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RECONNAISSANCE AND SECURITY

Effective reconnaissance and security are prerequisites to suce-
cess in battle. Meeting the challenge of training infantrymen
to the standards necessary to accomplish these eritical tasks is
a continuing priotity at thetalauiry Schwool. My intent here is
not to present final solutions but to discuss our current efforts
to overcome these dLﬁ(:tcmlLs at organizational levels from squad

"to batralion.

Tirst, some definitions are in order, The following are the
dchmt]om of terms found in our present doctrinad literature:

Recounaissance. Missions undertaken to obtain information
by visual observation or other detection methods about the activi-

ties and resources of an enemy, or potcntlal enemy, or thc,'

geographical characteri istics of a particular arca.
_Security Operatmna ‘Operations designed to obtain mrorm'r

-tion about the cncrny and 1o provide reaction time, maneuvcr=

- - space, and’ protccnon to the main body:
i _Gmrd Foice. ",
.. vation of and dlrect fire a;:,amst the main body.”

. mission. -~
: Gu*cenmgl'ﬂrcc

' 'cnemy wit
maissance element' w1tllm its capab:ltty

rong corrclatn
nty and ovaraﬂ tacncal sucu:ss.__

- . and are inchided s prmup!cs of war by all armies.
i Because of

"""_accomphsh thcse mcluclc such tasks as mar kmg routes; screer-
flig, continuous obscrvanon nf ob]Lcnvcs and the like. C0m~
“manders muqt etther augmcnt their scout elum.nts or assign some
L ,r(,conml‘;sance and security operations to their maneuver or line
- clements. .

- rity tasks with platoon sized units.  The leaders of those units

o . have Ic,arncd that this is not wf ficicat, because the req'.uremems :
are simply {00 largc and tog important., In dctualuy, analyses _
" of units that pmwdcd adequatc security and responsive intelli-+| -

“ pence show that at d given tunc during a battle one-third or mate

of the nnncuver elements in a battahon wcrc involved in some .

‘ 101 m of |Lcouna193'mm and sceurity tasks c1thu for thunsclvce
-or for other umts in'the battalion.
What then are the capabilities and the Iumtat:ons of TOI'
reconnaissance units that Ioutmcly require us 1o provide addi-
tional luoulces to them?

»The forcc that prcvcnts enemy ground obser-_:
It reconnon-f:
" ters, 'utacks, dcfends 'md delays '19 ncecs:.ary to accomphsh 1ts" :

: : "__deLndq upon its parent ‘unit; or combat support (C%) and Lom-: )

The forcc thar. maintains survcr[lanu, pro-f .bat scrvice supporr (CSS) to augment\ahd ‘sustain: its,

,ng to the main body, impedes and harfisscs thc‘ K

ppo;tmg md1rcct fires, and destroys encmy rccon—_i _Dnc 1o te durmg a routc recoml ,'ssance and Covcr d OIIL no mmc_‘

- than three to’ Tive kllomctcrs' w1dc__durmg Most missions.’ (Te

Lessons, -from i, combat trammg centers, h:wc showu thc_ ‘rain condmom may mcr_
ween: sucu:ssful 1cconnmssame and sccu-_‘.
“This correlation is hardly sir-

. .-_1ty to du;troy or rcpel enemy rcéonumssancc umts
prising; for §urprlsc and SeCurity ‘have been proven hlstoncally

- and maintain cont'ict w1th lhc cnemy, but it'must bc augmented '
_with mfantry or armor- of both to have cnough Lombat powcr B
nta kill the'c 1y’,sircc0nnaiss'aﬁ'_

the nnportanoe of recomnmanr.c and qccunty optr— ;
_auons o n‘mders must avmd assigning moncnusstons and tasks’
“to their scout ‘elements’ than the scouts have theresources: to_

.Obscrvatlon posts. ©OPs)’ for limited per Jédq of time (under 12,
'homs) or three OPs for extendcd perlods (over 12 hours).

Many units at the combat training centers tend to tr‘y-i -to support | their mission
“.to handle rcconnamsance tasks with their scort platoons and secu-.
-platnon net.

_at one. time.

:Because it has’ no orgzmlc transportatlon. it is c1thcr footmobile o
-or d(,puldu]t on transportatmn provided by 1ls parent batialion.’
At nor m'illy oper'ltcs two Lo eig,ht kllomctcrs, from the battalion, .
‘and its primary sission s to gather mtclhgencc and perform only - -

In a heavy battalion, the scout platoon consists of six M3 Brad-
leys {or three M113s and three improved TOW vehicles) and 30
sofdiers. - This scout platoon is capable of performing reconnais-

sance and limited security (screen) missions mounted or dis
mounted in various terrain conditions and under aifl weather and
visibility conditions, day and night.  As *““the cyes and ears”” of
the unit comimander, the platoon has the funciion of providing
intelligence, not of Jmtmtmg direct fire cn},dg,cmcuts with the
cnemy.

In addition to its primary mlssxom the scout platoou can con-
duct liaison; perform quartering party duties; provide traffic con-
trol; conduct ‘chemical detection .and radlo[oglcal Survey and -

‘moniforing dperations as part of nuclear, biological, and chemi- .
«cal (NBC) defense; conduct limited pioneer and demolition work;”
Jand parttcnpatc in area security. :Once agam, howavcr the chal- = -
,lcm,c is to: avmd ovcrtaxm 'the: pIatoon to
-.prlm‘lry m:asmn is jeopardized
scwndary functions, -

¢ pomt where its -

/

hile jit, perfor lm_theqe other':

: The' heavy scout pldtoon nlso has’s dtlom Flrst :t' .

_combat oper- g
n addition; the platoon can normal]y rccoun(nter only -

cerease; thc ‘Zone.)
he platoon is limited i in 1t*; abll- :
Dunng coun-, -
tcru_e,onnalssancc opcrataons thg platoon can cnrtamly acqmrc

During’ scrccmng operauon‘;

clemcnts.

Anothcr limitation is that” ‘the'pl hrovxde ouly six

Thic distance the scouts can ‘operate from the main body is re- -
stricted to the range of ¢ commumcahons ‘and thé elements needed -
-Heavy b'utallon séout pldtoons cau-
not operate contmuou‘;ly onall’ ncceas'lry battalion nets (com— TR
mand, intelligence, | loglsucs, mortar) \’vlulc opcratmg on the. -
d the pldtoon Icader can monitor (mly two nets ...

Ina hght batta]:on tlu, scout platoon conmsts of 19 so[dlcrs

limited security. The scouts emphasize stcallh avoid uluny (_on-‘
tact, and engage enemy forces only in self-defense. -
A Tight, dismounted scout platoon can pcrfomm thc sarie sccon~
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dary missions as the heavy scouts, although its small size and {oot-
mobility dictate that it concentrate on the most likely encmy
avenues of approach in the defense.

[t also has certain linsitations—-a lack of mobility to conduct
all reconnaissance imissions and its sparse communication assets.

Although information requirements will differ, a thorough
intelligence preparation of the battleficld (IPB) and a responsive
reconnaissance and surveillance plan are essential for the success
of ail iask force anissions.

In the offense, an IPB coupled with aggressive reconnaissance
provides the commander with the following:

= The location of existing and reinforcing abstacles,

* The enemy’s strength, composition, disposition,
acicntation.

¢ The enemy's intent.

= I'riendly and enemy avenues of approach.

* Enemy courses of action for employing his reserves and com-
bat support elements.

At the same time, a task force must maintain continyous sur-
veillance of the enemy's defeusive positions and the tercain criti-
cal to the friendly scheme of mancuver while its plan is being
developed, coordinated, and executed.

In the defense, the IPB orients on the enemy’s need to con-
duct a successful attack and on tiic way the {riendly {orce may
use the terrain to gain an advantage.  Defensive IPB and recon-
naissance and surveillance planning emphasizes terrain analysis
using the five QCOKA Tactors from both the friendly and enemy
standpoints, I'rom the friendly standpoint, it addresses key and
decisive terrain needed to defeat enemy attacks, and for use as
friendly. counterattack routes. It also covers named arcas of
interest {NAIs) to determine the attacker’s intent and to shorten

and

friendly.reaction time. Counterreconnaissance efforts are eriti- -

cal as frlendly clemcms fight to clr:ny thc encmy scoutq access, and
information. -

In retrograde operatlom efl fecnvc reconnaissance and schll- :
lance is especially vital to reduce the mhcrcnt risks in such oper- -
ccause time is usually critical; ‘reconnaissance clements

_ation
‘must accuratcly 1dcnt1fy ronties, pos:nble futun. battle posmons
key tcrram, and any., restrictive terrain that
“ment.’
Cenemy bof

it security; clcmcnts can dcny

In the conduc of sccunty opcratlons,
! . First, every unit’ routmcly practices oper
‘tlons securlty (OPSFC) -in‘addition, it “always maintains secu
Crity'to protect itgelf .0
support it parent' nit.”

T Asin rceonnamancc and survml!auu. pIannmg, units pl'mnmg :
sccunty mlssmns use - tht, 1PB procu.s m ‘Focus .their sccurity -
effort. »aThc commander and S-3 dnalyzc cnemy force composn-f :
tions, intéiit, ‘and pmbablc, courses of actions in'con jllllC(lOll wwith
the lllcndly f'orce s course of action to “develap the securlty “plan’:
In'a battal-
ion, for cxample tllc scouts ‘may perform scrccnmg mxssums wlulc g

and an orgam?auon for their own security foues

the marneuver compamw or teams pcrform zuard mrsslom

In thc of[ense ‘the scout p]dtOOIl m'ry screen’if it s not con-'_

dmtmg rcconnalssantc missions.- Lngmccrs and - forward

observers are attachcd a$ NeCessary, and the'scout platoon nor-;
The platoon main--
tains contact with thc enemy and rcpom on lw; activities but must .
If the screen’ requu €5 a larger force,”
a mancuver company should pcrform th mw:lons wnh thc scouts.".

mally has the' ‘initial priority of indirect fires.:”

avoid decisive engageinent. -

possibly’ augmcntmg it.

Companies with guard missions arc [ask—orgam?cd on thc b:u;:s -

of METT-T consrdcratlonq The key point is that a guard force

must not allow the eneny fo bring direct fire against the main’

body. Inmechanized units, this means that company teams
usually conduct guard missions.  In lightly cquipped battaliouns,
companies with guard missions may have indirect fire priority
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‘operations only if they master the collective tasks that increase

MOSE, ef fectnvc

Rcconna sgance and survm]lnncc nust ‘alsa locate the - '(MTP) ';landdrds mclude Prepare for combat ‘maintain opera

Hm mformdnon dnd

several aspccts dcscrvc_~_ 'OI’/pcrform survetllancc, screen, LOlldllC( pomt ambush

I“mally, it pcrforxm scc,uruy mlsslons to rmﬁ[tratc guard screen, perform opcrauone securlty, condu

i to establlsh a trammg ‘environment in whu.h effective rccon-

and TOWs,

As in offensive actions, scouts may screen when a task foree
adopts a defensive posture, but stronger forces are necded for
nmore constraining security missions,  Thus, all units in the force
must plan to counter enermy reconnaissance elements and patrols
that may attempt to slip past the forward security
lorees. _ Mancuver clements, CPs, €5, and CSS elements must
establish their own local security and make maximum use of hide
positions.  OPs with an ambush capabilily should cover obsia-
cles, gaps between units, and avenues of approach.  Support-
ing fires should be planned around and between units and on
obstacles.  Avatlable night vision devices should be positioned -
to ensure all-around visibility.  (The 5-3 coordinates these efforis
with the 5-2 to insure full coverage and w.oid fratri-
cide.) Suboedinate maneuver elements should be specifically
tasked to cover the areas between battle positions and to pro-
vide quick-reaction forces that have a rank-killing capability, as
required. '

It is essential that the enemy be located, that his reconnais-
sance elements be destroyed, and that he be kept blind.  The
enemy cannot bring overwhelming force against a friendly force -
in the defense if his reconnaissance efforts are nullified.

Security planning during retrograde operations is directed -,
toward reducing risk. A task forcc commander must constitutc
a security force that is strong enough to secure enemy avenues *
of approach, deceive the enemy, defeat his intelligence, and over-
wateh fhe withdrawing undts.  The foree minst also be prnparéd
to provide tear puard, flank security, and choks.pomt security. |
. Because of the importance of cffective reconnaissance and seau-
rity operations to success on the battlefield, key reconnaissance
and security tasks should be emphasized on Mission Essential
Task Lists (METLs). Units can perform these critical wartime

SN

the eficctiveness of their own reconnaissance and security effort
thereby keeping the commander from being surprised while giv
ing him the ﬂcxrbllnty to ‘mass his combat power whcrc it can

For squads pldtoom dnd compdmcs reconnalsqancc and - secu
nLy coilectwe tasks that mmt be trainced to le;swn T rammg Pl‘i

‘tions secunty. move Lar.umlly, employ fire support, rc;onnmtc:
‘zong; rcconnmtcr area, reconnoiter route; perform linkup, occupy

dleengagc

‘Battalion evcl LOHCC(IVC ‘tasks: mc[ude Movc “Cacticall
‘;tay -behind ‘operations,‘eonduct intelligenice operations;: and @ ope
Aate fire support,*Most other MTP collective tasks such .as
dssauli 0vc1wdtc,ll/su|)port by fire, defend, or pérform antiar
‘mor ambush lnvc inherent reconnaissance and secur ity 'iublaﬁks
that arc key 0 task complctlon :

Thc best ‘way to msuic that a unit tmms to- M ™ standa ds

naissanee ‘and security is rewarded by mission ‘1ccomphshm<:ut
dﬂ(l madcquatc rcconndlsmnu dnd bu,urlty is pcnallzcd by mis-
‘sion Tailure. "

Units can do this bcst by providing an uncompronusmg, aggrcs-
‘sive, and uncooper"mvc opposing force that executes its coun-
‘ter tasks to standard and thereby forces the mcndly umt githe
Lo use cffectlvu reconnaissance and sccurity or ‘to fail: ‘)uch a
- stubborn opposing force will demonstrate’ to our 1nfantry umtﬁ
“the value-of €arly and continuous rcconnmssmce and :.ecunty
“at all levels for all tasks. : :

Ona non]mcar, dynamic battlefield, cffcctwc lcconnalss‘mcc
‘and sccunty are cssential 1o success, and the IPB process is ¢r 11
cal to the planhing of effective reconnaissance and security.
prepare for that success, a battalion must clearly define its recon- -4
naissance and security missions and tusks, task organize its units
to perform them effectively, and aggressively execute them.




