amall ialaad group just off the east coast of the
"gFaniasuia, and was reoagnizea by thn giiderists ag the. naviga-

_f_tienai a1 eatabliahing the last leg of their journey, Let us

"_._iaate %hé glidagisﬁs nare rar & momsnt and zaeapitul&ta what hﬁ&

- .'-ciﬁ_a-)_-;aes;._-Aﬁm*& s



..tak&ﬁ pl&oa 34 Lﬁ ",

ﬁnarax Ridgﬁ&y had rsa&iaed a8 serly a8 1400 houvrs ihis
date (D-dey) that LZ "W" might well be untensble for glider
. landiﬁga-ﬁéginﬁing a£ 2110 héars; On the other heni, DZ "O¥
_waa'baing hslﬁéby & smell group from the 505th, and it was felt
 fhat zka é#tira’axa& could be cleared by thezéﬁ_ﬁs@talion by
landing time, Herein lay e wonderful opportunity to make fuil
use of;iha rlexihiiity end mobility of sirborne troope. Ascord-
.iagxﬁ, a'ra&iofmesaage_was dispatshed :arzhwith, regaeating thet
the gliﬁars'beriaaasd at DZ 7oY. Unfortunately the ra&ia racéiﬁe?
_was aut of arﬁar ané there was no way of telling ﬂhathar the mes~ |
saga was recai&ed* The Division was plagusd with a lasck of com-
_.municatioﬁa.with the cutsida threughout De-day. {(87) Ae o second-
'axg-maans-or”e§&munioat10§; since 1t wes known that Troop Caﬁris:
Comwend would hﬁvs & regconnsissaxce flight over the aéaa at 1500
._haurg,:pgnﬁla were Gisplayed to indicate the same message. ;oa&ré-'
Iiagly,*tza Eﬁfékﬁ &né lanﬁing_pénels were set up et D% M0, (&8)
The'aituaﬁian as concernsiL? "W was derinitely not . good ab

8110 hours. ‘The %4 Battelion of thé 508¢%h had attempted te drive
seuth from gt j3;i_£¢ar:c'e: _Egliae but hsd met with no sncoess. {68} The
8th Infantzy of the 4th Infantry Division hed Teached 1ts D-dey
'_-obéectiveé generally south of L2 "W", and wes readg to stop for

 the night, (70} The advanoe elementé of Foroe *3”, the land~tail
glemeny of zaé;sza Airborne Division hed landed during the after=
::naén;\gn& by-;?OQ houra.fbnaﬁ 1tself.iﬁ the Bth In:antrr seotor
just south of Les Forges end LZ "', just 2§ miles from St Mere
Egiisa. Gulanél Z, D. Rati, eomman&ing this element, hed a foroce
3 §am§e§sé of &ﬁ% platoon af'camyany'ﬁ of +ths 4%h50avairy'ﬁaaanw
(87) A1y, Ma; (68) 4=9, Annex 4b; (63) a~k, P34y (70) -k,
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ﬁaiaséncﬁ ﬁqﬁaarﬁg, &ompany é éf the ?&6zh,rank'ﬁazzalion, and
' 99 inraatrymon of the 3%5@& Glider zﬁfantry. (71} The ﬁgrmana
' _were w@ll ang inon a ﬁlight riﬁge axtenﬁing ‘northeast, Thay
_k ‘had infaz:tz:y, artil},ery am& amar, a,zz& caag)lats &azinatien over |
'_nz gn, (72}(¥&p z) |
| Galan&l aarr imﬁe&iataly realizad the ssriousness of th& _

| fj aitaaﬁian§ Hs 2keaght the gliaers were due in atzaeo hours, and

'Jhaviag heard Qf no changa in plans, he proceeded to a%taak “the

'.  :$&53.' In &hg.firs§'§rebo ha lost an arwared.car and ane tank.

’.Reéliaiﬁg thdé he had undersatimated the strength of the anemy;_
 'he aemmittaa ﬁhe antira forca on the second aﬁtempt; eovered vy
the Ganncn company of tha 8tk Infantry. The two lsad tanka w&rq;

-\_iw&eéiataly-sgt arire by 8&'5, the at%ack &gain bogged down, and

1%t became abviaua thet there were too many antxtanx weapans on

- :the pasition ﬁﬁ &évanae with Yanks. IV wes now 3100 hcur:, and_

';":serial 30 appsared evar the norizon. (73)

It is. almgat aaoﬁl&aa t¢ inform fhe reader that apparantly
_ hnane 3 thm mossagaa r&qnesting th@ ahange in ianding zones led
'“zaaehad tnn tug.pi;oﬁg; (T4#) ?ha Rebeeea? in the sguadron ocom-

"fjxmaa&ekﬁa'gzana? was trying o pull them @&nsidarably %o the narth,

- while the tar&gia features ¢1earzy ind1oated that they were on the

-, prager r&a&a, ?he %en&oncy‘waa te di&r&g&:& the Retsnona. @ha

-  ﬁGermana apanea up with deedly &ceuraﬁy, end the serisl beocame

Zscattered. %h; OGm% lended in the L% with ouly miner lemsge to
'the gli&&r, but raur nem: wara &illed, aud ﬁha remain;ns sight
; %§¥& waund&d &ﬁa subaequoatly avaaaaﬁed, thsrahy rendering this

’&aaa entire&y inarfaeziva. ?he beaa WeE MOTe fortunate. It
 'cut 16@55 and gea&ad dije ncrth, ' The yizaﬁ'intént ﬁpon asairxng

-;-”(713 Asls, 32, (73} asxsg 9,33, (733 §~1§, ;;35, tvwiﬁags,i%h
 ;% naﬁura&a ﬁam%ﬁg é%gégﬁ 'Igﬁgqgg gégnc@gﬁaaaagsgaézg%eaeonf



his meximum gliéing aizzanag,'haﬁ no speed and altitude left to
-reaonnoitsr'é-lénéing field, 80 he ”yaﬁeiksd”-inta an orohard.
?h& gliéar Was da&&gad, but ncne of the . ‘pargonnel was sariauaiy
_1njuraa. ?ha &aaﬁ, haﬁa¥ar, aoald et be axtr&et@& with the

';.garsaanal a?ailable, 80 1t was ahanﬁaaaa and th@ officsr and two

 -men made ﬁheir way to the CP. (75)

Whan serial 30 wes havzag its traublea, sarials 33 and 33
_wera becaming airharne. Mo ward regarding any changs in plens
-haé reaohad tham, cengaqnantly, in thelr ignoramse, the only
-thing of partiaalar soneern was that some of these landings woula
“;.ba made’ after &arxnass, and zhia wag samathing whieh hed bssa '

g_cansiderea taa dangeraua even ta r&haarae.f$gna takeoff of the

7.-twe aeriala waa maﬁa wit& only one ainar-iacida&t, One Eeraa in

5eri&x 38 brake its tow rapa assembly in teksoff, and had to ini |
off the line; This 1@&& gontained Lieutanant Colaaal John W. |
*-fsﬁilay,_thg &;viaian arzillary 83,_534_3 large pert of his oper-
" ations pi&taa#g _Bsﬁiizinglﬁhaﬁ.ir any steff officer wga'esaenﬁigi _-

- %o the Ovérili'sftort bf the artilléry,'he wes that staff offiw

" oer, he appeale& to the local Traay CGarrier Commander of the

']"ﬁ3aﬁx aroup. ﬁbre, the trnap earrier slement clearly asmanstrata&

”1%3 flexibility, ‘and preparaticn Por the aogomplishment of 1ts

- ﬁisaion.. By tk& assiatanea of grouué erewa the laad wag trans-

ferraé £o aﬁather gliﬁer witﬁin 8 maﬁtar of twenty minutea, and |
) fairborne.: ?aia eould well ba ‘& TecoTd of some sert. The gli&ar
| rpullad 3&%@ 3%; original place in the serdal just &g 1t tarneﬁ

inte zhe,fxnal,leg_ar_tha fligh& gt St warenu:. (Ta}

(75} §§i§t§n §§ rt for unit histo:y, Lt Henry ﬁ”ﬂilzingten,

- u

{78) 8tetement af Lt Gcloasl Jehn W smiley, Di?isian artiQZery 339
. aad Psrs@nal know&edge. o
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Ia ermssigg %he Ghannei in the ﬁagzng light ef D~day, the
sigﬁt be&an %as traly sgmntﬁing 0 bahai&‘ ?hara were sky trains

fj:'an& shiga of axl types below, a8 far as tha aya oouzﬁ S8, n&t

e mentiaa th& figh%er planes aarting e?erywhaza 1n Yhelr misaian

_”:to groteat the siow trauzparta, The landing craft diagorg&ng
 tneiz men and aquipmant on Utah bead& 1ndicated alearly'tha% the .
| .(bsadﬁ aas&ult gaé been sucees&f&l. &arg& fires inlend gav@ us a 3,'.
1-i”ﬂfseliag that all wes well and. acearding tc glan, {17)
L The first>iaéioation that maybe all wes not well oame when
| ‘W6 were within sight of 13 "W". It is 2ruly-ir¢ni¢ ané moet
':Iamazing thaﬁ by new, st 3306 hours, word haé not sirculated
. a:cund snffiaiéntiy to avoia & duplication of the same sxper~ ..
:' iepces ancounzgreﬁ by the serials Hwo haars yraviaﬁaly, There is
._avzaance to iaﬁiaata that the tug pilots wars aware of some ‘
ohaﬁge ia pl&ﬁﬁ, ag& a atudy ©f the landing p&ttamn 3HOwWS clear&y
 .tha§ the gilot; wewa aplizzing the airferencs betweea Lm g &né _f'

"nz mom, {78) Thare w88 1o eummanicatiou betwaaa the tug ship

_ _ana the glide# exoept the Aldis lamp in the tug ship, which was

stric%iy one. Q§y, and it chose te tail the gliﬁara nothing #x~
_:eapt whan o qast oft. (79} , _ _

o ?ﬁe 1&&& glanea of aerzal 32 were now- well withia th& range
| 'af tha an&my weagena in the northern part ar Lz W, and the sky
Uy train waﬁ-ganralzy hea&ed far 8t Mere &gliaa._ Tﬁe Garmana

‘_;ﬁaamed to be éonaaﬁtratxns their fire on the tug ships rather >

th&n the gliésza, ‘One. mu&t adnire theae O=l7 pilata. ?iying
~at 1@53 than §§ﬁ mixaa per hour, at an sltituds of 1500 feet or
"v_1aa$, with ne armor protectien and 1o ael£~aea1ing gas tanksi

' l (??}fﬁersongz;absawvakgan, {78):&&9;’&&35% 4b; (79) A-17.
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1muat;'té a&y%tﬁa léast, be a %ryiag aﬁp&rieé&a which éakea

: great aaur&ge._ Sarial 32 raané itﬁelf in s situaﬁien where

maay t&ings aan h&ppen eand meny personalities may beocome 10~
volved. It is the tug pilot's duiy to tow the glider o the
&eaignataﬁ za, then signal t¢ the glidsr pilat %o sut looss .

' 3@3 th@ gizdax pilot takes over and lands the glider in the 17

j accérﬁihg‘to iis'training. Wh&n the gli&er comes to & balt, |

: t&a glider oamm&ader* aebively assumes cammand. There are aany‘-
;variabléa_alc%g this chadn of comman& waen the_sxy traln comes

- under fire. ihe tug pllot may releasse the tow rope from his end

 end théreby cﬁ% fhe giiﬂar looss without aﬁy\aignal or warning.

| T&e glider p110t may b&acm& axaited and out foose before he re=
eeivea the signal from the tug pilol. And no amall faetor be
._canaidsx is th? glider commender, wheo, in édlmost all instaneaa;
| Qut:gﬁké thﬁ.giidgr pilot, and becomes his commander when the

' gkiéar'fe&aheafthe ground,’ The glider commander may,ordér_the

- pilot to ot laaaa,‘

- In serial 33 on this sveniﬁg there wers eambinatiene of all
the p@saib&e va;iabiea,_and-or,thg 47 artilisry glldere ‘$n the
 :-§$ria1}fit ia-é}Quificé&t to note that not a single one landed
on the intends&;ﬁz' The. nearsst was aaﬁe'léﬁﬁ-y&rés auay;'tha
f ramainﬁsr was ggnaral&y dispersed from two to six miles short of
and batwaan mz ?ﬂ" énﬁ Pz ”9“ therady 1nﬁica$ing thet fiying |
. -fglidera over an alert end x&ll arganizeﬁ ensmy is not praatioal.
| Thers waa na taotioal unity in the landing, end sineimap E)
the -foroes on tha grcnna had ceaaea their advanac for tha nighz,
- the enemy wou ayzs-ta ﬁencanzrate on the gliderists, Ke was not

sggrasaivg,jbutwge_eoﬁtroileé ths_rwadg‘by fire. The artillery-
~ *genior airﬁqrn@?passsnger in the glider. _' 
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men could not move thelr equipment through the hedgerows, conse~
gaantiy thsra'was g maximum of gopfusion and disorganization.

So&a loads were abandoned sntirely as their céews engaged the ene-
my. Iln meny instanoes this allowed the Germans to deatroy the
equipment by fire. In other ins%énuas, of ocourse, the eqnipaanﬁ
was rendered unservigeable by the erash landings. Many of the '
GG~4's stopped sgainst formidable obJeots and the noses sould nok
bs opened rer'ﬁnloaéing, The problsm of assembly wes mede even
more Giffiecult by the fact that the troops were now trigger happy
.anﬁ REPO shacti&g saoh other in the darkness, and many gllder
soumanders were unable to orient themselves. (80)

Rationalization set in, Heretofore unmentioned im this ner-
retive is the faet that the 325th Glider Infantry, forming the
Pivision reserve, was o commence its landings at 0700 hours on
D plus 1, utillzing the same LZ. All arfillery glider compenders
knew this, anﬁizﬁ many instances thers wes a tendenoy to establish
& perimeter defense arcund the load and hopefully wait for day-
light end the 325th, Qther factors influencing the decisicns of
the commanders wers the wounded, of which there were meny. Thay
414 not desire to be abandoned, and there was no transportetion
 for them even i? they were transportable. Despite the planning
of the leada,\ii was now discovered in the dispersed gliders that
there were ﬁraiiar loads of ammuni%ian hut no vehiocles in sight
with which to tow them, snd the same Qas true of the howitzers.
The loads were lmmobile.

Of the 47 glidere, only 8 landed intmot; 11 were damaged,
snd 28 werse dsstroyed. Of the 12 75mm howitzers, 5 were servige-
able; &2 3usta1n§é minor damage and were repaired by eann&ha&iging
parta from the 5 that were cémpiately ungservioeable, That geve

(80} Personal knowledge. 32



the 3;9%h 7 geryiceable howitzers. Of the 32 $-ton trucks,
only 18 weras serviceatble after landing, srd ofithe 21 trniiers,
1% wers serviceable., Landing casualties in serial 3£ emounted
to almost tweaty»:ive persent, Of ths 409 officers and gen, 18
were killed and 78 required evscuation. (81)

Serial 33, oonteining the 320th and just 10 minutes beblind
serial 32, fared somewhat better. Of the 50 gziﬁerk, 3 sctually
landed on IZ "™0"; e large number landed within several thousand
yards therecf, and ogxy e fow were as much a8 rouf o five miles
off, and generékiy short. {82} The demege to the gliders them-
selves was greater than in the case of serial 32 in that only 5
lsnded intact, 10 werse damageﬁ, and 35 wéra congidered destroyed.
Ganfazenaes.aftﬁr the action atiributed this $o the fack that
most of these landings were made after total darkness. (83]

Eight of the 105 nm howitzers were serviceable in the finsal
snalysis; 23 of the 28 %~ton trucke snd 13 of the 17 trailers
wore serviceable, Of the 723 officers and mn, only 7 were
_ Killﬁd and 33 evacuated as e result of the initisl lendings. (84}
It seens now that ﬁa heave aénsidarable arguneat Iln favor of land-
ing gllders after darkness., Contributing factors whieh must not
bs overlooksd, nowever, incluée the faot that serial A2 wes on~
gaging the ena&& on the ground, theraby glving him less opportun~
ity to concentrate on the sky train., 48 a direet result the
- flight did not open up, the landing pattern was lesa dispersed,
and grester mutual support was possible when the troops reashed
the ground. ‘

The asgembly problems of the %20th, even though it had a
batter.ianding'gattern, were generally identiocal to those of the

{B1)(B2) A~9, Annex 5; (83} Personal knowledge; (B4) A~9, Annex 5
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319th, The guldes from the advence eilemente of the seriillery did
oontsct ihe 320%h upon lending, and the trend toward thelr initial
position jush west afISt Mers Egi;ée_waa started.

Tha mé&g'alamanﬁs of the arﬁiilery gliderists who were de~
pending upon suscor from the 325th Glider Infentry at 0700 hours
oz the Ttk wers doomed to disappointment. The infantry d1d land
promptly, but forded LZ "W", and hardly eny of its gliders came
this far to the_aorth; Seeing this, the artillerymen, eimploying
infantry %antice‘as bent they knew how, concentrated upon assem~
tly, and by 0900 hours 1t began to tske on an organized form. The
319th wes smseembling in en ares northwest of St Mere Eglise, and
the 320th was ﬁsaam%ling in ite position srea just west of the
semeé town, (Mep B) |

At 0911 heuré 1 Juuns, the 320%th, with oal; two of 1te how-
jtzers in position, commenced firing in direot support of the aé
Battalion of %he 505th, (85} The howitzers and oreWs wers com-
ipg intc the position ares st the rate of approximetely one per
he#r, and by evening they bad eight 105's in position plus one
?5 from tha 456th which hed been attached for the time being, It
will be noted here that things had not gons soeocording to the
artillery plen. The position aree ccoupied by the 320th was fully
8000 yards east of the planned position ares, snd sven 2000 yards
sast of the alterna%e posltion. KNesdlese tO Bay, the preplanned
fires were well'bayanﬁ the meximun effective renge, sand would have
besen of dubious value at this time. Instsad of supporting the
507th whers lieison hed been set up, the battalion was now sup-
porting & unit with which ne previous arrangementé bed been mede.

In order télm&re cleerly aﬁéars%ané the artillery sita&gfgé,

let us take a brief loock st the infentry situation as of 0900

~

s 8; (86 -13,
. (85} 49 98(-34&3 -



hours on'D plus 1. The 24 Batialion of the 505th was directing
éﬁjgv its sttentlon toward the north and gcrtheast af 8t Merse Eglise.
ﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁ It made patrol conteet with the 8th Infantry of the Yth Infantry

{a7)

giﬁw”wji ivision at 100§ hours at 8¢ Mariin, noriheast of St Mers Eglise,
g' ha 34 Bettalion wes fag¢ing south and sast of St %ere Eglise,

;ﬂ f;L The 1st Battal&an was rexisting hesayy enemy countersatiacks from
o across the Merderet in the vioinity of La Fiere. (Map F)

Elemenits of the 507th were engaged in the ssme defensive mis?
sion Just aﬁuth of the causeway at Ls Fisre. Other elenments of
the sane reglment wele engesged at the other Merderet River oross~-
ing aite in zné division area south of La Fiers &t Chef Du Pont,
The majoxr poriion of the S07th wes bellieved o be wesi of the
Msrderel, bus their situstion was obscurs, It was later deter-
mined that theXe were genarally twe groups; One west of lLa Flers
between the river snd Amfreville, and the other west of Aufre-
ville., {Map F}  Only twenty-five peroent of the ragimental strength
was accountsd for at this time. (68)

The 508tk:haa & small force esst of the csuseway &b Chefl Du
Pont, and other elemente wers known to be farther west, betwsen.
the yiver and Pisauville, {Map ¥} Only twenty-five percent of
this regiment's strength was asccounted for, (89)

Th@ 325théalider lafantyry was im the process of landing end
essewbiing. (90) The last sirborne element of the Division
Artillery, in #ha form of five CG-& loads, landed in LZ "W with
the second serial of the 325th at O710 hours, Their aotions are
not important %p this narrative, but they hed one axperiente
whloh was unusuel snd interesting.

- Sargeent Gkarle&_ﬁamminga and Gorporal Eéward Krosr, of one
(87) 4=9, Annex 8; (B8] A-9, p.8; (89) &~9, p.B; (90) 4=9, p.7.
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of the gliders, were ceptured shortly after landing. They were
condudted to a;s%ana building nearby which alrssdy oontained some
twenty airborne prisoners, and which z2lso contained an enemy
bettallon haaééuarterQ‘ The prisoners were in good spirits be~
cause they oould understand suffieient Germen to realize that the
Germans were arguing among themselves sbout suréen&ering. The
battelion comméﬁdar appeared %o be the only one who oObjected t0
the surrender. Their spirits however became dampened when the
eneny brought ia Lisutenant Colonel &drlan,&. Bryant {G-1 of
the 4th Infantry ﬁivigian)\as 8 priaoﬁer. This didn't look good
to the priaenef_a who were uot familiar with the situation. Colonel
Bryant wes insérﬁmantal in further ingiting suzrrender of the gar-
"risom. (91) A% 1030 hours when the Sth Infantry Regiment ocom-
 msneed its preparation for the sssault of the position, many of
the Germens were raady to surrender, but there remasined the probe
lem of how to s#cép the fire from the 8th Infantry. Items of Amer-
ican clothing wéra held up on rifles enly w e aut to shiada by
meohine gun five. A Ger&an grabbed 8 bugle apd blew a2 gurvendey
sall, only to bé hit in the prosesa. Now soourred an incident
which is $typiloeally Americen and prmbéb%y would not goour In any
other army in the world! Ons of the prisoners retrieved the
tallen bugle an& blew s ohow call”. The firing oeased. (98) The
8th Infantry ceme in and colleoted 174 ensmy prisonsre. {93)

D plus 1 went by without a round being fired by the 319th,
Due to excessive cmsuaities end temporarily missing personnel,
tha'§att&lioa was unable o effeot sufficient orgenizatior to go
into action. Including the walking wounded, they had over 100
wounied in %ﬁaif sssembly arss by ev&ning.:{94) ?here had bsen

20 thought siven to air evacuation., FEaoh unit was taking oare of

(91} &~%, p.68; {98 Written report of Sgt Charies Cummings,
15 July 19%4; (93) A~#, p. 62; (9%) Statement of Capt Welter
Bedingfield, Bn Surgeon, 31$th; and personal kuowledgs,
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its own., The able-bodied had to watoh their woundsd suffer un-
til well into the following dey when svacuation became possible.

On the meininé of 8 June, the 320th was still firing from
ita present position, in support of the 505th end 24 Battelion of
the 3825th, whioh hed been atitached to the H505th for astion to the
ndr%h, No prepsrstion was attempted for the attack dus o the
shortege of emmunition, but sufficisnt obsarvers wers provided to
reach the infautry compeny level, The effectivensss ¢f the obaser-
vation was limited by the hedgercws, Wt spproximately twenty-Iive
mizsions were fired upon targets of opportunity, end this battel~
ion did contrivule materially o the sucgess of ths stiack whish
clesred the divislon zoné to the norih,

 The 319th got under way to a position area in the vicinity
of Chaf Du Pons, which, if ﬁa_will recsll, wes thelr alternats
pasiﬁion sres in the initisl plsns. _sinea the battelion was in
.n@ sonditlon to operate with any degree of efficlency, dus to 8
shortags of personnel, and no replacements were in sight, plans
were made to aégm&nt ite strength from the 458¢h when the land-
tall element arrived. This unit wes further loocked forward to
because the batiallon ammunition trains therewith were kﬁewn to
be aérrying 1000 rounds per battalion. {95)

By evening seven howitzers were in'pbaiﬁion gnd the mission
wag direct suppert of both the 507th and 508th., Since the 320th
had teksn over 1is missicon with the ﬁoﬁth, the lialson and c&lﬁ-
server parties were iransferyed tb the 07th, The ¢bservers ale
ra&ﬁy with the §ﬂath reported in to the fire control net durimg
the aay. At 170{} hours the battelion commenced firing. (9&3 |

%bny ¢ther svents were acaurriag at this time. Our infanbry

was moving into positions {0 capture our initial ob jeotives on
(95) . A=13; (98) Permsonal koowledge.
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the foilcwing dsy. The H0th Infantry Division Artillery wes
moving 1nt§ positions to reinforce cur fires. The 456%th plus
Other attached artillery with the land-tszil element was maving
in. The airborne phase h&d ended.

in analyziﬁs and oriticizing this artillery operation, we
must bear in mind that it was the first time that glider artil-
lery wes emploéﬁé in meas, and there was no established doetrine,
i 6o nov believe thet the ertillery mission in the airborme §h&aa
of thie operation was a success as such, but I am convinced that
ﬁhis’experianeé gontributed materially to the highly sucocessful

subsequent employment of alrborae artilzary, which wes flring

éqﬂﬂ“é‘with eighty peroent of its efficiency within one and one~hglf
hours aftey lanéingi {s7) From that gtandpoint only, could we
conslider the mission 3ustifieﬁ. The meterisl results, however,
ware far from worth the ocost in lives and equipment. The taotical
error was in the commitment of gliders in unsuitabie 1andiﬁg ter-
rain, The faot that only thirteen ¢f the ninsty-seven artillery
glidere lended intast is ample evidence that the small fields,
trees, and helgerows formed & very effective antiglider &eranga..

In thé g&aﬁning phare we had thought that we could get

graater flexibility by sommitment under division srtillery conirol,
but the plen depended upon the ebility of the parachute infantry
tg clear the 1&5&1%@ gone, When in the Qperatian the infantry
failed 1o elaar:the lenéing zone, it was clearly demonstrated that¢
giiders sre very vulnerable during lending; that our artillerymen
wers not trained io form complete, lndependent, and intsgral

fighting uniis in themselves, snd they could not affsotive&y fight

(9T) 4~T, P°103;
28



for their own landing zones ag the 32%th Glider Infantry d4id
stuonesafully., This would isgd o the eonalusion that, in this

l instance, s combat te&m arrangament might havs besen more satis-

Jf a0toTy .

The immobility of the asrtillery onse it reschsd the ground

. was probably due to the insdeguacy of ths giiders thamsal#ea,

rether than faulty planning and exepution. I am setisfied thet

avery attempt waz mads to form self-sufficlent lcads whish would

heve been mcbile had the landing fiel&a'not'beeﬁ\so small and
insocessibls to each other, snd hed the pattern not been so dis-
persed. I believe there was demonstrated that the artillery
glider of the future must be sale, contain a teil loeding and
unloanding feature, and have sufficient capacity to provide for a
completely mabils losd.

The cne fastor wﬁinﬁ centributaﬁ more maverislly o the
diffioculties experienced by the artillery than any eﬁher2 in my
opinion, was thﬁ lack of sffective ocommunicetion Beiwesn the airm-
worng division in the field snd the troop earriera, Largely; the
flexibility apd mobility of'airbgrne forcses exists only prioy to
lending. 1Y the commander én the ground ocannot utilize thesse
slemente acsording Lo the taéﬁiaél gituation, he loses them. Had
the request for the change of landing zones resoched all concerned,
the effectiveuess of the ariiilery would have been conaideradbly
inoreased, 3 \

The lask of tabvway communiocat ion bstween tﬁg plane ané
glider iz subjec® to cr&tiaism. Thais would allow discussion of
a’ohange'in plans, end provide a means for a,mﬁs%iag of minds.

4 study of the léﬁding pattern convinces me that most Of the
gliders oast'efr.prematurely, probably due te the infiuence of

~ the glider commenders, who had less ourrent information then the

tug pillois. _
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 To properly evaluste daylight versus darkness glider land-
iﬁgg;-lsi us sonsilder s few statistics. In s formel investiga-~
tion efter the scoticn, the B24 Alrborms Division Inspeotor Genw

i

mfﬁ eral determined that the percentsge chance of becoming a casualty
2§ ; in thé Horass was 10.5% in é&ylight es to 16,8% after derkness;
QQ ~ in the CU-4 it was 5«8% in daylizhd as to 10.7% after derkness.
%§¢ The equipment rendered unserviceable due to crash landinge ranged
| from approximately 20% in deylight to generally twice that during
derkness. (98} There remains little question es to the desirabile
ity of daylight landings.

Qur plang for the svaouation of the wounded, in my opinion,
should have 1ndluéeé evacuation of the mire seriously wounded by
glider. Some flyable CG-H's were availlable, and we had seen
aufficisat "snabch takeoffs” to feel that it was not periicalar-
1y difficult, We wers foroed to watoh our wounded suffer for

. ‘three days, aﬁi it 1s believed that at least some artillery com-
{

.‘}:

Lo

. Sﬁandera sonoentrated more on the operation of eid stations than |
§ L

the aeeompliahmeat of their miasiaaa’ |
_ We had givaa noe thought to replacements. Artillery, as a
“];fgeaaral ruls, does not eontemplaze Iarge losses. The atatistios
gfgg we were able to gather Ifrom this operation, hoae?ar,?inﬁicate that
N large initisl losses ere possibls, and efficlency is affected
from the beginning. The sopdition of the 319%h reqqireé 8 Yow
distribution of personnel from other battellons, whickh naturally
; decressed the sfficlency of others. The answer would éggaar o
iw\}ia in f£iller personnel in the land~-teil element,
| Though the artillery parachutists landing in inundated

Bre88 Were a 3mé&1 minority, they recognized the nmeed for e quiock

(98) A4-9, Angex 1D{1l).
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" release harness for the standerd perechute, which was also
recognized by the officlal observers, and was provided subge-
IQuently. It might also be stated here thet in.thﬁa operation
the dlgnity and morsle of the gliderist was 1mpraved congider-

6{{ i ably in that the #ar Department recognizeﬁ tﬁe heizard in g&i&ing
sta " jand. awarde& extra pay, whioh h&d baen‘gﬁxgﬁgg_by the perachutists

| fonly prior to this time,
) The expsriment conducted by the 320th in assembly led to a
_fﬁaw thought in artillery assembly. The ideal situation still
é cegtémplates agaembly by battery end then by battslion prior to
Egoiag inte pms;tiga, But in & well-dispersed landing, the ldes
Q o }ef ench asparata load or any eamhinaticﬁ of loads working through

- / :
WY { a prominent control point by using guldes ¢ position aress, has

X considersble merit in thet it will expe&ita &t least part of the
{ orgenl zation golng into astion. This, in ay opinion, cannot be.
1 overiocked ae an elternate plan of assembly.
- None of the sky trains were sub jeoted to enemy elr activity.
Considering the somplications caused by enemy ground aotivity,
it would he ahuédar&ng to even think of what might have heppened
gﬁﬂﬁo without couplete mastexry of the alr, It sppears, however, to

3 _
§<§§AP neve been an oversight thet our sair support 4id ancthing to ocleamr

ﬁq,i{s the enemy from LZ "W®,
Fég . The Bupreme Commender has stated that the esssult on the
'éherbaurg Peninsula could not have been achieved so conspiouously
- without the work of the airborne foroces. (99) The 824 Airborne

 Division Artillery would like to feel that it, too, contributed

;kégl.ffe the sucoesa of the operation.

%E%M e .

A (99) A=33, PeR3e
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LESSONS
séms &f the more importent _155%:}3 emphaglzed by this oper-

ation are; | |

‘/}., &12&&:'& raquiz_:g suitable terrain ior lazzéingﬂ.

72, 4rtillery glider unite are not integrel fignting unite
and mqumm‘m{g%m&r their landing zones.

- _&_j._r;g;_gr_xe artillery cen be more effeciively empicyed as
e member of & Pegimental ocombav .fteﬂfé ‘than under division ertil-
lery ngnﬁxa&.

O 4 Qe fnped b
A ¥ ?hg,z gliders used in ths opexation were inadequats tor

Wo ;the treasportation of artillary.

:ﬁ:ﬁ 5. The commander of the silrborne foreces on the ground in
the bulld-up type of opsration maé’z bes in eazazauriicatien with his

“ﬁ""w troop carrier unit in oz*der o fally explolt ﬁeﬁbility and

r, ol
% mebility in accordsnce with the tactiocal situation.

moula Tagilitete Qpexations 1 in some imtaﬁeas.

T g T

T« Davlight :Lan&ing& a;}:e mefer&ble to 1andingﬁ ar‘ber

el “?"-' R s S R
é&rkmaﬂ “w)‘&w [0S &A \«’i‘s at PN ék/}

AN

8, Airborne evacmtma of the wannde& should be included

BTt i

TET e iy aeswmes a2

gn a good ai:c'oorz%e plan.

U R S E g

Y. Eé.r},y,ﬁmglacemnt perasonnel is essential to compensate
fo’r initial losaes';vm;énge art:ill&zy;is t0 fuunetion fox any |
period -of-time.

10. 4Quick relesss harness for parachutes will decyease iniw
tigl cas&a;}.ties aemopg parachutists. |

w‘ﬁ% i}.l. The &aaam't?ly aren should be on the paai‘aizm arsa.

wm Ze Air saperiarity is vi%a,l to the mzacess ar an airb{)rns

)“/IR &isﬁiﬁn.
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8. Two-way communicetions betwsen giider ag_xg_:z;g_:\gggnz;v‘@““"”

L4
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