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We in the military profession generally accept
the idea that the study of our past will aid us in
understanding the present and in anticipating
the future.

In the recent past, there has been a great deal
of literature on the history of the United States
Army, most of which is broad in its scope.
Wars, battles, strategy, and tactics are a few ex-
amples of the sweeping subjects found on
bookshelves today. And much has been written
about the nation’s great military commanders.
But those leaders owe their victories and, in
some cases, their lives to one rugged group that
is generally forgotten: The U.S. Infantryman.
Unfortunately, little material has been
dedicated to that most important participant in
U.S. military history.

It is the common foot soldier who has, in the
truest sense, closed with and destroyed the
enemies of his country. Without the infan-
tryman’s perseverence, his ingenuity, and his
love of nation, unit, and buddies, U.S. history
would have been written in a drastically dif-
ferent manner (and possibly even in a different
language).

The next 11 pages depict the evolution of the
U.S. Infantryman, his uniform, and the ‘‘tools
of his trade.”” Two hundred years of
technological progress has had a tremendous ef-
fect on the Army’s development, but the in-
fantryman and his basic mission have changed
little since he first answered the call to the colors
of an infant United States.

Captain Peter A. Eschbach is an infaniry officer assigned to the Publie Affars
Office of the XVI| Airborne Carps at Fort Bragg A 1978 graduate of the U.5.
Military Academy, he has served in saveral infantry assignnients
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