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TIlE (lPEWIONS OF ~lIE SliD AIRBORNE DIVISION 
A.~ILLERY (62D AII!BORNlILDlVIaION) IN TIlE 

A.IRBOiUIE LANDINGS NEAll ~ MliIlE EGLISlIl, FRANOE 
e-a .Tll1lIlIl 19ltll-

(NOBMANDY CAJII'AIGN) 
(Personal. Experience ot a Dlv1810n Artillery 

Communi oat ions Officer) 

INTRODYCT:U)lf 

This monograph covers the operations of the 62d Airhorne 

DiviSion Artillery. 62d Airborne Division, in the airborne phase 

of the Battle of Normandy. France, e-B June 194#. 

In order. to orlent the reader it is ne oesaary to discus. 

briefly the military and p~litioeI events whioh led up to the 

cross-Ohannel invasion of the mainland. 

In June of 1940, the Naz1s had soundly deteated the Brit 18ll> 

and French at Dunkirk, and could look acrOS8 trom Oalai8 at the 

white clUte 01' Dover. This was to be their exultant privUege 

for tour yea3;'8. These tour years, however, had wrough. a con. 

eiderable ohange in their situation. Whereas in 1940 they had 

measured tbe short distanoe aoros8 the ohannel as a goal tor 

turthelt conquest, they now measured the nearness of tbe Allied' 

might, poised for an invasion, whioh, witb tile exoeption of when 

and wher., waS not ooncealed from them. ell 

The tortunes of war had toroed the .Germans to aaaUlIle a de

tendv. attitude on the Bus.ian front. In Italy they were also 

on the defensive. But, in their eyes, the Russian Army wae still 

the greatest threat, consequently, their strategy was based upon 

oontaining and defeating the oll'o.8-Cbennel invadon toroee, and 

then conoentrating on the dere .. t ot Ru •• ia. (2) 

(1) A-1. p. I-II; (2) A.~l, p.5 
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For aooomplishing the total deteat of Germany, U. B. strat

egy oonoeived, as early as 1942, a plan for the crose-Channel 

invasion ot the European mainland, using the British Isles as a 

base. (3) British Prime Minister Winston Churohill opposed this 

plan trom the time of its inoeption, but at the Teheran Oonter

ence in Deoember 1943, it was deoided that the OVerlord Plan, 

whioh was the oode name for the eross-Channel invssion, would be 

mounted and launohed in May or June of 1944, with General Dwight 

D. Eisenhower as SUpreme Commander ot alJ.1ed see., ail', and land. (Ij.) 

stretegioally, the mounting of Overlord was made feasible 

by two ooeurrenees ot major importa.noe. First, the Battle of 

the A.tlant10 had been won by the Allie.. Amerioan ehips now had 

uninterrupted passage Elnywhere 1n the Atlentio. Seoondly, the 

strEltegio bombing ot Germany's war 1ndustries had been very et

feotive, and the onoe mighty LuftWaffe had been appreo1ably sub

dued. (5) 

The first step in the Overlord Plan WaS to land on the 

Normandy ooast and establish a bese for further operation •• (e) 

NOB/Wil)Y 

Normandy, a province ot old Franoe, had had a turbulent 

hietory for eome 1400 yeers from the time it was oonquered by 

Clovis through the Hundred Years' War end its oonqueet by the 

French ln 111-;0. (7) 'lhe Normans of 1944" were knOwn to be pol1 t-

10al1y reaotionary, agricultural, and antagonistio to strong 

authority. Oollaboration1sts had made very little headway in 

this province. (e) 

The general topography Of the major portion of Normandy, 

the Oherbourg Peninsula (synonymously reterred to aa the Cotentin 

(3\ A-2, p. 138; (4\ A-2, p. 194, 
(6 A-2,p. 228; (7 A-3. p. 493; 
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Peninsula), is made up of high ground backing the oity ot Oher

bourg, and extending generally both eaat and west •. The south 

halt or Cotentin. whioh is of partioular interest for the pur

pos'. ot this narrative, is generally low and drained by th. Douva 

River, and it. prinoipal tributary. the ~~et. into the sea 

at Carenten. The entire valley of the Douva 1. oharaoterlzed by 

broad alluvial areas subJeot to inundation. The higher ground is 

generally in mixed agrioulture, pasturage, and small orohards. 

The fields ere smell. Even the larger one. are hardly more than 

150 by 350 yards. All fields are bowdered by very thick hedges, 

trees, and earth embankments. The road network 1s genarally ex

cellent. As to preCipitation, there i8 no wet or dry sea80n, bUt 

due to the nature of the s011. there is little eVaPoratiOn; con· 

.equently, the ~round 18 usually soaked. Winds are not severe in 

the summer but vary in d1rection. Average temperature tor the 

period Nay-July 1s approximately 50 degree.. Oloud and tog con

ditions, which are ot partioular interest to airborne foro.s, are 

generally unfavorable tor night operatiOns in that the oloud level 
• 

at night ie generally very low, and land fog oonditione frequently 

limit Visibility to almost zero. (9) 

m ENE SI'!lIlT10l! 

German civilian and army morale by June ot 191J.1+ was grilli, 

determined, end high. Thi. wes a morale born ot desperation, 

and oontribut1ng thereto were several tactors. Allied s1r .ttaok 

had tailed to break home morale, the detens. 1n Italy w •• holding 

the Allied .dvance to • snell' s pace, and the German/Army had 

Just eso.p&d from complete deteat .t Sta11ngrad. (lO) Hitler also 

let it be known through ,,11 propaganda ou.tlets that seoret weapons 

(9) A-5, p.3-5; (10) A·5, p.3. 
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wh10h would wreak havoc on the enemy were forthooming. (11) 

The enemy had approximately 320 diviSions ot all k1nds at 

tll1s time, many ot whioh were greatly understrength end 111 

equipped. The German Air Faroe was est1mated at 5300 p~anes ot 

all types. (12) Of the Army divis1ons, 53 were estimated to be 

1n the Weet, and were known to be under the very capable command 

ot Field Marshal Rommel. (13) The planes presumably ava1lable 

to repel invasion numbered 2900. (l~) 

There were three enemy divisions on the Ootant1n Peninsula 

which were of immed1ate conoern to the Sid Airborne Division, 

and VII Corpe in general. (Map A) The German 2434 and 709th 

Infantry Divi,1ons, both stat10·, were stationed strategically 

OVer the length and breadth at the peninsula. The 91st Lutt

lande (Airborne) Division made its appearanoe in at Sauveur La 

V1oomt. and vioinity in the latter part of'May, thereby aausing 

.. chang" in plena for the 82d Airborne Divis10n. (1;) 

The status of supply, train1ng, snd oombat eff1oienoy ot 

tn. German d1vis10ns was in varying degrees trom poor 1n the 

statio divisions to good in the 91st. The statio' divisions were 

understrength, short on eqUipment, inexperienoed e8 units, and 

oonta1ned large nUmbers of Austrians, Bavarians, Pol •• , and 

Russians. Their morale was not h1gh, nor was their physioal oon

dition good, but as long as they were oooupy1ng their prepared 

positions, the, were expeoted to tight well, wh1ch they did. Th" 

91st Division was mobile, had armor, and the 6tb Parachute Regi

ment attaohed, and oonst1tuted a formidable foe. (16) 

Anti-a1rborne defenses in the 1ntended areas of airborne 

operations, as far as passive measures were concerned. were in 

*unable to move with their organia transportation. 

(11) Personal knowledge; (lSI A-l, p.5-6; (13) A-e, p. 1; 
(1~) A-5. p. 5-6; (15) A-~, p. 6-7; (16) A.-6, p. 3-4. 
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various stages 01' oompletion, and were installed in varying 

degree. of thoroughness, apparently diotated by the efficienoy 

and thoroughness 01' the looal oommander. The prinoipal obsta ole 

was "Rommel-spargel". Literelly translated this is Rommel

asparagus, and oonsisted of poles 1n the poss1ble drop and land

ing zones, w1r~d together and oonneoted to mines and var10us 

booby-traps. The latter refinement, in moat instances, however, 

had not been added. (17) In addit10n there were prepared mine 

f1elds, but 1n mo.t instances the mines were not armed. It Waa 

our custom to study the daily photOgraphs tor live .took 1n 

pasturage. By this we were able to asoertain w1110ll areas oon

tained armed demolit1ons. ~he 1nundation 01' the river bottoms 

formed the most effeotive obstacle. (16) 

As an aotive means of anti-airborne defense, the enemy had 

established statio warning posts, organized anti-airborne patrols, 

and engaged in frequent anti-airborne tra1ning exeroises. (19) 

Mob1le striking toroes were organized and art1l1ery supporting 

tires were planned, but it was to b. brought out by later eventa 

that the Infantry-Artillery aption was not well ooordinated. (20) 

THE I!J,LDll PU'N 

~he grounq. foroes to be employed formed the 2lat Army Group 

under the operational oommend of British General Sir Bernard L. 

Montgomery. (21) The miseion of the 21et Army Group we. to exe

oute the tiretphase 01' the OVerlord Plan, or "Operat1on Neptune", 

as th1. phase was known. (22) The lodgement area selected on the 

Oontinent was tn the Caen-Cotentin Penisula area. (Map Bl In 

aooordance with the mission, the British Seoond Army, under the 

oommand of General Sir Miles C. Dempsey, would attaok on the 

. (17) A-7, p. lI<l-49; (16) Personal knowledge; (19) A-7 p. 51; 
(20) A-e, p. " A-7, p.66; (21) A-2, p. 223;· (2111 A-It, p.2(toot-

.. note) 
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. lett, establ1eh e. brldgehea'd. and oonduot a holding aotion. 

while the First U. S. Army. eOllllllallded by Lieutenant General 

(now Generall Omar N. Bradley. would attaok on the right and 

oapture Oherbourg. (23) 

In the First U. B. Army :tone of ..otion, V Corps, under the 

cOlllllland or Major General Leonard Gerow. would attack on the 

left; and VII Corps, oommanded by Major General J. Lawton Oollins. 

would attaok on the r1ght. The VII Corpeorder. in effect. was 

to land on its zone and oapture Cherbourg with a minimum of delay. 

General Col11n8 employed his seaborne troops 1n a formation ot 

divisiOns 1n column, with the ~th Infantry DiVision (Reinforced) 

lead1ng the assault. The 4th waS to be followed in order by the 

90th anll 9th Infantry DiviSions. (24) (Map B) 

The lOlst and S2d Airborne Divisions, direotly under Fi~8t 

Army oontrol, were to be employed in the zone 01' VII Corps, and 

WOuld pass to VII Corps control upon landing. Aooordingly. the 

lOlst A1rborne Div1sion, commanded by Major General Maxwell D. 

Taylor, was given the mission to land by paraohute and glider 

between St Mere &glise and Carentan. and ass1st the ~th Infantry 

Div1s1on in lending. The 82d A1rborne Div1sion, oommanded by 

Major General (now L1eutenant General) Matthew·S. Ridgeway, was 

assigned the mission to lend by paraohute and glider sstride 

the Merderet River snd block enemy reserves trom the Wset.(25) 
- (Map B) 

IRE D*VISION BITUAXION 

In the SPring of 19~~. the S2d Airborne Division lees the 

50~th Regimental Combat Team which was operat1ng 1n Italy. waB 

stat10ned 1n the English midlands north of London. The major 

units organio to the division were the 325th Glider snd 50;th 

(23) A.a, p. 26; (2lt) A-II-, p. 10; (25) A-~. p. ,. 
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, Parachute Infantry Reg1ments, and Division Artillery consisting 

01' one parachute and two glider field artillery battelion •• 

Addit10nal, infantry for the Normandy operation was forthoom1ng 

in the attachment of the 2d Parachute Brlgade, whioh oonsisted 

01' the ;07thand 508th Paraohute Infantry neglmenta, thereby 

giving General Ridgway a quadrilateral division. (26) 

Our two previous a1rborne operat1ons were 01' immeasurable 

help .1n perfeoting our technique, but unfortunately, we had 

never combat lendsd gliders before. Also, sinoe this was to be 

a j01nt operation in that Britich s1roraft and faoilities would 

be used, of 1mmediate concern wee the standardizing of loading 

manifests, methods of marshalling and loading. alert end jump 

signals, and the many other deta1ls pecul1ar to en airborne 

operation. The glider troops had the larger problem. All glider 

train1ng had been based upon the use ot the Co-~ glider. This 

craft, with a maximum pay load of 3.750 pounds, had generally 

besn mastered as to computation of lOads, loading. lashing, and 

unloading. llalIy ot ,ths officers and non-oommie$1oned 'officers 

had even had the opportunity to eo-pilot thts craft, and had 

ga1ned confidenoe thereby. But now the g11derists w8reintro

<luced to the British Horsa gl1der, whiOh, it was learned, would 

be the principal glider used 1n the forthooming operation. (27) 

, The Horsa carried a payload of nearly twioe that of the 

CO-It, or 6,900 pounds. It was ot plYWOOd construct1on, and stood 

on B trioyole landing gear some four feet oft the ground. COmpu

tation 01' load. to properly place the oenter of gravity WaS dif

ficult, elaborate eqUipment such as metel rfill1pB and olamps were 

required to lOad heavy items of equipment into its side dOor and 

secure same_ '1'h1. lasbing eqUipment in ltselt wUghed 300 pounds. 

(26) A-?, p. 1; (271 Personal experience. 
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The time requ1red tor unloading 'was unduly long. To faoilitate 

unloading, numerous experimenta were conduoted, the meet promis

ing ot which was the plaoing of powder oherges 1n the tail seo

tlon, with the V1ew ot blow1ng off the tail upon landing and 

seeking egress through the rear. Some troops m1ght have actually 

used this method, but mostabandOn"d 1t as bei,,!! too dangerous 

te both men ani equipment. Ot gravest ooncern to the g11derlst. 

was the tact that our pilots had had very little experience in 

flyi"!! thh craft, lind also that the noo wheel frequently broke 

through tha floor upon landing, and ripped its way thrOUgh the 

entlre oraft. (28) 

Tra1ning through April and llay was at a terrifio pac •• Much 

attent10n was givton to the balanei,,!! of loads to provide tor 

proper distribution of weepons to provide seourity tor eaoh load. 

Reoogn1t1on signals were worked out. Assembly aids and various 

pleIls for assembly were worked out and rehearaed, and toward the 

latter part of May the div1sion was ready. (29) 

The 52d and 53d Troop Oarrier Wings ot IX Troop Carrier Oom

mand were deSignated to turn ish our transportation. The number 

ot airoraft to be utilized by the 82d Airborne Division alone 1n

cluded 378 0-'1-7'. to take in tile paraohute 11ft on the nlght of 

5-6 June. 2'1-0 HQrsa and 158 CQ-lj. gliders to land on D day and D 

plus>l (inoluding the neoessary 0-'1-7'. to 8ingle tow the •• gliders) 

and the additional use at 191 0-'1-7" tor r8SUPP:t.y on D plus 1. (30) 

The air eohelon of' the Division was organized into two 

foroes: Foroe· ... • to con.1st of the paraohut lsts; Force "B", the 

gllderiata. The land-taU element WIlS lenown .... Foroe ·0·. (31) 
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The Troop Oarr1er plan WIlS to fly Force "A" and one ser1al* ot 
, 

Foroe "S" 1nto Normelll'l.y by the western route; that 1&. to fly 

erouM the Oherbourg Peninsula and approach trom the west, and 

the rest crt Force ":en, the eastern route, or overhead ot tile 

seaborne torces. (32) (Map 0) 

On 27 Me.1/'. wh.n Force "0" was already enroute to 1 t8 Illar~ 

shal11ng areas, the S2d Airborne Divieion received 1t8 mission 

to land by paraohute and gl1der, betore end after dawn ot D day, 

a8tr1de the Merderet River, oapture at Mel'S Egl1se. destroy the 

Douve River orossings at Beuzeville La Bastille and Etienv111e, 

prateot the northwest 1'1ank of the Oorps. and be prepared to ad

Vanos to the west on Oorps order. The I1I1s"ion of the D1v1e1on 

Artillary was to support the Division, and be pre~ared to deliver 

ttres beyond the northWest bOundary 01' the Div1sion ZOne. (33) 

Accord1ngly, tinal drop and landing zones were .elected and 

asa1gaed, areas of responeibi11ty established, and tentative 

artill.r~ ~81tion areas des1glla~ed. (Map D) 

~BI RIV]BION ~~LL!RI §lZYAIIQN 
Brigadier General (now Major General) Maxwall D.1'ay1or 

lett the D1vis1on Artillery on 21 )ebruary to assume oommand of 

the lOlst Airborne Division, thereby leaving the oOlllllland to the 

Exeoutive Officer, Colonel Francis A. Maroh, who ,is frequently 

referred to sa the dean of airborne artillerymen. (~l 

The art1llery, d1'scount1ng the battal10n with the ?04th 

. Parachute Int'e,r;try ·1n Italy, now consisted 01' a Headquarters and 

Headquarters Battery, two glider battalions, the 3l,th armed 

with twelve 75 IIlIIl paok howitzers, the 320th srmed with twelve 

105 .. IC howitzers, and the 456th Parachute lield Artillery 

.,0 gliders 
(32) A-ll; (33) A-10, p. 1; (34) A-12. 
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Battalion ara.d as the }19th. All batta110ns were organ1zed 

into one Headquarters Battery end three firing batteries 01' four 

howi tzers eacl:l. (35) 

A .oat weloolU add1 t10n to the artillery tamly at this 

time WaS a replacement packet 01' offioers ~ were 80rely 

needed. In addition to tilling vacanoies the artillery was now 

able to provide forward Observer parties down to lettered in

fantry Qompany level, wh1ch wae not author1zed by T/o but bad 

been dictated by experience, inasmucb as ninetr-tive percent 

of our t1rlQg hed.been done by torward observer methods. (30) 

The art1llery shared the same tra1ning problems as the 

Division. The 456th waa buay reorganizing beoause only the 

equivalent ot one battery 01' Sioilian veterans was now with UI. 

The ;19th and 31lOth oonoentrated on the HOrla gl1der. This 

meant a oomplet e reoolllPutat1on and read3ustmen' 01' unit loads. 

The plano whioh had gradually been perfeoted over tbe pallt two 

years were no longer applioable beoause of the inoreased oapac-

1ty and other peou11ar1ties of the Horaa. Also, until t~. g11der 

a$llignmenta we: .. aotually made, no unit mew what proportion ot 

Horsas to CQ-4'a 1t would heve tor the operat1on; oonsequentlY 

all plane had to be extremely flex1ble. By May, Headquarters 

and Headquartere Battery alone bad twenty-four oOlllPlete loading 

plane on paper to 1'1 t itaelt into almast any oombination ot 

planes and glidere, (37) 
Artillery ranges were nonex1stant in England. There were 

some ranges in Wale., but the demand was 80 great that D1vision 

Artillery was allotted only a very few days in wh1ch to engage 

(;5) ,,6) (,';!7) .Personal knowledge. 



in servioe praotioe. This was totally inadequate end must oer

tainly have left a questlon ln the Artillery COmmander's mind ae 

to the ability Of hiB officers to oonduot fire, and the ability 

of the man to service the pieces. By lmprovising and using all 

available training aida, this was overoome to the best Of every

one's ability. Oonsiderable time Was spent on trainlng fOr 

night assembly by using the co~ese, flashlights, pyrotechnics, 

and radios. UnfOrtunately, glider landlngs after darkness were 

oonsidered too dangerous fOr aotual rehearsal, oonsequently, 

that phase of the training wae simulated by using truoks. (36) 

The ert111ery plen was influenoed by our experienoe in 

Sl011y. There, the paraobute artillery had been Qommitted with 

the infantry a8 integral parta of Reglmental Combat Teams. (39) 

Due to the soattered drop patterns, however, and the limited 

mobi11ty of the artillery Onoe 1t reached the groun~ it po •• i

bly did more to hamper the infantry than to help 1t. In edU

tion, beoause ot its' heavy equipment, artillery require. oonsid

erably more airCraft than infantry. (40) This 1s elways a 

limiting faotor in its employment. It was believed thet sinoe 

there wee insuffiCient airoraft to aooommodate both the pera-
, 

chute and glider artillery, a oommitment of the gllder artillery 

would provide for better ,in1 Ual ground organ1 zation, mobility. 

and employment 1n meaa; oonssqu&ntly, the glider battaliOns Were 

deSignated. In the paraohute eohelon, or Foroe "AU, the artil

lery wes limited largely to reoonnaissanoe, liaison, and forward 

observer parties. The plan wae to oommit Headquarters end Head-

1 quarters Battery and the ~ glider b!;ttal1ona in Foroe "S" 

(38) Personal knowledge; (39) A-l~. p. 5-6; (40) A-l5. 
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~ ~ under Division '&1'1;111e1':r oontrol, and Dring the lI-56th Paraohute 

~ Field Art111ery Battalion 1n with the land-tail element, or 

Foroe "0". Therefore, th18 battalion 10 eliminated from the air

borne phaee of the operation. IlI-ll 

The art1llery was initially l1m1ted to two planes in Foroe 

"Au, but Oolonel Wi1l1am Ektnan, oommanding the 505th Paraahute 

Infantry, made available two planes from hi. lift to aocommodate 

two hOWitzer seotions for initial employment in an anti-tank 

role at the important communioation oenter ot at Mere Egl1se. 

This miasion was assigned to two seotions from the lt56th, who 

were to drop on DZ "0"* with the 3d Battalion of the 505th, and 

support that battalion in the vioinity of at Mere Eglise. (lt2) 

The two planes assigned to the artillery were to drop the 

reconnaissanoe parties on Dg "N" with the ;OSth Paraohute In

fantry. Their mission was to become acquainted with the situa

tion, reoonnoiter orossings OVer the M8r4eret River, establish 

a OP, seleot reterence pOints, and establish oommunioet1ona with 

the pre-seleoted battalion position areas. (43) 

fhi" oOllqlleted the art111ery loads in Force "A", with the 

exception ot liaison and forward observer personnel mixed 1n with 

the 1n1'antr:r of all three parachute regiment .•• 

In the 1'11'$t gl1der serial of Foroe "B", which wall to fly 

the w&8tern route and make a pre-dawn D day land1ng on DZ "0" 

the artillery was allotted one OQ-JI.. Thh was to be oocupied 

by Colonel Maroh and reconnaissanoe and survey personnel from 

the two glider battalions. (lj.lj.) 

Other elements of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery 

plus the 319th and 320th Glider Field Artillery Battalion. were -- -- . 
*Drop zone for landing paraohutists. 
(,1-1) A~lO, p. 1~2; (lI-2) (lI-31 A~13; (lj.lj.) A~16. 
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to commenoe their ~d1ngs at 2300 hour. D day on LZ ·W··, and 

proceed to their predesignated position areas. (Map D) The 

319th upon lending we. to be 1n d1reot support of the 50ath 

Paraohute Infentry, and the 320th in direct support or the !)OTth 

Paraohute Infantry. .Q0nt1ngent zones were assigned to oover all 

Regimental zones 01' aotion. (~5) 

The airborne eohelon ot the Div1sion Artillery olosed in 

its departure f1elds on 31 May, and prooeeded to aoooapliah its 

tinal br1efing. The enlisted men and junior 01'1'ioer. had 1'8-

cei'l'ed no previous briefing on the target. Maps and esoape kits 

were issued, and 8l.l tinal preparation. made. D day" after one 

day'. postponement, was announoed a. e June 19~. The troops 

wsre trained to a tine peak and morale Was excellent • 

. TI!!!! P6!ll.-CH1l'rE !!!!iI!I4l!!! IN 60':ION 

The reoonnaissance party ot Headquarters and Headquarters 

Eattery, cons1sting of tour offioers and 32 enl1sted men. loaded 

into ita two O-~7'8 and beoame airborne at approximately 2330 

hours .5 June. The night was generally olear and moonlit. Attar 

marshalling, the jumpmasters of the two planes, Captain Edward 

E. Whitley and Lieutenant Thomes E. Shookley, were able to stand 

in the door and observe the Visual navigational aidS below. The 

planes Were flying in a oolumn ot V 01' V's. In this formation 

three plac •• form a V, and three of theee V's form a flight ot 

nine planes. The flights in turn are in oolulllll to complete a 

serial which ulluallyaverages trom four to eil' fl1ght.. (~5)· 

Theil' flight over the weter was at 500. teet, tor tactioel 

reasons, and uneventtul uotl1 the twenty-minute warning was 

given by the pilots. At this time considereble flek Wes en-

*Landing zone tor landing gliders. 

(1t5) A-13, p.l..a. (Ite) A-17, p. 3. 
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countered from the Channel Islande or Guernsey, Alderne1, and 

stark, weet or the Cherbourg Peninsula (Hap e), but fortunately 

1t was short,which was aocording to plan,and aseured the Ju~ers 

thet the plan.ewere on course. The only oause for apprehension 

was thet surely the enemy on the Peninsula was alert and wa1ting. 

As the plane a went 1nto their climb up to 1500 teet,upon ap

proaching land another enemy 01' airborne operations appeared in 

the form 01' denoe oloudo. The ju~mastero could hardly 6ee the 

wing tips trom their positions 1n the doors. Though this gave 

6 certain teeHng 01' security to the a1rborne personnel a8 tar 

aa the ground tire 18 ooncerned, experience hed taught the. 

thet 1t opens up f11ght format1ons and makes tor a more dispersed 

land1ng pattel'lI. ()ooasional breaks in the elouds illd10sted thet 

the formllt1011 wa. opening uP, Slid over eaeh jumpmaater there 

oame " feel1ng ot lonel1ness. Although this groulld fog had ac

curately heell predioted by our 1nt&111gell os reports, 1t had beell 

overlooked in the br1ei'illg, and .aDie aa a surprise to the per· 

sonnel oooupying the planes. During the breaks 1n the fogbllnka, 

the ships were aubj"Gted to scattered amallarme tire, Which be. 

came 11\01.'" seTere a8 they approached DZ "N". (47) 

!l'he plenu, were now flying at appronmat sl.y 700 te.t, and 

acoording to the t111\e element they should have been over the DZ. 

fhe . jump!llaBters expeoted to see light. !lIark1:qr the DZ, but could 

see DOlle I>ven though it was now fa1rly clear. The plane. were 

engaging in eves1ve aot10n·, and there was noth1118 to d"exoept 

wait tor the green light, whioll was the s1gnal. to .jump. fhe 

aignal wae given at O'021~ hours and th~ troopers bailed out. 

"Flying trom aide to side to esoape cones 01' tire. 
(47) Written reports for unit h1.to~ Oapta111 Whitley and 

Lieutenant Shockley, 15 July 1 • 

17 



'rba two ships whioh bad been nying wins to wing were no 

longer together in the formation, but later events Proved that 

they were only ~o yards apert. Nevertheless, both loads landed 

in the inundated Marderet River bottom, approximately one-balf 

mile north'of La Fiere, thereby m1ssins their DZ byapproximate

ly one and one-belt m11es. (Map I) Tbe marsh wes deoeptive. 

Whet appears d to be only marsh gress from just a few feet e. wey 

aotually Was marsh grass, bUt 1 t we. .. growing in trom two to six 

teet or water. Oomparatively ineffeotive enemy tire wes aweep

ing the area, b~t the prinoipal threat to immediate survival 

was the water. The ground wind was suft1cient to pull the para

ohutists into a prone position, quiok release barness had not 

been adopted, end the most exPeditious means ot getting ~t or 

the paraohute was 'to out the harness. By the .tronser helpins 

the weaker, and a wonderful spirit of cooperation, the artillery

men were able to extract themselves Without oasualt1es due to 

drowning. The Division suttered thirty-aix known casualties 

due to drowning that n1ght. (48) 

They were not so fortunate with their equipmant, however. 

ot the major items dropped, oonsisting ot one rad10 SOR-lle4, 

two aoa-609'., two SWitchboards, and a supply 01' Wire, tour 

rooket launohers with ammunition, and one 50 caliber maohine gun 

'11th ammunit1on, not a single item was reoovered trom the water. 

The Junpmaetera eaoh had one Soa-536 to aid them 1n assembly. 

Th~8e were wet and usele •• , and were thrown away. 

Lieutenant Shookley suoceeded in "rolling up hie .tiokn~ 

end assembling his men on the edge at the railroad embankment 

runnll18 north-south through tho marah. Captain Whitley lost 

.even enliated men who dr1fted to the west bank of the river, 

• Assembling the jumpers of 
(~) A-9, Annex, No.1 D(l). 
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joined a small force ot 1ntlllltrymen from the 507th Parachute 

Infantry, and engaged as infantry for the next thirty hourB.(~9) 

~hrouBh the use of runners, Lieutenllllt Shookley established 

oontaot w1th Captain Whitley, and by 0430 hour. the four ott1-

oers and twenty-tive enlisted men were assembled on the rail

road embankment, contemplating their situation. (!.lap E) 

About this time Colonel Roy Lindquist, Oommanding Oftioer 

of the ;oSth Parachute Infantry, oruae down the railroed traok 

proceeding south With a foroe of approximately sixty oftioers 

end men. Since Colonel Lindquist's interests lay On the west 

side of the riVer, he ,intanded to 01'08' the oausewayat La Fiere. 

Captain 'III1it161. the senior officer ot: the artllle,ry detachment, 

reoalling that part of hi. mi •• 10n was to reoonnoiter the bridge 

at La Fier" , formed a third platoon and Joined the Colonel and 

his toroe. (;0) 

~he fighting which developed around tbe La Fiere bridge 

wben they arrived a short time later prov"d so interesting to 

the artillerymen that their mi8e10n W.B oompletely forgotten 

until General .Ridgw.y, . the Division Commander, arrived upon the 

soens at approx1mately'0930, and reoognizing Lieutenant Shookley. 

ordered h1m to disengage hie artillerymen and prooeed to the 

artillery 01' which had been estsbl1shed by Oolonel !.Iaroh in the 

vioinity of at lIere Eg118e. '51) (Map 11:) 

The order was oomplied with, without 1noident, and the de

taohment olosed in the:Cl' at noon. Nothing material as far as , 

the artillery effort was ooncerned had been aocomplished by this 

dataohment. 

The two hOw1tze% ~eot1ons with the 3d Battalion of the ;O;th 

had enoountered prett;y muoh the .. ame .ondi tiona enroute, but did 

(ll'9) Written report for unit histor1, !.laster Sergeant Frank Vlasak, 
15 July 1944. 

(50) A·1S, p. 5·6; (51), A-1S, p. 26, and 8tatement Of Lt Shockley_ 
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drop on their designated DZ. Their bundles, however, beoame 
• scattered on the drop, and they were able to as.emble only ~ne 

" 'f '-!.-'>' 
howitzer when it beoame time to IJX)n on to at Mere Egl1se.!.!&n- ", 

hand11ng a 12YO-pound howitzer, and the ammunition therefOr, 

through the hedgerow country ot Normendy, enemy or no enemy, is 

a mean job in 1tself; oor.sequently. moat of the efforte Of this 

foroe was expen&ad in getting from one plaoe to another. 

In support of the 3d Battel1on, thetr effOrts were negli

gible, but this hOWitzer wae to play an 1mportant role latsr in 

the day. By noon the exhausted gun orews and their howitzer 

were at the art111ery CP. (51) 

THE @VANPE (lLlDER ELEUU! 
AS we reoall from the breakdown of airoraft the artillery 

was allotted only one Ca-4 glider in the oommand and anti-tank 

serial ot Force "B". This lcsd was fOrmed at tile Ramebury de

parture tie~d. and oonsisted of Colonel !.Ieroh, tile Artillery 

Commander, MaJor Frederiok J. S1lvey, S-3 of the 3l9th, EIIlld 

Captain Robert J. Manning, Communioations Offioer ot the 32Oth. 

The remainder of the load, to total th1 rteen offioers and men, 

consisted of survey personnel and their equipment. (53) 

~he glider beoame airborne at 0130 hours D day. marshalled 

and flew the same route that the paraohutists had flown shortly 

betore. (Mep 0) 'fhe formation, as were all the other glider 

formations, wes pair of pairs echeloned to the right. forming 

fOur plane flights. (5l1-) It may be well to explain this fOrma

t10n, just to illustrate the inoreased length ot the sky trains 

when gliders are involved. The tow ropes are ;00 teet in length. 

(52) Letter, Colonel Franois A. March, then Division Artillery 
Commender~ dated 4 December 19l1-8. 

(53) A·16; (54/ A-17, p. 3. 
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members of the party were inlured to the extent ~t they 

could not be moved. Leaving two members of the detachment to 

take aare of the injured, Colonel March, with his oonsiderably 

reduoed party, prooeeded toward the center ot the town, where 

Lieutenant Colonel Edward Krouse and hi. ;d Battalion of the 

,05th ~ngased 1n mopplng up the town. Notlng that at Mere 

Xgl1se, tor the time being at least, was seoure, the party pro

ceeded weet toward the preplanned ap looatlon. (55) 

While reoonnoitering the preplanned aree, the party Was 

met by General Ridgway, who advIsed Colonel Maroh that the Di

vision OF was approximately 1000 yards weat Of the preplanned 

area. The Division Sap diotated that the artillery OP be near, 

so, at 0;00 hOur. the art11lery OP opened approx1mately 1400 

yards west of at Mere Eglin. ()!'ap E) , 

The ,reconnaissance detachment whlch Colonel )!'arch expected 

to tind here wa. nowhere around, and it we w111 recall, it wa. 

engaged at this t1me 1n fi~t1ng es Infantry at,La Fiare. The 

situation wes so absOlll'e, and the survey part 1ee sO depleted 

that noth1ng could be done in that direotion. No trallllporta· 

t10n was aVailable, Isolated tiring was hea~d trom all direc

tiollS. (56) About all the command group could do WaS wait tor 

development •• 

At noon,when the reconne.iucanoe element J01ned the ap 

group, a port1on at the enemy's plan of aotion was beooming ap

r /P .. ren1t. prusure~ust.no:;-1:.llofthfLap Jt~~. It wee 

-:f:,;, mandatory that the en8lty threat be repulsed 1n that U would 

;p' out the life line between the element. 01' the Div1s1on in the 

vicinity at at Mere Esllse, and those to the west at La Fiare. 

(55) Letter, 001 March. 4 Deoember 1948; (56) A·19, p.42. 
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General R1dgway realized that 1t the situation went trom bad 

to worse he 'IIould have to gO, on the defens1ve, and St Mere 

Egl1se and vioinity would be the ground he mUst ooouPY' Conse

quently, all efforts were direoted toward the repulsion at 

this et teale.. (57) 

The ~ probed throu.ghout the aft&rnoon, but sought to 
tn· _ 

~ /i810dg& ~he detend~re by fire rather than by aggressive aotion. 

? The lone 75 IIIIIl pack hOwi tzar from the 456th hall a field d.ey in 

neutrel.1z1ns enemy automati 0 weapons by d1reot t1re. (5S) The 

oannoneers would oautiously probe a small openillg tbrough the 

{P' 4redge,row, fire several fast rounds, and displaoe. III the mean-

~ time, observers would pick up anothe; mMuine gun opening up on 

I~,~ 'the now vacant posit1on, thus provid1ng the howitzer with ita 

)'f" next target. Airborne artillerymen call th1s Sniping, and enjoy 

the sport tremendously sO long as the ene~ is not suffioiently 

aggressive to overrun the position. (59) 

During the afternoon's aot1o~. however, Oolonel Maroh was' 

able to organ1ze an improvised sta1't. Of immediate conoern was 

the lack ot equipment. He appOinted L1eutenant Shookley a-4, 

and prov1ded him with a one-quarter-ton truok and trailer, bor

rowed tram D1v18ion Headquarters. The 8-4, with a,tew enU.ted 

men, was abls to salvage oons1derable w1re oOllllllUnioatiOll equip

men~ trom the orashed gliders and the perabundles whioh had not 

been picked up by the jumpers. The idea was inteotious, and by 

even111g the Divla10n supply situat10n had been eased to some 

extent. (60) 

Oolonel Maroh oould 8.e by this time that the art11lery 

battalions would !lOt be able to oooupy their pre-seleoted POSi~ 

A-4, p.39; (56) Letter, Oolonel Maroh, 4 Deoember 1948; 
Personal knowledge; (&0) Report 01' Lt Shockley, and 
.11.-19, p. 39. 
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tion areas, not even the alternate areas; oonsequently. he and 

his recently appointed S-3. Oaptain Whitley. reoonnoitered new 

posit1on areas. Their .iroulation was limited to the 2000 yarde 

between st Mere Egllee and La Fiere. and they were on toot, so 

they deoided to plaoe the 320th just east of the OP and approxi

mately halfway to st Mere &glis •• and the3l9th a tew hundred 

yards south of the OPt Serseant, Smith. the newly appointed Com

munications Chief. was able to establish wire eemmunioatione to 

both areas without dittleulty. 

The newly apPointed S-2. Lieutenant Sullivan, could get no

where with hi. survey due to the laok ot personnel. but managed 

to get the hOwitzer attel' the tight al'Ound the CP, register from 

ona position area prior to derknesl. and stake out a limited 

poslt1on el'ea survey. The fruita of his labors, however, were 

never utilized, nor waa survey ever to be employed during the 

remainder ot the campaign. (61) 

During the oours. of the afternoon the batta110n partie •• 

augmented by personnel from Headquarters Battery, were readied 

to reoeive the 1nooming gliderlsts, brief the oommandel's on the 

situet1on, and guide them to their posl tlon areas. 

While the forward elements at Division Artillery were thus 

engae;ed in Normandy. the main body waB engaged in last minute 

preparations for takeoft. The Ill'tl1lel'Y ~ell with three 

serials: 30. 32, and 33. (62) 

Serial 30 was composed ohiefly of Division Headquarter. and 

speolal troops, but one aorsa end one OG-~ was available to the 

artillery. Sinoe tht. serial would land almost two hours pr1ol' 

(01) Personal knowledge; (e2) ·A-9. Annex ,. 
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to seriEls 32 and 33. advantage was taken of the Horea to tran$

port a quarter-ton vehicle oontaining an SCR~193 radio, one offi

oer. and two enli.ted men from Headquarters Battery. fhis radio, 

inoidentally, with the aid of modified antenna, was eas11y capeble 

of communicating over the entire length and breedth of the Penin

aula. and even beck to England. It wes thought that this set 

might. be able to play e large part in the operation. fhe OG-Ij. 

oontained a personnel losd of twelve from the 320th. (63) 

Serial 32, oomposed of two QQ-4'. and forty-eight Horsae, 

was prinoipally an artillery serial. It was forlll6d at the lIsm

bury departure field. (Map 0) One ca.4 contained Lieutenant 

Colonel William E. Bertsoh, Division ArtIllery Exeoutive Cfricer, 

his vehicle, driver, and Sergeant Trijello from toe PI section. 

fh!s, together with two Horsas, rounded out the Headquarters end 

Headquarters Battery detachment. file latter oontained .. trailer 

eaob, with misoellaneous equipment and the entire starf Of Divi

sion ArtIllery to inolude the S-1&4, S-2, S-3, Communioations 

Offioer, Surgeon, and the enlisted aSSistants, totalling twenty

nine in all. (61j.) 

Forty Horsas of the aeriel were allotted to the 3l9th, and 

contained 362 offioers end men. 12 75mm paok howitzers. 29 i~tcn 
truoks and 16 traUers, plus their ammunition loads and other 

assorted equipment. Four Horsa. oontained 20 officers and men, 

a i-ton truoks end 3 trailers from the 320th. fo complete the 

serial. one cG-4 and one Horsa oontained medical support from the 

307th Airborne Medioal Co~any. and one Her.a, engineer aupport, 

from the 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion. (65) 

(a3) Personal knowledge; (64) A-le; (65) A-9, Annex ~. 
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Serial 33. tormed at the Welford depe.).'ture field (I&;p C). 

oon.i.ted or,twelYa CG-~'s and thirty-eight Horsae. all from the 

32Qth., It will be noted bere that the heaYier 10, mm' howitzer 

aud the bas19 load Of its beavier ammunition requires a oon81d

ellably sreater lift than do ... the 75 m .. battalion. TIlere were 

323ottice1'. and men, and major 1tem. ot equipment in.luded 12 

10; ..... 3 how~t.e).' •• 28 t-ton truoks and 17 trailere. Tbe bow

'1hers were leahd into tbe. 12 00-*',. (00) 

Serial 30 spearheaded the evenins glidelllitt for ])-day. 

Its landins time was 2110 hours, fOllowed olosely at 2120 by 

eer1al 31, ,00"818t1nS ohiefly 01' med1cal, 1'eoonne1uan.e and 

s1gnal personnel and equipment. Then there wea a ·sap in tbe 

aChedule. liIerial 32 was to land at 2300 hours, followed Closely 

by aer1al 33 at 2310. The entire lift was to fly the eastern 

route, and aatar as was knawn to the indiv1duals oonoerned; the 

tarS8t waaLZ"W· south or at Mere l!gliu. (Maps 0 " Dl 

Daspit. the taot that no news had been reoeived from Normandy 

the morala of the artillerymen 1n ae1'1al3O wea high. Tbe weather 

wee 8%oe1le ntl. They were to tly over that port1on or tbe Cbn

bourl Pen1neula presumably seoured by tbe ltth Intantry and lOlet 

Airborne Divisions, and land well before dsrknen on I.Z "W',wb:1oll 

presumably hedbeen secured by tbe 1st Battalion ot the 5O'~h and 

the 101.t A1rbol"lle Division. All went well until tI>. ser1al 

turned into ita :final las ot tbe tl1gllt at 8t .• MaroClllt Islands, 

wh1olllO, a verY'small 11!land g1'OUp ~ust ott the eut coalt of the 

. Peninsula. and was' reoogn1~d by the !!liderh1:a all. the nn1sa

UQnal a1d eBtabl1sh1ng theleet les I)t their Journel. Let \III 

. lea",. tl1& sl1deli1ata h8re 1'01' .. moment and reoap~t1.!lah what bad 



ta1<&n p1a oe atLZ ·W". 

General Ridgway had realized as &"r1y 118 11100 hours tht. 

dflte (D-de.y) thet LZ "W" might well be untenable 1'01' gl1der 

landingll beginning at 2110 hours. On the other hanil. DZ "0" 

was being held by a small group f:rom the 505th, and it was felt 

that the entirs ares oould be oleared by the 2d Battalion by 

landing time. Herein lay a wonderful opportunity to mallll full 

use 01' the n8:.;1b1l1ty end mobility o:f a1rborllll troops. Aooord

ingly, a radiomeseage wasdhpatohed forthwith, requesting that 

the gliders be landed at DZ ·0". Unfortunately the radio re981 '(tel' 

was out of order and th81'8 Was no way of telling wilethel' the mes

sage waa recai~ed. The Division wae plagued with a lack 01' oom

munioat1onswith the outside thl'oughout D-day. (67) Ae' a seoond

al'!' meall8 of o<!mmun1oatton, sinoe it WIIS known that Troop Carrhl' 

Command would have a reoonnaissanoe tlight over the area a; 1500 

hours, panels were dieplayed to lndioate the same messege. Aooord

ingly. the EUreka lind landing panels were eet up at DZ ~O". (ee) 

The s1 tuet10n as conoerll*iLZ 'W" wae de:l'ini tely no tgood at 

2110 hours. The 3d Battalion 01' the ;o;th had attempted to drive 

south trom at Mere Igltse but had met with nn suocess. (69) The 

6th Infantry ot the ll-th Intantl'Y Division had 1'allche4 it .. D-dll1l' 

obJeotives generally south of: LZ "W", and wali ready to stop 1'01' 

the night. (70)· The advanoe elements ot loree "0·, the land-tail 

element of the elld Airborne Dividon had landed during the arter

noon,and by 1700 hours found itselt 1n the ith Infantry sector 

Just s~th 01' Les Forgs. and LZ ~', Just at mile. trom at Mere 

JIlgUse. Oolonal E. D. Bat1'. oommalld111g t1l1. element, had a taroe 

oompoae~ 01' One platooll ot: Oompany ·Il. of the Ij.thO .. Yalr:r Reoon

(61) A-19 , P.;&II (OS) A-9. Annex Ij.b; (6\1) A..It, P.:31t1 (10) A-It, 
p. 53. . 



na1ea.anoe SqU4Ldron, Oompany 0 of the 71t6th Tank :ee.ttal1oll, od 

90 1nfalltl'ym.~ 01' tll8325th 011d61' Infantl'Y. (71) Tile G,u'mell/l 

were well dug' in on .... s11ght r1~. extendinllllOl'tlle .... t. They 

had1nfantry, :art1llery and armor, .. nd complete domilliltion over 

t.Z ..... (72)(lJap J!) , 

Oolone1 llatt 1mme<lo1atel1 realized the 8&1'1ou8118811 01' the 

situation. ae thoU!!llt the. glider. were due 111 at 2200 heure, ad 
. 

hav1nll heard tfno ohange 1n plana, he prooeeded to attaok the 

ridge. In th~ tlutprobe he lost an armored oal' and 0110 tank. 

Bea11~1Dg tha. he had ullderest1mated the strength 01' the ene.,., 

he oomm1tted the elltire toroe 011 the second at_empt. oovered by 

the Oalloon OOlllpallY of the eth Infantry. Tile twe lead tanks wu. 

1mmediately Slit af1re by se's, the UUck agaill bOllsed dOWlI, end 

it. became obv1,ou8 tlle.t tiler. were too many ant1.tank w'lIPon. 011 

. tlle position to e,4v ... noe 1Iith tankll.It wunow 2100 hOurll, an4 

811r1&130 e,ppeared ever the 1l01'izon. (73) 

It h allllQet nefldlesa to1nforlll tile reeder that apparent 1), 

. nOlle of the m .... ages requesting the ahange' 111 landing zones had 

reach. Ii the tUl> pilote. (71t) '1'he Rebec .. '" 111 the squadrCII 0011\

mallliertl! plane,'De try1ng to pull thell\ oc 1I01I1erab1y to the nOl'th, 

while the terr~in features olearly indiaated that they were 011 the 

propel' route ..1'he tendell.oy was to d1eresard the Bebecca. The 

. Germans opened'up wHll deadl.y lIoouraoy. and the nrial becue 

scattered •. Thl! CO-It laded inth. LZ with only 11111101' dallage to 

the 811d81:', bul tour m8ll wel:'e killed, and the l:'ema1n1ns eight 

welle woun4i1d $ild su.llaequent17 evacusted,theftbl 1'elldor1n& tllU . 

load entirely .~ne:f'teotive. Til" Horsa was lIIO:re fortuna... It 

.. out 10088an4 ~esded due north •. 'The p1l0\ intellt UpOIl aeour111g 

(71IA-19, p.;2) (72) A-19, p.33; (73) A-19. p,3,; (74) A-9, 
Ann6:!!;1t1l,_*BOlllilll! devioe-Itll" station in the u19ne,p!tted·with thel!iuul<Il ontne groun<1. n squs(ll'on co_nUl'S p ... nes onlY. 
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his maximum $l1dins d1ehno~. had no spud I\Ild altitude lett'to 

reoonnoiter a landing field,' 80 he "panoaked" into I\Il orohard. 

The glider wae da~ed, but none ot the pereonnel was seriously 

injured. The load, however, could not be extraoted w1th the 

personoel available, 80 1t was abandoned and the officer and two 

,men made their way to the CPo (75) 

When aer1al 30 was haVing ita troubles, .. er1al. 3$ and 33 

were becom1ng airborne. No word regarding any challge 10 plane 

had reaohed them, oonsequently, 10 the1rlgnorame, tile only 

thins ot particular oonoero was that some at tile .. land1nse would 

be made after d&.rkneaa, and thi. wae sOllleth1ns which had been 
, " W 

eoneiderea too dangerous even to rehearse. The take oft ot tbe 

two eeriel. wall mede 101 til ol:lly one minor inoideot, ODe HorBa in 

serial 32 broke ita, tow rope assembly in taloiott, and hed to pull 

oft the lio$, Thie load oontained Lieutenant Colonel John W. 

8m11e" the divisioo artillery 8" aDd a large part 01' hia oper~ 

aUOO$ platoOIl. Reallz1nsthat it any statt of1'icer was elll8ent1e.l 

to the overAll ettort 01' the artillery, he 'l1li8 that etaft otti~ 

cu, he appeal .. ", to the local Troop Oarrier Oomme04er 01' the 

~,eta Group,aere, the troop oarrier elemeot olearly demoostrated 

its :flexib1lity. and preparation tor the aooolllj)liahment 01' it. 

m1$81on. B1the ass1atance of grouod Orewe tile load was traDS

ferr.ato anot.her glider w1thin a matter 01' twenty minutea, aDd 

airborne. Th1e could well be.a reoord 01' 80llle SOrt_ 'The gl1der, 

pulled lntoit~ orlg1nal place 1n the aer1al juet a8 it turoed 

lnto tbe. 1'1081 leg of the 1'11ght at at Maroov,t .. (76) 

mil Written rQP!>rt tor un1t hUton, I.t H9Ill'r W lI111iogtoo, 1, July l~'I'I-, . 
(76) Stahmeot ,Of lot Colonel John W S!n!ley, Division Artillery 831 

&l1d 1'81'80081 knowledge, 



In orOSSitls the Ohannel in the *Q~n8 11ght of D~4a;y, the 
, 

sight below was truly some th1ngto beholdl There were sky. tra1ns , . 

and shipsot a~ types below, as tar a. the art could aee, not 
, 

to mention the . tighter planes darting everywhel'a ·1n their Ide810n 

to pr.oteotthe:slow trall$porte.Tha landing craft di.gorBing 

their mel! and,qu1pment on Utah beach indioated. olearly tbat the 
, 

beach a.sault ",dbeen Bucoe •• rut, Large fires inland gave ue a 

f.ei1ngtl1at ail was well and aoeordlng to plan. (77) , . 

The first! ind1oatlon that; maybe all was not well oame When 

we were with1]); sight ot LZ "W", It 18 truly ironio and most , 
amazing thatbf now, at 2300 hours, word bad not oirculated 

around auffio1,ntlY to avold a duplication ot the same exper

iel)oea enoount~red by the serials two hours preViousl;y. There 1& 

evidence to 1Qdioatethat the tug pilots were aware ot some , 
obange in plll~, and a study of the land1l)g p&ttem show. clearly 

thet th~ P110~~ were splitting thed1tterence between LZ ·W· al:l4 

'DZ ·0·. (78) .There Will no oommunioaUon batlr •• n the tug shtp 

el)d theg11de~ exoept the Aldis lamp in the tug ship, whioh was 
, 

etriotlyone ~f, el:ld it ohose to tell the gliders nothing ax
(-

Ollp __ when to qut ott;, (79) 
-; 

'rhe lead ,planes ot serial 32 were now well w1thin the range 

of the enemy .... pons 1n the northern' part ot LZ ·W·, and tba ak" 

tra1n was gen,r!!llY headed tor at Merellgl1ee. The Germe!l.ll 

.e~ed to be 9onoentratil)g their t1re ontha tug ships rather , 
than the gl1d,rs. One lllUet admire the .. e O-If 7 pilote, lI'ly1ng 

~t less than t50 miles per hour, at al) alt1tude ot 1500 teet or 

le8&, with 1I0i armor proteQtion and no selt-seaUng gaa tanks, 
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must, to saY'the least, be .. tryillg experience which takes 

, great Gcuras.. Serial 32 tound itself in a situation where 

many things o,an happen and many person all. ties may be eome in

volved. It i. the tug pilot'. duty to tow the glider to the 

deSignated LZ, then signal to the glider pilot to aut 100u; 

Now the glider pilot takes over and lands the glider in the LZ 

acOordlllg to h1stralnillg. When the gl1der oomea to a belt, 

the gUder oo,!,mander* "ctively assumoa command. There are many, 

, varia!:>l ... alo/lg this ohatn of eo_nd when the sky train oome" 
I 

under fire. 'l\he tug pilot may release the tow rope from his end , 

and thereby out the glider loos. without any signal Or warning. 

The glider pilot may become exoited end out 100". before h. re

ceiv •• the e1g1lal, tram the tug pilot. And no smell faotor to 

oonsider is the glider commander, who, in almost all instances, 
c 

outrllllk. the S!-ider pilot. and becomes hi. commander when the 

glider reaohescthe ground. ~he gllder oommander may order the 

pilot to cut lQoae. 

, In seriel '32 on this evening there were oombil'llltioneot all 

the poss1l:>le ve.,r1ablea, and of the 47 artillery gliders in the 

eer1al, it is s1gnitioant to note that not a single one landed 

On the 1ntendeQ: Ill!. The nearest was eome 1000 yarQa away; the 

remainder was g+nerally dtspersed from two to six miles short ot 

and between LZ loW" and IlE ~O', thereby lndioatillg that flying 

gliders over an alert and well organi zed enemy 1. not praot1Oal. 
, (Map E) 

There was 40 taot1cal unity in the landing, and sino. 

the foroes on tl\& ground had ceased their advance tor the nigl:\_, 

the enemy was sbile to cOllcentrate on the glider1ets. He was not 

asst_s,ive, but AS oontrolled the roads by fire. The artillery-

*Senior drborne' pauenger in the glider. 
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men could not move their equipmnt through the hedgerows, OOnse

quently there was a maximum of confusion and disorganization. 

Some load. were abandoned entirely as their crews engaged the ene

my. In many instanoes this allowed the Germans to destroy the 

equipment by tire. In other instan.es, of oouree, the equipment 

was rendered unserviceable by the orash landing.. Meny ot the 

aG-~'8 stoppedsgainst formidable objeot. and the noses oould not 

be opened for unloading. The problem ot assembly was made even 

more d1tfioult by the fact· thet the troops were now trigger happy 

and were shooting ea.h other 1n the darkness, and many g11der 

oommanders were unable to orient themselves. (sa) 

Rat1onalization set in. Heretofore unmentioned ln this nar

rative is the tact that the 325th Glider InfantrY, torming the 

Division reserve, was to oommenoe its landings at 0700 houra on 

D plus I, utillzing the same LZ. All artillery glider oommander. 

klleW this, and.1n many instance. there was a tendenoy to establlsh 

a perimeter defense around the load and hopefUlly wait tor day

light and the .325th. Other factors influencing the deo181011S ot: 

the commander. were the wounded, of whioh there were many. 'riley 

did notdeeire to be sbandoned, and there wae notr8118portet1on 

for them even if they were transportable. D.spite the plann1ng 

of the load8. it WaB now d1soovered in the dispersed gliders thet 

there were trailer loads of ammunition but no vehioles ln eight 

with whioh to tow them, and the same WS8 true of the hOwitzers, 

The loads were lmmobile. 

Of the ~7 gliders, only S landed intaot; 11 were damaged, 

and 2S were destroyed. Or the 12 75mm howitzers, 'were servioe

able; 8 sustainea mlnor damege and were re~ired by oe.nn1bal1z1ng 

part. from the , that were oompletely Ullservioeable. That gave 

(80) Personal knowledge. 



the 3l9th 7 serviceable howitzers. Of the 32 i-ton trucks, 

only 16 were serviceable atter land1ng, and ot the 21 tra1lers, 

l~ were serviceeble. Landing casualties in serial ;2 amounted 

to almost twenty-five percent. Of the 409 officers and m&n, 18 

were killed and 76 required evaouation. (81) 

Serial 33, oonta1n1ng the 320th end Just 10 minutea behind 

serial 32, fared somewhat better. Of the 50 gliders, 3 actually 

landed on DZ ·0"; a large number landed within several thoQSand 

yarde thereof, and only a tew were as muoh as tonr to five mile. 

ott, end generally short. (82) ~he damage to the gl14ers them

Bel ves was greater then in the caee ot serial 32 in that only; 

landed intaot, 10 were damaged, and 3, were considered destroyed. 

Oonterenoes after the action attributed this to the fact that 

moet of these landings were made atter total darkness. (83) 

Eight of the 10; mm howitzers were servioeable in the final 

analyeie; 23 of the 26 i-ton truoks and 13 of the 17 trailers 

were serviouble. Of the 323 otUoers and mlll1, only 7 ..... re 

killed and 33 evaouated as a result ot the initial landings. (6~1 

It aeelllS now that we have eons iderable argument in tavor ot land

ing gUders atter darkness. Contributing raotor .... hioh must not 

be overlooked, however, inolude the tact that serial 32 was en

gaging the enemy on the ground, thereby giving him le .... opportun

ity to oonoentrate on the sky train. As a direot result the 

flight did not open up, the landing pattern was lee. dispersed, 

and greater mutual support was poasibl. when the troops reached 

the ground. 

~he assembly problems of the 320th, eVen thouSll it had a 

better landing pattern, were generally identical to tboBe of the 

(81)(82) A-9, Annex 5; (S3) Personal knowledge; (f>lI.) ;1.-9. Annex , 



319th. The guides frolll the .. dvanoe element. ot tile e.rUllelT dld 

oOlltaot the 320th upon landing, and tile trend toward their 1nltlal 

posltion jusl west of St Mere !glis. was started. 

The man;)!' elements of the artillery gl1derists whO were de

pending upon, wooor t'rQIII the 325th Glider InfantlT at 0100 hours 

on the 7th were doomsd to dioappolntlll8nt. The 1nfantry did land , 
promptly, but(9ro.~ LZ "WH, and hardly any Of its gliders oallle 

thU f .. r to the north. Seeing tnie. the artlllelTlll8n,' employing 

infantry taotios'as best they knew how. oonc.ntrated upon assem

bly, and by O?OO houra 1t begen to take on an organized forlll. The 

319th W& ... sselllbling 1n an are .. northwe.t Of StMere!glise, end 

the 320th was .... emb11ng 1n It. posi tlon area just west of the 

same town. (Map El 

At 0911 hours 7 June, the 32Oth, with onl~ two ot it. hOW

ttzers in pOSition, oommen.ed fir1ng in direot support Of the 2d 

Battalion of the 50;th. (95) The hOwitzere and oroa were oom

ing into the poait10n area at the rat. of approximately one per 

hour, and by evening they had eight 105'. in posit1on plus one 

75 :from the If;6th which had been attached for the time ednl!!. It 

will be noted here thet things had not gone aocording to the 

art111ery pl .. n. The poal tion area occupied by the 320th wee fUlly 

0000 yards east of the planned pod Hon area. and even 2000· yarde 

east of the alternate poel Hon. Needless to say. the preplannad 

fires were well beyond the Illax1mum efteotive range. and would have 

been ot: dubiOUS value at this tillle. Instead Of supporting the 

5Q7th where liaison had been eet uP. the battalion wae now sup· 

porting a unit with wh10h no prevlous arrangements had been made. 
(86) 

In order to more olearly understand the art111ery Situation, 

let us take .. or1et look at the infantry situation alii Of 0900 



(

hours on D plus 1. The lld Battalion of the 505th was direoting 

/) its attention toward the north and northeast ot at Mere Eglise • 

• 'ily(;J It made patrol contaot with the 8th Infantry of tilE> 11th Intantry 

j"',,y"r' 1vision at 1000 hours at at MorUn, nortlleaat of at Mere Egl1ee. 
fi"" V . , (87) 
~" .".,,; he;d Battalion wes falling Bouth and east of at Mere Egliee. 

;.soP ,{Y'-t j,P-li" Tile lst Battalion was resisting heavy enemy oounterattaoks from 

"" across the Merderat in the vicinity of La liere. (Mop 1) 

Elements of the 507th were engaged in the same defensive m1s~ 

sion just south of the causeway at La liere. Other element. or 

the same regiment were engaged at the other Merderet River oro •• -

ing site in the d1vl.ion area south ot La 11ere at Chet Du pont. 

The me.jor portion of the 507th was believed to be west ot the 

Merderet, but their situation Was obscure. It was later deter

mined that tilare Were generally two groups: One west ot La liere 

between the river and Amfreville, end the other west of Amtre

ville. (Mop 1) Only twenty-tive percent of the regimentel strength 

wes accounted tor et this time. (SS) 

The 50Sth had a small torce eest ot the oauseway et Ohet Du 

Pont, and other elements were known to be farther west, between 

the river and Pioauville. (Map 1) Only twenty-five percent o.f 

this regiment's strength was aooounted tor. (89) 

The 325th Glider Infantry was in the prooess of landing aM 

assembling. (90) The last airborne element of the Division 

Artillery, in the .form of five CG-4 loads, landed in LZ OW" with 

the seoond serial of the 325th at 0710 hours. Their aotions are 

not important to this narrative, but they had one experie~e 

which wes unusual and interesting. 

Sergeant Oharles Cummings and Corporal Edward !roar, ot one 
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ot the gliders, were oaptured shortly atter landing •. They were 

eonduoted to a etone bu1lding nearby whioh already oontUned eome 

twenty airborne prisoner., and which also contained an enemy 

battalion headquarters. The prisoners were 1n good spirits be

cause they oould understand sutficient German to realize thd the 

Germane were arguing among themselves about surrendering. The 

battelion oommander appeared to be the only one who objeoted to 

the surrender. Their spirits however beoame dampened when ths 

ensmy brought 1n L1eutenant Oolonel Gorlan A. Bryant (~l ot 

the 4th Infantry Division) as a prisoner. Tllis didn't look good 

to the prisoners who Were not tamiliar with the situation·. Oolonel 

Bryant was instrumental in further inoiting surrender of the gar

rison, (91) At 1030 hours when the 6th Intantry Regiment oom

menced its preparation tor the assault ot the posit1on, many ot 

the Ge:rme.1l8 were ready to surrender, but there re$1ned the prob

lem of how to stop the fire from the 6th Infantry. Ite .... of Amer

ioan 01oth1ng were held up on rifles only to be out to shrede by 

maohine gun fire. A German grabbed e bugle and blew a Burrender 

oall, only til be h1t in the process. Now ooourre4 an incident 

wh10h 1e typiosll.y Amerioan and probably "ould not 00\1111' in any 

other army 1n the worldl One of the prisoner" retrieved the 

tellen bugle and blew "chow oall». fhe tiring oeased. (92) Tile 

6th Infantry oame in and oolleoted 174 enelllJl" prisoners; (93) 

D plus 1 went by without a round being fired by the 319th. 

Due to exoessive oaeualties and temporsrily mi8s1ng personnel, 

the battalion "as unable to efreot suffioient organization to go 

into aotion. Inoluding the welking wounded, they had over lOG 

wounded in their assembly area by evening. (9l1-) There llad been 

no thought given to air evacuation. Each unit was taking oare 0:1: 

(911 .1..lj., P.62/· (92) Written report ot Sgt Oharlea Cummings, 
1; July 1j1"; 93) A..lj.. p. 62; (911-) Stat6lllent ot Capt Welter 
Bedingfield, Bo8urgeon, 3l9th; and personal knowledge. 
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its own. The able-bodied had to watoh their wounded sutter un

til well into the following day When evaouation beoamepo8sible. 

On the morning 01' e June, the 320th wes still firing from 

its present pOsition, in support of the 505th and 2d Battallon of 

the 325th, whioh had been attached to the 505th for aotion to the 

north. No preparation was attempted tQr the attaok due to the 

shortage of emmUlllt1on, but 8ui't1cient observers were provided to 

reaoh the infantry oompany level. The effectiveness 01' the obser

vation wae limited by the hedgerows, but approximately twenty-flve 

missions were fired upon targets of opportunity, end this battal

ion did oontribute materially to the suooess of the attaok whish 

cleared the division zone to the north. 

The 3l9thgot under way to a position area in the vicinity 

of Chet Du Pont, which, 11' we will reoall, Was their alternate 

posit1on area in tne initial plans. Since the battalion was in 

no oondition to operate with any degree ot etficienoy, due to " 

shortage ot personnel. and no replaoement" were in Sight, plens 

were II1ade to augJUt>nt it. strengtb from the "56th when the land

teil element arr1ved, Tbis un1 t was further looked forward to 

because the battalion ammun1tion treins therewith were known to 

be oarrying 1000 rounds per bettalion. (95) 

By evening seven howitzers were in position and the miSsion 

was direct. support ot both the 507th and 50ath. B1nca the 320th 

had taken over it. mission with the !)a!)th, the liaison and ob

server partie. were transferred to the !)a7th. The observers al

ready with the !)Oath reported in to the fire control net dur1ng 

the day. At 1700 hours the battal10n oommenced firing. (96) 

Many other events were OOQurring at this time. Our infantry 

was moVing into positions to oapture our initial obJeotives on 

(95) A-131 (96) Personal knowledge. 
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the following day; The 90th Infantry Divi8ion Artillery we. 

moving into pOsit1ons to reintoroeour fires. The ~56th plus 

other attached artillery with the land-tail element we. mo~ing 

in. The airborne phase had ended. 

4l!!\1,YSIS iIj!D CRIT,ICI.!!!!! 

In analyzing and oritio1zing this artillery operation, we 

must bear 1n mind that it was the first t1me that g11der art1l

lery was employed in mass, and there was no established doctrine. 

1 do not believe that the artillery mission 1n the airborne phase 

ot this Operatton was a success as Sl1oh, but' I am convinoed that 
, 

this exper1ence contributed materially to the highly suooessful 

subsequent employment at airborne artillery. wnioh was tiring 

1.}oIIt]lId:~h eighty peroent ~~ its effio1enoy within one and one-halt 

houra after landing. (97) From that standpoint only, oould we 

oonsids~ the mission Justified. The material results, hOwever, 

were tar from worth the ooat in lives and eqI11pm&nt. The taotioal 

error was in the oommitment 01' gliders in unsu1table landing ter

rain. The taot that only thirteen of the ninety-seven artUlery 

gliders landed intaot is ample evidenoe that the small fields, 

trees, and hedgerows tormed a very etfeotive ant1glider de1'ense. 

,In the planning phase we had thought that we oould get 

greater flexibility by commitment under divis10n artillery oontrol, 

but the plan depended upon the abUity of the paraohute infantry 

to olear the landing zone. When in the operatlon the infantry 

fal1ed to olear the landing zone, lt was olearly demonstrated that 

gllders are very vulnerable during land1ngj that our artillerymen 

were not tra1ned to form oomplete, independent, and integral 

t.tshtlng un1te in themselves, and they could not etfeot1vely fight 



~" ~w " 

l
' for tlleir own landing zones ou the 325th Glider Infantry did 

.. uoosutull)". This would lead to the .'onolusion tha t, in this 
, ; 
j'l,1natanoe. a combat team arrangement might have been mol's eat1a-

~ r " y ita.tory. 

, ;./" 'I'ha immobility of the artillery onoe it re9,ol.l.ed the ground 

J " waa probably due to the inadequac1/' ot the gliders thelll<!elves, 
t; 1: 
c(~~ rather than taulty planning end exeoution. I am satiafied that 

, every attempt was made to torm self-suff1oient load. whioh would 

have been mobUe had the land1ng fields not been ,eo smaU and 

inaooessible to eaoh other, and had the pattern not been so dis

persed. I belleve there wae demonstrated that the artll1ery 

g11der Of the future must be safe, oonta1n a tail load1ng and 

unload1ng feature, end have suffioient capaoit1 to provide tor a 

completely mobile load. 

The one faotor whlch contributed more mater1ally to the 

diff10ulties etperienoed by the artHler1/' than any other, 1n my 

opinion, was the lack of effeotive oommun1oat10n between the alr

borne div1&ion in the field and the troop "a1'r18rs. Largely, ths 

flexlb1l1t1/' and mobility of airborne toroee exists only pr10r to 

lending. It the commander on the ground .annot utili ze these 
, 

elements aooording to the taotioal Situation, he loses them. Had 

the request for the ohange of lending zonee reaohed all oonoerned, 

the effeotiveness of the artillery would have been considerably 

inoreased. 
) 

The lack ot two-way oommunioation b.tween tUIi: plane ani 

g11der is subjeot to oriticism. Thls would ellow d1souae1on of 

.. ohangs in plana. and provide a means tor a. IIl\lftl ng ot mind a • 

A study of the land1ng pat tern oon vinces me that mo. t of the 

gliders oast off premeturaly, probabl1/' due to the influenoe ot 

the glider oommanders. who had less current 1nformation than the 

tUj! paota. 
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To p~operly evaluate daylight versus darkness glider laud-

ings, let us oonsider a few atatlst1()s. In a formal investiga

tion after the aotion, the eSd Airborne Division Inspeotor Gen

eral dete~lned that the peroentage chancs of beoom1ng a oasualt1 

in the Horsa Was 10.5~ in daylight as to le.2~ after darkness; 

in the cQ.4 it was 5.a~ in daylight as to 10. 7~ after darkness. 

The equipment rendered unserv1oeab.ls due to crash lendings rallO!led 

from approximately 20~ 1n daylight to generally twice that during 

darkness. (~e) fhere remains little question a. to the desirab1l

ity of daylight land1ngs. 

Our plans for the evaouat1on of the wounded, in IllY opinion, 

should have 1noluded evaouation of the more seriously wounded by 

glider. Some flyable CG-~'8 were available, and we had seen 

sufficient 'snatCh takeof1's" to feel tnat 1t was not part1cular

ly difficult. We were 1'oroed to wetoh our wounded sufter tor 

three days, and it i8 believed that at least some artillery oom-

j" )' mandel'S oonoentrated II\Qrs on the. operation 01' aid stet1 cms tban 

frY [the aooomplishment of their missions. 

We bad given no thought to replaoements. Artillery, as a , 
. I .. general rule, 40es not contemplate large los.es. The stat1stios 

, 
\ 

\ 

we were able to gather from this operation, however, indioate that 

large initial 108ses are possible. and effic1ency 1e affeoted 

from the beginning. The oondition ot the 3l9th required a re

diatraut10n of personnel from other battalions, which naturally 

deoreased the e1'1'ioienoy of othera. The answer would appear to 

,~1e in t1ller personnel in the land-tall elemen~. 

ThOUSh the artlllery parachutists landing 1n 1nundated 

areas Were a small minority. they reoognized the need fOr a quiok 

(~a) 4-9. Annex lD(l). 
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release harness for the standard paraohute, whloh wae also 

recognized by the offiolal, observers, an"- 'was provided subse

quently. It might also be stated here that in this operation 

I the dignity and morale of the gllder1s\ was improved conalder

ably in that the War Department recognized the hazard in glidlng 
<' , 

and awarded extra pay, whioh had been ooveted by the paraohutists 
<. 

only prlor til thls time. 

The experi .... nt oonduoted by the 320th in assembly led to a 

. new thought ln artillery assembly. The ideal 81 tuat ion still 

i oonUmplatea auembly by battery and then by battalion pr10r to 
I 
\ going into posi tion. But in a well-dispersed landing, the idea o . 

jot eaoh separate load or any combination of loads working through 
I 
( a prominent oontrol pOint by using guides to pO$1t1on areas, ha. 

\oon"iderable mer1t in that" it will expedite at least part ot the I organi zat10n going into aotion. :Chis. 1n my opinion, oallnot be 

\. overl.ooked as an alternate plan of .. u6mbly. , 
None of the sky tr.a1na Were subjeoted to enemy air aotivity. 

Oonsidering the coop11oationa oaused by enemy gronnd aotivity. 

it would be shuddering to evan think ot what migll' have happene" 

,~,,~. without oooplete mastery of the air. It appears, however, to 
'" ,J'1 

(~'", have been an oversight tbat our air support did nothlog to olear 
II.': i 

u~;.r the enemy from LZ "1'1". 
, b'\ The Supreme Oommander has atated that the auau111 011 tile 

Charbourg Peninsula oould not have been aOhieved so conspicuously 

witllout the wor~ ot the airborne foroes. (99) The 62d Airborne 

Dlv1ilion Artillery wouldl1ke to teel that it, too, OOlltri buhd 

to tile sueoesa ot the operatioll. 



~ 
~ 

Some Of the more important lessons emphasized by this oper-

at10n are; 

'/1. Glid.~~t'.,_q,:I~". _ell_Uable. t@1i·flWl!'9r.l,e,n~l!" 
v 2. A~ll~ery .glider un1 te are not integral, :f'~gbt~ng unUs 

.• 11<1 r"q"i~,,!nt!D:t;r.Lt<) .ol~ar tlle1r landini$zolles. 

i" 3. A1rbo.-ne artillery can be more effect1vely employed &II 

.. member of .. " rell1mental oOmbat team th.an under d1 vision artll-. . - -.-- -

lerJ' .. ~uiil:'l>l • 
. - CL 4Q1... 1Jo! ... 't.;J. f v 4. Th,?! glider. us ed 1n the 

Ithe transportetion of artillery. 

operation were inadequate for 

fhe commander ot the airborne torces on the ground in 

~ the buUd-up type of operation must be in oommunioation with his 

~~ troop oarrier unit 1n order to tully exploIt flexibility an4 

~ mobility 1n accordanoe with the tactioal situation. .:1 

~,p1' 6. Two-war communicet1011s be.tw"en sl.ider ./lIld tueplane .:v.","" ,', ".- - - -.' .~ .. ,,-.~, .... ~ .. - . '. --. '.-, 
would fM,1lJttl.t •. 9ll!<;(llt~9~ 1n SOllie instanoes • 

. ~ .• ' -~'~"~'-- . ~.- ... " -~ '"'-"~'C''<.E...,.~ ...... ,~ •• , ',,' 

7. Day11ght landings are preferable to lendluge after 
" -. , 

e. Airborne evaouation of the wounded should be included ---.,..------... -.... -'.-.. -.. -.'---""'.-------~.'."" -- -~' ~'-". ".- --",-

1n a good airborne plan. 

9. Earl~replaoement personnel 1. ess.611t1e.l to compensate 

for 1n1t1al 10s;e~;1f~th;'art11lery) 1s to fUnotion for sny 

period ·c.tt1me. 

10. Quick release harness for paraahutes w111 deorease ini-

t1al casualties among parachutist" • 

....o~ Illl. The aeaembly a_r.~~.~ould.~e on the position are ... 

e::~:e~:~. ~1;';ti;;t1~!:1"~~. ~s vi.l.'!L!0 the suo~~~. or en airborne 

, 


