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- THE OPERATIONS OF THE S506TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY (101ST AR~
BORNE DIVISION) IN HOLLAND 17 SEPTEMBER TO 9 OCTOBER 1944
(RHINELAND CAMPATIGN)
(Personsal experience of an Assistant Regimental Opsrations
Officer)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operation of the 506th Parachute Infan-
try Reglment, 10lst Airborne Division, in Holland from 17 September
to 9 October 1944, "OPERATION MARKET"

In order tq orisnt the readef 8 shortlresuma of events leading up
t0 thiaIOperation:ia'given.

On 6 June 1944 the Allies launched a coordinated airborne-sea-
borne assault on the western coamat of France (Normandy peninsula)
in vieinity of Carentan and Caen, By mid-September they had advanced
across France and wére knocking at Germany's West Wall (Siegfried |
Line ) defenses., (Map A) b

The line now held wd%{bﬁhahigﬁ:Firat and Britieh Second Armies
along the Meuse-~Rscaut Canal; U.S, First Army was in ocontact with

-Weat Wall defensesa; U.S, Third Army held a bridge-head over thel
Moaelle river, and U.S; 3eventh Army and French Forees, having in-
vaded southern France in August, had advanced generally along the
Rhone river valley contmcting the U,S. Third Army, (Map A}

Te¢ bring the.total weight of the Allied Forees in western Rurope
to bear on the enemy would require a deep penstration through this
delibarate_dafensé belt. In the south the Allies had no cholce except
s head-on advance into the West Wall., However, in the north they
might be able to advance north through Holland and out-flank this
Wost Wall,(Map A)

The suceessful execution 6f such an operation would permit the
41lied armor more suitable terrain over which to operate as com=-
pared to the terrain that woﬁld be encountered in the execution
of a deep penetration in the south., From the plains ln northern

Qgermany the Allies could envelope the Rhur area (Germany's prin-

clpal industrial area) from the northeast,
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The Allied High Command deemed the resultzs of such an operation,

~1f successful, s0 lmportant that it was declded to make an attempt.
THE GENERAL PLAN

The ovef-all plan called for the British Second Army to launch
the main offensive advancing quickly to the Zuilder Zee flow coastal
area in northern Holland) thereby forecing = bridge-head over the
Rhine river and trapping all enemy forces along the‘coaat. The
First Canadian Army would advance north and gecure the deep water port
of Rotterdam and Protect the left flank of the Britiah Second
army. (1) (Mep B) |

The U.3, First Army would protect the right flank of the British
Army by launching an offensive toward the Rhine river, the U.S,
Third Army would defend from present positions, and the U.3.

" Seventh Army and French Forces would rs-organize in preaent po-
sitiona and be prepared for future offensive operations, (2)

For this operation the Britiah Second Army planned an advance
aloﬁg & very narrow corridor - general line Eindhoven-Udsn-Grave-
Nijmaéen-krnham. |
o The road net'along thias route provided.only one (1) principal
route.of advance - the main'highway through the above mentioned towns,
This would necessitate a vary detailed t;affic plan 10 accommodate
the vehicles required for this_opqration._(MgplB)

British 30th Corps would apear-head the advance with British
8th and 12th Corps advencing at a slower pace on the right and left
reapectively, Af{rborne troops would be dropped aléng this corridor
at Zon,Veghel,Grave,Nijmegen. and Arnhem to assist the advanes of
30th Corpé by-aeizing and securing vital bridgea over the Wilhelmina
Canal at Zon, Willems Faart Canal at Veghel,Maaa river at Grave,

Waal river at Nijmegen, and Neder Rijn river at Arnhem, (3)

{1) A-1, p. 57; (8) A~l, p. 28; (3) A-2, p. 172,
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Past airborne operationa_(Africa, 8icily, Ttaly, and Normandy)
increaaihgly indicafed the need for an over-all command of airborne
and troop-carrier forces. As & reault the First Allied Airborne Army
eonalsting of U,3., 82nd and 10lst Airborne Divisions, Britiah 1st
Airborne Division, British G5lst Airtransportable Diviaion, and one {1)
Polish Alrborne Brigade with all avallable troop-carrier férees_was
created in England 8 August 1944, Lt. General Lewis H. Brereton,
Tormerly Commanding General of U.3, Ninth Air Force, was placed in
_command. First Allled Airbqrno Army would be under the operational
dontrol eof 2lst Army Group, which was commanded by Fleld Marshal
Moﬁtgamery. The Airborne Army Commander would be directly respon~
sible to the SuprmeJCommander - Gene:al Eisanhower.

By the time the First Allied Airborne Army was six (6) weeks old
1ts staff had plenned four (4) operations, thrse (3) were cancelled
due to the rapld advance of the Allies adrpaa_Frgnee. Target date
set for "Operation Market" was 17 September 1944, _

Pirat Allied Airborne Army assiénad migsions to 1ts diviaions
as follows: 10lst would land in vicinity of Zon and Veghel, seoure
bridges at Veghel, St., Oedenrode, Zon, and capture the city of Eind-
hoven; B2nd would land in vicinity of Grave and Nijmegen, secure bri-

dges at Grave, Nijmegen, and over Msas-Weal canal in vicinity of

Heumenj British 1st Divieion and the Polish Brigade would land in
vieinity of Arnhem and secure bridges there., (4} (Map B)

B Due to the number of aireraft required for the inittial 1ift of
these diviaionq 1t was decided to use two {8) routes - Northern and
Southérn route, The principal advantage of using two routaa was that
froop-carrier aireraft would be dispersed over a much larger area and

snemy fighters could not concentrate om one point,

The British lst Division, Polish Brigade, and U,S., 82nd Division

(4) A-S’ p. _5.
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would use the northern route to landing areas, while the 101st
Division would use the southern routa._Both rqutes had their aspesial
 hazards; the northern route would be over some eighty (80} miles

of enemy territory and known enemy flak positions - squfhern route
would fe directly over the snemy front 1ine positions. A daylight
landing was decided ﬁpon due to the fact that the German night
fighter force was relatively intact, and Allied air superiority

would be more effective during daylight. (5)

HEGIMENT'S PREPARATION TOR HOLLAND MISSION

The'506th Parachute Infantry Reglment, 10lst Airborﬁe Division,
participated in the initial assault on Normandy & June 1944, The
bulk of the regimént's action was in vicinity of Carentan. The
regiment was relleved from the line in Normandy on &8 June and
returned to its home base near Hungerford, FEagland 12 JTuly 1944
to prepare for future airborne mlassiona on the continent of |
Europe.

From 13 July to 13 September 1944 training was conducted in small
unit and field firing exercisesa, known distan¢e, roocke’$ launcher,
mortar, and rifle grenade firing, and hand grenade throwing, A
three (3) day isolated platoon problem was conducted by all bate
talions,., In addition to the tralning conducted, the regimant.moved
twice to marshalling areas for airborne missions; however, due to the
rapid advance of the Allied armies, these missions were cancelled,
Replacements ﬁere received, arms and equipment checked, and every-

thing was made ready for any future operation, {6)

THE MARSHALLING AREA AND THE MISSION

On 14 September 1944 the regiment wus ordered to fhe marshalling
. areas for the third time éince raturning from Normandy. Due to

the previous moves to tﬁe same marshalling areas very little.

(B6) A=3, p. 12; {8) Personal knowledge.
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raconnaissance was reguired prio:-to the actual move, By 1200 hours,
.19 September all units of the regiment were sealed in their rbspectivé
areas; Regimental Headquarters Company and 2nd Battalion at Membury
airport, lst Battalion at Ramsbury airport, and 3rd Battalion at
Chilbolton airport, .

After the regiment had oclosed in the marshalling sreas, its misaion
wag received which was as follows: land om DZ "C", secure bridges
over Wilhelmina Canal in vicinlty of Zon, and capture the city of
Eindhoven. (7) {Map C) |

This mission was further assigned to the battaliona as follow;:
3rd Battalion would land on DZ first and securs it against enemy
'amalllarms fire. lat Battalion would land following the %rd-Bat-
talion and move lmmediately to seize the bridges at Zon. Regimental
Headquartefs Company and 2nd Béttalion would 1aﬁd, assemble, move
east and attack Zon from the north, Upon the accomplishment of
these hissions the entire regiment would move south and scapture
Eindhoven. {8)

From the time the regiment was sealed in the marshalling areas to
its departure all troops were briefed and_re-briefed on each individ-
ualts part of the mission. During this period ammunition, equipment,
rations, anti-motion sickness pills were issued, parachute harness
waé'adjuatéd to each individusl, heavy eguipment that could not be
oarried on the individusl was rolled and packed in aerial &eiivery
units, (B8lmm mortars and ete.) units wefe_broken down intc plane

loads, anqﬁigﬁding manifest was prepared for each plane, (9)

AIRCRAFT AILOTTED TO THE REGIMENT

_For this operation the regiment was allotted one hundred a@d
thirty-two (138} C=-47 trsnaport planes; and eight {B8) CG4 gliders.

Of this number 131 planea snd & gliders hit the DZ, One plane and

(7,8,9,) Personal knowledge.



two gliders were shot down over ensmy territory. 2,190 personnel
‘emplaned for Holland, and 2,183 actually jumped or landed by glider
on the &, reﬁaining 7 did not jump due %o reserve 'chute breaking

open. (10)
DEPARTURE

A% about 0900 hours 17 September 1944 the regiment commenced
loading in the planea and by 1000 houras the regimeﬁt was airborne
and 6n its way to Hollend to play its assigned role in "Operations

Market". (11)

PATHFINDER TEAM

Tﬁe regimental Pathfinder Team, commanded by lst Lt. Gordon 0.
Rothwell, took off from Chélgrove airport at 1040 hours and dropped
on 12 “G% at 18556 hours, (Map €,} Upon erossing enemy linss very
- heavy flag'wggﬂencountered, but the plane took no evasive action

weE s R :
othegigéﬁeggédhto 180 m.p.h. Enemy resistance was very alight on
the Bz-and did not hinder the team in its mission, Within four (4}
ninutes after landing all navigational alds were in readinesa
for thé in-coming seridlé.

The initial serials all arrived on course thraee {3) minutes late
1529, 1322, and 1325 hours, DZ "C" and "B" coneisted of adjacent rields
énd no defthed boundary existed making it difficult to distinguiash
- one from the other, However, from 1319 to 1325 hours thres (3}

serials landed on each DZ making a total of two (2) infantry

regiments landing in the area within six (6) minutes. (12)

REGIMENTAL SEFRIAL

The trip was uneventful for the regimental serials until the
coast of France was reached, Mere the fighter escort, a moat

weloome sight indeed, was picked up. This escort continued on to
(10) A=4, Annex #1; {11) Personal knowledge. {12) A~5. p, 61-62.
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the DZ. Aa the serials would draw fire from the enemy flak posi-
tions the escorting fighters would immediately attack these positions
and as a result the flak was much reduced,
~ As the serials passed over the Britiah Second Army's positions,
their froat line was very prominently outlined by identification
_ panels and orange smoke. (Map B} This gave everyone a good feeling
as this was the signal that the British were ready to jump off
‘as soon ss the alrborne serials cleared their front liha.

As the DZ was approached enemy flak guns commenced firing on the
serials from positions in the immediate vicinity of Zon bdridge - lat
Battalion objective. Some planes were hit by these guns, but none were

shot down; all parachutist were dropped on the DZ. (13) (Map C)

THE JUMP AND ATTACK ON ZON BRIDGE

Elemente of the 3rd Battalion commenced jumping at 1319 houras and
by 1326 hours the regiment, less the sea-borne echelon, was on Dutch
goll. The 1and1hg wea not opposed hy hogtile smell-arma fire snd the
sssembly was accbmpliahed very quickly, and within one hour the lst
Battallon was eﬁgaging the enemy flak guns that had fired on the
seriale from vicinity of Zon bridge. .

4s Reglmental Headquaﬁtera and 2nd Battallon were'assembling Tive
{5) enemy tanka hpproached the DZ from the eastj but before they
could do any damage they were taken under fire by friendly fighters
- two {8) knocked out and the remainder driven off, (Mep C)

The regiment, lesas lat Battalion, assembled and moved east to Zon-
8%, Osdenrode highwsy then south into Zon, This force reached Zon at
approximately 1530 hours, Upon resching Zon.the Znd Battalion immed-
iately attacked the anémw flak poslitions from the north in conjunc-

tion with lst Battalion attacking from the weat.

(13) Personal knowledge.



The enemy withdrew across the Wilhelming canal in the face of this
attack and as the leading elements of the £nd Battalion were within
.100 yards of the bridge the enemy blew it from the gsouth bank of the
eanal. Five (5) dual purpose 88mm guns were knocked out in the vie-
inity of the bridge. |

The canal at thls point was about 70 feet wide. By use of asome -
electric light poles that happened to be in the vicinity and the
debris from the bridge a foot bridge was construoted and the regi-
ment began orossing the canal at_about 1800 hours.

The leading elements of the Znd Battalion had advanced aﬁout one
and one-half (13) miles toward Eindhoven after crossing the canal to
a small villege - Bokt. {Msp C) Here the Regimental Commander decided
to stop for the night and resume the attack at dawn the next morning -
i8 Sepfaﬁber. By 8400 hours all units of ths regiment were mcross the
eanal and in defensive positiona in the vieinity of Bokt,

Puring the night plang were completed for the attack on Eindhoven
at dewn. Since this was to be a head-on attack it was decided to at~

 tack in a column of battalions - Brd Battalion leading. (24)

CAPTURE OF RINDHOVEN

At dawn 18 September the batialions moved out and by 0900 hours the
3rd Battalion had advanced to the out-akirta of Eindhoven againat light
resistance. Upon entering the built-up aerea the battalion immediantely
came under heavy fire from enemy poaitiona inside the buildings. The
advance continued for approximately the dlstance of five {5) city
bloeks, where it was atopped cold by intenase fire from enemy machine
guns and dual purpose 88mm guns from positions in buildings and stirest

interseotions, By 1200 hours it was apparent that the Sﬁd Battalion
could not dislocate the enemy from his positions. It was about this
- time that radio contact waa eatablished with reconnaissance elements

of the British Guards Armored Division approaching the city from the

(14) Personal knowledge,



® ¢
west,

_ Since the 3rd Bettalion could not advance it was decided to enve-
lops the enemy pogitions from the east. laf Battalion was ordered to
move to a position:east and just short of 3rd Battalion, while 2nd Ba-
ttalion ﬁas committed edat and wide of lat Battalion 1n an attempt to
out flenk the enemy. 2nd Battalion Was successful in its enveloping
move and entered the oity proper at about 1300 hours. Upon finding
their ﬁoaition out-flanked the'enemy hegan_withdrawing toward the
center of the city proper only to find themselves surrounded by the
8nd Battalion. Approximately 300 enemy were killed or captured by the
regiment upon its entry into Eindhoven. {15} (Map C)

Upon entry into the cify the battalions commenced to moﬁ-up and by
1700 hours the first Dutch oity was in Allied hands. Defensive posit-
ilons were eatablished on the east and weat sldes of the city for the
night. |

Advanced elements of the Guards Armored Division Were contacted on
the south side of the city at about 1900 hours.

During the morning of 19 éaptember defensive positiona were 1mpro-
vaod and extepsive patrolling conducted east and WQBt ot the oity. At
gbout 1400 hours the Duteh underground reported that an enemy forcé
'waa headed toward Eindhoven from yicinity of Helmond. 2nd Battallon
with one aquadron of 15/19 Huasars, which was attached to the regim-
ent earlier in the day, was diépatehed to.intarcept'this enemy and
clear Helmond, This force did not contact the reported enemy as it
was ordered to return to Eindhovén before reaching Helmond. This later
proved to be qgite an asslgnment as 1t required the greater part of
the British 8th Corps %o clear Helmond. (18) r

4t about 1500 hours the 3rd Battalion was ordered to procesd west
some six (8) or eight (8) miles and seaure an smergency landing strip

in the vicinity of Wintelrse. (Map C)

(15, 18) Personal knowledge. Statement of Lt. Col, Charles H. Chase,
( _

Regimental Executive.Officer.
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Both battalions {8nd and Brd) h&d cleared the city andlwere wq;l"f
on their way to their objectives when:a mesgage was received ffom the
Division requeating the lst Battalion be sent to Zon immediately to
asslst in the defenae of the bridge as the enemy was now attacking
it from the eaét.

lst Battalion wes ordered to prooceed to Zon without delay thus
leaving the defenase of Eindhoven to Regimental Command Post
personnel and elements of the Guards Armored Division enroute to
Arnhem,

At about 2000 hours an enemy plane flew over the clty and dropped
flarea over the maln thoroughfare along which the British column was

moving., Immediately foliowing this plane was a flight of enemy ﬁomb-
| ers, estimated at 10 to 20, which bombed this part of the city with
extreme accuracy. Thia bombing caught the British_supply vehicles
moving through and quiet a bit of demage was done. (17) -

Due to the three (3) battalions being out of the city, the
regiment suffered only thirteen {13) casualties rrom_the enemy bomba.,
Had the battalions been in positions previoualy cccupied casualties
would have no doubt been severe. {18)

Juat.as the bombing attack was over the Division notified the
regiment that the enemy atiack at Zon had been beaten off, but the
aneﬁv was expected to attack Elndhoven. The 2nd and 3rd Battallons
were ordered to return to town and occupy the poaitiona from which
they had deperted. Both battalions had olosed in town by mid-night.
Nelther battalion had made contact with the enemy while out of town,
The expected attack on Eindhoven did not developh.

2nd Battalion and the 15/10 Hussars were ordered to attack enemy
foroes in the vicinity of Nunen on the morning of 20 September. As
this force approached Nunen the enemy was observed moving to attack

the Zon bridge. the 2nd Battalion and Hussars immediately engaged the

{17) Personal knowledge. {18) Personal knowledge. Statement of

Lt.lcol. Charles H. Chase, Regimental Executive Officer,



.eneny rrom‘tha rear. Finding himself opposed from two directions, the
enemy withdrew northeast, After contact was lost the 2nd Batﬁalion
and Hussars returned to the vicinity of Eindhoven,

The lst Battalion arrived at Zon during the night and was 1h def
fensive positions by 0800 hours 20 September. The enemy leunche? en at-
tack here at ebout 08630 hours by an estimated fores of one battallon of
infantry supported by one oompany of tanks. This attack was repelled
by lst Battalion, elements of the 327th Glider Infantry Regiment, and
one {1) company of the 328tk Airborne Engineer Battalion. This was
the enemy which withdrew when the 2nd Battalion and Hussars attacked
ita reﬁr. {19)

The 1st Battalion continued to defend the Zon bridge for the period
20~2), September,

The 2nd Battalion and 15/19 Hussars atvacked the enemy in the
vicinity of Nederwetten on the morning of 31 September. The enemy
withdrew in the face of this attack and at 1200 hours contacf was
lost. The 2nd Battalion end Hussars went into defensive positions in
the vieinity of Tongelre for the night 21-22 September,

During this period the 3rd Battalion ocbupied positions in Bind-

hoven and constituted the regimental reaserve, On 81 September the
3rd@ Battalion was ordered to 3%, Qedenrode, a diatange of approximatély
dleven-(11) 'miles; as,Division reserve; The battalion cleared Eind-
hoven a$ 17do hours. (Mep C)

| During the evening 21 September the regiment received a warning
order to be prepared to move north to Uden, a distance of approximately

twenty-one (£1) miles, on 22 September. {Map €)

THE MOVE TO UDEN
The Zrd Battallion closed in fhe 8%, Qesdenrcde area about 0300 hours
22 September. At about 0G00 hours the regiment, including the 3rd

Battalior wes ordered to move to the Uden area where it would be

(19) A-4, p.3. | ‘
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charged with the defense upon élosing in the area. Due to the lack
of transportation this niove would have to be made by'marching and by
using'the few available trucks. The 3rd Battalion began 1ts move
from 5t. QOedenrode by marching at 0800 hoﬁrs. The remainder of the
regiment would.move,by marching and the use of whatever transporta-
tion was at h&nd,.during the day.

The regimental advance party consisting of recénnaisaance parties,
communications personnel, and two (2) platoons of Company E departed
Eindhoven at 0900 hours &2 September, This force cleared Veghel at
approximately 1100 hours, Immediately aftef passing through Veghal
the enemy ocul the mailn highway between Veghel and Uden, thus isolat-

ing the advance party. {20)

ENEMY ATTACK ON VIGHEL

The enemy, after breaklng contact with the 2nd Battalion and Hug-
sars in vicinity of Nederwetten on 21 September, had moved under cover
of darkness to the vicinity of Hrp, and was now launching an all out
attack to selze Veghei and destroy fhe br;dgea there. This enemy force
was estimated at three (3) battalions of és troops supported by thirty
(30) or forty (40) tanka, {(21) {Map C}

The 2nd Battalion, minus elements in Uden, reached Veghel at about
1400 hours and was immediately_deployed aatride the Veghel-Uden high-
way facing northeast in conjunction with the S0lst Parachute Infantry
Regiment, With the assistance of British artillery that happened to
be passing through Veghel at the time the attack was repulsed by dark,

At about the seame time the enemy attack came from the southeast, another
enemy force attacked Veghel aatfide the Willems Faart Canal from the north-
west. One company of the lst Battalion, having besn detached eerlier‘in

the day and sent north to Veghel, reached the bridge as the eﬁemy launc-
hed his atteck from the northwest. This company detrucked, turned around,

and deployed nesr the bridge,
(20) Personal knowledge; (21) A-4, p.4.
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e L
and with the asaistgnoo of slements of the British 44th Tank Ragiment$
repulsed the attack. Later in the afternoon the enemy attacked the
town from the norfth, Elements of the 3rd Batt&linn, in oconjunction
with the 2nd Battalion, 501lst Parachute Infantry Regiment, halted
this attack just short of tﬁe railroad bridge. By dark 28 September
the regiment, less detachmhnt in Uden and the remainder of the lat
Battalion at Zon bridge, was in defensive positions in the vieinity

of Veghsl. (28)
ADVANCE PARTY AT UDEN

Upon réaching'ﬂden the advance party dispatched patrols east
end west of the town. No enemy was contacted west of the town;
however, emst of the town enemy patrols were conteoted in the vicin-
ity of Vokel, Civilians in Vokel reported enemy tanks and infantry
.1n Boekel, As a result of this report the detachment commander
contacted the commander of a British Sapper (Engineer) unit which
was walting in Udan'to repair an aifport located in the viocinity
of Beokel to offect some sort of defense of the town for the axpacted
attack, {Map C)
| At about 1600 héura thelregimant notified the detachment in Uden
ﬁ#&ﬁt?a Brigade of British Ammor was being recalled from the Nijmegen ‘
area and would arrive some time during the night. This bfigade
arrived sbout 2030 hours and went into defenaive positions in the

town. (&3)

THE ATTACK TO CLEAR VECHEI-UDEN HIGHWAY

During the night 22«23 September the regiment planned an attack
to clear the enemy from the Veghel~Uden highway, The plah called for
the g2nd Battalion to attack fronm preaént positions toward Uden. The
Division arranged to have the British Armored Brigﬁde, now. located in

Uden, to attack toward Veghel in conjunotion with the 2nd Battalion.
(82) A=4,p.4; (23) Personal knowledge.



This attack jumped off at about 0800 hours 23 September and by 1700
hours the Znd Battalion and the Armored Brigade from Uden had made

contact, The road wam again open to traffic, (24)

GLIDERS LAND AT UDEN

About 1200 hours 23 September a flight of C-47 transport planes

Lkt

ware obsaived headed north, towing two (2) gliders each, As the flight
approached Uden the tug ships commenced to release thelr gliders. A
total of seventeen (17) gliders were released before the pilots
realized this wea not their release point. Upon contacting the glider
personnel 1t was learned that this flight wes the 325th Glider Infan~
t1y Regiment, 88nd Airborne Division, scheduled to land Juat north of
the Grave bridgs, approximafely ten (10) miles.north of Uden,

The relegsed gliders landed just east of the battle now being waged
by the Snd Battalion and British Armored Brigade to c¢lear the highway.
‘Some gliders were fired on by the enemy as they landed but suffered

no caasualtiea, (25)

DEFENSE OF VEGHEL

After having made contact with Britiah Armor and completed clearing
~of the highway, the 2nd Battaiion‘pulled back to its pos;tion from which
the attack was launched, foi the night. The 3rd Battalion and one comp-
any of the lst Battalion had occupled defensive posi?ions in the viei-

nity of Veghel during the day and night of 23 September,

THE MOVE TO UDEN

On 24 September the lst Battalion was returned to regimental control
and relieved of the reaponsibility of the Zon bfidge. The reglment, with -
the 32lst Glider Field Artillery Battalion and Battery B, 8lat Glider AA
Nattelion attached, wae again ordered to Uden to teke over the defense

of that area, The regiment pluas attachments closed in the area about

(24) A-4, p. 4; (25) Personal knowledge.
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1430 hours, - E ? _
Upon ?eaching Uden the 3rd Battalion was ordered tolsend patrols to
Erp in an ettempt to contact the enemy that hed withdrewn in that dire-
ction the day before., These patrols reported no enemy in the area, App-

erently the enemy force that out the highway 22 September had withdrawn

from the area completely. (26)
ENEMY CUTS HIGHWEY AT KOVERING

Just before dark 24 September, an enemy force estimated at two (Z8)
_6ompanies of infentry supported by tanks and self-propelled guns cut
the highway south of Veghel in vioinity of Koevering. (Map C) The reg-
imental trains (sea.and land tail) consisting of twenty—tﬁo {22) vehi-
clea_happened to be moving along the highway at the point where the
enemy cut it. The convey mhnaged to turn ground_and return toﬁard Zon

with the loss of only two (2) vehicles. (27)

REGIMENT ORDERED TO CLEAR HIGHWAY

During the night 24-35 Septemb§; the Tegiment, With attachments, was
ordered to return to Veghel and cléar the enemy from the highway in fhe
vieinity of Kovering, Movement commenced at 0300 hours and by daylight.
20 September the leading elements had reached Veghel. At this point a
squadron of the 44th Tank Regiment was attached to the regiment. Shortly
after the tenks wers attached the regiment was ordered to attack Kover-
‘ing and clear the highway. This attack jumped off at about 1000 hours
along the west side of the highway with the lat and 3rd Battalions
echelon left, 3rd Battalion leading. The battallons had advanced about
£000 yards when they ceme under very heavy small-arms, artillery, and
tank firé - the tanks being dug in along the road, The battalions were
stopped oo0ld, At this fime ihe 2nd Battalion was ordered to mske & wide
envelopment east of the highway in an_attempt to hit the enemy's flank,

Movement commenced about 1400 hours and by dark the batialion had
(28) Personal knowledge; {27) A-8 pages not numbered.
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reached a point just south of the enemyfs poaitiop where_it came under
direct tank and self-propelled gun fire. All battalions were ordered to
hold fast in present positions for the night and be prepared to contine
ue the attack at daylight 26 September,
The attack jumped off at 0530 hours 28 Septamber_and by 0900 hours
the.anemy was driven northwest of the highway opening the road to tra-

- f£ic again. The regiment was pinched out of the attack by other eleme-

nts of the division, and 44th Tank squadron was detached, (28)

THE RETURN TQ UDEN

At 1300 houra the regimoﬁx, with original attachments, was ordsred
to return to¢ Uden, This move was completed by 1700 hours and once again

the regiment was defending Uden. (29)

THE MOVE TO NIJMEGEN

The regiment and attachments remained in defensive positions in the
vicinity of Uden until 30 September at which fime-it was ordered to move
to the vicinity of Hijmégen, a distance of approximately twentf { 20)
miles. The move commenced on the_morning of 1 October and by night the
regiment and atfaehments were eloaed in an assembly area on the east
seide of Nijmegsn., (Map C) The only enemy Action encountered during this
‘move was caused by a lone enemy plane bombing the column as the troops

were detrucking at the msgembly area. No damage was done by this plane,

RETLIEF OF BRITISH BRIGADE

During the night 1-2 Qctober the regiment was ordered to relieve the
241st Brigade, 43rd Brifish Infantry Division in the area Dodewaard-
Opheusden=- Randwiik. The regiment moved to the vicinity of Zetten dur-

ing the day and at dusk commenoed_the rellef of the Britlsh forces,
{28, 29) Personal knowledge.
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of-the-British=$onass, and by mid-nignt the relief was completed.

The regimantal disposition was the 2nd Battalion defending
north alohg the south bank'of-the Neder Rijn river; 3rd Battalion
derending west along the line Opheusden~Dodewaard, 1ts right rlank
anchored on the Neder Rijn, left flank anochored on the Waal river;
and £he 1st Bettalion in regimental reserve in the vicinity of
Zetten. Cﬂl) {Map C) | | | | |

The terrain hére,iaa in the majority of Hbll&nd,_wgg vory flat
and at no point in the regimental sedﬁor did 1% rise thirty (20)
feet above sea level. On the north (enemy) bank of the Neder
Riin river the terrain rose to aﬁproximatély two_hundred_(aooj
feot above sea level. This high ground afforded the enemy ex~
oellent ohservaiion of the entire regimental seotor, which
restricted all movement to the hours of darkneas, This situation
was comparable to a sandtable with the enemy as spectators.

During 3-~4 Qctober the enemy reatricted_hia'aetivitiea tq the
asystematic ﬁhelling of the entire sector by mortars and artillery
pleces, for vhich he seemed 10 have an unlimited supply of ammu-

nition.

INEMY ATTACK ON OFPHEUSDEN

Af about 0300 hours § Qetober the enemy launched_an attaek in N
the vioinity of_Opheusden {Map ¢}, asupported by mo:fars, értillery,
and light tanks. The 3rd Battalion stopped the initial atiack, but
at 0630 hours the enemy resumed the attack with very muoch increased
artillery anéd by 1500 hours the 5rd Battallon had been pushed back
about five hundred (500) yards. At about 1200 hours the lat Battdion
waa ordered to move té Ophausdeh and oounter-attack thiough thg right
flank of the 3rd Battalion. Thig attack jumpeq off at about 1500
hours and by night the lst Bettalion haed succeeded in restoring the

- line originally held by the 3rd Battalion.

(30) Personal knowledge. Statement of Lt., Col. Charles H. Chase.

Regimental Executive Offlcer,



During the night S-8 Ootober fhe_Brd Battallon uas_gniftad south of
,'thQ railroad and the lst Battellon was assigned the Opheusden area., The
night was reiatively quiet, At dawn 6 Qctober the enemy launched anot-
_ her‘attack.in the Opheusden area preceded by the heaviesf artillery
pfeparation yet encountered in Holland, The lat Battalion waa pushed
back about 800 yards. |
Upon committment of the lat Battalion on 5 October a battalion of
thé 43rd Infantry Division was attached to the regiment as reservs.
The Regimental Commander now decided to ocommit the British batte~
lioh between the lst and Brd Battalions in e coordinated attack to
refgain the ground lost by the lst Battalion. This attack was sohedu
led to jump off at 1245 hours; but due to enemy artillery, the British
battalion did not reach the line of departure until abﬁut 1400 hours,
The lat and British Battelions were able o advance about three hund-
red (30@) yardas before being stopped. |
It was now epparent that any further attempt to kick the enemy oﬁt
-of.Opheuadon would be.too coatly in men and materia;._The tbwn was of
ne mater;al value to the ragimant'in the defense of this line, {31)
On the night of 6-7 October fhe 3rd Battalion, 327th Glider Inf-
entry Regiment,was attached to the 508th, This pemitted the relief
of the lst and British Battalions, Upon completion of this reliet
the Britiéh battalion would revert to its parent diviaion, and lst
Battalion would move to an éasambly area abdout twelve hundred
(1200) yards in rear of the front line. |
This relief was acaomplished by 3rd Battalion, 3&87th Glider Inf-
antry, occupying positions some alx hundred (600) yards in rear of
the lins origilnally heldlby the 1lat and British Battalidna. By 0200
' hours 7 Gotober the relief had been oompleted, British battalion

cleared the regimental area, and lat Battalion cloged in

{31) Personal knowledge.



the assembly area.

4% dawn on the morning of 7 October the lst Battalion aid
atation personnel observed troops mofing through an orchard some
two hundred {200} yards west of their position. Thinking they
nera.Britiah trodps, our men 4did not give them much attention:
but upon closer examination the lst Battalion found them to be
enemy and went into motion, At the end of a thirty (30j minute
fight the lst Battelion had captured one hundred.and_fifty-fivs
(155) and killed approximately fifty (50) enemy, (58)

Upor investigation it was learned thet thias enémy force had
over-run the 3rd Battalion, 506th's, position juat south of the
failroad. When the firing in this vicinity commenced the 5id
Battallon, 387th, commenced firing its machine guns located on
the north side of the railroad cutting this énemy column in two.
 PWs eaptured by the lat Battalion stated that their force con-
sisted of & battalion with the mission of capturing Zetten. (Map C) .
Apparently the enemy column was out when the 3rd Battalion, 327ih,
commenced firing. {33)

_kx'about the time the action in the 1st Battalion area was over a
atrong enemy attadk was launched in the 3rd Battalion, 508th, sector.
This Torce was estimated at two (2} battalions supported by mortars
and artillery. Due to the excellent fields of fire afforded by the
flat terrain, our supporting artillery and automatic weapons could
be employed most effectively. With these conditions in its favor,
the 3rd Battalion was able tc astop the attack; and dy dark 7 October

all enemy ground activity had ceased.,
. RELIEF OF THE REGIMENT

During the night 7-8 October the 287th Glider Infantry Regiment
rolleved the 3rd Battalion, 5068th, without ineident; and the 3Ird

‘Battalion, 387th, reverted to the 327th Regiment's control, By

" (g3) Personal knowledgej (33) Personal knowledge. Statement

of It. Col. Charles H, Chass, Regimental Executive Officer.
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dawn 8 October the Brd Battalion, 506th, had olosed in an assembly area

in the vieinity of Zetten; {Map C) _

" During the period 2-8 October the 2nd Battalion had contained a smsll

‘bridge-head in ite seotor aslong the south bank of the Neder Rijn river.

This bridge;head was estimeted to contain about three {3) hundred enemy

and was completely eliminated by the combined efforts of the 2nd Battae

;1on, 508th, and elements of the B5Olat Parachute Infantry Régiment on

¢ Ootober. (3&] | |
Thereafter from 10 Ooctober to 26 November the B508th Parachuts Inf-

antry Regiment occupied various daransiva positions on the 1sland be-

tween the Neder Rijn and Waal Rivers. {3&)

ANATYSIS AND CRITICISMS

In making_a study of this opération, it is my cpinion that the mis-
aion initially assigned the regiﬁept was entirely within its capabili-
tiea.

j;ﬁfisaigning only one (1) béttalion the misaion.or securing the bri-
dgﬁa at Zon might have been under-estimating the enemy atrength and
capabilitiéa, but 1f must be remembersd that & unit in this type
of operatidn mugt be prepared for any eventuality and can not afford
to cdmmit all of ita strength in one diréction.

The 3rd Battalion could have been more aggressive 1nlita attack on
Eindhoven, However, 1t mus § be remembered that this was a head-on
attack and the regiment had very little 1gfbrmation concerning the
enemy at this tine. -

The aggressive aagagit made by the 2nd Battalion on Findhoven com-
pletely routed the enemy and prevented him from falling hack 5o new
posltions and further delaying the capture of the city.

Tﬁe agresslve patrolling in ths Eindhoven area prevented the enemy

from determining the strength and exact location of the fordea in the

aresa.,

(3¢) Personal knowledge. Statemsnx of Lt., Col, Charlea H. Chase,

Regimental Exscutive Officer; {38) Personal knowledge.
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The ettack made by the 2nd Battalion and 15/1% Husaars on the
§namy'a rear in the vicinity of Nunen probebly prevented the re-
capté;ﬂof the Zon bridge, as attacking foreces wers superior to the .
defendsrs in_number and supporting weapons at this particular point,

The ability of the regiment to detruck and deploy rapidly under
shell fire in the vioinity of Veghel was one factor that insured the
successful defense of the town against atrong enemy attacks,

The agresaivenesa of the attacking battaliona in the vicinity of
Koevering prevented the enemy from fully exploiting his success in ,
the initial cutting of tﬁe highwey. The envelopm@ntwa the ensmyts
flank by the 2nd Battalion earlier in the attack might have enabled
the.regiment to cléar the highway befors dark inateaﬁ of having to
wait until dawn the following day to acsomplish this,

The defense oflthe Dodewaard-Opheusden-Randwiik area was a very
tdugh asalgrment due to the enemy having control of the high_ground
north of the Neder Rijn river, In apite of this the regiment succe-
_gafully defended this arem against s very detemined enemy. At the
beginning of the attacks the Zrd Battalion held a gector some eight-
son hundred (1800) yards wide. It is helisved that ovar terrain such as
thie, and with no barriers or obstacles, this 1s an excess frontage
for a battglion.

.In conjunetion with the British battalion, it 1s estimated that the
regiment destroyed the greater part of a German Infantry Division in
the defense of this area, Fortunately the Germans attacked plece -
méal; one.(l) new regiment sach day.

During thia period the regimantlhad to bear in mind that the enenmy
confrolled locks on the Neder Rijn and Waal rivers that would, if
opened, flood the entirs island at the rate of one (1) foot per hour,
Plans were made whereby the regiment could start evﬁeuafing operati-

ong at a m&ﬁanta notice, Fortunat;ly the enemy did not resort to this

meane of clearing the Allied forces off the island.
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To sum up the results of this operation: the S06th Parachute
Infantry Regiment did acoomplish the initial and all ewcceeding
missions. If viewed from the Army level the mission was not
éccompliahed in that the British Second Army d1d not reach the
Zuider Zeo: however, the enemy was prevented frdn:moving his
forces out of Holland at will, He was nﬁt allowed %o use these
forces t6 strengthen the Weat Wall defenses, and was delayed in
re-grouping the retraating 15th_Armw; _ _

In.view of this it ia moat interesting o note that the enemy
was able to form 80 called"“Battle Groups™ fram stragglara, personnel
guarding routes of conmmnication, and local AA defense personnel.
These groups. r:imad around the local ack ack gun poaitions, did delay
the advance of the Alliea, thereby giving;%ﬁ;ﬁ#-moi{e preocious

time for whioh he Was 80 grimly righting.
LESSONS

Scme of the leasons emphasized by this operation are:

1. A daylight parechute drop is favored over a night drop if alr

- Tk

superiority 48.enJoyed by the parachuting elements; This
wag evidaneed by_the_quiok asaeﬁbly, better conirol, and
~ rapldity of units moving toward initial objective,
3. To prevent a determined enemy from blqying_bridgea once they
~ are wlred is slmost an impossible task. _
B In the defense of a n?irow ecorridor, troops must be stationed
along the gntire length or_suqh corridor, or be surfioigntly
_mbpile to enable them to move very quickly to any threat.
4, Intelligence must be up to datg_gﬁgvagthgqt}q; T obtain
fﬁis reéuirea-fhe éaﬁfinudus use of all availeble means
at the digposal of ell commenders. The lack of such intell-
1gonce-waa avidenced by the fact thet the enemy was able to
strike the Zon bridge one day, withdraw and strike the Veghsl

area the next. The aggressive uase of reconnaissance elements
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py-@igher commanders would have preventgd_thia.

5. Airborne.unitg are not equipped to condgqt ofrana;ve operd-
tions in more'thag one direotion at g_tim@;.Thia was evideﬁced
ﬁf fhe cdnstant re-ghuffling of units within the corridor to
ﬁeet threats as they developed, and by the_fact that the enenmy
wag able to cut the highway almost at will, |

6. Communications in an operation of this type are almost entirely
by radio. The radio SCR-300 ia not sultable for use by sirborne
troops in this type operation due to its short renge. Wire was
laid on several occasions but dus to enehy action and fast mov-
ing sltuation no material advantage was gained, It waa not until
the regiment reached the Opheusden area that wire was used £6 any
great extent.

7. In Operating Qver terrain such as this the 1iaison airplana 15

[N I

1nj§}ggy%p for observation. Ground cbaervation was very linlted
due to the numerous orchards and cultivated forests.

8 Armor is of 1lifttle value over terrain criss-oroased by canals
and doubly so if no lateral roads exist as such was the came in'
Holland.

9. Mobility of airborne troops, once they are commi tted, 1s depend-
ent upon captured and commandeered transportation./The amount of
é;;;i;;ﬁ transportation in the area of operations determines the
atate of mobility of an airborne unit when initislly committed,

This one factor determines thelr ability to meet numerous threats

over an extended front.
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