HOLD THAT HILL

EDITORS NOTE: We began the Infantry in Action series jour
vears ago as a way of highiighting the U.S. Infaniryman—
through historical accowunts of his past combar actions—as one
of the best fighting men in the world, The series has included
several original arricles as well as reprints from various
sources,

This article continues thar tradition. Reprinted from INFAN-
TRY’s predecessor, the Infantry School Quarterly (dpril 1953,
pages 38-52), it tells haw the men of a small wiit—Campany
K, 7th Cavalry—took and held an important hill near Yon-
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chon, Korea, in September 1951, 1t is a story of infanirymen
who, when confronted with a difficult simation, proved
themselves to be highly competent, resourcefi, and heroic
fighters and leaders.

The author, who commanded Company K and served in
various staff assignments with the 7th Cavalry, was assigned
to the Infantry School upon his renurn to the United States,
serving ds an instructor i what was then called the Tactical
Department.

Taking Hill 339 wasn't so bad—but holding it was different.
It looked to us as though the enemy had only ene mission in
life—to knock us off that hill. Let’s see why this particular
hill and the terrain surrounding it were so important.

The average elevation of the friendly main line of resistance
(MLR}and of the enemy MLR 4,000 yards away was approx-
imately 300 meters. Betwceen the two opposing lines was a
series of short narrow valleys and 300-meter hills. The major
exception to this was a triangle of three hills about 1,000 yards
from the enemy positions. These hiils, 339, 321, and Ridge
330, formed a rough triangle with 339 the apex pointing toward
the cnemy. The peaks were about 1,000 yards apart, Hill 339
was commanding terrain in the area and for two months was
alternately in friendly and enemy hands. It provided United
Nations forces a good observation post for the placing of artil-
lery on enemy emplacements, artillery and mortar positions.
it was also an excellent advanced departure point for patrols.

For these reasons, the 3d Battalion of the 7th Cavalry was
ordered 1o seize and hold Hill 339 as a patrol base. It was
decided that after seizure, Company K would hold 339 and
the connecting ridges for a frontage of 900 yards, Company
L would tic in with Company K and extend over 321 for a
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1.000-yard front and Company 1 on the other flank of Com-
pany K would tie in at the road and e xtend back over 330 for
a 1,000-yard front. Due to the rough nature of the terrain and
the necessity for maximum protection especially toward the
front and flanks, which were cross compartmented with many
minor ridges and ravines, the 700-yard rear of the patrol base
would be merely outposted and the valley closed off by tanks.

The area was seized without organized opposition on 21
September. It was noted that the enemy had outposted Hill
339. On the approach of Company K's leading platoon the
enemy set out a red smoke signal betore withdrawing. Com-
pany K moved into its assigned area and as soon as friendly
troops began clustering near the peak . the arca was subjected
to an intense 20-minute cnemy mortar and artiffery bombard-
ment that was placed accurately along the ridge tine and over
the peak. There were several casualties. This enemy fire began
a pattern that did not vary for seven days, Due to the advanced
position of the hill and a slightly concave enemy MLR on the
front of it, Hill 339 was under enemy observation from three
sides, and any movement on the peak or grouping of person-
nel on the reverse slope drew immediate pre-registered fire.

The hill itself presented several problems of defense. Com-




any K's arca was UL shaped with two ndges joming an the
peak  The peab was a symmetrical dome. very steep on the
[ront tace and dished out on the rew . se that munediately
behind the very crest there was only a ten-yard slope betore
itdropped of Fas a rock chitf Tor another 20 yards This drop-
off extended night and lelt for o hundred vards hehiad the hill,
permittmg no direet foot route to the peak. but rather forging
us 10 come to the ridge on either side of the ohstacle and then
i the peak

There were two direct encmy routes mto the il These were
on two enbry ridges 200 yards apart that came o the
shoulders of the peak and joined the two flank rdges that formed
the L (Figure 1), This brought up two imporwant decisions for
the company commander: How to deploy the platoeons for the
best defense of the peak and where 1o place his headquarters
and the mortar section.

Alter a carelul Jook at the terrain, the company communder
reasoned that the batile for the peak would be fought on the
Hank Tidges. Any direet assauit onthe front tace could casily
be resisted. It was bare and enemiy troops would have
physically crawl up the steep slope. If the cremy attempted
envelopment of the hill, the rear ¢hiff would prevent hum from
assaulting the position from directly in the rear. He still would
be forced to attack the highest ground up the two flank ridges
But if the enemy were able to seize the two critical points on
either flank of the peak, where the flank ridges and the entry
ridges joined, then the peak would be isolated. lateral com-
munication cut, and because of the convex shape of the com-
pany Tront, the enemy would have short range direct fire and
observation on the rear slope.

With these enemy possibilities in mind the company com-
mander decided on a flexible defense with the greatest atten-
tion paid to the two entry ridges. He deployed the first pla-
toon on the left, tying in with Company L. and cxtended its
front up to the critical ridge junction on the left shoulder of
the peak. The attached heavy machinegun section from heavy
weapons company was given the left entry ridge and twenty
yards farther up the hill to the right to defend. One 57mm
recoilless rifle was employed to cover the left entry ridge. The
peak, for a front of approximately lifty yards, was covered
by ten attached Republic of Korea (ROK) soldicrs with one
light machinegun covering the front face

The second platoon went from the military crest on the right
of the peak down over the right entry ridge for a 200-yard
front along the flank ridge. The other S7mm recoilless rifle
was placed to cover the right entry ridge. The third platoon
foined the second and defended a 300-yard front joining Com-
pany [ at the road on the right.

A tank was placed by the battalion commander on the road
at the top of the puss. While a scetion of tanks would have
been more desirable, there was room for only one.

There were two basic choices for the 60mm mortar section
and the company command post. Either could be emplaced
on the peak where it would be confined to an arca less than
ES yards from the crest and less than 25 yards from the
riflemen’s positions, or else down at the hase of the sheer hill,
an clevation difference of about 100 meters I'the enemy seized
the twa eritical arcas on the Nank of the peak. then no route
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Figure 1. Patrol base 21-29 Sep 51.

would be available to the OP, and the enemy could descend
directly on the command post and the mortars Although the
enemy 120mm and 82mm fire was particularly intense on the
reverse slope of the peak, the company commander decided
to place his mortars on the peak, on the right half, and his
command post on the left half,

An organic ammunition trailer was placed at the base of the
hill, 400 yards away, as an ammunition supply point. Two
men with a sound power phone were thete.

There was a large number of enemy and friendly bunkers
avanlable for use until the men had a chance to get dug in.
The company moved into position as rapidiy as possible so
it could get organized almost completely by nightfall,
However, the bald face of the peak was under direct observa-
tion and as the men attempted to get over the crest of the hill
and dig in on the forward slope of the peak, the enemy placed
heavy volumes of artillery and mortar fire on them with good
cffect. After several attempts to dig in on the front, the com-
pany commander directed that the forward slope of the peak
be occupicd after darkness. The intense {ire made this a daily
occurrence and permitted only two constant abservers on the
forward slope.

As soon as he had walked the company front once 1o insure
complete coverage of the ground. the company commander
moved with his weapons platoon leader, §lmm FO, 4.2 FO.
and artitlery FO 1o the OPs available near the erest and planned
his defensive fires. (The types and locations of the planned
and prefired concentrations are shown on Figure 2.) The com-
pany commander directed that the 4.2 mottar concentration
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Figure 2. Tompany K's defensive position.

plotted on the right entry ridge be registered to within 150
yards of the friendly positions. He directed that the artillery
concentration on the left entry ridge be registered to within
200 yards of the friendly foxholes. These distances were
selected 1o give the maximum effect against the enemy, who
had been recemty using the technique of closing his assaulting
elements and supporting automatic weapons to within 200
yards of the objectives before assaulting so that normally
placed defensive fires would fall beyond him.

The trajectory of the artillery fires supporting Company K
did not pass overhead when they fell in front of the left por-
tion of the company zone; hence any dispersion affecting the
company would be caused more by errors in deflection than
in range. This permitted the very close registration of artillery,
but the 4.2 mortars had five short rounds in the next seven
days. The 8Imm FO was given normal distance concentra-
tions with particular emphasis on the extreme right flank and
the road,

The 60mm mortars were given concentrations all along the
company front, and on the right entry ridge were registered
to within 100 yards of the 2d Platoon positions. The 60mm
mortars had an angle frontage of 270 degrees to cover with
their three tubes. Because of this, the tubes were laid on dif-
ferent concentrations, the center tube set on a flare concen-
tration over the right entry ridge.

By nightfall, half of the plotted concentrations had been
registered, The company commander retained a contour sketch
of the company front with all the defensive fires plotted and
numbered.

Due to the heavy enemy fire and anticipated action, an ex-
tensive communications network was planned and executed.
A wire line was laid to each platoon from the CP for EER
telephones, Wire was then laid between platoons as an alter-
nate EES8 linc. A sound power line was then run all along the
company fronting in each platoon and continued down behind
the hill to the company ammunition supply point and back up
to the other flank, making a complete circle, Thus the ling
would have to be severed on both sides of a telephone to put
it out of contact. Each wire line was faid over a different route.
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An SCR 300 radio was given to the st Platoon and to the
3d Platoon, with the extra radio at the command post. All
radios were on the battalion command net. Two lines were
run from the battalion switchboard to Company K; onc
dropped over the cliff behind the command post and the other
ran up a flank ridge. The four operable company SCR 5365
were given to the mortar section for fire control. The com-
mand post was in voice contact with the mortar section,

In spite of this communication setup. enemy fire caused wire
comact o be lost with battalion headquarters on an average
of three times a day, Within the company net, a wire was
severed on the average of once every two hours for scven days.
This required continuous repair by the communications sec-
tion. The platoon runners stationed at the company conunand
post were used to help repair lines.

Extra ammunition was brought up the hill by Korean civilian
carriers and platoon carrying panies. The first night, each rifle-
man had three grenades, five bandoleers and a flare grenade
on position. The light machineguns had 2.600 raunds, the60mm
mortars 200 rounds for the section, and the two 57mm
recoilless riffes had 25 rounds apiece. At the company com-
mand post a box of 25 hand grenades, three cases of bandoleers
and 2,000 rounds of machinegun ammunition were kept. This
would permit some resupply flexibility. (The ammunition
supply point at the bottom of the hill was only 400 yards away,
but a round trip required almost 40 minutes.) About 20 trip
flares were set out by the platoons. All the foregoing was com-
pleted by 2100 hours on the first night.

The company commander ordered that the C-rations issued
in the morning had to last till the next morning (since two
Korean civilian carrying parties were destroyed by mortar
fire).

The platoons would be placed on a 50-percent awake status.
Platoon headquarters would check into the company switch-
board every 30 minutes.

Before darkness the company commander required each pla-
toon leader to give his men these instructions:

¢ That under a mortar barrage each man must stick his head
out from his bunker to observe every few seconds, since it
was the enemy’s practice to come in and enter positions under
his own mortar fire.

* That in case the enemy penetrated the company line and
their own positions became untenable, they must move toward
the peak and delay the enemy at each autornatic weapons posi-
tion. Under no circumstance were they to leave the ridge line
and fall back toward the battalion command post.

*» That if casualties became heavy they must make certain
the machinegun nearest them was manned at ail times, since
the machineguns would be the best defense against mass
attacks.

ACTION 21 SEPTEMBER

Enemy fire slacked off at 2030. The 2d Platoon reported
the sounds of digging to their front at approximately 2230,
At 2330 an inlense barrage of artillery, 120mm, 82mm, and
60mm mortar fire was received. As soon as the company com-




mander determined the hcaviest areq of enemy fire, which was
on the right flank ridge 1n the 2d Platoon arca, he requested
defensive fire on the right flank concentrations. He also re-
quested an artillery flare on the right,

In 10 minutes (2340), defensive fires were falling on the
right but no enemy was observed. At 2400 another enemy bar-
rage of all types fel} on the peak and the right flank. These
artillery and heavy mortar fires suddenly let up, however, and
onty 60mm mortar fire was reccived for seme minutes.

An automatic weapon began firing from a position about
150 yards in front of the 2d Platoon. Five minutes after this
fire commenced, an cnemy assault of approximately platoon
strength came across the short saddle on the right entry ridge.
The enemy soldiers fired rifles and submachineguns, sepported
overhead by an automatic weapon. They came in while their
light mortar fires were still falling. '

The company commander ordered the 60mm mortars to fire
flares every minute and to fire the 2d Platoon concentrations
at a maximum rate. At the same time the 3d Platoon reported
an enemy column moving up the road in front of them. The
company commander shifted the §lmm fire to the road. The
3d Platoon held its fire until the enemy was within 100 yards
of the tank position. When the tank opened fire with its .50
caliber machinegun and the platoons flanking the road fired
their weapons, the surprised enemy scattered and withdrew.
The first enemy assault was halted by the 2d Platoon.

The enemy attacked again at 0045 but due to'the illumina-
tion from artillery, 81lmm and 60mm mortar flares, and the
continucus 4.2-inch and 60mm mortar fire within 130 yards
of the 2d Platoon, the enemy assault did not reach the 2d Pla-
toon’s riflemen. Defensive fires were lifted at 0115,

The 2d Platoon reported that it was short of grenades and
machinegun ammunition. It was resupplied from the company
command post. The mortar section reported only 30 rounds
left on position. A five-man carrying party was organized from
headquarters personnel and sent to the ammunition supply
point. (The mortar ammunition bearers had 1o act as riflemen
on part of the extended line.)

At 0130 another barrage was received and a small enemy
force, supported by three automatic weapons firing from a
knoll 50 yards in front of the 2d Platoon, attempted to enter
the platoon positions by infiltration and occasional rushes in
small groups. Close defensive fires were called for and the
company commander ordered the 60mm mortars to fire within
73 yards of the 2d Platoon. The enemy was repulsed.

The 1st Platoon reported movement within 200 yards at
0400, and 81 mm defense fires were called in for 10 minutes.
At daylight five enemy dead were found within 10 feet of the
2d Platoon’s light machinegun. Enemy equipment was found
along the right flank.

The company commander, after directing that the company
continue to improve its positions and supplics, closely ques-
tioned the members of the 2d and 3d Platoons as to what they
had observed the night before. By 1000, the company com-
mander determined where the enemy had placed his support-
ing weapons and had a picturc of the enemy’s assault tech-
nique. During the action, four breaks had occurred in the right
flank telephone lines and two in the battalion line, but wire

communications had been maintained on aliernate lines.

Certan probicms arosc durmg the action:

First, the 60mm mortars were too slow m delivering therr
inutial rounds of defensive fires. This was corrected by hav-
ing the 60mm weapons platoon leader constantly rehearse the
mortar section on the shifting of fires, and to have prepared
rounds on hand to fire. This procedure cut the 60mm clapsed
tume to 15 seconds for an initial round on the normal barrage
target und to 30 seconds for a new concentration,

Another problem was that the riflemen and muchinegunners
had fired indiscrinunately and too rapidly, even when not under
attack. To- solve this problem. the company commuander
ordered the platoon leaders to exercise more fire discipline
and to pass fire commands through the squad leaders during
a fire fight.

Finally, during the initial phase of the attack. the company
commander had not been able to get accurate enough infor-
mation {rom the platoons as to the £xact position of the cnemy
in front of the lines. To solve this, on the second day the com-
pany commander walked the company front from left to right,
Beginning with the leftmost ravine, he numbered each ravine
consecutively across the company front (Figure 2). There were
18 such ravines along the broken ground leading into the ridges
occupied by the company. He required each rifleman o mem-
orize the number of the ravine in front of him, and to post
the number on a cardboard sign in his foxhole and also on
a tree or rock outside his foxhole. Each ridge separating the
ravines was numbered by joining the numbers of the ravines
adjacent to it. Thus the ridge between ravines 6 and 7 was
numbered 67. Each platoon leader had a sketch of his area
and a sketch contour map with the numbers on it. The com-
pany commander retained a company sketch.

Thus, each man occupying a foxhole could quickly and easi-
ly notify his squad and platoon leader of any enemy to his front,
and the company commander could pinpoint the enemy and
bring more accurate fire on them. By posting the numbers
visibly, changes in personnel were handled with no loss of con-
trol, and a rough guide of the company area was furnished
to guide wiremen or other personnel, even during the night,
to specific points.

For the remainder of the day, more trip flares were laid,
overhead cover was worked on, and defensive fires were ad-
justed for better control. Two flamethrowers were brought up
and placed on the right entry ridge. The company commander
carefully approved each automatic weapon emplacement.

The enemy probed the company pasitions far the next five
nights, He still prevented the forward slope of the peak from
being organized during daylight by his continuous fire. When
attempts were made to lay barbed wire, casualtics became ex-
cessive, .but eight barbed concertina rolls were placed, block-
ing the two entry ridges to the peak. A small arca was finally
covered with anti-personnel mines 50 yards in front of the 2d
Platoon positions.

The company sent daily platoon-sized patrols out on bat-
talion order, and they ran into stiff resistance 800 yards from
Hill 339. This later proved to be the enemy MLR. During the
day, the artiltery FO fired continuously on cnemy posiions
and weapons with good cffect. By 28 September, the enemy
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decided that the patrol base was o pamtul thorn near his MLR,
and he made a strong effort o remove the United Nations
lroops oceupying it

By this time the company had evacuated 29 casualties which
had resulted from enemy artillery, mortar fire, and patrol ac-
tions. This required replacing some riflemen with weapons
platoon ammunition bearers and manming part of the peak with
hcadquarters personncl.

The strain of continuous bombardment was beginning to tell
on the nerves of the men, and the nightly probes robbed them
of rest. No hot meals could bhe broughr up, but the company
kitchen did go all out 1o provide hot coffec und soft pastry
every day, and this supplement to the combat ratien raised
morale considerably. The company commander also made a
point of visiting and talking to each man for a few moments
each day.

The company commander requested und received three ad-
ditional heavy machineguns and one light one. He positioned
two of the heavy machineguns in the 2d Platoon zone (o cross
fire the entry ridge on the right, and the other he kept as a
company resetve near his command post. The Bght machine-
gun was placed on the left portion of the peak and was manned
nightly by headquarters personnel. Weapons—cespecially machine-
guns—had a way of bolstering morale,

The evening of the 28th was filled with heavy enemy ar-
tillery and mortar fire all along the company front.

At 2330 the enemy directed a heavy barrage on the peak
of Hill 339. The 1st Platoon reported two trip flares had gone
off in draws number 3 and 4. The company commander called
in all defensive fires along the company front with the excep-
tion of the 60mm mortars. He called for artillery flares on
the left and 4.2 flares on the right flank. At 2340 small arms
fire was coming up the ravines into the lst Platoon posi-
tions.

At 2345 the company commander noted a red Very pistol
star going up on the left flank and onc on the right. Immediately
a barrage of 120mm mortar fire landed exactly on the peak
of 339 while small arms fire fell into the 2d Platoon area from
the ridge 50 yards to its front. By 2350 an enemy company
was attacking the lst Platoon up draws 3 and 4, while an enemy
company attacked the 2d Platoon in draws 13 and 14 and across
the entry ridge.

Meanwhile, the company commander had placed 60mm fire
on the enemy on both flanks and ordered mortar flares every
half minute. The enemy soon overran the left flank of the Lst
Platoon and then directed his attack up the ridge toward the
peak. By 2400 the enemy had also penetrated and overrun one
squad of the 2d Platoon and turned their attack up the ridge.
These enemy soldicrs moved across behind the ¢liff to the rear
of the company and joined with those on the other flank, com-
pleting the dauble envelopment and cutting the wires to bat-
talion headquarters. The 3d Platoon had not been attacked.
Enemy mortar fire continued to come in on the mortar posi-
tion and the company command post.

The force of the enemy assault rolled up the flank of the
Ist Platoon, overrunning & light and heavy machinepun and
the platoon command post. The plutoon leader, however,
gathered the men around him and delayed the cnemy for
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Figure 3. Company K during second attack.

several minutes while the wounded were carried to the com-
pany command post. Part of this delaying group was overrun
and the platoon fell back still farther up the hill,

On the right flank, the enemy continued to attack up the ridge
and overwhelined a heavy machinegun. The 57mm gunner
pulled back, and when the enemy started firing the captured
machinegun, he knocked it out with his recoblless rifle. A sec-
ond assault was launched across the right entry ridge and the
machinegun at the junction of the two ridges was soon under
attack from two directions. Riflemen formed a line there,
however, and repelled the enemy.

On the left flank, a second assault started up the left entry
ridge toward the 57mm position, The gunner held fire until
the enemy started to cross the concertina. He then fired with
good effect. The remainder of the st Platoon was scattered
by the effemy and the company commander intercepted the
stragglers at the peak and formed a new line tied in with the
57mm around to the reverse slope at the cliff. The enemy
followed after the withdrawing platoon.

The company commander quickly placed his reserve, one
heavy machinegun, in the path of this assault. He'directed a
radio operator to man the weapon. The enemy was now within
20 yards of the command post bunker, which was filled with
wounded (Figure 3). The heavy machinegun was placed just
beyond the bunker, and it inflicted heavy casuzlties on the at-
tackers. The enemy set up 60mm mortars on the ridges on
both flanks and placed fire on the weapons on the peak at a
range of 100 yards. The heavy machinegunner on the left
waited until he saw the powder sparks fly from the tube below
him and then fired, destraying the crew and weapon.

The company commander realized that his left fTank, now
pushed to within 30 yards of the peak, was in danger of giv-
ing way. He ordered the artillery FO to bring fire in as close
as possible on the left, The enemy succeeded in getting behind
the 57mm recoilless rifle and the lower heavy machinegun.
The company commander ordered the first sergeant to go down
to these weapons and displace them upward to form a line
higher on the hill. As soon as the two weapons stacted to pull




ek, the cnemy took advantage of the darkness and confu-

on 1o try and mingle wath the gun crews and walk to the peak.
A few succeeded but they were shat by the headquarters per-
sonnel. It was now 0120,

Another cnemy attack started on the right flank, and the
company commander moved to that flank to see how he could
nfluence the action. The enemy had reached the 2d Platoon’'s
commangd post and forced them out and up The company com-
~ander, seeing the hight machinegun under attack from two
utections, ordered the platoen to withdraw higher and te in
with the mortar platoon. This would present a complete
perimeter around the peak. Enemy smalf arms and automatc
weapons fire covered the rear slepe and made the tirnng of
the 60mm mortars difficult. One martar base plate broke. hut
hy resettng the tube each tume, the crew of that weapon was
dble to fire flares. The enemy attempted to attack from the

car and crawl through the mortar positions, but the squad
aders and section sergeant killed them individually.

Fire control became mcreasingly difficult for the 60mm mor
tar crews. One squad leader crawied 1o the topographical crest
and began adjusting fire by calling out handle turns and degree
raises. The fire continued to be effective in front of the 2d
Platoon at a gun-to-target range of 55 vards where enemy
soldiers were moving in all along the platoon front. Another
mortar base plate broke. It, too, was reset afler each round.
Artillery and mortar flares became unavailable at 0200, A C-47
flare plane appeared at 0330, however, and gave good general
illumination the reminder of the night.

The company commander’s estimate of his position at that
ume was roughly this: The enemy held 200 yards of terrain
on the company right flank and 300 yvards on the left fAank.
The peak was isolated. The enemy behind him made both
evacuation and resupply impossible. The company still had
a perimeter established around the peak with four machineguns
and approximately 50 men. One mortar was still operable but
it had only 35 rounds of ammunition. Carbine ammunition was
low but other types were adequate for at least one more assault.

The enemy, reasoned the company commander, was prob-
ably preparing for another assault. He reported these facts of
the situation to battalion headquarters by radio and then
prepared for the enemy attack.

He moved the good mortar to the top of the peak with half
of the remaining mortar ammunition. It was registered in on
the left ridge at 75 yards range. He ordered that the wounded
men be carried to the open foxholes on the very peak. He an-
nounced that if the enemy were to overrun a portion of the
line the remainder would draw haifway up to the peak (which
was 25 yards from their present positions).

The enemy attacked again at 0240 (Figure 4). On the left,
an apparently new company moved up the entry ridge toward
the concertina wire. The artillery FO moved to a very exposed
position overlooking that ridge and called 105mm and 155mm
fire to within 150 yards of himself and the riflemen. By stack-
ing used BA 70 batteries around him, he maintained some
cover and the batteries absorbed several rounds of small arms
firc. The reserve heavy machincgun overheated. The coolant
can was shot through, but a can of cold coffee was used suc-
cessfully as a substitute,

1K GO FINAL DEPLOYMENT
AND LAST ENENY ATTACKS
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Figure 4. Company K's deploymant and last enemy attacks,
0240 29 Sep.

When the enemy attack reached the barbed wire, the artiliery
FO called for maximum fire. This fire caught the center and
trailing elements of the enemy units. They withdrew, carry-
ing dead and wounded. The leading units tried to assault the
Teserve heavy machinegun, which would have given them en-
try to the peak of the hill, but the machinegunner placed ef-
fective fire on them. The few enemy that reached the skir-
mish line were killed by grenade and carbine fire.

On the right, the enemy assaulted again, but in less strength.
At 0300 about 50 enemy rushed across the saddle firing their
submachineguns in an attempt to overrun the light machinegun
there. A rifleman of the 2d Platoon found he was in a foxhole
complete with a flamethrower. He turned it on the eremy
soldiers in one long burst just as they reached grenade range.
Eigit or ten enemy soldiers were caught in the burst. The light
machinegunner opened fire, and the enemy skirmishers
withdrew, throwing down their weapons.

That was the last enemy assault. It was now 0330. Ammuni-
tion was nearly exhausted.

Within 30 minutes enemy indirect fire resumed on the hill
and heavy concentrations were placed on the flanks of the peak,
preventing any movement on those ridges. At first light, the
company commander ordered the 2d Platoon to attack down
the right ridge and clear the enemy there, This was done, but
no live enemy remained. Contact was reestablished with the
3d Platoon, The company commander then went with the Ist
Platoon down the left ridge, clearing it. Large numbers of
enemy dead were found along both ridges.

Firing started again on the right flank of the 2d Platoon at
0630. [t was the fire of disorganized isolated groups of encmy
soldiers who were attempting to escape toward their MLR.
They were taken under tank, mortar, artillery, and smalt arms
fire with good effect.

Company K had held Hill 339. The men were exhausted,
the company was still under fire—but morale was high. The
company commander realized, as have company commanders
before him, the deep satisfaction that comes with a successfully
accomplished mission.
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