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Statements of Aunthor

Many of the statemsnts made in this monograph
are in veriance no doubt with the opinions _
and beliefs held by many Amesrioan offlioers re-
garding our Chinese Alliss. I have tried in
too fow words to give a truthful and colorful
ploture of the incidents as they actually
ooscurred and sinocerely hope that they will be
consummated by all conaerned. '



INTRODUCTION

This monograph coﬁers the operations of the 30th
Chinese Division in the Battle.for Myitkyiﬁa, Burma,
from 26 May to & Avgust, 1944, The latter date marked
the termination of all organized Japanese resiatan&e.

At this time I wish to orient the reader properly
a8 one must fully understand the fabulous compound of
logistios, despotism, corruption and nonsense that we
Lmeriaans had t0 work and put up with while aoting in
the capaosity as llaison offlcers. _ _
| The China-Burme-India theatrse of opsrations wae set
up by the Amerioanlgoveinment in the aspring of 1942. Our Jﬁgﬁgwwﬁ
sole purpose it seemed and later clarified itself was to /f’*
keep China in the war. It was the C.B.1's primary mission

Y |
to supply China, re-group, re-equip and re-train her armies . - .\

and upon completion of such a hazardous task to commis themif .
once again to the art of blood-letting, or to die of mal~
. notrition, starvation or disease, while enroute to the
front. (1) Blllions of dollars were spent, thousands of
Amerioan lives wers lost but 1t was indeed an essentisl mig~
slon. Much was acoomplished in the C.B.I. bat these ac~
complishments were awarded with little or no recognition
from America's war effort. We were given hardly sny en-
couragement and I might truthfully say less support than in
any other plaos or theatre of operaéioné. We definitely and
earnesﬁly folt that we were fighting a holding action snd
cou1d ba classified as G.I., expendables. {8)

{1) A-8 My own observations when stationed in Chine. Words
oonld never express the plight of these troops. Thousands of

men were physiocally exemined and culled over before they wew
aosepted 88 replacements for General Stilwell's X-Forse in

Burme. {2) My own observation. : .
| | s



Jand A slane

Speaking in a military way, the C.B.I. could not
gompare to the great struggle in Europe or the Pacifie
a8 its Importance was fundamentally politiocal in nature.
Man of the "great western democracy" for the first time
in history had come to Asis to Tight and dle side by side
with Asiatics. Our efforts might not ﬁave been in vain, 'ff"{““
and would have no doubt Justified themselves, if high d &ﬁag ?
policy hadn't stopped our very thoughts, actions and speech
when we attempted to Inoulcate Amedpan idealisms into the
Aglatic mind.

In the spmmer of 1942 Gensral Stilwell began training
at Ramgarh, India, the Chinese force that would eventually
re-~open the main life supply artery into China. Americans

taught Chinese officers modern war theories and instdtjeted | 7

' (2
them in infantry and artillery defensive and offensive €§§i'“’

tactios, with the latter taking priority as the Chinese
were prone to believe that the offensive had any merit.’ For
the first time in Chinese military history troops were
actually paid; they wers given mediocal oare if need be and
clothing. (3)

General Stilwell's first mission, as with all commanders,
wes to start training the remnants of the old 22nd and 38%h
Chinese Divisions that had esocaped the disastrouns Burma
oamps ign of 1942. In the Tall of the year 1942 we find
these units at Remgarh, India, undsrgoing strenuous training
&8 thess units wonld be the apaarhead'in'the campalign for
the recapture of northwestern Burma., These divisions would
reduce the eastern Jepanese salient at points in north Burma,
-sufficiently far enough north, meking it impoasible for

Japanese supply or re-supply of her northern gag}aﬁons.

(3) A-2, p. 146



Another training center wee opened at Kunming, |
-~ China, and wes situated about 12 kilos from the city
itself, just off.the old.Marco Polo Road, which is
8till used today by peck trains and civilians. At
this trelning center Americans taught basic technigues
to all Chinese military ranks. Various schools were.
get up and classes were held in old airplane hangers,to
include a tactical and weaponsd scﬁool, medical, engineers,
gignal and, yes, even a veterinary school as the Chiness
were indeed antiquated in the srt of horse shoeing. This
force was ﬁo strike south along the Burma border, and at
the barrier from within, and withwhatever strength that
we oould oall upon. These two visionary foroes would act
as a pinoers - one starting at ledo-Assam just north of
the Burma border, the other from Paoshan on tha Salween in
western China. The meeting of these two forces would
terminate the ﬁlockade of western China - once agsin open-
ing a sapply route to the beleaguered Chinese. Only a
long range plan could ever hope to see the faulfillment of
these plans. (4) }uufii-f
Late in the year 1943 =z trustful old friend of

General Stilwell's, Brig. Gen. Thomas Arms, 3r., established
a third treining center in eastern China at Kweilen. By

no means could this center ever hope to turn out a finished
product like the first two, 2s 1t was impossible to supply
sufficient equipment and personunel. Odr primary migsion at
this trainihg genter was fto indootrinate large Chinese
masses on the eastern front with Ameriocen methods. These

(4) A-8 The author was one of the original cadre at the
Kunming Training Center. _



'tmopa when given the order to attaok wonld move south=
east with the keen desire for offensive dombat. These
troops would eventuslly link up with Ameriocan naval unite
at Canton. Three famous words wers used to differentiats
these forces from one anéther - so they wers aptly ocalled
.X, Y and Z: X for X-ray (Burma), Y for Yoke {Western China)
and % for Zebrs (Bastern China). (5)

The plans for these three foraéa formulated General
Stilwellfs strategy. The overall strategy was indeed
gimple. The Chinese and British agreed on the general
plan of campaign but woulﬁ do nothing to @et it in motion.
General Stilwell wanted to strike at Burma in the fall of
1942 and again in the spring of 1943 but each time the
British for no reason at all said, "No". PFinally in
November of 1943 he recsived the go'sign and started a
determined sffort to break the blockade of China. The
above was granted by the combined chiefe of staff at the
Cairo oonference but slsc insluded in the Cairo plan vwas
an amphiblous lending by the British on the coast of
sonthern Burma, coupled with & Chinsse push across the
Salween front wlith the Yoke foroces. (6)

By March 1943 Burme had been odnquered sand over-run
by the Japanese. -During the slix month period, Decaember
1941 to-May 1942 the enemy had over-run the Ehiiippinés,
muoh of Oceania, all of the Netherlands East Indies, all
of the‘Malay Peninsanle and most of Burma. Atstyalia was
threatened due to the rapid advance of the Japs in the
Pagific Ocean Area. India was menaced by the conquest of
Buyma: tho last supply line to Chine was out, sad in doing
go the Japs had added considersble raw resSources to abet
{6) Bﬁig. Gen. Arms founded the training center at Kunming
in esrly 1943, Many "0ld Chine Hands™ accompanied Gen., Arms
to Kweilen, China to.stert the training oenter. (6)A=2,p. 1567
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‘her war efforts. (7)

For the conquest of Burme the Japanese had congen-
trated two divisions in southern Theiland., In mid
January, 1942, they struck toward Moulmdn, which fell
on the &0th. British, Indian and Burmese forces, alded
by thé Royal Air Force and the Ameriocan Volunteer Group,
resistéd the Salween and Sittang river arossings but were
overwhelmed by enemy superlority in numbers, equipment sand
plahes. Rangoon, the caepital and principal port, was taken
on 8 March. The Japanese then turned north in two colamns.
One division pushed up the Sittang whers Chinese forces
undsr Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell were coming in to defend the
Burma Road. The other Japanese division pursued the |
Indian and Burmese forces up the Irrawsddy Valley. On 1
and 2 April, the enemy took Toungbo on the Sittang and
Prome on the Irrawaddy. From fenangyaung; north of Proﬁe?
a colpmn pushed westward and on 4 May took the port of
Akyab on the BayIOf Bengal. The conguest of southern
Burma was complete. (8) | |

| & thilird enemy colﬁmn of two divisions, whioh hed

- lapded at Bangdon on 12 April 1942, was now attacking on
the eagt from the Shan States into the upper Salween Valley
and driving rapidly nbrthward to take Lashleo, junotion of -
the rail and highway ssotions of the Burma Road. Mandalay,
sompletely ontflanked, was evaouated by 1ts Chinese de-~
fenders and occupled by the Japanese on 1 May. From lLashio
ﬁhe Jaﬁanese pushed up the Salween Valley well into the
Chinese pfovinca of Yunnan. Ih north central Burme they

gent a small patrol northward along the Irrawaddy almost to

(?) A-3, p.1 (8) A-B, p.3



Fort Hertz, snd to the west they took Kalewe on the
Chindwin. The main remnants of General Stilwell's forges
rotired from north Burms to Indla by way of Shingbwiyang,
‘while British, Burmese and Indian survivors wlthdrew up
the velley of’the Chindwin and acrose the Chin Hills. The
Allied withdrawal was mﬁde on foot for no motor road or
reilway oconnected India with Burma.

When the monsoon rains oéme in June the Japaness held
all of Burmd except for fringes of méuntain, Jungle. and
swamp on the north and peStf General Stilweil grimly sam-
marized the campaign: "I c¢laim we got 2 hall-of-a-beating.
We got run out of Burma, and it is as humiliating as hell.
I think we ought to find ont what ocaunsed it, go back and
retake it."™ But this counter~offensive conld not start
at onoce, and the Japanese were able to mke further advances
in the next fighting season. (9)

At the end of Odtoher théy'puahed northwestward along
the coast from Akyab toward Bengal. Approximately a
month later British forces counterattacked strongly along
this same coasf, but their gains could not be held and the
Japanese force resched the frontier of Bengal. In PFebruary
of the next year the enemy bégan te dri#e northward from.
Myitkyina. He had covered some 75 air miles by early March
and was olosing in on Sumprabum, threafening to ooocuy the
whole of northern Burma and to destroy the British-led
Kachin and-Gurkha levies which had hitherto dominated the
gren. The Allies were ih no position to stop thies advance.
Their regular forces had.retired from the area to India .

in May snd were sepsrated from the Japanese by denéely

(9) A-_'B,_ p.4 _



forested mountsin ranges and malarial valleys,

The enemy was gpparantly seoure in scutheast Asia.
The'queation of the moﬁent was whether his advance would
halt at the Burma border or would continuse into Indiﬁ.

In the spring of 1943 the strategic situation in .
Burma began to change from the defenae.to ﬁhe offense with
an experimentél operation behind the enemy lines. This
expedition was oommended by Maj. Gen. (then Brigadier)
Orde C., Wingate, British Army, who led long range pense-
tration units of the 77th Indian Infantry Brigade across
the Naga Hills between India and Burma into Jap held ter-
ritory. Wingatés to tal troop strength was 3,200 men and
officers, divided into elght Jungle columns and composed
of British, Indian, Burmese and Gurkha nationals. During
the period February to June 1943 his troops ocoversd over
1,000 miles., Whille engaged in harassing actiona, they
gathered invaluable information. Thelr actions confuged
the Jap&nesa forces and tied down from eight to ten Jap
battalions. Enemy lines of communication were out, topo-
grephical and intelligence 1nformat10n of great values was

. oliaerended
gathered and later dissimulsbted to all. TUpon recd pt of
orders to return to India Wingate's eight columne dis-
_psrsed in smell groups, sach of whioh fought 1lts own way

out of Burma. (1) Maj. Gen. Wingate was admired and )
_ o L
respeoted by all Amerioan officers and I can truthfully(/ A
. L _'jp_ R
say here, he was the only British senior officer that f

aotually and earnestly ccoperated with us.

(10) A-8 Many of Wingate's men infiltrated through Jap
lines in and around Myitkyina and were evacuated by plane
to rear hospitals. The anthor spoke fo many of Wingate's
men in an attempt to gather G-2 information of the enemy.

-9 -
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| After the firset penetration of the Hell that ié
known as Burma, Seasonal rains (monsocoas) restricted
all ground action. The only activity during this period
wes air activity by the Penth Alr Force, under the com-
mand of Major General George B, Stratemeyer. The Tenth
- continned their attacks on Jap supply lines in both Burma
and Thailand. 3By Hovamber 1945 General Stratemeyer's
force had established definite alr superiority over Burma.
November was the beginning of the dry season, during
which;ra ground offensive was posaible and from all indi-
cations the Jeps would resmume their long overdus offensive
agalnst Indie. | |

Japan to bolater!herself in North Burma héd brought
two more dlvisions into the ares. Her divisions were dis-
tributed along the India border and totaled five in number.
Only one of thelr divisions was active and extremely ag-
greB8sive, that being the 65th on the front beyond Akysab.
Three ofhars to ihclude the 15th, 3lst and 33rd were oraniz-
ing foﬁ a strong offensive into Manipur Provinoe. Thes re-
maining Jap Division was positioned in northern Burmz and
was ready %o oppoae any lllied advance from Assam. o
At the Teheran conference in December 1943 Stalin and

the American public clamored for a'massivé all-out effort
.aoross the English Channel to relisve the pressure on
Russia.' If snoh an effort was to take place and succesd
no landwg%ats, ocraft or ships oould be spared for Burma.
The British landings on the coast of south Burms were,
therefore, oancellsed. Geaeralissimo Chiang upon receipt
of this information told General Stilwell 1f the British
did not oarry out their share of the plan he would call

- 10 -



off_the Salween offensive. Chiang did exactly that,
(1t was rumored he never was 0o overly snthusisstio
- about the Salween offensive, althongh he agreed to the
plan at Cairo) but told Gensral Stilwell he could have
full anthority to do as he wished.with the thres Chinese
- Divisions that he had created, supplied and trainad in
India. General Stilwell pleade& and argded wlth the |
British in Delhi and the Chinese in Chungking but was
convinocsd he conld gain nothing so decided to Tight the
Burma campsign alone. ‘General Stilwell did exmotly that,
- and dn January 1944 gtarted his never %o be forgotten
jungle campaign. {11)

 The Burma campaign was indeed primitive and total war
a8 ﬁo qﬁarter wastgivén by the Japs, disease or Jjungle.
Duriﬁg the period from December 1943 to May 1944 the allies
t0 inolunde Chiness, Herrill'a Marauders, Kachin soouts led
by Amariocan offiéars gnd British trooPBIQf the Northern
Combat Area Command (X-Force) were killing.Japé and in
 turn being killed by them. The terrain thaseltroops fought
over contained some of the densest jungles of any plase in
the world.

‘The Allies, too, were preparing for mejor offensive
operations from both India and China. The plan for the
invesion of North Burma was known a8 the Capital plan.
General Stilwell's forces were to make the initial péne—
tration from Ledo %o Shingbuiyang, and then procesd down
the Hukwang and MOgQung valleys, with Mogaung as the ob-
jeotive. This was the primary objeotive with Myitkyina the
ultimate and main objeotive. The British l4th Army was
to advaﬁce from Imphal over the Tiddim Road to the Chindwin

(11) A-1, p.1B7
- 11 =
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with Mandalay the ultimate objeotive. The Wingate
force was to be flown into North Central Burma by
American gliders to oreate a diversion by outting Jap
lines of reinfbrcement and supply to thelr troops facing
S3tilwell. The British, in addition, were to attack down
the Mayu Peninsula and try to aéize Akyah. (18}

 In addition to the effort by the British and Stiiwell,
the Chinese, in the early months of 1944, had agreed %o
attaok down the Salween from Yunnan. It was known that
Stilwsll_wuuld have put gixteen divisions in a fair state
of equipment and ammunition in by that time and Amerigan
porsonnel would handle auﬁply and medlcal facilities. Even
though these Chinese foroes would not be well trained in

the Western sense, it was presumed that they would have

1ittle daifficulty cleaning up the small detachments of

Japaness that could he sparéd to meeot them.

The Japaneae had been reinforced in Burme since the
fiesco oflJanuary 1943 and numbered nine divisions when
Stilwell got ready to kick off. 'The Allles, however, had
Eixteen British and Indien divisions, three Chinese
diviéioné and o provisional American regiment under Stiiwell,

five British and Indian brigades {equivalent to American |
regimahts) nnder Wingate, and sixteen Chinese divisions
undar Maréhall Wei«Li-héang in Yunnan. This, then gave
the Allies thirty-~five established divisions; plus pro-
visiomal forees squal in strength ﬁo another divieion, to
matoh nine enemy divisions. In additioﬁ the Allies had

gained control of the sea and'complete mastery of the air.

(12) A-1, p. 180 |
" | - 12 -



The Japanese presumed that advantége of interior lines

of communiocation could be nullified by hitting at several
roints on hls perimeter so that he would be unable to maass
‘his forces in any one place. To an impartial observer the

Japanese poslition was impossible. (13) g
foy

Largely by the sheer force oftGeharal Btrlwellfs
determination end insistence that the Ohinese oould and
would fight, General Stilwell on December 218t told General
‘8an to move out and fight or suffer thé oonsequences. Thus

we 868 a %Hen month cgmpaign~in whish the Ohinese not only
leamed they could fight but leamed to like it. The ten
month osmpaign of continuons Jjungle fighting was terminated
wlth the capture of Myitkyina, Burma, which ended the north
Burma ocampaign.

In the'hiatorj of the China war the Burmses campaign
gtands by 1teelf. This was the only offensive combat vistory
wonn by ChinesSe Troope against the Japs in eight years of
osmpaigning. (14) | '

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

| As mentlioned previously in the Introduction the re-
opening of lend communications with China was the ma;phggmu'f
of Allied strategy. The total reconquest of Burma would
give the Allies control of the 0ld routs (Burma Road} from |
-Rangoon. But to accomplish this task wouid regquirse monthg”/(
so a daring effort was conceived to drive a new route from
northeast India across north Burma, tapping the Burma Roaq
at the frontier of China. The road was to.start'at Ledo

in Brahmeputra Valley where rail and water connections with

{13)A-5, p.108 (14) A-1, p. 159
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Bengal were available. Nearly 300 air miles séparated
Ledo from the projected point of link-~up with the Burma
Road near Bhamo. {1B)

The plans for the Ledo Road included the 1aying.of
pipse linss designedlto rélieva the road and ailr traffio
of carrying fuel from Assam to China. Once the aon~
struction of the road was settled, 1t was decided that
two 4-~inch lines from Pinsukla, 30 air mileé nor thwest
of Ledo, ﬁonld follow the road. They were to be fed by
- gasoline pumped from Calcutte to a station near their
gtarting point. (18)

The River Systems of Burma

Most of the streams of Burme flow from north to
south following the trend of the mountains and valleys.

1. The Irrewaddy System. (a) The Irrawaddy #riges

in the extrems north_pf Burme and dreins an area of some
160,000 square miles. The upper course is constriocted
and there are three main defiles. One 1s just below
Sinbo where the river decreases in width from one mile fto
50 yaras. There are rooks.in mldstream, spdden abruapt
onrves, and seething whirlppols. A fow miles below
Bhemo 1s the second defile{ not a8 narrow as the first,
but oontaining eddies and whirlpools. The third defile
is near Thabeitkyin, the river port for the Ruby Mines
of Mogok. Below these defiles the river winds lazily
through the Dry Zone and Delta to the ses. About nine
miles north of the town of Henzads the Bassein River
branches off from the magter stream forming the western-

1

mogt distrihd%a}y of the Irrawaddy. The easternmost

(15) A-8 The lipk-up of the Ledo-Burma Road ococurred at
Mong Yu, which was 1B miles from the olty of Wanting, China
and 105 miles from Lashio. The writer was the first Ameriocan
in Mong Yu to make liaison with Marshal Wel's Salween forces.
At that time I was Chief ILiaison Offlicer with the ll2th

Regt., 38th Chiness Division. (16) A-3, p. 18
uléh
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stream of the main delta ls the Rangoon River whisch
receives water from small distributaries of the
Irrawaddy and from ghort streame on the Slopaa cf the
Psgu Yomas. |

(b) Thers are serious flcods in the lower reaches
of the Irrawaddy nearly every year. The river has begun
to out away its banks, and so much 8ilt has been de-
‘posited in its channel that the flow is impeded. Embank-
ments built along the river prevent proper drainage of
the eurroundiné delta . ’

(¢) The Irrawaddy receives three tributaries between
the eonflnence of tha-Mali and Nmal Rivers, 30 miles
noxrth of Myitkyins ahd Mandaley. Near the first defils
the'ngéung River joins on the right bank and about a
mile north of Bhamo the Taping River joins on the left
bank. The Shwell River joins on the left bank just bslow
Katha.

(d) Below Msdalay the Irrawaddy is joined by thres
tributaries; the Myitnge about 14 miles southeast of
Mandalay, the Ma at Mylnma in Sagaing district and the
Chindwin some 10 miles northeast of Pakokkn. The Myitnge
drains & large part of the ndrthern Shan States and one
of its tributaries has cut the famous Goktelk Gorge in
the platean liﬁestone tq_a depth of 2,000 feet. The Mu
River arises in the Katha district apd flows in & southerly
diraction,'maintainiﬁg its oo urse varallel to the Chindwin.
The Ohindwin arises in the hills southwest of Thama in the
. Myitkyina distriot, flowing northwara for abont 60 miles
until it enters the southeastern corner of the Hukawng

Valley where 1t flows northwest aorqas this valley and then

turng south.

-~ 16 =



2. The Sittang. The Sittang rises in the Shan

hills of Yemethin distriot snd flows dne north for about
50 miles until 1t enters the plains, where it turns south
and flows to the Gulf of Marataban. This river has &
aﬁrong tidal wave owing to the funnel shape of its mouth
whers two currents from the Iﬁdian Oocean join to form a
huge tidal bore about 9 feet high whioh flows up the

river at the rate of abont 12 miles per hour. The Bittang
even more than the Irraweddy has becoms ahal}ow due to |
the deposition-of gand and s8ilt and frequently changes its

gourae.

3. The Salween. (&) The Salween has its source in
the Tibétan Highlaﬁds and enters Burma about 24 degrees N.
Latitude from whence it flows through the Shan Plateau to
the Gulf of Marataban at Mbaimein. Its course is almost
parallel to that of the Irrawaddy:and flows in a dsep
gorge sémetimes 3,000 and 4,000 feet desep, The average
difference betwesn high and low water level of the BSalween
through the Shan Stetes is from 60 %o 90 feet.

(b) One of the major reasons for the destruoctive floods
in Amherst and Thaton districts is the fact that the waters
of the éalween flow past the mouths of the_tributSries,
Gyeing and Ataran, and hold baock the waters of these rivers,

thﬁs gausing them to overflow.

Natural Vegetation

(a) Differences in elevation and rainfall are respon-
gible for the majof_types of naﬁqral vegetation in Burma.
Iogal differences in soill and drainage account for the
minor subdivisions of vegetation types.

(b) Phe 3,000 foot contour line marks the great oﬁange
in vegetation because heldw this line frosts almost never

ocour. Above this line are evergreen oak forests,

- 16 =



goattered pine forests, wide areas of open land with
bracken or graés and the rhododendrons above 5,000 feet.

(c) Below the "frost line™” froﬁghly 3,000 feet
elevation) vegetetion depsnds mainly upon the rainfall.,
The following 4ivisions may be recognized:

_ L. Over 80 inohes - evergreen tropical
rain forest consisting of tall trees, usually hardwoods.
2. Between 40 and 80 inches - monsoon foréata_
which lose their leaves in the hot season. These Fforesta
contsin teak and pyinkado, (& large hardwood), and other
nsefnl tiﬁher trees.
3. Lesa than 40 inches - semi-arid scrub land.
Below 2,000 feet there is practloally no true grassland.
4. Areas in the Irrawaddy Delta are covered
with t1dal forests containing tall treaa, gome reaching
to 100 feet or more. | |

(4) Much of the land below 3,000 feet is cultivated
and the'remainder'consiats of varions types of forest
land although these types grade from evergreen rain
forest throngh monsoon gnd savannah‘foreaté $0 thorn and
thorn-sorub or even nearly semi-~desert, depending on the
amount and effactiﬁeness of the rainfall. All the.forests
whi ch are exploited at present lies below 3,000 feet. The
mo&t iﬁbdrtant regions df t1del forests are the seaward
part of the Irrawaddy Delts and the lower islands of the
Mergui Archipslégo.

{8} The Araken Coastal Region 18, except for the
alluvial valleys, oovered with dense bamboo thickets whish
have taken the place of the original svergreen tropical
forest. On the western.flanka of ﬁhe Arakan Yomas there
are large areas of oaklforest,usually open, the trees gnarled
and stunted, wreathed in lichens and mosses, with the under-

- 1% -



growth mainly grasses. Many of these oak forests are
wet, dark and unhealthful. Above these osks ars patches.
of pine forest. Still higher on the Arakan.Yomas,along
the upper ridges, are large areas of‘rhododendroﬁs which
give way on the level ridge tops to mountéin grassland.

(£) The eastern flanks of the Arakan Yomaes have |
monsobn forests compdsed 6f broad-leaved hardwood trees,

. 8uch as the fteak and pyinkedo. The Pegu Yomas are covebed
with this type of forest as are the foothills of the Shan
Platean. Most of the Irrawsddy-Sittang Delte is under
oultivation except along the soest where:there are danse
gwamp forests. The Shan Platesn has a great variety of
vegetation, evergreen forest ridges with pines.an the

higher slopes, and opan grassland valleys being the general
rule. The Tenasserim region is covered for the most part
with dense evergreen tropical forest.

(g) Phroughout Burma, and psrticulerly in the lowsr,
wotter forested aresas andlin rice paddies, precantions
shonld be taken by trbops to gnard against poisonons snakes.
Also numerous speoies_of both troublesome and poisonous
. ingeots musf be guarded ageinsst.

Climate and Weather

The entire coﬁntry has a troploal monsoon climate in
spite of the fact that the northern part lies north of the
Tropic of Cancer. There are three seasons: the raliny
season, the cool season, aud the hot season. Thers are
myriads of mosguitoes which make mosquito nets essantial
troop equipment throughout'the yoar.

{a) The rainy season. 1. Tempsrature. The rainy

goason begins about the middle of May or the flirst of June.
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During this seascn oentral Burma is a hot, steaming

iand but the heét is much more bearable than in the hot
geason because of the cool air drawn in from the sea.
Temperatures fall gonsiderably with the beginning of the
monsoon., |

{b) Rainfall. The monsoon rains tend to come in
heavy thundershowers acsompanied by wind ag& lightning.

. The cosstal regions snd the for north of Burma have heavy
rainfall, generally from 100 to 250 incha}s yer yaar.lThe
highlends of the Shan States and the eastern flanks of
the Arakan Yomas have betwson 40 and 80 inches average
annusl rainfall. The Central part of the ffrawaddy Valley,
the Dry'Zone, has between 20 and 40 lnches per yesar whidh,
with the high temperatures, is 2 very small amount and
cangss the region to be glmost semi~dessri. The ralins
ugually stop sbout the latter part of September. October
hes 1ittle rain snd is a transitionsl month between the
rainy ﬁnd 800l seasoné.

3. Winds. There are frequently high winds in this
sesson espeoially st the beginning. The prevailing winds
are the southwest monsoon winds which assume a_southe:ly
"direotion in Burme beocause of the north-south alignment
of the mountains and the valleys. Cyclonlo storms are
prevalent over the seas around Burma and over the land
making it necessary for.airmen énd ghip commanders to have

daily weather forecasts.

(b) The cool season. L. Temperature. The cool season

beginé in November and lasts natil Fehrud&y; During this
period the dalily temperatures are between 60 and 90 degrees F.
in the mornings and evenings they are around 70 degress F.

or slightly 1dwer, but nearly alweys above 60 degrees F. in

Rangoon and other towns on the plains, aithough thers are
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Bome variations from place to place.

2. Rainfall., Occasional showers mey ococur during
this seasdn. _ | _

3. jg£gg. In this season Burma_i§ under the influence
of the Northeast Trade Winds which blow almosf directly
from the north down the central wvalley.

C. The hot season. l. Temperature. By the middle of

Maroh the hot seasaﬁ is strongly in evidence with the
temperatures reaching 90 degrees F. or ahove:in the. middle
of the day, but dropping 8 or 10 degrees in the evening.
About the middle of April the heat becomes intense; the
temperétures risiﬁg to 90 degrees or 98 degrees F. without
much relief at night. During May the heat may inorease
to 130 degrees F. or higher at midday aqﬁ_the nlghts are
8tifling on the plainﬂ. |

- 2; Rainfall. There is almost no steady rainfall but
during the hot season scattered light showere that are
known loeally as the "mango showers" may oceunr. )

3. Winds. Wind direction is viftually the same as in

the cool season, but at the dlose of the hot Beason the
winds become variable and strong as the monsoon_approaches.

4. Fogs. There are ooomsional morning foge on the

lowlands. (1)

{17) A-6, Section II
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THE ALLIED ADVANCE SOUTH TO MYIYKYINA

The Allied offensive in April of 1944 in North
Burms was putting heav& pressure on the Japanese. The
forces under General Stilwell were fighting just 45 miles
north of Kemaing at Inkangshtawng. DBritish-led Kachin
and Gurkhs foroes fighting in the Irrawaddy Valley, 45
miles north of Myitkyine, were driving south toward a
large enemy supply base at Neopszup. To the southesst of
.Myitkyiha, in the Yunpan provincs of China, Marsbal
 Wei-Li-~Tung was masslng Chinese divisions for an offensive
in Mey aoross the Salween River.(18) |

The Japenese sallent in north Burma was threatened hy
attacks from three dlireations. To complete the encircia-
me nt , General Wingates 3rd Indian Division less one brigede,
was flown into Burma from Manipur. The f4fth brigade made
it8 way overland from Ledo to Mohnyin. On the 16th day of
March at Mawlu, 80 miles soath of Myitkyina, the division
8ot up & road block on the single railroad into north
Burma. This left the Japs with only water transyport up the’
Irrawaddy 85 their prinoipal means of 8 upply.

The nltimate objectives of the campalgn were thres,
snd they were crucial to the whole Allied strategy in the
Far East:

1. To bresk the outer shield of Jap lsand Power
in Southeast Asia.

2. To re-open land communication with Ohins
and to secure the chan of bomber airfields
in the north. | |

3., To destroy the Jap armles wherever they were

goncentrated in foroe.

(18) A=3, p. 98
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The Jap plap'of campaign for 1944 was bold, simple
and well thought but, Its primary objeatives were:

l. To hold Stilwell’s Chinese—American foroes'
to.the northeast with the Jap divisions they
alreedy had thers.

2. To stage an offensive, with two divieions
and supporting trbops, in grakan: and to
capture Chittagong, India's fifth largest
port and a vital air supply bhase..

3. To capture Kohima and ont the Bengal-Assam
rallway running along the valley north. of it,
which formed Genersl Stilwell's principal
line of communicﬁtions; thus isolating from
their source of Supﬁlies not only the Allied
troops already operating in northeast Burma
but also the Ohinese divisions in Yunnen.

TheIJap'a ultimate objeotive was nothing less than.an
invasion of India. He had & large enough army in Burma
and it'was, therefore, an objsotive not at all beyond the
range of poesible achievemsnt. |

One faotor wae vital in the hattles whioh followed
from the olash of these two strategies - the Allied air
superiority. The Allied air forcew, whioh operated at
the end of supply lines 15,000 miles long, had been set
four tasks: tq sweép, to aupﬁort, to supply and to
Btrangle.

1. They had to sweep the sky olaar of Jap
fighters. ) |

2. They had to support our ground forees,
bombing and strafing Jap poritions,

blasting militafy and'eoonomic targets,
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and providiné accurate. close air support.

4. They had tolatrangle'the Jap lines by

bombing his ses communications end his
docks at Rangoon, shooting up his river
craft, smashing his bridges and roads and
ontting and recutting the orucial Bangkok-
Rangoon railroasd. {(19)

While these operatioﬁs were in progress the great.
design was unfolding in northeast Burma. General Stilwell
was Tighting his way from Ledo, dragging his road after
him. Stilwell's Chiness divisiona pushed steadily on from
the railhead of the'Assam-Bengal railroad, with Mar;ili'a
Marauders, an Ameriocan force of 3,000 men, cutting up.the
Japs on elther flank. 4 mile path had to be converted into
a thirty-foot, double~tracked highway, metaled, trenched,
banked, bridged and inclined, over some of the worst country
in the world, under the worst weather conditions in the
world; so oclose to the heela of a fighting advance that the
forward enginaars were constantly attacked by inPfiltrating
daps and each man kept his rifle as handy &8 his pick and
shovel. _

General Stilwell, taking advantage of theaa_develop—'
ments ﬁl&ﬁned to continue his drive down the Moguang oor-
ridor tbward Kamaing, with the Chinese 65th Regiment of
the 22nd Division proteoting the right flank. The 63rd
and 64th Regimsnts of the 22 Chinese Division had as their
primary objective the capture of Kamaing. The Chinese 38th

Division was to move southeast and oapture Mogaung.. In the

(19) A-5, p.110
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meantime General Stilwell decided to strike at Myltkyinsa
iteelf, the ciief objective of the oampaign. Myitkyina
IwaS'the principal Jap base for the defams of Burma from
the north, Sitvated 170 airemiles southeast of Ledo, 1%
was the northeyn-most point of a railroad from Rangoon
and was also_the head of navigation on the Irrawaddy River.
Myitkyina lay in the proposed path of the Ledo Roéd, some
170 air miles north of the Burma Road junction with the
railway at Lashio. If the mission was sucoaessful, 1%
would effectﬁally dispose of the principal air bhase from
which Jap aireraft had menaoced American trgnapqrt'planes
flying supplies to China. (20) The seizure would also
deprive the enemy of an important gtronghold center of an
oxtonsive military fiamework and would quiokly yaralyze
Jap operations radiating from Myitkying.

For General Stilwell's strike st Myitkyina three
forces were organized, H foroe was eomposed of the lst, Bn.
5B07th and the Ohinese 150th Regt.,(50th Division) Col.
| Hunter was in charge of this force with Lf. Gol. Osborne
remaining in charge of the American element. K fores
~was commanded by Col. Kinnisen, and was composed of the
Chinese 88th Regt.,(20th Division) and the grd Bn. 5307
ocommanded by Col. Beach. M foroe composed the remaining
men and officers of the 2nd Bn. 5307, as this unit had
sustained heavy casualties, esPeoiélly at Khpum Ga. Ths
remaining men were formed into two rifle companies, one
heavy-weapons company and & Bn. Hqrs. Co.,.which included
an intelligence ahd reconaissanpnce platoon, a pioneser and
(20) A-8 Transport planes after the capturs of Myltkyine
could fly the sonthern route to Kunming, China. This
would save thousands of gallons of gasoline and do away

“with the 24,000 foot northern route which took 1ts share
of human 1ife and sirplanes. .
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demolition platooﬁ and & communieations pla toon.
Three hundred XKaghin guerriles were attached to the Bn.
The group wes commended by Col. MoGee. (21}

| On April &87th the three forces oompletad oranization,
Ganeral Stilwell flew into Nanbanm to make final arrange~
ments with General Merrill for the operation, with the
airfield at Myitkyina as the first objective. On the
Same day General Merrill issued orders to the forces for )
their movement towards Myitkyina. H and K forces would
move northward from Naubaum at Taikei, then head east
gerogs the maiﬁ Kumon Renge and south to Ritpong. Prom
Ritpong they would continue south to the edge of the
Mylitkyina plain. M force was to soreen the southern flank
by patrolling the Senjo Ga ~ Hkada Ga aresn.

By a forceed march of twenty days aoross & 7,000 foot
pasg, General Merrill's American and Chinese forces werse
in slght of Myitkyina. ‘The forced march Wag no picnie
as the monsoon season wes commencing. Rain fell everyday
énd the'damp heét'was gtifling. In some places the
trail was so steep that footholds had to be out for the
ps.ck snimals; in others the animals were unlozded and thelr
loads menhandled up precipitions inclines. During these
20 days numberous casualties wére suffared,:as'all three

forees had minor engagements with the enemy.

PHE PLAN FOR THE ATTACK OF MYITKYINA

On the afternoon of the 16th of May, H force had
orossed the Nemkwi River, south of the viliage_of Namkwi ,

which placed them 4 miles from the Myltkyina air strip.

(21) A-8 As told to author by Capt. Martin J. Waters, Jr.,
the Intelligence and Reconaissance Platoon lesder of the
ond Bn., B6307th.
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With the help of Kaochin guerrilas, his men rounded up

ell the inhabltants of Namkwi, some of whom were known

to be of doubtful loyalty and confined them withiﬁ_H
foroes' lines until the next morning. The foree &t this
time out neither the railroad nor the telegraph line,
wishing to maintain seorecy about its arrivael so close
~to the airfield. Evening found the Amerlicans in position
| with security elements posted on all trails.

Gol. Hunter set the time of attack on the airfield
at 1000, 17 May. The sttack plan wae for the 1lst Ba. of
the 5307th, under Lt. Ool. Osborne, to lead the Chinese
150th Regt. to the southwest end of the field and leave
the Regt. to attaok the strip at that point. Osbhorne
and his men were then to push southwest to the ferry
terminal at Pamati. By taking this terminal, we would
sontrol the nearést awesing of the Irrawnddy River.

Col. Hunter's plan for the attack on the air strip was\
based on the knowledge that because of recent strafing

Iof the field, the Jap habitually withdrew during daylight
to poeitions in the thick sorub and famboo clumps at some
distance from the strip. In addition intelligence patrols
bronght back information that only & few Jap troops and
Burmese workmen were about thefatrip on 16 May.

THE ATTACK ON MYITKYINA

The attack jumped off as planned. The 150th Regt.
mede good progress as the alr strip was not strongly
dofended. The thrust by the Chinese had come &8 & com-

 plete surprise to the enemy but throughout the day

gporadioc fighting went on in widely separated spots around
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the airfield. The Chinese by 1200 hours on the 17th
of May hed secured the alr gtrip. Meanwhile the
Maranders under It., Col. Ogborne had ﬁy 1100 hours
taken the village of Pamati and a small force of
Americans by 1700 hours wers hear'Rampur whers they
bivouacked for the night in position to move on Zigyun
the next moraing.

Col. Hunter concluded that if Jap reinforcements
were 1o appear they'woﬁld have arrived at the air strip
on the 17th from Myitkyiha. Intelligence rsports showed
the Japs 4id not hold Myitkyina in fowe so Col. Hunter
decided to assault Myitkyina before the Japs could re~
inforee thelr garriscns alresdy there. Upon the capture
of the air strip Col., Hunter radioed Gen. Merrill snd
asked for moré tfooPB and supplies. lLate thgt afternoon
one battalion of the Chinese 89th Regiment, 30th Division,
wes flown in from Ledo. Meanwhile M and K forces were
COntaqted and were ordersd to.proceed immediately to assist
H force. Each force was shout 2 days march from Myitkyin%-/
80 both forces started southward by forced marches. 0On
the 18th K foroe bivounacked 8 miles north of the city.
Kachin gunides leading Col, Kinnison and his men lost their
way in the darknéss, this being the sole reason why K force
did not join up with H force late that night. On the morn-
ing of ﬁhe 19th General Merrill contected Col. Kinnison
and ordered him to attack.and gecure Charpate. The village
waé_taken during the morning withont too much enemy re-
sistance. Kinnison's 3rd Battalion dug in around thé
village, while the 88th Regiment moved to the sonthwest on
g line from the vicinity of Charpate to the railvoad.
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‘The 3rd Battalion pleced & road blook on the
Mogaung ~ Myitkyine road, and actively patrolled all
trails convergling on Charpate. The 3rd Battalion when
digging in forgot all about the high commanding ground .
Just 500 yeards to the northwest of Charpeate, and in
dolng so loft themselves wide open for a Jap attack,

Small slements of the enemy retreating from Mogaung via
Myitkyinae engaged this 3rd Battalion repeatedly and
Buoceeded in breaking through to Myitkyina.

On the evening of the 19th M force arrived at
Namkwi. This force was very weak and ill from hunger,
for fhe supplies requested while enroute never were
Hrdpped. H force supplied sufficient food to M forae
that evening. The next morning M force outposted Namkwi,
aotively patrolling 2ll trails to the west and southwest.

We now sese the Allies 80 placed that reinforcement
of_Myitkyina by the enemy is impossible, with the excep-
tion of one route from Nsopzup via Radhopur into Mylikylna.
Qur troops were disposed in a semi-~circle covering all
approaches from the northwest, west, southwest and scuth.
Enemy aoctivity up to this time ocould be sonsidered light,
but dontinuoua epnemy snlping wrought havoe amongst our
troops. '

4s previously mentioned, Col. Hunter in trying to
capture the city ordered two battalions of the Chinese 160th
Regiment to attack the:eity from the north on the 18th of
May. After reaching the railroed station, these two units,
MGod only knows whg" beosme invnlved.in confused fighting,
l1o8t their way and engaged each other. Such an ill oco-

ordinated attack by the Chinese was exactly what the Japs
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| had noped for and in all the oconfusion they, too,
brought down everything they had upon the Chiness. late
that afternoon the Chiness regained control and withdrew
- to é line ahqut 800 yards west of the town. There they
dug in. MajJor Frank C., Hodges of Hodges, South Carolina,
one 0f the battalion lisison officers and a good friend
of the writer, was killed in this action. (28)

| Having failed in his original attempt to take
Myitkyina, General Merrill now realized that a complete
reshuffling of units under his command was necessary 1f
he ever hoped to make & co-ordinated attack on Myitkyina,
For fhe above misslon the Myitkyina task force was formed.
M and K foroes were dissolved and Col. Hﬁnter took commend
of these American forces. The Chinese operated indepen~-
dently as separate units. Shortly after this reorganization
General Merrill was svacuated and Col. MocCammon, his
Bxeoutive, was placed in command. Col. MoCammon was re-
lieved shortly thereafter by Brig. Gen. H. D. Boatner.

During the last 10 days of May the Allies wers thrown
baock fo the defensiwve and vigorously repelled one Jap \
co&ﬁter attack efter snother on the air strip, During
this périod, the Japs had reinforced their garriéona with
an estimsted 4000 additional troops from the Nsopzup,
Mogaung and Bhamo areas. The allies had bried desperately
~ to cover the main approaches %o Myltkyina but could do
nothing as the Jap strength in the ares wasg now greater
then ours.

Everything depended on our holding the airfield as
there would be no way left to escape except over the jungle
(22) A-8 Mﬁjor Pred Huffine was with the other battalion but
managed to aome through without a soratch. Major Huffine
told me that the two bettallions had massacred themselves right
in the face of one another.
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trail from whence we came and by no means were we in
 any conditlon for such en ordesl. Drastioc measures had
to be taken to collsot a foroe somewhere in the theatrs.
Evacuetion of the sick and exhausted was halted. Marandors
coﬁvalascing in hospitals at Dinjan weres rushed to
Myitkyina to bolster our forses. A group of spproximately
'5000 men who had just arrived in India (thess troope wers
to have been replacements for the Marsuders and were to
have had 6 months tralning at Ramgarh befdre being com-
 mitted) were also rushed in by air. In addition two, so
called aombat engineer battalions, the 209th and 236%th
{ somewhere along the line, some bright Personnsl Adjutantg
had claésified these troops as combat engineers. This
olassifioation was highly erroneous. Units as high as
gompanies were pullad out of line to receive training in
mechenical nomensclaturs, funetioning ,and firing of sup-
porting_weapons. Small tactlcal problems were set up %o
give offlicers and N.C.0's training in troop leading pro-
cedure,) wers also flown in to bolster our forces.

On the night of May 23 at 2200 hours a battalion of
Japs lannced an attack on Charpate from the northeast; The
enemy sucodeeded in penetrating the 3rd battalion's position
baut by a well co-ordinated counter-attack were quiekly' |
repulsed. At 0935 on the 24th of May the Jap renswed hils
attack and succeeded in occupying a portion of the battalion's
front line. Seéing that the 3rd Battalion was badly oute~
numbered, 061. Hunter ordered Col. Beach to break contast
with the enemy and move to the railroad 2% miles to the

south. The Japs in force ocounpied Charpate.
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The Jaﬁs 2 days léter hit Namkwi in forcse and
Porced the 2nd Battalion back to & ridge about halfway
to Myitkyina} The enemy now controlled two of the towns
on the main g pproaches to Myitkylna

On May 27th Company C.of the 209th EBnginseer Comhat
'Battalion was attached to the 2nd Battelion. Col. MoGes
was orderad to reoonnoiter the Charpate area and attenpt
o reach Radhapur once again. The 2nd Battalion when Jjust
gouth of Charpate ran into enemy but conld do nothing as
the unit was no longer effectiive for combat.

- Fatigue, dysentery, malaria and'mainutrition had ®0O
wasted all units that evacuation to the rear was started im-
mediately. Abont 200 men pf the lst Battalion remeined un-
til Myifkyina fell on the 3rd day of August., These wers
need as perimeter Beourity guards sround the Myitkyina Task
Force Commend Post. f |

During the first two weeks of June additional replace-
ments wers flown in-to angment oﬁr forces. Thess addition&l_
fdrces oomprisad the remaining two battalions of the
Chinesa 89th Regiment of the_&Oth Division and one regiment
of the Chinese 14th Division. Nothing of great tactical
importance took place. Units were stalemated and foreed fo
revert %o the old style of trench warfare. If advanoces
were made wé qounted thaem by yards. Iq_no glven day during
this period did any unit advance more than 50 yards. .4ll.-.
of the Chinese ﬁnits sufféred-terrifio casnalties. Evacu-
ation was indeed primitive. The writer spent many hours.at
Porward aid stations trying to break the bottleneck of

evacnation. Chinese officers were reluctant to offar'man'or
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materials to expedite this mission. Chinese offlocers
showed no regard for human life and at times swors and
laughed at the badly wounded. _

As assistent Chief Liaison officer of the 30th
Chineae Divisioﬁ, my chief dnties ecould he summed up by
the exXcellent paragraphs in Fred Eldridges book "Wrath
In Burma", "Amerio;n ligigon teams were functioning down
as low as béttaliong. These teams had‘their own radios
Iand sant daily coded repofts to Stilwell's Hars. The
liaison officers had no command authbrity over the Chlnese
but they had a powerful purchase on the Chinese Commanders
because they relayed supply requirements back to Stilwell.
These officers had the power to veto Gﬁinase requisgitions,
wﬁioh put them 1in the position of exerting a strong |
influence on the motual commanders. |
~ Although thése lialson teams had supply and adviee to
ﬁhe Chinese lesaders as their primaxy official funotion,
their greatest value lay in being able to furnish Stilwell
with acourate information on Chiness and Japanese dis-
positions, and information on what the Chinese were doing
ad differéntiaﬁed from what the Chinese sald they were
doing. Often there was & vast difference. These Ameriocan
officers and men were Stilwell'®s eyes and ears. In addltion
they had to be prophets, becanse often they had td prediot
Ghinese intentlions which were fraquently at varianoe with
Chinese atatements. These things added up'to one of the
mos b dslicate and a1fficult jobs given any Americans in
World War II. The Americans were policemen.. Cops seldom

are popular, but the lisison officers were supposed to
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‘maintain cordial relations and respect,despite the
nature of their job, the language bar, and the mixing
of two vastly different cultures.

Added to all this was the morale problem involved.

- These offigers and men were destined to spend months on
ond in the heart of the densest jungle with no amenities,
with what food they ocould prepare theméelvea or get from
the Chinese, and having for companions only themsalves
and the allen Chiness. It is a tribute to thelr essential
strength of character and Stilwell's perscnal power to
inspire them that only a very few Blaw up as the campalgn
progreaéad."

In addition to the above duties we spent meny hours
forward with company and battalion 6ommanders pin pointing
on air photos'bnemy inatallétions that were holding up
our adﬁance. We would thoronghly evaluate each pill-box,
trénoh oto. and then olassify each ag to primary or
.seeondary targets and then call for an air strike. At
Myitkyina lislson personnsl asotually auperviséd and direoted
by radio all sir~-ground and artillery support given to for-
w&rd.chineaa olements. We woere right in the thiok of 1t at
all times, as we directed alr-ground bombing many times
no'gieater then 50 yards in front of our main lines. Many
of my fellow officers were wounded serionsly and in pro-
portion to the liaison personnsl actually engaged our dsad
1ist continued to haunt the High Command. \ ”

The 30th Chinese Division wae a green outfit, from
the lowly private to the Commanding General. A few officers -
and men had received American training at Ramgarh but for-

got everything they nad been taught in the heat of battle.
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Chinese officers rather than lead their men were.aon-
tented cowards and passed the waking hours in.the com~
fort of thelir cdmmand posts., PFrom our defensive positions
Just east of the air strip we would attaock frontally in
the face of murderous enemy machine gun, morior and
artillery fire day after day never to Secure more than 50
yards of ground. We plaaded and argued with the Divisional
Commander to sttaock immediately upon the lifting of sup-
porting fires, but to nb avail. 'We wo rked over the area
firat with fighter bombers, then shelled the ares with
what artlllery preparations were alloted to us, bolstering
this with 4.2, 81 and 60 mortar barrages. We suncceeded
in killing a few Japs, but the remaining enemy diring all
theae.preparatory fires wounld fall back to well dug-in
secondary positions, and upon 1lifting of fthese flres wonld
immediately reocoupy their forward positions. Everything
wonld have gone according to plan, but as usual the
Chinese waited just long enough after this softening up
phase befors attaoking for the snemy %o recocupy his for-
ward positions and stop us yards short of our objective.
About the 1léth of_Jane General Boatner was relieved
by General Stilwell and was succesded by Brig. Gen.
T, F. Wessels. Gen. Wesaels was rare in that he was one
general offiﬁar vho kept all commanders and liaison per-
"'éonnel informed of taotical plans, pot only in the present,
but for the future. General Wessala.was a hard ani tireless
worker and aould usually be reached at some forward ob-
servation post directing the efforts of that unit., He
definitely was that type of leader that men would go through

hell for, and if need be die. General Wessels' first two
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attempts to take Myitkyina were foiled by General Hu
of the Chinese 30th Diviaidn ag he refused to obey orders.
General Hu never would attack on time, he was either a
day early or a day late,'always refusing to swpport other
divisions and consequently not being supported on his own
un-co~ordinated moves. When we did attack our Chinese
- troops were aocordingly massaocred., ILt. 001; Rockis, my
Senlor chief liaison offiocer, and I-plaaded with General
Hu t0 co~-ordinate his attaak wifh other units. We went
out .of onr way trying to advise and help him in every
gontemplated move. We aqaompliahed nothing. Shortly
thereafter, General Hn was relieved, placed undsr guard,'
and was flown to Ghungking for investigation.

During the first two weeks of July American units
on our left flank'to the northhad made steady progress
and were fighting in the northern section of the city.
. The Chinese 5Oth Division,under the very capable leader-
ship of General-Pan, héd shaken off their earlier blunder-
ing commanders and were fighting dsspsrately to capture
the railroad station in the center of the olty. On the
19th of July the 90th Regiment of the 30th Division was
flown in and immediately oommitted, |

On the 20th of July the writer was ordered b0 repors
a8 Ohief Liaigon Officer to the Fort Hertz Aree Command,
This force was oomposed of two Gurhka Battalions and 7
Companies of Kachin Rengers. Our mission was to oross the
Irrawaddy River just north of Mankrin and ocoupy the
villages of Meingna and Néungtalaw and vigorously patrol
all roads and trails south and southeast of Myitkyina.

After two weeks of jungle fighting we succesded in
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' accomplishing our mission. On the 3rd day of Angust,
after 78 days of aeigg, Myitkyina fell fo the Allies.
Myitkyina, a olty of soms 20,000 befofe the war, was in
complete ruins. -Nothing was left stending to testify

“that at one time 1% had bean a eity where men laughed,

| oried,_and went about thelr duties as proﬁd law-abiding

eitizana.

ANALYSIS & CRITICISM

| The capture of Myitkyina, Burma, is an excellent ox-
ample of how the aggressive spirit and leadership of two
American Generels (Stilwell and Wessels) faoing insur-
mountable odds, actually knit together the unhelievable
and in the end proved to all conoerned that the impossible
ooﬁld be sceomplished. |

The mission given Genersal Stilweli in Burme wes one
of the most difficult of the war. He was at‘the end of
the thinﬁest supply line of 8ll % (other demands ef-the-wap,
exaeéded burﬂ&&&e&%eea. BHe faced an extremely difficult
_political'ﬁroblem and his purely milltery problem of'0p~
posing lerge numbers of enemy with few resouroes waé un-
matoh ed ;n any-theatrs. |

Refuaal of the 30th Division to fight needs goﬁe X~
planetion. It was based on politios end the old Chinese
Army system.' On the other hand nearly all of the Chinese
generals were imbued with the belief that & smart general
never commits his troops 1f he can help it.
| _Ail-troopa.sufferéd-frbm malarie dengue fever and
wére coferéd with Naga aores.‘ iheae uloers, usually cauaed
by infeoted 19905 bites or-leaoh.heads left under the skin,
oaused large areas of fleah 11tera11y te rot away. Troops

- 36 -



suffering from jungle diseaaeé are never considserad to
be totally combat effective.

Genergl Stilwell personalkly was the only Americen
General who could actnally command the Chinese. Chiness
commapders falled to ohey orders unless that order had
the general's personal signature.

Credit should be given to all officers and men of
the P-40 “snipér“ squadron. HRighter bomber support when
used properly can and(£§& take the plaoe of artillery.

The preparations end orders for carrying out medium
bombardment support were as full and complste as the cir-

cumstances would permit, but the Ailr Corps failed miser-

ably in the reading of air phbtoa.

LESSONS LEARKED

Among the lessons learned as a result of the Myltkyina
battle arelthe following:

1. Onoe an attack has been launched, personnel and
: material must be used to force a sucoessful conelusion.

2. Aggresaive leaderéhip is necesspary for aay type‘
of attack to ‘sucoeed; and ‘by-all-meang must be displayed in
allmahlts from the smallest to the largest.

3. A1l migsions regerdless of their degree of diffi-
culty when once assigned mggﬁhpg_goqpmpligpeﬁ by thét unit
on schedule. |

4. Surprise is an essential element of a successful
attsck.

B. When Allied armies are fighting topether agalnat
aﬂgﬁmmen enemy, fire power maneuver and shock action must

bs co- ordinated if the attaek ig to suaoaad./



6 Failure of any commander to obey an order

shonld immediately hevrelieved of his commsnd.
L

7. All troops, no matter what their brench of

service might be, must by all nwane)undergo besie in-

fantry treining}/if they are to he eommitted ¥} 1nfantry

T T Y e P AR D L g o i R

troops. Pajilure $o 4o so reeulte in unprecedented

e —— -

messaores,
8. The 1nfantry attaek has as 1ts basis the fighting

epirit and aggreeeiveneee of the offioers and ‘non-oom-

min#OQQQHQinQQrﬁ/With fearleass, intel ligent leading on
their part, and the individual initiative on the part of
the individual soldier.

- 9. The futility of expecting sucocessful 1nfantry_? )
- Jungle combat or any combat without trained smmll teame/ {
from squads on up. ; )

10. The lack of co-operation of Chinese units with ”?&fﬁg?
ea.ch ether, even battalions of the sems regiment, results W‘ﬂ‘f {-

v

in disaster. L _ fﬁhif

- 38 -



