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One of the most controversial mili-
tary leaders of World War Il was (and
still is) British Field Marshal Bernard
Law Montgomery, victor at El Ala-
mein in late 1942 and commander of
the combined Anglo-American armies
that stormed ashore in Normandy in
June 1944,

Unfortunately, Nigel Hamilton’s
second of a planned three-volume
Montgomery biography — MASTER
OF THE BATTLEFIELD:
MONTY’S WAR YEARS, 1942-1944
(McGraw-Hill, 1983, 863 Pages,.
$25.95) — does not in any way make
Montgomery a less controversial mili-
tary leader; if anything, it does just the
opposite. In fact, in his almost total
distortion of the Allied military cam-
paigns in northwest Africa, Sicily, Ita-
ly, and Normandy, Hamilton does
Montgomery a tremendous disservice
and makes Montgomery appear a far
iess capable high-level military com-
mander than even his harshest critics
claim.

Montgomery was never a team play-
er, and he had little use for his Ameri-
can allies. (For that matter, he didn't
care much for the Canadians and the
Poles.) He could barely conceal his
contempt for the Americans after the
Kasserine Pass fiasco, and his almost
complete lack of regard for the U.S.
commanders dominated the later cam-
paign in Sicily. His actions during the
early days of the Italian invasion
reeked of this same contempt. (It is
probably only fair to say that most of
the senior British commanders in
Europe at this time felt the same way )

The Normandy operation should
have been regarded as the great Allied
victory it was, but Montgomery’s ego
stood in the way and his insistence that
““every thing had gone exactly as I had
planned it’’ destroyed any sense of vic-
tory and led to serious divisions in the
Allied ranks before the war ended in

May 1945,

Fortunately, there is a corrective to
the Hamilton story about Montgom-
ery’s actions in planning for and ex-
ecuting the 1944 invasion of northwest
France. In fact, no other author has
presented a better description of
Montgomery’s role in that operation
and the 76 days of heavy fighting that
began on 6 June and ended at Falaise
and Argentan on 17 August than
Carlo d’Este in his book DECISION
IN NORMANDY (Dutton, 1983, 555
Pages. $22.50). The author served as
an officer in the United States Army
from 1958 to 1978, when he retired to
research and write this book. He has
done both exceedingly well, and his
book should prove one of the
definitive accounts of what actually
transpired in Normandy — how the
campaign went wrong and how it was
eventually won.

Along the way, d’Este attacks the
British official military history of the
Normandy campaign, accusing the
British historians of relying on incom-
plete documentary evidence and criti-
cizing them for their ‘‘clear lack of ob-
jectivity and a failure to address a
number of important questions."’

Since 1945, a myth has grown up
about Montgomery’s role in Norman-
dy and has been perpetuated and en-
larged upon mainly by British writers,
the latest being Nigel Hamilton,
D’Este’s book destroys that myth, and
U.S. military men are urged to read it
at their earliest opportunity,

Another book on the fighting in
Normandy that the U.S. military pro-
fessional should read is Max Hastings’
OVERLORD: D-DAY AND THE
BATTLE FOR NORMANDY (Simon
and Schuster, 1984. 368 Pages.
$17.95).

Hastings is a British war correspon-
dent and military historian with a long
list of previously published works to

his credit, including one on the Falk- |

lands war. He takes a less rigorous ap-
proach than d'Este, but he did read
d'Este’s manuscript before writing his
own book.

What concerns Hastings the most is
the fact that few people today realize
“just how intense were the early
OVERLORD battles.”” He goes on to
say, “‘In the demands that they made
upon the foot soldier, they came closer
than any other in the west in the Sec-
ond World War to matching the hor-
ror of the eastern front or of Flanders
30 years earlier. Many British and
American infantry units suffered over
100 percent casualties in the course of
the summer, and most German units
did so.”

Hastings, therefore, concentrates
on how the German, British, and
American ground troops performed,
He feels that the “German Army’s
achievement in Normandy was very
great’ and that the ““Allies in Nor-
mandy faced the finest fighting army
of the war, one of the greatest that the
world has ever seen.”’

He also feels that it was ‘‘not that
the Alljed armies in Normandy were
seriously incompetent, merely that the
margin of German professional supe-
riority was sufficient to cause them
very great difficulties.”

By the first week in August 1944,
though, as Hastings points out, the
“halance of psychological advantage
had at last shifted decisively”” and
“the Americans had gained a new con-
fidence in their own powers,” He
says, ‘‘Isolated infantry units held
their ground; headquarters staffs kept
their nerve; the American forces dis-
patched to meet the Germans [at Mor-
tain] drove hard and sure to throw
back the panzers.”

The U.S. war in the Pacific between
1941 and 1945 has never received the
attention the war in Burope has but
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two recent publications go a long way
toward balancing the difference.

Oneis Ronald H., Spector’s EAGLE
AGAINST THE SUN: THE AMERI-
CAN WAR WITH JAPAN (The Free
Press, Macmillan, 1985, 589 Pages.
£24.95), which is one of the volumesin
the publisher’s series titled “*Wars of
the United States."”’

spector now teaches history at the
University of Alabama, and holds a
commission as a major in the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve. He previously
served with the Army's Center of
Military History, and was recently
ordered to active duty to prepare a
study of the Grenada operation,

Spector’s is a complete, if some-
times opinionated, story of the war in
the Pacific — ground, air and sea —
and includes the happenings in the
China-Burma-India theater. He aiso
includes an account of the Army’s on-
ly Black combat units to see action in
the Pacific — elements of the 93d
[Jivision — and of the Black service
units that served in the Marine Corps.

His chapter titted “*Strangers in
Strange Lands’’ graphically portrays
how the American fighting man and
his supporting elements reacted Lo the
largely inhospitable environment.

Spector concludes his narrative by
saying that ‘““for the United States, the
record of the Pacific War is not so
much a story of how the services for-
got their differences but rather of the
ingenuity displayed by service leaders
in devising courses of action which
allowed them to get on with the war
without having to settle those dif-
ferences.”

There are generalized notes at the
end of each chapter and a rather com-
plete bibliographic note just before a
comprehensive index. An excellent
reference work, this book should be
remembered by the U.S. military pro-
fessional.

The second Pacific War publication
is Edward I. Drea’s DEFENDING
THE DRINIUMOR: COVERING
FORCE OPERATIONS IN NEW
GUINEA, 1944 (Leavenworth Papers
Number 9, Combat Studies [nstitute,
Fort Leavenworth, 1984, 182 Pages,
$5.00, Softbound).
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The main strength of this volume
for the infantryman lies in its account
of the small unit actions that were
fought during General Douglas Mac-
Arthur’s Aitape, New Guinea cam-
paign in mid-1944.

The author, formerly with the Com-
bat Studies Institute at Fort Leaven-
worth but now with the Military His-
tory Institute at Carlisle Barracks, was
well qualified to write this study. A
U.S. Air Force veteran, he lived and
studied in Japan for six years. He has
authored one other Leavenworth
Paper.

In this volume, Drea concentrates
on the performance of the 112th
Cavalry Regiment and those elements
of the 32d Infantry Division that
fought units from the Japanese 18th
Army along the Driniumor River for
45 days in a series of small but bitter
engagements. He not only provides a
day-by-day account of the battle, he
also addresses tactical planning,
logistics, and combat support.

Both sides experienced enormous
difficulties in the hostile jungle ter-
rain, and Drea points out that neither
army had a sophisticated doctrine for
jungle warfare. Accordingly, the com-
bat units themselves had to improvise
doctrine as the fighting went on.

Drea does not neglect the big pic-
ture, or the importance of Ultra infor-
mation to the success of the overall
operation. But the importance of his
work is his tactical narrative and the
lessons that this long-ago action on
New Guinea can offer today’s U.S.
fighting man.

We would also call your attention to
a good, solid, and generally depend-
able one-volume military history of
the United States — FOR THE COM-
MON DEFENSE, by Allen R. Millett
and Peter Maslowski (Free Press,
Macmillan, 1984, 621 Pages. $24.95).

The authors, both of whom teach
history at the university level, present
a straightforward historical narrative,
concentrating their attention not only
on the military services and their com-
bat operations but on the political,
economic, and social factors that
helped shape this country’s military
policies. The focus on social factors is

particularly evident is the later chap-
ters,

A selected bibliography can be
found at the end of each chapter — a
nice touch — while a general bibliog-
raphy can be found at the end of the
book,

Professor Maslowski wrote the first
nine chapters while Professor Millett
prepared the other eight and the epi-
logue. As a general history of Ameri
can military policy, we do not hesitate
to recommend it to the military pro-
fessional for study and reference.

A new publication, in softbound
form, has just come to our attention.
It is titled DEFENSE ANALYSIS and
is produced by Brassey's Defence
Publishers. Its Volume 1, Number 1 is
dated March 1985, and its North
American editor is Roger Beaumont, a
professor of history at Texas A&M
University. Four issues a year will be
published. The publisher intends this
publication as a “new kind of forum,”
one that will “‘open up discussion an<'
analysis in defense studies.”

This first issue contains four ar-
ticles, four professional notes, and a
short section titled “‘Landmarks in
Defense Literature.”’

All in all, this publication should
attract considerable attention at the
higher military levels in this country.
It may not be the sort of thing junior
infantrymen find helpful and
informative, but they should at least
look at it.

Finally, in our May-June 1985
issue, we mentioned the Osprey
Publishing Company’s several series of
uniform books, one of which is titled
Men-at-Arms. We also mentioned
several of the more recent publications
in that series. We have now received
another one that U.,S. infantrymen
should find most interesting:
GRENADA, 1983, with a text by Lee
E. Russell and M. Albert Mendez, and
color plates by Paul Hannon, (Men-at-
Arms 159. 1985, 48 pages. $7.95,
Softbound.) In addition to the eight
color plates, numerous black-and-
white photographs complement the
short but concise and seemingly com-
plete narrative that covers the activities
of all of the military services.
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I ‘while
operating under stringent rules of en-
gagement, American personnel
accomplished their missions with
prudence and valour.... The military
skills of every participant were tested
and found sound. Hopefully, the
Grenada operation will serve a similar
purpose to the Falklands war, as a
symbol of military professionalism
and a national resolve to keep faith
with its citizens in peril,”’

Here are a number of our longer
reviews of recently published books:

THE END OF CHIVALRY: THE
LAST GREAT CAVALRY BAT-
TLES, 1914-1918, by Alexis Wrangel
(Hippocrene Books, 1982. 176 Pages.
$24.95), Reviewed by Lieutenant Col-
onel David A. Rolston, United States
Armmy.

The author has collected a number
of eyewitness accounts of World War I
Russian cavalry battles and presents
them in the story-telling style of oral
history.

While the stories are interesting, the
reader gets the feeling that old men’s
memories may have drifted far from
fact during the 60-odd years between

4mn .

. living the battles and telling of them.

The author makes no attempt to
analyze the battles for significant
lessons or historical significance. But
this is still a worthwhile book for peo-

ple who enjoy the reminiscing ot their
elders and those who wish to get the
flavor of Russian cavalry units of the
past.

THE SOURCES OF MILITARY
DOCTRINE: FRANCE, BRITAIN
AND GERMANY BETWEEN THE
WORLD WARS. By Barry R. Posen
(Cornell University Press, 1984, 282
Pages). Reviewed by Lieutenant Col-
onel John C. Spence III, United States
Army Reserve,

Why did Germany’s blitzkrieg of-
fensive succeed so well in the spring of
1940, and why did Germany’s air of-
fensive against England fall just a few
months later? The answers to these
paradoxical questions can be found in
Barry Posen’s illuminating and well-
researched study of comparative mili-
tary doctrine.

Posen, an assistant professor of
politics and international affairs at
Princeton University, carefully ex-
amines the military doctrines of
France, Britain, and Germany in the
interwar period. His methodology
focuses on the various doctrines in
terms of the theory of balance of
power and the theory of organization.
Both of these theories, Posen points
out, are useful in explaining the be-

havior of STATes YUTHAE U PASUSEV wr s,
centuries, For instance, the balance of
power theory explains the behavior of.
states in an essentially ‘‘unregulated
environment.”” On the other hand,’
organization theory can be used to ex-
plain organizational behavior when
there are “‘functionally specialized
bureaucracies.” i

Specifically, Posen points out that,
organization theory explains the
French tendency after World War [ to
develop a primarily defensive doc-
trine. It can also explain the develop:
ment by the British of the RAF Fighter
Command and the air defense system!

Likewise, the balance of powe
theory explains much of the behavior
of the three subject states during thé
interwar period. Thus, Germany, a
pariah nation after the Treaty of Ver;
sailles, had no firm allies and had t
rely on her own devices. Britain an
France had to rely on each other i
terms of a coalition.

Posen concludes that the balance 0
power theory is a ‘‘slightly mor
powerful tool” than organization
theory for the purposes of the stu
of doctrine, He deemphasizes tec
nology and geography as elements
military doctrine. g

This book is of great interest to ti‘
student of both military history an
military strategy. Posen’s analysg
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and insights are as germane to the
present-day formulation of military
doctrine as they were to French,
British, and German leaders in the
1930s.

THE GULF AND THE SEARCH
FOR STRATEGIC STABILITY:
SAUDI ARABIA, THE MILITARY
BALANCE IN THE GULF, AND
TRENDS IN THE ARAB-ISRAELI
MILITARY BALANCE, by An-
thony H. Cordesman (Westview
Press, 1984, 1,041 Pages. $45.00).
Reviewed by Major David N. Fetter,
United States Army.

Anthony Cordesman’s ambitious
undertaking, as indicated by the title of
his book, helps to fill the void in the
current literature about an area that has
grown in geostrategic importance since
the 1970s, not only for the United
States but for the West in general,
There is nothing with which to compare
Cordesman's book; it is a unique and
valuable addition to the literature on
the military and internal security situa-
tion in the Persian and Arabian Gulf
region. The book carefully examines
that situation in each of the states in the
Gulf, with special emphasis on Saudi
Arabia, Iran, and Iraq,

The book is filled with facts,

Infantry
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details, charts, and tables, and Cot-
desman’s analyses, fully supported by
statistical data, are clear and informed.
As with any undertaking of this kind,
some errors will occur and some of the
data will become dated as arms
shipments into the region continue at
their current pace.

The beauty of the book is that, after
a reader gets through the background
material in the first three chapters, he is
free to skip around to different issues
of interest without becoming confused.
If an AWACS sale interests him, for
example, he can read chapters 8 and 9;
if his interest is oil, then he can skip to
chapter 14,

Taken as a whole, the book is well
written, thoroughly documented, and
relatively comprehensive. It stands by
itself as a valuable addition to any
library of contemporary issues in the
Middle East, personal, professional, or
academic.
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VOICES, 1870-1914. Edited by Peter Vansii-
tart. Franklin Watts, 1985, 352 Pages. $16.95.
TO HEAL A NATION. By Jan C, Seruggs and
Joe! Swerdlow, Harper and Row, 1985, 414
Pages. $25,95.

CHARLIE MIKE (CONTINUE THE MIS-
SION). By Leonard B, Scott. A Novel. Ballan-

tine Books, 1985, $7.95, Softbound,
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SO THEY RODE AND FOUGHT. By Major
General S. Shahid Hamid. Hippocrene, 1984,
189 Pages, $17.95,

NAPOLEON AT WAR: SELECTED WRIT-
INGS OF F. LORAINFE PETRE, By Albert A.
Nofi. Hippacrene, 1984, 288 Pages. $19.95.
GENTLEMEN OF WAR., By Dan van der Vat,
Morrow, 1984, 205 Pages, $12.95,
WEAPONS OF THE FALKLANDS CON-
FLACT. By Bryan Perrett. Sterling, 1984, 152
Pages. $6.95, Softbound.

THE STORY OF THE RASC AND RCT,
1845-1982. Edited by Brigadier D.J. Sulton.
David and Charles, 1984, 801 Pages, $35.00.
THE CIVIL WAR ALMANAC, Ldited by
John S, Bowman. Facts on File, 1982, 400
Pages. $19.95.

BLLACK AMERICANS IN DEFENSE OF
OUR NATION. S/N 008-000-00413-7. U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1985, 192 Pages.
$5,50, Softbound.

COMMAND DECISIONS. §/N #08-029-
00071-7. U.S. Government Printing Office, 1984,
576 Pages, $18.00, Softhound.

SEVEN FIREFIGHTS IN VIETNAM. By
I.A. Cash, et.al. 8/N 008-029-00072-5. U.S,
Government Printing Office, 1985 Reprint of the
1970 Edition. 168 pages. $4.25, Softbound,
ESSAYS ON STRATEGY. S/N 008-020-
01002-2. U.S. Government Printing Office,
1984, 132 Pages. $4.00, Softbound.
DEFENSE PLANNING FOR THE 1990s.
S/N 008-020-01007-3. U.8. Government Prinfing
Office, 1984, 328 Pages, $8.50, Softhound.
THE SOVIET ARMED FORCES: A
HISTORY OF THEIR ORGANIZATION
DEVELOPMENT. S/N 008-070-00524-7. U.S,
Government Printing Office, 1984 Reprint of the
1978 Edition. 580 Pages, $14.00, Softbound,
BEAM WEAPONS; THE NEXT ARMS
RACE, By Jeff Hecht, Plenum Press, 1984. 363
Pages. $17.95.

FUTURE WAR: ARMED CONFLICT IN
THE NEXT DECADE. Edited y Frank Bammaby.
Facis on File, 1984. 192 Pages, $16.95,

)

SEND INFANTRY MAGAZINE TO THIS ADDRESS — PLEASE PRINT -

RANK NAME SSAN
UNIT OR STREET ADDRESS
U $19.00 2 YEARS
D sllo'oo 1 YEAR APO QR CITY STATE OR COUNTRY 2P
O ACTIVE O USAR O NG O RETIRED 0O CADET [m} CIVILIuANv
0 CASH A
O B | l.'. ME YOUR PERMANENT ADDRESS
ONEW STREET ADDRESS
O RENEWAL ,
cITy STATE OR COUNTRY zip

0 CHANGE OF ADDRESS|

e
R - h,wvﬁgfﬁi






