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THE OPERATICNS OF COMPANY K, 394TH INFANTRY,
(99TE INFAWNTRY DIVISION) IN DEFENSIVE ACTION
NEAR ELSENBORN, BELGIUM, 16-21 DECEMBER 1944
(ARDENRES=-ALSACE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

CRIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

In mid-November 1944, after s hasty trip from ENGLAND,
the 99th Infantry Division relieved elements of the Sth
Armored Division and the 9th Infantry Division end tock over
e defensive position in whet was considered e "quiet" sector
in the southern part of V Corps in the United States Flrst
Army front facing the SIEGFRIED LINE. (Ses Map A) It was in
this "quiet" sector that the green §9th Infantry Division was
to receive its combet indoctrination. However, this sector
did not remsin quiet very long as the Germans directed their
famous cocunter-cffensive in this eres, This monograph covers
s portion of that offensive, known as "The Battle of the Bulge",
and sets forth an sccount of the defensive cperations of Com-
pany K, 394th Infantry, 9%9th Infantry Divisicn during the per-
i0d 16=21 Decerber 1944, (1)

The progress of the First U.S. Army, which had resched
the ARDENNES FOREST in September 1944, is of great signifi-
cance. So rapid had been the race of American tanks gnd in=-
fantry ecross FRANCE and BELGIUM thet our supplies couldn't
keep pace. In view of the simost exheusted supplies, the
Allied High Commend declded, rathser than to attempt a final
thrust te the heert of GERMANY, to commit ell forces on a

genersl line which stretched for nearly one hundéred end fifty

(17 &%, p. 30%



miles and held until supporting troops and supplies arrived
- to permit & resumption of the offensive. (2)

To execute this plan end resume the attack would necéssi-
tate the messing of 8ll aveilable forces in the attack sectors.
Thus, a decision was made to make substantial withdrawsls of
troops from the ARDENNES sector, leaving e minimum holding
force to maintalin the existing line. This obviously, involved
a "calculated risk", but the ARDENNES FOREST afforded a natural
defenslve barrier with few good roads and it was known thet the
Germans were using this areas to rest and refit theilr battered
divisions. During the latter part of October and early Novem=-
ber, shifts were made 1n the Allied lineup. Certain troop
units were wlthdrawn from the ARDENNES sector lesving the re-
maining units with wider defensive frontages and larger sareas
of responsibility. (3)

The ROER RIVER was sn obstacle which could be made into
a dangerous barrler by release of water from dems on its head-
waters snd upper tributesries, These dams were in the sector
of responsibility of V Corps which was executing plens for
their capture with veteran units from the vicinity of
MONSCHAU. (4) (See Map A)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The 99th Infantry Division, composed of the 3954, 394th,
and the 395th Infantry Eegiments, was &ssligned the mission of
defending the southern portion of the V Corps sector which ex-
tended from WONSCHAU, CGERMANY on the north to just below

LOSHEIMERGRABEN, BELGIUM on the south « & dlstance of more than

(2} A-6, ps 49, 75
(3) A-6, p. 75, 76
(4} A-1, p. 95-98



twenty-one miles. (See Maps 4 and B) The division wes in-

structed to carry out agg&essive patfolling to the frbnt and
to maintain contact with elements of VIII Corps on the right.
(5) -

Because of the greatly extended frontage, 21l three regl-
ments were placed on line and the 394th Infantry was esssigned
the defense of the southern portion with a frontage of epproxi-
mately seven mlles. The 393d Infantry was on the left and
Task Force X (1l4th Cavalry) wes on the right. The front was
generally stabilized with both friendly and enemy action being
limited to harassing fires end patrols. The mission of the
594th Infantry was to actively defend its assigned sector
through aggressive patrolling to its front and meintain con-
tact with units on its flanks. The enemy to the front was
ldentlfied as elements of the 347th Infantry Division with the
860th and 86lst Infentry Regiments on line. The enemy held a
well~-prepared line of defense which consisted of -two parallel
rows of mutually supporting pillboxes (or bunkers) spaced
approximately 200-300 yards apart and locasted at critical
polnts covering draws, roads, and other avenues of approach,
They manned a thin OPL with many snti-persomnnel mines and

booby treps scattered to their front. (6)

TEE BATTALION SITUATION

On 14 November 1944 the 34 Battallon of the 394th In-
fentry Regiment relleved the 1lst Battelion of the 60th In-
fantry Regiment of the 2th Infantry Division and took over a

defensive position protecting a crossroad of the vital VERVIERS=-

(8] A-2, p. 304, 309
(6) A-2, p. 304; A-5



LIEGE HIGHWAY. (See Map B) Thils covered an extended front

of three thousand five hundred yerds through very hesvily
wooded, rough, hilly, and broken terrsin while the enemy posi-
tions were generally on open ground., The 24 Battelion, Z94th
Infentry, was on the left, and, on the southern flank of both
the 394th Infantry asnd the 99th Infentry Division and in a so
called reserve ares, entered the lst Battalion, 294th Infentry
with the mission of protecting the open flenk and forming a
limited reserve. To the south some 8000 yards was the 1l4th
Cavelry Group (Task Force X) with the only contsact belng made
by motorized pstrols twice daily. Since no other friendly
farces were in thls erea, enemy patrols could operate without

hinderance. (7) (See Map B)

COMPANY K'S FIRST POSITION

By 0800 hours 14 November 1544, Company K, 394th Infentry
had relieved a rifle unit of the lst Battalion, 60th Infantry,
9th Infantry Division end was occupying the same battle posi-
tions which were 3 mile east of LOSHEIMERGRABEN, BELGIUM and
Jjust across the internstional line into GERMANY. (See Mep B)
Compeny L, 394th Infantry was on the left and the lst Bat-
tellon, 394th Infsntry was to the right rear. (8) |

Snow was seven inches deep and the weather was very cold.
Visibllity wes generally poor because of the falling snow and
rain, During the period 1& November to 10 December 1944, de-
fensive positions were maintasined and pastrols were sent out
daily. The company recelved a few cesuslties when our patrols

met those of the enemy snd during occasional ensmy shelling

(7) A-2, p. 309; Personeal knowledge
(8) A-8; Personsl mowledge



in our ares but the majority of our bhattle losses were as a
result of antli-personnel mines, Enemy patrolling was not ag-
gresslive enough to penetrate our lines to any extent and be-
cause of this and continuous snowing, one log hut for each
platoon was constructed on or sbout 4 December to enable &
portion of each platoon to get dry and warm. Over 60 per cent
of the men had not yet been 1ssued arctics although they had
been requisitioned several times. 3Size 12 was the only silze

available thus far. (9)

CCCUPATION OF RESERVE FPOSITION

On 11 December 1944, Company B, 3%94th Infantry relleved
Company X as the 34 Battal ion went into the flanking and re=-

serve poslitlions that the lst Battelion had held. {See Map C 1}

The 3d Battallon was detached from the 394th Infentry and
deslgnated as 99th Infantry Division reserve with the mission
to protect the right flenk of both the 394th Infantry and 99th
Division and to prepare for further action. (10)

Company K went into & position sbout 500 yards south of
the first road junction west of LOSHEIMERGRABEN., (See Mep C 1)

The company was to be in mobile reserve, as was Company I
which was across the road from Company K, and until further
orders, was to improve the hutments snd foxholes in the ares
begun by the lst Battalion, repair clothing, clean and refit
ell weapons, and be prepared for further action. (11)

Compeny L, 394th Infantry, reinforced with one section of
heavy machine guns from Compsny M, furnished the security for

the battalion end had positlions astride a main reilroad enter-

(9) Persongl knowledge
(10) A-8; A-5; Personal knowledge
(11) Personal knowledge



ing from GERMANY about 300 yards southeast of FOREST BUCKHOLZ

STATION. (See Map C 1) The 3d Battalion command post was

located in the building at the rosd junction. The entire bat-
talion posltion wes lightly held, all troops were not complete-
1y'dug in, and defensive positions were not assigned to Company
K end Compaeny I; 394th Infantry. (12)

The 99th Division's first offensive began on 13 Decenmber
1944 when 1t was ordered to attack on the right of and in con-
Junction with the 24 Infantry Division. The 3934 Infantry was
to make the maln effort and was to attack to the northeast and
gecure an objective on the high ground just west of HELLENTHAL,
(See Map A} Demonstration missions té meintaln pressure agalnst
the enemy were given tc the 394th and 395th Infantry Regiments.
(13)

On the afternoon of 13 December, the 3934 Infentry was on
lts first objective but was receiving strong enemy reslistance,
and late that evening, Company I, 384th Infantry, reinforced
with one machine gun pleteon from Company M, 394th Infantry,
was attached to the 3934 Infantry to support their attack. (14)

Early on the morning 15 Dscember 1844, the 3d Battallon
commander, 394th Infentry, with his staff, end the company com=
menders of Compenles K, L, and M, each with a platoon leader
and comrmunications sergeant, made a recomnaissance of the
rosds and terrein in the woods north and northesst of KRINKELT,
for the battalion had been slerted to be prepared to move in
that general area on short notice to follow up the attack made
by the main effort of the dlvision. That evening about 1830

hours, the company commender of Company K oriented =11 the plg-

(12) Personel knowledge
(1%) A-1, p. ©7; A4-2, p. 330; A-4, p. 17
{14) A~-1, p. 98; A=-8; A4=9, p. 10
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toon leasders, platoon sergeants, and the executive offiger
concerning the day's activities by giving them s map orient-
ation of the roads and the probable routes that might be taken.
At this time it was emphasized that all equipment and clothing
be in top condition., (15)

Later that evening, more artillery was heard going over-
head into the enemy held territory and the next day the men
learned that our front lines had reported hearing unusuel
noises and asctivity to our front in the vicinity of LOSHEIM,
GERMANY. (16)

THE GERMAN PLAN (See Map D)

The events leading up tﬁ the German breskthrough in the
ARDENNES sector are well kmown. For several months the Cer-
man High Commend had been devising ways end means to creste a
counter-offensive which would take the initietive from the
Allies and steve off inevitable defeat. The German plen in
brief was to attack through the Americen sector in the ARDENNES
with the 5th, 6th, and 7th Panzer Armmies. The penetration
would be blocked with infantry and the 5th and 6th Panzer
Armies would plunge through the center in a mad dash to selze
the crossings of the MEUSE RIVER and then speed on to BRUSSELS
and ANTWERP. The remains of the fast diminishing Luftwaffe
would support the attacking forces., (17)

The 6th Pengzer Army, commended by "Sepp" Dietrich, was
assigned the mission to pass through the LCSHEIM gap (Pirst
U.8. Army sector) and burst over the ELSENBORN RIDGE on to the

MEUSE RIVER, and finally to ANTWERP. To accomplish this mis-

{15) Personal knowledge
{16) Personel knowledge
(17) A-6, p. 10-14



slon, Dietrich had massed five divisions of infantry end two
divislions of armor on a twenty-five mile front generslly a-
stride the boundary between V and VIII Corps. Dietrich would
be alded by various paratroop droﬁs and Skorzeny's Panzer
Brigade, made up of American tanks and equipment, to capture
vitel bridges on the MEUSE RIVER with a minimum of opposition.
(18)

The Germen High Cormand hoped that this plen, csalled
"WACHT AM RHIEM"™ (Watch on the Rhine), would turn the tide of
battle on the Western Front, and if successful, the Allied
Forces on the Western Front would be split and twenty to thirty
American divisions would be trapped. (19)

After several postponements, 16 December 1944 was the
final date set by Hitler and at 0530 hours on thet day the
German countér—offensive smashed into the Americen posltions

with devastating resulta. (20)
NARRATION

THE FIRST DAY OF THE GERMAN COUNTER=-QFFENSIVE

At 0530 hours 16 December 1944, the men of Company K,
394th Infantry were awskened by the loud bursting of artillery
fire. The rounds seemed to be landing near the front line and
1% was thought thaet they were 105's and that the Germans were
catching "hell™ early in the morning. In a few seconds the
bursts became much louder and it was thought thaet they were
155t8 and that the Germans were really getting a bilg dose of

it now. Suddenly the rounds were landing in the company arsa

(18) "A-6, p. 139
(19) A-6, p. 10-14, 290-34
(20) A-~8, po 47
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and not untll then was 1t realized that "that stuff" had been
cdming in and not going out. (21)

By 0535 everyone in the company area was stirring. At
about thet moment the company commander's attention was called
to an ﬁnfortunate incident which occurred in the 3d Platoon
area. Two antl-tank men, whose orgenlzation was unknown to
anyone in Company K, had been shot, one killed instantly snd
the other in critical condition. Hasty investigation revealed .
that their anti-tank gun had been located at the rosd junction
Just west of LOSHEIMERGRABEN for over a week but they had never -
bothered to dig any defensive positions. When tle shells
started landing around them they abandoned their gun and start-
ed running.wildly for any cover they might find. In thelr im-
pulaive move for safety they ran into the 34 Platoon's area of
Company K, oblivious to the several calls to halt, and tore
off the cover of onerof the foxholes. They were, of course,
the instent target of the foxhole occupants. (22)

The barrage along the regimental front lasted for ninety
minutes. It was concentrated malnly on the LOSHEIMERGRABEN
area and falling on the lst and 34 Battalion greas. Thers
were no casualties in Company K as most of the ertillery fire
in this area had resulted in tree bursts and gll positions
had tesn constructed with overhead cover during the previous
week. (23)

At sbout 0820 hours, & messenger from the battalion CP
made his way to the company arsa smd relayed the message that
the battalion commander, Lt. Colonel Moore {then Major), want-

ed one rifle platoon and the weapons platoon to rush to his

(21] TFersonal kmowledge
(22) Personal knowledge
(23) Personal knowledge
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hesdquerters area. The company conmander immediately took
down the lst Platoon, led by Lt. Spencer, and the weapons pla-
toon, led by Lt. Ralston, to FOREST BUCKHOLZ STATION. (24)
(See Map C 2)

Information received at that time revealed that enemy
troops hed heen spotted spproasching down the railroad trecks
toward the prepared positions of Company L and that they had
pulled in their outposts in order to obtain more surprise fire.
As the two platoons of Company K reached FOREST BUCKHOLZ STA-
TION, at sbout 0912 hours, they bscame involved in a fire
fight es Company L engaged the enemy when they came within 200
yards. The enemy elements had epprosched in close march col-
urip formation with no security to the front. From all indi-
cations, they were taken by complete surprise and suffered
heavy casualties before they could break formation. (25)

Whlle this initial firing was taking place, the lst Pla~-
toon went Into positions on the high ground to the right front

of the battslion CP and just right of Company L. (See ¥zp C 2)

The light machine gun section of the weapons platoon set up
within the lst Platoon area and the 60 mm mortarg went into
defilade behind the 1st Platoon on the reverse slope. (26)

For a short while about two companies of the enemy appear-
ed to be trapped in the rallroad bed or boxed in by fire from
all sides. The enemy scattered, withdrew, and sought whatever
cover available. About slxty men took cover in some boxcars
thaet were in the area. Several direct hits were made on these
cers by two 57 mm anti-=tank guns; moved wlthin close range,

and by seversl bazocka rounds. Whenever any of the enemy at-

{24) Personal knowledge
(25) A-2, p. 344; Personsl knowledge
(26) Peresonal knowledge
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tempted to escape from the cars, rifle and machine gun firs
killled them. The 60 mm mortars of Company K were supplement-
ing the fire of Company M!'s 81l's, The eﬁemy withdrew as
quickly as they could but not before numerous casualties and
'aﬁout thirty prisoners were accounted for. (27)

The enemy appeared to be present in large numbers and so
the remaining two platoons of Company K were sent for. During
the tiwe they were being brought up by Lt. Rose, the company
executive officer, the enemy sent a patrol to the right of the
railroad track in an effort to locate the flank and étrength
of the defending forces. They were fired upon by the lst Pla-
toon, Company K, and the A & P Platoon and again they suffered
heavy casualties., Company K received no casualties and the
A & P Platoon received only a few, but their platoon leader
was one of them. (28)

The 2d Platoon, led by Sergeant Ferguson, and the 3d Pla-
toon, led by Lt. Schlemmer, arrived sbout 1030 hoﬁrs. The 24
Platoon was placed 1In position to the right of the lst Platoon;
end the 3d Platoon was placed to the rear near the roasd lesd-
Ing to HONSFELD to protect the company's right flenk and rear.

(See Map C 2) The platoon leaders were promptly enlightened

on what was known of the enemy situastion and were told not to
waste any time digging In, for what had appeared an hour or so
before to be Just a locsl ettack was now belleved to be a large
gcale offensive., Interrogation of the PW's revealed that the
ldentification of the enemy was the 12th SS Panzer Division.
Von Rundstedt's "gll out attack™ order was taken from one of

the PW's captured by Company L during the earlier attack., (29)

{27) Personal knowledge
(28) Personal knowledge
(29) Personal knowledge
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About 1100 hours the area received a very heavy morter
barrage and a few minutes later an estimated two companies of
enemy troops attacked Company K from the southeast. The
ground hed thawed enough to enable the men to have their fox-
holes almost completed so that they were able to meet the enemy
wlth some degree of preparedness. The area to the front was
gcattered with thick bushes, consequently the enemy was‘able
to advance as close as a hundred yards to the company's posi-
tion. However, the sharp rapidity with which bullets were
flying, kept the enemy pinned down end arrested any further
edvance. In a few minutes the 60 mm mortars hed the range and
were making it very uncomfortable for the enemy. In sbout
forty-five minutes they withdrew by means of the draw, one hun-
dred yards to thelr rear, with the mortars harassing them 2as
they withdrew. Company K suffered three casualties, one KIA
and two WIhA. The enemy's casualties were undetermined but one
thing was certain -- he had feiled in his attack. (30)

These attacks on the 34 Battallon convinced us that the
enemy would continue his advances until he succeeded in making
a penetration. Word recelved from the 1st Battslion, 394th
Infantry, reved ed that although the enemy had pensetrated their
area in several places they were still meinteining their orig-
inel positions for the most part. The enemy would soon be rush-
ing unopposed through the gap on Company K's right flank for
there was & distance of several hundred yards to the next
friendly uwnit. It was very likely thet the troops around FOR=-
EST BEUCEHOLZ STATION would socon be completely surrounded. Re=

inforcements could not be expected as the 3d Battallon was

(30} Personal knowledge

14



not only the regimentel reserve but also the divislon reserve
and they were completely engaged. (31)

At sbout 1445 hours on 16 December, the 3d Battallon Head-
guarters withdrew to the posltion cccuplsd by Company K the

previous evening. (See Map C 2) At 1500 hours the 24 Pla=-

toon, Company K moved over to the left of the lst Platoon and
took np positions astride the road to LANZERATH and the rail-
roed., Compeny L then withdrew to the area previously occupled
by Company I before they were attached to the 3934 Infantry.
The 3d Platoon, Company K, shifted their positions behind the
1st Platoon and had the seme mission. (32)

About 1645 hours, as scon as duak would permit, Company X
sent the third squad of the 34 Platoon ms a patrol down the
LANZERATH ROAD to seek information sbout the enemy. This pa=
trol returned about 1800 hours and reported that they patrolled
the area for about 500 yards and had encountered no enemy but
had heard tank movements on the LANZERATH-LOSHEIMERGRABEN ROAD.
This information wes relayed to battalion headgquarters. (33)

At this time orders were received to lecave two rifle
pletoons in the present position to defend the area In the
vicinity of FOREST BUCKHOLZ STATION. The remaining rifle plae=-
toon and the weapons platoon of Company K, along with two
rifle platoons from Company L under the command of the Com~
pany Commander of Company K, were attached to the lst Bat-
talion to reinforce their defense. 1lst Lt. Joseph P. Rose,
Executive Officer, Company XK, remained with the lst and 24 Pla-
toons in the vicinity of FOREST BUCKHOLZ STATION. (34)

Informaﬁion was received sbout 1945 hours from Lt. Colonel

(31) Personal knowledge
(32) Personal knowledge
(33) Personal knowledge
(34) Personal knowledge
15



Robert H. Douglas, Battalion Commender, lst Battalion, that

the lst Battalion had been hit hard and had suffered many
cesualties and although they were still holding their original
pqsitions they expected enother full scale attack before day-
light. At 2100 hours, 16 December we took up a defensive posi-
tion about 600 yards north of LOSHEIMERGRABEN as shown on Map
E. Most of the men of éompany K had not eaten since the even-
ing meal on 15 December and ammunition was running véry low,
These conditions were reported to lst Battalion Headquarters
but a resupply of neither food nor ammunition was received.

The men spent most of the night digging in and familisrizing
themselves with thelr positions. At about 2400 hours we heard
over our radio (SCR 300) that Lt, Rose had reported tanks, - |
with infantry aboard, overrunning his positioﬁ‘at FOREST BUCK=-
HOLZ STATION and thai he was destroying his radio.- (35) |

THE WITHDRAWAL TO ELSENBORN

At deybreek the following morning, 17 December, the two
platoons of Company L were detached end given another mission
with the 3d Battslion. That left the position to be defended
with one rifle platoon and one weapons platoon., At 0640 hours,
after a short artillery concentretion, the lst Battalion was
ageln attacked by six battalions of infantry, supported by
tanks, dive bombers, flame throwers, sand rockets. About 1000
hours the lst Battalion was ordered to withdraw to positions
in the viCinity of WMURRIGEN, BELGIUM. (See Map E) The former
positions had been rendered untensble by the flanking of enemy

forces on both s=sides, end food, water, and smmnition were

(35) A-2, p. 346; Personal knowledge
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nearly expended, (36)

Company K was not notifled of the plans for the with-
drawal of the lst Battalion, in fact no information had been
recelved from the lst Battalion since the evening before. At
aﬁout 1030 hours troops could be seen withdrawlng on elther
gide of our position. It was learned eventually that they
were elements of Companiss A and B and that they were wlth-
drawing but didn't know where they were goling. We dilscovered
" that during the night the lst Battallon had changed their redio
¢all signs and had not included Company K. Whenever attempts
were made to contact them on our SCR 300 radlio no one ﬁould
answer snd radio traffic would cease for long periods of tlme.
At about 1300 hours Company K was attacked by an sstimated two
companies of infantry. The enemy was plnned down by automatic
end mortar fire for about seven minutes, at the end of which
tirme all of our mortar ammunition and most of our ball ammmuni-
tion had been exhausted. Simultaneously, enemy mertar fire
begen landing in our area and the Germans began rushing our
position. We withdrew with only a few minor casualties for a
distance of sbout 300 yerds where a hasty defense was again re-
sumed, The trees in thls location had been planted in rows
which afforded good firing lanes from which sach man of Com-
pany K fired a finasl volley at the enemy as he ceme within
close range. At this time it was necessary to abandon our
mortars in order to withdraw quickly and to ald those who were
wounded., (37)

We were unable to comprehend at this time the intenslty

of this attack by the Germans, which has now gone down in

(36) &=3, p. 87; Personal knowledge
(37) &4~9, p. 11; Personal knowledge
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history as the "Battle of the Bulge", and we decided to with-
drew to the north ard ncrthwest through a thick forest to
KRINKELT in an effort to contact other friendly forces and

to obteain a‘resupply cf ammunition and food. At 2100 hours we
stopped et & spot about 1000 yards east of KRINKELT. (See '
Map E) The men were exhausted and unable to continue any
Tarther without 2 rest. A close-in perimeter defense was set
up e&nd 1t was planned to contlnue the withdrawsl before dey-
breek the next day. The weather was still cold but the snow
and ice had thawed to the extent that 1t was very disegreesable.
Friendly and enemy artillery passed overhead all during the
night. The men were cold, tired, scared, and hungry., Need-
less to say, they dldn't get much rest that night, (38)

About 0400 hours, 18 December, a soldier from Company A
stumbled into our position and said that he had been tsken pri-
soner by the Germens the day before snd hed Just escaped. He
stated that the Germans, with tanks, were in the clearing about
400 yards to the southwest, A smell patrol sent with the
soldler confirmed this report, and plans were made'to proceed
without further delay to KRINKELT, (39) (See ¥Mep E)

When we reached = étfeam about 300 yards east of KRINEELT
at 0215 hours we were pimmed down by interdictory asrtillery
fire which we belleved to be our own. When the shelling ceased
we continued toward KRINKELT, but upon entering the town we
discovered thet it was coccupled by the Germans. (It was learn-
ed later that the Germsns hsad taken the southsrn part of the
town end the American troops still cccupied the northern part.)

Since 1t wasn't yet dawn we were sble to withdraw to the south

(38} Perscnal knowledge
(29) Personal knowledge
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without encountering any trouble. As we passed the outskirts
of KRINKELT we ceme upon an overturned half-track with a load
of C raticns. Each man was able to grab severel cens and upon
‘nearing the stream, we located a huge sendpit which was used
as cover while the men ate for the first time in over 48 hours
end got & little rest. (40)

Our next plen ﬁas to follow the stream to WIRTZFELD, the
most westernly town on our map. (See Map F) In sccomplishing
thls, we twice had to seek concealm&nt‘to avoid contact with
enemy units., As we neared WIRTZFELD we received smell arms
fire from elements of the U. S. 24 Infantry Division who wefe
cutpesting the town. It was necessary to gpproach the town by
means of a deep draw and gulley in order to get near enough to
the defenders for them to recognize us. About 1400 hours we
finally entered WIRTZFELD whers information was recelved that
the 99th Divislon Heasdquarters had moved to the vicinlty of
ELSENBOEN, BEELGIUM. The road from WIRTZFELD to ELSENBORN was
littered with abendoned equipment and disabled motor vehilcles.
With a 2% ton truck which one of the men in the 33 Platoon hed
meneged to repair, we shuttled our group.tc ELSENBORN, erriv=-
"ing there about 1645 hours, just as it was getting dark. VWe
received & hot meal from a cavelry unit and then located the

3d Battalion, 394th Infantry on the east side of the town. (41)

THE REORGANIZATION AT ELSENBORN

The 3d Battellon st this time conslisted of Companies L
and X and about 18 men from the 24 Plastoon of Company K. Com=
peny I was still attached to the 383d Infeniry. All of the

(40) Personsl knowledge
(41) 4-3, p. 89; Personal knowledge
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lgt Platoon end helf of the 24 Platoon of Company K under Lt.
Rose gt FOREST BUCKHOLZ STATION had been either killed or
captured. The total strength of Company K at this time, not
including kitchen personnel, was 84. We were assizgned a dwell=-
1#3 and a barn on the outskirts of ELSENBORN in which to clean
up, and half of the men were allcwed to rest while the other
half were in genersl defense of the immedliate ares. (42)

Early on 19 December we recelved the battalion defense
plan: Companies L end K abreast on the forward slope of the
long ridge 2500 yards east of ELSENBORN, with Company M in
generel support. (See Nap F) Compeny K had & frontage of
about 800 yards; Company L was on the left and the lst Bate
telion was on the right. A section of heavy machine guns from
Company M was with the 3d Platoon in the left half of the com=
pany sector snd the light mechine gun section was with the 24
Platoon in the right half, The 60mm mortar sectlon, after re-
ceiving two morters, set up in battery on the reverse slope
behind the 24 Platoon. The company CP was located in a cone
crete target shed about 90 yards to the resr, The compeny re-
serve which congisted of five headquarters platoon’personnel,
three kitchen personnel and one clerk, was located in the
vicinity of the company CP. All obteinable ammunitlion and
sutometic weapons were distributed on the front line positicns.
The front line of Company K wes located on an open and barren
forward slope not more then 500 yards from a neck of woods and
well within range of smell arms from the woods. (43)

During the night 19-20 December, the enemy occupied the

woods to the front and when they attempted to sscend the ridge,

(42) A4L-8, p. 13; Perscnal knowledge
(43) &4=8, p. 14; PFersonal knowledge
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we called for artillery fire and recelved a concentration of
HE and WP on the near edge of the woods and on the forward
slope. Many rounds 1apded on our front line making larger and
better foxholes than the men had been sble to dig in the rocky
gfound ﬁith thelr 1limited number of entrenching tools. We re-
celived three casualtles because of the shelling end although
the extent of the casualtles of the enemy was unknown, the
screaming of wounded CGermans could be heard throughout the night.
The following morning, three wounded Germans were captured and
evacuated to battalion heédquarters for questioning. They
stated that they had been told that there wers no troops on
that particulsr hill. (44)

It snowed continually during the day 20 December and
blenkets and additional sutomatic weapons were distributed.
The men maintained and improved their defensive positions by
constructing overhead cover for thelr foxholes from material
gathered at ELSENBORN, and prepered for the next enermy attack
which came that evenling at about 1630 hours when the Germans
lasunched & tenk and infantry attack preceded by a ten minute
preparation of artillery and mortar fire., The 57 mm AT guns
in our ares, which were not frozen, were unable to knock out
any of the tanks elthough seversal rounds found thelr mark.
Agaln our artillery placed tremendous accurate fire to bear on
the enemy and the attack was thwarted before they made more
than a slight penetration. It was apperent the enemy was still
attempting to crack the stubborn defense on ELSENBORN RIDGE in
order to gain control of the good roasd net west to the MEUSE

RIVER. This attack was made by elements of the German 34

(44) Personal lmowledge
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Armored Infantry Division whose 8th Panzergrenadier Regiment,
with 10 SP guns, had been ordered to seize ELSENBORN. The |
Jerries had expected to take our position with this attack,
for they carried full pscks, heavy entrenching tools, plenty
of emmunition, loaves of bread, and bottles of wine. (45)
Action on the ﬁext day, 21 December 1944, was limited to
patrolling and harassing artillery duels. The weather was
cold and the snow was sbout twenty inches deep. Our men con-
tinued to improve thelr positions. The enemy was dug in elong
the edge of the woods facing the open terrain which offered
excellent fields of fire for antomatic weapons. (See Map F)
Visibility was good which gave the enemy excellent observa-
_ tlon of our front line position from the high ground in the
| woods. We were subject to much sniper fire and acceuraste ob-
served mortar fire. The enemy haed air superiority and we could
see numerous buzz-bombs flying overhesd., A request to shift
our front line to the rear about five hundred yards in order
to defend the reverse glope and to outpost our present posi-
tions was denied, By this time the strength of Company K on
the front totaled €9 men and 2 officers, many of them with
minor wounds and trench foot, Bince all obtainable informa-
tion indicated that the Germens were still on the offensive,
no one was evacuated if he was able to fire a weapon. Bat-.
'talion headquarters had no idesa when we would receive the much
needed replacementa. Gompany K still did not have a lat Pla-

toon, which was greatly needed as an adequate reserve.-,(46)

THE CONTINUED DEFENSE ON ELSENBORN'RIDGE-

Durin the fbllowin week the Germans made a few minor
(45)  A-9, P» 13; A~5; DPersonal knowledge

(46) A-8; Personal knowledge
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locel probing ettacks and on the 28th of Deceﬁber the 246th
VG Division launched & major attack in the enemy's last at=
tempt tt'gain'posééssion of ELSENBORN RIDGE.V After two hours
of close quarter fighting the enem& retreated 1eaving‘1arga.
numbers of their- dead on our. positions, thenceforth _the Ger-”j _
 mens assumod a totally defensive role. (47) |

-To summarize° The German penetraticn was limitad to a
.futile drive through the comparatively valueless ARDENNES.
Outnnmbered 8ix to one by the en&my, the 594th Infantry in-
flioted such heavy casualties on the 12th.Panzer Diviaion that
it had to be replaced in mid-tattle. Everyone had fought on
lina--messéngers,'cookq, and clerkat_ We had_thtowﬁ the enemy's
timetable two days off schedule, and had thwerted his repeated
attempts to selze the VERVIERS-LIEGE road net == & primery ob-
jective of the enemy drive. The Germans uaed every 1ngenious |
expedient to insure their success of this drive which they be- -
lieved would cerry them to FRANCE and the ENGLISH CHANNEL.

The defense of ELSENBORN RIDGE can be contributed largely
to the numercus isclated groups of troops that had been over-
run by the Germans end had managed, without food and ammunie
tion, to work‘their way back to friendly lines to make another
stand against the same eneﬁy. ,

By General Orders #35, Headquarters 88th Infantry Divie
sion dated 5 May 1945, First Battalion and Company K, Three
Ninety Fourth Infantry, were cited for outstanding performp
ance of duty 1n ection against the enemy during the period
16 to 18 December 1944 in GERMANY snd BELGIUM.

(47) A-B, p. 15; Personal knowledge
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1., RESERVE DEFENSIVE POSITION

The German counter-offensivg on 16 December found.cpm-
pénﬁ_K,,SQéth In{antry‘in no_orgénized defenalve posiﬁion in
which tbey could ébﬁtribute to the defense of the ﬁattﬁlion
sector. As & résult, Compsny K's defensive p@wer‘ﬁéS'gréatly:
ﬁeakened wheﬁ it was hurriediy committed:to defend savérai
séctors'along the front during the first day of the offensive.‘
Each new pbéition reqﬁired hasty and immediate digging-in aﬁd
since the terraln was wnfamillar, 1t¢ is very probaplg that the

best possible positions were not obtained..

2. ARTILLERY SUPPCRT

During the days 16 and 17 December, we repaived no clcse-
in artillery support. In fact, no friendly artillery landed
within hearing distance of Compeny K. Large numbers of enemy
tanks snd troops were able to overrun our positlons unhindered
by our grestest availasble defensive weapon, However, on ELSEN=-
BOﬁN RIDGE, protective fires by artillery constituted the
greatest single factor in enabling the front lines %o hold
thgir positions. Ita fires, when called‘for, wers 1mmediaté

end accurate and were effective in each German attack.

3. LACK OF INFORMATTION

During the time a portion of Company K was attached to
the lat Battalion, no information was ever recelved from either
the battalion commsnder or his headquartera,pertaining to enemy

action or plsns and actions of the lst Battslion., Seversl at-
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tempts were made to contact the 1lst Battalion by rsdio and
runners, but all were unsuccessful. We had no definite knowle
edge during the morning of 17 December, that the units of the
1st Battelion had pulled back. Only by bits of information
ffom occasional stragglers did we later realize that we were
left out on a limb without support or any hope for replenish-
ing our ammunition end obtelning supplies. It should be SOP
to inform all men of the situation. When men are forced to
withdraw or become sepzrated they are better able to return to
thelr unit if they lmow when and to what place the unit is

withdrawing.

4. OVERHEAD COVER

During the initial enemy shelling in the LOSHEIMERCGRABEN
area on 16 December which lasted 90 minutes, overhead cover was
responsible for the safety of the men of Company K. Almost all
of the rounds resulted in tree bursts which had the effect of
time fire and the fragments were unsble to penetrate the over-
head cover on the foxholes.,

4s there were no trees or any other sources ln the company
area on ETISENBORN RIDGE from which to obtain material to con-
stfuct overhesd cover for the foxholes on the front line, small
details were sent into ELSENBORN and surrounding area to
scrounge for fence posts, lumber from destroyed builldings, and
similar items. These items were dumped in rear of the company
area and during the night the men on the front lines secured
this material to improve their overheed cover for thelr fox-
holes. As a result, many men egcaped injury by having over-

head protection from srtillery. However, individual foxholes
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had to be checked constantly to see that the men did not roof
over the emplscement to such an extent that 1t could not be

used to fight from effectively.

5, DEFENSE OF FORWARD SLOPE

On ELSENBORN RIDGE we defended the forward slope well
within small arms range of an aggressive enemy located in the
woods less than 500 yards away. It is true, the forward slope
offered good flelds of fire, but had the defensive position
been organized about 400 yards in rear of the crest, we would
have had equally as good fields of fire, in addition to pro-
tection from enemy obssrved fire, and the enemj could have
been held off by security groups on the crest or forward slope,
Artlllery and mortar flres could have heen planned for the
forward slope to assist in bresking up attacks before thsy
reached the crest. By defending the forward slope, many cas=-
ualties were inflicted by cobserved enemy mortar snd sniper
fire, hot meals were limited and infrequent, and any movement

on the front line was curtailed during davlight hours,
6. SUPFLY

Prior to the German astteck, over 80% of the men in Com-
peny K were not 1lssued arctlcs or any type of water repellent
clothing. The weather was very cold, snow wes several Inches
deep, and at all times the foxholes were wet and misersabls,
After the withdrawal to ELSENBORN, the men were without arc-
tics, water repellent clothing, blenkets, ralncoats, and even
shelter halves for seversl deys. Blankets and socks in smell

quantities were rscelved 1n about two days but by this time
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many men were beglnning to suffer from exposure and especlal-
ly trenchfoot becsuse of the inability of the men on the front
line to leave the protection of their foxholes., Shoe-~pacs
end water repellent clothing finally arrived after most of

the cold weather and snow hed passed -- too late to help the

combat efficlency of our troops.

7. ANTI-TANK DEFENSE

During the period covered by thls monograph, no tenks or
tank destroyers were avallable to participate in the anti—tank
defense of the 394th Infantry, In the LOSHEIMERGRABEN area,
the 57mm AT guns were ineffective against the heavily armored
tanks which lumbered through our front lines with only a very
small percentage of them belng disabled, whereas, if a normal
attachment of tenks or tank destroyers had been made, the out-
come of the first two days of the Battle of the Bulge would
not have been solone—sided. On ELSENBORN RIDGE the crews of
the 57mm AT guns were scarcely sble to keep the guns in fir-
ing condition during the freezing westher and were no match
for the enemy tanks which spurted up the ridge 500 yards to
the front. These tanks had to bhe driven back by an over-

whelming volume of artillery fire,

8. RETROGRADE MOVEMENT

Late in the afternoon, 17 December 1944, the remmants of
Company K begen 2 withdrawal, There was no plan for the with-
drawsl, the main purpose of which was to conform with the
movement of other troops and to forestall complete annihila-

tion of our group. Much time was consumed In attempting to
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contact units on ocur flanks and in obtalning fr&gments of in-
formatlon of the enemy which could be used. Stragglers from
both the lst and 2d.Battaiions were unable to give us any in-
formation except that their units had withdrawn but they dld
not know to what place,

A retrograde movement was ndt in anyone's mind two days
before and it certainly wasn't conducted a8 & planned movement
would have been. One delaying action was accompliéhed after
begimming the wlthdrawal and was limited to only one because
of the lack of smmunltion. Afterwards, the purpose of the
withdrawal was to become completelj disengaged from the enemy’
and to avold amy further contact with the enemy prior to reach-
ing friendly held lines and recelving a resupply of food and
ammnition,

LESSONS

1. A unit in reserve in -1 defensive situation should al-

ways have prepared positions from which to defend even though

T i A n e oy L 3 T Bty

an attack is not contemplated.

2. In the defense, protective fires by ertillery are

it e > o

indispensable, B

vt i e A

3a Every effort should be made to keep even the lowest
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units 1nformed during a fast moving situation.

4. Overhead cover for personnel in foxholes in the de=~
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fensive 1s of utmost importrnce.
5. In determininb whether t¢ defend forward or reverse

slopes, the main factors to be considered are fields of fire,

protection from observed enemy fire, enemy action, and sup=-

porting weapons.
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