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This article has been compiled from information supplied
by various departments of the Infaniry School and by the

NFANTRY DIVISIO?

e

(Light)

Combined Arms Combar Development Activity ar Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas.

The Infantry Division (Light) is a compact force of
some 10,000 soldiers. 1t is a strategically deployable force
that will focus on defeating light enemy forces in low-
intensity conflicts, but at the same time it is capable of
being employed in mid-intensity conflicts when it is aug-
mented by additional combat support and combat service
support units. (See Major General James J. Lindsay’s
Commandant’s Note, INFANTRY, January-February
1984, pages 2-3.)

Its organic infantry units, which are footmobile, are
characterized by their ability to operate on a decentral-
ized basis on close terrain against other light infantry
forces. Their hallmarks are speed, agility, initiative, and
physical lightness. They will be trained to be iron-willed
fighting units that are fully proficient in small unit opera-
tions, night fighting, marksmanship skills, and conven-
tional infantry tactics.

The division’s close combat mancuver foree is the light
infaniry battalion. This unit can conduct the full 1ange ol
olfensive actions against opposing light forces in all types
ol terrain. But because it has only a limited number of
antiarmor weapon systems and no organic tactical mobil-
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ity, the battalion must be augmented 1o fight effectively
against enemy armor. When it is not augmented, il
should be employed in close terrain (built-up areas,
forests, mountainous terrain) when taking on enemy
armored forces.

The focus of the battalion, however, is on defeating
light enemy forces in a low-intensity setting, and it has a
large number of night observation devices and weapon
sights to improve its soldiers’ ability to fight under
limited visibility conditions.

The battalion can participatein adeep attack aspartofa
larger forceif it is augmented with aviation or other mobili-
ty assets. lts ability to conduct movements Lo contact or
hasty deliberate attacks is essentially the same as that of
other light infantry forces, but unless the baualion is
augmented, such activities will be footmobile,

The battalion can pursue opposiig footmobile hight
forces and, if provided with mobility assets, caneffectively
move about the battleticld 1o exploit situations. N is also
able 1o conduct such special purpose missions as reconnais-
sances in faree, raids, ambushes, fernts, and demonstra-
Hons.



. e

In short, the battalion is well suited for oifensive aper-
Lnons that ate manpower intensive rather than system in-
ensive, because t1s rato ol Nghters to supporters is very
high.

The battalion is best suted o defend against hight
forces, although it can defend agamst tank and moltor-
ized forces in close teriann when 10 s augmented with anti-
armor weapons. 1 is capable of combimng static and
dynamic elements of delense but 1s better suited for the
static unless given maobility assets.

The battalion defends 1o hold terrain or to protect key
installations and facilities, and 1t can conduct economy of
force missions. Because of its hmited organic transporta-
tion assets, the battalion is not ideally suited to conduct
delaying actions against opposing forces other than light
ones. With proper augmentation and in close terrain,
though, it can delay against heavy enemy forces as well.
Regardless of the opposition, its engagement ranges in
the delay will be close, sinee the battalion does not have
many long-range weapon sysiems

ORGANIZATION

The light infantry battalion consists of a headguarters
and headquarters company and three rifle companies (see
Figure 1). It has a *‘from the gound up”’ structure that is
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FIGURE 1

designed to meet the requirements of a low-intensity
battlefield. [tis very light and can be moved easily in U.S.
Air Force aircraft, Additionally, all of the battalion’s
assets can be moved by UH-60 helicopters.

Although the battalion has a limited number of anti-
armor and indirect fire weapon systems, it can readily ac-
cepl augmenting systems. And il does have a large
number of automatic weapons and the type of communi-
cati_ons equipment it needs {o operate in low-intensity
setlings.

The battalion has exceptionally austere combat service
support assets and relies on 1ts brigade for mess and
maintenance support. While it can operate for 48 hours
without resupply, it can operate indefinitely if it 15 pro-
vided with additional logistical support. It has only two
types of wvehicles — the High Mobility Multi-purpose

Wheeled Vehiele (HMMW V) and the motoreycle.
[he aorganization of the battahon’s headquarters and
headguartets company 15 shown m Figure 2 The com-
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mand group, headquarters secnon, company headquar-
ters, and communications platoon are similar 1o those
same elements in other hght forces.

The medical platoon is larger than one normally found
at baualion level and provides the company aidmen as
well as the battalion aid station. A surgeon is organic 1o
the battalion, and the structure of the platoon is such that
medical support is provided well forward in the battle
area. The medical platoon supports the battalion and any
other organizations located in the battalion's area of
operations.

The support platoon coniains vehicles and motorcycles
that can provide transportation assets to the battalion’s
units as they are needed. The |5 motorcycles, for exam-
ple, are available for liaison activities, for messengers,
and for reconnaissance purposes.

The reconnaissance platoon is footmobile and lightly
armed. It is capable of performing close-in reconnais-
sance and limited security and can get some mobility
through the use of the support platoon’s motorcycles.

The antiarmor platoon has four TOW launchers,
which give the battalion a limited heavy antiarmor direct
fire capability. It can operate in split sections to provide
continuous overwaich while moving, When the battalion
is employed in areas where there is no enemy armor
threat, the platoon can be used as an additional recon-
naissance unit, ‘

The heavy mortar platoon has the battalion’s only
organic indirect fire assets — four 107mm mortars. This
platoon, like the antiarmor platoon, can operate in split
sections to provide continuous fire support while moving.

RITLE COMPANY

The rifle company s organized as shown in Figure 3. It
has no organic vehicles. The compames may use the sup-
port platoon’s motorcycles l'or various purposes.

When the company is in an arca where there is no
enemy armor threat, its light antiarmor section can be
used as an additional rifle unit. The medium antiarmor

March-April 1984 INFANTRY 15



weapons hoave been consoledated ar compans level 10 in-
pProse rammg, o enstire rapid response 10 the compans
commander, and 1o preclude encumbening the artle pla-
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toons with a bulky weapon system that might impede
then rate of movement,

All of the individual weapons allocated to the company
use one caliber of ammunition — 5.56mm. Mcembers ot
the nifle platoons are equipped with might vision sights, as
are certain key personnel in the company headquarters
and antiarmor sections. The rifle company, therefore, 15
capable of conducting operations under most conditions
of limited visibility. ’

The simplicity of the design of the rifle platoon is in-
tended to match the experience fevel of the platoon leader
(sece Figure 4). The two M60 machimeguns are placed,
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controlled, and disptaced by the plaioon leader, {These
weapons may be replaced mothe future by four SAWS,
depending on the outcome of an analysis that v now
comparing the 1wo sastems.)

The three rifle squads m each platoon contam nine men
cach (see Frigie 53 1he aperate @ two hire teams, with
cach team consisting ol tour men The syuaed feader and
eam leaders fead by example in o go where | g0, shoo
where Eahant™ maode ol P alion

RIFLE SQUAD
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As General Lindsay said in his Commandant’s Note,
the infantry bauahons “‘can look for immediate batile-
lield support trom a divsion artillery composed ol 1hiee
105mm howitzer battalions with 18 howitzers each: an
aviation brigade that has 36 Black Hawks, 29 attack hel-
copters, and 31 scout helicopters, as well as a mihtan
mtelligence/reconnaissance unit; an air defense battalion
cquipped with I8 improved Vulcans and 40 Stinger
teams,; and a light combat engineer batialion.”

In addition, all of the major elements found 1n our cur-
rent divisions are retained in the Infantry Division
(light), although at reduced strengths comparable to the
smaller infantry battations. Thus, the engineer batialion
has only 284 soldiers and a minimum amount of equip-
ment,

With less equipment and personnel 10 support, the
diviston support command is very austere with 1,181 sol-
diers. The FASCO concept has been retained, and some
battahon functions such as maintenance and mess hase
been consolidated at brigade level. And although the
maneuver battalions have organic medical struciuges, the
remamder of the division will operate under an arca sup-
POLL CONCeM., A

The division artillery is also austere. It has no general
support capability, and has reduced support and ammu-
nition haul capabilities. But its basic fire support struc-
ture — FSEs and FIST — has been retained.

Even though the Infantry Division (Light) is austere.
with the right corps and echelons above corps structures
behind it, it allows the Army 1o meet many goals. lts
toree structure better matches the Army manpower that
Congiess has allecated; it is a strategically deployable
toree; it provides a more credible fighting capability that
can react rapidly to the National Command Authorits s
requirements: and s structure retains all of the orineal
clements and command struciwes needed fon it 1o be aug-
mented, 1l necessary, for any contlict 10 which it might be
cennmiated.

MEthat remanns sow s o frield mbaniry divisions with
the nesw stracture and to tam o soldiers 1o hght el
el wairhin them
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